
Welcome to the July 2024 edition of our Alumni Newsletter.  

As we approach the Summer break, we wanted to bring our past students and staff up to date with what
has been happening at Charters School since Easter.

We’ve tried to share a range of articles and would love to feature more of our past students in future
publications.

If you would like to reconnect with your classmates or colleagues, tell us about something that you’ve
taken part in, or could help inspire a current student, please do get in touch as we’d love to hear from
you.

Click on the icons below to choose how you would like to connect with us:

                              The Alumni Facebook 

                              Email our Marketing Team 

Hattie to represent GB at Paris Olympics

July 2024
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Welcome

We are delighted to report that alumnus Hattie Taylor has once again been selected to represent Great
Britain as part of the rowing team at this summer's Olympic Games in Paris.
Hattie has switched from the Women's Four in Tokyo to the Women's Eight in Paris and will compete
alongside Heidi Long, Rowan McKellar, Holly Dunford, Lauren Irwin, Eve Stewart, Annie Campbell-Orde
and Emily Ford.

The British Olympic Association unveiled the 42 athletes who have been selected, across 10 boats, to
represent Team GB at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games at Kew Gardens in South West London in June.

We are extremely proud of Hattie
and wish her all the best for the
forthcoming Games. 

She has agreed to be our guest
speaker at the Celebration of
Achievement evening in
September, and we are looking
forward to hearing about her
experience as an elite athlete.

Go team GB!

https://www.facebook.com/ChartersSchoolAlumni/
mailto:marketing@chartersschool.org.uk


WHAT HAVE OUR CURRENT STUDENTS BEEN GETTING UP TO THIS TERM?

Sixth Form News
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Sixth Form News
WHAT HAVE OUR CURRENT STUDENTS BEEN GETTING UP TO THIS TERM?
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Following her participation in the Charters Three Peaks Challenge, Miss De'Ath writes...

I am going to start with a Thank you! When we first agreed to this challenge I thought £10,000 was a very
ambitious target, but with the amazing community we have around us I am really pleased to say we have
achieved it, and the total currently stands at £10,182.52! 

We set off from school on Thursday 27 July and arrived at Ben Nevis in good time on Friday. We were due
to start at 16:00 but decided to bring this forward an hour due to the awful weather forecast. This would
give us an extra hour of daylight if something was the go wrong! Thankfully we didn’t need it - we made it to
the top in 2hrs 10 minutes and were hit by 40mph winds, with no visibility. At the click of your fingers we
went from being really quite warm from climbing, to freezing in the -8° windchill! Hats and gloves were
hurriedly put on as we powered to the bottom and made it to the bus in 4hrs 5 minutes. 

Brilliant! We were an hour ahead of our schedule, but we were soon to learn that this would very quickly
disappear! There were roadworks 10 minutes away from Scafell Pike!!! This meant either a 100 mile
diversion, or drive an hour and walk an extra 8km! We chose the latter! For me, Scafell was my low point. It
went on and on with difficult navigation, and boulder fields on the top that just seemed like you were not
making any progress! We made it back down by 07:30 and then had 7.5 hours to complete the challenge. 

Three Peaks Challenge 28-29 June 2024
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10 members of staff

Challenge completed
23 hours 50 minutes

Over £10,000 raised
for Unity Fund



Everyone was excited as this was still really doable, even though it would take 4 hours to drive to Snowdon!
We had breakfast on the go in the bus, praying we didn’t get stuck in traffic, and those prayers were
answered. We set off walking with 2hrs 55mins left on the clock and Mr Ruddle setting a great pace up the
Pyg Track, climbing to the top in 1hour 30.

This was now a team on a mission! Descending, we bump into a familiar face... Mr Hancock!!! He had driven
over to spur us on for the last leg and was just what we needed! The descent was busy, with lots of “excuse
me please, team on a time mission”. Thankfully the majority moved aside! At the bottom of the Miners Track
it was 14:20, and time for a jog to the finish on very tired legs! The gate was in sight, the pace picked up and
we finished at 14:50! 

This was a fantastic endurance challenge and really does show if you dig deep everything is possible! Thank
you everyone for your supportive messages, it really did help to push the team through!

Charters School would also like to thank all those who helped us reach our target of raising £10,000 for our
Unity Fund.
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Three Peaks Challenge 28-29 June 2024
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EVE HUMPHREY                                                                                  ATTENDED CHARTERS 2012 - 2019
Where are they now...

Eve Humphry has always had the theatre in her blood! She threw herself into life at Charters and from the off,
Drama featured heavily. She was involved with local youth theatre outside of school, and appeared in many
productions in school - and it was her comedy that made her stand out and was really her thing!… 

Eve did well in her exams, achieved the highest grade
in Theatre Studies at A Level and had already decided
to audition for Drama School as her next step.  During
this competitive process she attended Artemis College
(South Hill Park) for the required post A Level
‘performing arts’ year and was then accepted onto the
Guildford School of Acting ‘Musical Theatre’
Foundation course the following year.  This led to her
successfully joining the prestigious Mountview Drama
School where she completed her degree in Musical
Theatre. 

This academic year, during the first of her final year shows, Eve
was spotted by a casting agent and asked to join auditions for
Starlight Express London: the high speed show about a child’s
train set that magically comes to life with engines racing to be
the fastest in the world as they are inspired by the legend of
the ‘Starlight Express’. 

After a number of different audition stages, Eve was offered
the part of Dinah. For those of you unfamiliar with the show,
the entire cast hurtle around the theatre at high speed...on
wheels! So now all Eve had to do was learn to stake! 

It is incredibly hard work with Eve performing in nine
shows each week this summer, but she is having the time of
her life! It is an amazing, high energy, entertaining show - a
must-see experience… you won’t be disappointed!

Skate School began in February with four months of
intense training and rehearsals and the show opened on
Saturday 8 June which was Eve’s professional debut.



Some things never change!
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How many of you remember Handling the News Day? The cutting below is from Ascot News and is dated
26th April 1991. It may come as a surprise, but students in Year 9 are still taking part in this event each year!

It is now part of our Curriculum Enrichment Day which takes
place annually during the Summer term and is developed and
run by the English  department.

Our Year 9 students become journalists, editors and art
directors for the day as they create content for a range of
different newspapers. 

News stories have to be carefully chosen to ensure they have the
'best fit' with their newspaper's demographic, and it soon becomes
clear to the students that this varies depending on their paper's
political view and if they work on a tabloid or a broadsheet. 

The front page of each paper was judged this year by award-
winning journalist & Charters Trustee, James Toney, so there was a
lot to compete for!

Like we say... some things never change!



The Maine Centre garden is being transformed into an interactive learning space, and with the help of some
Charters students and teacher Paul Watts, the area is really taking shape. We were incredibly fortunate to
receive a donation of flowers and herbs from local business Little Muddy Boots. The array of plants were
part of their Children's Garden exhibit at Royal Windsor Flower Show, and the company's founder not only
gifted them to the school but also took time out of her busy schedule to deliver a workshop to the students.

Mr Watts works regularly with groups of students in this evolving garden.  Redeveloping the Maine Centre
garden into a multi-purpose interactive learning space is giving our young people a sense of community and
pride not possible in traditional classroom settings, and we have recently been fortunate to receive a grant
from the Ascot Round Table for £15,000 to help develop the initiative.

Maine Centre Garden
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Hannah explained how to prepare the soil, plan a planting
scheme and look after the plants which included herbs such
as fennel, sage and rosemary and colourful plants such as
white astilbe, purple salvia and lilac campanula.
The planting scheme is a curated palette of pastel shades
which not only look attractive, but will encourage
biodiversity in the plot; attracting bees, butterflies and
other pollinators.

When asked what motivated her to donate the show
garden to Charters, Hannah said, "Our core mission at Little
Muddy Boots is to get more children - of any age - outside
in nature regularly and for them to reap the positive mental
wellbeing that comes from gardening. When we were asked
to create the Children’s Garden at The Royal Windsor
Flower Show, it seemed a great opportunity to collate
plants that boost local biodiversity and that could be gifted
to a fantastic local school like Charters to be enjoyed long
after the show."



Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/ChartersSchoolAlumni/[23/07/2024 15:32:23]
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