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The Hong Kong Bible Society —
a Member of the United Bible Societies

“Providing a Bible that one can understand and at a price they can afford.” — has been the mission of
the United Bible Societies (UBS) for decades. Established in 1946, it currently has over 140 member
societies. UBS engages in Bible ministry, including Bible translation, publication, distribution and
promotion in more than 200 countries and territories around the world. Together, member societies
from different parts of the world assume 80% of the difficult task of distributing Bibles and facilitate
the planting and growth of churches.

Since 1950, the Hong Kong Bible Society (HKBS) is the sole official member of the UBS family
in Hong Kong. Devoted to the publication, distribution and promotion of the Bible, HKBS explores
every opportunity in spreading the Word of God. For instance, Bibles are distributed to hotels and
hospitals; daily Bible calendars are dispatched to the elderly who live alone, while monthly scripture
calendars and portions are given to families of local communities. In addition, Chinese Bible guided
tours, talks and workshops are being held to encourage the reading and application of biblical
principles.

From “Chinese Union Version” to “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese Union Version)”

The “Chinese Union Version” (CUV) is the most reputable Chinese Bible translation loved by all
Chinese around the world. It has nurtured thousands upon thousands in their spiritual lives and has
blessed numerous Chinese churches.

Back in the 19th century, the British and Foreign Bible Society commissioned Rev. Robert Morrison
to China to begin the Chinese Bible translation. After years of dedication to the translation work
in China, the complete Bible was published in 1823 (Shen Tian Sheng Shu). However, by the end
of the century, more than 40 different versions of the Chinese Bible were translated by different
overseas mission boards and were accessible in various Chinese provinces. This caused much
inconvenience to the Bible ministry amongst local churches. In 1890, the leaders of all faction
churches and missionaries met in Shanghai and agreed that cooperative translation work of the CUV
should commence with a spirit of collaboration to inspire future generations and pass on the Christian
heritage. After almost 30 years, the CUV was published in 1919.

With changes in literal expressions, the discovers of ancient manuscripts (such as the “Dead Sea
Scrolls™), the research work of the “Septuagint™ version, all providing new insight to the translation
of scriptures, UBS obtained consent from local Chinese churches to revise the CUV in 1983. After
almost 30 years, HKBS published the Old and New Testament of the “Chinese Union Version 2010
(Revised Chinese Union Version)”. Being the first revised version of the CUV, it is hoped that the
spirit of collaboration and unity be lived out more fully in all Chinese churches as they read from the
same version.

In this era of rapid change in information technology and artificial intelligence; the inheritance of
the Bible does face challenges. Nevertheless, Hong Kong Bible Society will continue to uphold its
mission and walk humbly with the Lord.
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Bible Translation ¢ Expanding God’s Kingdom
Promoting God’s Teachings * Rooted in the Holy Word

The Worldwide Bible Society (WWBS), as its name implies, is an organisation that serves Chinese
churches and believers worldwide. Its predecessor was the New Chinese Bible Centre (NCBC). Under
the leadership of Dr. Philip Teng, Dr. John Pao, and Rev. Stephen Chan, the esteemed spiritual seniors,
NCBC was established in 1972 and began the translation work of “The Chinese New Version” (CNV).
The Chinese New Testament was published in 1976, while the Chinese New and Old Testaments were
published in 1992. In 2000, NCBC transformed into WWBS. Immediately, WWBS was registered and set
up offices in Hong Kong, the USA, Canada, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia, and Malaysia. At the same time,
representatives were appointed in Philippines, Japan and Europe to extend the service of promoting God’s
word to Chinese churches and believers around the world.

Bible Translation Ministry

“Worldwide Chinese Bible” (WCB): In the early 21st Century, we launched a new Bible translation
project. With a full-time resident scholar acting as the chief editor, dozens of Chinese Bible scholars from
all over the world were invited to carefully revise the existing translation with reference to the original text,
another group of scholars to respond and supplement, and a special team of Chinese-language professors to
refine the language. The aim was to provide the Chinese churches with a Chinese Bible that would meet the
language needs of today’s believers for the next 50 years. By God’s grace, since 2011, we have published
the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” single edition, as well as the pilot edition of the Old and New Testaments
(four volumes), with rich commentary notes on textual criticism, translation and interpretation of the
scripture to help believers read and understand the Bible. In order to meet the needs of the church, the pew
edition of the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” was then published in September 2023. The commentary notes
are omitted from this version. May God use the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” to meet the devotional needs of
individual believers in the years to come.

Ethnic Minority Bible: We have in the past worked with many international missionary organisations to
translate and publish the Bible for Ethnic Minority, using CNV as the blue print. With the grace of God,
this has resulted in a significant increase in the number of believers. With the completion and publication
of “Worldwide Chinese Bible”, it will further facilitate the translation ministry for Ethnic Minority. This
translation follows the latest Bible study research and is based on modern Chinese. You are earnestly
requested to support this significant and impactful ministry through your prayers and donations.

Promoting God’s Teachings Ministry

Publishing: Over the years, WWBS has published different types of Bible. These include “WCB Study
Bible” (the notes of which are based on the doctrine of Sola Scriptura, which also includes six creeds,
catechisms and confessions, as well as more than 70 articles on basic beliefs); “WCB Soul Care Bible”
(which cares about the needs of the soul, addresses personal growth and contemporary social issues and
responds to life’s challenges with biblical truth); “CNV Exegetical Study Bible - New Testament” (which
contains more than 60,000 notes to help readers understand the basis of the translation, principle of choice,
cultural features, and the main explanations and translations); “CNV Kid’s Bible: A Character Builder”
(which helps children learn New and Old Testament characters and develop important morals and qualities
from their childhood”; “CNV and CUV Parallel Bible” and many Chinese English bilingual versions
(CNV/NIV, CNV/ESV, CNV/NKJV, CNV/NASB, CNV/NET, CNV/NLT), Chinese Japanese bilingual
version (CNV/NJB) and Chinese Italian bilingual version. Thanks be to God, these publications are well
liked and supported by the churches and believers.

Training: Over the years, WWBS has organised Bible lectures, invited Bible scholars from all over the world
to teach the word of God, worked with churches of different denominations in different regions to conduct
life transformation courses, visited different churches to give thematic messages and sermon, and assisted
churches to nurture believers. May God use this popular training to bless more churches and believers.

Global Bible Reading and Study Campaign: By distributing Bible reading videos and Bible outline
devotional materials every day, we help believers read the Old and New Testaments in two years according
to the scheduled Bible reading plan.

Other Ministries: These include Internet ministry, Bible distribution ministry, theological education
ministry, student ministry and community ministry. Details are provided at www.wwbible.org.



Gragsuug
CHINESE BIBLE INTERNATIONAL
BANER EREER  REBXT

(AR JURER T REREAHe (B MRS - B —MEhfEsEA
A TR WG ERAG I IR B A A B BBk P U R R T A B A
B A AR AT AE AR (e R S T (s PR A B 48 rh sl AR A5 3RS o TRAMAE Y 7 i o
W ST O AL BACR  BART  BEROMBEINEET -

BEEE

Rl B REAR - B SRR S LIOH R BMA RIS T CRAL - BRERERA)
A - R A) ARG o

o (MBI - WEEFEEA)
A TR R A (A AT ~ R B SORN A IR SCRT A o B vE 5 AR - LA T B S LR
SAEHT 007 16 % (R 2R o ] 6 A i 25 P AT e e R B B e - 2B
JEUCHAR > BB EEEA AR CRUREEHBEMTE o Bt > MR 19934E0
I A T A A R Y 38 N BB R SR MR IR A F R A
HERE SO ] BRI SCRIENGEA (WK - FiEshEA) R (HE - Bk
A) B AITEE20104E4 A R20144E7 B IR > EZHEHE RIEEEE - EXHGBEEN
RN E SR > BIEHE ARG PREL » WITRFTE AR A 2B 85 4 2 ) SR8 S -

o (MK - W K iEA)

CREE Bl Jadas) HH: 9 & New Living TranslationBiee A » & —7R N5 M -

Sid o Y ENHAAEA  HEAEECR2012457H H AR > A B E Y A &S

B BN - S HES RG> R R B
BEEE

NNHE R > Bl — AR A L A BN B AL o 5 B BN AR B R 4R R
MK NFIE R > RSN EEEA > AIENIV » NKIVENLTH B3 IRE AR o il
(T NILISE S %Eﬂ%ﬁ)‘(?@ﬂ%iiﬁ* > VTR R PR T A SIS TH
RRAL > AR REI - WG SR SRR - AR DT A AL DL AR
NI T8 A1 R o R 9 B R TR A8 - 0 M A S B AR {5 SR A9 2 A o oM
BRBTTA R [EERLAPP] > SRS A0 EH LB I (5 /M EEE I LBy o
BEFL

B UL R20074E LT R » REMAR S B ASEH T Mliay » SO0 RN BN ECE B - #
G RN B R B AR EUHT ) 5 A AR R R AR Y BE AR ~ Rl R ARRRAR o MBI
AL o AT LA OE B A GG TR A7 R AR F A {5 bk SR EERE I L >
B ) 5 02 40 2 B AL o 1 A o
BRINE

WA T ERTN AL MRl TETNAA R IE S BT R > HUR A
ERIGERT o BAE T AR JIGB)F T 2 i B A8 5 A W S0 -

o HABEI

A R A A TA ~ RS T AR RAR R R - BREAEA -
B A BEAR RN AT H S o
o HMNREIGH
SMEIEENN H A RIS BRI DT > T ARRBEAME - AR - B2
R RIEB RS A (RS R B AR -

EHRAAREN EE > R EIEENEGE AL » BEATE B Lkree*
2RREE NS opf-

FEAERRBRAG 0 - MR AR IR B R AT B




Our Vision:
To Evangelise The Chinese World With The Chinese Word

The vision of Chinese Bible International (CBI) is TO EVANGELISE THE CHINESE WORLD WITH THE
CHINESE WORD. To fulfil this vision, we focus our ministry on making the Bibles available, assessable and affordable
to Chinese people all over the world at all levels of Christian faith. In addition to translating, publishing and distributing
Bibles including English, Chinese and Spanish translations and diglots, we also seek to provide biblical study materials,
references books, and resources in both printed and electronic formats. Our goal is to encourage believers and non-
believers alike to know God through the Bible so that their lives may be transformed. There are primarily four dimensions
of our ministry, namely Bible Translation, Bible Training, the Oracle Bible Centre and Bible Outreach.

Bible Translation

To provide the contemporary Chinese community with an assessable bible translation has driven the bible translation
ministry of CBI since its establishment three decades ago. Following the years on, two exciting new projects took on,
which are the translation of Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV) and the Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT).

¢ Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV)

With the change of Chinese language and remarkable advances in biblical archacology and research over the past
decades, a pressing need arises for a new Chinese Bible translation reflecting tremendous insights in scholarship and
to be conveyed in language current to the time. We therefore in 1993 initiated the CCV translation project, by which
the Bible is translated directly from its original languages into contemporary Chinese language. Most distinctive
Chinese biblical scholars and language experts from all over the world are involved in this project. The New
Testament and the Pentateuch were completed and published in April 2010 and July 2014 respectively, which were
highly endorsed by seminary scholars and teachers, pastors and believers alike. The translation of the Old Testament
is now complete, and the CCV Bible is anticipated to be published soon.

* Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT)
The CNLT is translated from the New Living Translation (NLT), a contemporary English translation which is
marked out as a dynamic, clear, reliable and easy-to-understand version. The Chinese translation of both the
Old and New Testaments were completed and published in July 2012. Since it is understandable to common
people, the CNLT has proved to be effective in communicating biblical truth particularity in areas of evangelism
and discipleship training, and thus it has been receiving increasing popularity among Sunday school teachers,
evangelists, missionaries and new believers both in Hong Kong and abroad.

Bible Nurturing

Each generation and people of different stage of faith journey should have a Bible suitable for their spiritual needs.
CBI has always been a pioneer and visionary in publishing a wide range of Chinese/English bilingual Bibles, including
NIV, NKJV and NLT. In addition, we have published various study Bibles, Life Application Bibles, and Bibles for youth,
children and women, to name but a few. In view of the challenges from the cyber revolution, CBI continues to explore
new ways to present God’s word to the new generations. CBI Bible App represents one of our endeavours that seek to
empower a new generation of believers.

The Oracle Bible Centre

Established in January 2007 on-site of our office, the Oracle Bible Centre aims to extend CBI’s mission from Bible
publishing and translation to Bible teaching and training. We are committed to teaching God’s Word faithfully, clearly
and with solid study. Various Bible seminars and courses are held in the Centre on a regular basis for pastors, seminary
students, church leaders and lay Christians. Most of the seminars are free of charge so that those with little financial
resources may also be well equipped with the Bible.

Bible Outreach
The aim of Bible outreach is to impact the wider community with the life-giving message of the gospel by organising
activities for kids and students and establishing schemes of free Bible giving.

* Free Bible Giving
CBI collaborates with various churches, organisations and individual Christians to distribute free Bibles and
evangelistic materials to Chinese-speaking individuals and communities in particular those who are economically
underprivileged or in difficult circumstances.

* Bible Outreach Activities
Various activities are organised to get the Bible message across to a wide range of audience, ranging from
kindergarten kids, school children to senior people. Some of our regular events include the annual Bible
Recitation Festival with over 7,000 participants each year, and the Bible Giving Ambassador Scheme, etc.

The long-term goal of CBI’s ministry is to impart the truth of biblical faith to all Chinese people by means of making
the Bible and Bible knowledge assessable to all Chinese-speaking communities so as to pave the way for God to transform
the whole Chinese world with the gospel!

May glory be to God in the highest, and on earth the blessing of the Bible to people on whom His favour rests!
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The Hong Kong Bible Conference

The Hong Kong Bible Conference (HKBC) is an annual, non-denominational gathering of Chinese
Christians, open to churches and individuals worldwide. It seeks to strengthen believers' faith through powerful
biblical preaching, inspiring them to answer God's call to service and bringing spiritual revival and unity to the
global Chinese church.

Our History

HKBC originates from an annual preaching conference which was first held in Guangzhou in July 1927 and
expanded to Hong Kong the following August. In its early years, the conference was held annually in July and
August in Guangzhou and Hong Kong, respectively. Aside from a temporary suspension during World War II, the
event has proceeded without interruption. In the early post-war period, the HKBC was held every summer first on
Hong Kong Island and then in Kowloon.

Today’s HKBC

Since 1971, HKBC has held its ten-day annual conference in August, with Kowloon City Baptist Church
as its main venue. Starting in 2003, broadcasting technologies allowed for the establishment of sub-venues in
different parts of Hong Kong, enabling more believers to attend simultaneously; attendance has at times exceeded
200,000. Later, multiple sub-venues began operating outside Hong Kong for simultaneous live streaming or
rebroadcasting, allowing Chinese Christians worldwide to experience edification and revival. Since 2020, through
God's grace, the meetings have been streamed live online with replays available afterward. Currently, global
participation for this annual spiritual feast exceeds one million visits.

An Annual Spiritual Feast

Christians’ spiritual lives can only be nourished through the study of the Bible. From August Ist to 10th each
year, HKBC holds three different sermon sessions daily to build up believers through the Word of God.

Bible Exposition: Through in-depth study of selected biblical texts, it encourages believers to practice their
faith and respond to the challenges of our time.

Preaching Hour: Expounding God's Word, it promotes spiritual growth among believers so that their lives
may be transformed and renewed.

Revival Message: With biblical truths, it aims to revive believers' zeal for the Lord, so that they may commit
to church service or full-time ministry.

*For Sundays during the Conference, only the Revival Message is held.

Spiritual Resources of Chinese Churches

Through live streaming and recorded broadcasts, Chinese churches around the world can participate in more
than 20 intensive preaching gatherings every year. We also share sermons, messages of encouragement, and study
materials through our website and social media platforms. We hope to make good use of the thousands of sermons
we have collected over the years to support the evangelistic, pastoral, and nurturing ministries of Chinese churches
globally, while encouraging believers to pursue spiritual growth, commit to service, engage in mission work, and
assume leadership roles.

Promote Theological Education

We maintain contact with various seminaries and support them in strengthening training in exegesis and
expository preaching.

Participation and support

@ All HKBC meetings are free and open to all for in-person or online attendance.

® Churches in Hong Kong and overseas are welcome to participate in promotion and broadcasting. Please
contact us by email.

@ Please keep up with HKBC and support our ministry through prayer and giving.
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