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 OUR STRENGTH LIES WITHIN OUR ROOTS
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 CAUCUS FOUNDATION'S ANNUAL



It is with much pride that we present to you the 2023 
“Raíces Public Policy Conference!” Since our founding, our 
mission has been clear, to foster the next generation of 
Latino leadership while advocating for the needs and 
wants of the community. And as many of you know, the 
purpose of the annual conference is just that – to converse, 
reflect, and strategize with you all as we move public 
policy priorities forward. This last year has been pivotal as 
we have grown, strengthening and deepening our 
partnerships to ensure Latino voices are lifted. 

In paving a new pathway forward, ILLCF partnered with 
the Great Cities Institute of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago and multiple nonprofit organizations, to present 
research and data on the current status of issues a�ecting 
our Latino community throughout Illinois across five issue 
areas: (1) Health Equity, (2) Immigration & Language 
Access, (3) Education, (4) Economic & Business 
Development, and (5) Latiné Representation. And while 
this collaboration allows us to present important findings, 
we all know research is not always the same as lived 
experience. Hence the purpose of breaking bread with you 
all here today – to build a stronger Latino family in Illinois. 

De todo corazón, gracias!

¡HOLA!
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER-2023

28th
THURSDAY

9:00 AM: 

9:40 AM:

11:00 AM:

12:20 PM:

1:00 PM: 

Doors Open at 8am, Program Starts at 8:30am
 light breakfast by  Tlahuica catering

Welcome and Introduction
State Rep. Norma Hernández &
State Sen. Omar Aquino

“The Growing Importance of
Latinos in Chicagoland Suburbs””
Panel Discussion
Moderator: 
State Rep.Lisa Hernández
Panelists:
Maria Pesqueira - Healthy
Communities Foundation
Alex Linares - Great Cities Institute 
Dr. Lili Burciaga - ALMAS
State Sen. Cristina Castro

BREAKOUT SESSION A

Health Equity Workshop
Presented by: Illinois Unidos &
Healthy Illinois Campaign
Featuring:
State Rep. Dagmara Avelar
& State Rep. Lilian Jimenez 

Immigration and Language 
Access Workshop
Presented by: ICIRR & Instituto
del Progreso Latino
Featuring:
State Sen. Karina Villa &
State Rep. Angelica Guerrero-Cuellar
 
Education Workshop
Presented by: Latino Policy Forum
& Young Invincibles 
Featuring:
State Rep. Barbara Hernández
& State Rep. Norma Hernández
 
Economic & Business 
Development Workshop
Presented by: Executive Latino
Council & Northwest Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce
Featuring: 
State Sen. Cristina Castro &
State Rep. Eva-Dina Delgado
 
Latiné Representation Workshop 
Presented by: SEIU & 
Puerto Rican Agenda of Chicago
Featuring: 
State Sen. Celina Villanueva &
State Sen. Javier Loera-Cervantes 

“Celebrating Latino Identity in Illinois:
Makes Us Stand Out”
Dr. Teresa Cordova, 
Director of Great Cities Institute UIC

“ILLC and ILLCF: Raices and 
Public Policy” 
Panel Discussion and Luncheon
Moderator: Former State Sen. 
Dr. Cristina Pacione-Zayas
Panelists:
State Sen. Omar Aquino
State Sen. Celina Villanueva,
State Rep. Dagmara Avelar,
State Rep. Edgar Gonzalez,
State Rep. Norma Hernández,
Executive Director of ILLCF,
Oswaldo Alvarez  

8:30 AM:

BREAKOUT SESSION B

Health Equity Workshop
Presented by: Illinois Unidos & 
Healthy Illinois Campaign
Featuring: 
State Rep. Norma Hernández
& State Rep. Lisa Hernández 
 
Immigration and Language 
Access Workshop
Presented by: ICIRR & 
Instituto del Progreso Latino
Featuring: 
State Sen. Karina Villa &
State Rep. Angelica Guerrero-Cuellar
 
Education Workshop
Presented by: Latino Policy Forum
& Young Invincibles 
Featuring: 
State Rep. Aaron Ortiz
& State Sen. Natalie Toro
 
Economic & Business
Development Workshop
Presented by: Executive Latino 
Council & Northwest Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce
Featuring: 
State Sen. Cristina Castro &
State Rep. Eva-Dina Delgado
 
Latiné  Representation Workshop 
Presented by: SEIU & 
Puerto Rican Agenda of Chicago
Featuring: 
State Sen. Angelica Guerrero-Cuella &
State Sen. Javier Loera-Cervantes



“The Growing Importance
of Latinos in Chicagoland
Suburbs” Panel Discussion 
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The growing Latino Community
 in the Western Suburbs of Chicago

A collection of data and maps that reveal demographic changes and illustrate their interesec-

tion with social and structural determinants of health 

Produced by the Great Cities Institue at the University of Illinois Chicago | go.uic.edu/west_suburban_latino_rpt

04“The Growing Importance of Latinos in Chicagoland Suburbs”
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How can we ensure equitable and culturally responsive care, 
services, and structures to support the health and quality of life 
of the growing Latino community in the Western Suburbs?
Learn more at go.uic.edu/west_suburban_latino_rpt

HEALTHCARE ACCESS
Healthcare access has improved 
but wide disparities remain. 
Main factors include employment, 
income, and immigration status.

15% of Latinos in the Western 
Suburbs do not have health insurance 
compared to 5% of the White  
(non-Hispanic or Latino) population.

Rates of Uninsured 
Latinos are highest in: Hodgkins  |  44%

“The Growing Latino Community in the Western Suburbs of Chicago” is a project of the Great Cities Institute of the  
University of Illinois Chicago and is supported by Community Memorial Foundation and Healthy Communities Foundation.

Summit 

22%
Cicero 

20%
Clarendon 

Hills 

20% 
Westmont 

20%

57%
Broadview 83%
Stickney 77%
Westchester 94%

HOMEOWNERSHIP
Latino families are setting down roots  
in the Western Suburbs, as seen by  
the high rates of homeownership.

of West Suburban 
Latinos own a home

The Latino homeownership 
rate is over 75% in 14 
Western Suburbs including:

AGE
Compared to other racial/ethnic 
groups in the Western Suburbs,  
the Latino population skews 
younger, which contributes to a 
large part of the student body in the 
educational system. This is a trend 
we anticipate lasting well into the 
next ten years.

75 and over

65–74

55–64

45–54

35–44

25–34

15–24

10–14

9 and under

8.4% 1.9%

3.7%

7.7%

11.8%

15.3%

14.9%

17.3%

10.5%

17%

11.1%

15.2%

14.3%

12.7%

11.1%

10.4%

5.9%

11%

greatcities.uic.edu  |  cmfdn.org  |  hcfdn.org

  Latino population

  Other population



Celebrating Latino Identity in Illinois:

What Makes Us Stand Out

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dr. Teresa Cordova

Director, UIC Great Cities Institue

Teresa Córdova is the Director of the Great Cities 
Institute (GCI) at the University of Illinois Chicago. 
She is also Professor of Urban Planning and Policy 
in the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
(CUPPA).  Professor Córdova received her Ph.D. in 
Sociology from the University of California, Berkeley 
in 1986.

As an applied theorist, political economist, and 
community-based planner, Dr. Córdova approaches 
her work as a scholarship of engagement in which 
research, pedagogy, and service are integrated. 
Throughout her career, Teresa has engaged with 
communities in and outside the university and is an 
expert in community/university partnerships and 
methodologies of engaged research. In addition to 
strategies for community and economic 
development, her work focuses on global/local 
dynamics and the impacts of global economic 
restructuring on local communities, including 
impacts of resource extraction.  In her various roles, 
including elected and appointed government 
positions, she has been instrumental in affecting 
economic development policy and projects, the 
provision and design of infrastructure, local 
governance, and neighborhood change.

In addition to her publications in the field of community 
development, she has a long history of publishing in the fields of 
Chicana and Latina Studies. Some of those publications include, 
“Persistence and Resistance in Genízaro Identity,” “Neoliberal 
Policy Regime and the Implications for Latino Studies Scholarship,” 
“Harold Washington and the Rise of Latino Electoral Politics in 
Chicago 1982-1987,” and “Economic Restructuring and The Process 
of Incorporation of Latino Workers into the Chicago Economy.”  In 
the fields of Chicana and Latina Feminisms, she has produced 
several classic writings including Chicana Voices:  Intersections of 
Class, Race and Gender (1986, 1993) (co-editor).



Education Workshop
Immerse yourself in a discussion on the bread-and-butter 
topics of Early Childhood, K-12, and Higher Education. Join 
this multifaceted dialogue and contribute your insights to 
enrich policy priorities. This session will challenge your 
thinking and provoke opportunities for deep engagement 
and collaboration on ways to address challenges in 
education.

Erika Mendez
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Lily Rocha

50th District

Barbara Hernández
State Representative

77th District

Norma Hernández
State Representative

SCAN FOR 
SURVEY/QUESTIONS

SESSION B LEGISLATORS

SESSION A LEGISLATORS

1st District

Aaron Ortiz
State Representative

20th District

Natalie Toro
State Senator
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Immigration & Language
Access workshop 
Join us as we delve into the multifaceted challenges 
immigrant communities face and the crucial importance 
of language access in ensuring equitable access to 
resources and services. Engage in dynamic discussions on 
innovative solutions and inclusive practices that promote 
linguistic inclusivity and support the integration of 
immigrants into society. This session is a must-attend for 
anyone passionate about social justice, human rights, and 
fostering a truly inclusive society.
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Fred Tsao Karina Ayala-Bermejo

25th District

Karina Villa
State Senator

22nd District

Angelica Guerrero-
Cuellar

State Representative

50th District

Barbara Hernández
State Representative

25th District

Karina Villa
State Senator

SESSION B LEGISLATORS

SESSION A LEGISLATORS

SCAN FOR 
SURVEY/QUESTIONS
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22Immigration & Language Access workshop 



Health Equity Workshop 

This illuminating breakout session features conversations 
on advancing health equity throughout the state. In this 
thought-provoking session, we will explore current 
initiatives to achieve equitable healthcare, the critical issues 
surrounding healthcare 
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SESSION B LEGISLATORS

Alejandra Ibañez Tovia Siegel
Healthy Illinois Campaign

85th District

Dagmara Avelar
State Representative

4th District

Lilian Jimenez
State Representative

77th District

Norma Hernández
State Representative
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24th District Moderator

Lisa Hernández
State Representative

SCAN FOR 
SURVEY/QUESTIONS
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Economic and Business
Development Workshop 

Step into a powerful conversation centered on the pivotal role of 
the Latino community in shaping policies that drive economic 
growth, foster entrepreneurship, and empowerment. Together 
attendees will engage in thought provoking discussions, 
explore innovative strategies, share inspiring stories,and identify 
key opportunities that unlock the door to success for all.

SESSION B LEGISLATORS

22nd District

Cristina Castro
State SenatorState Senator

22nd District

Cristina Castro
State Senator

12th District

Celina Villanueva
State Senator

Jose Suarez Ulises Ruelas

Eva-Dina Delgado

Mario Farfan

3rd District

SESSION A LEGISLATORS

State Representative

SCAN FOR 
SURVEY/QUESTIONS
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Source: IPUMS-CPS database (ASEC 2022). Data for the self-employed is collected based on class of worker and lists self-employed workers as those that have an 

incorporated business and those that are incorporated. The unincorporated self-employed are then used as a proxy indicator for freelance or gig economy workers. 
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Latiné Representation 

Explore the challenges within Latino representation across various 
sectors including education, local and state government positions, 
business, and in sports. Discuss the significance of representation, 
which not only enriches the fabric of our society but also plays a 
pivotal role in shaping our national identity as a diverse and 
culturally rich nation. Join us in a discussion of how to press forward 
in this area, address areas of need, and expand representation in 
meaningful ways.

SESSION B LEGISLATORS

SESSION A LEGISLATORS

12th District

Celina Villanueva

State Senator

1st District

Javier Loera-
Cervantes
State Senator

22nd District

Angelica Guerrero-
Cuellar

State Representative

Dr. Marisol Morales Jackie Rodriguez

1st District

Javier Loera-
Cervantes
State Senator

SCAN FOR 
SURVEY/QUESTIONS



36Latiné Representation 



“ILLC and ILLCF: Raices and 
Public Policy” Panel Discussion
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85th District

Dagmara Avelar
State Representative

77th District

Norma Hernández
State Representative

12th District

Celina Villanueva
State Senator

Edgar Gonzalez

21st District

State Representative

Oswaldo Alvarez

Executive Director

ILLCF

Omar Aquino

2nd District

State Senator 

Dr. Cristina
 Pacione-Zayas
Deputy Chief of Sta�
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Post- Survey
QR code



Thank you
to all of our 2022 sponsors

who helped make this year's conference a reality


