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The mission of the Tennessee Grocers & Convenience 
Store Association is to promote and support the growth 
and success of the food industry in Tennessee through 
advocacy, education, public relations, and networking.

TGCSA represents all tiers of Tennessee’s food industry, including:
•    Retail grocery and convenience stores
•    Wholesalers
•    Distributors
•    Food manufacturers
•    Food industry service companies
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TGCSA was founded on the principle that the food industry is better off if it is seated at 
the table when public policy is being made.  TGCSA is your advocate before the state 
legislature, and all regulatory and policy-making agencies.

In recent years we have secured major 
victories for our members, including:

•	 2012 - Extending the schedule for distribution of SNAP 
benefits from a ten-day period to a twenty-day period, smoothing 
out major disruptions in product distribution and labor scheduling

•	 2014 - Securing the ability for retail food stores to sell wine

•	 2016 – Increasing the commission on cigarettes from 8% to 15%

•	 2017 – Prohibiting local laws banning plastic bags, Styrofoam containers

•	 2018 – Allowing for wine & spirit sales seven days a week (Sunday sales)

•	 Pandemic - TGCSA maintained weekly meetings with the Governor, FEMA, 
TEMA, and other key departments to ensure the industry remained well-
supplied and informed.

•	 2023 – Allowing for food store sales of “ready to drink” wine-based cocktails

Advocacy

By adding your company’s voice to the unified voice of Tennessee’s food industry, 
we all become stronger.  

In 2024 we will be engaged in fights in many areas, including:

•	 Environmental law
•	 Taxation
•	 Labor law

•	 Crime
•	 Regulation
•	 And many more!

We are fighting for you.  
Victory gets closer when you join the fight!

The list of bad ideas proposed in the Tennessee General 
Assembly during is too long to include here!  TGCSA has a 
strong record of defeating these bad ideas.

“Our investment in TGCSA membership has contributed to several legislative 
victories, which have impacted our bottom line and have paid for that investment 
many times over.” Judson Naifeh, Owner, Naifeh Food Stores
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Scholarships
Valuable higher education scholarships are available to associates, and children and 
spouses of associates, of TGCSA member companies, through the Tennessee Grocers 
Education Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  Since its inception, TGEF has 
awarded more than $4.2 million in scholarships for college!

2023 -2024 Scholarship year
107 Scholarships were issued totaling $140,050

2022 -2023 Scholarship year
97 Scholarships were issued totaling $127,600 
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2023-2024 TGEF Scholars

You can make an impact
Through TGEF your company can create its own scholarship program for its associates.  This 
is a great way to add a benefit for your employees and realize tax savings.

TGEF Scholarship dollars benefitting the families that work for us is an incredible 
benefit of TGCSA membership.”  Steve Smith, CEO, K-VA-T Food Stores

Tennessee Scholars are attending colleges and universities in 19 States. 
Over 81% of scholars studing in Tennessee.

Students submitted 479 applications in the 23-24 scholarship cycle, from 
students representing over 70 TGCSA Member Companies.

Our scholars are majoring in 40+ different fields.
Top Majors: 
Business Management - 8
Nursing - 8
Biological Sciences - 6
Computer Science - 6
Psychology - 5

Top Colleges & Universities: 
East Tennessee State University - 7
Tennessee Technological University - 5
The University of Tennessee Knoxville - 5
Middle Tennessee State University - 4
Western Kentucky University - 4

During the 2023 -2024 academic year, TGEF Issued 107 
Scholarships totaling $140,050. 

7



TGCSA Convention & Expo
The annual TGCSA convention and expo offers a variety of targeted 

educational and interactive sessions, keynote addresses and 

networking opportunities designed to provide attendees 

with key takeaways from industry and state leaders.

MAY 14-16, 2024
MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE
EMBASSY SUITES CONFERENCE CENTER

Championship

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

The friendships and business connections I have forged 
at TGCSA events have made a huge impact on our 
company’s success.”  

- Jay Mitchell, Mitchel Food Center
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Industry 
Connections

TGCSA
Day on the Hill

TGCSA’s robust event offerings provide excellent opportunities to connect with industry 
colleagues and valued business partners.  Whether closing deals, enhancing relationships, or 

just having fun, TGCSA events enhance every member’s professional experience…..
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Stay Informed

 Our regular communications and timely alerts keep you up to date on 
critical industry news and legislative and regulatory developments.  

Don’t be caught off guard…

Printed
Publications

Weekly Email
The Checkout

“TGCSA played a critical role in helping our company navigate the 
shifting regulatory landscape during the COVID crisis.  Without their 
regular updates we would have been at a loss to know how to proceed” 

– Rick James, owner, Memphis Cash Saver
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Our Membership
130
124
16
8

Associate Companies

Grocery / Convenience Co.

Wholesale, Dist. Broker Co.

Industry Organizations

278 Active Members

1078
Convenience &
Grocery Store 
Locations

Contact Us
Phone: 615-889-0136
414 Union Street, Suite 1900
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
Rob Ikard: rikard@tngrocer.org
events@tngrocer.org
scholarships@tngrocer.org

Scan to 
contact us:
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TGCSA
414 Union Street, Suite 1900
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Become a TGCSA memberUnite with us

www.tngrocer.org/join

Scan the code 
to Become a 

TGCSA member


