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See Your Local
Case IH Dealer
Today!

BAKERSFIELD
Sonsray Machinery
661-327-1641

FIVE POINTS
Sonsray Machinery
559-884-2431

FRESNO
Sonsray Machinery
559-834-2277

SALINAS
Sonsray Machinery
831-240-0378

STOCKTON
N&S Tractor Co.
209-944-5500

STRATFORD
N&S Tractor Co.
559-947-3301

TULARE
Linder Equipment Co
559-685-5000

WILLOWS
N&S Tractor Co.
530-934-3382

WOODLAND
Wilkinson International
530-662-7373

Forest Service Announces Additional

e

The U.S. Forest Service announced
an additional 2026 recreation fee-free
day on June 6 in celebration of Nation-
al Trails Day, providing no cost use of
all standard amenity recreation sites
on national forests and grasslands.

National Trails Day was established
by the American Hiking Society in
1993 and occurs annually on the first
Saturday in June. It brings together
federal land managers, partners, and
volunteers to celebrate trails and ac-
complish trail stewardship projects to
ensure they are safe, well-maintained,
easy-to-follow and accessible.

“We are so excited to invite Ameri-
cans to visit our national forests free of
charge on National Trails Day and view
the beauty of our nation in person!”
said Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L.
Rollins. “We hope families and friends
can come together and celebrate this
special day and reconnect with our na-
tion’s spirit in this positive setting and
learn more about our amazing forest
landscapes.”

"For National Trails Day in 2025,
Forest Service trail managers, part-
ners, and volunteers hosted 80 events,
including 54 stewardship projects,
engaging with more than 3,100
volunteers who maintained 173 miles
of trail,” said Forest Service Chief Tom
Schultz.“We hope those who love
Forest Service trails will join us at the
trailhead on June 6, whether it’s vol-
unteering to build new trails, pick up
trash near a trailhead, participating in
a nature walk, or taking advantage of
the fee-free day benefits”

2026 Fee-Free Day on June 6

Find a local National Trails Day
event and join the nationwide move-
ment. Consider hosting an event in
cooperation with local Forest Service
staff if one doesn’t currently exist
near you. The Forest Service is also
encouraging all visitors to Take the
#NationalTrailsDay Pledge and commit
to leaving the trails better than you
found them.
The Forest Service-managed trail
system, at more than 165,000 miles,
is the largest public trails system in
the U.S. with trailheads in nearly every
state making recreation opportuni-
ties accessible to hike, bike, ATV, ride
horseback, snowmobile, snowshoe,
etc. In 2025, volunteers and partners
accounted for more than 60 percent
of all trail maintenance accomplish-
ments, or nearly 26,000 miles.
Here’s additional 2026 Fee-Free
Days:
- National Get Outdoors Day:
June13, 2026

- Independence Day: July 4. 2026

- Constitution Day: September 17,
2026

- National Public Lands Day:
September 26, 2026

« Theodore Roosevelt’s Birthday:
October 27, 2026

« Veterans Day: November 11, 2026

For more information visit www.
fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits.

The Forest Service waives recre-
ation fees at most day-use sites on
lands managed by the agency. Partic-
ipation by concession-operated sites
may vary.
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Young people ages 9 to 18 invited to UC Range and
Mustang Camp in Modoc National Forest

Range and Mustang Camp will offer youth an opportunity to learn about wild horse health and
management.

Would wild horses drag the attention
of teenagers away from their phones?
University educators are offering 4-H
summer camps for youths age 9 to 18 to
experience the outdoors while learning
about wild horse management and
careers in natural resources.

To educate young people about
healthy lands and healthy horses,

Utah State University and University of
California Cooperative Extension have
developed mustang camps across the
United States. The 4-H camps are funded
through a U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment grant.

"Research shows that learning
outside of the classroom is a great way
for young people to grow their interests
and learn to take care of the natural
world and protect it for the future,” said
California camp organizer Laura Snell,
UC Cooperative Extension livestock and
natural resources advisor.

For the third year of the North-
ern California camp, UC Cooperative
Extension is partnering with the CalPac
section of the Society for Range Man-
agement to expand the Mustang Camp
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into a three-day, two-night Range and
Mustang Camp, Aug. 6-8, 2026. It will
be held in Modoc National Forest in the
northeast corner of California.

Range and Mustang Camps will
also be hosted in Idaho, Utah, Colora-
do and Nevada with more locations
added throughout the year. Visit https://
extension.usu.edu/utah4h/events/mus-
tang-camp to learn about all Mustang
Camps offered this year.

Curriculum, materials designed for
two age groups

"We split the camp into two groups
for learning — an introduction and ad-
vanced group,” Snell said.

The curriculum and educational ma-
terials are designed for two age groups
- 11to 13 and 14 to 18. Both groups
will learn about managing public lands,
rangelands, wild horses and burros.
Campers will be invited to:

Take a deeper look at the relation-
ship between healthy lands and healthy
horses

Participate in the Mustang Camp
curriculum to learn about managing
wild horses on the range and in holding

facilities

Get close-up experience at a Bureau
of Land Management Wild Horse Facility
and see wild horses out on rangelands

"New this year, the youth will learn
about natural resource career opportu-
nities such as forestry, soils and hydrolo-
gy,' Snell added.

Participants to enjoy camp experi-
ences in Modoc National Forest

"We are moving camp to Blue Lake
Camp in the Modoc National Forest,'
Snell said. "This new location allows the
young people to participate in tradition-
al camp experiences such as swimming,
canoeing and toasting s’'mores - along
with making lifetime camp memories.

Anyone aged 9 to 18 is eligible.

Camp capacity is limited to 25
youths. Cost is $125 per camper and
includes all meals from lunch on Thurs-
day, Aug. 6, to lunch on Saturday, Aug. 8.
Housing will be in bunk houses. Partic-
ipants should bring a sleeping bag or
bedding (e.g., sheets, pillow, blanket).

For anyone who is not already a 4-H
member, the camp fees will cover 4-H
registration for the 2026-27 program
year. Register online at https://link.
ucanr.edu/mustangcamp2026.

For more information, please contact
Laura Snell at Iksnell@ucanr.edu or (530)
233-6400.

Hands-on activities teach campers about land
management.



GOULD AUCTION o omeuansns
. Xxperience Jerry (661) 333-3040
B Appl'alsal CO. LLC Results www.Gouldauction.com
6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, CA 93308 Bond #CAMS150-49-03 Usa 2892233 Email: Gouldhitch@aol.com

AUCTION SATURDAY JUNE 13th - 9:00 AM

Inspection Friday June 12 - from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Location: 6200 Price Way, Ba

Accepting Consignments Now!

Early Listing Includes 40+ Vehicles, (5) 2004-2018 Ford F150,
2004 Ford F250, (2) 2004, 2006 Ford F350, 2002 Ford F450,
(3) Case Backhoe’s Case 580M Series 2 S/N 1328, 580L Se-
ries 2 S/N 245812, 580 Super E S/N 5475843, Big Tex GN 2
Axle Trailer, Big Tex Trailer, Brock Pipe Dolly, Chevy 5500 w/
Man Lift

Lay Mor Self Propelled Sweeper, Model 8B, John Deere E1 120
Riding Lawn Mower w/Basket Nice, New Holland TC33D Trac-
tor W/Loader 1045 Hours, Scarifier Scraper, Toyota 7FGU30
5000 # Forklift. 46° JCB Boom Lift, 26’ JCB Scissor Lift, (2)
Rotoplat 507, Sullair 85CKM Air Compressor, Can-Am 1000R
Turbo 4 x 4, Polaris 800 High Output Ranger, Can-Am Dragon
Fire 4x4, (7) Honda Recon’s, (3) Recon’s, 2012 & 2019, Hon-
da, 2003 250 EX Sportrax, (6) Kubota RTV1140 For Parts.

(6) New China Golf Carts, Put Together, (2) New Skid Steer
Loaders, (7) Electric Tricycle’s, (10) New Steel Storage Build-
ings, 8'x14’ Storage Building, Pipeline Clamps, Barton Temp &
Flow Gauges, Sockets to 1”7, Drive Torque Wrenches, Power
Tools, Pipe Plugs, Threaders, Expecting Office Trailer, Heavy
Square Tubing & HD | Beam To 40, 6"x8”, 6"x16”, 5"x8 %",
2x107x25’.

New 40’ 4 door Container, 200 + Pallets, from soup to nuts.

LIVE & ONLINE BIDDING at

kersfield, CA 93308

www.Proxibid.com

Proxibid handling all online bids for AUCTIONS
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Modern Farming. The Lightning Weeder™ sup-
ports long-term soil stewardship while helping
growers expand weed management strategies.
herbicide-resistant weeds continue creat-
ing costly operational challenges for growers

across the country.

12 The Department of Water Resources (DWR)
announced an increase to the State Water
Project (SWP) allocation for 2026. The alloca-
tion is now 45 percent of requested supplies,
up from the previous allocation of 30 percent
announced on January 29. The allocation es-
tablishes how much water the State plans to
deliver to the 29 public water agencies served
by the SWP, which provides water to 27 million
Californians and 750,000 acres of farmland.

16 New Report: Rising Tide of Invasive Pests
Requires Dynamic, Resilent, Comprehensive
System. Pest prevention in California isn't quite
the same as it is elsewhere. The state’s vast agri-
cultural diversity—more than 400 crops across
dramatically varied climates—creates a bounty
thatis as appealing to invasive insects and patho-
gens as it is to consumers.

18 UC ANR research suggests tea could offer
high-value returns on smaller acreage. After
six decades of farming oranges, pistachios and
grapes in Fresno County, grower Stan Ishii didn’t
expect to see tea thriving in the Central Valley.
But curiosity brought him—and nearly 100 oth-
ers—to Tea Day at the UC Kearney Research and
Extension Center in Parlier, where researchers
shared new findings on the viability of Camellia
sinensis in California’s arid climate.

On The Cover
Crop Disaster Recovery

See Page 9 for information
cropdisasterrecovery.com
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READY FOR RENT OR PURCHASE
from 25 hp to 620 hp

Also, for rent many implements to choose from!

Lndes EQUIPMENT CO.

311 E. Kern Avenue
Tulare, California 93274

Serving Agriculture Since 1884
CASE il @
A IRV
(559) 685-5000 www.linderequipmentkubota.com

Safeway World Championship
Pumpkin Weigh-Off
October 12,2026 @ 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 - More Information: https://weighoff.miramarevents.com/
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AG POLICY & ADVOCACY

CDR Advocates for Fair 15% ELAP Mortality
Rate for Honeybee Producers

CDR supports honeybee
producers. If your ELAP
determination is impacted,
seek guidance about review or
appeal options.

(11 . .
Our focus is simple,

ensure producers
receive accurate and
fair determinations
based on current laws
and regulations

— David & Kimberly Lott

LAKE PLACID, FL, UNITED STATES,
Crop Disaster Recovery (CDR) is
actively advocating on behalf

of honeybee producers nation-
wide regarding a critical issue
impacting Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) payment
determinations.

In July 2025, Congress enacted
Public Law 119-21, directing the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to apply a 15% normal
mortality rate when determining
eligible honeybee colony losses
under ELAP. However, current im-
plementation guidance limits the
use of this updated rate to 2026
and future program years, rather
than applying it to eligible 2025
claims.

As outlined in CDR’s formal corre-
spondence to USDA leadership,

a letter to the secretary of AG
written by CDR Co-founders David
& Kim Lott, this interpretation
may materially impact producers.
Many honeybee operations filing
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Fouders of Crop Disaster Recovery:
David & Kimberly Lott

or receiving determinations after
enactment are still being evaluat-
ed using the prior mortality rate,
resulting in reduced payment
calculations and, in some cases,
significant financial shortfalls.

CDR’s position is that the statutory
language is clear and controlling.
The law directs that the Secretary
“shall utilize” the 15% mortality
rate, and this requirement should
apply to claims filed, pending, or
determined after the law’s enact-
ment.

“Our focus is simple, ensure pro-
ducers receive accurate and fair
determinations based on current
law,” said CDR leadership.“We are
working through appropriate ad-
ministrative channels to support
consistent and correct implemen-
tation.”

CDR is currently:

+ Engaging with USDA and
administrative leadership

+ Providing supporting analysis

and examples from impacted
claims

+ Assisting producers with
navigating appeals and
documentation

+ Monitoring for additional
guidance or clarification

Importantly, this effort is not only
about individual claims but about
ensuring consistency across all
counties and states so that hon-
eybee producers are treated fairly
nationwide.

CDR also encourages industry
awareness and engagement.
Producers, associations, and
stakeholders who have
relationships with agricultural
policymakers are encouraged
to help elevate awareness of
the issue to support timely
clarification and resolution.

Support for Producers

CDR remains committed to
supporting honeybee producers
through this process. Producers
who believe their ELAP deter-
minations may be impacted are
encouraged to seek guidance to
understand their options, includ-
ing potential review or appeal
pathways.

About Crop Disaster Recovery (CDR)
Crop Disaster Recovery helps agri-
cultural producers build accurate,
defensible, and audit-ready posi-
tions within USDA programs, en-
suring they receive the payments
they are entitled to while main-
taining full compliance.
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Western Growers Announces $1.5 Million, Three-Year
Partnership with Reservoir Farms

Deal will help WG members evaluate agtech solutions for their toughest challenges

By Ann Donahue

Western Growers unveiled the details behind its three-year,
$1.5 million partnership with on-farm agtech robotics innovation
center Reservoir Farms, a commitment that gives WG members
and affiliated startups exclusive access and opportunities for ro-
botics field trials.

“This commitment confirms our confidence in Reservoir
Farms and particularly our strategic alignment with Danny Ber-
nstein and his team,” said Western Growers President and CEO
Dave Puglia. “Western Growers members will be in the driver's
seat to prioritize companies with workable automation and effi-
ciency solutions that can address escalating labor and other food
production input costs threatening domestic farm viability.”

Reservoir Farms helps startups get to the first viable product
in less time and for less capital by providing shared R&D space;
shared commercially grown field acreage; shared equipment
from partners like John Deere and real-world grower feedback on
products they are building.

Western Growers will provide Reservoir Farms $500,000 in
partnership funding each year for the next three years in addition
to the $250,000 the organization previously provided. In return,
Western Growers will have:

WG-branded demonstration days every year at any Reservoir

Farms location, including Salinas, Calif.; California Wine Country
and a soon-to-be launched Central Valley location. These events
will allow growers to evaluate performance, scalability and ROl in
real production environments. Demonstrations will focus on solv-
ing key challenges, such as labor constraints, input efficiency and
operational scalability.

In coordination with the Western Growers Center for Innova-
tion & Technology, select agtech startups will receive a sponsored
residency at Reservoir Farms. Startups will test and refine tech-
nologies alongside growers in real-world conditions to ensure
practical application.

The WG Innovation Committee will receive exclusive insight
from Reservoir Farms’ structured technology and business evalu-
ation of emerging agtech solutions; this will serve to inform and
guide member engagement.

“This partnership with Western Growers formalizes a direct
line between the problems growers are facing and the technolo-
gies being built to solve them,” said Danny Bernstein, CEO of Res-
ervoir. “By aligning startup development with WG member pri-
orities and validating those solutions in real farm environments,
Reservoir can accelerate the path from prototype to commercial
adoption. This is technology as resilience”
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As Glyphosate Debate Intensifies, LASCO Highlights

Electric Weed Control Alternative for Modern Farming

The Lightning Weeder™ supports long-term soil stewardship while
helping growers expand weed management strategies

As public debate surrounding
glyphosate-based herbicides inten-
sifies following renewed national
attention from recent Wall Street
Journal coverage, farmers are in-
creasingly facing pressure to bal-
ance productivity with long-term land
stewardship, herbicide resistance
challenges, and evolving public ex-
pectations surrounding agriculture.
At the same time, herbicide-resis-
tant weeds continue creating costly
operational challenges for growers
across the country.

The growing debate comes at
a time when even major global ag-
riculture companies are racing to
develop new solutions to combat
herbicide-resistant  “superweeds,”
a challenge recently highlighted in
The Wall Street Journal'. Industry
reports estimate herbicide-resistant
weeds cost U.S. agriculture billions
annually, while consumer scrutiny
surrounding pesticide residues in
food and soil continues to intensify?.
In response to these shifting con-
versations, LASCO is highlighting
its Lightning Weeder™, an electric
weed control system designed to
reduce reliance on traditional chem-
ical weed management practices.

For generations, chemical her-
bicides have played a major role in
maintaining clean and productive
fields. However, modern agricul-
ture is increasingly placing greater
emphasis on soil vitality, integrated
weed management, and sustain-
able long-term production practices
that work with the land rather than
against it.

Rather than applying chemicals
directly to the field, the Lightning
Weeder™ uses a patented Elec-
tric Discharge System (EDS) that
control weeds electrically through
direct plant contact. When weeds
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touch the applicator bar, electrical
energy rapidly evaporates moisture
within the plant, disrupting growth
while leaving the soil structure un-
disturbed. Because the -electrical
current travels through the plant it-
self, there is no chemical residue left
behind and minimal disruption to mi-
crobial activity beneath the soil.

“Farmers today are under pres-
sure from every direction — rising
input costs, herbicide resistance,
regulatory scrutiny, and changing
consumer expectations,” said Kev-
in Olson of LASCO Manufacturing.
“The Lightning Weeder™ gives
growers another tool to help man-
age weeds while reducing depen-
dence on traditional chemical-only
approaches.”

As agriculture evolves toward
more diversified and precision-based
farming practices, technologies like
the Lightning Weeder™ are gaining
attention from growers looking to ex-
pand weed management strategies
beyond traditional chemical-only
approaches. Built for modern ag-
ricultural operations, the Lightning
Weeder™ combines precision ap-

plication with energy-based weed
control technology designed to help
growers reduce soil disruption while
supporting long-term productivity
and sustainable land management.
LASCO believes electric weed con-
trol can play an important role in the
future of integrated weed manage-
ment and precision agriculture.

The Lightning Weeder™ applica-
tor system is hydraulically controlled
for precision height adjustment,
while electrical output is managed
through an operator control panel.
LASCO has also engineered the
system with multiple safety protec-
tions, including interlock systems
and shielded components designed
to support safe operation in field
conditions.

As conversations surrounding
chemical weed control continue
evolving across agriculture, food
production, and public health sec-
tors, technologies like the Lightning
Weeder™ are becoming part of a
broader industry discussion around
precision agriculture, soil steward-
ship, and diversified weed manage-
ment strategies.




Inspired by
Farmers.

Grounded in

FREE SETUP AND DELIVERY UNTIL JULY 15
NEW COMPACT UNIT DEMOS IN CA
CALL FOR DETAILS 218.791.6536

At LASCO, we develop proven, chemical-free weed
contrel systems shaped by sciance and on=farm
axperience, that give farmers reliable tools that
reduce complexity, restone sodl vitality and diminish
chemical dependence, safeguarding farmers, our
lands, and our future gaenerations.

The LASCO ELECTRIC DISCHARGE SYSTEM (EDS)

LIGHTMING WEEDER cuts costs, incroases yiebd—

a smart investment. The patented applicator is
hydraulically controlled tor height adjustment

L J toaddress a wide va riety of crops effectively

eliminating those chemical resistant weeds

organically, providing cost savings both in

labor as well as materials and water,

» f \ When you have tried everything else
to address your weeds, contact us
Lightning Weeder works.

LIGHTNING
WEEDER

lightningweeder.com
=y
O ©0Q
Look for Lightaing Weedor at an
equipment distributor near you

CDFA Announces Vacancies on the Shell Egg

Advisory Committee

The California Department of Food and Agriculture’s
Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety Branch announces two va-
cancies on the Egg Safety and Quality Management'’s Shell
Egg Advisory Committee (SEAC).

The program monitors egg quality at production,
wholesale, and retail levels. The goal is to provide Califor-
nia consumers with eggs that are wholesome, properly la-
beled, refrigerated, and meet the standard of established
quality, while maintaining fair and equitable marketing
standards in the California egg industry.

The vacancies are for one industry member and one
public member. The membership terms for these vacancies
will be 36 months.

Applicants for the industry member must be a regis-
tered egg handler or a representative of a registered egg
handler in the State of California.

The Public member applicants must not be a registered
egg handler or a representative of a registered egg handler.
Committee members receive no compensation but are
entitled to reimbursement for transportation to and from
meetings and for per diem expenses for lodging, meals,
and incidental expenses.

SEAC members play a vital role in providing industry ex-

pertise to advise the department regarding processes and
regulatory oversight.

Applicants interested in being considered for these
SEAC appointments should submit resumes by close of
business on June 28, 2026, to:

Mrs. Penny Arana

Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety Branch

1220 N Street Sacramento, California 95814

penny.arana@cdfa.ca.gov

Additional information is available on the Egg Safety
and Quality Management program’s webpage at http://
www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/mpes/esgm.html.

You may also contact Michael E. Abbott, Egg Quality
Manager, at (916) 900-5062.
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State Water Project Allocation Increases Heading

into Summer Months

A south-facing drone view of the California Aqueduct near Crows Landing, located in Stanislaus

County. Photo taken March 9, 2026.

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) announced
an increase to the State Water Project (SWP) allocation
for 2026. The allocation is now 45 percent of requested
supplies, up from the previous allocation of 30 percent an-
nounced on January 29. The allocation establishes how
much water the State plans to deliver to the 29 public water
agencies served by the SWP, which provides water to 27
million Californians and 750,000 acres of farmland.

In the spring, SWP allocations are based on current
hydrological conditions, existing reservoir storage, and
remaining snowpack. While California saw record heat in
March and early snowmelt, consistent rainstorms in April
provided critical runoff through the system that allowed
DWR to capture more water and meet environmental reg-
ulations without using stored water. Currently, the SWP’s
largest reservoir, Lake Oroville, is at 99 percent of capaci-
ty. Statewide, reservoirs are 117 percent of average for this
time of year.

The challenge remains that California’s snowpack, the
state’s frozen reservoir, is essentially gone. As of today,
the statewide snowpack is just 12 percent of average. The
snowpack peaked in mid-February and has since melted
off.

“California’s reservoirs are full, but most snowpack
melted off weeks ago. We must use this stored water care-
fully because there’s no backfill until next season,” said
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DWR Director Karla Nemeth.

Learn more about how
snowmelt impacts State Water
Project allocations: https://you-
tu.be/vXdP6s8KqOE.

The SWP utilized real-time
operational flexibility to benefit
water users and the environ-
ment despite the fact that so
much of this year’s precipitation
came as rain instead of snow.
Water managers at Lake Or-
oville coordinated closely with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to capture as much water
as possible while still providing
flood protection to downstream
communities. These flexible op-
erations, coupled with the im-
proved runoff in the system re-
sulted in an additional 400,000
acre-feet of storage in Lake Or-
oville. This puts the SWP in a
better position to provide water
supply to contractors this year
while maintaining robust carry-
over storage to meet water sup-
ply and environmental needs
should next year be dry.

Each year, DWR provides an initial SWP allocation in
December based on available water storage, projected
water supply and water demands. Allocations are updated
monthly as snowpack, rainfall and runoff data is analyzed,
with a final allocation typically determined near the end of
the season in May or June. This season, the initial alloca-
tion was 10 percent on December 1, updated to 30 percent
on January 29, and increased to 45 percent today.

Historical data on SWP allocations is available at https://
water.ca.gov/programs/state-water-project/management/
swp-water-contractors.
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Glyphosate-Resistant Weeds in California

Jorge Angeles , UCANR Weed Management
Advisor

Glyphosate is a  systemic
post-emergence  herbicide that
is used for weed control in many
crops in California. This herbicide is a
non-selective herbicide that controls
many broadleaf and grass weeds and
can be safely used in different crop-
ping systems. It is commonly used
in orchards, vineyards, agronomic
crops, and non-crop areas. Howev-
er, reliance on glyphosate herbicides
over time has led to the development
of glyphosate-resistant weeds in Cal-
ifornia.

Herbicide resistance normally oc-
curs when a weed population devel-
ops the ability to survive an herbicide
application at a dose that would nor-
mally control the weed. This is caused
by the repeated use of herbicides
with the same mode of action. Over
time, these weed escapes survive, re-
produce, and become the dominant
weeds in the field.

In the last two decades, there are
many glyphosate-resistant weeds
that have been confirmed in Califor-
nia such as horseweed (marestail),
hairy fleabane, Italian ryegrass, rigid
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ryegrass, annual bluegrass, junglerice
and Palmer amaranth. These weeds
can be commonly found in different
cropping systems, including orchards,
vineyards, and glyphosate-tolerant
crops. Hairy fleabane is one of the
weeds that has become widespread
across different cropping systems in
California, especially in cropping sys-
tems where glyphosate is frequently
used. Herbicide resistant weeds are
more commonly developed in or-
chards, vineyards, and non-crop ar-
eas because repeated applications of
glyphosate are relied upon for weed
control.

Glyphosate-resistant weeds can
affect crops in different ways. Poor
weed control can lead to increased
competition for water, nutrients, and
light. This competition for resources
leads to the reduction of crop vigor,
yield and quality. Some species, such
as Palmer amaranth, grow rapidly and
can interfere with harvest operations,
increasing labor and management
costs. Once herbicide resistant weeds
become dominant in a field or or-
chard, growers are often forced to se-
quential applications or adopt more
expensive or less convenient weed
control strategies.

Using herbicides with different

B
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modes of action is important for long-
term weed management. A mode of
action refers to how an herbicide af-
fects a plant at the biochemical level.
For example, Glyphosate inhibits an
enzyme required for protein synthe-
sis. When the same mode of action is
repeatedly used, it creates strong se-
lection pressure that favors resistant
individuals. Tank-mixing and rotating
herbicides with different modes of
action can help reduce this selection
pressure. By using herbicides with dif-
ferent modes of action, there is less of
a chance that a weed will survive an
herbicide application. This approach
improves weed control and reduces
the risk of weeds developing resis-
tance to herbicides.

To reduce the risk of weeds de-
veloping herbicide resistance, it is
important to use pre-emergence her-
bicides with residual activity, tank-
mix herbicides with different modes
of action, and control weed escapes.
Controlling weed escapes after an
herbicide application is critical to pre-
venting weeds from setting seeds and
spreading. In addition, using multiple
weed control strategies such as crop
rotation, equipment sanitation, me-
chanical, and cultural weed control
methods can.




DPR Makes Language Services Permanent for County

Agricultural Commissioners

What You Need to Know: DPR will permanently fund in-
terpretation and translation services for County Agricultural
Commissioner offices, expanding access to pesticide use en-
forcement and information for farmworkers and communities
across California.

The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)
announced it will permanently fund language services for
County Agricultural Commissioners (CACs). The program of-
fers CAC offices across all 58 California counties no-cost ac-
cess to a 24/7 interpretation call line and document transla-
tion services covering more than 100 languages.

This resource builds on the success of the department’s
2024-2026 pilot program to provide a resource for counties
to address language barriers experienced by farmworkers and
community members when reporting pesticide incidents or
accessing pesticide enforcement information. The announce-
ment accompanies the release of DPR’s Pilot Language Access
Hub Summary Report, which documents outreach efforts, us-
age data and lessons learned from the pilot program.

“It is critical that all Californians, regardless of the lan-
guage they speak, can access information on pesticide safety
and workers’ rights, and report incidents to their County Ag-
ricultural Commissioner,” said Karen Morrison, DPR Director.
“Expanding language access resources for counties is central
to our strategic goal of fostering engagement, collaboration,
and transparency with the communities we serve and in-
creasing capacity for enforcement of pesticide use laws and
regulations.”

DPR launched the Language Access Hub pilot in February
2024 to determine whether a centralized language program
would meaningfully support CAC offices serving communi-
ties with limited English proficiency. As detailed in the sum-
mary report, the pilot confirmed both the need for these ser-
vices and the value of sustaining language access support for
counties long-term.

During the two-year pilot program:

+ 27 counties requested interpretation or translation ser-

vices
« 15 languages were requested, including Spanish, Punjabi,
Hmong, Mixteco, Korean, and Vietnamese

+64 documents were translated, including pesticide safety
posters, meeting materials, permit conditions, violation
notices, and civil penalty hearing information

+ 13.5 hours of interpretation were provided

To reach communities most likely to need these services,
DPR conducted direct outreach to CAC staff and the public,
distributed flyers and brochures, ran social media campaigns,
and broadcast radio public service announcements in multi-
ple languages. DPR also hosted a dedicated webinar for CAC
staff and established a community outreach partnership with
Lideres Campesinas, a California organization that advocates
for farmworker women.

“We had a great partnership with DPR to raise awareness
about these language services through our 18 chapters and

1 youth group in conjunction with our Pesticide Awareness
Month and other outreach efforts,” said Suguet Lépez, Execu-
tive Director of Lideres Campesinas. “Ensuring that all workers
can communicate with local officials is vital for accessing pub-
lic services and protecting their rights.”

“California’s farmworker communities speak dozens of lan-
guages, including oral-tradition Indigenous languages that
standard translation services rarely reach,” said Celia Pazos,
DPR Deputy Director of Environmental Justice and Equity. “Ex-
panding language access is a key part of our equity-centered
approach to broaden education and knowledge-sharing op-
portunities.”

Building on feedback from CAC staff, farmworker advo-
cates, and community members, the permanent program will
expand services to include:

Interpretation services, scheduled in advance, for languag-
es with distinct regional dialects

Voiceover services for oral-only languages, including Latin
American indigenous languages such as Mixteco

Prioritized subcontracting with Latin American indige-
nous language providers to strengthen interpreter quality
and availability

How to Access Services

Californians can request services in their preferred lan-
guage by contacting their local CAC office. To find your coun-
ty's contact information, visit CACASA (external link)or call
toll-free 1-877-378-5463 (1-87PestLine).

For questions about DPR’s Language Access Hub, email
LanguageAccess@cdpr.ca.gov. To learn more about DPR’s
commitment to environmental justice and equity, visit the
Environmental Justice page.

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
179 So. 10th Avenue

Hanford, CA 93230
Phone (559) 584-8652

Tomato Vine Cutter

www.smithweldingshop.com
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NEW REPORT: RISING TIDE OF
INVASIVE PESTS REQUIRES DYNAMIC,
RESILENT, COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM

By Michael Hsu

One female Mexican fruit fly can deposit large numbers of eggs: up to 40
at a time, 100 or more a day, and about 2,000 over her life span. Photo by
Jack Dykinga, USDA Agricultural Research Service

Pest prevention in California isn’t quite the same as it is else-
where. The state’s vast agricultural diversity—more than 400
crops across dramatically varied climates—creates a bounty that is
asappealing to invasive insects and pathogens asitis to consumers.

In 2023-2024, California declared seven separate quaran-
tines for invasive fruit flies, the most ever recorded in a sin-
gle year. Eradication costs exceeded $208 million, stretching
the state’s Pest Prevention System (PPS) to its limits and un-
derscoring the need for a full evaluation of its capabilities.

To address these challenges, the Comprehensive Pest Prevention
Program Analysis (C3PA) is now complete. The project provides
quantitative evidence of the value of California’s pest-preven-
tion efforts and highlights the urgent need to modernize tools,
staffing, and infrastructure to keep pace with rising threats.

A partnership between the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) and the California Agricultural Commis-
sioners and Sealers Association (CACASA), the research team
includes experts from UC, CSU, CDFA, and other state partners.
UC ANR-affiliated contributors include Rachael Callahan, Karen
Jetter, Neil McRoberts, and Justin Valliere.
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“The best investment we can make in our invasive pest system is
to prevent infestations from happening in the first place.”
— Karen Ross, CDFA Secretary

“The return on investment for pest prevention is already high...
the case for increased funding becomes overwhelming.”
— CACASA Executive Director

EFFECTIVE BUT CONSTRAINED

The C3PA analysis concludes that pest prevention is highly
cost-effective, yet consistently underfunded relative to the value
of California’s agricultural commodities at risk. Strengthen-

ing preventive planning, infrastructure, and personnel would
significantly improve the PPS and better prepare the state for
increasing pest introductions.

The report highlights the importance of perennial exclusion
programs such as Detector Dog teams and the state’s 16 Border
Protection Stations, which intercept pests before they enter Cal-
ifornia. It also examines pressures from urban agriculture, agri-
tourism, and evolving sustainable pest-management policies.

A SYSTEM UNDER INCREASING THREAT

Over the past 20-30 years, pest incursions have increased in
both number and complexity. California’s agricultural value
continues to rise, but the systems protecting it have not kept
pace. The strain experienced during the 2023-24 fruit fly eradi-
cation effort illustrates the risks of delayed investment.

Key threats include:
o Increasing pest introductions and diversity
« Budget cuts and staffing shortages
« Aging infrastructure and outdated technology

CASE STUDY: THE RISE OF E-COMMERCE

E-commerce has emerged as a major pathway for invasive pests.
Of 62 websites surveyed, only 16 clearly displayed shipping
restrictions for plant materials entering California. While major
platforms like eBay, Amazon, and Etsy have improved compli-
ance, many smaller sellers fail to communicate restrictions—
putting agriculture at risk.

LOOKING AHEAD

The C3PA findings align with the California Agricultural Re-
search & Innovation Roadmap, which identifies Integrated Pest
and Disease Management as a priority for future research and
innovation.

The report outlines immediate funding needs to improve infra-
structure, staffing, and exclusion activities. These represent crit-
ical shortfalls, not the long-term sustained investment required
to maintain an effective, modern pest-prevention system.
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Brewed Awakening: UC Explores Tea’s Potential as
California’s Next Champion Crop

UC ANR research suggests tea could offer high-value returns on smaller acreage

By Michael Hsu — Editorial Adaptation

After six decades of farming oranges, pistachios and
grapes in Fresno County, grower Stan Ishii didn’t expect to
see tea thriving in the Central Valley. But curiosity brought
him—and nearly 100 others—to Tea Day at the UC Kearney
Research and Extension Center in Parlier, where researchers
shared new findings on the viability of Camellia sinensis in
California’s arid climate.

“Tea could be one of the champion crops for the future of
agriculture in California because it’s a high cash-value crop
and a climate-resilient crop,” said Atef Swelam, director of Ke-
arney REC and West Side REC. With the Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act expected to retire up to 1 million
acres of farmland by 2040, Swelam sees tea as a profitable
alternative. Some studies suggest tea can generate 5-15
times more revenue per acre than traditional crops—and
even more compared to almonds.

A Climate Match for Tea?

UC Davis researcher Jacquelyn Gervay-Hague traced the
region’s tea history back to a 1960s Lipton-funded project
that identified cultivars capable of thriving in the Central
Valley. Her recent work shows tea performs well under drip ir-
rigation, and California’s dry climate actually benefits harvest
quality.

“In other parts of the world, too much rain can really de-
stroy the tea plants,” she said. Dry conditions reduce disease
pressure and allow growers to harvest leaves at ideal mois-
ture levels.

At Redwood Tea Estate near Stockton, owner Patrick
Sunbury sees similar advantages.“We don't have to use
fungicides because of the dry climate,” he said, noting that
caffeine also acts as a natural pest deterrent. Intense sunlight
and wide day-night temperature swings add “stress” that
enhances aroma and flavor—similar to prized high-altitude
teas in Asia.

A Case Study in Small-Acre Profitability

Sunbury, a landscape architect turned tea farmer, began
with a half-acre plot in 2020. With no established U.S. infra-
structure or extension guidance, he relied on trial and error
to identify cultivars suited to his terroir. By 2024, his plants
reached harvest maturity, allowing him to produce white,
green, oolong and black teas from the same species.

He now sells primarily through a tea club, offering quar-
terly shipments of farm-grown looseleaf teas. Festivals and
direct sales supplement income, and he plans to expand to
three additional acres in Lodi.

“Tea can be a relatively finicky plant,” he said. “Start small, be
patient, and expand as you learn.”

Growing Demand Through Culture and

Generational Shifts

Speakers at Tea Day emphasized that U.S. tea culture is
still developing. While coffee sophistication has surged, most
Americans still consume low-grade bagged teas. Lecturer
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At Kearney REC, the 3,000 tea plants in the greenhouses and 1,000 tea plants in
the field are testament to the suitability of tea growing in the Central Valley. Photo
by Michael Hsu

Alex Ng of National Chung Hsing University described tea as a
cultural experience that brings people together—something
the U.S. market has yet to fully embrace.

Younger consumers may drive change. Fresno City College
student Eleni Deamant sees tea aligning with trends away
from sugary drinks. “Matcha is already popular,” she said.“|
hope white and oolong teas become part of the younger
generation’s culture!”

Attendee Sue Ruiz noted that health-based marketing
helped propel crops like pomegranates and pistachios. “Why
can't we do that with tea?” she asked.

Labor, Mechanization and Water: Key Research Questions
Harvesting premium tea is labor-intensive. A skilled worker
may need one hour to pick a pound of fresh leaf—yielding
just a quarter-pound of finished tea. Gervay-Hague sees this
challenge as an opportunity to build modern infrastructure
from scratch, incorporating mechanization and advanced
processing.

Kearney REC is already testing a handheld tea harvester
and launching studies on ag-tech integration, irrigation effi-
ciency and cultivar resilience. Water remains a top concern for
growers like Ishii and community advocates like Ruiz, who see
tea as a potential lifeline for small farmers—if water require-
ments prove manageable.

Sunbury hopes UC research will also focus on heat-tolerant
cultivars.“We had to do our own breeding program,” he said.
“Insights from UC would be invaluable.”

A Growing Research Frontier

With 1,000 plants in the field and 3,000 in greenhouses,
Kearney REC plans to expand by another 1.5 acres. Researchers
will evaluate soil conditions, irrigation strategies, pest manage-
ment and mechanization. UC Davis sensory scientist Jean-Xavi-
er Guinard is developing a tea flavor wheel, similar to those
used in wine and coffee.

Consumer enthusiasm is already evident. Sunbury’s farm
tours fill quickly, even without advertising. “People want to
connect with a tea farmer,” he said. “Having a tea farm here
gives them that opportunity.”
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UC Cooperative Extension moves to area director
model to better serve California

Shift paves way for UCCE advisors to focus on vital research, extension work

Area Director Leonel Jimenez (center in dark blue shirt) connects with Jaspreet Sidhu, UCCE vegetable crops
farm advisor (in blue shirt, tan pants) and the team conducting potato variety trials.

To allow its scientists to focus on research and extension,
University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources has
been transitioning to regional administrative leadership of its
UC Cooperative Extension offices across the state.

The UC ANR Area Director model is a regional leadership
structure designed to strengthen collaboration, optimize re-
sources and improve administrative efficiency across multiple
county UC Cooperative Extension offices.

Historically the UCCE offices in each county were led by
UCCE advisors who split their time between administrative
duties and their research and extension work. This new model
typically features a 100% administrative appointment of an area
director, who oversees organizational efficiency, physical infra-
structure, personnel, budget management, partnership devel-
opment and strategic growth for multiple counties.

"We have world-class scientists," said Glenda Humiston, UC
vice president for agriculture and natural resources. "By shifting
administrative responsibilities to dedicated regional leaders, we
are empowering our UCCE advisors to fully dedicate their time
and expertise to their core missions of research and extension."

"While some of the county directors didn’t mind holding the
dual roles of scientist and administrator and were very good at
both jobs, we determined that being pulled in two different di-
rections was not the best way to serve their communities," Hu-
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miston said.

By handing off administrative
tasks, she hopes the academics
will become more engaged in
leadership and public service
roles such as boards, commis-
sions, initiatives related to their
research, and science-to-policy
activities.

Currently UCCE area directors
include:

« Area 4: Matthew Barnes — Men-
docino and Lake counties.

« Area 5: Teghpreet Ahluwalia -
Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Sutter and
Yuba counties.

«Area 6: Michele Fisch - Placer, Ne-
vada, Plumas and Sierra counties.
« Area 7: Lauren Cartwright —
Marin, Napa and Sonoma coun-
ties.

« Area 8: Karen Warburton - Sacra-
mento, Solano and Yolo counties.

« Area 9: Ariel Rivers — Alpine, Ama-
dor, Calaveras, El Dorado and Tu-
olumne counties.

« Area 10: Andrew Miller (Inter-
im) — Alameda and Contra Costa
counties.

« Area 12: Andrew Miller — Santa Clara, San Mateo and San

Francisco counties.

« Area 13: Emily Jane Freed — Monterey, San Benito and Santa

Cruz counties.

« Area 14: Karmjot Randhawa - Fresno, Madera, Merced and

Mariposa counties.

« Area 16: Shannon Klisch — Ventura, Santa Barbara and San

Luis Obispo counties.

+ Area 17: Leonel Jimenez — Kern, Tulare and Kings counties.

« Area 19: Rita Clemons — Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino

counties.

« Area 20: Chandra Richards — San Diego and Imperial counties.

During this final phase of the transition, the remaining coun-
ties will continue to be served by their current county directors
until the right candidates are selected for the new area director
roles.

"We aim to have this transition fully completed and the new
leadership model implemented across all counties by the end of
2027, Humiston said.

UC Agriculture and Natural Resources brings UC information
and practices to all 58 California counties. Through research and
Cooperative Extension in agriculture, natural resources, nutri-
tion, economic and youth development, our mission is to im-
prove the lives of all Californians. Learn more at ucanr.edu.
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Don’t wing it: Vets pen ‘Dr. Cluck’ book to help
keep chickens healthy, safe

Puns, cartoons enliven comprehensive new guide by veterinarians about backyard chickens

Dr. Clucks
- "Back ard Chlckens

h:ml ultimate guide L
happy. healthy chickens
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by Dr. Evan Adler a
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By Pamela S Kan-Rice

Gathering fresh eggs laid by chickens in your backyard may
sound idyllic, but keeping the birds healthy requires some spe-
cial knowledge. Avian influenza, salmonella, predators, food
safety, choosing the correct feed, what's snake oil and what’s
not, and how to pick the right breed for you are just some of
the common chicken conundrums people want practical sci-
ence-based information about.

The new book“Dr. Cluck’s Backyard Chickens,” published by
the University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources
and available in paperback and hardbound, provides backyard
chicken owners with science-based advice for poultry care at
every life stage.

This fun-to-read guide is the first comprehensive how-to
book that is peer-reviewed, poultry vet-approved and reads
like your favorite sitcom.

In the book, Maurice Pitesky, professor of Cooperative
Extension in the UC Davis Weill School of Veterinary Medi-
cine, and veterinarian Evan Adler advise readers on choosing
breeds, setting up a brooder, diagnosing disease, understand-
ing nutrition and making compassionate end-of-life decisions.

“Dr. Cluck,” a cartoon poultry veterinarian and her colorful
cast of coopmates lead readers through each chapter with
chicken puns and personality, making the book as entertain-
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ing as it is educational.

“Chickens are fun and taking care of them and reading
about them also should be fun,” said Pitesky. “While there are
lots of backyard chicken books, this book is unique in that it
is written by vets, peer-reviewed by experts and entertaining
for all”

The book includes a glossary, full index and chap-
ter-by-chapter references so readers can verify and explore the
science behind the guidance.

Dr. Cluck, drawn by illustrator Will Suckow, wears eyeglass-
es and a light blue lab coat and states in the introduction: “I,
Dr. Cluck, do hereby pledge allegiance to not use any fancy
words in this book without explaining them - with liberty and
chicken wings for all.”

Co-author Adler, who trained in veterinary medicine at
University College Dublin in Ireland, found that illustrations
helped him learn.”l am a visual learner and often arranged my
college notes into summary diagrams, which ended up being
humorous,” he said, “which made some pretty boring topics,
less boring.”

“When | first met Maurice, we each thought the other had
a good sense of humor,” said Adler, who has worked with farm
animals and now works in private practice treating mostly
companion animals and some exotic animals in the Sacramen-
to area. “He asked me to join him on this chicken writing ad-
venture. | then made it my personal mission to incorporate my
own learning and storytelling techniques to make it easier and
most of all more fun to learn about and love chickens.”

The book is organized into four parts covering the com-
plete arc of chicken ownership:

- Before Getting Chickens: Space, commitment, choosing
ideal breeds, setting up safe coops and brooders, and ac-
quiring your flock responsibly.

- Living with Chickens: Caring for chicks, transitioning to
layers, nutrition, weight and health, managing rodents
and recognizing illness early.

+ Chicken Diseases: Respiratory diseases, Marek’s disease,
skin diseases, gut and reproductive disorders with prac-
tical biosecurity strategies to prevent them.

- End-of-Life Decisions: Humane meat processing and
compassionate euthanasia guidance, approached with
the same science-based care as every other topic in the
book.

“Our format merges science and silliness with the goal of
education and entertainment,” Pitesky said. “The book can be
read crop to cloaca, or cover to cover, or can be a reference
book or just a fun coffee table book.”

The authors caution against raising chickens for cheap
eggs.

“Keep in mind that the eggs the chickens lay will be more
expensive than the eggs you buy from the store,” said Adler,
who has been raising backyard chickens for 10 years.

See Don’t wing it: page 26



Subscribe to
California Farm Equipment

Digital - FREE Subscription « Print - Paid Subscription
California Farm Equipment (CFEM) has assisted in the
“Growth” of the Agriculture Business for over 40 years. The
structure of the magazine has proven, over the years to be
of great value in the agriculture world. Each issue contains
small to large equipment for sale, new products, up-to-date
editorial, research and technology updates, along with
agribusiness news. CFEM is published monthly. Subscribe
now and get each issued delivered to your mailbox or your
digital issue delivered to your inbox monthly.

Subscription - Print
O Annual Subscription $18.00 [ 3 Year Subscription $36.00

12 issues delivered to your mailbox monthly. 36 Issues delivered to your mailbox monthly. (One year free)
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The Marketplace

APPRAISALS

Taylor AG Equip. Appraisals
ASAA Certified 34 Years
ASFMRA 2014
USPAP & Valuation
Retail AG Sales 40 + Years

916-806-7431 David

FARM EQUIPMENT

1500 Gallon Water Tank Trailer. Has
good running Honda pump. Good con-
dition. $2500 cash. Call 559-284-5940

2000 F250 SUPER DUTY V8. Has
7.3L engine, 331,000 miles, 2 new
batteries $5,500.00

Call 559-740-8444

g& SMITH WELDING

Row Crop Equipment

Open Field Equipment

Orchard Equipment

Border and Irrigation Equipment

For more information call

PUMA 200 RENTAL #ZGE503031 200 PTO HP,
FRT: 380/85R30 RT: 380/90R46 w/ duals, RW:
1,100 LBS, GPS ready, 3 Electronic remotes,
Warranty: only warranty 6/21/21 warranty
end date or 5000 hrs. Whichever comes first,
Hours 3517 ...uvecccnnncnsnncnnnsnennd Call for Price
PLUS More Rentals to Choose From
LINDER EQUIPMENT CO.
559-685-5000

Office 209-366-0600

AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS

info@mulrooneyauction.com « www.mulrooneyauction.com

Cell 209-481-2200

(559) 584-8652

*"l- y
SONSRAY

MACHINERY

1-844-766-7729

2025 LS Tractor MT230E - 35.0HP

Call for price

éé Valley Forklift

Lt b L L e T el L e

1-833-240-6453

Donahue Swather Tra|Ier C5266

2 new tires. Fits Swather tire min. 8' max
11" Adjustable caster set for Hesston
6555 at 82" $1000 Call 916-425-4763.

2022 MASSEY FERGUSON 470
40 HP to 99 HP Tractors ......... $36,500

San Joaquin Tractor Co.
Bakersfield, California 93305

Phone:(661) 705-6133

WANTED - MISC.

CAT D4 7U Series wide gauge w/CAT bulldozer
blade, CAT front pump & hydraulic cylinder.
Speedstar 71 Cable tool Drill Rig w/6" bit tool
string & bailor.
Colt/Fairbanks - Morse semi-modern 1 cyl. engine
w/condensor radiator/fan on top of hopper, 6 hp.
Massey Ferguson 4WD Skiploader.

Tim at 661.733.7677

(Palmdale)

RENTALS

RENTALS: We Rent Farm Equip-
ment. Linder Equipment Co., Tulare,
CA. 559-685-5000.

PACK MACHINE

16 pack stations

« 2variable speed belts
(20 in.x 35 ft.)

+ attached 8 ft.
rotating tub

+ and exit conveyors

rereerereneneeneneess $23,000.00
Call
530-570-7211

WANTED

FORD BACKHOE for a Ford 4500, 450 Industrial 2000
old gas Skiploader w/bucket.
FORD NAA JUBILEE 1953 Flathead Tractor.
INTERNATIONAL TD9 Bulldozer, has B&E side/arms,
front pump, angle blade.
CAT D4 7U SERIES (1948 T0 1960) Bulldozer w/Cat
hydraulic system. For Cat D2, D4 Tractors; BE-GE rear
pump.

Tim at 661.733.7677 « 661.492.9057

(Palmdale, Antelope Valley)

Don't Forget to Pray!

« Pray for your people and your
products.

« Pray for your grounds and your gear.

If you would like prayer support
Call Kevin
925-765-4849

Gould
Auction

Ex pene nce

e it

Results

& Appraisal Co. LLC

661.587.3123

GouldAuction.com
gouldhitchi@aol.com
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SUMMER SALE!
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BLUELINE MFG1 (SP-AT-4-RA
Pull Type Orchard Sprayers........... $16,500%

2020 ANDERSON 590HS Bale Wrappers
$19,900%

1-888-246-0892

www.nstractor.com

QUALITY EQUIPMENT & SUPERIOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE

*Plus tax, shipping, etc.

(2) LILISTON 6200 EDIBLE
BEAN HARVESTERS 2010
Liliston Edible Bean Harvester. Refur-
bished in Good Working Condition.

$13,000.00 each.
Reasonable Offers Will Be Considered.
(all (209) 614-9486




Run It Til It

SELLS!

“Let us help you sell your equipment-
with one low-cost classified ad!”
...and as an added bonus we’ll list your
classified ad on the world wide web
for no additional charge!

Use this order form to place your ad
or give us a call today!

* Minimum ad size is 15 words.
* Mail order form and payment to:

California Farm Equipment Classifieds
P.O. Box 1128
Visalia, CA 93279-1128

* Or call in your ad Today!

559-627-2182

A friendly classified representative will help you with your ad.
Please have your credit card ready when you call.

Name

Street

City State  Zip
Phone E-mail

Method of payment enclosed:: OCheck  OMoney Order

Credit Card: OVisa OMasterCard COAmerican Express

Account Number CID#
Exp. Date

Signature

# of Words in Ad?__ Month ad should appear in:

What Category to run ad under:

Fill out below exactly how your ad should appear. Please print
clearly- One word per line. Phone number is one word.

15-$19.00
16-$19.90 17-$20.80 18-$21.70 19-$22.60 20-$23.50
21-$24.40 22-$25.30 23-$26.20 24-$27.10 25-$28.00

UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE 2026

12: National Get Outdoors Day: The U.S. Forest Service Rec-
reation fee-free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.
gov/visit/passes-permits.

JULY 2026

4:Independence Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-
free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/
passes-permits.

15-26:"The Biggest Little Fair Anywhere!” The Fair opened in
1946 and was first known as the San Luis Obispo County Fair.
The California Mid-State Fair, held annually in Paso Robles, is
a vibrant celebration of the region’s rich agricultural heritage
and a beloved community tradition. Spanning twelve days in
July, the fairgrounds come alive with an array of activities and
attractions that cater to all ages. From thrilling carnival rides
to captivating live entertainment, the fair offers a diverse line-
up of events that showcase the best of local culture, talent,
and craftsmanship. For more info: www.midstatefair.com/fair/

SEPTEMBER 2026

17: Constitution Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-
free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/
passes-permits.

26: National Public Lands Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recre-
ation fee-free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.
gov/visit/passes-permits.

OCTOBER 2026

27:Theodore Roosevelt’s Birthday: The U.S. Forest Service
Recreation fee-free day. For more information visit www.
fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits.

NOVEMBER 2026

11: Veterans Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-free
day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/pass-
es-permits.

To list your special event in California Farm Equipment send
details to CFEM, PO Box 1128, Visalia, CA. 93279. or email to:
info@cfemag.com.

FOR SALE
10-1/2" hydraulic disc $1,850.00
Rears Mower $6,200.00
3 PT. Equipment
3 blade ridger $2,250.00
3 shank ripper $2,000.00

12 ft. spring tooth with harrow ...........$1,000.00
Call John - leave message or text (209) 988-8440
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GIVEUS A CALLa,f
(559) 627-2182
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Hens need to consume about 4 grams of calcium per
day to stay healthy and to make an egg.

Don’t wing it:

continued from page 22

some homework by reading and identi-
fying resources — such as a veterinarian
who treats chickens — before there is a
problem.

Adler added, “Use proper fencing
to keep chickens in and predators and
pests out, use a store-bought balanced
feed, set up their enclosure before you
get them and get the relevant vaccina-
tions”

He advises poultry owners to observe
their chickens to learn what is “normal”
so they recognize “abnormal”

“Keep their daily health simple by
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embracing your birds’ FLAWSS: Feed,

Light, Air, Water, Space and Sanitation,”

Pitesky said. “Backyard chickens are fun,
but also a responsibility. Remember
backyard chickens often live for more
than five years!”
Key book features:
« Comprehensive biosecurity proto-
cols for backyard poultry
« Complete life cycle management
and husbandry from chick man-
agement through end-of-life care
+ Peer-reviewed veterinary guidance
presented without technical jargon
« Disease prevention strategies from
UC Davis specialists
+ Engaging illustrations and enter-
taining educational icons for easy
navigation
- Suitable for young adults through
experienced keepers
« Emphasis on community protec-
tion through responsible flock
management
The 228-page, 8.5-by-11 inch “Dr.
Cluck’s Backyard Chickens” book (UC
ANR Publications; ISBN 978-1-62711-
246-8) can be ordered at https://anrpub-
lications.org.

Stop By and See Your Local
New Holland Dealer Today!

FAIRFIELD
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-425-9545

FRESNO
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
559-485-9090

KING CITY
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-385-5401

MADERA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)
559-674-2496

MERCED
N&S TRACTOR CO.
209-383-5888

MODESTO
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-538-0911

NEWMAN
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-862-3760

PASO ROBLES
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
805-239-5772

RIO VISTA
DOLK TRACTOR CO.
707-374-6438

SALINAS
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-757-4101

SANTA ROSA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-586-1790

STOCKTON
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-948-5401

STRATFORD
N&S TRACTOR CO.
559-947-3301

TULARE
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
559-686-0054

TURLOCK
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-632-3931

UKIAH
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-468-5880

Solutions for a changing world!




0% DEALS G\
or BIG CASH BACK EREA“PL"L/

Roll in for big savings on utility tractors.

Save now with your choice of 0% financing® deals or pocket big cash back? offers on select utility
tractors, like the WORKMASTER™ Series Il and PowerStar™ Series lineup. These reliable New Holland
tractors deliver up to 100 PTO HP and plenty of versatility to check off all the jobs around your farm or
jobsite. Get rolling with big savings—and big performance—from New Holland.

Hurry, offers end June 30, 2026. .
Stop in today for complete details or visit nhoffers.com & ’ NEW HOLLAND
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ag Directory

Auctions/Appraisals

Gould Auction
.............................. www.gouldauction.com

Mulrooney Auction
.................... www.mulrooneyauction.com

Taylor Ag Equipment Appraisals
www.linkedin.com/in/david-g-taylor-
b4226a19

Equipment
Agco Corporation

WWW.agcocorp.com
American Loan Masters

....................... www. pjtrailers.com/stores/
american-loan-masters/

Bobcat Central
............................. www.bobcatcentral.com

Case Corporation
www.caseih.com

Coastal Tractor Company
.............................. www.coastaltractor.com

Dolk Tractor Company
................ www.dolktractorcompany.com

Donahue Corporation
......................... www.donahuetrailers.com

Empire Agriculture
www.empireag.com

Exeter Mercantile
....................... www.exetermercantile.com

Garton Tractor Inc
.............................. www.gartontractor.com

Grasshopper
.................. www.grasshoppermower.com

Hanford Equipment Company
.............. www.hanfordequipmentco.com

Kubota Corporation
www.kubotausa.com

LAFORGE Systems Inc
............................... www.laforgegroup.com

Lane Tractor Sales Inc
................................... www.lanetractor.com

Linder Equipment
....................... www.linderequipment.com

Live Earth
www.livearth.com

Massey Ferguson
.......... www.masseyferguson.com/en_us

N & S Tractor............ www.nstractor.com

New Holland
agriculture.newholland.com/en-us/nar

Ag Internet Directory
Pacific Ag Rentals
......................... www.pacificagrentals.com

Peltzer Enterprises Inc
..................... www.peltzerenterprises.com

Pioneer Equipment
................... www.pioneerequipment.com

Plantel Nurseries
......................... www.plantelnurseries.com

Powerland Equipment
............. www.powerlandequipment.com

Presision Air Systems Inc
.................. WWW.precisionairsystems.com

Quality Machinery

quality-mc.com

Quinn Company
.......................... www.quinncompany.com

Rubicon Equipment
................... www.rubiconequipment.com

San Joaquin Tractor
..................... www.sanjoaquintractor.com

Sonsray Machinery
.................... www.sonsraymachinery.com

South Kern Machinery
........................... www.kernmachinery.com

Tractor City Inc
.............................. www.tractorcityinc.com

Trailer Superstore
........................ www.pjtrailers.com/stores/
trailer-super-store/

Valley Forklift Inc
................................ www.valleyforklift.com

Valley Tractor
................................ www.valleytractor.com

Wilkinson International
............ www.wilkinsoninternational.com

Manufacturers

Mcllroy Equipment
.................... www.mcilroyequipment.com

Nikkel Iron Works
......................... www.nikkelironworks.com

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
................... www.smithweldingshop.com

Farm Shows
Antique Farm Show
....................... www.antiquefarmshow.org

Colusa Farm Show
................... www.colusafairgrounds.com/
colusa-farm-show/

World Ag Expo
............................. www.worldagexpo.com/

Federal Government
Army Corps of Engineers
................... www.nwpl.sec.usace.army.mil

Bureau of Land Management
www.blm.gov

Farm Service Agency
www.fsa.usda.gov

National Weather Service
www.weather.gov/

Organizations

Almond Board of California
www.almonds.com

California Assn. of Winegrape Growers
WWW.Cawg.org

California Cattlemen’s Association
................................. www.calcattlemen.org

California Dairy Research Foundation
www.cdrf.org

California Farmland Trust
www.cafarmtrust.org

California Poulty Federation
www.cpif.org

California Raisins
www.calraisins.org

California Rangeland Trust
............................. www.rangelandtrust.org

California Strawberries
.............. www.californiastrawberries.com

Associated Equipment Distributors
www.aednet.org/

Real Estate
Valley Real Estate
www.valleyre.net

State Government
Department of Agriculture
www.usda.gov

Department of Conservation
WWW.CONSIV.Ca.gov

Department of Food and Agriculture
www.cdfa.ca.gov

Department of Pesticide Regulation
www.cdpr.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources
................................. www.dwr.water.ca.gov

Syntentic Grass
Synthetic Grass Solutions
www.SGSfresno.com

Weather
National Weather Service
www.weather.gov/

If you would like to have your website listed here contact us at:

Website: californiafarmequipment.com
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Telephone: (559) 627-2182

E-mail: info@cfemag.com



FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

REACH YOUR FREE AD
AUDIENCE EASILY POSTING

¢ DISCOVER THE POWER OF FREE CLASSIFIEDS ¢

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TODAY: www.cfemag.com
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Almond Hulls Ge GS Status: What's That Mean?

For decades, almond hulls have had a specific job — to be
a dependable, low-cost animal feed ingredient. But a recent
milestone could open the door to a very different future for
this familiar byproduct. Based on an extensive evaluation,
Almond Hull Powder (AHP) has been confirmed as Generally
Recognized as Safe (GRAS) for use in human food, following a
review by an independent expert panel.

That may sound technical, but for almond growers, this de-
cision has the potential to reshape the conversation around
almond hull value.

First, What Does “GRAS” Actually Mean?

In plain terms, GRAS status means that qualified experts
agree that a food ingredient is safe for people to eat, based on
scientific evidence and a long list of safety data. It's a designa-
tion recognized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and
is a key factor for any ingredient that wants to enter the human
food supply.

In this case, an independent expert panel reviewed a com-
prehensive dossier, more than 180 pages, covering how Al-
mond Hull Powder is made, safety for human consumption,
how much people might eat, and what happens when they
do. The panel concluded that AHP is safe for its intended uses
in food. Just as important: the dossier and expert panel find-
ings are finalized and submitted to the FDA.

Almond Hull Powder

Why Almond Hulls?

Almond hulls make up a significant share of the almond
fruit by weight, yet historically they've delivered relative-
ly modest returns to growers. Most hulls end up in livestock
rations, where they're valued for fiber and energy, but prices
can be volatile, and demand is tied closely to dairy and feed
markets.

GRAS status changes the playing field by allowing almond
hulls, when processed into Almond Hull Powder, to be used in
human food products. According to the expert panel review,
AHP can be used in a wide range of foods, including baked
goods, cereals, beverages, bars, and nutritional products. That
doesn’t mean hulls suddenly replace almonds on the grocery
shelf. But it does mean there is a pathway where hulls can
move beyond feed and into higher-value food ingredient mar-
kets.

What the Science Says

The expert panel looked closely at several key questions
growers often hear from buyers and regulators:

Is it safe?

Yes. Toxicology, genotoxicity, and environmental contam-
inant exposure assessments found no safety concerns at in-
tended use levels.

How much would people actually consume?

Even high-end consumption estimates were well below
levels associated with any adverse effects, providing wide
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safety margins.

How is it made?

AHP is produced using the same well-established industri-
al equipment and processes already used commercially for al-
mond and food industry, including sorting, cleaning, thermal
drying, and milling.

In short, the science supports what growers already sus-
pected: almond hulls are a natural, well-understood agricul-
tural product with untapped potential.

What This Could Mean for the Hull Market

GRAS status doesn't instantly create new demand, but it re-
moves a major barrier. The expert review means food compa-
nies can now seriously explore AHP as an ingredient without
having to clear safety hurdles themselves. That opens the door
to:

New markets beyond traditional feed channels

Higher-value applications tied to human nutrition and
functional foods

More diversified demand, reducing reliance on any single
end use

The announcement also points to the next steps already
underway, including finalizing processing parameters and ex-
ternal engagement with food manufacturers and partners.

For growers, this matters because diversified demand is of-
ten the first step toward improved and more stable byproduct
economics.

A Stewardship Story Buyers Want to Hear

There’s another angle that resonates well beyond the or-
chard: sustainability.

Almonds are already “zero waste” — everything coming out
of the orchard is used. Expanding the option to use almond
hulls as a food ingredient supports a more circular use of the
crop, finding value in parts of the almond fruit that were pre-
viously limited to low-return outlets. The GRAS determination
explicitly notes the opportunity to unlock new, high-value
food applications for almond hulls while supporting broader
sustainability and innovation goals.

That story aligns closely with what many food companies
are looking for today: ingredients that are natural, safe, func-
tional, and responsibly sourced.

The Bottom Line for Growers

Almond Hull Powder earning GRAS status doesn’t change
the hull market overnight. But it does something just as im-
portant; it expands what’s possible.

By clearing the scientific and regulatory considerations for
human food use, almond hulls move from being only a feed in-
gredient to becoming a potential food ingredient as well. Over
time, that shift could translate into new demand streams, new
partnerships, and a stronger value proposition for growers.

For an industry always looking to make the most of every
pound harvested, this milestone is worth paying attention to.
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0% Financing

MONTHS

Call Your Local KIOTI Dealer Today!
RIDGECREST

DELANO
AMERICAN LOAN MASTERS

ACTON
SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR
(760)-308-1018

TRAILER SUPERSTORE
(661) 725-2531

(661) 233-1166
WASCO

SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR

EXETER
(661) 758-3053

BAKERSFIELD
EXETER MERCANTILE

SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR
(661) 324-4517 (559) 592-2121
KiOTl.com

Geter ayailabis Apd |, 2026 - June 30, 2025, Rebates andfor financing biased on the purchass of ehgibie aguipment defined in promotional program Pricing and rebafes in LS doliar, Additional fees including, but nol imitad s,
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e program pericd. Some custormens il ot quaily. Some restrictions apply. (ffer availabieron new equipmend only: Prior purchases: are not efigiie, Offier subject o change without notice. Offer valid onfy it peicipating Dealers
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SUMMER DEALS!

Compressor-Welder-Generators

e Industrial grade gas or diesel engine

e Industrial grade welder/generator

¢ Heavy duty industrial compressor pump
e Belt guard after cooler

e Battery mounted and wired

e Electric start engine

e Vibration pads

» Stainless steel flex lines Reciprocating
¢ Automatic tank drain Generator

¢ Freight pre-paid in lower 48 states and southern Canada

Rotary Screw

Compressor * Welder « Generator

Give us a call. We can help you find the equipment to meet your
needs, no matter how big, small, or rugged the job may be.

JACOB “JAKE” DUNCAN

jduncan@precisionairsystems.com

661.631.2295 Toll Free 866.270.5520 Comean@orasisionairsystems.com




