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ABOUT
OVERTURE CENTER
FOR THE ARTS

RESIDENT
ORGANIZATIONS

Bach Dancing and Dynamite Society
Children’s Theater of Madison

Forward Theater Company

Kanopy Dance Company

Li Chiao-Ping Dance Company

Madison Ballet

Madison Opera

Madison Symphony Orchestra

Wisconsin Academy’s James Watrous Gallery
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra

Overture

CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with
world-class venues for the performing and visual arts. Made possible by an
extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in
a wide variety of disciplines for diverse audiences. Offerings include
performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet,
modern and jazz dance. Overture Center’s extensive outreach and
educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually,
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and
people with disabilities. The center is also home to ten independent
resident organizations.

Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to
provide the best possible environment for artists and audiences, as well as
to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces range
from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate
Rotunda Stage. The renovated Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110,
and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose spaces
provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture
Center also features several art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries |, || and
Il display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery features
regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations.
The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters’ Watrous Gallery
displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.
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Dear Teachers,

In this resource guide you will find valuable information that will
help you apply your academic goals to your students’ performance
experience. We have included suggestions for activities which can
help you prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-
up activities, and additional resources you can access on the web.
Along with these activities and resources, we've also included the
applicable Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align
the experience with your curriculum requirements.

This Educator’s Resource Guide for this OnStage presentation of
Cirque Mechanics - Tilt! is designed to:

* Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and further reading which promote
learning across the curriculum;

* Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of music,
science, storytelling and theatre;

* lllustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, custom,
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture;

Image courtesy of Cirque Mechanics

* Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to

celebrate students’ own heritage through self-reflection; Table of Contents

* Maximize students’” enjoyment and appreciation of the Cirque Mechanics” Study Guide for
performance. Tilt e 4 - 28
W? hopfe this Rerformance and the suggestions in Fhis resource Be Your Own Critic ceeeeenuersuensucsuesneennes 29
guide will provide you and your students opportunities to apply art

learning in your curricula, expanding it in new and enriching ways. Academic Standards.....coceerueenneirniinneenne 30
Enjoy the Show! About Live Performance ....cccevvueeeeneennnne 31

We Want Your Feedback!

OnStage performances can be evaluated online! Evaluations are
vital to the future and funding of this program. Your feedback
educates us about the ways the program is utilized and we often
implement your suggestions.

Follow this link: https://form.jotform.com/252614119409152

and fill out an evaluation. We look forward to hearing from you.

Education Categories

@ Language Arts Social Emotional Social Studies

Science


https://form.jotform.com/252614119409152
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Premiere: UNLV Performing Arts Center — October 4, 2025

Touring nationwide Fall 2025-Spring 2026

Tilt! A Circus Thrill Ride
Study Guide for Students & Teachers

Presented by Cirque Mechanics
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BE YOUR OWN CRITIC

Now it is your turn to tell us what you thought about the performance that you saw at Overture
Center! Use this worksheet to brainstorm some ideas. Make sure to use specific examples from the
performance. If you forgot anything, ask your friends and teachers who went to the show with you.

Turn your ideas into a rough draft and then send a final copy to us!

| saw

(SHOW TITLE)
Overture Center is... What would you say this show is about?
§§\\\|'//4/ because...
NS
///‘|\‘§ -
Two things that | really loved about Two things that could have been better
the performance were... in the performance were...

']
2]

| thought the artistic elements (scenery, | would want to meet the character...

sound/music, lighting, costumes) were...

because... ’ in real life because...
°
[}

If | could ask the performer(s) a question, Imagine that you're telling a friend about
| would ask them... this show. What would you say?

? ®
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Wisconsin Academic

Standards

Theatre Education (Wisconsin Standards

for Theatre Education 2018)

Standard 3 - Respond
TP.R.4.i: Analysis - Identify separate elements in
a theatrical work such as characters, plot, and
performance elements.
TP.R.5.i: Reflection - Identify separate elements
in a theatrical work such as characters, plot, and
performance elements.
TP.R.6.i: View Performance - Demonstrate
developmentally appropriate audience etiquette.

Standard 4 - Connect
TP.Cn.5.i: Cultural Social Context - Explain how
theatre relates to self, others, and the world.
TP.Cn.6.i: Research - |dentify the “given
circumstances,” environmental and situational
conditions that influence a theatrical work.
TP.Cn.8.i: Cross Disciplinary - Identify how
theatre connects to literature and social studies.

Dance

Respond
D.D.R.5.i: Dance Literacy
Identify dance specific vocabulary through
verbal, physical, written, and/or digital means.
D.D.R.6.i: Reflection
Explain how movement communicates feelings
and ideas through examples.
D.D.R.7.i: Analysis
Describe the various components and movement
characteristics of the performance.
D.D.R.8.i: View Performance
Demonstrate developmentally appropriate
etiquette skills with guidance in response to a
performance.
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Connect
D.D.Cn.5.i: Cultural Social Awareness
Explain how dance relates to self, others, and the
world.
D.D.Chn.6.i: Career Connections
Examine dance professions and describe how
dance skills translate to other careers.
D.D.Cn.7.i: Cross Disciplinary
Explore how dance and other content areas
interrelate.
D.D.Chn.s.i: Life Skills
Demonstrate an understanding of how dance can
influence healthy lifestyle choices.

SOCial StUdieS (Wisconsin Standards for Social
Studies 2018)

Behavioral Studlies

SS.BH2.a.4-5 Compare how people from different
cultures solve common problems, such as distribution of
food, shelter, and social interactions.

SS.BH2.b.4 Give examples of how peoples from different
cultures develop different values and ways of interpreting
experiences.

W0r|d Languages (Wisconsin Standards for

World Languages, 2019)

IC.CLL.2 - Investigate, explain, and reflect on cultural
practices and products.

Cn.PS.1 - Connect cultural practices to perspectives and
products of other disciplines.

Social and Emotional Learning
(Wisconsin SEL Standards, 2018)

Self-Awareness — Recognize personal strengths, identity, and
emotions.
Social Awareness - Respect and value cultural diversity.
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About Live Performance

Theater, unlike movies or television, is a LIVE
performance. This means that the action unfolds right in
front of an audience, and the performance is constantly
evolving. The artists respond to the audience’s laughter,
clapping, gasps and general reactions. Therefore, the
audience is a critical part of the theater experience. In fact,
without you in the audience, the artists would still be in
rehearsal!

Remember, you are sharing this performance space with
the artists and other audience members. Your considerate
behavior allows everyone to enjoy a positive theater
experience.

Prepare: Be sure to use the restroom before the show
begins!

Find Your Seat: When the performance is about to
begin, the lights will dim. This is a signal for the artists and
the audience to put aside conversations. Settle into your
seat and get ready to enjoy the show!

Look and Listen: There is so much to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and so much to see (costumes, props,
set design, lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if
you miss something.

Energy and Focus: Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The audience gives energy
to the artist, who uses that energy to give life to the performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel
that you are with them!

Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. They approach their audiences with
respect, and expect the same from you in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.

Laugh Out Loud: If something is funny, it's good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled
when the audience is engaged and responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and really enjoy your time at the
theater.

Discover New Worlds: Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look inward, and question what is
being presented to you. Be curious about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and lives previously
unknown to you. Your open mind, curiosity, and respect will allow a whole other world to unfold right before your eyes!

Please, don’t feed the audience: Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.

Unplug: Please turn off all cell phones and other electronics before the performance. Photographs and recording
devices are prohibited.
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OnStage is supported in part by: American Girl’s Fund for Children,
Madison Community Foundation, Nelnet and Patrick & Linda
McKenna and contributions to Overture Center for the Arts.

Overture Center’s mission is to

. )

support and elevate our community’s
creative culture, economy

and quality of life through the arts.

overture.org/onstage
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