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Dear donors and sustaining members of HabenEri.

As we begin the new year, I want to thank each of you
for your kind support, and dedication to HabenEri
and its mission of supporting disabled Eritreans.
Support from our donors and the selfless team of 
 volunteers has guided us to a level of success that we
are immensely proud. As reported in a separate section 
of this year’s annual report, HabenEri (a non-profit 
organization) has accomplished a great deal since its
inception three years ago. At the same time, we face,
important challenges mixed with exciting new 
 possibilities for 2026. The material, medical and 
financial needs of disabled people in the State of Eritrea
are immense. most of you recognize how challenging it 
is to support disabled population in w wealthy nations
let alone in economically less developed nations.
Our goal is not to replace but to supplement   the
government’s efforts to improve the health and quality
of life of disable individuals living in Eritrea.
With your continued support, I am confident we will
archive even greater success in the coming years.
I invite you all to share your ideas and new perspectives
on how we can achieve our goal of helping other less
fortunate than us by moving forward with energy, and a
sense of shared propose.

continued on page 2
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Laying Foundations for Lasting Impact: Our 2026 Focus

As we enter 2026, we do so with renewed hope
and an unwavering commitment to
transformation. HabenEri was founded on the
belief that every Eritrean living with a disability
deserves dignity, opportunity, and access to
quality care. Over the years, your generosity
and trust have allowed us to move from vision
to impact.
Today, we stand at a pivotal moment.  one that
calls us not only to reflect on how far we have
come, but also to act boldly for the future.
The needs of persons with disabilities in Eritrea
remains urgent, yet together we have proven 

 that meaningful changes is possible when
compassion is matched with action.
In2026, our focus is on three projects that
will create lasting, systemic change. 

We’re committed to renovating and
fully equipping the Denden clinic to
ensure safe, modern, and accessible
care for patients with disability.  
We will modernize the Adi Gadad Limb
Manufacturing factory by introducing
3D printing technology to improve the
quality, efficiency, and affordability of
prosthetic production. 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E

 We need to significantly increase our
membership and chapters. We need to recruit
younger generation professionals to help navigate
the donor community by creating a robust
network and by preparing impactful proposals to
potential donors. What we do in the coming year
and beyond will have positive impact in the lives
of many disabled people in Eritrea.

Let us work together, turn challenges into
opportunities, and make 2026 a year of great 

accomplishments for both our organization and the
population that we serve. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment,
donations, and support.

Haile M. Mezghebe, MD
President, HabenEri Board of Directors

Our Vision and Commitment for 2026.

We aim to provide a specialized
ambulance designed specifically for
persons with disabilities safe and
dignified transportation to critical
medical services.  This initiatives reflect
our belief that hope must be built into
systems, not merely offered as words.
we therefore call upon our donors,
supporters, volunteers, membership,
and your advocacy for disability rights
so that together we may transform
lives and build a more inclusive future
for Eritrea.
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Voluntarism: Serving with Purpose at HabenEri. 
Dr. Aron Kefela MD

         At the heart of life lies a      
simple yet powerful truth: we
are here to serve one another
and to do good. Voluntarism is
not just an act of generosity—
it is an expression of our
shared humanity and
responsibility to uplift those
around us.

At HabenEri, the North
America Support Group for
Disabled Eritreans,
voluntarism is the driving
force behind everything we
do. Our volunteers give their
time, skills, and compassion
to support disabled Eritreans
in living with dignity,
independence, and hope. 

Whether through fundraising,
outreach, professional
expertise, or advocacy, every
act of service creates
meaningful change. with
HabenEri is more than
offering help; it is standing in
solidarity with individuals who
face daily challenges and
affirming their right to
opportunity and inclusion. 

It is choosing empathy over
indifference and action over
silence.
To our current volunteers, we
thank you. Your commitment
embodies the spirit of service
and inspires others to step
forward. To those considering
volunteering, know that your 

contribution—no matter how
small—has the power to
transform lives, including your
own., through service, we
strengthen our community,
honor our values, and give
true meaning to the essence
of life

Call to Action:
 We invite you to answer this
call. Whether you are already
walking with us or considering
taking your first step, your
service matters. Join HabenEri
as a volunteer—share your
talents, your compassion, and
your time. Together, let us
turn faith into action, service
into impact, and goodwill into
lasting change.

HabenEri Vice presdent
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HabenEri Atlanta Chapter Hosts Donor, Supporters, and Volunteers, Appreciation Day.

The HabenEri Atlanta Chapter
proudly hosted a Donor
Appreciation Day to honor the
generous supporters who
make the organization’s
mission possible and to
warmly welcome both current
and future members. The
event brought the community
together in a joyful and
welcoming atmosphere,
featuring cookout food,
refreshing beverages, and
music—all provided free of
charge to everyone who
attended. 

Dr. Haile Mezgebe, President
of HabenEri, joined the
gathering virtually and was
the first speaker to address
the attendees. He opened his
remarks by expressing deep
appreciation for the
continued support of donors,
members, and volunteers. 

Dr. Haile shared highlights
from his recent successful
visit to Eritrea, where he held
productive discussions with
various stakeholders,
including the National
Association of Eritrean War 

Disabled Veterans (NAEWDV).
He also reported the delivery
of $25,850 toward previously
agreed-upon projects aimed
at alleviating the challenges
faced by people with
disabilities in Eritrea,
reinforcing HabenEri’s
commitment to turning
generosity into tangible
impact.During the program, 

Dr. Aron delivered an inspiring
address highlighting
HabenEri’s past
accomplishments and
outlining its future projects.
His remarks underscored the
organization’s ongoing
commitment to empowering
individuals with disabilities
through meaningful programs
and long-term initiatives.

The program also included a
presentation by Mr. Filmon,
HabenEri’s Financial Officer,
who provided a clear and
informative 2025 financial
update. His report
demonstrated HabenEri’s
dedication to accountability
and responsible stewardship
of donor contributions,
reinforcing trust and
confidence among members 

and supporters. gathering
was further enriched by the
and supporters. of
distinguished guests joining
virtually. Mr. Abraham
Kiflezion, Vice Chairperson of
the National Association of
Eritrean War Disabled
Veterans (NAEWDV), who was
visiting a Scandinavian
country at the time, joined
the event virtually and
addressed the members. His
message emphasized
solidarity, collaboration, and
the shared responsibility of
supporting people with
disabilities across
communities and regions.

Additionally, Mr. Tekest Fisaye
joined the gathering via Zoom
and shared valuable insights
and experiences from
HabenEri’s sister organization
in Sweden, highlighting
successful initiatives and
lessons that could further
strengthen HabenEri’s work.

The event also featured
remarks from Mr. Kidane
Rusom, Chairman of the
HabenEri Atlanta Chapter,
who expressed heartfelt
gratitude to members and
supporters for making the
gathering a success. 
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FROM MARATHONER TURNS TO SUPPORT DISABLED ERITREANS

Solomon Ghebredingle
Ghide, MD, is an infection
diseases specialist out of
Houston.

Dr. Solomon, a dedicated,
proud Eritrean American has
always been supportive of
and proud of his heritage. He
has now embarked on a
campaign to advocate on
behalf of disabled Eritreans
through HabenEri. He did this
by running the Houston
Marathon on January 11, 2026,
with a single purpose
highlighting and supporting
HabenEri mission of raising
funds for disabled Eritreans.

Dr. Solomon stated, “I am at
the peak of my best health
and physical fitness at age
67”. He has competed in five
full marathons and in
IRONMAAN race (170.4 miles
in less than 16 hours). He
wants to use his blessings of
physical fitness to motivate
and inspire the rest of us to
remain fit by committing
ourselves to regular exercise.
Most importantly Dr. Solomon
is using his fitness to raise
money on behalf of disabled
people in the country of his 

birth. He is challenging all of
us to contribute to the
campaigned by donating any
amount that our budget
allows. Dr. Solomon has
contacted his colleagues,
staff, friends, and family to
challenge them to sponsor
his Houston Marathon runs.
By doing  so he is able to raise
more than $28,785 USD from
his marathon campaign. 

We at HabenEri are grateful
to Dr. Solomon for his
dedication and support of
this worthy cause. Dr.
Solomon will continue to
support HabenEri in his role
as a member of the Board of
Directors. 

HabenEri is not-for-profit 501
(C) organization registered in
the state of DE.
There are many non-profit
organizations working to
support victims of war,
hunger, diseases, etc. in
many parts of the globe.
HabenEri is the only  non-
profit organization that
advocates and works on
behalf of Eritreans who
become disabled due to war,

landmines, road accidents,
etc. 

We have no paid staff.
HabenEri is fully run by
volunteers. 100% of any
donated goes for the
intended purpose of
supporting disabled
people in Eritrea. Please
reach into your pockets
and help Dr. Solomon and
the rest of HabenEri
members accomplish our
mission of helping others
less fortunate than us.

By Dr. Solomon Ghide MD
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CELEBRATING AN EXEMPLARY HABENERI
SUPPORTER MR. PAWLOS AFWERKI.

M S,  E D E N  AS E FAW  H A N D I N G C E RT F I CAT E  O F A P P R I CAT I O N .

At HabenEri, our mission
is strengthened by the
generosity, creativity,
and dedication of
individuals who believe
deeply in uplifting
people with disabilities.
One such exemplary
person is Powlos, whose
recent contribution has
made a truly meaningful
impact on our  
organization.

What makes Powlos’s
contribution so unique is
the time, care, and
artistic talent he
devoted to it. Powlos
personally designed and
handcrafted 50
beautiful women’s
handbags, each one a
work of art. Rather than
keeping or selling them
himself, he generously
donated all of them to
HabenEri so they could
be sold in support of our
mission.

The handbags were
featured at Festival
Eritrea 2025, where they
received tremendous
admiration and support
from the community.
Thanks to Powlos’s
creativity and
generosity, the sale of
these handbags raised
$1,500, directly
benefiting HabenEri’s
programs and the
people we serve.

Powlos did not simply
give a donation—he gave
his time, skills, and
heart. His contribution is
a powerful reminder
that HabenEri values all
kinds of support, not
only monetary
contributions. Whether
through voluntarism,
helping to promote our
cause on social media,
or sharing our mission
with family and friends, 

every effort makes a
meaningful
difference.We are
deeply grateful to
Powlos for his
outstanding
generosity and
commitment to
HabenEri. His example
inspires all of us to
give in ways that are
meaningful, creative,
and rooted in service
to others.
Thank you, Powlos, for
turning artistry into
hope and support for
our community.



I DEDICATED MY BIRTHDAY FOR
HABENEri. 

My name is Fitsum
Baire from Atlanta I
recently celebrated my
birthday on Sep 12,
2025. The day was
more than just my
birthday—it became a
day of purpose,
reflection, and
collective impact. 

This year, instead of
celebrating with gifts
and parties alone, I
decided to use my
birthday to support a
cause that is close to
my heart: HabenEri,
(North America
Support Group Of
Disabled Eritreans) an
organization dedicated
to helping disabled
Eritreans in Eritrea live
with dignity,
independence, and
hope. 

Why HabenEri?
HabenEri Inc. is a
501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, officially
authorized by the ..... 
 

National Association of
Eritrean Disabled
(NAEWDV) to raise
funds in support of
individuals with
disabilities in
Eritrea.Disabled
Eritreans face daily
challenges that many
of us never see or
experience. 

HabenEri works to
bridge that gap by
providing support,
resources, and
advocacy for
individuals who are too
often overlooked. Their
mission is rooted in
compassion, inclusion,
and community—values
that deeply resonate
with me. I realized that
my birthday could be
more than a personal
milestone. It could be a
platform to raise
awareness and inspire
action.  used Facebook
to Spread the Message
On my birthday, I
shared a Facebook....

post explaining why
HabenEri matters to
me andhow people
could turn my
celebration into an act
of giving. Instead of
asking for gifts, I made
a simple request:

“If you want to
celebrate my birthday,
please consider
donating to HabenEri
to support disabled
Eritreans.” Facebook
allowed me to reach
Eritreans and friends of
Eritrea around the
world. The post
sparked conversations,
shares, and messages
of encouragement.
Most importantly, it led
to meaningful
donations—each one a
reminder of the power
of using social media
for good. My Message
to All Eritreans and
Friends of Eritrea
This experience
reinforced something
important: we don’t
need to wait to make a 

Continue next pagepage 7



difference. each of us
has something
valuable to contribute.
We already have
powerful tools—our
voices, our networks,
and platforms like
Facebook. A single
post, combined with a
personal story, can
inspire others and
create real impact.
Imagine the difference
we could make if more
of us dedicated a
birthday, anniversary,
or personal milestone
to supporting HabenEri
Inc. 
       You Can Donate:
Supporting HabenEri is
easy and secure. You
can donate in the
following ways:

1.Via Zelle
 Send your donation to:   
470-559-2936
   2,  Via Secure 
Website
www.HabenEri.org

Every contribution—big
or small—helps improve
the lives of disabled
Eritreans. 

How You Can Get
Involved in addition
to donating, you can:

Create a Facebook
birthday fundraiser
or post for HabenEri
Share HabenEri’s
mission with your
family, friends, and
community
Encourage others—
Eritreans and
friends of Eritrea
alike—to join you

Together, through
HabenEri, we can make
a lasting difference for
disabled Eritreans.

I DEDICATED MY BIRTHDAY FOR HABENEri. 
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HabenEri is pleased to acknowledge the
notable generosity and sense of social
responsibility demonstrated by ESA.
Through exemplary youth leadership and
active community involvement, ESA
students provided a significant monetary
contribution in support of HabenEri’s
initiatives befitting individuals with
disabilities in Eritrea. The funds were
generated via a well attended cultural event,
“Night by the Red Sea” organized by ESA.
The gathering highlighted Eritrean heritage
through cultural activities, unity, and
engagement, while also advancing a
philanthropic objective assisting those living
with disabilities.  The association effectively
integrated cultural celebration with
purposeful action, illustrating how tradition
can complement service.
 

Ohio State University Eritrean Students
Association Endorses HabenEri’s Mission. 

page 9

This commendable donation exemplifies the
increasing role of youth in humanitarian
endeavors. more than hosting a cultural
event, ESA Students utilized  the occasion to
foster tangible impact. the approach
underscores the potential of young individuals
to drive positive change when combining
strategic organization, vision, and dedication
to service.
HabenEri expresses sincere gratitude to the
ESA members for their commitment, initiative,
and solidarity. The support with aid ongoing
projects aimed at enhancing the quality of life
for people with debilities in Eritrea delivering
hope and meaningful assistance where it is
critically needed.
HabenEri encourages young students and
professionals to follow ESA’s lead in
supporting people with disability in Eritrea.
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Pictures at the cultural event. 
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Pictures at the cultural event. 
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Pictures at the cultural event. 

Dr. Berhe Habte-Giorgis delivered
remarks to the youth at the event

as a represntative of HabenEri. 



A Heart Of Service: Dr. Samuela Zerai’s Journey

at Denden Clinic Asmara, Eritrea 

Q & A

1, What motivated you
to volunteer at
Denden Clinic, and
what was your role
during the four
months you spent in
Eritrea serving people
with disabilities?

A: My background is as
a critical care nurse in
the private sector for
over 15 years. I have
since continued my
career as a board-
certified advanced
Family Nurse practition
er working in the
federal government.
The experience and
exposure I gained from
working with a
population of diverse
medical problems gave
me the experience,
confidence and
motivation to help
disabled Eritreans in
my native country of
Eritrea. When I first
visited the Denden
clinic in Asmara, I was
fortunate to have been
introduced to the
then Director of the
National War Disabled 
Veterans Association,
Gebrebrhan Eyassu

who has since passed
on. I was also fortunate
to meet the medical
director of the
association, Dr. Rezene
Mebrahtu. I am
grateful to both for
introducing me to the
Denden Clinic, its staff,
the patients and for
helping me navigate
the system.

The Denden Clinic is
located at the former
Kagnew station, and
this is where many of
the seriously disabled
veterans and their
families live. The Clinic
treats several war
veterans with
extensive disabilities
including quadriplegia
and paraplegia. There
are also children with
blindness, deafness
and autism living
within the community.
I got involved in
participating in
the care of the
disabled population at
this location and in
outlying rural areas as
well.

2, Can you share one
or two moments from
your time at the clinic
that were especially
meaningful or
satisfying for you, and
why they left a lasting
impression?

A: the hospital is really
like a gathering of
family members who
share similar
experiences, disability,
and challenges. This
group and their
extended families
laugh together
tell jokes and share
their experiences and
try to enjoy life to their
best ability. They
consider
themselves physically
disabled but remain
very motivated to fully
remain active and live
life.
They don’t seem to
harbor any bad
feelings or regrets and
don’t feel sorry for
themselves.
One event that stuck in
my mind was at the
time of the famous
Eritrean cyclist, >>>>>>

Continue reading next
page
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Biniam Girmay
approaching the finishing
line at the Tour de France
where a large group of
disabled veterans
and their family’s
watching television
erupted with cheers,
screams of joy and
dancing (lying in
bed or on their
wheelchairs).
The disabled veterans live
in groups. Each room has
either two occupants or
up to six in the
larger rooms. Each room is
equipped with TV with
access to local, regional,
and international
news/activities. There is a
strong camaraderie and
sense of community
within the group. To my
surprise I did not  find
anybody on psychiatric
medications, and I did not
observe anybody with any
signs of PTSD. This is a
large part due to the fact
that they are proud of the
cause they fought for and
take pride in having
participated in the
liberation of the country.

3,What were some of the
main challenges you
encountered while
providing care to
disabled patients at
Denden Clinic, and how
did you and the local
team work through them?

A: there are many
challenges that are facing
the disabled people. There
is lack of modern
equipment to facilitate
mobility. They need
equipped ambulances and
there is shortage of
trained healthcare
workers. The recreational
areas also need
rehabilitation and
improved equipment. The
need for material support
is very long. As you can
imagine, when you
have paraplegia or some
form of spinal cord injury,
there always a need for
three-way and
straight Foley catheters.
There is need for topical
antibiotics, skin
antiseptics, Daykin’s
solution, and other
supplies for wound care
related issues. There
could benefit from
activities from
computer training,
handcrafting, reading and
language skills and other
activities that can keep
them busy that may even
help them generate
income. There’s also need
for visiting vascular
surgeons, urologists and
other healthcare
providers including
experienced nurses to
provide bedside nurse and
 teaching.

4,What key lessons—
professional or personal—
did you take away from
this experience that you
believe will stay with you
for life?

A:There is a need for
material and financial
support to improve the
quality of life of the
disabled. I came away very
impressed by the positive
attitude, lack of self-pity,
the motivation to get
better and to improve
quality of life and their
ability to get along with
one another despite the
challenges they face.
They can benefit from any
goodwill persons willing to
help financially for
purchasing essentials
meds and supplies.
 There is also a need for
teaching be it by physical
therapists, nurses,
doctors or any other
healthcare provider.
Anyone who is interested
to engage either
personally or to support
the disabled people in
Eritrea (indirectly or
directly) can contact
HabenEri either through
its website (HabenEri.org)
or by contacting one of its
volunteers. HabenEri is a
501-C not-for-profit
organization that is legally
registered in the US. Its
mission is to help support
the various needs of the
disabled veterans
and civilians in Eritrea with
special emphasis on
health care.

Thank you, Dr. Samuela, for taking the time to share your experience and reflection.
Your dedication, compassion, and service at Denden clinic continue to inspire our

community.
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H A B E N E R I  WO U L D L I K E  TO AC KO N O L E D G E  

T H E  F O L LOW I N G M A J O R  D O N O R S
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H E A R T F E LT  A P P R E C I A T I O N  T O  A L L  W H OH E A R T F E LT  A P P R E C I A T I O N  T O  A L L  W H O

V O L U N T E E R E D  T H E I R  T I M E ,  P R O V I D E D  S U P P O R T,  A N D  M A D E  F I N A N C I A LV O L U N T E E R E D  T H E I R  T I M E ,  P R O V I D E D  S U P P O R T,  A N D  M A D E  F I N A N C I A L

D O N A T I O N S  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  D I S A B L E DD O N A T I O N S  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  D I S A B L E D

P E O P L E  I N  E R I T R E A .P E O P L E  I N  E R I T R E A .

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M A J O R  H A B E N E R I  D O N O R S :S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M A J O R  H A B E N E R I  D O N O R S :

D R .  S .  M .  S I R A MD R .  S .  M .  S I R A M

M S  R A H W A  G E B R E T N S A I EM S  R A H W A  G E B R E T N S A I E

D R .D R .     A Z I Z Z  A N D  D R .  M O H A M E D  O W E R S  O F  R E D A N  P H A R M A C YA Z I Z Z  A N D  D R .  M O H A M E D  O W E R S  O F  R E D A N  P H A R M A C Y   

D R .  A R O N  K E F E L A  A N D  M R S .  A D I A M  T E S F A M A R I A MD R .  A R O N  K E F E L A  A N D  M R S .  A D I A M  T E S F A M A R I A M

M R .  D E B E S A Y  S I U M  A N D  M R S  G E N T  I S A A CM R .  D E B E S A Y  S I U M  A N D  M R S  G E N T  I S A A C

D R .  M I C H A E L  S O L O M O N  A N D  M R S .  T S G E R D A  T E K L ED R .  M I C H A E L  S O L O M O N  A N D  M R S .  T S G E R D A  T E K L E   

D R .  H A I L E  M E Z G E B ED R .  H A I L E  M E Z G E B E

M R .  S A M S O N  B E R A K I  A N D  M R S  S E G E N  A R A Y AM R .  S A M S O N  B E R A K I  A N D  M R S  S E G E N  A R A Y A

P R A S H A N T H  P A L W A LP R A S H A N T H  P A L W A L

D R .  B E R H E  H A B T E  A N D  D R .  S A M U E L A  Z E R A ID R .  B E R H E  H A B T E  A N D  D R .  S A M U E L A  Z E R A I

M R .  B E R E K E T  H A R E G O T  A B A YM R .  B E R E K E T  H A R E G O T  A B A Y
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