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Mayor’s Welcome
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@HarvardParksand
RecreationDepartment

heiliger@cityofharvard.org

201 W Diggins St
Harvard, IL  60033

We are excited to continue growing our Parks
and Recreation Department activities and
events for all ages. In this guide you should
find all the information you need to sign up
using the City’s RecDesk website. Thank you to
the Parks & Recreation Committee for
investing in this new direction for City services.
Thank you to our Parks & Recreation Director
for bringing everything together. As
participation grows, we look forward to
expanding our activities even more.

Mayor Michael P. Kelly

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HarvardParksAndRecreationDepartment
https://www.facebook.com/HarvardParksAndRecreationDepartment
mailto:heiliger@cityofharvard.org
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Parks & Facilities List

5. Harvard Aquatic Center
607 Galvin Parkway

6. Harvard Community Senior Center
6817 Harvard Hills Road

8. Harvard Dog Park
300 Lawrence Road

1. Country Brook Neighborhood Park
Meadow Lane

2. HERS League Fields
Galvin Parkway

3. Jaycee Park
Galvin Parkway

4. Lions Park
Galvin Parkway

7. Mary D Ayer Neighborhood Park
250 W. Park Street

9. Milky Way Park
300 Lawrence Road

10. Moose Athletic Field
707 W. Diggins Street

11. Northfield Neighborhood Park
1204 8th Street

12. Park Pointe Neighborhood Park
Galvin Parkway

13. Shadow Creek North Neighborhood Park
Casey Lane

14. Shadow Creek South Neighborhood Park
Joanne Lane

harvard.recdesk.com

Map provided by McHenry County GIS Department 

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
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There are 3 ways to reserve a park shelter!

Online at harvard.recdesk.com in the Facilities tab1.
In-Person at City Hall, 201 W. Diggins St, Monday through Friday 8AM-5PM2.
Mail your rental request form (found in the back of this Activity Guide) to:3.

       Parks and Recreation Department
       City of Harvard
       PO Box 310
       Harvard, IL 60033

Park Shelter Rentals

harvard.recdesk.com

Community Garden Plots
Looking for a place to connect with nature
and neighbors? Our new community
garden plots are the perfect space to
grow your own fruits, vegetables, flowers,
and friendships! 

Spaces are limited—reserve your plot today
and watch your community and garden
thrive together!

To reserve a plot, visit harvard.recdesk.com
in the Memberships tab.

Built by Daniel Howe from Troop 171 for his Eagle Scout Project
Funded by a grant from Illinois Realtors

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
http://harvard.recdesk.com/
http://harvard.recdesk.com/
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Harvard Dog Park

Drop in to the Harvard Dog Park
any time between dawn and

dusk! Help your dog socialize, get
exercise, and have fun!

Milky Way Park
300 Lawrence Road

harvard.recdesk.com

The only free
dog park in
McHenry
County!

No membership or fees required!

Disc Golf Course
Lions Park
607 Galvin Parkway

DISC GOLF INTRO CLINIC
Join us for a fun and engaging clinic perfect for
beginners and those looking to sharpen their skills!
Learn the fundamentals of this exciting and
accessible sport, including proper throwing
techniques, disc selection, and basic rules of play.  
Whether you're new to the game or just want to
improve, this clinic is a great way to get outside,
meet fellow players, and enjoy the thrill of disc golf.
Discs provided. Weather dependent.
Instructor: William Rockcastle
Ages: ALL     Location: Lions Park Shelter
Min/Max: NA     
Cost: NA
Reg Code HF024 Sunday, 5/18 (1 day) 3-5PM

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=127


Pool Season Information
Harvard Aquatic Center
607 Galvin Parkway 
Harvard, IL 60033
(815) 919-7411

Opening Day: June 2
Anticipated Weekday Closing: August 8
Anticipated Weekend Closing: August 24

5harvard.recdesk.com

http://harvard.recdesk.com/


Pool Special Events

Industrial Workers of the World Day & Banking Appreciation DayFRIDAY, JUNE 27: 

FRIDAY, JULY 25: Christmas in July
Swim to holiday tunes and play some reindeer games to celebrate Christmas in July!

EVERY FRIDAY 5-7PM: Noodle Night
Bring your pool noodle and have even more fun in the water! A limited number of noodles will be available to rent
at the concession stand. Inflatable toys and floaties are not allowed.

EVERY MONDAY 7:15-9:15 PM: Tween Night
Tweens going into 5th-8th grade get the pool to themselves! Season passholders only. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 2-3PM: Poolside BINGO
Try your luck at BINGO and you could win a free ice cream treat from the concession stand!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7: Educator Appreciation Day
Wrap up the end of summer with a free day at the pool for educators! Proof of employment required.
Accompanying children or adults will be charged the regular daily fee.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28: First Responder Appreciation Day
Usually celebrated on October 28, First Responder Appreciation Day at the pool means that law enforcement
officers, EMTs/paramedics, fire service members, doctors, nurses, and public works employees can also enjoy the
pool for free! Proof of employment required. Accompanying children or adults will be charged the regular daily
fee.

TUESDAY, JULY 1: Postal Worker & Retail Worker Appreciation Day
National Postal Worker Day is July 1! We want to show our love for all those who deliver our mail and packages so,
take a dip in the pool on us! Retail Worker Appreciation Day is December 12, but you can celebrate early with free
pool admission for the day! Proof of employment required. Accompanying children or adults will be charged the
regular daily fee.

THURSDAY, JUNE 5: Harvard Aquatic Center’s 24th Birthday Party
Celebrate 24 years of swimming, parties, and fun times at the pool!

Teller Appreciation Day is celebrated on October 7, but today is your lucky day if you work at a bank! Also, all
factory, plumbing, HVAC, mechanic, and other trade laborers are celebrated today with a free day at the pool!
Proof of employment required. Accompanying children or adults will be charged the regular daily fee.

6 harvard.recdesk.com
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Pool Party Private Rental

7harvard.recdesk.com
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W
ATER FITNESS CLASSES FOR POOL SEASON PASSHOLDERS

Water Fitness

8 harvard.recdesk.com

AQUA YOGA
Aqua Yoga is a dynamic class that integrates traditional
yoga poses with the natural resistance of water through
fluid, breath-centered movements. Encouraging deep,
controlled breathing to improve lung capacity while
engaging the core for stability and balance, this class allows
for greater ease of movement and deeper stretches with the
buoyancy of water supporting proper alignment and
reducing joint strain. The aquatic environment makes yoga
accessible to all types of bodies. Perfect for all fitness levels,
Aqua Yoga promotes mindfulness, strengthens the body, and
fosters a sense of relaxation and rejuvenation in a soothing
aquatic environment. Instructor: Cassandra Abel
Ages: 14+     Location: Harvard Aquatic Center
Min/Max: 5/20
Cost: $65 res/$88 nr
Cost for Pool Season Passholders: $55 res/$75 nr
Reg Code AQ008 Tuesdays, 6/17-8/5 (8 weeks) 9-9:50AM

AQUA ZUMBA
Aqua Zumba® is perfect for those looking to make a splash
with a low-impact, high-energy aquatic workout.
Combining the fun of Zumba® with the natural resistance
of water, this class offers an exhilarating pool party
experience. The water’s buoyancy reduces joint impact,
allowing you to move freely while still challenging your
muscles for enhanced toning and endurance. Get ready to
let loose, have fun, and enjoy an effective full-body workout
in the water! Instructor: Cassandra Abel
Ages: 14+     Location: Harvard Aquatic Center
Min/Max: 5/20
Cost: $65 res/$88 nr
Cost for Pool Season Passholders: $55 res/$75 nr
Reg Code AQ007 Fridays, 6/20-8/8 (8 weeks) 9-9:50AM

Meet the Instructor

Cassandra Abel

Cassandra Abel is passionate about health and wellness,
blending her love of movement with her expertise in mental well-
being. As a clinical social worker, she understands the deep
connection between physical activity and emotional balance. A
lifelong yoga and dance enthusiast, she completed Hatha yoga
teacher training in the Himalayan mountains of India in 2019 and
has since taught yoga in Arkansas and Wisconsin, both on land
and in the water. She is also a licensed Zumba instructor,
leading Zumba, Zumba Gold, Aqua Zumba, and Zumba Kids
classes. Cassandra creates an inclusive and uplifting space
where movement fosters strength, joy, and balance. 

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=77
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=78


7TH ANNUAL UNPLUG ILLINOIS DAY
Rediscover the joys of the great outdoors fat this state-wide
day of celebration on July 12, 2025! Bring the family out for
a day of fun, fitness, and connection with nature and
community. Spend time outside visiting a park, flying a kite,
having a cook-out, going for a walk, or finding the best
hand at Poker in the Parks (see info to the right)!

Visit www.unplugillinois.org for more information about
Unplug Illinois Day.

NATIONAL DOG DAY PARTY
Bring your furry friends and join the fun at the
Harvard Dog Park to celebrate National Dog Day!
Visit with local vendors, have some refreshments
(for both dogs and humans!), or take some photos
at the dog-friendly photo booth. Don’t forget to
bring water and a leash. Let’s make tails wag!
Weather dependent. 
Ages: ALL     Location: Harvard Dog Park
Min/Max: NA     
Cost: $5 per res dog / $7 per nr dog
Reg Code DP001 Sunday, 8/24 (1 day) 10-11:30AM

Special Events
SILLY CELEBRATIONS
Bring the kids to Lions Park to celebrate some silly summer holidays! Join
staff from the Parks & Rec Department and Diggins Library for a story, craft,
and snack based on each holiday. Please register each child separately and
for each event date. Weather dependent.
Ages: 3-11 with adult     Location: Lions Park Shelter
Min/Max: 4/20     Cost: NA
Reg Code YO004 Friday, 6/6 (1 day) 10-11AM (National Donut Day)
Reg Code YO005 Thursday, 7/10 (1 day) 10-11AM (Teddy Bear Picnic Day)
Reg Code YO006 Friday, 8/1 (1 day) 10-11AM (National Coloring Book Day)

9harvard.recdesk.com

POKER IN THE PARKS
Celebrate the 40th anniversary of Park and
Recreation Month in July by playing Poker in the
Parks! 52 oversized playing cards are hidden
throughout Harvard’s parks and your challenge is to
put together the best 5-card poker hand. Simply
snap a selfie with each of the cards you find and
post to our Facebook page or email to
heiliger@cityofharvard.org. Only one hand per
person (photos of each card must be posted
together). Best hand wins a $25 gift card!
Ages: ALL     Location: all Harvard parks
Min/Max: NA     Cost: NA
Reg Code NA Tuesday, 7/1-Thursday 7/31

http://www.unplugillinois.org/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=82
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=3
http://harvard.recdesk.com/


Special Events
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HALLOWEEN HOME
DECORATING CONTEST
Are you ready to show off your Halloween spirit? Get
creative and transform your home into a frightful or festive
masterpiece for our Halloween Home Decorating Contest!
Categories include Spookiest Display and Best Kid-Friendly
Fun. Winners will receive a $50 Visa gift card. See
harvard.recdesk.com for guidelines.
Ages: ALL     Location: Various homes around Harvard
Min/Max: 2/NA
Cost: NA
Reg Code GE012 Monday, 10/20 through Friday, 10/31

HALLOWEEN HIDEOUT
Think you can outwit the finest in town? Put your stealth skills
to the test in an epic Hide and Seek game against the
Harvard Police Department! Think you’ve got what it takes to
stay hidden? Sign up today—if you dare! Before the event,
you will receive a map of allowed hiding areas and
guidelines so you can plan ahead.
Ages: 13+     Location: Lions Park / H.E.R.S. Field Shelter
Min/Max: 10/50
Cost: $10 res / $14 nr
Reg Code GE013 Saturday, 10/25 (1 day) 6-8PM

HALLOWEEN TREAT HUNT
Test-run your costumes and bring your candy buckets for a
spooktacular Halloween Treat Hunt! Perfect for families
looking to make magical Halloween memories. Don’t miss
out on this fang-tastic celebration! Weather dependent.
Please register each child separately for this event.
Ages: 2-12     Location: Lions Park Shelter
Min/Max: NA
Cost: $3 res / $4 nr
Reg Code GE019 Saturday, 10/18 (1 day) 10:30-11:30AM

HOLIDAY HOME DECORATING CONTEST
Get ready to light up the season! Whether you go all-out
with dazzling lights, charming wreaths, or cozy winter
wonderlands, this is your chance to share your holiday magic
with the community. Grab your tinsel, your ornaments, and
your festive flair, and let the decorating begin! Categories
include Best Theme, Most Traditional, and the Griswold
Award. Winners will receive a $50 Visa gift card.
Ages: ALL     Location: Various homes around Harvard
Min/Max: 3/NA
Cost: NA
Reg Code GE014 Monday, 12/8 through Sunday, 12/21

EGG NOG JOG
Dress in your most festive holiday gear (there’s a prize
for Most Festive!) and join us for the 3rd annual Egg
Nog Jog! Follow the course from City Hall to Northfield
Park and back. Event is untimed, so come prepared
with your own timekeeping method. Enjoy a drink of
egg nog, water, and a snack when you arrive back at
City Hall. Fee includes “first come, first served” race
shirt selection. Weather dependent.
Ages: ALL     Location: City Hall
Min/Max: NA
Cost: $10 res / $14 nr
Reg Code HF007 Saturday, 12/6 (1 day) 2-3PM

GINGERBREAD SHOWDOWN
Get ready to unleash your creativity and sweeten the
season! Whether you're a seasoned decorator or a
first-time builder, the Gingerbread Showdown invites
all ages to showcase their edible artistry. Prizes await
the most imaginative designs, so start planning your
design and let your creativity rise! Drop off your
creation to City Hall 8AM-5PM during the week of
12/1. Viewing and voting will take place on 12/6.
Ages: ALL     Location: City Hall
Min/Max: NA
Cost: NA
Reg Code NA Saturday, 12/6 (1 day) 12-5PM

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=84
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=84
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=86
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=85
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=88
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=87


KIDS’ FITNESS CAMP
Get ready to move, groove, and have a blast at our Kids’
Fitness Camp! This exciting program combines fun workouts,
team games, and confidence-building activities to keep kids
active and energized. Join us for a summer full of fitness,
friendship, and fun! Each session will be slightly different so
we welcome you to sign up for both.
Instructor: Xtreme Fitness & Nutrition Studio staff     
Ages: 4-10    
Location: Xtreme Fitness & Nutrition Studio    
Min/Max: 4/12
Cost: $65 res / $88 nr 
Reg Code HF020 Tue & Thu 6/10-7/3 (4 weeks) 10-11AM
Reg Code HF021 Tue & Thu 7/8-7/31 (4 weeks) 10-11AM

FIELD TRIP DAY CAMPS
Keep your kids entertained and engaged during school
breaks with our exciting day camps! Packed with fun
activities, creative projects, and field trips, our camps
provide a fun way for your child to spend time when school
is out. Let your kids create lasting memories, make new
friends, and enjoy their time off from school!

Each day will start and end at City Hall. Before leaving for
the field trip and after we arrive back, campers will have a
variety of activities to choose from. Please make sure to
drop off and pick up your child(ren) on time. Lunch will be
provided each day, but please send a water bottle and
snack with your child.
Instructor: Stacy Heiliger     Ages: 7-12 
Location: City Hall    Min/Max: 6/12
Cost: $55 res / $74 nr 

Reg Code YO007 Thursday 10/9 (1 day) 9AM-3PM
Extreme Wheels in Crystal Lake

Reg Code YO008 Friday 10/10 (1 day) 9AM-3PM
Glo-Bowl in Marengo

Reg Code YO009 Monday 10/13 (1 day) 9AM-3PM
Chuck E. Cheese in Crystal Lake

Reg Code YO10 Wednesday 11/26 (1 day) 9AM-3PM
Bowlero in Algonquin
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TINY DANCERS 5-6YO
In this class we will lay the foundation for the basic elements
of dance. Students will be introduced to ballet and jazz
styles of dance. We will incorporate skills such as listening,
counting, coordination, and social skills, all while having fun
with age-appropriate music. On the last day of class, a
Family Showcase will be held to see your child‘s progress! 
Instructor: Hayden Binz     Ages: 5-6
Location: USMG Dance Studio     Min/Max: 4/10
Cost: $60 res / $81 nr 
Reg Code CA020  Mondays 6/16-7/21 (6 weeks) 5-5:40PM
Reg Code CA021  Mondays 9/8-10/13 (6 weeks) 5-5:40PM

JUNIOR LYRICAL DANCE
This class blends ballet, jazz, and expressive movement to
tell stories through dance. With beautiful music and flowing
choreography, students will develop technique, strength, and
artistry while learning to connect movement with emotion.
No prior experience needed. On the last day of class, a
Family Showcase will be held to see your child‘s progress! 
Instructor: Hayden Binz     Ages: 7-12    
Location: USMG Dance Studio     Min/Max: 4/12
Cost: $60 res / $81 nr 
Reg Code CA016 Mondays 6/16-7/21 (6 weeks) 6-7PM
Reg Code CA017 Mondays 9/8-10/13 (6 weeks) 6-7PM

Visit the website for
more info on a jazz
dance class for this

age group, too!
Many thanks to the 

U.S. Medical Glove Company
for donating their gorgeous
dance studio for us to use!
2001 N. Division St. in Harvard

Youth Programs

TINY DANCERS 3-4YO
In this class we will lay the foundation for the basic elements
of dance. Students will be introduced to ballet and jazz styles
of dance. We will incorporate skills such as listening, counting,
coordination, and social skills, all while having fun with age-
appropriate music. On the last day of class, a Family
Showcase will be held to see your child‘s progress! 
Instructor: Hayden Binz     Ages: 3-4
Location: USMG Dance Studio    Min/Max: 4/10
Cost: $60 res / $81 nr 
Reg Code CA014  Mondays 6/16-7/21 (6 weeks) 4:15-4:50PM
Reg Code CA015  Mondays 9/8-10/13 (6 weeks) 4:15-4:50PM

harvard.recdesk.com

https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=3
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=5
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=5
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=5
http://harvard.recdesk.com/


Youth Programs
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GROUP TENNIS CLASS
This class introduces children to the early fundamentals of
tennis. Using age-appropriate drills and games,
participants learn basic strokes, grip and early tennis skills.
All activities develop gross motor skills, coordination,
judgment and proper mechanics. Tennis rackets will be
provided. 
Instructor: Hot Shots Sports staff     Ages: see below    
Location: Northfield Park Tennis Courts    Min/Max: 6/20

Session 1 
Tuesdays 6/10-7/22 (6 weeks) $90 res / $120 nr
Reg Code HF014 Ages 4-6  4:30-5:15PM (No class 7/1)
Reg Code HF015 Ages 7-9  5:15-6PM (No class 7/1)
Reg Code HF016 Ages 10-12  6-7PM (No class 7/1)

Session 2 
Tuesdays 7/29-8/26 (5 weeks) $75 res / $101 nr
Reg Code HF017 Ages 4-6  4:30-5:15PM
Reg Code HF018 Ages 7-9  5:15-6PM
Reg Code HF019 Ages 10-12  6-7PM

ADULT-TOT SPORTS
Parents are an integral part of helping their tots develop basic
sports movement and motor skills. Motor skill activities focus on
hand/eye and hand/foot coordination. Sports equipment and
instruction are provided to help guide your child through an
introduction to organized sports. Parents or caregiver
participation is required.
Instructor: Hot Shots Sports staff     Ages: 2-3 with adult    
Location: Northfield Park    Min/Max: 6/20

Session 1
Mondays 6/9-7/21 (6 weeks) $90 res / $120 nr
Reg Code HF008 5-5:30PM (no class 6/30)

Session 2
Mondays 7/28-8/25 (5 weeks) $75 res / $101 nr
Reg Code HF009 5-5:30PM

SPORTS AND MORE
Children are introduced to the fundamentals of sports
including basketball, floor hockey, football, kickball, soccer, t-
ball and other sports and group games. The program provides
an opportunity for each child to develop motor skills and
nurture his/her growth socially and emotionally through
teamwork and good sportsmanship.
Instructor: Hot Shots Sports staff     Ages: 4-6    
Location: Northfield Park    Min/Max: 6/20

Session 1
Mondays 6/9-7/21 (6 weeks) $90 res / $120 nr
Reg Code HF010 5:30-6:15PM (no class 6/30)

Session 2
Mondays 7/28-8/25 (5 weeks) $75 res / $101 nr
Reg Code HF011 5:30-6:15PM

TOTAL SPORTS
This class features a new sport each week. Some of the sports
taught and played include basketball, floor hockey, football,
kickball, soccer, and baseball. In addition, participants play
many popular running and group games. Children have the
opportunity to acquire new skills and develop confidence in
games they have played in previous classes. 
Instructor: Hot Shots Sports staff     Ages: 7-10    
Location: Northfield Park    Min/Max: 6/20

Session 1
Mondays 6/9-7/21 (6 weeks) $90 res / $120 nr
Reg Code HF012 6:15-7PM  (No class 6/30)

Session 2
Mondays 7/28-8/25 (5 weeks) $75 res / $101 nr
Reg Code HF013 6:15-7PM

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4


Youth Programs
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GETTING TO KNOW THE HORSE
Learn the parts of a horse, basic handling, grooming, and
being around a horse. This class does not include riding on
the horse. Registration includes all three dates listed below.
Instructor: Cripple Creek Ranch staff    Ages: ALL  
Location: Cripple Creek Ranch    Min/Max: 1/6
Cost: $125 res / $169 nr
Reg Code GE015 Thursday, May 15 5-6PM
                             Monday, May 19 5-6PM
                             Thursday, May 22 5-6PM

INTRODUCTION TO RIDING
Learn how to groom, tack up, and handle a horse on the
ground. You will also learn how to mount, dismount, walk,
stop, turn, and balance on a horse with assistance.
Registration includes all four dates below.
Instructor: Cripple Creek Ranch staff    Ages: ALL  
Location: Cripple Creek Ranch    Min/Max: 1/4
Cost: $200 res / $270 nr
Reg Code GE016 Thursday, May 29 5-6PM
                             Monday, June 2 5-6PM
                             Thursday, June 5 5-6PM
                             Monday, June 9 5-6PM

BEGINNER RIDING
This class allows for practice on the basics learned in
Introduction to Riding. Groom, tack up, and handle the
horse from the ground. Basic riding instruction with
assistance. Registration includes all four dates below.
PREREQUISITE: Introduction to Riding or instructor approval
Instructor: Cripple Creek Ranch staff    Ages: ALL  
Location: Cripple Creek Ranch    Min/Max: 1/4
Cost: $200 res / $270 nr
Reg Code GE017 Thursday, June 19 4-5PM
                             Monday, June 23 4-5PM
                             Thursday, June 26 4-5PM
                             Monday, June 30 4-5PM

NOVICE RIDING
The rider will continue to groom, tack, and prepare a horse
for the riding portion of the lesson. Steering, leg, and seat
aids will be introduced. Registration includes all four dates
below.
PREREQUISITE: Beginner Riding or instructor approval
Instructor: Cripple Creek Ranch staff    Ages: ALL  
Location: Cripple Creek Ranch    Min/Max: 1/4
Cost: $225 res / $303 nr
Reg Code GE018 Tuesday, July 8 4-5PM
                             Wednesday, July 9 4-5PM
                             Monday, July 14 4-5PM
                             Tuesday, July 15 4-5PM

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=108
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=109
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=110
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=111


Tween & Teen Programs
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HARVARD JUNIOR HORNETS
RECREATIONAL BASKETBALL
Looking for a way to sharpen your basketball skills, make new
friends, and have a blast on the court? The Harvard Junior
Hornets Recreational Basketball program is the perfect
opportunity for players of all skill levels! Our teams focus on
building confidence and teamwork, developing basketball
fundamentals, encouraging sportsmanship, and growing a love
for the game. Let’s shoot some hoops and make memories that
last a lifetime!

Practices are twice per week. Exact days, times, and locations
are TBD and will be posted on the RecDesk website as soon as
information is available. Games and tournaments are held on
weekends January through March. A season schedule will be
shared with families as soon as the league schedule is
finalized. Registration fee includes a custom jersey.

Instructor: Volunteer basketball coaches
Grades: Boys 5th-8th    
Practice Location: Various D50 Schools   
Game Locations: Various locations within a 40-minute drive
Min/Max: 8/15 per team 
(Grade-level teams may be combined depending on roster numbers for
each grade.)
Cost: $175 res / $230 nr 

5th Grade
Reg Code TE006 11/3-3/4 (18 weeks)

6th Grade
Reg Code TE007 11/3-3/4 (18 weeks)

7th Grade
Reg Code TE008 11/3-3/4 (18 weeks)

8th Grade
Reg Code TE009 11/3-3/4 (18 weeks)

PRE-SEASON BASKETBALL CLINIC
Are you thinking about joining a Harvard Junior Hornets team?
Try it out first and see what you think! Meet the coaches, take
a sample schedule home to show your family, and practice
some skills! This clinic is NOT REQUIRED in order to sign up for
a basketball team. At the time of printing, location is TBD and
will be posted on the RecDesk website as soon as information
is available. 
Instructor: Volunteer basketball coaches 
Grades: Boys 5th-8th
Location: TBD     Min/Max: 6/50
Cost: $5 res / $7 nr 
Reg Code TE005 Wed 10/22 (1 day) 6:00-8:00PM

TWEEN NIGHT AT THE POOL
Calling all tweens! Start your week with a splash at Tween
Night, happening every Monday from 7:15PM to 9:15PM. Dive
into an evening of fun with epic pool vibes designed just for
you! Whether you’re showing off your diving skills or floating
with friends, this is your night to shine. Tween Night is open
to season passholders only.
Instructor: NA     Grades: Incoming 5th-8th    
Location: Harvard Aquatic Center     Min/Max: NA
Cost: Included with Season Pass
Reg Code NA Mon 6/2-8/4 (10 weeks) 7:15-9:15PM

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4
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https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=113


GOLDEN HOUR PHOTOGRAPHY
Unlock the secret to breathtaking photos by harnessing the
warm, soft glow of golden hour! In this hands-on class, you'll
learn how to use natural light to enhance your images,
create stunning silhouettes, and capture rich, dynamic
colors. Perfect for photographers of all levels who want to
elevate their work with beautifully lit, professional-looking
shots! Please bring your own camera or cell phone.
Instructor: Michael Kelly    Ages: 16+
Location: Meet at City Hall     Min/Max: 4/20
Cost: $25 res / $34 nr 
Reg Code CA019 Mondays 6/9-6/30 (4 weeks) 7-8PM

Adult Programs
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HOLIDAY GLASS ETCHING
Add a personal touch to your holiday season with our hands-
on glass etching workshop! Learn the art of etching festive
designs onto glassware, ornaments, or gifts, perfect for
decorating your home or giving as one-of-a-kind presents.
All materials are provided, so bring your creativity and leave
with something truly unique and memorable. Registration fee
includes two mugs, cups, or glasses to etch.
Instructor: Stacy Heiliger     Ages: 16+
Location: City Hall Kitchen    Min/Max: 4/10
Cost: $20 res / $27 nr (per person)
Reg Code AD009 Sunday 12/14 (1 day) 2-4PM

BEGINNER KNITTING
Discover the joy of knitting in this relaxing and social class
designed for adults of all skill levels. Learn essential
techniques, explore a variety of patterns, and enjoy the
satisfaction of crafting something with your own hands. Yarn
and knitting needles provided.
Instructor: Sarah Thompson     Ages: 16+
Location: City Hall Conference Room       Min/Max: 5/10
Cost: $30 res / $41 nr          
Reg Code AD005 Mondays 7/7-28 (4 weeks) 6-7PM
Reg Code AD006 Mondays 10/6-27 (4 weeks) 6-7PM

INTERMEDIATE KNITTING
Take your knitting skills to the next level! This intermediate
class is perfect for knitters who are comfortable with the
basics and ready to explore more advanced techniques.
You'll learn new stitch patterns, shaping methods, and
finishing techniques while working on a fun, guided project.
Please bring your own yarn and needles.
Instructor: Sarah Thompson     Ages: 16+
Location: City Hall Conference Room Min/Max: 5/10
Cost: $25 res / $34 nr          
Reg Code AD007 Mondays 7/7-28 (4 weeks) 7:15-8:15PM
Reg Code AD008 Mondays 10/6-27 (4 weeks) 7:15-8:15PM

INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHY
Discover the art of photography in this beginner-friendly
class! Learn essential camera settings, composition
techniques, and lighting fundamentals to create stunning
images. Whether you're using a DSLR, mirrorless, or
smartphone camera, this course will help you develop the
skills to take better photos with confidence. Perfect for
aspiring photographers looking to turn their snapshots into
works of art! Please bring your own camera or cell phone.
Instructor: Michael Kelly     Ages: 16+
Location: City Hall Conference Room    Min/Max: 4/10
Cost: $25 res / $34 nr 
Reg Code CA018 Mondays 6/9-6/30 (4 weeks) 6-7PM

MARTIAL ARTS RELATED SKILLS (MARS)
Experienced and new martial artists will practice and share
martial arts techniques and knowledge. No single martial art
will be featured and all styles are welcome. Self-defense
techniques will be taught, but the main focus is on the use of
martial arts in everyday life. including balance, fitness, and
focus. All levels welcome.
Instructor: Joe Rosner     Ages: 16+
Location: USMG Campus     Min/Max: 6/12
Cost: $60 res / $81 nr          
Reg Code HF022 Tuesdays 9/9-10/14 (6 weeks) 6-7:15PM
Reg Code HF023 Tuesdays 10/28-12/2 (6 weeks) 6-7:15PM

https://harvard.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=123
http://harvard.recdesk.com/
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Thank you to the Harvard ParksFoundation for their continued support!The Parks and Recreation Departmentwas recently able to purchase newsoccer goals for Milky Way Park thanks toa grant from the Parks Foundation.

July 30
“Fore Our Parks”

Golf Outing
Beaver Creek Golf Course

October 18
Day of the Dead

Celebration
Ayer Street

 www.harvard-diggins.org

Visit the website or see Pages 18 & 19
in this Activity Guide to see what
events are going on at the library!

900 E. McKinley St
Harvard, IL  60033

815-943-4671

815-943-2740
harvardseniorcenter.org

6817 Harvard Hills Road
Harvard, IL 60033

Open Mondays and Wednesdays 
10:00am - 3:00pm

16 harvard.recdesk.com

For more information or to get
involved, contact:

info@harvardparksfoundation.org

www.harvardparksfoundation.org

Community Partners

http://www.harvard-diggins.org/
http://www.harvardseniorcenter.org/
http://harvard.recdesk.com/
http://www.harvardparksfoundation.org/
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Community Athletic Groups

harvard.recdesk.com

Harvard Junior
Hornets Soccer

https://www.harvardjuniorhornets.com/

harvardjrhornets@gmail.com

Providing a fun and educational recreational youth
soccer experience for players age 5 - 14.  

Harvard Lady Sting
Fast Pitch Softball

https://www.harvardladysting.org

harvardladysting@gmail.com

Lady Sting is a competitive travel softball program. We also offer
local recreational soft travel teams that focus on developing the
fundamentals of softball. Lady Sting Softball was created to
expand the opportunities of friendship, spirit, leadership, person.

Harvard Soccer League
https://www.facebook.com/people/Harvard-

Soccer-League/100091990833825/

We are a new soccer association with opened divisions for
Men, Women, Over 40, and currently working on a youth
division. Played in Milky Way Park since summer of 2023.
Practices and games are on Saturdays and Sundays.

Harvard Educational
Recreational Softball

(H.E.R.S.)

https://herssoftball.com

Harvard Educational Recreational Softball is a fastpitch, recreational
softball organization serving ages 3-18. We focus on softball
education, team building, sportsmanship, leadership, camaraderie, and
of course FUN! While proper batting stands, pitching, and catching are
important techniques the H.E.R.S. strives to perfect, the players are
also taught how to be coachable, trustworthy, energetic, and
respectful.

Harvard Baseball
League

https://www.harvardboysleague.com/

harvardboysleague@gmail.com

Harvard Baseball League is dedicated to building character,
courage and confidence in area youth by providing fun baseball
and t-ball programs for boys and girls ages 4–14. Located at
Harvard Moose Field, the HBL has invested in the development of
Harvard's young baseball players since 1950.

Harvard Girls
Basketball Association

https://www.facebook.com/harvardgirlsbasketballassociation

harvardgirlsbasketball@gmail.com

Harvard Girls Basketball Association is a feeder basketball program
for girls in 4th through 8th grade, designed to prepare them to play
competitive basketball at the high school level. The program will
allow them to opportunity to meet girls from other schools and
develop the core skills necessary to compete at that level.

Harvard Stingers Junior Tackle 
Football & Cheer

https://www.harvardstingers.com/

harvardjuniortackle@gmail.com

We support youth tackle football and cheerleading. Harvard Jr.
Tackle Stingers is a proud member of the Northern Illinois
Football Conference. Harvard Jr. Tackle also participates and
follows the guidelines for USA Footballs Heads-Up program.

Harvard Wrestling Club
www.harvardwrestling.com

harvardwrestling@gmail.com

Teaching and supporting the world's oldest sport of wrestling to
all Harvard youth ages 4-14! Our season runs November to March
with weekly tournaments and duals. We are open to boys and
girls of all levels of wrestling: beginners to experienced. Come
join us and "Make History with our Tradition!"

http://harvard.recdesk.com/
https://www.harvardjuniorhornets.com/
mailto:harvardjuniorhornets@gmail.com
https://www.harvardladysting.org/
https://www.harvardladysting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Harvard-Soccer-League/100091990833825/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Harvard-Soccer-League/100091990833825/
https://herssoftball.com/
https://www.harvardbaseballleague.com/
https://www.harvardboysleague.com/
https://www.facebook.com/harvardgirlsbasketballassociation
http://gmail.com/
http://www.harvardstingers.com/
http://www.harvardwrestling.com/
mailto:harvardwrestling@gmail.com


May Events

Preschoolers ages 3 - 5 and their caregivers areinvited to join library staff for stories, songs, and acraft each week.  No	library	card	required.
Instructor:	Library Staff   Ages: 3-5 with adultcaregiver
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Tuesdays 5/6 (3 weeks)  10AM

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Take advantage of an early release day for CUSD50students!  Register to make button flowers in adecorated vase.  This is a drop-in craft butregistration is required.     No library card required. 
Instructor:	Library Staff  Ages:	3 - 11
Cost:	Free
Date: Wednesday 5/14 (1 day)  1:30PM - 5PM

KIDS CRAFTERNOON: BUTTON FLOWERS

 Register at https://www.harvard-diggins.org/events/

“AN OCEAN OF STORIES” 
CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK ACTIVITIESCelebrate the joy of childrens books this week with aspecial drop-in craft and scavenger hunt  throughout the Library.  No registration or librarycard needed to join the  fun! 

Instructor:	Library Staff         All	ages	welcome 
Cost:	Free
Date:	May 5 - May 10 during regular library hours.  

BUILD IT! CLUBLove to build with Legos? Then Build it! Club is theactivity for you!  Each month, a new buildingchallenge is offered for engineers to tackle.  Allcreations will be displayed at the Library for thecommunity to admire.  No library card required.
Instructor:	Library Staff   All	ages	welcome
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Thursday  May 1 (1 day)

TEEN DIY CROCHET CLUBDo you love to crochet? Whether beginner or pro,bring your supplies and spend time crocheting withfriends.  Participants should bring their own yarn andcrochet hooks.  Some basic instructions will beprovided.   No library card required.
Instructor: Library Staff   Ages:	11	-	18
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Tuesday 5/6 & Tuesday 5/20 3:15PM-4:30PM

CRAFTER’S UFO NIGHTCalling all crafters! Got a stash of UFO’s (UnfinishedObjects)? Spend an evening with fellow craftersgetting those UFO’s closer to completion.  All whoknit, crochet, cross stitch, embroider, sew, or papercraft are invited.   No library card required.
Instructor: Library Staff     Ages:	11	and	up
Cost:	Free
Dates: Thursday 5/8 @ 6PM (1 day)

HARVARD DIGGINS LIBRARY 
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

The events listed are a sampling of scheduled library activities.  Scan the QR code on the
right to have the Library’s bi-weekly e-Newsletter delivered to your email inbox on the

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.    
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Level Up at Your Library!
Summer Reading Program 

Registration for all summer programs opens May 19. 
 Register at https://www.harvard-diggins.org/events/

SOCK GNOME CRAFTTurn an ordinary sock into a cute gnome.  All suppliesprovided.  This activity is offered in two sessions.  Choose the session that works best in your schedule.No library card required. 
Instructor:	Library Staff       	All	ages	welcome  
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Tuesday 6/10  1:30PM and 6PM (1 day)

Summer is the perfect time to dive in to a great book. Kids, teens, and adults are invited to join the
Library’s summer reading program to log reading minutes and earn prizes. The program begins

Monday, June 2 and continues through Friday, July 25.  Below is a sampling of the programs coming
up this summer. Find more events and details about the reading program on the Library’s website,

www.harvard-diggins.org.

TAYLOR SWIFT JEOPARDYHow well do you know Taylor Swift? Put your knowledgeto work in a fun evening of Taylor Swift trivia.  All ageswelcome; children under 10 must be accompanied by anadult.  No library card required. 
Instructor:	Library Staff        All	ages;	children	under
10	must	be	accompanied	by	an	adult. 
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Thursday 6/26  6PM (1 day)

TIE-DYE-PALOOZA!Everyone’s favorite summer activity is back!  Bring a white t-shirt to the library and use avariety of techniques to make it colorful.  This event will be held outdoors in the rearof the library. No library card required.    
Instructor:	Library Staff  All	ages	welcome. 
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Tuesday 7/8  1:30PM (1 day)
Rain	date:	Thursday	7/10		1:30PM

Homegrown National Park is a grassroots movement that encourages people toplant native plants in their yards and communities. Join us to view a brief videoabout this movement, followed by a presentation with members of localorganization Small Waters Education regarding the benefits and need of nativeplants and the Home Grown National Park program. Plus, enjoy a brief tour of thelibrary's native plant garden, a native plant raffle for attendees, and informationfor those interested in becoming a local pollinator garden volunteer. No librarycard required. 
Instructor:	Library Staff        All	ages	welcome.	
Cost:	Free
Dates:	 Monday 6/16  6PM  (1 day)

HOMEGROWN NATIONAL PARK 

LEVEL UP! MELTING BEADSCraft your favorite game characters using melting beads.      All supplies provided.  Younger children will require adultassistance.  No library card required.    
Instructor:	Library Staff        All	ages	welcome.	
Cost:	Free
Dates:	Tuesday 6/24  1:30PM (1 day)

https://www.harvard-diggins.org/events/
https://www.harvard-diggins.org/events/
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Park Shelter & Athletic Field Reservations

Online at harvard.recdesk.com OR1.
In-Person at City Hall, 201 W. Diggins St, 2.

      Monday through Friday 8AM-5PM OR
   3. Over the phone at 815-943-6468 OR
   4. Mail your registration form to:
       Parks and Recreation Department
       City of Harvard
       PO Box 310
       Harvard, IL 60033
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Safe & Proper Use 
of Parks and Playgrounds

Recreation Program & Event
Registration Policies

Payments & Fees

Cancellations & Refunds

In order to keep all park visitors safe, please:
use all playground and athletic equipment
appropriately.
supervise children at all times.
keep dogs on a leash unless inside the fenced
area of the Harvard Dog Park.
do not bring alcohol into any City park.
visit parks only between dawn and dusk.

Online at harvard.recdesk.com OR1.
In-Person at City Hall, 201 W. Diggins St,
Monday through Friday 8AM-5PM OR

2.

Mail your rental request form to3.
       Parks and Recreation Department
       City of Harvard
       PO Box 310
       Harvard, IL 60033

If registering online or over the phone,
credit/debit card is required.
If registering in-person, cash, check, or
credit/debit card is accepted.
If registering through the mail, a check is required.

Payment in full is required at time of registration
regardless of method.

The Harvard Parks and Recreation Department
reserves the right to cancel any program with
insufficient enrollment. If a class is to be cancelled
for this reason, participants will be contacted
before the start date and will receive a full refund.
 

       Enrollment is evaluated 3-4 days before a
       program starts. Please make sure to
       register early to ensure programs are not
       cancelled!

To withdraw from a program:
Contact the Parks and Recreation Superintendent
immediately at heiliger@cityofharvard.org 

1.

Your refund amount will depend on the timing and
reason of your request.

2.

Three or more days before start date: full
refund minus RecDesk processing fee will be
granted.

a.

Less than three days before start date: no
refund granted unless there is a medical reason
provided by a doctor’s note.

b.

After a program has started: no refund granted
unless you are not satisfied with the program.
Contact the Parks and Recreation
Superintendent immediately at
heiliger@cityofharvard.org

c.

After a program has ended: no refunds will be
granted.

d.

harvard.recdesk.com
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Try new things!

Make friends!

Go on adventures!

Develop skills!

Have fun!

Scan
Me!

To view our latest
brochure, scan the QR

code, visit nisra.org, or
stop by Harvard City Hall!

285 Memorial Drive | Crystal Lake, IL 60014
(815) 459-0737 | www.nisra.org | info@nisra.org

Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association (NISRA) is an extension of 13 park districts and
municipal recreation departments, providing year-round community recreation for local children
and adults with disabilities. We offer weekly programs, cultural arts, special events, summer day
camps, adult day programs, Special Olympics, veteran programs, trips, and inclusion services. 
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