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Caren Caverly
President, GDCTA

ccaverly@comcast.net
770-713-4025

A very summery hello to you! 
The Atlanta Metro is hitting the 90s this week, are you ready for that?  
 
The Heat Index is the sum of the temperature plus the humidity. For example:if the temperature is 80 
degrees Fahrenheit and the humidity is 20%, then the Heat Index is 100 (80+20=100). If the Heat Index is 
less than 120, it is ok to ride. Start watching it as it rises above 120, at 150 your horse's cooling system 
won't work effectively. 
 
This is a last call for Yearbook advertising!  

• Have you reserved your space yet for your congratulate to your child, spouse or trainer? 
Register now on the website https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-4695068 to hold your ad space 
(pay in June). Questions? June Brewer at yearbook@gdcta.org 

 
We’ve done so much already this year but there’s still so much coming up.  
Check the events page https://bit.ly/GDCTA_Events to find all of our events. You can also find all the 
GDCTA-recognized schoolings there as well. 
 

• Have you signed up for our first Eventing Camp yet? Summer camp is about having a great time 
connecting with your horse as well as hanging out with new and old friends on similar journeys. 
Sometimes, a designated, structured time period assigned only to focus on your relationship 
with your horse is just the gift you need. Find the time to put yourself and your riding goals first 
with the GDCTA Eventing Summer Camp!  
Register here: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-4798776 
Questions? Joanne Morse at joannemorse1@yahoo.com 

 
Time is running out to apply for one of the 4 $800 GDCTA Training Grants! 
Application deadline is June 1st. 

• Grants are one of the tools that GDCTA provides for our members so that they may achieve their 
goals. With each grant application there is new wisdom and new lessons learned. Whether 
funded or denied, it serves to make your next application that much stronger!  
Learn more here: https://www.gdcta.org/training-grants  
Questions? Janie Pride at janiepride@yahoo.com 

 
Lastly, a quick reminder that GDCTA is hosting the Great American Insurance Group/USDF Region 3 
Championships at the Georgia Horse Park in Conyers from October 7-9th. (Volunteers, sponsors, 
advertisers, and vendors are welcome now! https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-4556237 ). The 2022 US 
Dressage Finals presented by Adequan will be held November 10-13, 2022, in Lexington, KY. 
 
You know we have lots going on! Be sure to check the events list to find those things that appeal to you.  
 
 

Dearest members:

Caren



Liz Faso Memorial  VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
sponsored by Wilsun Custom Horse Products

~New volunteer program for GDCTA Volunteers~ 

(check the events calendar https://bit.ly/GDCTA_Events to find the events that will work for you! 
Board members, paid positions and Chairs are not eligible.)

1) $1000.00 to the member with the most hours volunteered at GDCTA events and 
participating shows 2) $750.00 to member with the 2nd highest number of hours
3) $500.00 to member with the 3rd highest number of hours
4) $250.00 raffle consisting of every volunteer with 24 hrs volunteering

This program is running from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022, and 
will be awarded at the Awards Gala in January 2023. 

Volunteer!  Become a volunteer by registering through each event or by going to 
https://www.gdcta.org/volunteer.

GDCTA is a member-focused and member-run organization that depends on 
volunteers!  We encourage you to become involved in any of the many activities we 
offer. Share the excitement from the inside!
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DDoonnaalldd  &&  EElliizzaabbeetthh  FFaassoo  PPeerrppeettuuaall  TTrroopphhyy    
ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  LLiissaa  SSeeggeerr  IInnssuurraannccee  

 
This new award will be awarded for distinguished service to Georgia Dressage & Combined Training 
Association (GDCTA) and service to equestrian sport. Nominations along with a brief reason why the GDCTA 
member nominee is deserving of the award should be emailed to admin@gdcta.org by November 30th.  
 
After the cutoff date for nominations closes, the nominees will be reviewed by John and Lisa Seger and a 
GDCTA board member to determine who will be presented with the award at the Awards Gala. 
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GDCTA MEMBER TRAINING GRANT S 
The GDCTA Grant has been established to provide 
funding support for GDCTA member-riders who are 
working to sharpen their riding skills. Four grants of 
$800* each will be offered to GDCTA members for 
concentrated work with a trainer of their choice within 
one year of receiving the grant award. 

Mission 

The mission of the GDCTA Grant Program is to provide 
educational opportunities to members who have 
demonstrated exceptional commitment to and/or 
excellence in the sport as well as service and 
ambassadorship within the Association. 

The grant is meant for a GDCTA member to have the 
opportunity to be in a training situation that is not 
readily available during the course of his/her daily 
pattern. Grant monies must be used to participate in 
educational programs that include, but are not limited 
to: seminars, workshops, clinics and training programs 
offered by recognized or certified instructors. 

Categories 

 Adult Amateur – Dressage 
 Professional 
 Combined Training 
 Jr/YR 

Eligibility 

 GDCTA members in good standing. 
 US Citizen or permanent US resident holding 

Green card 
 Involvement in a regular riding program with 

active instruction over the last three years 

 Requirements 

These grants represent an investment by GDCTA. The 
recipient understands that the membership will benefit 
as a result of the recipient’s experience, therefore it is a 
requirement that the recipient will: 

 write an article for the GDCTA newsletter, 
Collected Remarks, for use on the GDCTA 
website and for GDCTA’s use in other 
publications 

 give a verbal report at a GDCTA board meeting 
as soon as possible after their training is 
complete 

 volunteer at least 8 hours (or the equivalent of 
one day) at a GDCTA function within a year of 
receiving the grant. 

Opening Date: February 1, 2021 
 
Closing Date: June 1, 2021 
 
Winner Announcement: July 1, 2021 

Apply online: 

www.gdcta.org/training-grants 

Questions? 
 
Janie Pride 
Grant Program Committee Chair 
706-326-4354 

 

*I understand that I will receive an initial $600 of the 
grant after details of my training are 
confirmed, and one month before my 
training; the balance in the amount of 
$200 will be sent to me when the 
GDCTA newsletter editors receive my 
training experience article. 
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Fun things for this show:

1) Team Challenge

Teams can be made of any number (minimum of 2) of riders doing any level. Percentage scores 
will be added together and averaged to determine a total team score used for placing. CT dres-
sage scores will be converted to dressage percentages. Trophy to the winning team!

This is for all you families, instructors, and riders out there who would love to be on a team 
with friends and family or who want to get a Barn Team together.  

To enter the Team Challenge, email Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net with the name of 
your team and the names of the members of your team. If you want to put a “scramble team” 
together on the show grounds, drop off the team names with the list of members at the office. 
The show office will take care of the rest!

2) Atlanta Saddlery Busiest Trainer Award -  the trainer who brings the most students to the 
show! To enter, have your students list you (the trainer) as "coach" on their entry form. The 
Office will tally the results.

The winner will receive a trophy and a $50 gift certificate to Atlanta Saddlery.
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GDCTA Spring Fling

Photos by Meg McGuire

SPECIAL AWARDS
Saturday

Dressage High score Wyette Felton

CT Low score Brittany Wyatt

Busiest Trainer Amber Lopresti

Team Competition Simply Dressage - Carly Prosser 

and Amber Gipp

Sunday

Dressage High Score Molly Boggs

CT Low score Ashley Dodds

Team Competition Never Skittish - Jenna Williams 

and Jamie Lyle





                                                                               
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     “If you don’t have something nice to say, don’t say 
anything at all.” A refrain repeated by mothers across 
the world to their children. And why? Because words 
can hurt. In honor of Mother’s Day, it seems like a good 
time to delve into probably some of the best advice 
ever given as it relates to the complex relationships 
developed in show programs around the country.  
Every barn seems to have a barn gossip. As much as 
programs claim to be “no drama” and “inclusive”, the 
fact remains that when you put very competitive 
people in a close environment it seems hard for some 
to resist the urge to start the rumor mill turning.  
“She doesn’t ride enough. She doesn’t even deserve to 
go to a recognized show.”  
“Why can’t she jump higher than a cross-rail by now?”  
“I heard she stopped leasing because she can’t afford it 
anymore.”  
“I hate to say it; she just likes to brag about herself.”  
     These are, seemingly, fairly trivial statements so 
why do we do it? Why do we feel entitled to comment 
on other’s lives? In a world where we are mostly 
judged on appearances, it can be hard to forget the 
compassion and humanity our mothers spent years 
instilling into us. When someone is faster, better, has 
nicer horse or fancier clothes, the green-eyed monster 
can rear its ugly head. Chances are you’ve been a part 
of a friendly conversation that turns into gossip about 
someone. We all have.  It’s human nature to want to 
know what everyone is up to. Everyone wants to find 
their place to fit in. The problem with gossip is that it 
leaves little room for positive connections. 
     The negative sort of seeps in and promotes toxicity 
and complication into an already complex situation. In 
a competitive show environment, this can have a 
massive impact on your riding, your horse’s 
performance and your enjoyment of the sport. 

                        
By Brooke Taylor 

     If there is something that we all need at this sport 
and in life, it is encouraging and constructive 
friendships which help boost our confidence and our 
execution of the skills we have spent so much time 
learning. It is hard enough to remember where to 
turn, halt, or jump without the constant background 
noise of the group gossip.    
     Every person has the power to shift the dynamic 
when this happens. Gossip doesn’t exist without 
contribution. It can be shut down with a simple 
change of subject or walking away. While this is many 
times easier said than done, it pays to remind 
ourselves that eventually the subject won’t be 
someone else – it will be you.  
     And, so, like our mother’s taught us we should 
remember to treat others how we would like to be 
treated. The power of competitive, strong and 
capable riders can be harnessed into something really 
special and positive. No, not everyone will get along 
and be great friends. But just because you aren’t 
friends, doesn’t mean that you have to be enemies. 
We can all embrace our relative strengths and 
weaknesses, accept each other for who we are and be 
supportive of the people who share our passions.               
     Ultimately, we are all rowing the boat together 
when it comes to creating the environment of our 
second home at the barn. Find opportunities to be 
inclusive. Find opportunities to shift the conversation 
to be complimentary of someone. Find opportunities 
to encourage and inspire. Find opportunities to make 
your Mom proud of you. 
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By Kelli Agnew 

 
When I wrote my training grant application last year, 
my goals were to spend time away from my “normal” 
life in order to have intensive dressage training 
experience. Use of my training grant had to be 
postponed to spring 2022 because the trainer that I 
selected was in Wellington for the season. However, it 
was well worth the wait, and the fact that for the 
remainder of the year, she is in the horse capital of the 
world, Lexington, Kentucky. Kentucky is absolutely 
gorgeous in the spring, and unbeknownst to me, I 
picked a week during Keeneland’s Spring Meet. Bonus 
fun! In mid-April, I traveled to Reese Koffler-Stanfield’s 
lovely Maplecrest Farm to spend almost an entire week 
with this USDF Gold Medalist and Certified Instructor.   
  

 
 
Having been at Second Level now for over 3 years, I was 
ready for some help in moving up. Initially I believed my 
problems were related to the fact that I ride a mare 
who was always happy to find the handsome boys 
outside the ring to flirt with when we were in a 
test. Things had improved with ReguMate, but after a 
year on it, we were still having some issues, and we 
would continue to get comments on our tests that had 
to do with “tension”.  
 
Read on to see how the training went. 
 
Day One — yikes. My girl was quite naughty to put it 
lightly. She was pulling the reins out of my hands, and of 
course, Reese called it like it was - Mercedez was quite 
spoiled and rude.  This had been a problem for a while;  

 

 
 
however, I was not consistent with my corrections, 
meaning things continued to get worse. We spent the 
lesson fixing this problem, which was nothing more 
than a small pop with the whip when she’d start it.  Of 
course, Mercedez would become very frustrated, and 
she would begin to back. If she did not go forward, I 
would then ask her to back and we’d back all the way 
across the arena if need be. And because she’s very 
smart, I knew this would be the end of it, and on Day 
Two, she only tried it a couple of times. Problem solved, 
and some tension gone. Reese reminded me that 
dressage requires DISCIPLINE, and that I must be 
consistent, no matter how cute the face of the pony.    
 
As expected, the work on Day One paid off and Day Two 
was far better. The Princess Pony was pretty much over 
her tantrums, and we were able to work. One thing that  
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I had noticed with Mercedez at the canter is that she 
tends to want to tilt when going to the left, and I 
thought that might have something to do with too 
much left rein and Reese was quick to show me that her 
neck muscles on the right were not as developed as 
those on the left, which would cause the tilting. We did 
a lot of walking, flexing her more to the right in order to 
see the nuchal ligament, and then to the left, continuing 
to work the tension out of her neck. We also performed 
this exercise at the trot, and it was quite effective. So, 
more TENSION release with “horse yoga” as Reese 
called it.   
 
Each day was a building block for the next day and on 
Day Three I started out early before the lesson, working 
on the “horse yoga” from Day Two, so that we could 
work on the next big thing — improving Mercedez’s 
reaction to my leg.  The exercise that we used to make 
her more attentive to my leg was riding a straight line at 
the walk, then a turn on the forehand, making a 
complete square with the turn on the forehand at each 
corner. We did this at the walk and then at the trot. I 
was also reminded when I was riding to look where I 
was going, and not down at Mercedez! Because she’s so 
darn adorable, I have a bad habit of looking at her, 

which in turn, is not good for her balance or mine. 
Another exercise that we did on this day was trotting 
down the long side, shoulder in, renver, shoulder in, 
then across the diagonal, changing the flexion at X, then 
continuing on. Again, more “horse yoga” here, and we 
all know what happens with yoga — TENSION out! 
 
I was sad to see Day Four since I knew “boot camp” was 
coming to an end but it was a great day for Reese to 
turn her attention to me. She told me that I’m not 
normal. Okay, so everybody already knew this but I’m 
also not normal at the canter — I tend to want to go 
from side to side rather than front to back, which is 
normal. How to fix this — bring in the Franklin Balls. If 
you’ve never heard of them, just google Franklin Balls 
for equestrians. You place these balls under your seat 
bones, and canter away. They not only make you more 
aware of where you are at the canter, they put you in a 
better position.  She had me canter a 10-meter circle, 
then across the short diagonal to a walk, shoulder in 
one direction, then the other, then pick up the opposite 
canter lead. And this will be an exercise that I will need 
to perform correctly in order to create the flying 
change.   
 
I always worry that this will wear off after getting home, 
or that I will forget things, but I will say that four solid 
days of training, and using my Equestrian Journal for 
note taking, has been an incredible help to retain 
everything that I learned.    
 
Also, if you aren’t aware, Reese is one of the Co-Hosts 
of the Dressage Radio Show (official podcast for USDF). I 
was interviewed for the podcast about the training 
grant while I was in Lexington and gave a shout out to 
the best GMO ever. Thank you GDCTA, for this amazing 
opportunity to actually immerse myself in dressage with 
one of the top trainers in this country. It was an 
experience I will never forget! 
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inside the Sandbox
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2 0 2 2  U S D F  L  P r o g r a m  P a r t  1

By Abi Kroupa

Photograph by Tamara Didjurgis

Our GDCTA-hosted USDF L Program Part 1 Session A was held at Shannondale Farm, 
Milton in April. We had 19 participants and over 20 silent auditors.

In April GDCTA successfully hosted USDF L Program
Session A. This program is designed to prepare
candidates to enter the United States Equestrian
Federation (USEF) “r” Judges Training Program, to
qualify individuals to judge schooling shows, and to
give competitors, trainers, and instructors greater
insight into the evaluative process of judging dressage.
We have very few L graduates that are based in
Georgia, so there is a huge need for individuals
interested in becoming schooling show judges. Also tL
graduates with distinction who qualify to move on to
the USEF "r" judges program.

"I found the program very educational and extremely
well run. The material that was covered will help me as
a trainer better understand what the judges are looking
for with each movement. Thank you GDCTA put this
together."
- Marian Bickers, L Program Participant

In Session A, we outlined Introduction to Judging &
Biomechanics from Training through Second Level. On
the first day we have classroom lectures with USEF “S”
Dressage judge, Joan Darnell. We covered knowledge
and the abilities of a good judge, code of conduct,
dressage rules and their application, judging
methodology, and the judging process. 

Sunday morning, we continued our classroom
lectures. We discussed the biomechanics of the horse,
how it relates to judging, and the Pyramid of Training.

"For L program participants and judges, it is
important to understand biomechanics basics and how
they relate to successful training for the development
and welfare of the horse. It is the judge's job to
explain to the rider how all of the basics are
interrelated and give more “mechanically” correct
comments to become more helpful to riders as they
move through the levels." - Joan Darnell & USDF
Session A Outline.

We finished the afternoon watching demo riders
perform the basic movements from Training Through
Second Level.

Next Sessions:
July 9-10 - Session B - Judging Criteria for Gaits,
Paces, Movements, and Figures

August 20-21 - Session C - Basics, Collective Marks,
Gaits, Impulsion, Submission, and the Rider

If you are interested in being a silent auditor for
Session B or C contact Caren Caverly at
ccaverly@comcast.net 

Session A: Introduction to Judging & Biomechanics



L Education Program Recommended Reading List * Strongly recommended for those participating in the L Education program

JUDGING:
* FEI DRESSAGE HANDBOOK: GUIDELINES FOR JUDGING - Federation Equestre Internationale

The DVDs listed below were filmed before the 1/2 points were used:
* Through the Eye of the Judge – Vol. 1 
* Through the Eye of the Judge – Vol. 2 
*Through the Eye of the Judge – Vol. 3 

* CURRENT VERSION OF ON THE LEVELS-JUDGE COMMENTARIES -with scores and comments from the US judges.

DRESSAGE: A GUIDELINE FOR RIDERS AND JUDGES  by Wolfgang M. Niggli

THE VIEW FROM C (available through The Dressage Foundation) by Dr. Dietmar Specht 

There are titles for the Biomechanics of the Horse, Biomechanics of the Rider, Progressive 
Training of the Dressage Horse, and Classics. Find them all on the USDF website: 

https://www.usdf.org/education/judge-training/lprogram/index.asp

Silent Auditors are welcome at Sessions B and C. 
Reserve your seat now: GDCTA.org

•  Session B is about judging criteria for gaits & paces, movements & figures. 
•  Session C is about collective marks, equitation, rider biomechanics and basics.



AUDITORS WELCOME!



G D C T A . O R G

2022 GAIG/USDF
Region 3 Dressage
Championships

October 7-9, 2022
Georgia Horse Park

Conyers, GA



                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     I started out with a great premise— if event riders 
would just improve their dressage score by four or five 
points (presumably by concentrating on it and taking 
more lessons), they would place higher at the end of 
the (Sun)day. Obviously standing near the top of your 
division after the first phase makes everyone else have 
to play catch-up, and you don’t have to hope others will 
falter.  
     So, I went on line to research past results to see how 
various scenarios had actually played out. I was less 
concerned with riders who had completed their 
dressage near the top and either maintained their 
standing or moved down with jumping or time faults. 
More to the point where riders in the bottom 2/3 after 
dressage who had jumped clean but had moved up 
“only so far,” their dressage shortcomings keeping 
them out of the ribbons. 
     I searched primarily in the “Rider” divisions 
thinking they would be less experienced at the level at 
which they were competing but also did general 
searches across the board at all levels. I did find 
individual anecdotal evidence that supported my 
original contention, and for each of those the message 
should be obvious. 
     However, more generally, particularly at the lower 
levels riders who placed well in dressage tended to go 
clean and maintain their standing. But clearly if they 
had been first after dressage and not fourth by a couple 
of points, their outcome would have been different. 
Farther down the bracket often if they had a weak 
dressage, jumping problems had followed as well. At 
the more advance levels time faults on the cross 
country came more into play, again a few fractions 
which could have been made up in the dressage phase 
rearranging the placings. 
     So, my earthshattering discovery has been more or 
less left on the cutting room floor. That said, it stands 
to reason that every point you accrue is equal to every 
other one, and every way you can avoid or minimize 
them, the better you are in the long run. There are the 
great overriding issues that come down to how 
sophisticated a rider you are: Is your horse really 
round and through and energetic? While lively, is he 
soft and permeable, and does he carry himself or brace 
against you and drag you around? Is he honestly on the 
aids, or is he posing?  

     As a judge the two words which I least like to use to 
describe a test are “coasting” or “cruising.” They imply a 
passivity on the rider’s part— an abdication of your 
duty to present your horse in his best possible light. 
These are all qualities in your riding which take a long 
time to master. 
     Meanwhile, there are lots of ways not to throw away 
points that could mean the difference between primary 
colors and an insipid pastel ribbon. Here’s a quick short 
list: 
Straightness on centerlines. 
Accurate figures including circles which have no 
accidental corners. 
Movements which happen when they are called for: If the 
test says “Canter at K and proceed on the long side,” it 
doesn’t mean do it somewhere in the corner while the 
horse is still bending. That’s missing the difficulty that the 
movement is asking for. Likewise, unless otherwise 
stated, transitions happen at the letters—that means 
when your shoulder is at the mark. They need to be 
smooth and prompt. You give away points if you trickle 
into the trot in an aimless jog. 
Remember: it’s really not rocket science. Look at the 
good riders. Study the good videos of horses at your 
level. And do your homework. Put those extra points in 
your back pocket, and be sure to feed your horse lots of 
carrots while you’re sipping the bubbly after your 
victory lap. 

Many thanks to  
Kem Barbosa (USEF “S”) for suggesting this topic. 

DDoo  tthhee  MMaatthh!!  
 

BByy  

BBIILLLL  WWOOOODDSS  



EVENTING

3 times the fun
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Join us for GDCTA's First 
Eventing Summer Camp!

June 13-16

Summer camp is about having a great time connecting with your horse as well as hanging out with new and 
old friends on similar journeys. Sometimes, a designated, structured time period assigned only to focus on 
your relationships with your horses is just the gift you need. Find the time to put yourself and your riding goals 
first.

For complete details visit the website (link below) and email Joanne Morse at JoanneMorse1@yahoo.com 

Members: $750; Non-Members: $800
Make your $350 non-refundable deposit with registration online: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-4798776
Balance due: June 1, 2022
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GDCTA BUSINESS

a glimpse behind the curtain

Thank you 
your generous gifts

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are. 
The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.



Thank you 
your generous gifts

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are. 
The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.

GOAT—Greatest Of All Time

Amanda Moretz Bodywork 
Anne Margaret Meyers 

Ashley Marascalco 
Atlanta Dressage 
Atlanta Saddlery 

Atlanta Youth Dressage Challenge 
Bella Med Spa 

Boisset Collection 
Brad Thatcher 

Bradford Renaissance Portraits 
Caitlyn Brennan 

Cara McNamee, DVM 
Ann Caverly 

Caren Caverly 
Caryl Berzack 

Cavali Club 
Chanda Smith 

Charlotte Detienne Photography 
Chattahoochee Hills Eventing 

Cherokee Feed and Seed 
Chip Caverly 

Christi Meyers 
Christine Murray, DVM 

Chronicle of the Horse Magazine 
Cindy Thaxton 

Close Enough Farm 
Courtney Cook 

CU at X Tack 
David Erdek Photography 

Deborah Lechner 
Deniro Boots 

Diana Salzman 
Dolly Woodruff Kennedy 

EasyCare, Inc. 
Equus Optimus Training Center 

Elleene Morgan 
Erudite Equestrian 

European Horse Tack 
Finish Line Horse Products 

Free Form Farm 
Frogcatcher Farm LLC 
Georgia Sport Horses 

Glenn Mitchell 
Grace Stables 

Great American Insurance Group 
GumBits 

HGF Equestrian 
High Point Dressage 

High Time Photography 
Holland Portraits 

HorseTech 
Janie Pride 

Jennifer Melcher, DVM 

Julie Norman 
Kayce Redmond 

Kelli Agnew 
Kim Keffer 
Kris Pinto 

La Quinta Inn and Suites 
Leah Marks 

Leigh Kent-Scherzer 
Leila Saxe 

Liberty Acres Dressage LLC 
Linda Light 

Linden Gaspar 
Lisa & John Seger 

Lisa Seger Insurance 
Lou Roth 

Lucy Calhoun 
Lumiere Dressage 

Malin Eriksson 
MangoBay Design 

Market Street Promotions 
Mary Lou Freil 

Melody Moore Jackson 
Michelle Klymko & Whiskey 

Optimus Equine Feed 
Pat Borders 

Platinum Performance 
Poplar Place Farm 

Renee Miller 
Richard Cohn 

Richard Taylor Equine Video 
River Mist Equestrian 

Robin Puryear 
Ruth Poulsen & Ariana Marshall 

Sandy Osborn 
Schneiders Tack 
Seminole Feed 

Seth Deitchman, Morgan Stanley 
Shannondale Farm 
Silent Hawk PEMF 

SmartPak 
Smoky Mountain Dressage 

Association / Donna Richardson 
Stephanie Petron 

Sue Bender 
Susan Easton Burns 

Susan Tammy Pearson 
Sydney Lee 

Tempi Design Studio 
Terre Davies 

The Drew Boot 
The Fluff Method 
The Riding School 

ThinLine 

Thompson & Assoc. Equine Med 
Todd Kroupa Team Real Estate 

Triple Crown Feed 
Unlimited Dressage 

USDF 
Virginia Woodcock 

Whole Horse Saddle Fit / Lacey 
Halstead 

Wilsun Custom Horse Blanket 
Zan Economopoulos Fine Art 

Zaudke Sculpture 



GDCTA Board 2022
OFFICERS

                                               President: Caren Caverly
                                         VP Dressage: Abigail Kroupa
                                          VP Eventing: Joanne Morse
                                              Treasurer: Peter West
               Corresponding Secretary: Carol Tresan
                         Recording Secretary: Ashley Boyd

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Nicole Andrews

Liz Molloy
Danielle Perry

Janie Pride
Jen Scherrens
Julie Shannon

The 2022 Board was seated at the 
January 17th meeting
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The April board meeting was canceled. The next board 
meeting is May 16 at  7:00 PM sharp via Zoom.

Contact Caren Caverly at ccaverly@comcast.net to be 
included in the Zoom invitation.



GDCTA Board 2022 Newsletter Submission 
Guidelines

   Collected Remarks is the official publication of the 
   Georgia Dressage and Combined Training Association, Inc. 
   (GDCTA), a non-profit, exempt corporation organized 
   under Section 501© (3). It is the monthly newsletter 
   designed to inform, educate and entertain the 
   membership. The Editors encourage members to submit 
   original advertising, articles, photographs, and artwork 
   for possible publication. The editors of ‘Collected 
   Remarks’ reserve the right to reject any advertising or 
   article deemed to be unsuitable for this newsletter. 

   • Editorial contributions of 600 words or less 
      (accompanied by photos with permission to publish, if 
      applicable) are welcomed although publication cannot 
      be guaranteed.
   • GDCTA is not responsible for the opinions and 
      statements expressed in signed articles or paid 
      advertisements. 

   GDCTA Collected Remarks welcomes submissions of 
   quality color dressage and sport-horse photographs. All 
   mounted riders must be wearing appropriate headgear 
   (a safety helmet, a derby, or a top hat). Photos must 
   be accompanied by complete captions, including the full 
   names of all subjects. 

   For print, only high resolution (300dpi) Jpeg or PDF files 
   will be accepted. 

   Please submit electronically to 
designonpenny@yahoo.com and webmaster@gdcta.org.

Committees 2022 
 

1) Nominating – 2 Non out going board members 
2) Grievance – 2 VP’s and only if there is a complaint 
3) Finance  

a. Chair – Peter West 
b. Sponsorship – Alexa Ryan-Oat 

4) Awards  
a. Grants –Janie Pride 

5) Award Banquet  
a. Chair – Caren Caverly 
b.  Silent Auction – Joanne Morse, Abi Kroupa 
c.  Barn Raffle – Jen Scherrens 

6) Education  
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Clinics – Caren Caverly, Joanne Morse 
c.  Kudzu – Danielle Perry, Jenn Scherrens 
d. USDF Education Program – Janie Pride 

7) Youth  
a. Chair – Joanne Morse, Abigail Kroupa 
b.  Schooling or Grassroots – Open 
c.  Recognized – Liz Molloy, Janie Pride 
d.    Collegiate – Amanda Garner 

       8) Communication  

a.  Chair – Joanne Morse 
b. Yearbook – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
c.  Newsletter – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
d. Website – June Brewer 
e. Social Media – June Brewer, Abigail Kroupa 
f. Membership – Mary Lou Freil 

9) Show 
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Recognized – Caren Caverly 
c. Schooling – Caren Caverly 

1 Horse Show Recognition – Carol Tresan 
d. Regionals  

1. Chair – Caren Caverly 
2. Vendors – Open 
3. Hospitality – Abigail Kroupa, Danielle Perry 
4. Awards Chair – Peri Lambros 
5. Grounds – Open 

e. Volunteer Coordinator – Open 
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GDCTA EVENT CALENDAR (GDCTA Events are in RED) 
 

To find events online, go to https://bit.ly/GDCTA_Events 
 
GDCTA Clinics & Symposiums 

 Jun 4-5 
Jeremy Steinberg  

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Jun 13-16 
Eventing Summer Camp 

Fairburn, GA Joanne Morse Joannemorse1@yahoo.com 

 Jul 9-10 
USDF L Program: B 

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 July 23-24 
Janet Foy  

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Aug 20-21 
USDF L Program: C 

Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Sep 9-11 
D4K & ATL Youth Festival  

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

 
HORSE SHOWS 

 May 14-15 GADS Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Aug 13-14 
Summer Finals 

Schooling Show Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Sep 3-4 
Labor Day Dressage 

Classic I & II Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 Oct 7-9 
GAIG/USDF Region 3 

Championships 
& ANFD 

Conyers, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

 
 

 
GDCTA-Recognized Schooling Shows  
(green=pending, black=approved, red=GDCTA hosted) 
 
 

2022 Show Season 
May 7 Foxberry Farm Dallas, GA Denise Etheridge denisefoxberry@gmail.com 

May 7 Honeysuckle Hills 
Farm/LEAF Gainesville, GA Dana Ferguson allfergs2@yahoo.com 

May 14 Oxer Farm Clermont, GA Sandra Carnet scarnet@carnetstudio.com 
May 14 Poplar Place Farm Hamilton, GA Launa Des Portes Launa@poplarplacefarm.com 

May 21 North Atlanta 
Equestrian Series Cartersville, GA Anthem Day Anthem.day1@gmail.com 

May 21 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

May 21 Silverthorn Farm Athens, GA Laura Carter laura@willinghorses.com 

May 28 Big Bear Farm 
Fundraiser CT Pine Mountain, GA Leigh Ertle lelittlebear@yahoo.com 

May 28 Big Cheese Walnut Grove, GA Caroline Templeton Bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 
Jun 4 Foxberry Farm Dallas, GA Denise Etheridge denisefoxberry@gmail.com 

Caren Caverly, GDCTA AWARDS CHAIR 
Recognized & Schooling Shows 

ccaverly@comcast.net  
770-713-4025 
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GDCTA EVENT CALENDAR (GDCTA Events are in RED) 
 

Jun 4 Honeysuckle Hills 
Farm/LEAF Gainesville, GA Dana Ferguson allfergs2@yahoo.com 

Jun 4 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

Jun 4 River Mist 
Equestrian  Milton, GA Jen Scherrens jen@rivermistequine.com 

Jun 4 FCHP Spring II Pell City, AL Janice Ballard janice@fullcirclehorsepark.com 
Jun 11 Oxer Farm Clermont, GA Sandra Carnet scarnet@carnetstudio.com 
Jun 11 Chatt Hills Fairburn, GA Penny Morse info@chatthillseventing.com 
Jun 18 Big Cheese Walnut Grove, GA Caroline Templeton Bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 

Jun 18 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

Jun 18 Poplar Place Farm Hamilton, GA Launa Des Portes Launa@poplarplacefarm.com 
Jun 25 Foxberry Farm Dallas, GA Denise Etheridge denisefoxberry@gmail.com 

Jul 16 
The Farm at Five 

Points Show 
Series 

Cartersville, GA Aly Rattazzi fivepointsshows@gmail.com 

Jul 16 Big Cheese Walnut Grove, GA Caroline Templeton Bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 

Jul 23 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

Jul 23 North Atlanta 
Equestrian Series Cartersville, GA Anthem Day Anthem.day1@gmail.com 

Jul 30 Poplar Place Farm Hamilton, GA Launa Des Portes Launa@poplarplacefarm.com 

Aug 6 
The Farm at Five 

Points Show 
Series 

Cartersville, GA Aly Rattazzi fivepointsshows@gmail.com 

Aug 6 Chatt Hills Fairburn, GA Penny Morse info@chatthillseventing.com 
Aug 13-

14 
GDCTA Summer 

Finals Alpharetta, GA Caren Caverly ccaverly@comcast.net 

Aug 20 Oxer Farm Clermont, GA Sandra Carnet scarnet@carnetstudio.com 

Aug 20 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

Aug 27 Big Cheese Walnut Grove, GA Caroline Templeton Bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 
Sep 10 Foxberry Farm Dallas, GA Denise Etheridge denisefoxberry@gmail.com 
Sept 10 Chatt Hills Fairburn, GA Penny Morse info@chatthillseventing.com 

Sep 11 
AYDC Dressage & 

CT Schooling 
Show 

Conyers, GA Liz Molloy missliz@taramiaridingschool.com 

Sep 14 Stable View 
Dressage Aiken, SC Cyndy Olliff cyndy@stableviewfarm.com 

Sep 17 Poplar Place Farm Hamilton, GA Launa Des Portes Launa@poplarplacefarm.com 

Sep 17 Honeysuckle Hills 
Farm/LEAF Gainesville, GA Dana Ferguson allfergs2@yahoo.com 

Sep 17 Big Cheese Walnut Grove, GA Caroline Templeton Bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com 

Sep 24 North Atlanta 
Equestrian Series Cartersville, GA Anthem Day Anthem.day1@gmail.com 

Sep 24 Oxer Farm Clermont, GA Sandra Carnet scarnet@carnetstudio.com 



BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

GDCTA Members' Businesses



Pagan Gilman

Pagan@LisaSegerInsurance.com
(770) 283-7344

Field Agent



Links to websites are free to all GDCTA members in good standing. These links to member sites are provided for 
the convenience of our visitors and members. No link to or the mention of a particular site or vendor constitutes an 
endorsement of said products, services or vendor by The Georgia Dressage and Combined Training Association.

APP Competitor Tent
apps.apple.com/us/app/competitor-tent/id1466954851

ART & PHOTO
Susan Burns
404-731-7071
ebdesign@mindspring.com
horsepaintingsbysue.com

Kathy Duke
404-433-0919
ktdukeartist@yahoo.com
KTDukeArtist.com

Meg McGuire
973-96-5256
megm.photos@gmail.com
meg-mcguire.com

Ulla Strickland
404-388-4097
ulla_str@hotmail.com
ullastricklandstudios.com

A�t ORNEYS
Janice Ballard
205-516-9052
janice@fullcirclehorsepark.com
fullcirclehorsepark.com

Richard Jones
770-396-7189

BOARDING
Kim Abernathy
770-778-4067
kimfoxberry@gmail.com
Foxberry-farm.com

Janice Ballard
205-516-9052
janice@fullcirclehorsepark.com

Sharon Cannon
423-829-6829
skycannon@comcast.net

Sandra Carnet
770-654-3934
scarnet@carnetstudio.com
oxerfarm.com

Evie Dinkins
678-488-4122
eviedinkins@gmail.com
silverliningstables.com

Amanda Garner
404-245-6688
amanda@epiphany-farm.com
epiphany-farm.com

Lee Ann Gilson
678-873-8785
hrsecrz@gmail.com
inunisonfarm.com

Penny Morse
Harmony Grove Farm
770-328-3801
harmonygrovefarm@yahoo.com

Anneliese Vogt-Harber
404-218-2550
avharber@comcast.net
vogtridingacademy.com

BREEDING
Cristina Franco
404-259-004
francocourts@aol.com

Julie Ballard Haraloson
770-301-3444
juliebh@mindspring.com
haralsonfarm.com

Maggie Sjoberg
706-789-2616
mmenagerie@yahoo.com
maggiesmenagerie.net

EDUCATION 
&CLINICS

Ann Genovese
404-289-9328
goodhorseman@att.net
goodhorseman.org

Jean Corbett Fowler
869-895-8869
jean@fowlerprop.com
goneawayfarm.com

Karen McGoldrick
770-856-1426
piaffe@bellsouth.net

EMBROIDERY
Stephanie Meek
678-203-5290
stephanie@luckybluedesigns.com
luckybluedesigns.com 

GDCTA BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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EQUINE 
INSU à NCE

Pagan Gilman
770-283-7344
pagan@lisasegerinsurance.com
lisasegerinsurance.com

Lisa Seger 
770-356-8674
lisa@lisasegerinsurance.com
lisasegerinsurance.com

Gea PHIC 
DESIGNS

Ainsley Jacobs
267-738-2134
ainsley.e.jacobs@gmail.com
rideheelsdown.com

HORSE SALES
Jean Corbett Fowler
869-895-8869
jean@fowlerprop.com
goneawayfarm.com

Julie Ballard Haralson
770-301-3444
juliebh@mindspring.com
haralsonfarm.com

MARKETING
June Brewer
678-677-4404
horseprint@aol.com

REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

Cristina Franco
404-259-004
francocourts@aol.com

Todd Kroupa
770-910-4860
KroupaTeam.com
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties 

SHOW
FACILITIES

Kim Abernathy
770-778-4067
kimfoxberry@gmail.com
Foxberry-farm.com

Janice Ballard
205-516-9052
janice@fullcirclehorsepark.com
Fullcirclehorsepark.com

Marian Bickers
678-640-5409 
mcbjumper@gmail.com
Cornerstone Equestrian

Anna Bosworth
423-653-1236
abosworth88@gmail.com
Le Bonheur

Lucy Calhoun
770-842-4176
lucy@ashlandfarm.com
Ashlandfarm.com

Sandra Carnet
770-654-3934
scarnet@carnetstudio.com
Oxerfarm.com

Launa DesPortes
706-681-8748
show@poplarplacefarm.com
Poplarplacefarm.com

Dana Ferguson
770-519-0158
allfergs2@yahoo.com
lanierequestrian.org

Hugh Lochore
770-892-2117
info@chatthillseventing.com
ChattHillsEventing.com

Spring Milbourn
northatlantaequestrian@gmail.
com
NorthAtlantaEquestrian.com

Liz Molloy
770-634-4089
missliz@taramiaridingschool.
com
AYDC

Miriam Offermanns
828-506-6876
miriam.lemnouni@gmail.com
BellaRose

Caroline Templeton
706-207-6055
bigcheeseeventing@gmail.com
Big Cheese Shows

SHOW 
SERVICES

Beverly Bowman
770-314-3413
bev.bowman@comcast.net
"L"

Louise Caccese
805-451-0054
louisecaccese@yahoo.com

Caren Caverly
770-713-4025
ccaverly@comcast.net
show management

GDCTA BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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SHOW 
SERVICES

Sally Crews
770-773-7190
crews428@bellsouth.net
"L"

Mary Lou Freil
770-330-2489
maryloufreil@gmail.com
dressagesolutions.com

Ann Genovese
404-289-9328
goodhorseman@att.net
goodhorseman.org

Robert Higgins
407-497-4594
roberthiggins1@me.com

Elizabeth Kane
404-402-6994
ehkane@gmail.com

Susanne Lauda
770-265-4356
susanne_lauda@hotmail.
com
"r"

Jodi Lees
864-921-1059
jodi@riversedgefarms.com
riversedgefarms.com

Leslie O'Neal-Olsen
770-826-9777
olsenleslie@yahoo.com
"R"

Valerie Swygert
803-215-1201
valerie@jasminefarm.com
jasminefarm.com

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 
FACILITIES

Launa DesPortes
706-681-8748
show@poplarplacefarm.com
Poplarplacefarm.com

Hugh Lochore
770-892-2117
lanierequestrian.org
ChattHillsEventing.com

TACK & 
EQUIPMENT

Atlanta Saddlery
770-475-1967
atlantasaddlery.com

Dover Saddlery
770-777-1952
alpharetta@dovesaddlery.com
doversaddlery.com

Holly Spencer
803-648-8910
hollymacspencer@aol.com

Wilsun Custom Blanket
770-558-1679
info@wilsuncustomhorseblankets.com
wilsuncustomhorseblankets.com

THEúa PY

ACUPUNCTURE
Jennifer Melcher
770-652-4926
equinemedicalassociates@
hotmail.com

CHIROP�a CTIC
Holly Breaux
770-713-6747
hbreauxdvm@gmail.com
hbreauxdvm.com

MASSAGE
Amanda Moretz
404-645-4469
Amandamoretzbodywork@
gmail.com
amandamoretzbodywork.com

PEMF
Peri Lambros
678-372-4105
silenthawkpemf@gmail.com

T#a INING &
INSTRUCTION

Kim Abernathy
770-778-4067
kimfoxberry@gmail.com
Foxberry-farm.com

Samantha Bielawski
770-375-5365
sam.silbyfram@gmail.com

Julie Burns-Richards
404-401-5600
jlbrichards@hotmail.com

Mary Bess Davis
706-338-7583
mb@triplecreekeventing.com
triplecreekeventing.com

Amanda Garner
404-245-6688
amanda@epiphany-farm.com
epiphany-farm.com

Marjolein Geven
706-570-2323
wgeven@hotmail.com

GDCTA BUSINESS DIRECTORY

34 35



TKa INING &
INSTRUCTION

Werner Geven
706-570-2323
wgeven@hotmail.com

Michelle Gibson
678-575-7801

Barbara Handley
770-886-7575
blueghost43@icloud.com

Carla Jimmerson
404-421-0509
carlajimmerson@hotmail.com

Mikensesy Johansen
706-587-1353
ltmikmed77@yahoo.com

Brittany Kart
229-938-1854
bkeventing@hotmail.com
bkeventing.com

Abigail Kroupa
561-284-3228
abigailkroupa@gmail.com
www.EruditeEquestrian.com

Jodi Lees
864-921-1059
jodi@riversedgefarms.com
riversedgefarms.com

Leah Marks
678-641-3162
piaffe.paint@gmail.com

Halliea Milner
404-538-5113
halliea@gowithitfarm.com
gowithitfarm.com

Joanne Morse
770-313-6283
joannemorse1@yahoo.com

Miriam Offermanns
828-506-6876
miriam.lemnouni@gmail.
com

Leslie O'Neal-Olsen
770-826-9777
olsenleslie@yahoo.com

Wolfgang Scherzer
wolfszr101@gmail.com

Julie Shannon
770-317-3336
julie@shannondale.com
shannondale.com

Diane Smith
678-591-3932
tripleseventing@att.net

Mary McGuire Smith
772-473-0528
mary@iride.at
iride.at

Kim Schisler Sosebee
678-575-5872
schislerkimberly@gmail.
com

Valerie Swygert
803-215-1201
valerie@jasminefarm.com
jasminefarm.com

Anneliese Vogt-Harber
404-218-2550
avharber@comcast.net
vogtridingacademy.com

VET SERVICES
Holly Breaux
770-713-6747
hbreauxdvm@gmail.com
hbreauxdvm.com

Diane Dunn
678-939-1269
ddunndpmv@gmail.com

Jennifer Melcher
770-652-4926
equinemedicalassoci-
ates@hotmail.com

Thompson & Associated Equine Medicine
770-862-9166
taembilling@gmail.com

VIDEOGna PHERS

Richard Taylor
404-308-8713
richardsequinevideo@gmail.
com
richardsequinevideo.com

WEBSITE 
DESIGN

Ainsley Jacobs
267-738-2134
ainsley.e.jacobs@gmail.com
rideheelsdown.com

Mary Lou Freil
770-330-2489
maryloufreil@gmail.com
dressagesolutions.com

GDCTA BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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