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Mote Marine Laboratory 
& Aquarium, in collabo-
ration with commercial 
and academic partners, 
was awarded $3.2 mil-
lion in grants from the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
to fund three projects 
focused on preventing 
blue-green algal blooms 
and testing water quality 
technologies that reduce 
nutrient pollution.

The grants are part of the 
Innovative Technology Grant 
Program in the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), which funds projects that 
evaluate and implement innova-
tive technologies and solutions to 
combat algal blooms and nutrient 
enrichment, restore and preserve 
Florida water bodies, and imple-
ment water quality treatment tech-
nologies. 

Florida’s beaches and waterways 
have been severely impacted by 
toxic algae. Harmful algal blooms 
(HABs) occur when algae — simple 
organisms that live in the sea and 

Algae boats and bots.

Mote receives $3.2 million from DEP 
to combat harmful algal blooms

The Town of Longboat Key is poised to decide whether Jewfish Key 
should be allowed to leave the Town’s jurisdiction and become part of 
unincorporated Manatee County.

The Town Commission will debate the matter on June 3, with a strong 
and clear recommendation from staff to deny the petition for numerous 
reasons. 

The Town of Longboat Key is poised to decide 
whether Jewfish Key should be allowed to 
leave the Town’s jurisdiction and become part 
of unincorporated Manatee County.

Key Club offers to upgrade Town turf

What could be worse on Longboat Key than stumbling with a glass of 
red wine while strolling across the newly created Town Center Green dur-
ing an event at the recently donated Karon pavilion? 

Or, what could be worse at a Town Center Green than defying its very 
name with its grass withered, yellow and dying because it cannot endure 
the summer sun and the highly salinized well water?

These conundrums may soon be solved thanks to a donation that the 
Longboat Key Club will present to the town next week. 

According to Public Works Director Isaac Brownman, when the Town 
Center Green was developed, it became clear that “the final designed and 
constructed product did not represent what the Town’s original vision was 
for that green space. The aforementioned dying grass, the general uneven-
ness of the walking surface and the need for maintenance and irrigation led 

What could be worse than a Town Center Green than defying its very name 
with its grass, withered and yellow, and dying because it cannot endure the 
summer sun and the highly salinized well water?

freshwater — grow out of control 
while producing toxic or harmful 
effects on people, fish, shellfish, 
marine mammals, and birds. There 
are many kinds of HABs, caused by 
a variety of algal and cyanobacterial 
groups with different toxins.

Florida red tide is one of the most 
commonly known HABs. However, 
the three projects funded under 
the Innovative Technology Grant 
Program look at mitigation and 
prevention techniques of cyanobac-
teria, also called blue-green algae, 

which are another type of HABs 
affecting Florida’s waterways that is 
known to be directly influenced by 
excess nutrients entering waterways.

Blue-green algae are microscop-
ic organisms found naturally in 
fresh, brackish (combined salt and 
freshwater), and marine water. Blue 
green algae blooms are character-
ized by blue, bright green, brown or 
red paint-like streaks on the surface 
of the water, dense scum, or foam 
that can emit unpleasant odors.

In warm, nutrient-rich (high in 

phosphorus and nitrogen) environ-
ments, cyanobacteria can multiply 
quickly, creating blooms that spread 
across the water’s surface. Similar to 
other HABs like Florida red tide, 
blue-green algae can produce tox-
ins that harm fish, mammals and 
people.

The three recently funded proj-
ects are:
Lake Guard Dew Efficacy 
Toward Nutrient and 
Harmful Algal Bloom 
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Jewfish, from page 1
The petition was submitted by Attorney Najmy Thompson on behalf of the Jewfish Key 

Preservation Association last January. Reaction by Town residents in the intervening months 
has been a general outcry against the notion mainly because it would allow unfettered tourism 
uses such as AirBnB rentals and increased development rights on the island. 

The irony of the name ‘Jewfish Key Preservation Association’ has not been lost on numerous 
letter writers to Town Hall who fear increased noise, loud parties and what they see as a self-
serving move to monetize through development rights at the expense of their quiet residential 
enjoyment. This is especially true in the Village section of Longboat Key, which lies directly 
across the intercoastal from Jewfish Key and has struggled for years enduring the boisterous 
activity on the sandbar just off Jewfish Key where hundreds of boaters, beer drinkers and 
music-thumping partiers convene on a regular basis.

Denial based on deficiency
Town staff recommends that the commission deny the petition on its face because by State 

Law 15 percent of qualified voters in any area desiring to be excluded from municipal bound-
aries must propose such an ordinance. As of May 10, there were three registered voters on 
Jewfish Key. According to the Town, one voter is designated as active while the other voters 
are designated as inactive. A review of the qualified voters on Jewfish Key shows that none of 
them signed the petition. Further, the Jewfish Key Preservation Association, Inc. is itself not a 
qualified voter. Therefore, Town Staff says, “As submitted the petition currently fails to meet 
the threshold requirement for consideration of the feasibility study. Accordingly, the petition 
should be rejected.”

Enclaves are an issue
Another problem and reason Longboat staff says the petition should be denied is that 

one of the fundamental components of state law as defined in the Municipal Annexation or 
Contraction Act is an intent not to create what are referred to as “enclaves.” An enclave is 
defined in State Statute as an isolated, unincorporated area that is surrounded by the territory 
of the municipality. The reason is it creates numerous governance and administrative chal-
lenges between municipality and county government. In fact, State Law encourages existing 
enclaves be annexed into municipalities to reduce such administrative challenges. 

Town Staff says that if Jewfish Key were to secede from Longboat Key, numerous complexi-
ties relating to land use, public safety and code enforcement would result. 

Density differential
Perhaps the greatest difference that would arise if Jewfish Key were to become unincorporat-

ed is that numerous restrictions in land use would be lost. Primarily, the Town does not allow 
the addition of increased density or number of dwelling units whereas Manatee has no such 
restriction. Also, Longboat Key has strict land use controls on tourism restricting the rental 
of residential properties for tourism units. On Longboat Key, residentially-zoned areas such as 
Jewfish Key and the Village cannot rent out their homes for less than 30 days. Manatee County 
has no restrictions on tourism uses in residential areas. Staff says if Jewfish Key were allowed 
to become part of unincorporated Manatee County, the increased tourism usage on the island 
would create “nuisance impacts” to the surrounding residences on the north end of Longboat 
Key within the Village community. 

Another concern is that Manatee County has a far weaker noise ordinance than Longboat 
Key and this too could have an immediate impact on Longboat. 

In fact, the reasons staff outlined for the town to not proceed in developing an ordinance to 
promulgate Jewfish Key leaving the town amounts to about 20 bullet point paragraphs rang-
ing from the above reasons to the fact that simply policing and preventing fire service would 
become more difficult and jurisdictionally confusing. 

The Town Commission can deny the petition based on any one or more of the reasons and 
if the Commission agrees with staff on Monday, it will vote on a Denial Order.
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Proposed roundabout
To: Jill Nemeth
Thank you for sharing your personal experience to add to this project’s consideration. The 

Broadway/GMD intersection is problematic to say the least, and comments like yours help 
stakeholders examine the situation from all angles. Hopefully the redesigned plans provide 
solutions that enhance safety without causing undue burdens for neighbors to the west. 

Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Longboat Key 

Proposed roundabout
To: Longboat Key Commission
As a 13-year resident of Longbeach Village who witnessed yet another near miss at the 

intersection of Broadway and Gulf of Mexico Drive on Saturday morning, I feel compelled to 
respond to the recent letters from some residents west of Gulf of Mexico Drive in objection to 
the proposed roundabout, a project that I fully support. 

Just because, thank goodness, it appears that there have been no serious accidents at this 
intersection, it does not by any means indicate that this intersection is safe! In my opinion, the 
single biggest issue is excessive speed. It seems that the majority of drivers completely ignore 
the posted speed limit, but it is unreasonable to expect Longboat Key Police Department to 
monitor and enforce the speed limit all day, every day. The crosswalks have helped to some 
degree, but too many cars simply don’t stop or realize at the last minute (because they were 
going so fast and didn’t notice the yellow flashing lights) that someone is crossing and barely 
manage to stop in time.

I cross at the Broadway intersection almost every day to walk on the beach. There have been 
many times over the years that I have crossed in both directions with it seeming to be clear, and 
suddenly there is a speeding car appearing out of nowhere. When I have had to drive elderly 
parents to the beach, I have almost never crossed straight over because of the danger - I either 
make a right onto Gulf of Mexico Drive, and turn in at Northshore Road, or turn left on Palm 
Avenue and turn onto Gulf of Mexico Drive from Cedar Street and then left at the intersec-
tion, crossing only two lanes of traffic and the bike lane. Those of us east of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive make many accommodations to minimize the risk, whether on foot or in a vehicle. A 
few hours over a few days of “citizen” observation of the intersection does not come close to 
truly illustrating the danger of the situation. Sometimes it takes five minutes to make a safe 
turn in any direction.

For those who complain about not being able to bypass the potential line of northbound 
traffic in season, knowing how far back that line of traffic can extend, it would seem that the 
“bypass” is an inappropriate use of the turn lane. Perhaps I am wrong, but I do not believe 
that the turn lane is intended to be driven in from say south of the Whitney Beach condos all 
the way to the left turn at Broadway as a convenience for those who live on the west side of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. It is a turn lane, not a passing lane. The majority of us end up sitting 
in traffic in season and do our best to plan around it. Unfortunately, that is now a fact of life 
and a small price to pay for living in paradise.

The implication that those of us who live in the Village, or anywhere on the east side of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive, should routinely be expected to risk our lives, in a car or on foot, crossing two 

bike lanes, a right-hand turn lane, two lanes of traffic and a middle turn lane because a serious 
accident has yet to happen is ridiculous. Since when have residents of Longboat Key become 
expendable so that people living on the west side of Gulf of Mexico Drive don’t have to sit in 
traffic along with the rest of us?

I truly appreciate all you do for the residents of Longboat Key as a whole, and in this case 
specifically, your support to improve the safety of the residents living on the east side of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive who use that intersection regularly.

Jill Nemeth
Longboat Key

Contraction of Jewfish Key
To: Longboat Key Commission
In accordance with policy, the information below was requested by a Commissioner (total 

number of those for and against the contraction of Jewfish Key) and is being distributed to all 
Commissioners.

For Contraction
Total Signature: The petition/resolution from the association for contraction received was 

signed by three members of the Jewfish Key Preservation Association, Inc., in favor of the peti-
tion.  The board members who signed the resolution are not LBK registered voters.

Against Contraction
Total Individual Signatures: 257, with 9 duplicate signatures and 1 signature that does not 

reflect a LBK address, for a total of 247 original signatures from residents. This total includes 
all individual e-mails received in addition to the petitions received.

With the information provided, the Clerk’s office has confirmed that 153 of the resident 
signatures are confirmed LBK registered voters, while the remaining 94 (of 247) own property 
on LBK. 

The LBK North organization has submitted two documents relating to the petition.  The 
first document, minutes submitted from the LBK North meeting of February 9, 2024, reflect 
there were representatives from 19 member groups in attendance who were opposed to the 
contraction.  Additionally, a second document (undated but submitted May 23, 2024) reflects 
that all member organizations of LBK North are opposed to the contraction.  

For information purposes:  LBK North is a network of property owners on the north end of 
Longboat Key comprised of representatives from 27 homeowner associations, condominium 
associations, and neighborhood associations, representing over 800 residences from Districts 4 
and 5. Unfortunately, there is no way to determine how many individuals at the LBK North 
meeting are registered voters and how many of those members may have previously signed and 
submitted a petition in opposition.

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key
 

De-Annexation Committee report
To: Longboat Key Commission
Attached please find a letter from Michael Saunders opining on the negative impact that 

de-annexation would have on north end property values.  Unfortunately, Michael will not be 
able to attend the June 3 meeting, but I’m told that Drayton Saunders, her son and business 
partner, will be available to address the Commission. Also attached is an updated version of 
our Citizens De-Annexation Committee report.   This supersedes the version that Allen had 

See Letters, page 6

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

Harry’s Restaurant
Specials

 

Lunch Prix Fixe for Two  $45
Dinner 4 Course Prix Fixe $45
Harry’s Island Nights Specials!

$10 Cocktails 
$12 Tapas

$29 Entrees
 Steak & Frites: Tues. & Thurs. Nights $36.99

Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles 

$10 Cocktails 

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

Harry’s Deli Specials
 

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert!
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!

20% OFF Wine Wednesday & Thursday

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups

Party Specialties 

to years!
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall 
located in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou 
and the ICW.   Watch the video of the first phase of demolition.  Removing the 1970s home to make way for the buyer’s 
dream home.  Call Walter Group Real Estate for help connecting with developer/architect/builders to make your dreams 
come true. 

$4,495,000

775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #308 | LONGBOAT KEY
Three bedroom, three bath Gulf front, coastal oasis that is rarely 
offered. Savor expansive beach views and breathtaking sunsets 
from the glass sliders, windows and spacious terrace. This second-
floor end unit unfolds across 2,122 sq ft of well-planned space. En-
joy a life of ease at Beaches on Longboat Key!

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access 
features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s walk.  The main 
level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet 
bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths.  The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill 
overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

$4,795,000

Walter Group, Longboat locals and 
connected to the real estate market for over 

20 years.  Call us for more information on 
off-market and pre-market homes and 

condos that cannot be advertised.

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY 
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 
4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE .  The spacious condominium 
features soaring ceilings, great room with gas fireplace, and private 
gated courtyard. All bedrooms are ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the 
primary suite and great room open to a terrace. An additional west-
facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views. 

$1,950,000

525 NORTON STREET | LONGBOAT KEY
Magnificent Key West-inspired waterfront home with expansive 
canal views. This exquisite 4-bedroom, 3 ½-bath residence boasts 
luxurious features, including roofed decks on all levels. The 
screened patio area features a heated pool and waterfall spa. 
Enjoy adventurous excursions from your boat dock offering easy 
and open access to the Gulf and the Bay.

$2,995,000

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in captivating bay vistas in this well-maintained 2,039 sq. 

ft. condominium in The Atrium, situated in Fairway Bay in the 
gated community of Bay Isles. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence 

features many updates, and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors 
to the southeast-facing terrace, showcasing gorgeous views of 

Sarasota Bay and the city skyline.

$2,195,000

$1,049,850

5930 EMERALD HARBOR DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Exquisitely remodeled 3BR/3.5BA  pool home situated on a .27 
acre waterfront lot. The property sits on one of the key’s widest 
canals and boasts a new 72-foot seawall and dock with boat lift.  
Enjoy community beach access only two blocks away.

$2,195,000

2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #212 | LONGBOAT KEY
Villa Di Lancia, one of Longboat Key’s premier communities. This 
corner residence boasts 3 bathrooms, and epitomizes  tropical 
Gulf-front living. The covered terrace, connected to the living room 
provides a spacious year-round haven to immerse yourself in the 
stunning surroundings. A spiral staircase offers easy access to resort 
amenities and the beach just outside. Includes 2 parking spaces.

$2,155,000

THE BEST WATERFRONT BUILDABLE LOT ON LONGBOAT KEY

JUST GOT BETTER!

NOW SOLDNOW PENDING

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE
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Letters, from page 4

See Letters, page 8

Editor Letters
distributed to you last week.   

James G. Haft
Longboat Key

Opposing De-Annexation
To: Longboat Key Commission
By my count, a total of 275 residents of the north end signed petitions opposing de-annexa-

tion.   That includes 20 from Lands End, 11 from Bayou Hammock, 8 from Hideway Bay, 49 
from Spanish Main/Emerald Harbor, 8 from Reclinata Drive, and the balance from the Village 
(LBVA).    In addition, LBKNorth, representing 27 community associations on the north end, 
has issued its own position paper in opposition.

No doubt many more would have signed the petition had they not migrated north for the 
summer. Nevertheless, it’s a clear demonstration of the depth of opposition to de-annexation.  
To my knowledge, no one refused to sign the petition, and no one on the north end, with the 
exception JFK owners, supports de-annexation.

James G. Haft
Longboat Key

Jewfish Key Contraction Request Agenda Item
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Yes, we’ll review what’s been received and do our best to provide an accurate, unduplicated 

count. 
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Jewfish Key Contraction Request Agenda Item
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
I echo this request.  We have a number of notes and petitions from residents opposing the 

contraction.  As they probably contain some double-counts, can we get a total count of the 
discreet, un-duplicated, individual signatures either way before the hearing?  

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Jewfish Key Contraction Request Agenda Item
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thanks for your question Commissioner.  We’ll take a look and see what we can do.
Howard Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Jewfish Key Contraction Request Agenda Item
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip ,can staff put together the total number of residents who are in favor of the contraction 

and who are not in favor by using only transmitted request in writing contraction of Jewish key.  
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Jewfish Key Contraction Request Agenda Item
To: Longboat Key Commission
Please find a link to the June 3rd agenda item materials associated with the request of the 

Jewfish Key Preservation Association, Inc. to be removed (contracted) from the municipal 
boundaries of the Town of Longboat Key. These materials are being distributed to you a week 
in advance of your other June 3rd agenda materials due to the overall volume of materials that 
are associated with this request.

This same agenda package will also be shared with the Jewfish Key Preservation Association.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Maggie or myself. Have a great 

long weekend!
Howard Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Jewfish Key contraction
To: Carla and Pete Rowan
Thank you, Carla and Pete, for adding context (and history) to the de annexation dialogue. 

We’re looking forward to a healthy legal process around this request, and your perspectives are 
a valuable addition to the mix. 

Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

FIND OUT MORE
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MICHAEL GIVANT  
Contributing Columnist
givant@lbknews.com

Avian dining at Durante Park

Durante Park is one of Longboat Key’s better avian seafood cafeterias, and this morning it’s 
brimming with patrons. Perched in a tall bare tree that it shares with a large number of starlings 
is an osprey. In a manacled claw, the raptor holds a long headless silver fish as if it were a sub 
sandwich with a tail. The tree limb however offers no flat surface for the osprey’s meal. More 
than once it almost drops the fish, but each time the raptor flaps its wings and secures a grip 
with its talons. The bird, which has a blazing yellow eye, looks around nervously. 

Wood storks are occasional diners here. Today four are feeding in shallow water by a foot-
bridge. These birds, nearly three-and-a-half feet in length, are on the endangered species list. 
The bird’s black and dull white bill is long and down curved. One sticks its knobby black and 
white head in the water up to the base of its neck and beyond. That rugged looking head is 
the reason the bird is sometimes called “Gourdhead“ or “Ironhead.” Raising its head from the 
water, the bird’s neck feathers are soaked from being submerged. The bird is as sharp and clear 
as HDTV.

The wood stork hunts with its bill partially open until it touches prey and snaps it shut. 
This is called “grope-feeding.” The bill closes in one-fortieth of a second, giving prey little if 
any chance to escape. One wood stork comes up with something glistening in its bill. With a 
slightly bulging, coal black eye, the stork walks calmly to another spot. It’s long gray legs have 
a dark pink joint at the back of where they bend, and the long feet are the same color. The 
water, which is brown, oddly appears to have a reddish brown area when the bird is fishing. 
Looking closely, it is the bird’s dark pink foot that is apparently being used to “stir the pot” 
and raise up small fish.

Two mornings later there are 15 wood storks feeding in the same spot. One has a small wrig-
gling silver fish in the tip of its bill. I’ve never seen this number of wood storks before. There 
are also two roseate spoonbills feeding with them. In the bright morning sun, these birds that 
are on the species of special concern list are riveting with their colors seeming to splash out at 
the viewer. The spoonbills are white with a dark and light pink on the sides, some yellow near 
the wing joint, an orange tail and a small bulging red eye. Their heads also seem to have a light 
green hue. Their flat, stone gray bills resemble wooden Dixie Cup spoons and give them an 
otherworldly look. They are the birds from Mars.

I’ve seen them here only once before, several years ago. They flew as I approached them on 

one of the park’s wooden footbridges, and I haven’t seen any here since. Now walking in the 
water, they repeatedly sweep their bills side to side searching for small fish and aquatic inver-
tebrates. When prey is located, the bill shoots toward the sky appearing to be swallowing. But 
what? Another is so close to me, I can see its orange tail and red legs without my binoculars. 
I cannot believe my luck! 

Just then an osprey flies to a tree with what looks like a fish. I want to see the raptor start 
its meal, but I can’t take my eyes off the scene in front of me. When will I ever see 15 wood 
storks and two spoonbills feeding side by side again?

There’s a lone great egret among this mass to which I’ve ignored until now. It’s been still, 
but now holds a small, dark wriggling fish in the tip of its long yellow bill. The egret downs 
the fish, chewing side to side with relish. It’s a measly meal but a triumph in this crowded spot!

The next morning walking through the park, there’s the briny small of low tide. In the pale 
water of Sarasota Bay a lone white pelican is slowly cruising, leaving a dark blue line behind 
it. A Louisiana heron walking in the water bends down to the water, its neck crooked and 
eats something. With its yellow bill thrust out and neck still crooked, the bird moves quickly 
through the shallow water looking for more breakfast.

A lone great egret, with the patience of a Job, stands in the eerily white water that reflects 
the clouds above. Soon it has a wriggling silver fish crosswise in its bill. The fish slowly stops 
struggling and the egret moves it back, back, back in its bill, and a slow moving bulge begins in 
the bird’s throat. Now the bird, its face inches from the water’s surface looks patiently, standing 
completely still.

A belted kingfisher stands on a piling not doing much. Looking around, the morning rush 
seems to be over. On the way out of the park there’s a wood stork in a tree. It may roost near 
here in some mangroves. I watch it for a while until the bird looks at me looking at it. Birds 
don’t like being looked at directly, and not wanting to scare it off I put down my binoculars 
and walk away. Tomorrow I’d like to see it here gulping down the catch of the day.

The Wood Stork and Roseate Spoonbill

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
35% off 

Banded Shades
Take Advantage 

of 12 Month 
Interest Free 
Financing.

KeyNature
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PILOT OWNED • PASSENGER FOCUSED • BEYOND FIRST CLASS™ • 100% CARBON NEUTRAL
EMPTY LEG FLIGHTS  •  JETS AND TURBO PROPS  • HELICOPTERS

BOOK YOUR TRIP

Toll free: 855-ORIONSC •  support@orionskycharters.com  •  orionskycharters.com

Go where you want when you want. We offer a seamless travel 
experience that is tailored to each of our client’s needs.  Choose 
your most convenient departure and arrival airport so you can 
spend more time at your destination and less time getting there!

Luxury Destinations • Corporate Gatherings • Retreats • Sporting Events • Concerts
Ski Trips • Reunions • Weddings • Last Minute Getaways

Jewfish Key contraction
To: Longboat Key Commission
We understand that the statute for the petition presented by Jewfish Key to secede from the 

Town of Longboat Key requires 50% of the Jewfish property owners, however, we don’t think 
the Town of Longboat Key should allow LLCs and owners - who are likely not Longboat Key 
voting domicile residents - the ability to redraw the town boundaries. We have identified the 
following owners from the county records and suspect none, or almost none, of the owners are 
officially Longboat Key residents. These people might not have the best long term betterment 
of Longboat Key as a top priority and are likely more interested in their personal financial 
gains. Therefore, they should not be in a position to determine the boundaries of our town. 
Why are they petitioning to leave? To be free of LBK rental, building density and land usage 
codes? To be able to develop what is now the 11.824 of common, currently open space?

Owners as shown in Manatee County records
HALCYON SHORES LLC (Jordan Mollenhour)
DOBLIN, Richard and Lynn
GENOVA, JOSEPH P
JENBEN ISLAND LLC (Shawn Kaleta)
TOTAL CONSCIOUSNESS LLC
JEWFISH HOLDINGS LLC
1795951 ALBERTA LTD
ELLIS, STEPHEN H and CATHERINE G
DAVIS, MEGHAN SUE
SCHANSMAN, RODNEY & CASSANDRA
JEWFISH KEY PRESERVATION ASSOC
(owns the 11.824 acres of common space)
We ask the town to determine if the majority, or any, of these 10 owners (and the people 

behind the LLCs) are Longboat Key domicile residents.
We have been able to identify only a few advantages to Longboat Key of Jewfish Key’s leav-

ing the town and becoming part of unincorporated Manatee County. We have identified these 
possibilities:

Saves police and fire coverage requirements by longboat Key (even though Longboat Key 
would still respond in an emergency).

Saves the town commission and P&Z resources: the time to deal with future issues, develop-
ment planning, and code enforcement.

The utilization by Longboat residents of possible future public commercial and recreational 
facilities that might be allowed and developed on Jewfish Key?

Eliminates possible future lawsuits that could be brought by Jewfish LLCs and owners.
Possibly end the over-use of the town dock for Jewfish purposes: septic tank offload transfer, 

and construction material transport both to and from. Would it be possible by Longboat Key 
to prevent this?

However, we think the disadvantages and risks far outweigh the possible advantages. 
Disadvantages are:

The 11.824 acres of “common space’ could be rezoned from R1-IP to commercial or tour-
ism. Please compare Longboat versus Manatee County codes, and think of what could be the 
worst case outcome. Could a Ferris wheel be allowed? A helicopter pad? A landing strip? Lost 
open space?

Noise disturbing the peace (which is already an issue to north end residents). With loss of 
LBK code controls, there will be a significant increase in noise and disturbances: on Stone Crab 
Bayou, across the bay, at the town dock, and at the other 11 Jewfish owned properties that are 
in the Longbeach Village. These 11 properties could be used as staging areas and launching 
points for both construction activity and daily commercial transport to/from Jewfish.

If daily and weekly rentals are allowed on Jewfish as is allowed on AMI, we expect much 
more vehicle traffic on our roads, more boat traffic on our two bayous, and much more noise 
traveling across the short distance of water between Jewfish Key and Longboat Key proper.

Loss of real estate tax revenue returned to Longboat Key. This amounted to $37K in 2023 
(14% of 259K of ad valorem Manatee County taxes)

The Town of Longboat Key Comprehensive Plan states that peace and tranquility of neigh-
borhoods should be preserved as much as possible. Allowing Jewfish to become part of unin-
corporated Manatee County puts this at risk. A risk that does not need to be taken.

Chapter 160 - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE FUTURE LAND USE (FLU) 
ELEMENT

FLU Goal 1: To preserve and enhance the character of the Town of Longboat Key by: 1) 
ensuring that the location, density, intensity, and character of land uses are responsive to the 
social and economic needs of the community and are consistent with the support capabilities 
of the natural and man-made systems; and 2) maintaining an environment that is conducive 
to the health, safety, welfare, and property values of the community.

When Jewfish was subdivided in the mid 80s there was considerable concern about the 
impact it would have on the neighborhood of Longbeach Village. Please see:

Commission Workshop April 18, 1986
Commissioner Fernald stated there should be assurance the Village would not be impacted 

by construction activity. The Town Attorney stated the developer had said the construction 
staging area would be the mainland. If the Town enforced that intention, it should preclude a 
problem in the Village.

Commission Meeting October 7, 1985
It would be necessary to have a barge to transport construction workers - from some point 

other than Longboat.
Yet Longbeach Village has been significantly, and increasingly, impacted with previously 

Letters, from page 6

See Letters, page 12

Editor Letters
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           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

1102 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#709
1955 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#G6-306
4380 EXETER DR Unit#306
2213 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#303
3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#214
569 BAYVIEW DR

918
933
1,168
2,224
2,369
1,264

$650,000 
$529,000 
$559,900 
$799,000 
$1,175,000 
$1,100,000

65
288
164
46
117
66

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
0
0
1
1
0

1
2
2
2
3
2

1
2
2
3
3
2

$610,000 
$512,500 
$535,000 
$779,000 
$964,000 
$1,100,000

KeyRealEstate

JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

$6,490,000
Indulge in the ultimate waterfront lifestyle with this extraordinary 
end-lot property. Beyond just a residence, it promises an unparalleled 
experience. Imagine waking up to awe-inspiring panoramic vistas 
of the Bay, city skyline, and the iconic Ringling Bridge, all greeting 
you from every window! With an impressive 243 feet of waterfront, 
including 118 feet directly on the open Bay and an additional 125 feet 
along the canal, this home offers unparalleled access to waterfront 
living. Strategically positioned on the canal side, the boat mooring, 
lift, and dock ensure the safety of your watercraft while preserving 
the unobstructed bay views that define this  

BIRD KEY 
328 BOB WHITE WAY  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$2,195,000
Welcome to this impeccably renovated home, fully prepared for 
you to move right in. With fresh paint, designer wall treatments, 
and breathtaking new lighting, every detail has been carefully 
curated to perfection. Inside, the open floor plan allows natural 
light to pour into the spacious rooms, creating an inviting 
ambiance throughout. The heart of the home lies in the dreamy 
white kitchen, boasting quartz countertops, new appliances, and 
an exquisitely designed island that seamlessly connects to the 
tile-accented family room. Step outside to discover your own 
private oasis—the resort-worthy pool area awaits, promising 
endless relaxation and blissful moments.

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

SARASOTA HARBOR
765 JOHN RINGLING BLVD. #5  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$599,000
Experience breathtaking waterfront vistas from this exquisitely 
remodeled, light-filled condominium.  Situated on the ground 
floor, this 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom residence offers a welcoming 
atmosphere from the moment you arrive. Upon entry, you’ll be 
greeted by a well-appointed kitchen and living space bathed 
in natural light, seamlessly connected to a dining area and a 
spacious living room boasting stunning Bay views. Meticulously 
renovated, this unit features brand-new tile flooring throughout, 
updated kitchen cabinetry and appliances, and a contemporary 
bathroom vanity. Located in the vibrant 55+ maintenance-free 
Sarasota Harbor community, residents can enjoy sweeping 
panoramas of Sarasota Bay.

525 NORTON ST
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

May 24
Suspended license

8:06 p.m.
Officer Pescuma received an alert service hit for a license 

plate image captured from the north end license plate camera. 
The vehicle was traveling southbound and the alert was for a 
suspended/revoked/canceled driver’s license. Officer Pescuma 
checked the FCIC/NCIC database and confirmed that the 
registered owner driver’s license was suspended indefinitely 
as of May 13, 2024. The vehicle was located and a traffic 
stop was conducted on a blue Chevy. Officer Pescuma made 
contact with the driver an provided the reason for the traffic 
stop. Officer Pescuma advised the driver that his Florida Driver’s License was suspended. The 
driver handed him a Florida Identification card. Officer Pescuma asked if he was ever issued a 
Florida Driver’s license and he said yes. He made a spontaneous utterance, “I knew that it was 
suspended, and I owe $200 to get my driver’s license back.” Officer Pescuma inquired why he 
was driving and the driver stated he was delivering food for Door Dash. Officer Pescuma issued 
a criminal citation for knowingly driving while license is suspended. Officer Pescuma advised 
that the driver could not drive and he made arrangements for transportation. Case clear.

May 25
Electrical fire

1:09 a.m.
Officer Pescuma while on patrol observed a bright white light in conjunction with a loud  

noise. Upon investigating, Officer Pescuma observed a utility pole arching and sparking with 
visible flames. Officer Pescuma notified dispatch to advise Longboat Key Fire Department and 
FPL. Longboat Key Fire Department arrived on scene at 1:14 a.m. to investigate and assist 
with scene safety. FPL arrived on scene to troubleshoot the cause of fire and assess damages. 
Prior to FPL arriving on scene, the fire extinguished itself. Case clear.

Loud music
1:00 p.m.
Officer Kolodzieski was dispatched to a complaint of loud music coming from a boat at the 

Jewfish Key sandbar. Upon arrival, Officer Kolodzieski observed more than 100 boats in the 
immediate area and one boat had the loudest music which was clearly heard from more than 
300 feet away. Officer Kolodzieski approached the boat with the blue lights on and was able 
to be within 30 feet of the vessel. The boat was a dark blue 27 foot Sea Hunt Center Console. 
The boat was occupied by numerous people and they did not seem to notice the police 
boat. Officer Kolodzieski activated his siren and a man immediately turned the music off. 
Officer Kolodzieski explained to the individuals on the boat that they were in side the limits 
of Longboat Key and that Longboat Key has a sound ordinance. Officer Kolodzieski further 
advised that there was a complaint and their music was too loud. A woman and man both said 
they were sorry and they would turn the music down. With immediate and voluntary compli-
ance, Officer Kolodzieski left the crowded area of the sandbar and remained in the general area 
for several minutes. Case clear.

Citizen assist
1:46 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to the 3300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a citizen assist. 

Upon his arrival, Officer Ferrigine met with the complainant who said she was unable to back 
her truck out of her parking spot. Officer Ferrigine assisted the complainant in getting her out 
of her parking spot. Case clear.

Jet skis
5:25 p.m.
Officer Barrett while on patrol, observed two jet skis on a 

full plane traveling southbound on the west side of Jewfish 
Key. The area is marked as a minimum wake zone. Officer 
Barrett stopped both jet skis and cited both men for violating 
the minimum wake zone. Case clear.

Boat
6:25 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to Harbourside Drive for 

a call of lewd behavior. Upon arrival, the officer was met by 
the complainant who works at the Moorings and said that he was notifed by a person that 
mentioned someone was on his boat and not clothed. The complainant said that he observed 
the person and requested that he put his clothes on. Officer Ramsaier and Officer Pescuma 
interviewed the man who was fully clothed upon arrival, and he said that he was the captain 
of the boat just returned to the slip and he was clanging out of his clothes and sitting on the 
bridge off the boat when the complainant asked him to put clothes on. Case clear.

May 26
Broken watermain

8:34 a.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Bayou Sound in reference toa  water leak. Upon his arrival, 

Officer Mathis observed a water leak on the customer side of the water line. Officer Mathis 
spoke with the complainant who asked for the officer to cut off the water if possible until a 
plumber could respond. Officer Mathis then turned off the water and stopped the leak until 
plumbers could respond to the location. Case clear.

Driver’s license
8:44 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier was alerted via the camera alert system of a southbound vehicle for a 

registered owner with a suspended/revoked/cancelled driver’s license. FCIC/NCIC query was 
conducted using the Spillman/Statelink application which did not include a photo of the reg-
istered owner, however FCIC/NCIC confirmed the registered owner has a cancelled Florida 
Driver’s license. The vehicle was located and observed traveling at a speed of approximately 28 
miles per hour and causing an obstruction and traffic for approximately a quarter of a mile. 
The officer initiated a traffic stop at the 5600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Ramsaier 
made contact with the driver later identified. The officer explained the reason for the traffic 
stop and requested a driver’s license from the driver. The driver said that he did not have a 
driver’s license. This officer asked if the driver was the registered owner in which he replied he 
was not. Officer Ramsaier was able to get further information. Officer Ramsaier was able to 
get further pedigree information from the driver once his passport. Officer Ramsaier was able 
to get further information from the driver once his passport was provided. When the officer 
asked if the driver was aware that he needed to have a driver’s license to operate a vehicle, he 
said he knew and was working on getting one. The officer asked why he was driving without a 
license. The driver said that he was moving the vehicle because his son, the registered owner of 
the vehicle had been cited for operating a vehicle without a valid license earlier in the day. The 
officer found the driver in violation of Florida State Statute for no driver’s license. Case clear.

May 27
Welfare check

6:20 p.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to Spanish Drive in reference to a welfare check. Sarasota 

Sheriff ’s Office dispatch advised that the caller could not get ahold of her father for the last 24 
hours. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos observed a blue Toyota parked in the carport of the resi-
dence. Officer Miklos made contact with the man and advised him that his daughter had been 
trying to get into contact with him. The man said his phone was not working correctly. Officer 
Miklos was able to make contact with the woman and provide an update for her. Case clear.

pd by CSTF
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440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

The French Open dominates the tennis world this time 
of year. The draw of this fabled grand slam event has players 
from across the globe competing for the title. The seeded play-
ers, those rated in advance as 
the top contenders, do not 
compete against other seed-
ed players in the first round 
of matches. The three top 
seeded players come from 
countries and regions that 
produce distinctive wines. 

Novak Djokovic from 
Serbia has the top seed in the 
2024 tournament. He has a 
much more widely known 
image than Serbian wine. 
His Serbian wine venture, 
Novak Djokovic Winery in 
Serbia, has released wines 
made from the French Chardonnay and Syrah grape varieties. 
Nonetheless, Serbia does produce highly  regarded wines from 
native grapes. The 2022 Vinarija Ivanović No 3/4 Tamjanika 
($14) has a golden color, spicy aromas on the nose, and tastes 
of crisp apples and lemon zest. Its dry acidity (ABV 14% !) 
enlivens pork, bird, and fish dishes. The complexity of the 
wine serves as a reminder of the complex political and ethnic 
history the Balkan region.

Jannik Sinner from the South Tyrol region of Italy has 
the second seed in the draw. He won the immediately prior 
Grand Slam tournament, the Australian Open, and defeated 
in the semifinals the then and now top ranked player by the 
Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP), Novak Djokovic. 

Sinner is recovering from a hip injury that has slowed his 
pursuit of Djokovic in the battle for the number one tennis 
player in the world. The 22 year old Sinner was born and grew 
up in a German speaking region of Italy not far from the bor-
der of Austria, from which South Tyrol was split after World 
War I. The popular South Tyrolean Wine Road meanders 
through picturesque villages with wineries using traditional 
methods to grow grapes and make the original local versions 
of Pinot Grigio, Pinot Bianco, Lagrein, and Gewurztraminer 
for which they are known. The 2022 Ritterhof Weingut-
Tenuta Auratus Gewurztraminer Sudtirol DOC ($25, ABV 
14.5%) has floral aromas and moderately sweet fruit tastes. It 
moderates the heat of spicy Asian and Mexican dishes, and it 
serves well as a light dessert wine.

Third seed Carlos Alcaraz Garfia defeated the top seed 
Djokovic in the 2023 Wimbleton final and, after recovering 
from ankle, torso, and forearm injuries, has become the odd-
smakers favorite to win the 2024 French Open title. The 21 
year old Spanish star was born in El Palmar, a village in the 
Murcia region of Spain near Playa (beach) El Palmar. Largely 
situated in the highlands above El Palmar, the Murcia wine 
region has three subregions: Bullas, Jumilla, and Yecla. Each 
has its own take on the red-black Monastrell grape, the French 
grape Mourvèdre, also known in Spain as Montero. The dif-
ferent altitudes of the subregions gives a different taste to the 
Monastrell grape. 

The young Alcaraz has become an ambassador for the 
Murcia region. He’s an original akin to wine grapes that have 
been planted in Murcia for generations. The 2022 Bodegas 
Juan Gil Plata - Silver Label Jumilla, Spain ($14) has the deep 
tannins tastes of a Monastrell, Best with savory meats and rich 
sauces. 

So do distinctive wines create an environment for tennis 
champions? Probably not. Djokovic and Alcaraz began play-
ing tennis at four years old. Sinner at seven. A strong tennis 
player development program within a country or region 
discovers talented youth at young ages and accelerates their 
preparations for play at the highest levels.                   

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Djokovic, Alcaraz & Sinner: French Open Vin Stars
Novak Djokovic Winery in Serbia, has released wines made from the French Chardonnay and Syrah 
grape varieties. Nonetheless, Serbia does produce highly regarded wines from native grapes.

Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle 
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-

rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.

letters@lbknews.com



Page 12     Friday, May 31, 2024 The News

mentioned septic transfer and construction staging - and Jewfish secession would only make 
the current condition much worse.

In the March 28 Longboat Observer Stephen Ellis raised some points that we think he, and 
the other Jewfish owners, need to be aware of:

There are undergrounding benefits to Jewfish even if Jewfish is already undergrounded. 
There are many Longboat key neighborhoods and individual properties that were also already 
undergrounded. These neighborhoods and properties were taxed for undergrounding at a sig-
nificantly reduced rate and they all, including Jewfish, received the improved safety, reliability, 
and aesthetics benefits of the project that the majority of Longboat Key residents voted for.

Very few Longboat Key real estate tax payers receive personal services equal to the taxes paid; 
a huge percentage of taxes paid benefits all residents via educated children in the school system. 
Doesn’t sound like Jewfish owners understand that only 14% of real estate taxes get returned 
to Longboat Key (Manatee County, Bayside). This 14% funds fire, police, and town staff, and 
public town roads, parks, etc. We suspect that Jewfish owners would still be charged addition-
ally for those services if they were received from Manatee County instead of Longboat key.

In conclusion, could you please reject the Jewfish Key property owners’ petition to secede 
from the town of Longboat Key.

Thank you for considering this request,
Carla and Pete Rowan 
Longboat Key

ADA Accessibility at Quickpoint
To: Longboat Key Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Thank you for this very thorough answer to my question regarding ADA accessibility at 

Quickpoint - clearly a lot more complicated than I’d imagined.
Debra Williams
Commissioner
Longboat Key

Quick Point
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Commissioner Debra Williams recently asked about part or all of Quick Point Park existing 

boardwalk and earthen trail becoming an ADA accessible feature through the possibility of 
adding Mobi-mat®.  Due to the nature of the park being only incrementally boardwalked and 
very close to the shoreline, it would not be conducive and actually end up being cost prohibi-
tive to add Mobi-mats at this time.  More information on this is noted on the inspection notes 
further below.

Overall, the park is a passive nature preserve, so the boardwalks were never designed to be 
fully connected.  Connecting these areas by, for example, adding more at-grade or above-grade 
boardwalk will be extremely costly.  The preserve can be planned for greater accessibility in 
the future, perhaps as part of a long-term plan for the nature preserve combined with the 
potential future construction of a loop trail.  We are in the process of a feasibility study and 
budget estimates for the loop trail now.  The nature of the current trail is that there are beach 
sand walking areas, natural ground walking areas, compacted dirt/shell/rock walking areas, and 
boardwalk walking areas all combined to get to the Bay overlook.  The long-term loop project 
can include connecting more of the trail with compacted shell or boardwalk as part of creating 

the continuous loop.
Here is some back-up information below from our team’s field inspection and further analy-

sis for the Mobi-mat:
To get to the first boardwalk, the Mobi-mat would need to go from the terminus of the 

sidewalk to the first boardwalk, about 500-feet.  After that there is a long stretch before the 
next boardwalk. Then there are more at-grade areas that don’t have boardwalks to get to the 
Observation Deck.

The approximate initial cost for mobi-mat to get to the first boardwalk is $25,000.
Mobi-mat should not be put in areas that might be under water. These at-grade areas will 

definitely be under water at times and the mats would be susceptible to water damage or wash-
ing away.  Then the Town would be incurring ongoing cost of repair and replacement.

The beach area to get to the first boardwalk section is only 5 - 8-feet wide depending on 
tides. A mat is this location would not allow people to utilize that area for sunbathing and/
or fishing.

Also there is a possibility that the mat cannot be at the beach location during turtle season.  
We would have to confirm.

We need truck access to mow and empty trash and vehicles are not permitted on Mobi-mat.
Public Works does not have in-house capacity to place and remove the mats every day or 

during regular tidal cycles.
Our experience has been that this park (Quick Point trail) does not get used as much in 

general as compared to other parks in the Town.  To date, we have not received a request from 
residents or others to make this trail accessible. 

Attached is a graphic with a few of these notes.  Please feel free to forward to Commissioner 
Williams or let us know if you would like us to, or if you would rather bring back up as a 
follow-up at the next budget workshop.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: James Haft
I have been looking into the issues that arose around mangrove removal at a residence on 

Gull Drive in the City of Anna Maria earlier this year.  My understanding is that, although 
there was some confusion about the matter, the permit allowing the mangrove removal and 
the sea wall was issue by FDEP.   I have a call in to Hannah Westerfeldt at FDEP (she runs the 
mangrove operation and spoke at our last Commission meeting) to explore that case and see 
what we can do to avoid a similar result here.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Has the State pre-empted mangrove regulation?    If not, perhaps we could pass our own 

ordinance to protect canals….
James Haft
Longboat Key
 

Mangroves
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
It definitely does. Under this rule ever mangrove in every Longboat Key canal is vulnerable. 

Back this weekend. Enjoying my last fire.  It definitely does. Under this rule ever mangrove in 
every LBK canal is vulnerable. Back this weekend. Enjoying my last fire.

Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key
 

Mangroves
To: Rusty Chinnis
You were right about it being a State authorization, but I don’t know why the FDEP would 

do this.  Needs more study.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
The mangroves were removed from the residence on Gull St in Anna Maria as a result of 

a permit issued by the State of Florida DEP. City ordinances stipulate that seawalls are to be 
constructed landward of any mangroves. But the contractor went to the State and got a permit 
to remove all the mangroves prior to the issuance of our permit. The State did not consult with 
the city prior to issuing the permit. That’s a flaw in the process.

Hope that clears it up for you. Best regards,
Dan Murphy
Mayor
City of Anna Maria

Mangroves
To: City of Anna Maria Mayor Dan Murphy 
As we continue to discuss mangrove protection, I have been asked whether the rules that 

ultimately permitted a stretch of mangroves to be removed in the City of Anna Maria recently 
in order to allow a lengthy residential sea wall to be built were part of a City ordinance, a 
County regulation, State law or some combination of these?   Thanks much.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
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Ads that work... 941.387.2200

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant 
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Classics Integrated with

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:

info@dragonrises.edu 
(800) 606-6685

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

TM

 www.dragonrises.edu

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Let the children play outside

StayingAlive

MATTHEW EDLUND M.D.
Contributing Columnist
health@lbknews.com

Thumbs. They race across joysticks and pale glass surfaces, 
clicking and pulling so quickly you need a stop-time camera to 
see what they’ve done. They send messages of love and forgive-
ness, kick footballs, pilot spacecrafts across millions of light 
years and explode the immense teethed jaws of flesh-eating 
aliens who will destroy Earth and every living thing on it.

And that’s the only part of the kid that’s moving.
Adults of all forms and persuasions come to me, grandpar-

ents, aunts, cousins, mothers-in-law, all with the same com-
plaint—the children are inside all day. Why aren’t they outside? 
Why aren’t they playing in the sun? They’re sitting in chairs 
glued down like a mollusk, and they angrily declare, “Their 
parents should get up off their duff” and go outside to watch 
them, but they’re “too damn lazy to move.”

I tell them the economic crisis makes this vastly more com-
plicated, but children and their play is a major public health 
issue that will affect their health and ability to learn most of 
their lives. Here are some reasons I hear against, and reasons 
for, letting your children play outside:

Reasons against:
1. Predators. They’re out there, parents tell me. They’re right. Predators are out there, in 

schools and supermarkets, churches and playgrounds, and children have to be taught to deal 
with them everywhere and anytime.

2. Bullies. Ditto for predators—they appear anywhere children appear, so children must be 
taught to deal with them, and actually deal with them, so that they can develop an indepen-
dent, self-reliant personality and grow up.

3. They’ll get hurt. True, they can get hurt outside, but it’s a lot better to help the growing 
process by using their bodies, so they can grow the strong muscles and bones that they will 
need throughout life. 

4. West Nile virus. There are innumerable bugs outside that can kill, but there are enough 
bugs on your hand to kill most of humanity if immune systems don’t work—and playing out-
side can help develop and mature your immune system in ways that will help you and the rest 
of the society for decades (see below).

5. Our community is not built for children’s play. And the tenements of your grandparents 
were? Gated communities may sometimes be a bad idea, but children can and do learn to play 
almost anywhere.

Reasons to play outside:
1. Learning to play. A great joy of life is the creativity of play, of making up roles, stories, 

games, of learning to create on your own and with others—and imaginations open up when 
you get outside. Play can also teach mental flow and sustained attention, required for sustained 
achievement.

2. Sunlight. Light is a drug that resets immunity, biological clocks, improves mood and pro-
vides vitamin D. Yes, it can cause skin cancer, but that’s why hats, sunscreen, and long sleeves 
and pants were made.

3. Improving immunity. Farm children get far less asthma. Playing in the dirt teaches the 
immune system. Handling those bugs in childhood is critical to avoidance of many autoim-
mune diseases, as well as perhaps neurological conditions like MS. Your body learns by doing 
and through experience, just as it does for intellectual activities.

4. Preventing obesity. Humans are built to move. We’re walking machines. Hunter-gatherer 
societies walk 12 to 14 miles a day. Walking can help prevent most of the main disease scourges 
of industrial mankind, and moving after meals may be even more effective in weight control.

5. Getting into nature. Even short periods in the natural world improve mood, and natural 
settings have historically provided our ideals of beauty and paradise. If we want to preserve 
our planet rather than cook it, children need to get outside and see how things live and grow.

6. Making friends. You can play video games together, but it’s far better to play with other 
kids, learning to care about others and cooperate—a large part of what it means to be human.

7. Different senses. You smell, hear and taste inside, but you’ll sense so much more outside, 
teaching your nervous system and expanding your imagination.

8. Sports. You can make a living as a virtual gamer in Korea, but most of us won’t learn 
baseball, football, soccer, tennis, kickball and other sports unless we get outside. We need to 
use our bodies the way they’re built, to move, jump and play as we learn new skills.

There are dozens of other reasons for children to play outside, and perhaps you’ll write in 
some. We humans are social animals; built to move; built to live and love nature; to grow and 
mature by doing. So let the children play outside, let their brains and bodies grow, and let them 
learn the pleasure of some of the greatest joys of life—together with other children.

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

BE SEEN!
ads@lbknews.com

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom
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Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Want a new spring hair look? 
Come see our expert stylists! 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

(941) 284-9563
  Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator

Haircuts
Color

Highlights
Treatments

Ayurvedic Scalp 
Massage

200 Central Ave  •  Suite 18  •  Downtown Sarasota

Health Is Wealth

BOOK NOW AT:  hairandearth.glossgenius.com

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

Stacy’s Computers
 Repair & Tutoring 

in Your Home
Call Stacy at 941.246.1048
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Town Center, from page 1
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Reductions
This project is focused on monitoring and detection to 

enable a more proactive response to the presence of cyanobac-
teria and will allow Mote’s Dr. Emily Hall to study the efficacy 
of innovative treatment methodologies using a water-probe 
detection product made by BlueGreen Water Technologies, 
called Lake Guard® Dew, a ready-to-use product that is 
encapsulated in a thin, inert, biodegradable, proprietary coat-
ing which causes it to float on the water’s surface and slowly 
release its mitigation product over time.

Dr. Hall will 
assess the prod-
uct’s viability for 
reducing nutrient 
concentrations, 
which has the 
potential for res-
toration against 
chronic harmful 
algal blooms. The 
project consists 
of water condi-
tion analytics 
and in-field treat-
ment that will 
take place at Lake 
Jesup in Seminole 
County, Florida, 
which does not 
support plant and 
animal life very 
well due to exces-
sive nutrients and the presence of cyanobacteria.

Dr. Hall will also: view to the unique characteristics of 
the lake in combination with in-water probe devices to 
supplement artificial intelligence (AI) capabilities in pursuit 
of improved remote sensing monitoring and predictive model-
ing assess whether this product can reduce nutrients, thereby 
reducing the potential for harmful algal blooms, and keep 
cyanotoxin levels below advisory thresholds established by the 
US EPA

Once detection has occurred, treatment can be applied. The 
treatment product can be used at a large scale that can be eas-
ily and responsibly dispersed aerially via a helicopter or fixed 
wing aircraft and a 1-ton reservoir (which has previously been 
done with another Lake Guard® product).

“One advantage of this slow-release product is the increase 
in contact time thereby significantly increasing the potential 
to bind with impurities in the water,” said Dr. Hall, Mote’s 
Chemical and Physical Ecology Research Program Manager. 
“Lake Guard® Dew’s increased binding potential means that 
only minimal quantities are required to achieve the maximum 
impact. Typical drivers of algal bloom proliferation are sun-

to staff exploring numerous options including artificial turf. 
As part of staff ’s research, it reached out to the Longboat 

Key Club to obtain recommendations for soil and sod turf. 
The Longboat Key Club came back to the town with a dona-
tion opportunity that includes supplying and regrading all of 
the soil layers, installing new sod, adjusting irrigation heads, 
and supplying a robotic mower for maintenance. Additionally, 
the Key Club would jointly pay for educational signage. 

The Key Club recommends that the new sod variety be 
Platinum Paspalum, which is known for its thick and luxuri-
ously soft walkable texture as well as extreme resistance to 
salinized water. 

The Town Commission must agree to this donation agree-
ment and shared responsibilities. Brownman said that if pos-
sible, the goal is to complete these enhancements this summer, 
“to catch the rainy season.”

The Commission will consider the donation agreement at 
its June 3 Commission Meeting.

light, warm water temperature, and nutrients. Of these listed, 
nutrients are the one that we can attempt to control, which is 
why this project is so important.”

The grant will allow Mote’s Dr. Cindy Heil to investigate 
a cost-efficient, environmentally safe and scalable technology 
made by Innovation Heights called the Aquastream Cyto-
Bot to help mitigate cyanobacteria in Lake Sarasota. The 
Aquastream is a patented autonomous floating cyanobacterial 
collector that physically removes cyanobacteria from water-
ways.

 This project will test the efficacy of the Aquastream for 
cyanobacteria cell and toxin removal first in small-scale lab 
studies and later demonstrate its potential efficacy in a field 
scale in Lake Sarasota demonstration with measurable cell and 
toxin metrics in a local aquatic system subject to HABs.

“Establishing and quantifying the efficacy of the Aquastream 
and demonstrating its field use and effectiveness against cya-
nobacteria cells and their associated toxins will provide Florida 
with a portable, autonomous, readily deployable mitigation 
tool to rapidly respond to, deploy and mitigate cyanobacteria, 
restoring water quality and minimizing public health risks,” 
said Dr. Heil, Director of Mote’s Red Tide Institute.

Non-toxic Biodegradable Formulation 
for Eliminating Cyanobacteria 
and Their Toxins in Freshwater Systems

The grant will allow Mote’s Dr. Rich Pierce, and the 
Ecotoxicology research team, to investigate the effectiveness of 
Xtreme, a natural non-toxic product developed by Heartland 
Energy Group, on reducing cyanobacterial cells and toxins, 
and determining the correct dosage for successful mitigation. 

This product has shown significant positive signs in Mote’s 
testing of it as a Florida red tide mitigation tool. Mote’s 
Ecotoxicology team will design and implement tests (grow-
ing from a small size lab test to larger-scale tests) at Mote’s 
Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Facility 
at the Mote Aquaculture Research Park. The product, called 
Xtreme, is currently in use for many water purification and 
quality improvement applications, including to control the 
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 
OVER $78 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD JUST IN 2024

RANKED #10 COLDWELL BANKER INDIVIDUAL REALTOR IN THE NATION

www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

THE SHORE • 5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $895,000
2BR/2BA • 1,561 SF • First level • One pet no weight limit • Steps to beach

SCAN FOR MORE

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  551 PUTTER LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $6,199,500
4BR+DEN+OFFICE/5.5BA  •  Full Bay view • 2 Primary suites • 6-Car garage 

SCAN FOR MORE

BEACHPLACE  •  1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #402  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $929,000
2BR/2BA • 1,392 SF • Updated • Furnished • Covered parking space 

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY • 2016 HARBOURSIDE DR., #327 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $899,000
2BR/2BA • 1,532 SF  •  Corner residence  •  Direct Bay front  •  Covered parking

SCAN FOR MORE

THE BAYOU • 3221 BAYOU WAY • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,650,000 
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,639 SF  •  Spacious split floor plan  •    Screened pool

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY • 1930 HARBOURSIDE DR., #111 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $795,000  
2BR/2BA • 1,442 SF •  Full bay views  •  Walkdown to bayfront

ISLANDS WEST • 2525 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11B • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,499,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,491 SF  •  Gulf front Penthouse  •  Updates

WESTON POINT • 617 WESTON POINTE COURT • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $3,495,000
4BR/5BA  •  4,395 SF  •  Canal front w/dock  •  Courtyard with casita

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

LBK TOWERS • 603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,799,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,458 SF  •  Gulf, bay, golf course views  •  Extended Gulf front terrace

SCAN FOR MORE

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

SCAN FOR MORE

BUTTONWOOD HARBOUR  •  602 BUTTONWOOD DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • 
$1,325,000 

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  1180 BOGEY LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $997,000  
2BR+DEN/2BA • 2,180 SF • Furnished  •  Large fenced yard

SCAN FOR MORE

BEACHPLACE • 1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #605 • LONGBOAT KEY FL • $1,790,000
2BR/2BA •  1,503 SF • Penthouse Level • Direct Gulf front

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST 
LISTED

SCAN FOR MORE

QUEENS HARBOUR • 3520 FAIR OAKS LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,699,000 
3BR+DEN/3BA • 2,902 SF • Separate casita for guests

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS • 601 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #301-S • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $2,998,000
3BR/3BA •  2,420 SF  • Gulf front  •  Completely Updated 

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST 
LISTED

ISLANDER CLUB  •  2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #64-S •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $650,000
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  •  Bay & Golf course views

SCAN FOR MORE

THE MARK  •  111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1010  •  SARASOTA, FL  •  $1,895,000
2BR+DEN/2.5BA •  1,746 SF  •  Bay & City Views  •  10th Floor  •  Modern floor plan

SCAN FOR MORE
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