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Northwest Arkansas deserves world-class arts and entertainment, and so do 
you! That’s why Walton Arts Center exists; so you can experience something 
magical and transformative when you see a show. Whether you’re here for 
Broadway or a 10x10 Arts Series show or any performance in-between, our entire 
team has worked hard to make sure this performance is extraordinary for you. 

Every season here is special, and this one is no exception. Straight from New 
York City, several Broadway productions are stopping here on their first national 
tours, including Kimberly Akimbo (most Tony Award®-winning show on our 
season) and Water for Elephants. Spend an evening with two of Broadway’s 
leading men, Mandy Patinkin and Norbert Leo Butz; each will bring their own 
showcases and stories to Baum Walker Hall. We also look forward to the 
return of fan-favorites Blue Man Group and a new show by Irish phenomenon 
Riverdance. And this season we are celebrating the 10th anniversary of our 
singer-songwriter series West Street Live presented by Neal Pendergraft with 
performances by The War and Treaty and returning favorite Marty Stuart.

While our mission is to connect and engage the community with world-class 
arts, we are also committed to introducing students to the life-changing world of 
the performing arts. On average, 30,000 students annually, from more than 90 
local schools, enjoy free live performances as part of our Classroom Series. For 
many of these students, this is their first time experiencing live performances in 
a theater. 

Thanks to the support of patrons like you, we launched three new initiatives  
last season and are expanding them this year. Hip-Hop 101 is a free after- 
school program that introduces students to the basic elements of hip-hop  
and connects them with teaching artists who are working professionals in the 
music industry. The Diamond Awards recognize achievement and excellence 
in high school musical theater programs throughout Northwest Arkansas and 
introduce students to careers in theater. Best actor and actress winners from  
this program will go to New York City to compete in the annual Broadway 
League Foundation’s National High School Musical Theatre Awards® and 
receive training from Broadway professionals. And Broadway Bridges helps 
high school students see Broadway shows at deeply discounted prices. These 
programs reach deeper into our community to share the power of the arts and 
create a new generation of theater fans. 

Thank you for joining us and we hope you return throughout the season with 
family and friends. Walton Arts Center is your performing arts center, and we are 
happy you are here!  

Peter B. Lane
Walton Arts Center President/CEO

Bringing the World to 
Northwest Arkansas

From the President/CEO

Cover clockwise: 
U.K. company of MRS. 
DOUBTFIRE – photo 
by Johan Persson; 
The War and Treaty; 
Ann Morrison in 
the National Tour of 
KIMBERLY AKIMBO – 
photo by Joan Marcus; 
L.R. Davidson, Crystal 
Sha’nae, Brian Owen, 
DeShawn Bowens, 
Jamie LaVerdiere, Dan 
Rosales in DOG MAN: 
THE MUSICAL – photo 
by Jeremy Daniel. 
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Life is constantly changing and so are your needs. At HerHealth Clinic, our 
OB/GYNs are here to support you at every step of your health care journey, 
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Mandy Patinkin
Wynton Marsalis

Some Like It Hot

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
The Twenty-Sided Tavern 

& JULIET

Welcome to our 
2025/26 Season!

Scan here for the 
most up-to-date 
calendar listing!

Riverdance

Solas

MAMMA 
MIA!

Blue Man Group

Land O’Lakes 
Concert  
Series
Straight No Chaser:  
Holiday Road Tour
Nov. 4

Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra with Wynton 
Marsalis: Big Band 
Holidays 
Nov. 10

Old Crow Medicine Show's 
Holiday Hootenanny 
Dec.	3

Mandy Patinkin in 
Concert: JUKEBOX 
with Adam Ben-David 
on Piano
Jan. 29

Solas 
April 8

Chris Thile
April 12

Procter & Gamble 
Broadway 
Series
A Beautiful Noise: The 
Neil Diamond Musical 
Oct.	14-19

Kimberly Akimbo 
Dec.	9-14

Water For Elephants  
Feb.	24-March	1

Some Like It Hot 
March	17-22

MAMMA MIA! 
April	21-26

& JULIET
May	26-31

Off-Dickson 
Series
Clue 
Nov.	7-9

The Choir of Man 
Jan. 27

The Simon & 
Garfunkel Story 
Feb. 19

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
The Twenty-Sided Tavern 
March	13-15

Blue Man Group 
April	14-15

Coca-Cola 
Night Out 
Series
Avatar: The Last 
Airbender in 
Concert - The 20th 
Anniversary Tour 
Sept.	13

Halloween Films: 
The Craft & Scream 
Oct.	31

Mrs. Doubtfire 
Dec.	19-21

German Cornejo’s 
Tango After Dark 
Jan. 21

Richard Thomas in 
Mark Twain Tonight! 
Jan.	23

Riverdance 30: 
The New 
Generation
June	9-11
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Dinosaur 
World Live

Skerryvore
Camille Thurman

Marty Stuart & His 
Fabulous Superlatives

Moulin Rouge!
The MusicalSoweto Gospel Choir

Walton Arts Center Box Office
495	W.	Dickson	Street	/	Fayetteville,	AR	72701
Located just inside the West Ave. entrance
Phone:	479.443.5600

Whitney CummingsAll ticket prices in this publication are all-in standard pricing and subject to change.

10x10 Arts 
Series
Skerryvore 
Sept.	23

Reduced Shakespeare
Company: All The Great 
Books (Abridged) 
Oct. 7

Soweto Gospel Choir: 
Peace 
Nov. 16

The Fabulous Equinox 
Orchestra: A Holiday 
Equinox 
Dec.	17

Norbert Leo Butz:  
Broadway or Busk 
Feb. 21

BODYTRAFFIC 
March 5

Voctave 
April 10

Australian Chamber 
Orchestra 
April 18

National Geographic 
Live: The Wild Wolves of 
Yellowstone
May 12

Curtis Chamber 
Orchestra 
May 19

Pringles 
Family Fun 
Series 
The Remember Balloons 
Oct. 1

Wicked Sing-Along 
Nov. 15

Dog Man: The Musical
Nov.	22-23

WAC & SoNA present 
The Snowman: A 
Family Concert  
Dec.	7

Holiday Films: Home 
Alone & The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
Dec.	23

Meredith Willson’s 
The Music Man 
Jan.	16-18

Cahoots NI: 
Secrets of Space 
March 10

Mermaid Theatre of 
Nova Scotia: Billy Goats 
Gruff and Other Tales 
March	31

Dinosaur World Live 
April 28

Theater Unspeakable: 
The American 
Revolution 
May	3

West Street 
Live
Presented by 
Neal Pendergraft
The 1 Oz. Jig & 
Friends: A Tribute to 
The Last Waltz 
Sept. 19

Nashville Songwriters 
Oct. 2

The War and Treaty
with Thunderstorm Artis
Nov. 5

Marty Stuart & His 
Fabulous Superlatives 
Dec.	4

Sunny Sweeney 
March 6

Mary Gauthier 
May 16

Starrlight 
Jazz Club
André Mehmari 
Sept. 20

Tuck & Patti 
Oct.	3

Camille Thurman Quartet
Oct. 24

Mike Stern Band 
with Leni Stern, 
Bob Franceschini, 
Jimmy Haslip & 
Steve Pruit 
Nov. 15

Michael Mayo 
Feb. 21

African Rhythms 
Alumni Quintet 
March	13

The Comedy
Zone
Kevin Bozeman 
Sept. 18

Myles Weber 
Oct.	23

Dustin Ybarra 
Nov. 21

Aida Rodriguez 
Jan.	31

Andy Woodhull
April 18

More Great 
Shows!
Ali Siddiq 
Oct. 11

Whitney Cummings: 
Big Baby! Tour 
Oct. 24

Joe Bonamassa 
Nov. 25

Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast 
Feb.	3-8

John Crist 
March 28

VoiceJam Competition 
April 11

Diamond Awards 
Ceremony 
May	23

Henry Cho
June 6

Moulin Rouge! 
The Musical 
July	8-12
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Thank You Sponsors & Funders!

1907 Productions
Adwinesor
Arkansas Wine & Spirits
Athletic Brewing Company
Baked by Kori
Bayer
Bienvenue
Brother’s Meethouse
CDI
Central	Distributors	of	Arkansas
Coca-Cola	Ozarks
Conifer
Corbett’s	Hot	Dogs
Core	Brewing	&	Distilling	Co.

Crescent Canna
Crowne Group
Custom	Electronics,	Inc.
Deep	Branch	Winery
Diamond	Beverage
Eats	by	Annie
Ella’s	Table
Fox	Trail	Distillery
Freakshow from Michael 
	 David	Winery
Grub’s
High South Catering
Holliday Tintype
Hotvine Wine Shop

Jennifer R. Jackson
Jeremy Turner
Jerry	R.	Harrod,	Wine	&	Spirits	
 Broker for Arkansas
KPMG
Loacker
Lost Forty Brewing
McLarty	Daniel	Buick	GMC
Mood Bru
Moon	Distributors
Nellie B’s Bakery
Party Pro Rents
Pedal Pops
Plate 2 Table

PLOMO
POST Winery
RG Macon & Carson Apple Brandy
Rock	Town	Distillery
Rumwolf
Sassafras Springs Vineyard 
 & Winery
SGC Foodservice
Sissy’s Snow Cones
Slouch Hat Wines
Stoic Brews Alternative
Stonebreaker Hotel
Tall	Pines	Distillery
The Leroy

The Messy Paintress
The	Mystic	Empress
The Sous Chef
Theo’s
TLC Sampling
Toca
Tusk and Trotter
Urban Cellar Winery
Waldo's Chicken & Beer
Wiederkehr Wine Cellars
WK Kellogg
Woodstone Pizza

Star Level 

Contact sponsorship@waltonartscenter.org to learn about the benefits of being a sponsor.

Producing Level

Directing Level

Performing Level

Contributing Level

Supporting Level

Seth Malley &
Luke Bridges

Tony Waller
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CrystalBridges.org/GetInTheGame
Get tickets today.

SEP 13 – JAN 26

Shelby and Frederick Gans

NATIONAL TOUR SPONSOR

Blakeman’s Fine Jewelry     Willie and Brenda Godwin     Donna and Mack McLarty
Northwest Arkansas Naturals     Sue and Charles Redfield     Marshall and Beth Saviers 
Jim Smith and Rebecca Hurst | Smith Hurst, PLC      Jim and Susan von Gremp      Tony Waller
Deborah Wright     Hunter and Jennifer Yurachek

Get in the Game: Sports, Art, Culture is organized by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. The exhibition is curated by Jennifer Dunlop Fletcher, Helen Hilton Raiser Curator of Architecture and Design SFMOMA; Seph Rodney, independent curator and writer; and Katy Siegel, Curator-at-Large, Research & Special Program Initiatives, SFMOMA. 
The Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art presentation is curated by Austen Bailly, Chief Curator, and Laura Pratt, Manager, Curatorial Affairs. Holly Bass, NWBA (Jordan)(detail), 2012; ©Holly Bass; courtesy of the artist.



$50,000+
Bob & Becky Alexander
Melissa & Todd Simmons

$25,000+ 
The Starr Foundation & Family 
 in Memory of Billie Jo Starr
Kara & Brett Biggs
Bozie Foundation
Prudy & Dale Caudle
Elda & Eric Scott
The Starling Family
LeAnn Underwood Family

$18,000+ 
Peter B. Lane & Barbara Putman
Rick & Tracie Layton
Seth A. Malley & Luke Bridges
David & Pam Parks
Tony Waller

$10,000+ 
Serrhel & Patty Adams
Les & Mina Baledge
Ted Belden
Wendy Brant
Carol & Ed Clifford

Malcolm & Ellen Hayward
Bryan & Mandy Hunt
Johnelle Hunt
Paula Jenkins & Lee Brown
Cynthia Jones
Tom & Jill King
Greg Lee
John & Diana Marshall
Shelly & Travis Mauldin
Marybeth & Micky Mayfield
Kevin & Michelle McAuliffe
Brock & Natalie McKeel
Anton & Linda Myers

The Reed Family
Richie & Karen Roberts
Margaret & Dick Rutherford
Dennis & Evelyn Shaw
Patrick & Anne Travis
Jason Viator
John & Kitten Weiss
Brandon & Sarah Wilson

Chandelier

Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

$6,000+
Russ & Sue Beck
Wendyjean Bennett
Greg & Rachel Billingsley
Katherine & Curt Calaway
Joel & Lynn Carver
Sandy Edwards
James & Amy Gilmore
Rick & Sheri Hammond
Terryl & Shannon Ortego
William & Eneida Silcott
Carol & Jason Vella

$3,500+ 
8th & Walton
Biff & Ann Averitt
Leslie & Robin Reeves
Yvette & Donald Bell
Kent & Nancy Blochberger
Dick & Anne Booth
Elaine Briggs & Carol Sheehan
Robert & Melissa Brown
Nick & Carolyn Cole
Cynthia Coughlin
Jon & Joanie Dyer
James & Barbara Freeman
Harrison & Rhonda French Family
Lyle & Sue Gohn
Jim & Diane Hammons
Todd & Majorie Hanus
Linda & David Hargis
Don & Debra Harris Family   
 Charitable Trust
Brad & Kathy Hicks
Michael Hill in honor of Gary Fast
Dr. Michael Hollomon & Eric Wailes
Dr. Anthony & Susan Hui
Terry & Mike Johnson
JT Construction Services, Inc.
Terry & Mary Ann Klefisch
Elaine & David Longer

David & Deborah Thomas Malone
Ellis & Kay Melton
Jerry & Cherie Moye
Nichols Family
The Tim Ogg Family
Paul & Linda Pinneo
Pruitt Tool & Supply Company, Inc.
Mary Lynn Reese
Robert & Elizabeth Stauffer
Sidney & Mirela Vinson
Jim & Lynne Walton
Terrica Weatherford
William & Rebecca White
Carole & Jim Williamson
Linda L. Wray
Ann Marie Ziegler

$1,800+
Elizabeth Adam
Gary & Carol Adams
Jodie Arrington-Franklin & 
 Kevin Ruff
Frank & Patricia Bailey
Phillip & DeeDee Baldwin
Andy & Stacy Barron
J. Kevin & Edith Bell
George & Mary Benjamin
Jing & Vince Biondo
Larry Bittle Insurance Agency, Inc.
The James Burton Blair 
 Family Foundation
Patrick & Holly Brannan
Keith & Becky Brink
James & Salena Brown
Barry Bryan
Raymond & Katie Burns
Robert Burns & Cris Hamer
Juan, Marcy, & Joaquin Camacho
Amelia Catanzaro
Jeff & Ann Cato
Steven Charles R.Ph.

Connie & Bill Clark
Steve & Suzanne Clark
CoBare Plumbing
Mike & Sandy Cockrell
Bart & Heidi Cohen
Thomas & Susette Cole
Heather & Tony Cook
Barry & Debra Cooksey
Wayne & DeLane Cox
Rich & Kim Davis
Jake & Brittany Deans
Barb & Doug Degn
Susan & Joe Delacruz
Nene Lynch & Bruce Dixon
Lamar & Joy Drummonds
Timothy & Dr. Stephanie Ensley
Richard & Suzanne Ezell
Donald & Karolyn Farrell
Chuck & Suzy Fehlig
Mike & Carolyn Fincher
Dr. Lance & Kelly Foster
Drew & Martha Frits
Nan Ginger
Nancy Garner & Mort Gitelman
Dash Goff
Howard & Treva Hamilton
John & Lynne Hehr
Tanner & Jaclyn Henderson
Mary Jo & Paul Henry
Joan & Bruce Johnson
Bob & Linda Kelly
Jeff & Sara Koenig
David & Johnna Kosnoff
Payton Lenz
Alicia Levy
Robert & Vella Lewis
Ann-Marie Magre
Jeff & Janyl Mann
Cathy & Stephen Marak
Bill & Sabra Martin
Joel & Erika McCourt

Tim & Rhonda O’Donnell
Perry Roofing
David Petersen & Shannon McNeill
Elizabeth Phillips
Ed & Tish Pohl
Martin & Lisa Porter
Porter Family in Loving Memory of  
 Bernice Harner
Barbara & Doug Prichard
Daniel Quin
Jason & Amie Ricks
Jon P. Robinson
In Memory of Christina Rae Brewer
Jennifer & Dr. Kenton Ross
Linda Rye & Randall Webb
Peter & Mary Savin
Libby & Bart Schaller
Dave & Becky Schoewe
Dr. David & Becky Seidl
Larry & Julie Shackelford
Ken & Celia Shireman
Barb Sieger
Sandra Sims & Maggie 
 Cook-Turnbull
Judge Jim & Dixie Spears
Richard & Anna Marie Steeneck
Mary Stockland
Don & Kathryn Stroessner
Philip & Mary Ann Taldo
Mike & Pam Thorn
Mike Thurow
Robert & Rachael Tovey
Kelly Tucker
Steve & Susan Tucker
Underwood’s Fine Jewelers
Larry & Janice Vanden Bosch
Tom & Barbara Verdery
Jerry & Kimberly Vest
Jim & Susan Von Gremp
Diane & Ron Warren
Dianne & Erin White

Spotlight

Friends of Walton Arts Center
As a nonprofit, our shows, arts education and ticket access programs are made possible by the generosity of so 
many community members. Thank you all for setting the stage so everyone can experience the arts!
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Charline & Bill Wilkins
Jeffrey Williams & Janet 
 Penner-Williams
Paul & Peggy Winborn
Dan Worrell
Gracie & Michael Ziegler

$1,000+
Brittany Adcock
Gary & Melanie Alecusan
Debbie Alsup
Dr. SL Armstrong
Susie Arnold & Bruce Strom
Bob & Theresa Arvin
Trey & Lisa Auten
Bryan Bair
Timothy & Loyanne Ballard
Todd Barlow
Barrett Directline
Brad Beach & Elkin Perez
Don & Maxine Bechtel
Louis & Patricia Beland
Sarah Bell & Sarah Clinard
Laureen Benafield
Elaine Berg
Anabelle Steelman
Jon & Suzanne Berry
Tracy & Christopher Berry
Bickell Family
Sherry Bishop
Dr. Michael & Mary Jane Bolding
Ray & Brenda Boudreaux
Ed Boun
Lorraine & Dennis Brewer
Candice Bright
Steve & Derie Briman
Jim Bob & Kelly Britton
Bob & Carol Brooks
Dona Buckingham & Suzie Simmons
Gene & Debi Buckley
Fred & Marianne Buehler
James & Happy Burgmeier
Paula Burks & Bill Edwards
Toni Burns
Kristi & Rob Button
Christina & Jeffrey Byron
Nadine K. Carfagno
Keri Beertema
Miles Chism & Dr. Quincy Spencer
Judy & James Cole
James Correll
Dr. & Mrs. James S Counce
Alexandra Craig

Diana Danforth & Kurt Doege
Jess & Lindsay Daniel
LeeAnn Danner
Philip & Kirby Davis
Mark & Leslie Driver
Tom & Kathy Duba
Donna Duncan
Justin & Sara Eichmann
Drs. Travis & Callie Embry
David & Cathy Evans
Michael & Megan Farris
David & Samantha Fish
Perry & Shirley Franklin
Mickey & Patty Freeman
Carla Crawley & Joel Freund
Liz Fulton
Ed & Mary Lou Garrison
John Gaudin & Corky Patton
Richard Gerety
Ryan & Jenna Gill
Christie & Walter Ginther
Jeanna & Matt Giordano
Adella & Gary Gray
Jodi Greve
Dr. Bob & Brenda Gullett
Linda & Samantha Gutierrez
Kelly & Kim Hadley
Martha & Mark Haguewood
Mary Lou Haley
Adam & Bethany Halford
Chris Hardin
John Harrington
David Hausam
Jana Wrenay & Chris Elkins
The Heiliger Family
Heroncrest at Elmdale Estate
Jeremy Hess & Peggy Treiber
Retta & Eddie Hight
Blake & Meredith Hilliard
Tina & Nate Hodne
Hooper & Mullen Families
Elizabeth Houle & Nadine 
 Rippelmeyer
Beverly Block & Greg House
Jeremy & Ivone Hudson
Joey & Jennifer Huerta
Derek & Andrea Jackson
Eric & Jenny Jackson
Joel & Karen Jewell
Lee Johnson
Courtney Johnson
Ann & Weldon Johnson
Theresa Johnson

Don & Donna Johnston
Barry & Judy Katz
Kara Kazazean
Heather Kees
Fern F. Kelsay
Jay & Julie King
Amy E. Knight
Dr. Andy & Shelly Koehler
Katie Lafferty
Tony & Jill Law
Beverly & Charles Lee
Shawn & Jalane Lee
Carolyn Leonard & Becky Jones
Rebecca Levy & Jeff Pugh
Kristen Lienhart & Chad Gossett
Charles Lincoln
Larry & Nancy Long
Britton & Drew Lott
Robert & Janet Luper
Doris Marks
Rachel & Kyle May
Donald & Marisa Mayall
Kim & William McComas
Duane & Allison McElroy
Paul McNeil
Angela Courage & Tom Mellott
Rob & Kathy Merry-Ship
Priscilla Mondt
Don Moseley
Debra Murray
David & Betty Nichols
Andy & Joan Noble
Larry & Marilou Noller
Ernie & Gayle Olsen
Stephen & Beverly Ozanne
Murphy & Carol Pair
Adam & Anita Parisi
Larry & Susan Patrick
Randall & Mary Payne
Lee & Cheri Peden
Tommi & Larry Perkins
Marilyn K. Peterson
Jan & Don Phillips
Judy & Phil Phillips
Lou Phillips
Kathy & Rick Pierce
Darrin & Marci Pitts
Andrew & Laura Plaukovich
Sandy Poore
Ronny W. Pope
Precision Comfort Heating 
 & Cooling

Marshall Prettyman
 & Judy Dunleavy
Mary Purvis
David & Carol Ratcliff
Kylie & Donald Rhodes
Paul & Tracy Rice
Randy & Tia Risor
Deborah & Darrell Robinson
Randy & Anna Robles
Shelby E Rogers
Joe & Catherine Ross
John & Denise Rowland
Dennis & Patti Sanders
Katie Schifano
Doris A Schuldt
Brian & Lynn Shaw
Ron & Regena Shelby
Robert Silcox
Carolyn Smart
Leah Smith
Kristin Rogers & Mindy Smith
Stu & Debbie Sorensen
Ronald Souza
Josh Spurgers
Mallory & Sheldon Steinert
Dr. Billy Kyser & Linda Stiles
Ben & Brandi Strickland
Culpepper Family
Richard & Vicki Sutton
James & Marsha Swim
James Swindle
Allison Thieme
Jenifer Tucker
Michele Tyler
Van der Koon Family
Mary K Vandiver
Rex & Dee Vaughn
Tim & Fern Vogt
Bill & Nika Waitsman
Jim & Susan Walker
Gary & Shea Weidner
Troy & Sandi Whitlow
Amy & Jason Watson
Scott & Cheryl Williams
Pattie & David Williams
Mark Woodyear
Dane & Michelle Workman
Drew & Paula Workman
Todd & Emily Wulf
Benjamin Yeager
Denise Yealy
David & Ata Zemlicka

Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

Limelight

$600+
Christy Arnold
In Memory of Cameron Bobbitt
Tammy Baars
Phillip & Oteeka Baker
Thad & Melanie Beck
Ashley & Steve Blair
Mike & Brenda Catlett
Brian & Day Crowne
Shana DeSmit
Renee & John Dickins

Tom & Dana Dykman
Robin Forbis
Katherine Fritz
Sarah Gallant
Jerry & Candace Geisler
Rigo & Laura Gomez
The Grand Family
Wilma & Ed Gray
Michael & Alison Griffino
In Memory of Roger Gross
Rachel Grubb

Janet Hailey
Laura Harkins
Garry & Linda Henbest
Thomas Hinton
Bart L. Howell
Cheryl Hull
Lauryl & Tim Hynes
Marsha Jones
Teresa Keller
Williams Kendall
David & Robyn King

John & Sally King
The Kolberg Family
Priscilla Kumpe
Bernard & Deborah Levitt
Bo & DeDe Long
Gene & Cheryl Long
David & Jo Martinson
Kaylin & Brandon Mason
Elizabeth McLaughlin
Ben & Rachelle Milam
Nathan Allen Miller

waltonartscenter.org     11



Arkansas Community Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Becky	&	Bob	Alexander	Charitable			
 Foundation
Bozie Foundation
Catt Family Foundation
Colgate-Palmolive
The	Clorox	Company	Foundation
The	Coca-Cola	Matching	
 Gifts Program
Daf	Giving	360
Eli	Lilly	&	Company	Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

GoDaddy
Google
Greater Horizons
IBM Corporation
Kimberly-Clark
LPL Financial
Merck Partnership for Giving
Merrill
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Novus International
Phillips 66
Prudential Foundation

Raymond James Charitable 
	 Endowment	Fund
Schwab Charitable
Starr	Foundation,	Inc.
Texas	Presbyterian	Foundation
Tyson	Foods,	Inc.
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Vanguard Charitable
The Walmart Spark Fund for
 Charities at CAF America
Walmart Foundation
Walton	Family	Foundation,	Inc.

Special thanks to all those who wish to remain anonymous and to the following companies 
who match employees’ donations and foundations that support Walton Arts Center.

Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

Rachel Mills
Dwight & Brandy Mitchell
Hillary & Taylor Morgan
Ron & Susan Neyman
Curt & Marisa Owens
Sarah E. Taylor
Alisha Pettigrew & Jaxon Pettigrew
Ben & Amber Pinter
Brandon Richmond
Ann Ross & Wayne Britt
Berta L. Seitz-Cobbs
Sabrina Shepherd
Anthony & Mary Beth Sherman
Shannon & Jason Siefker
Tammy & Tom Smith
Thomas Stoddard
Rachel & Zach Strickland
Jessica & Dustin Temple
Brad & Lindsay Vester
Christine Wilburn
Larry & Karen Worden

$300+ 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Baer
Mimi & Mark Blackwood
The Bloodworth Family
Maurice & Maya Bowie
Jason & Sarah Brunner
Bill & Rhonda Burks
Ron & Kitty Burton
Richard Bushkuhl
Ellen Byars & Jeffrey O’Dea
Robert Rodweller & Cathy Case
John & Karen Cole
Jerry & Judy Davison
Emily Fourmy
Mark & Debbie Griffin
Hank & Cheryl Harrison
Dr. Laura Hokett & Mr. Dean Stone
James & Angela Hopkins

Tammy & Read Hudson
Helen Barrack-Huff
Randy & Cynthia Hutchinson
Cade & Laura Jacobs
Bonnie Johnson & Mike Smets
Hugh & Brenda Kincaid
Timothy Kral & Connie Hendrix-Kral
Tena & Mark Larsen
Gary & Bonnie Martineck
Gary & Athina McLendon
Marilyn & Joel Newcome
Ben & Gretchen Newton
Mr. James L. Oelke
Derrik & Julie Olsen
John & Lorie Oswalt
Jim & Kay Pickett
Bob & Stevie Pless
Susan & Paul Rountree
McBride Distributing Co.
Justin & Morgan Stout
Colleen McCarthy & Mark Tocco
Lark & Robert Tommey
Larry & Debbie Tuttle
Chris & Melissa Wick

$120+
Susan & Johnny Adkins
Janet Ayers
Ed & Angie Baker
Jackie & Jana Bays
David & Karmen Boddie
Marian G. Bolen Family
The Croken Family
Rob & Becky Brothers
Kimberly & Alan Cameron
Holly Childs
Andy, Karen & Olivia Conner
Leslie & Alex Cowles
Andrew Crosser
Marsha Rabb-Daniel

Scott Davies
The Deans
David Douglas & Anastasia Strokova
Paul & Cybil Duncan
Ewald Family
James & Betty Ezell
Travis Finck
Kathleen & Fred Fullerton
Missy Gocio
Christina & David Gray
Dale & Marilyn Green
Nancy Guisinger
Steven Gunter
Lisa Hamby
Bill Hammond
Susie & Jim Henley
Essa Hicks
Richard Higgins
Gabe Hollingsworth
Glen & Ann Hopkins
Charissa & Preston Hoyt
Karen Hughes
Marcia B. Imbeau
Clark & Georgi Irwin
Jerome & Harriet Jansma
Tom & Cathy January
Mike & Kim Johnson
Sara Broome Jones
Sharon & Roger Kidd
Jacqueline S. King
Kirlin Family
George & Vicki Knight
John & Telma Largent
Jim & Jacqui Lefler
Beth Keck & Ken Leonard
Bob & Madeline Marquette
Judith & Tom McCartan
Debbie McLoud
Jeanette Millar
Tessa Miner

Earnie & Dona Montgomery
Patrick & Peggy Moriarity
Patrick Murphy
Leon & Nancy Nicholson
Mrs. Gina Nida
Ozarks Sales & Marketing Company
Steve & Cindy Parette
Pamela Redfern
Chris & Angie Roy
Charles & Shirley Russell
Alfred Angulo, Jr. & Mary Sanders
The Schmieding Foundation
Rachael & Jordan Schneider
Craig & April Shy 
 In honor of Dr. Lisa St. John
Kathy Sprouse & Alan Sweitzer
Bob & Sheila Suvino
Marie & Jerry Swenson
Gary & Julia Thorn
John & Joan Threet
David N Walton
Beth Whitlow
Jennifer & Michael Wilson
Garnett & Julie Wise

All Contributions to Walton Arts 
Center Council, Inc. a nonprofit 
501c3 organization, are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. Listings are current 
as of July 1, 2025. If we have 
inadvertently omitted your name 
or you would like your name to 
appear in a different way, please 
call 479.384.4989 so we can 
make that correction for the next 
OnStage edition.
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supporters of the arts. There is 
something special about being 
surrounded by people that love and 
support the things that you do. 

What do you want other people to know about the 
Friends program?

When you support Walton Arts Center through the Friends 
program you are directly impacting the community around you. 
It’s	plain	and	simple:	people	need	the	arts.	Everyday	life	can	be	
hard,	but	giving	back	through	the	Friends program isn’t just giving 
tickets	to	shows.	It	gives	hope,	love,	light	and	the	ability	to	leave	
the real world behind for a few hours and escape into a place 
where	dreams	are	made.	Don’t	you	want	to	be	a	part	of	giving	that	
feeling to someone? I know I do. 

Help	share	the	transformative	experience	of	the	
arts with thousands of community members 
by making a Friends gift today! Your donation 
supports	free	school	field	trips,	educator	
professional	development,	ticket	access	
programs and so much more!

Light the way. Set the Stage. 

Become a Friend! 

SCAN
HERE!

friends@waltonartscenter.org479.384.4989

Explore all our giving levels and benefits and make your Friends gift today by 
visiting waltonartscenter.org/friends.

Plus,	Friends get star treatment all season long
with	incredible	benefits	like:
+ Reserved Friends Parking
+ Complimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres in our Friends Lounge 
+ Invitations	to	behind-the-scenes	events
+ Access	to	ticket	pre-sales

Amelia Catanzaro
Walton Arts Center Volunteer and Friend

How long have you been attending shows at 
Walton Arts Center?

I’ve been attending shows at Walton Arts Center for as long as 
I can remember. Les Misérables	was	the	first	show	I	remember	
attending in 2004. I have been collecting my tickets and Playbills 
since I was little – I attended a Classroom Series education show 
through my school that was sponsored by Friends. It is really 
special	for	me	to	be	able	to	pay	it	forward	to	the	next	generation	of	
students who can come see shows through my donations now. 

What benefit do you most enjoy as part of the 
Friends program?

My favorite Friends	benefit	is	the	lounge.	Every	show	the	food	
is	spectacular,	and	I’ve	actually	made	a	lot	of	new	friends	and	
mentors	there	over	the	years.	I	didn’t	expect	to	get	anything	back	
from donating but it’s been so incredible to meet so many amazing 

Friends Spotlight
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cwlaw.com4375 NORTH VANTAGE DRIVE,  SUITE 405,  FAYETTEVILLE,  AR 72703

AT T O R N E Y S  AT  L A W

The attorneys at Conner & Winters are proud to support the Walton Arts 
Center and the many ways that creative expression and performing arts 
education enrich our Northwest Arkansas communities. We’re committed 
to elevating our region by providing legal service that’s a step above. 

Service that evokes an encore

MODERN OZARK CUISINE

Come dine with us
before the show!

LUNCH DINNERBRUNCH
Wed. - Fri.

11am - 2pm
Sat. & Sun.

10am - 2pm
Wed., Thur. & Sat.

5pm-8pm
Fri.

5pm-9pm

479.521.2233    |   EASONINSURANCE.COM

POWERED BY
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The Stage 
is Set – Just 
Off-Dickson

Off-Dickson	is	Walton	Arts	Center’s	twist	on	the	Off-Broadway	experience,	where	you	can	expect	entertaining	
and	innovative	theater.	This	series	is	inspired	by	the	imaginative,	trailblazing	spirit	of	Off-Broadway	productions.	
Step into performances that will lift your spirits and remind you why you love live theater.

Clue
Nov. 7-9 / 4 performances!

Based on the fan-favorite 1985 Paramount Pictures movie and 
inspired by the classic Hasbro board game, Clue is the ultimate 
whodunit that will leave you dying of laughter and keep you 
guessing until the final twist. 

Premier Broadway Series Support: Bob & Becky Alexander
©2024 Hasbro. All rights reserved.

The Choir of Man
Thursday, Jan. 27

Featuring pop, classic rock, 
folk melodies and pub 
anthems from Adele, Paul 
Simon, Katy Perry, Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Luther 
Vandross and more, The 
Choir of Man is 90 minutes of 
feel-good entertainment that has 
something for 
everyone! 

The Simon & 
Garfunkel Story
Thursday, Feb. 19  
/ Limited Tickets Remain

This immersive concert-style theater 
show tells the story of folk-rock duo 
Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel using huge 
projection photos, original footage and live 
performances of the songs you know and love.

Show Sponsor:

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
The Twenty-Sided Tavern 
March 13-15
3 performances!  

The global phenomenon DUNGEONS 
& DRAGONS is now live on-stage in an 
interactive fantasy adventure where you 
choose the heroes and battle monsters 
on an epic quest to save the world. 

Blue Man Group
April 14-15 / 2 performances!

Dive into the thrilling Blue Man Group experience – a fun and 
disruptive blend of captivating music, interactive art and 
audience engagement. 

Clue

DUNGEONS 
& DRAGONS 
The Twenty-Sided 
Tavern Blue Man Group

The Choir
of Man

The Simon &
Garfunkel Story

Show Underwriter: 

Cynthia Jones  |  Travis & Shelly Mauldin 
Brock & Natalie McKeel
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The Department of Theatre The Department of Theatre 
2025-2026 Season2025-2026 Season

Twilight BowlTwilight Bowl                                    
by Rebecca Gilmanby Rebecca Gilman

Sept 26 - Oct 5 @Global CampusSept 26 - Oct 5 @Global Campus

Little WomenLittle Women
Music by Jason Howland,Music by Jason Howland,
Lyrics by Mindi Dickenstein,Lyrics by Mindi Dickenstein,
Book by Allan KneeBook by Allan Knee
Adapted to a musical from the Adapted to a musical from the 
original story by Louisa May Alcottoriginal story by Louisa May Alcott
Nov 7 - Nov 16 @University Nov 7 - Nov 16 @University 
TheatreTheatre

And a special collboration And a special collboration 
with TheatreSquared!with TheatreSquared!

Pride and Prejudice Pride and Prejudice 
Adapted by Amy Herzberg and Adapted by Amy Herzberg and 
Robert FordRobert Ford
Apr 15 - May 10 Apr 15 - May 10 
@TheatreSquared@TheatreSquared

Arktype New Play Festival Arktype New Play Festival 
Feb 26 - Mar 15 @Global CampusFeb 26 - Mar 15 @Global Campus

Peter and the StarcatcherPeter and the Starcatcher
By Rick Elice    By Rick Elice    
Apr 10 - Apr 18 @University TheaApr 10 - Apr 18 @University Theatretre
Evolutions Evolutions 
Apr 24 - Apr 26 @University TheatreApr 24 - Apr 26 @University Theatre

Get Your Tickets Here! Get Your Tickets Here! 
Or go to theatre.uark.eduOr go to theatre.uark.edu

PringlesPringles®® is  is 
a proud sponsor of a proud sponsor of 
Walton Arts CenterWalton Arts Center

© 2024 Pringles LLC

TM
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Start the  
next act in  
your love story  

Ask about weddings at Walton Arts Center 
email: events@waltonartscenter.org

WEDDINGSWalton Arts Center



Broadway Series

The Making of 
Kimberly Akimbo 
with Composer Jeanine Tesori

A new musical about growing up and 
growing old (in no particular order), 

Kimberly Akimbo is the winner of five 
Tony Awards® including best musical. 
It features a Tony Award-winning 
book and lyrics by David Lindsay-
Abaire (Shrek), choreography by 
Danny Mefford (Dear Evan Hansen) 
and direction by Tony-nominated 

director Jessica Stone (Water
 for Elephants). 

Kimberly is about to turn 16 and recently 
moved with her family to a new town in 

suburban New Jersey. In this “howlingly funny 
heartbreaker of a show” (The New Yorker), Kim is forced to 
navigate family dysfunction, a rare genetic condition, her first 
crush … and possible felony charges. Ever the optimist, she is 
determined to find happiness against all odds and embark 
on a great adventure.

Keep reading to learn more about the show that Hollywood 
Reporter calls “your new favorite musical” from the show’s 
Tony-winning composer Jeanine Tesori.

Kimberly Akimbo 
started out as one of 
David Lindsay-Abaire’s 
plays. What about the 
play Kimberly Akimbo 
“sang” to you? 

What struck me about Kimberly 
Akimbo was the contrast 
between the essence and 
the identity of the characters. 
There’s a significant difference between who these characters are 
and how the world perceives them. This gap often gives rise to the 
need to sing. In Kimberly Akimbo, everyone is misunderstood and 
ill-equipped to deal with their circumstances. 

Jeanine
Tesori

“The characters 

sing from a place 

of great desire, 

loss and hope.”
- Jeanine Tesori
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Ann Morrison, Miguel Gil,  
Skye Alyssa Friedman, Pierce 
Wheeler, Darron Hayes, Grace 
Capeless, Laura Woyasz, Jim 
Hogan and company in the 
National Tour of KIMBERLY 
AKIMBO. Photos: Joan Marcus.

was, filled with whims and vulnerabilities. 
This phase inspired the beginning of 
Kim’s music, which has a marionette-
like, almost Pierrot theme. It reflects the 
delicate dance of first crushes, balancing 
toughness with a tender heart. The music 
tries to capture that complexity within her.

Premier Broadway Series Support:  

Bob & Becky Alexander
Broadway Series Support: Friends of Broadway
Show Underwriter:  

Seth Malley & Luke Bridges

8 SHOWS /

Dec. 
9-14

Collaborating with the playwright was invaluable because he 
provided the foundation, allowing me to ask, “What were you 
thinking when you wrote this?” Initially, he wrote from a young 
perspective, similar to Kimberly’s. But when we revisited the 
material, we approached it from the vantage point of parents 
and middle-aged individuals. This evolution in perspective was 
fascinating. The characters sing from a place of great desire, loss 
and hope.

Could you talk about a song that you “spotted” 
while creating the musical? 

One song I like to highlight is Kim’s “Make a Wish.” It’s an interior 
monologue where Kim sings about what she wants—to travel the 
world and experience everything—but what she truly needs is to 
feel safe and loved within a family. From that moment, Kim knows 
she has to leave to find what she needs, because she can’t find it 
where she is. 

How do you see the music in Kimberly Akimbo 
contributing to the overall messages or themes 
of the show? 

Kim is a delicate character who must be tough because she looks 
much older than she is. When my daughter was 16, I noticed it 
was like a second toddlerhood—a time of discovering who she 
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Can you describe your primary role and typical 
day at Walton Arts Center? 

I arrive at 7 am to ensure the building is ready for both the in-house 
staff and visiting cast and crew, and that all spaces are clean 
and ready for any meetings and events. I open the building to the 
public at 10 am, and during the rest of my day, I jump between 
meetings about upcoming events, am on call for all Walton Arts 
Center deliveries and lead the dayside housekeeping staff through 
daily cleaning duties. I also represent the facilities team on our 
sustainability committee. We focus on reusing, reducing and 
recycling a variety of supplies and products that we donate to 
other local nonprofits who support our unhoused community in 
Fayetteville. At the Walmart AMP I started an initiative to retrieve and 
clean all the blankets left in the venue after shows and then donate 
them to local animal shelters throughout Northwest Arkansas.  

How did you get into this industry? 

My brother, Roger Ramirez, asked me to help out at the 
Walmart AMP in 2017. At the time he was the lead supervisor for 
housekeeping at both Walton Arts Center and Walmart AMP.  
What started out as just helping on a few shows turned into a 
full-time role!

What is the most 
interesting thing about 
your job? 

I enjoy the pace of the work and 
seeing Walton Arts Center's 
stages go from being dormant 
during the summer to being 
full of life during the season. 
At the AMP, I love the heat 
in the summer and watching 
the trucks roll in at 6 am. In all 
facets, I enjoy meeting new 
people every day.

What would you like patrons to know about Walton 
Arts Center? 

I love living in Northwest Arkansas, and having this arts center 
in my backyard adds so much to my life and to the culture of 
Fayetteville. Many of the people here are now lifelong friends and 
didn’t know that I needed them until we met. I’m proud to be a part 
of the Walmart AMP and Walton Arts Center team!

We focus on reusing,
reducing and

recycling a variety of
supplies and products 

that we donate to
other local nonprofits

who support our
unhoused community

in Fayetteville.

Mary Miller
Facilities and Housekeeping 
Supervisor

Staff Feature
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Andy Woodhull 
Saturday, April 18 / 7:30pm 

Credits: CW’s “Totally Funny Animals,” 
“The Late Late Show with James 
Corden,” “Conan.”
Comedy Specials: The World’s Greatest 
Step-Dad and Middle Parent Syndrome 
(Dry Bar), Beach Brain (YouTube) 
What to Expect: Andy Woodhull was 
the first comedian to make his network 
television debut on “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon," and the first 
comedian to return here at The Comedy 
Zone. Fans rave about his clean delivery 
and creative call backs.

Dustin Ybarra 
Friday, Nov. 21 / 7:30pm

Credits: “The Goldbergs,” “Home 
Economics,” “Californication,” “Kevin 
(Probably) Saves the World,” “Gotham,” 
“The Tonight Show,” We Bought a Zoo, Us, 
21 & Over, Easter Sunday.
Comedy Special: That Will Not Do 
(YouTube)
What to Expect: With a wide grin and 
a naturally uproarious sense of humor, 
Dustin Ybarra’s comedy is effortlessly 
relatable and laid-back, winning over 
audiences without resorting to shock 
value or gimmicks.

Aida Rodriguez 
Saturday, Jan. 31 / 8pm

Credits: “Shaquille O’Neal Presents: All 
Star Comedy Jam,” Netflix’s “They Ready,” 
The Comedian starring Robert De Niro 
Comedy Special: Fighting Words 
(HBO Max)
What to Expect: A longtime favorite on 
the standup circuit, Aida Rodriguez’s 
distinct brand of poignant comedy 
is ripped from the pages of her own 
incredible story.

Your Ticket to a 
Night of Laughs

Kevin Bozeman
Thursday, Sept. 18 / 7:30pm

Credits: Comedy Central’s “Premium 
Blend,” NBC’s “Last Comic Standing”
Comedy Special: Clean and Unfiltered 
(Dry Bar)
What to Expect: Drawing inspiration from 
growing up as the youngest of 10 children, 
working many odd jobs and now fathering 
three children himself, Kevin Bozeman 
is out to prove that laughter is the 
best medicine.  

Myles Weber
Thursday, Oct. 23 / 
7:30pm

Credits: MTV’s 
“Greatest Party Story 

Ever Told”
Comedy Specials: A 

90s Kinda Love (Amazon 
Prime), Mr. Bright Side (Amazon 

Prime), When You’re A White Dude From 
the Hood (Dry Bar), Pug Life (Dry Bar)
What to Expect: Want your vibe raised? 
Your funny bone tickled? Weber’s 
relatable material and positive stories 
connect with and uplift audiences of all 
generations. 

The Comedy Zone delivers the energy and talent of big-city comedy clubs—in the intimate setting 
of Starr Theater. Get ready for another season of non-stop laughs with big-name talent and fresh 
comedic voices. Whether you’re out with friends, on a date or just in need of a good laugh, The 
Comedy Zone is just the ticket. All-in standard ticket prices start at $28.75. Stay tuned to our website 
and follow us on social media for sneak peeks and exclusive clips!

Aida
Rodriguez
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Quiz: Discover Which Cocktail 
Class is Right for You 

Mostly A / A Beautiful Noise 
Cocktail Class

You’re everyone’s best friend and 
have the right song for any mood. 
Your perfect cocktail? Something 
classic with a twist – like you! Learn 
to make a cocktail as bold as you at the 
A Beautiful Noise: The Neil Diamond 
Musical cocktail classes, Oct. 16-18.

Mostly B / Mrs. Doubtfire Cocktail Class

You’re curious and sentimental with a deep 
appreciation for the classics. You go for bold 
flavors, fragrant finishes and just the right 
amount of drama! Stir up something fun at the
Mrs. Doubtfire cocktail classes, Dec. 19-20.

Mostly C / Water for Elephants Cocktail Class

You’re extra in the best way. You steal scenes, 
serve looks and leave a little sparkle everywhere 
you go. Your drink is a spectacle for the senses 
and you can make a drink just as vibrant as you 
are at the Water for Elephants cocktail 
classes, Feb. 26-28.

Back by popular demand, cocktail classes are available before select Broadway shows throughout the 
season, and are the perfect way to stir up a night of creative discovery. Whether you’re center stage or 
dancing in the wings, there’s a cocktail class that matches your vibe – answer the questions below to 
reveal the class for you!

How do you enter the room?
 A / With a curated walk-in song.
 B / Confident and full of personality.
 C / Cool, collected and mysterious.

Which lyric speaks 
to your soul? 
 A / “Money talks but it can’t sing and dance, and it can’t walk.”
 B / “I've got my groove on, we're rocking now!”
 C / “This train is bound for everywhere, don’t care much where 
  we end up.”

What is your ideal 
Broadway role?
 A / An American rock icon.
 B / A lovable and comedic nanny.
 C / A runaway circus veterinarian.

What is your Broadway 
post-show ritual?
 A / Listen to the musical’s cast recording on your way home.
 B / Debrief with family and friends.
 C / Head out to Dickson Street because your night has 
  just started! 

Found your flavor? Come learn to make bold and delicious 
cocktails at a hands-on mixology class. Add on this experience 
before a show to enhance your night at the theater, or take a 
cocktail class before dinner and drinks on Dickson Street. Tickets 
are $45, and you can enjoy reduced pricing when you purchase 
three or more. View full schedule and reserve your shaker now at 
waltonartscenter.org.

Food provided by
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wregional.com/usnews

For the fifth year, Washington 
Regional Medical Center has been 
named the #1 Hospital in Arkansas by 
U.S. News & World Report, earning a 
high performing designation in 12 areas 
of care – more than any other hospital 
in the state.

+      Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair
+         Aortic Valve Surgery
+      Colon Cancer Surgery
+      Diabetes
+      Heart Arrhythmia
+        Heart Attack
+      Heart Bypass Surgery
+      Hip Fracture
+      Hip Replacement
+      Knee Replacement
+         Lung Cancer Surgery
+      Pacemaker Implantation

As Northwest Arkansas’ only locally 
owned and governed nonprofit health 
care system, Washington Regional is 
here for you with compassionate, 
high-quality care.HIGH PERFORMING RATING IN TWELVE AREAS OF CARE

#1 Hospital in Arkansas, 
Five Years and Counting
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For those who may not 
know, what does a tour 
director do? 

A tour director is responsible 
for overseeing all the elements 
of putting a show together in 
the spirit of the show's original 
direction. From how it looks 
to how it moves ... my job is to 
honor the amazing work of the 
brilliant director Jerry Zaks by recreating his meticulously
thought-out production as faithfully as possible.

The movie you know and love comes to the stage in this 
internationally acclaimed hit musical critics call “wonderful, 
heart-warming and laugh-out-loud funny” (Manchester Evening 
News) and “a feel-good, family-friendly comedy that delivers” (The 
Hollywood Reporter). Based on the beloved film and directed by 
four-time Tony Award® winner Jerry Zaks, Mrs. Doubtfire tells the 
hysterical and heartfelt story of an out-of-work actor who will do 
anything for his kids. It’s “the lovable, big-hearted musical comedy 
we need right now,” raves the Chicago Tribune – one that proves 
we’re better together. 

Tour Director Steve Edlund answered a few of our questions before 
everyone’s favorite Scottish nanny heads to Fayetteville, Dec. 19-21.

Hellooooo, Fayetteville!
Mrs. Doubtfire Comes 
to Town

Night Out Series

“Every bit of this 
show is rooted in 
our deep love for 
the 1993 movie.”

- Tour Director Steve Edlund
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How do you go about 
recreating a movie that 
was so popular like this 
one for the stage? 

By loving it! Every bit of this show 
is rooted in our deep love for the 
1993 movie. We've taken what 
you know and built upon it in a 
way only a musical can.

What does Mrs. Doubtfire provide to 
its audiences? 

Mrs. Doubtfire is all about love and family. The lengths 
one would go for them and how we define what a 
“family” can look like.

Why should audiences come see 
Mrs. Doubtfire in Fayetteville? 

You know, I've watched this show so many times ... and 
I'm always surprised how it affects me. You laugh and 
laugh and just when you go to laugh again, you're moved. 
Anyone can relate to it, and everyone will be entertained.

Premier Broadway Support: Bob & Becky Alexander

Show Underwriter:

4 SHOWS /

Dec. 
19-21

UK Tour of MRS. DOUBTFIRE. 
Photos: Johan Persson.

Play. 
Discover. 
Connect.

1009 Museum Way Bentonville, AR 72712 
amazeum.org

Hands-on exhibits, creative 
play, and unforgettable 
moments for all ages.
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Northwest	Arkansas	is	experiencing	rapid	population	growth,	
drawing new residents from across the country thanks to its 
vibrant	job	market,	quality	of	life	and	access	to	outdoor	
recreation. Moving to a new place often comes with 
the challenge of building social connections and 
finding	a	sense	of	belonging,	but	with	volunteer	
opportunities	at	Walton	Arts	Center,	you	can	
join	an	active	community	of	kind,	theater-
loving individuals. 

For	those	passionate	about	the	arts,	
Walton	Arts	Center	offers	a	welcoming	
space	to	engage	with	others,	give	back	to	
the community and support the region’s 
growing cultural and arts scene. The 
regional performing arts center serves as 
both an artistic hub and a community gathering 
place,	making	it	an	ideal	space	for	those	looking	
to become more involved in their new home. Whether 
assisting	patrons	as	an	usher,	helping	with	educational	outreach	
programs	or	supporting	community	events,	volunteers	play	a	
crucial role in making the arts fun and accessible to all. 

Research shows that volunteering fosters social connections and 
improves	mental	well-being.	A	study	by	the	Mayo	Clinic	found	
that individuals who volunteer regularly report lower levels of 
stress	and	a	greater	sense	of	purpose.	Additionally,	a	University	
of Maryland study indicated that volunteers are 24.4% more likely 
to	develop	strong	community	ties	compared	to	non-volunteers.	
Engaging	in	volunteer	work	at	a	place	like	Walton	Arts	Center	

not	only	benefits	the	organization	but	also	enhances	personal	
fulfillment	and	a	sense	of	belonging	for	those	who	participate.
 

Volunteering is also an opportunity to become part of 
something bigger. Volunteers have the chance to 

meet	fellow	arts	enthusiasts	and	gain	hands-on	
experience	in	event	coordination	and	customer	

service. There are also appreciation events 
for volunteers to celebrate all they do for the 
organization. Many volunteers have shared 
that	their	involvement	has	led	to	long-
lasting	friendships,	professional	networking	
opportunities and a deeper appreciation for 
our region.  

Volunteers	play	an	important	role	in	mission-
critical programs – including our Classroom Series 

which welcomes tens of thousands of local school 
children	to	our	venue	each	year	for	free,	bridging	gaps	in	arts	

accessibility	for	underserved	populations.	From	first	graders	to	
retirees,	the	arts	unify	this	diverse	community	and	foster	growth,	
creativity and engagement in Northwest Arkansas.  

Volunteering at WACVolunteering at WAC

Looking for Community? 
Find It Through Volunteering
By Quinette Rogers, ticketing representative and volunteer programs assistant

If you are interested in finding community with 
like-minded individuals through volunteering, 

visit waltonartscenter.org/volunteer.
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Lori Acuncius
Heather Agerton
Cindy Aguirre
Bruce Ahrendsen
Jolene Ahrendsen
Brenda Alison
Jacque	Allen
Michael Allen
Trish Anslow
Amy Anthony
Pamela Austin
Cassie Baker
Ruth Baker
Jeanie Baltz
Andreina Barrett
Diane	Bashuk
Betsy Batey
Pam Beard
Bobbye Beecher
Chris Bell
Linda Bell
Marianne Bieker
David	Boddie
Karmen Boddie
Buddy Bowman
Cathe Bowman
Karla Bradley
Sharon Brasko
Lisa Breivogel
Ruth Brenneman
Barry Brown
Colleen Brown
Debi	Buckley
Paula Burks
Tammy Cable
Bri Cannady
Amelia Catanzaro
Amanda Chandler
Rene Cheek

Elaine	Cheney
Kay Coley
Karen Coyne
Diana	Danforth
Rhonda	Darden
Boyd	Darling
Holly	Daste
Jerry	Davison
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Mary	DeGolyer
Melody	DeVere
Dennis	Dinkel
John	Dixon
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Conrad Fletcher
Mary Foster
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Candy Gearhart
Richard Gerety
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Kimberly Gillow
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Annette Goll
Sharon Gray
Avi Greene
Peggy Guccione
Nicole Gulas
Ann Hafar
Gina Harris
Mark Harris
Mary Harvey
Curtis Hendricks
Jeanne Hickman
Candace Hoggatt
Diana	Hoke
Gayle Howard

Kathryn Hunt
Victoria Hurley
Amy Huycke
Mark Huycke
Carole Jackson
Katie Jackson
Mark Jackson
Cecily Jenkins
Donn	Johnson
Paula Johnson
Rick Jones
Leah Karp
Joyce Keller
Kathy Knight
Jenny Knowles
Catherine Koch
Chuck Kraeger
Jenny Lee
Annette Lewis
Michael Lietzke
Morgan Lindsey
Annee Littell
Gabrielle Marcy
Pam Marsh
Leslie Martinez
Denise	May
Sharon McCone
Donna	McKellar
Barbara McMullen
Alan Meyer
Victoria Meyers
Laura Minick
James Minyard
Shannon Mitchell
Nancy Mock
Sandee	Moffett
Mario Moreno
Pat Moriarity
Peggy Moriarity

Maureen Neagle
Rachel Nielsen
Uche Ofodile
Carl Owens
David	Owens
Sunshine Owens
Janet	Oxford
Michael	Oxford
Glenda Patterson
Allie Peduto
Tom Perry
Jeannie Philpott
Ann Porta
Leslie Redmon
Laurie Reh
Teresita Reisinger
Robyn Rektor
MariAnne Retallick
Joyce Richards
Janet Richardson
Connie Robbins
Alexandra	Rouw
Estefanía	Salas
Anita Sampley
Charlotte	Shaffer
Terri Shea
Teresa Shelden
Clifton Sherrer
Paulette Sherrer
Ruth Shi
Olivia Shirkey
Jeanne Silvestri
Audra Smith
Jen Smith
Kat Smith
Riley Smith
Jason Sneed
Charlotte Sorenson
Carol Spears

Stephanie Springate
Shelley Steele
Sal Stevens
Peggy Stovesand
Kerry Stricker
Jerald Swenson
Marie Swenson
Jhonnie Taylor
Lauren Terry
Theresa Thibado
Sharon Thomason
Vicki Thompson
Becky Timmons
Patty Tisdale
Peter Tooker
Peggy Treiber
Marc Villalva
Carol Vogler
Brent Walker
Diane	Walker
Fawne Wallace
Varady Walters
Ben Walworth
Terry Wamsher
Rana Weidman
Laura Welkey
Angelika Will
Tiff	Wimberly
Rachel Wolverton
Michael Wulf
Nan Yarnelle
Katy Young
Kelly Young
Amanda Zoellick

Walton Arts Center would like to share our appreciation for the many 
generous volunteers whose time and dedication make our programming possible.

HWY 340 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
OVER SUGAR CREEK

BELLA VISTA, AR
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This	past	March,	a	group	of	21	Walton	Arts	Center	
patrons	and	staff	took	on	New	York	City	for	a	week	
of	performances,	sightseeing	and	dining.	A	special	
opportunity for Friends	of	Walton	Arts	Center,	
this annual trip is designed to be an unforgettable 
experience	with	once-in-a-lifetime	excursions	
and programs.

The group had the opportunity to attend seven of 
Broadway’s	hottest	musicals,	including	the	2025	
Tony®-winning	productions	of	Maybe Happy Ending,	Sunset 
Boulevard,	Buena Vista Social Club and Death Becomes Her.

In	addition,	guests	enjoyed	a	private	showcase	with	actor	Marcus	
Martin,	who	you	might	recognize	as	the	Genie	in	the	North	
American Tour of Aladdin,	and	a	Q&A	with	Orin	Wolf,	Tony-winning	
producer of Broadway and touring productions including The 
Band's Visit and Buena Vista Social Club.	Excursions	included	 
an	exclusive	behind-the-scenes	tour	of	Sotheby’s	priceless	

Old Masters	collection,	exploration	of	the	Transit	
Museum’s	unique	history	and	invitations	to	the	
final	dress	rehearsal	of	the	Metropolitan	Opera’s	
Marriage of Figaro.

“This	annual	trip	is	for	both	seasoned	and	first-
time NYC visitors involved in our Friends giving 
program,”	says	Becky	Brink,	vice	president	and	
chief	development	officer.	“It’s	not	just	about	the	
destinations; it’s about connecting with fellow 

arts	enthusiasts	who	are	passionate	about	enriching	community.”

Curious	about	the	next	Broadway	&	Beyond	
trip?	Mark	your	calendar	for	March	23-28,	
2026. Priority access is given to Friends of 
Walton	Arts	Center!	For	more	information,	
contact giving@waltonartscenter.org or 
call 479.974.1506.

Annual NYC Trip 
Explores Broadway 
and Beyond 

“...it’s about connecting
with fellow arts

enthusiasts who are
passionate about 

enriching community.”
– VP & Chief Development 
  Officer, Becky Brink

Real objects from our past.
True stories about our community. 
Family Fun and life-long learning.

313 S. Second Street
Rogers, AR 

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

rogershistoricalmuseum.org
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Break Dancing and 
Breaking Down Barriers 
for Young Artists  

Over	100	local	students	learned	the	basics	of	hip-hop	last	year	
through	Walton	Arts	Center’s	inaugural	Hip-Hop	101,	a	free,	after-
school	program.	From	graffiti	to	fashion,	audio	engineering	and	
break-dancing,	this	program	introduces	young	creatives	to	the	most	
popular genre of American music.  

There	are	often	costs	and	barriers	to	receiving	quality	instruction	
in	the	arts,	but	Walton	Arts	Center	removed	those	barriers	by	
employing	the	teaching	artists.	These	local	subject	matter	experts	
delivered	132	hours	of	instruction	through	after-school	workshops.	
Students	wrote	and	performed	their	own	songs,	created	costumes	
and showcased what they learned at a performance in Baum 
Walker Hall. 

The high schoolers at ALLPS School of Innovation took their 
learning	outside	of	the	classroom,	performing	at	venues	across	

the region and creating a professional 
music	video	and	EP	of	original	music.	
These students will become teachers 
this	year	with	Hip-Hop	Knowledge	
Drops,	one-day,	in-school	residencies	
for third grade students across Northwest 
Arkansas. These residencies bring 
professional teaching artists and students in the 
ALLPS	Crew	into	English,	music,	physical	education	
and visual arts classes to lead students through three dynamic 
sessions:	writing	&	rapping	lyrics,	breaking	and	graffiti.	

Alongside	Hip-Hop	Knowledge	Drops,	we	are	excited	to	expand	
Hip-Hop	101	into	Asbell	and	Owl	Creek	elementary	schools,	helping	
local	students	build	confidence	and	learn	about	this	uniquely	
American genre and its connection to our history.
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Walton Arts Center is one of 24 venues across the country 
participating	in	Broadway	Bridges	on	the	Road,	a	Broadway	
League	initiative	that	expands	access	to	touring	
Broadway productions for high school students. 
Based on its successful counterpart in New 
York	City,	Broadway	Bridges	on	the	Road	
gives high school student groups access to 
discounted tickets to touring Broadway shows 
and serves as an introduction to the magic of 
theater.	Last	season,	226	students	attended	
performances of Funny Girl and Back to the 
Future the Musical at	a	highly	discounted	price,	
thanks in part to support from Friends of Walton 
Arts Center. 

“This	program	has	been	very	successful	in	New	York,”	said	
Jennifer	Ross,	vice	president	of	programming	at	Walton	Arts	

Center.	“Since	it	started	in	2017,	more	than	120,000	public	
school sophomores have attended a show on Broadway. We are 

excited	to	continue	bringing	that	experience	
to students in Northwest Arkansas and 
introducing them not only to the shows and 
stories in these Broadway productions but the 
idea	of	theater	as	a	career.”

By	collaborating	with	touring	productions,	Walton	
Arts	Center	is	able	to	provide	discounted	tickets,	
usually	$25	or	less,	for	high	school	groups	to	
a Broadway production at Walton Arts Center. 
This	makes	field	trips	to	see	Broadway	shows	a	
reality for many who would not be able to attend 
otherwise while also enriching students' arts 

education,	promoting	cultural	equity	and	cultivating	a	diverse	future	
audience for live theater.  

Broadway Bridges Welcomes 
High School Students to See 
Touring Broadway 

This [program] 
makes field trips 
to see Broadway 

shows a reality for 
many who would not 

be able to attend 
otherwise.
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“I just wanted to thank you again for the incredible 
opportunity	to	expose	my	students	to	Broadway	yesterday	–	
They	had	the	time	of	their	lives”	said	Christine	Selby,	theater	
teacher	at	Lamar	High	School.	“Seriously.	I	heard,	‘This	has	
been the best day of my life’ from one of my students. I had 
several	students	who	rarely	go	on	field	trips	and	they	were	so	
happy. It's all they can talk about today. They saw that their 
passion	can	someday	be	their	job.”

Interested theater instructors can email 
schools@waltonartscenter.org 
and	request	information	about	
next	season’s	shows.	We	are	
excited	to	welcome	many	more	
local students to the theater this 
season through Broadway 
Bridges at Walton Arts Center!

TRG CLIENT: 
Choctaw Casino
PRJ# 076055
RESORT:
Pocola
PUB:
Walton Art Center/
OnStage
L: 3 X 4
T: 3.417 X 4.417
B: N/A
INSERTION 
DATES:
2024/2025 
Season
SCALE BUILT
100%
CONTACT:
Karen Newman
214-891-5875
 CHOCTAW PROUDLY SUPPORTS

WALTON ARTS CENTER

POCOLA

choctawcasinos.com
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The Remember 
Balloons
Wednesday, 
Oct. 1, 6pm

The Remember 
Balloons is a 
heartwarming 
intergenerational 
tale that embraces 
the beauty of sharing 
memories while delicately 
addressing memory loss. 
Director and choreographer Dominic Moore-Dunson adapts this 
touching story for the stage, crafting a captivating dance-theater 
experience. Recommended for ages 5 and up.

Show Underwriter:  Richie & Karen Roberts

Wicked Sing-Along
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2pm

After two decades as one of the most beloved 
and enduring musicals on stage, the 2024 award-
winning film Wicked comes to Baum Walker Hall 
as a spectacular, generation-defining cinematic 

sing-along. Wicked is rated PG.

 Show Underwriter:  Brandon & Sarah Wilson

Family Fun 
Series

Family Fun Takes 
Center Stage
Take your family on an adventure to the theater! From dinosaurs to outer space to a 
popular cartoon coming to life on the stage – the Pringles Family Fun Series is sure 
to	delight,	entertain	and	inspire	audiences	of	all	ages.

Enjoy	this	glimpse	of	the	first	family	shows	in	our	season.	Tickets	to	these	and	
Cahoots NI: Secrets of Space,	Mermaid	Theatre	of	Nova	Scotia’s	Billy Goats Gruff 
and Other Tales,	Dinosaur World Live and Theater Unspeakable’s The American 
Revolution – are available now at waltonartscenter.org.

Dog Man: 
The Musical
Nov. 22-23 / 3 performances

Based on the worldwide bestselling hit series, Dog Man: The 
Musical is a hilarious and heartwarming production following the 
chronicles of Dog Man. Recommended for ages 6 and up.

Walton Arts Center & Symphony 
of Northwest Arkansas present 
The Snowman: A Family Concert
Sunday, Dec. 7, 2pm

Join us for a special screening of The Snowman, based on 
Raymond Brigg’s classic children’s book with the original score 
performed live by SoNA. 

The Snowman:
A Family 
Concert

Dog Man:
The Musical

The Remember
Balloons

© Snowman Enterprises Limited 2022. 
THE SNOWMANTM Snowman Enterprises Limited

Premier Series Support:

Todd & Melissa Simmons
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Do you have a 
creative kid?
Arkansas Arts Academy offers your future star 
a variety of visual and performing arts classes, 
arts-integrated core classes, and excursions 
specifically designed to foster and encourage 
academic excellence and creativity.

Arkansas Arts Academy in Rogers is the only arts-integrated, 
PreK-12, public charter school in the state.

Learn more by visiting artsk12.org

Winner of 2024 Outstanding Educational Performance Awards: 

Best High School in NWA & Best in State 

AAA_WAC_Halfpg_060825_R1.indd   1AAA_WAC_Halfpg_060825_R1.indd   1 �/1�/2�   1:22 3M�/1�/2�   1:22 3M

Family Fun Takes 
Center Stage

Holiday Films:
Home Alone and 
The Muppet 
Christmas Carol
Tuesday, Dec. 23

Two holiday favorite films are 
coming to the big screen in 
Baum Walker Hall. 

Meredith Willson’s The Music Man
Jan. 16-18 / 4 performances

Meredith Willson’s six-time, Tony Award®-winning musical comedy 
The Music Man follows traveling salesman Harold Hill as he cons the 
people of River City into buying instruments and uniforms for a boys' 
band that he vows to organize – this, despite the fact that he doesn't 
know a trombone from a treble clef. Recommended for ages 8 and up.

Show Underwriter:  David & Pam Parks

Broadway Bonus

waltonartscenter.org     35



SEPTEMBER 19 Leon Bridges & Charley Crockett with Dave Alvin & Jimmie Dale Gilmore

SEPTEMBER 21 A Day To Remember & Yellowcard with State Champs & Boundaries

SEPTEMBER 24 blink-182 with Alkaline Trio & Scowl

SEPTEMBER 25 Ben Rector with The National Parks

SEPTEMBER 26 Jon Pardi with Jake Worthington & Colby Acuff

SEPTEMBER 30 Papa Roach x Rise Against with Underoath

OCTOBER 10 Alex Warren
OCTOBER 15 Pierce The Veil with HEALTH, Eca Vandal & Like Roses

OCTOBER 19 TWENTY ONE PILOTS
OCTOBER 22 Seether & Daughtry

2025 Upcoming Events

Your live music 
destination!

These shows and more on sale now at amptickets.com!



Thank you
A special thanks to this year’s Art of Wine sponsors. 

The annual Art of Wine fundraiser helps make our arts education mission possible,
inspiring Northwest Arkansas children and strengthening our schools and communities. 

Blue Spring Heritage Center
Scenic Hwy. 62W Eureka Springs
479-253-9244

Harrison Sutcliffe

The Largest Spring in Northwest Arkansas

Native Gardens on the Trail of Tears

National Register Site

Magical Setting for Weddings

A Must-See Tradition

Blue Spring Heritage Center
Scenic Hwy. 62W Eureka Springs

479-253-9244
bluespringheritage.com

$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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1 Oz. Jig 
and Friends

The War 
and Treaty 

Sunny Sweeney Mary Gauthier

Marty Stuart 
& His Fabulous 
Superlatives

For	a	decade,	West	Street	Live presented 
by Neal Pendergraft	has	been	a	lyric-
lovers	dream,	bringing	some	of	the	best	
singer-songwriters	to	Northwest	Arkansas.	
Hometown	heroes,	historic	
musicians and an intimate 
venue	set	this	series	apart,	
creating the ultimate 
listening	experience.	To	
commemorate	its	10-year	
anniversary,	we	interviewed	
a few people who helped 
launch the series. 

“I had booked several folk 
acts in Starr Theater over 
the	years,	but	once	Brian	
Crowne and I put our heads together and 
proposed	a	singer-songwriter	series	to	
Neal	Pendergraft,	things	started	moving	
in	the	right	direction,”	says	Jennifer	Ross,	
vice president of programming. 

“When I decided to make a donation to 
Walton	Arts	Center,	I	wanted	a	portion	
of	that	donation	to	go	to	a	music	series,”	
says Pendergraft. “Mark Blackwood and 
I	discussed	the	options	and	finally	settled	
on	a	small	hall	series	where	great	singer-
songwriters performed in an intimate 
setting not available to audiences at that 
time.	To	me,	songwriting	starts	with	a	
poem,	adds	some	instruments	and	grows	

into	a	song.	When	the	poet,	musician	
and singer are all together (or the same 
person)	a	magical	thing	might	happen.”

Nearly 60 artists have 
headlined the West Street 
Live	series,	including	
memorable concerts by 
Peter	Yarrow,	Rodney	
Crowell,	Jimmy	Webb,	A.J.	
Croce,	Tinsley	Ellis,	Kathy	
Mattea,	Marty	Stuart	and	
Paul Thorn. “What has 
stayed the same is the 
passion of a core group of 
subscribers that want to be 
in a space with folks that you 

don't know but feel a kinship with as music 
fans,”	says	Brian	Crowne,	local	promoter,	
owner of George’s Majestic Lounge and 
vice president of the Walmart AMP and 
strategic initiatives. 

Pendergraft	agreed,	saying,	“when	I	sit	in	
that	close	and	comfortable	atmosphere,	all	
I think about is the music – I believe most 
of the other folks in Starr Theater feel the 
same way. When we funded West Street 
Live,	we	knew	we	could	get	three	years.	All	
the great patrons and ticket buyers thought 
it should go a lot longer. Most of our shows 
have sold out because of the great acts 
and	our	patrons’	love	of	great	music.”

Thank you to our West Street Live 
subscribers and to Neal Pendergraft for 
all	of	your	support	and	excitement	for	the	
series	throughout	the	years.	To	celebrate,	
we	are	excited	to	present	an	unparalleled	
2025-26	season.	Tickets	are	on	sale	now.	

“...when I sit in 
that close and 
comfortable 

atmosphere, all 
I think about is

the music.”
– Neal Pendergraft

1 Oz. Jig and Friends: 
A Tribute to The 
Last Waltz
Friday, Sept. 19, 7:30pm

Show Underwriter:   Les & Mina Baledge

Nashville Songwriters 
Thursday, Oct. 2, 7:30pm

The War and Treaty 
with Thunderstorm Artis 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 7:30pm

Marty Stuart & His 
Fabulous Superlatives
Thursday, Dec. 4, 7:30pm

Sunny Sweeney
Friday, March 6, 7:30pm

Mary Gauthier
Saturday, May 16, 7:30pm

West Street Live 
Celebrates 10th Anniversary
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proud to support 
Walton Arts Center Subscribe online at www.citiscapes.com

facebook.com/CitiscapesMagazine    

CitiScapes Magazine
is a proud sponsor of

Walton Arts
CenterCenterCenter

CARRIAGE CLUB

1923 E. Joyce Blvd.    |    Fayetteville, Ark.    |    479.695.8011    |    butterfieldtrailvillage.org

Butterfield Trail Village offers more options that come standard, more activities and
amenities at your fingertips, and more choices than any other active senior living

community in the area – all in a beautifully maintained neighborhood setting.

Planning for a move to the perfect retirement community doesn’t happen overnight, but as a
 Carriage Club member, you’ll get to enjoy a range of premier amenities – before you move in!

Call to schedule your private consultation and tour today.

Planning Your
Best Retirement Cottages

Apartments

Village Homes 
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Lawrence Loh David Glover Jack Cleghorn Akiko FujimotoSarah Pearson Tamara Dworetz

Symphony of 
Northwest Arkansas 
Launches 2025-26 
Season of Discovery

On Sunday, Nov. 2, audiences are invited to celebrate the joy of 
motion and melody with Celebration in Motion: Beethoven 7. 
Guest conductor David Glover leads a thrilling lineup, beginning 
with William Grant Still’s spirited Festive Overture, followed 
by selections from Smetana’s epic Má Vlast, and Jessie 
Montgomery’s dazzling Starburst, before closing with Beethoven’s 
exhilarating Symphony No. 7.

The magic of the holidays returns in December with two cherished 
annual events. A Very SoNA Christmas returns on Saturday, 
Dec. 6 with matinee and evening performances, conducted by 
SoNA’s friend and frequent collaborator Jack Cleghorn. Then 
on Sunday, Dec. 7, co-presented in partnership with Walton 
Arts Center, families can experience The Snowman: A Family 
Concert, featuring a screening of the beloved animated film 
The Snowman with live orchestral accompaniment, led by SoNA 
Assistant Conductor Sarah Pearson.

The season continues after the New Year with Across the Silk 
Road: Scheherazade on Saturday, Jan. 31. This culturally rich 
program, conducted by Akiko Fujimoto, is inspired by stories, 
landscapes and legends from across Asia and the Middle East. 
Highlights include Mozart’s Overture to The Abduction from the 
Seraglio, Borodin’s In the Steppes of Central Asia, Ravel’s Mother 
Goose Suite and Rimsky-Korsakov’s breathtaking Scheherazade.

And the season finale arrives on Saturday, March 7 with Behind 
the Mask: Romeo and Juliet, conducted by Tamara Dworetz. 
The program explores the drama and romance of masked 
identities, beginning with a series of masquerade-themed works 
by Dvořák, Nielsen, Clyne and Khachaturian, before culminating 
with Prokofiev’s epic Romeo and Juliet – a sweeping, emotional 
masterpiece that has captivated audiences for generations.

Season subscriptions and single tickets are available now, with 
all performances taking place in Baum Walker Hall. To purchase 
tickets or subscriptions, visit sonamusic.org or call the Walton 
Arts Center box office at (479) 443-5600.

Big changes are in store for the Symphony of Northwest Arkansas 
(SoNA) as it kicks off its much-anticipated 2025-26 mainstage 
season. With longtime Music Director Paul Haas concluding his 
tenure last spring, the orchestra now embarks on a bold season of 
discovery, featuring five different guest conductors – four of whom 
are finalists to become SoNA’s next artistic leader.

“This season is unlike anything we’ve done before,” says SoNA 
Executive Director Ben Harris. “Each concert will be led by a 
different conductor, each bringing their own unique voice and 
energy. Our audience won’t just be along for the ride – they’ll be 
part of the process of shaping SoNA’s future.”

Choosing a new artistic leader for an organization such as 
SoNA is no small task, so the decision was made to proceed at 
a measured and thoughtful pace, and with SoNA’s audience of 
listeners and supporters at the heart of the process. Following 
an extensive national search, the four finalists will each conduct 
one of the upcoming season’s four masterworks concerts in 
September, November, January and March – with each concert 
serving as a live audition of sorts.

“This approach will give our musicians the chance to work closely 
with each conductor during rehearsals, and it will give you — our 
audience — the opportunity to experience their artistry on stage,” 
Harris explains. “After each concert, we’ll invite patrons to share 
their thoughts through an audience survey.”

The season launches on Saturday, Sept. 20 with Celestial 
Visions: Symphonie Fantastique, led by returning guest 
conductor Lawrence Loh. This imaginative program opens 
with Missy Mazzoli’s modern, otherworldly Sinfonia (for Orbiting 
Spheres), followed by Brahms’ richly textured Variations on a 
Theme by Haydn. The evening then crescendos with Berlioz’s 
iconic Symphonie Fantastique – a fever-dream of passion, 
obsession and musical innovation.
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Jeff Clapper
CEO of 8th & Walton

Spotlight on the Corporate Leadership Council

Why did 8th & Walton 
decide to support 
Walton Arts Center?

At 8th & Walton, our mission 
is about growing businesses 
and scaling impact – not just 
for Walmart suppliers, but 
for the communities we’re 
part of. Walton Arts Center is 
a cornerstone in Northwest 
Arkansas and supporting it 
allows us to help ensure the 
arts remain accessible and 
vibrant here. It reflects our 
belief that business success 
and community enrichment 
should go hand in hand.

What do you see as the 
biggest contribution 
that CLC brings to 
Walton Arts Center?

The CLC plays a key role in 
ensuring access to the arts — 
especially through education 
— which I believe is one of 
the most powerful ways to 
build a more understanding 
and empathetic world. That’s 
deeply motivating to me, 
and it’s central to the CLC’s 
mission. By bringing together 
leaders who care about both 
business and community, 
the CLC helps Walton Arts 
Center deepen its impact for 
generations to come.

How can business 
leaders come together 
to support the arts?

Great businesses and great 
arts organizations both rely 
on vision, discipline and 
investment in people. When 
business leaders engage with 
the arts, they bring a strategic 
lens and they also rediscover 
creativity, empathy and long-
term thinking. By showing up 
together, we reinforce that a 
thriving arts scene is not a 
luxury, it’s part of a resilient 
economy and a well-rounded 
community.

Behind the scenes, over 30 business leaders on Walton Arts Center’s Corporate Leadership Council 
support fundraising events that benefit our arts education programs, which reach more than 26,000 
students and educators annually. Jeff Clapper, CEO of 8th & Walton, is both a founding member of 
CLC and a Friend of Walton Arts Center. We sat down to learn more about his support of the arts.

“By showing up 
together, we 
reinforce that 
a thriving arts 
scene is not a 
luxury, it’s part 
of a resilient 
economy and 

a well-rounded 
community.”

– Jeff Clapper

To connect your business with 
Walton Arts Center, contact 
Kyle May, senior director of 
corporate partnerships, at 
kmay@waltonartscenter.org.
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PROUD TO SUPPORT WORLD-CLASS ARTS 
AND WORLD-CLASS CARE IN NWA

LEARN MORE at UAMS.Health/ARTS

  
Official Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine  
Provider for Razorback® Athletics

LIKE YOU, WE’RE 
100% FOCUSED 
ON PEAK 
PERFORMANCE

Learn more at
tysonfoods.com
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From the table
to the main stage,
Tyson Foods is a proud sponsor
of Walton Arts Center.
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(479) 571-2706
505 W. SPRING ST. FAYETTEVILLE, AR 72701

COMMUNITYCREATIVECENTER.ORG
COMMUNITYCREATIVECENTER1@GMAIL.COM

FINE ART & CRAFT
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
PARTIES & TEAM BUILDING
EXHIBITION & SALES GALLERY

Imagine More

Symphony of Northwest Arkansas

2025-26 Season at Walton Arts Center
SEP 20 Celestial Visions: Symphonie Fantastique
  Guest Conductor Lawrence Loh 

NOV 2 Celebration in Motion: Beethoven 7
  Guest Conductor David Glover 

DEC 6 A Very SoNA Christmas
  Guest Conductor Jack Cleghorn

DEC 7 The Snowman: A Family Concert
  SoNA Assistant Conductor Sarah Pearson

JAN 31 Across the Silk Road: Scheherazade
  Guest Conductor Akiko Fujimoto 

MAR 7 Behind the Mask: Romeo and Juliet
  Guest Conductor Tamara Dworetz

SUNDAY
MATINEE

Tickets & Subscriptions On Sale Now!  sonamusic.org  /  479.443.5600
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IMPROVING LIVES NOW AND 
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME

Iconic, trusted brands that make life a little easier 
for our neighbors in Northwest Arkansas.
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Recruiting
Done Differently.

(479) 361-1114
StoutExecutiveSearch.com

Transforming spaces.
Expanding possibilities.

Improving lives.
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theMomentary.org  | 479.367.7500

From unforgettable live music to handcrafted cocktails with 
friends looking over the Bentonville skyline, the Momentary 
is the perfect place to get away—or get inspired.



Sasha

An Ozark Mountain sanctuary for exploited wildlife.

479.253.5841
TCWR.org

239 Turpentine Creek Lane,  
Eureka Springs, AR

Open Daily!
Learn About Big Cats & Bears

Open-Air Tram Tours

Unique Lodging

Spacious Habitats


