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Rosewarne

This beautiful campus has a rich 
history of research, 120 acres of 
stunning grounds, and a wealth of 
horticulture and animal care facilities.

Stoke Climsland

From rolling hills to our £4 million 
Future Farm research facility, 
Stoke Climsland expertly 
combines traditional skills with 
cutting edge technology.



WELCOME TO THE FIRST EDITION OF 
our new Alumni magazine.  

Within these pages, you’ll find some of 
the most exciting ews and stories from
our staff, students and alumni across
Duchy College. 

You’ll discover the amazing heights our 
students have reached – both inside and 
out of the classroom – as well as the ways 
in which we are providing exciting new 
opportunities across Cornwall.  

Make sure to read our interview with 
alumnus Joshua Chalk, who works for 
Plymouth Argyle FC, nurturing the next 
generation of talented female football 
players, and meet Holly May, a talented 
Agriculture student who is helping to 
shape the future of farming for both 
women and the industry as a whole. 

We also have articles from our expert 
staff, providing advice on caring for 
wildlife on your doorstep, and making 
beautiful bouquets, as well as an insight 
into the groundbreaking work being 
carried out by Duchy College’s Rural 
Business School.  

Whether you’re a former student, curious 
about studying with us, or just love your 
local community, you’ll find stories to 
inspire and surprise you.  

Ed Parrish
Principal
Duchy College 
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Welcome

8

Are you a former student? Do you have an exciting story to share? 
Contact us on marketing@cornwall.ac.uk and let us know! 



Showjumping success  

For Meg Jeffs, studying Equine 
Management wasn’t just about 
gaining a qualification – it was the 
starting point for the career she 
had always dreamt of. 

After completing her course, Meg 
went on to establish her own 
yard and business, developing, 
competing and selling showjumping 
horses. Today, her time is spent 
training horses for competition and 
travelling to events, doing exactly 
what she always wanted to do. 

Meg credits her time at Duchy 
with giving her the professional 
foundations needed to run a 
successful equine business. 

  

The practical skills Meg developed 
during her studies continue to play 
a key role in her day-to-day work. 
Knowledge around horse 
health, injury management 
and rehabilitation has 
proved especially valuable 
over the years. 

Meg said "I feel I got most 
of my knowledge on how to 
professionally run a yard from my 
course at Duchy College. I learnt 
a lot about managing horses with 
injuries and aiding in their recovery, 
which has come in very handy. I also 
learnt how to create fitness plans 
for horses coming into work and 
how to maintain their fitness.” 

DUCHY COLLEGE STOKE CLIMSLAND OFFERS A RANGE OF EQUINE 
courses, providing students with the skills they need to pursue exciting 
careers working with horses. We caught up with three of our former 
students to see where their studies have taken them.  

Meg

Riding
High
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Igniting interests  

Charlotte Ann Fisher works as 
an instructor for Great Trethew 
Trekking, a friendly, family-run 
riding school that has been sharing 
the magic of horses with our 
community for over 
15 years. 

Charlotte Ann still 
uses everything she 
learnt at Duchy College 
every day in both her 
job and her life. These 
skills have allowed her to 
progress in her current teaching 
role as an instructor.  

  

Charlotte Ann said: “My favourite 
part of the course was being around 
a supportive horse community 
every day, learning new things and 

skills, that I now use on the 
day-to-day basis.  

“Duchy helped me 
achieve so many 
of my goals with 
such amazing and 

supportive staff who 
continue to help me out 

even to this day: I can’t 
thank them enough.” 

Developing talent  

Jemimah Channon is a freelance 
equine coach and lecturer. She 
teaches a range of further and 
higher education courses, as 
well as specialised training for 
clients such as the Thames Valley 
Mounted Police, The Light Cavalry 
and Wellington Riding.  

With her individual clients, 
Jemimah helps people to 
develop their show 
jumping, dressage 
and eventing skills 
at riding club level. 
She also rides and 
trains clients’ horses, 
and offers advice on 
purchasing and training 
horses.  

After completing her Extended 
Diploma in Equine Management 
at Duchy College, Jemimah 
went on to study for a degree

  

and a master’s degree in Equine 
Science.  

She said: “I would have never got 
a degree or a master’s if I didn’t do 
this course, as I was uninspired by 
‘normal’ subjects with curriculums 
that didn’t include any practical or 
applied elements.  

“I enjoyed the variety of 
assessment methods 

including written, verbal 
and practical. I thought 
it gave students an 
opportunity to thrive 
in a variety of ways, 

not just written exams, 
which suited me. This 

is something that I am 
now passionate about when 

working in education, giving young 
people the opportunity to gain skills 
and qualifications no matter their 
background and learning style.” 

 “Duchy helped me achieve so many of my goals with such 
amazing and supportive staff who continue to help me out 

even to this day: I can’t thank them enough.” 
CHARLOTTE ANN FISHER
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Agriculture
PIONEERING SUSTAINABLE 

DUCHY COLLEGE’S RURAL BUSINESS 
SCHOOL is a pioneer in sustainable 
agriculture and resource management, 
combining education, training, business 
support and applied research to benefit 
both people and the land.

Since 2006, the Rural Business School has 
helped thousands of farms to adopt new 
practices, prioritising the environment 
and animal welfare to create a more 
sustainable and productive agricultural 
industry. 

The Rural Business School brings the 
industry to our students, enabling them to 
work alongside researchers on active farm 
trials and environmental projects. Using 
cutting-edge research, like soil carbon 
measurement and natural capital planning, 
students gain skills that can’t be found in 
the traditional classroom.

73
projects 
delivered
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Agri Carbon Kernow
Helping Cornish farmers reduce carbon 
footprints, improve water resilience and 
enhance environmental assets through 
tailored support plans.

Resilient Catchment Communities
This initiative brings farmers and 
communities together to boost the 
understanding of river resilience, using 
natural solutions to protect ecosystems 
and reduce flood risk.
 

Farm Net Zero
A collaborative project empowering farms 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through soil sampling, carbon footprinting 
and shared learning.

Home Farm Natural Capital 
An ambitious 25-year environmental plan to 
enhance biodiversity, sequester carbon and 
create wildlife habitats in nearly 50 hectares 
of natural habitat, surrounding the Stoke 
Climsland campus.13,012

farmers trained

Dairy-4-Future and Future Farm
The £3.6m research centre opened in 
2020 to drive improvements in efficiency, 
animal welfare and environmental best 
practice, all while training the next 
generation of agricultural leaders. 

Current projects 

Here are just some of the Rural Business 
School-led initiatives helping to shape 
the future of the rural sector in the 
South West.
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There’s something special about 
stepping outside with a pair of 
scissors or secateurs, and bringing 
the garden indoors, especially when 
the flowers you grow are doing 
good as well as looking beautiful. 

With a sunny spot and a handful of 
well-chosen plants, you can 
grow bouquets that feel natural, 
seasonal, and full of life, while also 
supporting bees, butterflies, and 
other pollinators. 

These plants are easy to grow, 
lovely to arrange, and genuinely 
valuable to pollinators: 

GROW 
YOUR 
OWN 

Aquilegia vulgaris (Columbine) 
– soft, nodding flowers that add 
movement and elegance 

Leucanthemum vulgare (Oxeye 
daisy) – fresh, cheerful blooms that 
bring structure and brightness 

Papaver rhoeas & Papaver 
somniferum (Poppies) – bold 
colour, silky petals, and rich pollen 
for bees 

Centaurea cyanus (Cornflower) 
– a clear blue every bouquet needs, 
loved by bees and butterflies 

Achillea ptarmica (Sneezewort) 
– delicate white clusters that 
soften stronger colours 

bouquet
Agrostemma githago (Corncockle) 
– tall and airy, with an effortless 
meadow feel 

Limonium vulgare (Sea lavender) – 
light, papery texture that lasts well 
when cut 

Top tip 
Most of these flowers prefer 

sun and simple conditions. 
Just avoid over-feeding and sow 
in small batches during spring to 

give you flowers for longer. 
You might find that things 

begin to self-seed, creating 
a truly wild garden! 



4

4 Tie and trim
Secure the stems with a 50cm 

length of twine where your hand 
has been holding them. Trim the 
ends evenly so the posy sits neatly 
in the jug.

1

1 Prepare
Strip leaves from the lower 15cm 

of each stem and trim to around 
30cm. Lay flowers out by type so 
they’re easy to grab.

2 Start
Hold a sturdy piece of foliage 

in your non-dominant hand as the 
anchor stem.

2

3

3 Create the spiral
Add stems one by one at a 

45-degree angle, turning the posy 
slightly as you go. Keep adding 
flowers and foliage in the same 
direction until the shape looks 
balanced. If it doesn’t feel right, put 
it down and start again.

WE SPOKE TO LIZI NEWBURY, 
Floristry and Horticulture 
lecturer at Rosewarne to show 
us how to make the perfect 
spring posy:

Flowers and tools
Spring flowers such as iris, 
daffodils, tulips and hyacinth, 
with filler flowers and foliage.
You’ll need sharp scissors, 
garden twine, and a jug or vase.

Make your own 
FLORAL 
ARRANGEMENT
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5

5 Enjoy
Place in water and enjoy 

your relaxed spring arrangement.

WATCH THE 
VIDEO, AND 
FOLLOW ALONG!



T
EVER SINCE JOSHUA CHALK WAS 
young, he knew he wanted to be a 
football coach. Thanks to Duchy College’s 
Sports Coaching & Development BTEC 
Diploma at Stoke Climsland, Joshua now 
works for Plymouth Argyle, inspiring 
the next generation of talented female 
footballers.

What made you decide to 
study Sports Coaching & 
Development?
I was passionate about 
coaching football and felt 
this course would support 
me to progress into a role at 
a professional club such as 
Plymouth Argyle.

Before starting the course, 
I went to an open day, which 
included a training session
with Plymouth Argyle 
staff. I learnt that football 
training would be a big part 
of the course, which really 
appealed to me.

What did you learn during 
your course?
The most important thing I learnt on the 
course was being able to put together 
coaching plans and deliver them in real 
settings. I still use all of these coaching 
skills in my work now, from planning 
sessions to implementing different 
coaching styles. 

What did you enjoy most about 
your course?
It’s hard to beat training and playing 
football three times a week as a highlight 
of the course!  

What happened after you finished 
your studies?
I was really lucky, in that I was employed 
by Plymouth Argyle while I was still on the 

course, and I haven’t 
looked back since.

Now, I work as the 
Women & Girls 
Football Development 
Officer, where I help to 
increase participation 
in football, reduce the 
barriers to playing, and 
build a clear pathway 
from grassroots games 
to playing higher level 
football.

I love the work that 
I do, as it becomes 
incredibly rewarding 
to see the growth and 

success of the players that you support, 
and the impact you have. 

What advice would you give to someone 
looking to go into football coaching?
I would really recommend studying this 
course to anyone who sees a career in the 
sports industry. The course opens up a 
lot of doors, whether that’s future work 
opportunities or studying at university.

TURNING PASSION INTO A

Plymouth Argyle FC

Profession
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T “The course opens 
up a lot of doors, 

whether that’s future 
work opportunities or 

studying at university.” 
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Glorious
GRADUATES

TRURO CATHEDRAL IS THE 
stunning setting for our annual 
graduation ceremony. This 
November, more than 250 
students celebrated their 
academic success in style, cheered 
on by their friends and family.  

Graduates from Cornwall 
College University Centre at the 
Eden Project, Cornwall College 
University Centre Newquay, Duchy 
College, Bicton College, Falmouth 
Marine School, The Golf Education 
Partnership and Cornwall College 
University Centre, came together 
to mark their achievements.  

Rob Bosworth, CEO of Cornwall 
College Group (CCG), praised 
graduates on their achievement:

“Throughout their studies, they’ve 
overcome challenges, balanced 
commitments and developed 
skills that will serve them for 
life. The expertise they’ve gained 
through our university centres 
across Cornwall will now help them 
make their mark on the world, 
as professionals, innovators and 
leaders in their communities.”

 “Earning a degree is never easy, 
and each of our graduates has shown 
remarkable resilience, determination 
and passion to reach this moment.” 

ROB BOSWORTH, CEO OF CORNWALL COLLEGE GROUP

Reaching
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CORNWALL COLLEGE GROUP HAS 
BEEN GRANTED FULL BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE AWARDING POWERS 
by the Office for Students (OfS), 
enhancing opportunities and 
supporting regional growth.

This means that the College 
will now be able to design and 
deliver its own degrees,
extending its current foundation 
degree awarding powers. This 
new status allows us to build 
programmes that are employer-
led, industry-aligned, and 
directly tailored to the needs of 
local communities and businesses.

The OfS report highlighted 
the College’s strong student 
partnership, and impressive 
performance review processes 
for staff, along with a significant 
engagement with industry. They 

were particularly impressed 
with how experts actively help 
to shape teaching, learning and 
assessments, while students 
benefit from field work and 
placements that increase their 
employability.

Dr Jennie Jordan, Head of Higher 
Education at CCG, said:
 “This is an exciting milestone for 
higher education in Cornwall.

“Achieving full degree awarding 
powers marks a major step 
forward. It means we can create 

high-quality, career-focused 
degrees that directly respond to 
the skills needed now and in the 
future across Cornwall’s industries.

“This opens up incredible 
opportunities for people in 

Cornwall to access higher 
education locally, gain 
qualifications aligned with real 
career pathways and contribute 
to the growth and success of our 
region.” 

Reaching
NEW HEIGHTS

 “This is an exciting milestone for 
higher education in Cornwall.” 

DR JENNIE JORDAN, HEAD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
AT CORNWALL COLLEGE GROUP
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CAMBORNE TO 

Tokyo
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FOR JACOB BOLTON, STUDYING MILITARY 
and Protective Services was more 
than a step in his education, it was the 
foundation that prepared him for life 
in the Royal Navy and the demands of 
military aviation.

Now serving as an Air Engineer Technician 
(Mechanical) in the Royal Navy, Jacob 
works on the Merlin Mk2 aircraft, where 
precision, discipline and teamwork are 
essential. His role involves everything 
from routine servicing and maintenance 
to marshalling and deep restoration of the 
aircraft’s airframe.

Jacob studied the Level 3 Military & 
Protective Services (MaPS) course at 
Cornwall College’s Camborne campus, 
achieving a Distinction Star before 
continuing onto the Level 3 Extended 
course, where he was again awarded 
a Distinction.

Reflecting on his time at college, Jacob 
says the MaPS course gave him far more 
than academic qualifications.

“I enjoyed my time back at Cornwall 
College and it more than prepared me 
for what lay ahead in Basic Training and 
beyond,” he said.

 “The MaPS course taught me discipline, 
rank structure and how to look after 

myself mentally and physically… 
it prepared me for what lay ahead in 

Basic Training and beyond.” 
JACOB BOLTON

The skills Jacob developed during 
the course continue to play a key role 
in his everyday working life. From 
understanding rank structure and 
discipline to maintaining mental and 
physical wellbeing, the course closely 
mirrored the realities of military service.

“Yes, I still use what I learnt,” Jacob 
explained. “The MaPS course taught me 
all about discipline, rank structure, mental 
and physical wellness and much more. The 
coursework prepared me for the task books 
I had to complete during training, especially 
in terms of structure and language.”

Jacob’s journey into the Royal Navy began 
early. Just weeks into his first year on 
the MaPS course, he applied to his local 
Armed Forces Careers Office in Redruth 
and secured an interview. With his career 
goal already in sight, the two years he 
spent at college became an opportunity 
to sharpen his skills and prepare fully for 
basic training.

By the time Jacob reached the end of his 
course, his joining date for the Royal Navy 

was only weeks 
away. With the 
support of his tutors, 
he was fast-tracked 
through his final 
assignments, 
completing them 
early and leaving 
college with two 
diplomas – before 
joining the Navy 
shortly afterwards.

Now focused 
on progressing 

towards a supervisory role within the 
mechanical side of engineering, Jacob 
credits Cornwall College with giving him 
the confidence, structure and resilience 
needed to succeed.

Since Jacob’s time with Cornwall College, 
MaPS has found a new home at Duchy 
College Rosewarne. The campus is 
perfectly suited for the field work and 
physical training required to prepare 
learners for basic training and beyond.

Tokyo
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100  years



WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE BEEN 
transforming lives, powering skills and 
enriching our communities for 100 years 
across the Cornwall College Group.  

Place 
We are deeply rooted in the communities 
we serve. This means that we work hand 
in hand with local people and partners 
to make sure that we’re providing the 
right courses to support local growth and 
productivity, as well as driving ambition 
and opportunities for our students.  

“We celebrate the places our campuses are 
based in, and the differences that make 
them unique, ensuring that our curriculum 
reflects and helps drive this energy.” 

Rob Bosworth, Chief Executive Officer at 
Cornwall College Group 

People 
Our success is only possible with the 
help of our dedicated staff members 
and partners, including local authorities, 
employers, universities and community 
organisations.  

Within our colleges, we are investing in 
professional development, and promoting 
flexible and inclusive working practices to 
make sure our staff are highly trained and 
motivated to help students reach their 
full potential. 

In the local community, we’re building 
strong relationships to ensure that we’re 
providing world-class education and 
teaching real, practical skills that will 
benefit both learners and their 
future employers. 

Provision 
We believe that education should provide 
people with the skills they need to succeed 
in the future. The courses we provide are 
driven by demand, helping to fill skills 
gaps in the local area, from agriculture and 
countryside management to land-based 
engineering and technology. In order to 
support these courses, we hire experienced 
staff to teach in industry-standard 
facilities, and provide students with plenty 
of real-world work experiences to prepare 
them for the next steps into careers or 
further study.
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OF TRANSFORMING LIVES
100  years

 “We celebrate the places 
our campuses are based in, 

and the differences that make 
them unique, ensuring that our 
curriculum reflects and helps 

drive this energy.” 
ROB BOSWORTH, CEO OF CORNWALL COLLEGE GROUP



HHedgehogs
HELP THE

Hedgehogs are now on the 
Red List: “Vulnerable to extinction”

We spoke with Jayne (our Industry 
Placement & Work Experience 
Co-ordinator) and part-time 
hedgehog rescuer at Bits & Bobs 
at Hoglodge, to discuss ways we 
can help improve numbers in our 
local areas.

Did you 
know?

There are 17 species of 
hedgehog in the world, but 

the UK is home to only 
one species of these 

elusive creatures.

Put out shallow bowls of water 
and some kitten food. Creating a 
feeding station will keep the food 
dry and keep other animals. 

Leave space in your fence for 
them to come and go. The average 
hedgehog roams 2km a night 
looking for food, somewhere to 
nest and a mate!

Build a Hedgehog 
House. They are easy 
to make and take up 
a small corner of your 
garden.

Never offer milk to hedgehogs or 
feed mealworms! Hedgehogs are 
lactose intolerant and mealworms 
can lead to metabolic bone disease.

What can you do to help?
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Hedgehogs

Bits & Bobs at Hoglodge is a self-funded, non-profit, 
group of five rescuers who cover most of South East 
Cornwall. Jayne, Dee, Chris, Aysha and Debbie 
were trained at the Vale Animal Hospital and 
listed with the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society (BHPS) to rescue, 
treat and rehabilitate hedgehogs.

FREE 
one-day course

An introduction to 
Wildlife Conservation

Spotted a hedgehog out in the 
day? While it might look ok, it’s in 
serious need of help! 

1 Use gardening gloves or clothing 
to place the animal onto a 		

	 towel, in a cosy cardboard box 

2 Place the box in a warm and 
quiet location

3 Fill a hot water bottle and put 
it in the box (leaving room for 	

		 the hedgehog to move about)

4 Cover the hedgehog in 		
a towel

5 Contact a rescue centre – 
helpwildlife.co.uk 

Just remember – out in the day? Not OK! 

If you’re interested in welcoming 
more than just hedgehogs into your 
garden, here are some handy tips 
to create a space that will welcome 
a variety of wildlife!

Keep a year-round source of water 
in your garden. Whether you 
provide a shallow dish or want to 
create a pond, water can provide 
more than somewhere to drink for 
amphibians, insects and birds.

Create some new housing. You 
can keep houses for more than 
just birds, including bees, bugs, 
butterflies and hedgehogs!

Grow a wild patch. Allowing some 
areas to grow wild will create a 
diverse and welcoming habitat. 
Short on space? You can grow a small 
wildflower garden in a plant pot!

Wildlife corridors. Much like 
hedgehogs, other wildlife will 
benefit from gaps in your fence and 
boundaries. 

Avoid using harsh chemicals. 
Where possible, avoid using harsh 
chemicals on your plants and lawn. 
Chemicals and poisons enter the 
food chain and can cause harm to 
more than just one animal.

For more great tips, guides and 
information, Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust has a 
whole page dedicated 
to how we can do 
our part.

Welcome wildlife to your garden
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AA caring 
CAREER CHANGE

BRUCE THOMPSON LOVED WORKING 
with animals, but after seven years 
working at Pets at Home, he decided 
that he needed to make a career change. 
So, Bruce began some looking into the 
available options, before deciding that 
veterinary nursing was exactly what he 
wanted to do. 

Through his extensive research, he 
discovered that an apprenticeship would 
be the best way to begin his new career – 
studying theory at our Rosewarne campus, 
while carrying out practical training at 
Penmellyn Vets in St Columb. 

Bruce said: “I’m really enjoying this course 
– combining the theory side of things that 
you learn in college with the practical side, 
and being able to carry out all of these 
things in reality. It’s a super appealing way 
of learning for me.” 

When asked what advice he’d give to 
anyone looking to join the field, Bruce said: 
“I would say it's a tough road sometimes 
because you're dealing with animals that 
are struggling. It can also be a little bit 
mentally challenging to go through that 
but it's totally worth it when you just think 
about the good work that you're doing. 
Plus, it's very rewarding when you see the 
animals go home at the end of the day.” 

Apprenticeship focus
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THIS YEAR, WE CELEBRATED THE 
9th Apprenticeship Games, which 
is held each year to celebrate 
National Apprenticeship Week. 

The event brings together teams 
of apprentices from businesses 
across the South West to put their 
leadership, communication, and 
teamworking skills to the test in 
a range of challenges set by our 
curriculum staff.  

Apprenticeship

From mocktail making to tractor 
driving, and nail art to muddy runs, 
the Apprenticeship Games are 
designed to push apprentices out 
of their comfort zone! 

This year, we are pleased to 
announce that the Games were 
won by a team from Pendennis 
Shipyard, who put on a sterling 
show across throughout challenges 
as varied as cooking, lorry pulling, 
and makeup artistry! Apprentices 
from Pendennis are no strangers 
to winning, having scooped the top 
spot in both 2018 and 2020. 

GAMES
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Shaping the future 
of farming 

HOLLY MAY IS ON A ROLL. SHE’S NOT 
only been selected as Student Governor, 
representing the views of students at 
Duchy College Stoke Climsland, but she’s 
also been awarded a special bursary to 
support her learning. 

Studying the FdSc in Agriculture, Holly 
is taking a generational love of farming 
and bringing it into the 21st century. She’s 
using new techniques learned during her 
time at Duchy College Stoke Climsland 
and combining them with more traditional 
methods. 

Holly was awarded a Cornish Mutual 
Young Farmer Higher Education Bursary 
in recognition of her impressive vision for 
the future of British agriculture, and the 
role she hopes to play within it.  

Growing up on her family’s 400-acre 
beef farm, she developed a passion for 
livestock and land management from an 
early age, alongside a determination to 
challenge traditional perceptions around 
women in farming. 

She said: “Coming from a very traditional 
farming family, the men are encouraged to 
farm and the girls to do the bookkeeping, 
and as a young female in farming I am 
breaking that mould. 

“The next generation of farmers will play 
a vital role in shaping a stronger, more 
sustainable and more inclusive industry. 
My goal is to be one of them, contributing 
to the future of British beef farming 
through innovation, responsibility and a 
commitment to continuous learning.” 

 “Coming from a very 
traditional farming family, 
the men are encouraged to 
farm and the girls to do the 

bookkeeping, and as a young 
female in farming, I am 
breaking that mould.” 

Breaking
THE MOULD
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COWS AND HORSES AREN’T THE ONLY 
residents of Duchy College

Step away from the farms and stables and 
you might just spot some of the smaller 
animals in our care, many of whom have 
been rescued or rehomed and now help to 
teach the next generation of zookeepers, 
animal trainers, and animal welfare officers. 

Nala 
Nala recently came to us 

with her brother, Simba and 
everyone has fallen in love 

with their lopped ears.

Animals!
MEET THE

Yoda 

Yoda was named 
either for their ears or 
mastery of The Force.
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Gordon 

Gordon the bearded dragon 
used to live at Porfell Wildlife 
Park before coming to live at 
Stoke Climsland. However, 
unlike his famous namesake, 
he prefers the heat from his 
bathing rock, opposed to the 
heat from a Hollywood 
kitchen! 

Prince Charming  

Prince Charming is one of our 
resident guinea pigs. He might 

look shy at first, but pass him a 
dandelion leaf and you’ll easily 

win his heart. 

Hori 

Hori the leopard tortoise has been 
with us for some time. You’ll find 

him free roaming in the exotic 
room at Stoke Climsland, or 

basking in the sunshine during 
the warmer months. 

Wilson  

Crested geckos were 
thought to be extinct until 
1994, when they were 
discovered on a remote 
North Caledonian island 
in the Southwest Pacific, 
which is why we are so 
happy to have Wilson with 
us at Stoke Climsland. We 
can imagine Wilson enjoying 
the peace of a desert island! 

Tesco 

Tesco the corn snake gave 
someone quite the shock when 
she was found living in a shoe. 
She was quickly moved to 
a Tesco carrier bag before a 
suitable home was found. She has 
now found her way to us and has 
kept her iconic name. 



Learning traditional 
techniques 

Horticulture apprentices from 
Duchy College Rosewarne have 
been visiting Trevince Estate in 
Gwennap to learn about some 
of the techniques used across 
the 200-year-old grounds. This 
includes a full site tour from the 
head gardener, along with practical 
activities around espalier fruit 
tree pruning. 

News in brief
Stories from around our campuses and communities

Top honours 
for Emily 

Duchy College Stoke Climsland 
student Emily Borner was one of 
just three sea cadets named Royal 
Navy First Sea Lord Cadet last year. 
This prestigious honour was given 
in recognition of her dedication and 
ability to inspire others. As part of 
the role, Emily was invited to the 
MOD headquarters in London and 
visited 10 Downing Street. 

Great growth 
at Rosewarne 

We’ve seen amazing growth in our 
Agriculture offering at Rosewarne, 
with the number of learners 
leaping from four to 34 in just one 
year. These students are working 
hard ploughing and seeding the 
farmland, preparing the ground for 
the introduction of livestock.  

From the classroom 
to the community 

Working with Antony House 
– a National Trust property in 
Torpoint – Employment Pathway 
students from Duchy College 
Stoke Climsland are supporting 
with many aspects of ground 
maintenance to improve their skills 
and work towards a future career. 

Independence Pathway students 
have also been visiting Bowden 
Derra Park where they have been 
working on an ‘Eco Enterprise’ 
project, recycling items for an 
outdoor music making station.  

In 2025, Duchy College staff and students raised more than 
£17k for charity across both campuses, with activities 
including a number of demanding physical challenges.  
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•	 Agricultural & Countryside 		
	 Management
•	 Animal Management 			
	 & Veterinary Nursing
•	 Arts & Media
•	 Business Skills
•	 Catering
•	 Children, Schools & Families
•	 Construction & Carpentry
•	 Engineering
•	 English & Maths
•	 Environmental Sustainability 
•	 Equine

•	 Horticulture, Floristry 
	 & Arboriculture
•	 Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy
•	 Health, Social Care & Education
•	 Gardening
•	 Land-based Engineering  
	 & Technology
•	 Motor Vehicle
•	 Sports & Fitness

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SEE MEMORIES 
of our campuses through the years

Duchy College 
THROUGH THE YEARS  

Our campuses have been 
at the heart of Cornwall’s 
agricultural community for 
decades, providing specialist 
training and skills in a range 
of subjects.

Lifelong learning

FIND OUT 
MORE

WHETHER YOU WANT TO DEVELOP SKILLS, START A NEW HOBBY, 
improve your wellbeing, or even find inspiration for your next career 
move, we have a range of practical, flexible adult courses to suit you: 



Dog 
grooming

Pamper your pooch at 
Duchy College

From the tiniest toy poodle, to the largest 
Leonberger, your dogs will be in safe hands 

with our dedicated team of students, guided 
by experienced professional trainers.  

Check out our website for the full list 
of treatments and prices. 

Livery 
packages

Professional care 
for your horse

Our stunning Duchy College Stoke Climsland 
campus includes facilities such as our solarium, 

horse walker and hot wash, along with indoor 
and outdoor arenas, and turnout options. 

Check out our website for the full list 
of packages and prices.  

ROSEWARNE STOKE CLIMSLAND




