
BUYING A HOME
WITH A YARD
FOR YOUR DOG
Find the perfect home where your best friend can run,
play, and thrive every day.

Helping Dog-Loving
Families Find the
Perfect Home



A HOME YOUR DOG
WILL LOVE, TOO
Because finding the perfect home means thinking
about every member of the family — paws included.

There’s something special about watching your dog run freely
in a safe backyard, bask in the morning sun, or greet you at
the door after a long day. A home with the right outdoor
space can bring comfort, freedom, and a better quality of life
for both you and your furry companion.

Whether you’re searching for a bigger yard, a pet-friendly
neighborhood, or a home designed for everyday adventures
with your dog, this guide will help you make confident and
thoughtful decisions along the way. From smart buying tips to
must-have features, you’ll discover how to find a home that
truly fits your lifestyle.

Let’s find a place where every member of the family feels
at home — tail wags included.
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WHY THE YARD CHANGES
EVERYTHING + WHAT TO LOOK FOR
A yard isn't a luxury — for your dog, it's a necessity.

Dogs with regular outdoor access are healthier, calmer, and happier. For a dog
owner, a great yard can matter more than an extra bedroom. Here's what actually
makes a yard work for your dog.

Fencing
Minimum 5–6 ft tall, no gaps, secure gate
latches. Walk every inch of the fence line
before making an offer.

Shade
Mature trees or a covered patio are a big
plus. Dogs overheat faster than you think.

Size
Match yard size to your dog's energy.
Small breeds need 500–1,000 sq ft; large
or active breeds need 2,500+.

Water Access
Look for an outdoor spigot. If there's a
pool, it needs a fence, cover, or ramp.

Ground Cover
Grass and artificial turf are easiest on paws.
Avoid cocoa mulch — it's toxic to dogs.

Plant Safety
Watch for oleander, sago palm, azaleas, and
lilies — all common, all toxic to dogs.

Health
Daily yard access supports a
healthy weight and strong joints.

Bonding
Shared outdoor time builds
your relationship in ways
walks can't.

Mental Calm
New scents and sounds reduce
anxiety and boredom indoors.

Convenience
No leashing up for every
bathroom break, especially
for puppies and seniors.

What to look for in the yard:



FINDING A DOG-FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORHOOD + INSIDE THE HOME
The right neighborhood makes every walk better.

The best yard in the wrong area is still the wrong home. Here's what to look for
beyond your fence line.

Five signs of a dog-friendly neighborhood:

Dog-friendly features inside the home:

Parks Nearby
At least one dog-welcome park
or trail within a 10-minute walk.

Walkable Streets
Continuous sidewalks, good
lighting, and low-traffic roads.

Pet-friendly Community Rules
Look for dog relief areas, waste
stations, and local ordinances
that work in your favor.

A Vet Close By
A regular clinic within 15
minutes, and an emergency
animal hospital in the area.

HOA Rules That Work For You
Always request the pet policy
before making an offer. Breed
restrictions and leash rules
vary widely.

Pet Services in the Area
Groomers, doggy daycares, and
pet supply stores nearby signal a
community that genuinely
welcomes pet owners.

Flooring
Luxury vinyl plank is the gold standard:
scratch-resistant, waterproof, and easy to
clean. Avoid carpet in high-traffic pet areas.

Air Quality
Look for a modern HVAC system. Dogs
shed. A good filter makes a real difference.

Layout
Open floor plans make it easy to keep an
eye on your dog. Direct access from the
living area to the backyard is ideal.

Entry Zone
A mudroom or utility area off the back door is
a game-changer for muddy paws and wet fur.

Visit the home on a warm day with windows closed.
Strong pet odors in carpet may mean subfloor
damage — budget $500–$2,000 to remediate.

Smell Test 



Define Your dog's needs first 
Breed, size, age, and energy level should drive your search before anything
else. A senior beagle and a young border collie need very different homes.

Work with a Dog-Savvy Agent 
Not every agent thinks to check fence height, soil drainage, or HOA pet rules.
Make sure yours does.

Inspect Thoroughly
Ask your inspector to specifically evaluate fence condition, ground hazards, toxic
plants, and pool safety. Don't assume it's covered.

Falling in love with the home
before checking the yard.

Underestimating the cost of
yard fixes.

Skipping the HOA or local pet
ordinance fine print.

Choosing a great location
over a functional space for
your dog.

Set a Realistic Budget
Factor in yard upgrades from day one. Fencing, turf, and drainage fixes add up
quickly and are often negotiable at closing.

SMART BUYING TIPS &
COMMON MISTAKES
Buy smart — for you and your dog

A little preparation before you start searching saves a lot of heartbreak later.
Here's how to approach the process the right way.

Step-by-step buying guide:

COMMON MISTAKES
TO AVOID



YOUR SHOWING CHECKLIST
Your dog-friendly home checklist

Run through this list at every property. It takes two
minutes and saves a lot of regret.

Yard is fully enclosed — no gaps or broken sections.
Fence is tall enough for my dog's breed.
Gate latches are secure and dog-proof.
Yard size suits my dog's energy level.
There's shade or room to add it.
No toxic plants visible.
Pool has a fence, cover, or ramp.
Outdoor water spigot present.

The Yard

Flooring is scratch and moisture resistant
No strong pet odors detected
Easy access from living area to backyard
Mudroom or back-entry area present
Space for a dog door if needed
HVAC system is modern and well-maintained

Inside the Home

A park or trail is within walking distance
Streets have safe, continuous sidewalks
A vet is within 15 minutes
HOA pet rules work for my dog

The Neighborhood



THE PERFECT HOME CHECKS EVERY BOX.
INCLUDING THE ONES YOUR DOG CARES ABOUT.

Every family has different needs, and yours happens to include a four-
legged member. My job is to make sure those needs are taken seriously

from the very first showing — finding listings that match your lifestyle, your
priorities, and your dog's needs before you ever walk through a door.

Because the right home isn't just one you love. It's one that truly works for
everyone under your roof.

From knowing which features to push for at the negotiating table to
understanding which neighborhoods and layouts suit your day-to-day life

as a pet owner — I bring the kind of local knowledge and attention to detail
that turns a good home search into the right one. You deserve an agent

who thinks of everything. Consider it done.

Let's talk about what you and your family need in a home. The
yard, the neighborhood, the layout — we'll cover it all.

Reach out anytime. I'm here to help.
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