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By Barbara Crown 
Hunter Information Service

Hunters heading to areas along the 
U.S. southern boundary should 

know that a long swath of public lands 
there have been designated as National 
Defense Areas and are generally off lim-
its to nonmilitary personnel. 

In New Mexico, that includes hunting 
areas in Hidalgo, Luna and Dona Ana 
counties now included in the U.S. Ar-

my’s Fort Huachuca extension.
This past June, about one third of the 

U.S. border with Mexico, stretching 
from Arizona through Texas, was con-
verted to NDAs as extensions of existing 
army forts. While some of these areas are 
not part of public hunting zones, there 
are others that overlap game manage-
ment units and wilderness areas. 

National Defense Areas, or NDAs, re-
quire anyone without Department of 
Defense identification to apply for spe-
cial access credentials.

In September, the New Mexico De-

partment of Game and Fish (DGF) an-
nounced a protocol developed with Fort 
Huachuca to allow hunters and other 
outdoor enthusiasts to obtain visitor ac-
cess. 

In advance of traveling to the area, us-
ers must submit personal information 
and pass a criminal background check. 
Once on the properties, hunters must 
follow New Mexico DGF and Fort Hua-
chuca regulations. 

Read all the requirements on the 
New Mexico DGF website (wildlife.dgf.
nm.gov) under Press Releases. Look for 
the Sept. 5 announcement, Portions of 
Southern New Mexico border listed as 
National Defense Area. The announce-
ment has links to BLM maps of the ar-
eas and to Fort Huachuca’s website for a 
complete list of restrictions and require-
ments. 

To complete a background check and 
receive an NDA access badge, hunters 
must complete an Access Request Form 
available on the Fort Huachuca website. 

Hunters should expect to find similar 
requirements on other public hunting 
lands that are part of military installa-
tions or have been incorporated into 
NDAs along the southern border. 

Check with the appropriate state wild-
life department before planning to hunt 
any of these areas.

Some Public Lands At Southern
US Border Now Closed To Hunters 
One-third Of US-Mexico Border Designated ‘National Defense Areas’

Some National 
Defense Areas overlap 
game management 
units and wilderness 
areas. 

“
Some states, like New Mexico, will allow hunters onto some National Defense 
Areas if they pass a criminal background check. 

By Chris Tymeson 
Vice President of Government Affairs

Every September, there is a week marked by a migra-
tion of conservation leaders into the nation’s cap-

ital. The week is filled with meetings and receptions, 
capped by the highlight event: The annual banquet and 
auction of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation. 
This was the 36th year of the dinner, and SCI was repre-
sented in force.     

Just the week prior, SCI CEO W. Laird Hamberlin was 
invited to and attended the exclusive Outdoor & Rec-
reation Conservation Roundtable at the White House, 
hosted by Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum and 
attended by CEOs from across the outdoor industry. 
Representing hunters nationwide, Laird was recog-
nized among this small group of leaders to discuss SCI’s 
top legislative priorities, including: 
• Endangered Species Act reform to enable sci-

ence-based management.
• Public land access for hunters, anglers and outdoor 

recreationists.
• Addressing frivolous lawsuits from anti-hunting 

groups that slow down common-sense conservation 
efforts.  

This meeting came on the heels of an individual Au-
gust meeting among Laird, other SCI leadership and 
Secretary Burgum, along with high-ranking staff from 

the Interior Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

We also met with Brian Nesvik, the new Director of the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. SCI supported 
Director Nesvik’s confirmation because he brings expe-
rience as a seasoned conservationist, decorated military 
leader and proven wildlife manager to one of the most 
important conservation roles in the federal govern-
ment (see page 19).

SCI remains committed to supporting leaders like Di-
rector Nesvik who understand that ethical hunting, sus-
tainable-use policy and conservation go hand in hand. 
In addition, we look forward to working with Director 
Nesvik, who is an avid hunter and friend of SCI, having 
attended the Convention many times in the past.

His arrival coincides with a policy victory for hunters 
on the Endangered Species Act. Just as Nesvik took the 
reins, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced it 
will pause use of the controversial “blanket 4(d) rule” 
and initiate steps to rescind it over the next 14 months. 
The blanket 4(d) rule automatically applies endan-
gered-level protections to threatened-listed species 
while ignoring the specific needs or conditions of each 
species. 

This one-size-fits-all approach discourages conserva-
tion efforts and undermines species recovery. SCI has 

previously submitted comments in opposition to the 
blanket 4(d) rule and applauds its withdrawal for the 
benefit of the conservation of threatened-listed species.

The work of your Advocacy Department continues 
against the backdrop of local events and meetings. Ear-
lier this month, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pub-
lished the final 2025-26 Station-Specific Hunting and 

WASHINGTON REPORT

A Busy September Defending
Hunting In Nation’s Capital 
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Personally, I want to use this opportunity to thank exhib-
itors at the SCI Convention for their long-standing sup-

port of SCI’s mission. Without you, SCI couldn’t be all that 
it has come to be.

Exhibitors are vital partners in making the SCI Conven-
tion the premier event in the world for hunters and conser-
vationists. There has been a mutual trust 
and respect built over decades between 
SCI and exhibitors. This is crucial as we go 
into the future.

Our exhibitors are more than partners — 
they are the backbone of our Convention 
experience, representing the best in hunt-
ing, conservation and outdoor adventure.

Exhibitors help fund advocacy, conser-
vation and education programs through 
their participation. Auctions, booth sales 
and sponsorships directly support SCI’s 
work defending hunting rights and con-
servation initiatives worldwide. Every ex-
hibitor booth represents an opportunity for 
members to connect, learn and experience 
the best in the industry.

Exhibitors represent an array of quality and diversity not 
seen anywhere else in the world. Exhibitors include world-
class outfitters and guides, premium firearms and gear 
manufacturers and makers, and international destinations 
offering once-in-a-lifetime adventures.

The standards of excellence among exhibitors are unpar-
alleled in their ethics, sustainability and professionalism. 
Truly, SCI’s exhibitors are the best of the best.

When you walk our exhibit floor, you’re seeing the gold 
standard — businesses and organizations committed to ex-
cellence, conservation and the future of hunting.

Exhibitors help connect members with global hunting 

opportunities, like arranging for that one unique hunt that 
will help a member realize a lifelong dream. Exhibitors 
bring innovation, access and expertise to SCI members year 
after year.

Unforgettable experiences await members on the Con-
vention floor in Nashville. So, it’s important to register for 

the 2026 Convention in Nashville, Feb. 18-
21, and to make travel and hotel arrange-
ments because you won’t want to miss a 
single minute of this coming Convention.

Member participation supports exhib-
itors, who in turn support SCI’s broader 
mission. While at Convention, visit exhibi-
tor booths and support those who support 
SCI. Every auction bid, every sponsorship, 
every booth visited fuels conservation and 
advocacy efforts worldwide.

Let’s celebrate and support the business-
es and organizations that make our Con-
vention the best in the world — because 

together, we are First for Hunters.
I invite all members to join me in my pride 

and gratitude for the partnership among 
SCI, its members and exhibitors. We can all be proud of 
ourselves, and SCI and we can invite those who are not yet 
members to become members of SCI, go to the Convention 
and take the first step in a better life for everyone.

As SCI members, we are active all year long, supporting 
the freedom to hunt and promoting sustainable use wildlife 
conservation worldwide.

The SCI Convention is where all of this is on display and 
where we all celebrate the hunt. But we can only experi-
ence this when we attend the Convention in person. As the 
Convention theme says: You Never Know ’Til You Go. I look 
forward to seeing everyone in Nashville at the Convention.

CONVENTION EXHIBITORS HELP MAKE SCI STRONGER

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY JEFF MEYERL

You never know ’til you go.
This coming February, Safari Club International 

members from around the globe will gather for the ultimate 
celebration of hunting, conservation and adventure. 

The 2026 SCI Convention in Nashville will raise the bar 
yet again — and at the heart of it all are the legendary SCI 
auctions that deliver once-in-a-lifetime experiences while 
funding the future of wildlife conservation.

There is a lot more to Convention than 
auctions, and I’ll discuss them between now 
and the Convention. But for this message, I 
want to focus on auctions and explain how 
they fit into the overall picture.

Auctions at the SCI Convention include 
incredible hunts, gear and travel packag-
es members can win. These auctions have 
global reach: Africa, Alaska, South Ameri-
ca, Europe — all in one place. 

That’s the secret of the incredible success 
of the SCI Convention over the decades — 
it’s a one-stop shop where members can 
find everything needed to hunt any species 
anywhere in the world, and it’s all there in 
one place at one time. There is nothing 
even remotely like it anywhere else, and it’s all there for SCI 
members to enjoy while celebrating the hunt.

So, why should members want to participate in the auc-
tions at Convention? The best hunts and gear are only avail-
able to those in the room. Auctions are where friendships 
are forged and memories are made. Members can support 
conservation and advocacy while living their passion for 
hunting and the outdoors.

Auction proceeds directly fund conservation programs, 
education and wildlife protection worldwide. This means 
that when members bid on auction items at the Convention, 

they are participating personally and powerfully in protect-
ing the freedom to hunt and in promoting sustainable use 
wildlife conservation worldwide.

Every winning bid is a win for conservation, for hunting 
access and for future generations of outdoorsmen and wom-
en. SCI members show their collective commitment to hunt-
ing by what they do all year long, and this is on full display at 

the Convention.
Think about the auction experience it-

self. There is an energy in the room at all 
Convention auctions. There is fast-paced 
bidding, there are record-setting moments 
when items set new and higher values, and 
there are members cheering each other on.

Auctions feature exclusive items that only 
SCI offers. These include luxury hunting 
safaris, firearms that are available nowhere 
else in the world, high-performance gear 
and one-of-a-kind artwork, as well as VIP 
experiences with celebrities and conserva-
tion leaders.

If you’ve never experienced the thrill of 
the SCI auctions, 2026 is your year. Register 
now, join the excitement and see for your-

self why every bid matters.
Each day, the auctions lead into unforgettable evening 

events. There are the Beretta Gala and Weatherby Awards 
nights; Boots, Beer & Broadway Wednesday; Night of the 
Hunter at the Ryman Auditorium with WildLife Partners; 
and the Little Big Town Finale Gala Saturday night.

Together, we raise more than paddles at the various auc-
tions and do more than attend and support the evening 
events — we raise the bar for what’s possible in conserva-
tion, adventure and community. I can’t wait to see you all in 
Nashville. You Never Know ’Til You Go.

CONVENTION AUCTIONS FUND CONSERVATION

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S 
MESSAGE 

BY W. LAIRD HAMBERLIN
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By Brittany Nelson

Long before she stood on a podium as an Olympic 
gold medalist in Women’s Skeet, Amber English 

walked the fields of Colorado with her father, learning 
the patience and discipline that would later define her 
as one of the world’s best.

“My dad was a big hunter,” said English. “That was 
our thing to do. For him, opening day for dove hunting 
was like his national holiday. He even pulled us out of 
school to go hunting. Some of my best memories with 
him were being out in nature.”

English, who won 
gold at the Tokyo 2020 
Games, spent her child-
hood chasing mule deer, 
elk, antelope and pheas-
ants. The hunts were 
more than just sport 
— they were family tra-
ditions that built charac-
ter and created lifelong 
memories.

“When I was really 
young, my dad used to 
say nobody can say no 
to a little girl asking for 

permission to hunt on their land,” she said with a smile. 
“I would be three or four years old in a bright purple 
snowsuit, asking permission.”

For English, mule deer season holds a special place in 
her heart, not only because of the challenge, but also 
because it often fell near her birthday. 

“When I was younger, they would tell me the hunts 
were my birthday present. The older I got, I realized 
maybe it wasn’t,” she laughed.

That sense of challenge is one of the reasons English 
continues to enjoy hunting. “I enjoy it because it’s 
work,” she said. 

“You have to put the time and energy into figuring 
out where they are and how they operate. You’re study-
ing something in a different light, and it’s a challenge. 
When things are challenging, it’s rewarding. It’s hard to 
have a bad day out there.”

Those lessons outdoors translated directly into her ca-
reer as an elite athlete. 

“Hunting has taught me patience,” she said. “Some-
times things happen quickly, and sometimes it takes 
a lot of work. You have to be ready to perform under 

pressure and on demand. That’s very similar to shoot-
ing competitions.”

English believes the problem-solving skills gained in 
the field also help her handle the pressures of interna-
tional competition. 

“The more you prepare for different situations, the 
better equipped you are,” she said. “When things don’t 
go the way you thought they would, you fall back on 
preparation and confidence that you can still execute.”

For English, sharing that love for the outdoors is just 

as important as her own experiences. She challenges 
people to get outside of their comfort zones and learn 
what hunting has to offer.

Being outdoors also offers her peace and perspective. 
“It’s really peaceful just sitting in a deer stand. It gives 

you mental clarity to think about life with no distrac-
tions,” she said. “That’s important for people. Whether 
it’s hunting or something else, everyone should find 
that thing that resets them.”

From the fields of Colorado to the Olympic stage, 
English’s story is one of patience, perseverance and a 
lifelong connection to the outdoors.

USA Shooting is a non-profit corporation chartered 
in 1995 by the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee as the National Governing Body for the Olympic & 
Paralympic Shooting Sports. 

SCI is a gold-level partner of USA Shooting. 

Brittany Nelson is Shooting USA’s public relations and 
communications manager. 

Family
Traditions 
Skeet Champ Amber English
Grew Up Hunting Pheasants In Colorado

A young Amber English 
with her brother Josh 
English after a family 
pheasant hunt.

From the fields of Colorado to the Olympic stage, English’s story is one of patience, perseverance and a 
lifelong connection to the outdoors.

Amber English earned a gold medal in Women’s Skeet in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. English said lessons learned hunting and in the outdoors translated directly 
into her career as an elite athlete. Photo by Brittany Nelson.
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for permission to hunt on their 
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years old in a bright purple 
snowsuit, asking permission.”— 

AMBER ENGLISH
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By Barbara Crown 
Hunter Information Service

A federal judge in Argentina recent-
ly issued orders to release the tro-

phies of three hunting companies seized 
in the August 2024 raid of exporter Lo-
gistic Solutions. 

Algar Safaris, Catena Safaris Argenti-
na and Tipiliuke Lodge were cleared to 
claim their clients’ trophies and begin 
contacting them to make new shipping 
arrangements.

In mid-September, Catena Safaris re-
ported they had already retrieved half 
of their trophies and were arranging 
to get the rest held at a different facili-
ty. Furthermore, the federal prosecutor 
overseeing this case has begun allowing 
other hunting companies to access the 
Logistic Solutions facility, locate their 
clients’ trophies and set them aside until 
they are released. 

Mapu Hunting Lodge reports already 
having done this. The latest company 
authorized to do so is North Patagonia 
Lodge. Others are sure to follow soon.

As SCI’s Hunter Information Service 

reported in Safari Times previously, some 
3,000 hunting trophies were seized in a 
multi-agency raid focused on outfitter 
Caza Y Safaris, which has been accused 
of numerous wildlife-related violations.

Logistic Solutions is accused of export-
ing illegally harvested wildlife for Caza Y 
Safaris. 

Both companies have denied any 
wrongdoing. 

When the Logistic Solutions ware-
house was raided in 2024, the govern-
ment seized all trophies and documents 
present. Since Logistic Solutions han-
dled about 80 percent of Argentina’s tro-
phy exports, trophies from almost every 

outfitting company in Argentina were in 
that warehouse when it was raided. 

For over a year, a handful of outfitters 
have been actively working to get their 
clients’ trophies released. That is finally 
happening.

Other outfitters have been waiting to 
see if Algar Safaris and the others would 
succeed before spending funds to have 
their own clients’ provincial hunting 
documents reissued and lawyers file pe-
titions to release each trophy. Now that 
court orders have released trophies to 
three outfitters, a clear and repeatable 
process has been established for other 
operators to follow. 

While that is a positive development, 
there are other factors that will affect 
hunters differently. 

Most of the hunting operators the 
Hunter Information Service has con-
tacted report working with attorneys to 
release their clients’ trophies, but a few 
have taken the position that this is not 
their responsibility. Others are absorb-

Argentina Starts Releasing Seized Trophies

Continued on page 31 u

An excited Catena Safaris team handled the retrieval of client trophies 
personally. From left to right are ranch manager Santiago Davila, lawyer Carlos 
Legon Marienhoff, Argentina Trophy Export Manager Matias Corrales and Partner 
and CEO Matt Venesia.

3,000 Legal Antlers Held Since 2024 
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Luau Celebrates Denver Chapter, Sables
As the new president of Sa-

bles, I am truly amazed 
and honored to be part of the 
community called Sables. 

One gathering we recently 
had was with the Denver Sa-
bles, together with the SCI 
Denver chapter. They hosted 
a magnificent luau event set 
against the scenic backdrop of 
Colorado’s foothills. 
Former Sables President Su-

san Hayes and her husband, 
Bill Hayes, graciously welcomed us to their impressive 
barn-dominium for a memorable evening. Upon arriv-
al, each guest received a beautiful and aromatic plume-
ria lei, which was specially delivered fresh from Hawaii 
by the Hayes.  

The evening commenced with a cocktail reception on 
the patio, offering picturesque views of the surrounding 
hills and mountains while also allowing guests the op-
portunity to network and engage in conversation. 

Dinner featured authentic island cuisine, accompa-
nied by background music that encouraged continued 
interaction among attendees. Desserts were freshly pre-
pared by the women of Denver Sables, who also man-
aged the event’s décor, setup and cleanup. Their com-
mitment and meticulous attention to detail were clearly 
evident.

After dinner, guests were entertained by Polynesian 
performers presenting a variety of traditional dances 
from the islands, including New Zealand’s Haka and 
Poi, the Samoan Fire Knife, ’Ori Tahiti, and Hawaii’s 
Hula. The dancers also invited attendees to participate 

in the Poi and Hula dances, providing a memorable ex-
perience for all present.

The evening progressed with a DJ providing music as 
guests began to dance outdoors under the stars, illumi-

nated by tiki torches and a bonfire. The event was truly 
memorable and enjoyed by 100 attendees.

Sables and SCI organized this event with the aim of 
fostering member engagement and encouraging great-
er involvement within the Chapters and committees. I 
extend my sincere appreciation to the Hayes family, SCI 
Denver Chapter, and their Sables that helped with the 
event for their ongoing generosity, commitment, and 
loyal support.

Are you eager to connect with like-minded women 
who share and support your enthusiasm for hunting, 
conservation and education? Establishing a Sables 
Committee within your SCI Chapter is not just about 
organization — it’s about cultivating a vibrant commu-
nity where women inspire, support and lead one anoth-
er. Sables Committees collaborate with their local SCI 
Chapters to:

• Raise funds
• Support educational programs
• Serve as ambassadors in their communities
However, beyond their impact, Sables foster a sister-

hood — women uniting around a common mission 
and a love for the outdoors. Through networking, lead-
ership and friendship, Sables infuse fresh energy into 
every chapter.

If your chapter has yet to form a Sables Committee, 
now is the ideal time to launch one. Together, we can 
educate the next generation, forge lasting friendships 
and create a legacy for the future of hunting and con-
servation. 

For more information on how to get started, and have 
a luau or other such fun events, please reach out to me, 
Irene Dudley-Hanlon, Sables President at irenedudley-
hanlon.sables@gmail.com.

BY IRENE DUDLEY-
HANLON 

SABLES  PRESIDENT

SABLES PRESIDENT MESSAGE

Sables President Irene Dudley-Hanlon (left) and Sables 
Past President and SCI Vice President Susan Hayes. 

By Andy McCormick

Dove hunting has been tough overall 
this year with a variety of temps and 

storms rolling through Northern Neva-
da.

Areas that normally held some sporty 
dove shooting were not as productive as 
usual. 

However, sometimes if you stick it out 
and get resourceful, remain positive 
and get out and about amongst the vast 
swaths of BLM land available in Nevada 
and actually scout for the gray bandits, 
you can do well. 

Barley, my wirehair Griffon, and I have 
been roaming north, south, east and 
west out of the Reno area and hitting 
waterholes, flight corridors and glassing 
loafing areas, while deploying decoys 
and the Dove Mojo where practical to 
try and suck in passing bandits. 

After a fruitless morning hunt recently, 
we ventured into a very remote area and 
came across a spot with water all over 
the desert floor and amongst the sage. 
As soon as I saw the valuable water in the 
middle of nowhere, I became excited 
and assumed that there surely had to be 

birds coming to this oasis. 
Temps were in the 90s, so shade was 

imperative for Barley to remain comfort-
able and safe. 

I grabbed the gear from the truck and 
got things situated in the shade. I placed 
the Mojo near the open water about 30 
yards away. 

With cool, clean water in the bowl for 
Barley, he was all set up. I then sat on 
my dove stool, had my POINTER FT12 
Semi Auto in Mossy Oak and OD Cer-

akote all loaded up with number 7 1/2 
shot ready. I had swapped out my mod-
ified choke with an improved cylinder 
choke instead. I expected close work 
about to take place.

Not five minutes went by, and the 
sagebrush began to come alive with the 
sounds of valley quail all around us. Bar-
ley was on full alert with the quail chatter, 
snapping his head left and right to zoom 
in on their exact locations. But his quail 
focus was interrupted by the flight of an 

incoming pair of doves. They passed by 
from right to left and must have seen 
the Mojo in action because they hooked 
back around and floated in for a perfect-
ly set up double. The Pointer Semi came 
up and Bam! Bam! ... two down. Barley 
was off to the races into the green grass 
and water for the retrieves.

“Dead bird, dead bird,” I said. I whis-
tled, and Barley proudly trotted back 
to the shade with doves. We were both 
very happy to be in the mix of shotguns 
going off, birds dropping and whistles. 
Good boy.  

We managed to end the midday shoot 
with a respectful harvest of the gray ban-
dits and a satisfied dog. The POINTER 
FT12 Semi performed flawlessly and is 
sure to be deployed again soon. 

We are so looking forward to another 
great bird season in Nevada with quail 
and chukar sightings looking very prom-
ising to say the least.

I am grateful for the opportunities to 
spend time in the field with a great dog, 
combined with some good sport. 

Andy McCormick is co-owner of Legacy 
Sports International.

Extra Scouting Helps Nevada Hunter
Score In Early Dove Season 

Andy McCormick had a good day dove hunting in Nevada recently with his 
Pointer FT12 in Mossy Oak.
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SABLES  PRESIDENT

SABLES PRESIDENT MESSAGE

Sables President Irene Dudley-Hanlon (left) and Sables 
Past President and SCI Vice President Susan Hayes. 

By Andy McCormick
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akote all loaded up with number 7 1/2 
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ified choke with an improved cylinder 
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Not five minutes went by, and the 
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sounds of valley quail all around us. Bar-
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incoming pair of doves. They passed by 
from right to left and must have seen 
the Mojo in action because they hooked 
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ly set up double. The Pointer Semi came 
up and Bam! Bam! ... two down. Barley 
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and water for the retrieves.

“Dead bird, dead bird,” I said. I whis-
tled, and Barley proudly trotted back 
to the shade with doves. We were both 
very happy to be in the mix of shotguns 
going off, birds dropping and whistles. 
Good boy.  

We managed to end the midday shoot 
with a respectful harvest of the gray ban-
dits and a satisfied dog. The POINTER 
FT12 Semi performed flawlessly and is 
sure to be deployed again soon. 

We are so looking forward to another 
great bird season in Nevada with quail 
and chukar sightings looking very prom-
ising to say the least.

I am grateful for the opportunities to 
spend time in the field with a great dog, 
combined with some good sport. 

Andy McCormick is co-owner of Legacy 
Sports International.

Extra Scouting Helps Nevada Hunter
Score In Early Dove Season 

Andy McCormick had a good day dove hunting in Nevada recently with his 
Pointer FT12 in Mossy Oak.
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Chris Tymeson has recently been pro-
moted to Safari Club International 

Vice President of Government Affairs, 
where he will lead SCI’s legislative, regu-
latory and policy strategy at the federal, 
state and international levels.

In this senior leadership role, Tyme-
son will oversee SCI’s government re-
lations team, shape advocacy 
priorities and serve as the or-
ganization’s key liaison to pol-
icymakers, agencies and allied 
conservation organizations.

Tymeson brings more than 
two decades of experience in 
natural resource and wildlife 
law, including his tenure as 
Chief Legal Counsel for the 
Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks and as Vice-
Chair of the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ 
National Legal Committee. 
Since joining SCI in 2021, he 
has advanced the organization’s policy 
agenda across the U.S., delivering testi-
mony, tracking legislation and engaging 
stakeholders to defend hunting free-
doms and promote science-based con-
servation.

“Chris brings unmatched legal exper-
tise and a lifetime of passion for hunting 

and conservation,” said SC President Jeff 
Meyerl. “As Vice President of Govern-
ment Affairs, he will ensure SCI’s voice 
is clear and powerful in protecting hunt-
ers’ rights and advancing conservation 
policy around the world.”

A U.S. Army veteran and lifelong out-
doorsman, Tymeson has hunted and 

fished across the United States, 
Canada, Africa, Asia and Eu-
rope. He was a longtime Hunt-
er Education Instructor and 
has taught law enforcement of-
ficers, policymakers and public 
servants on legal and regulato-
ry matters. 

He holds a J.D. from Wash-
burn University School of Law 
and received his B.S. from Mis-
souri Southern State College. 
He and his wife, Kelley, live in 
Overland Park, Kansas, with 
their four children who share 
his passion for the outdoors.

“We are thrilled to have Chris leading 
our advocacy efforts,” added SCI CEO 
W. Laird Hamberlin. “From moderniz-
ing the Endangered Species Act to ex-
panding hunting access and supporting 
international conservation programs, 
his leadership will be essential to achiev-
ing SCI’s mission.”

Tymeson Promoted To Vice 
President Of Government Affairs

Chris Tymeson 
will oversee SCI’s 
government 
relations team.

By Sean Jackson 
SCI Chapter Service Specialist

Leaders from Pennsylvania’s 
SCI Chapters gathered re-

cently in Benezette, Penn., for 
a landmark statewide meeting, 
bringing together a powerful 
coalition of Chapter presidents, 
board members and national 
representatives all under one 
roof. 

Hosted at the Keystone Elk 
Country Alliance, the event was 
more than just a meeting. It was 
a unified effort to chart the fu-
ture of SCI’s impact across the 
state. 

Among the attendees at 
the August event were lead-
ers from the Blue Mountain, 
Pittsburgh and Lehigh Valley 
Chapters, joined by a SCI Di-
rector-at-Large, a Regional 
Representative and two SCI 
staff members — underscoring 
the significance of this gather-
ing at both the state and inter-
national levels.

The agenda was focused and 
ambitious: expanding mem-
bership, advancing advocacy ef-
forts to protect hunting rights, 

strengthening public relations 
and creating coordinated sup-
port for projects and charities. 

These discussions weren’t just 
theoretical — they were stra-
tegic action sessions aimed at 
building momentum and align-
ing priorities across all seven 
Pennsylvania chapters. 

By addressing challenges to-
gether and pooling resources, 
these leaders are positioning 
Pennsylvania SCI to be more 
influential than ever in policy 
conversations, conservation ini-
tiatives and public outreach.

This collaboration has al-
ready proven its power. 

Over the years, Pennsylva-
nia’s SCI chapters have collec-
tively contributed more than 
$200,000 to special projects at 
Keystone Elk Country Alliance, 
a shining example of what can 
be achieved through united ef-
fort. 

Attendees were also treated 

to elk viewing at the Alliance 
property — a fitting reminder 
of the conservation successes 
that SCI members work tireless-
ly to protect. 

The experience reinforced 
the direct connection between 
the Chapters’ fundraising, ad-
vocacy and on-the-ground con-
servation results that benefit 
both wildlife and the sporting 
community.

The significance of this meet-
ing extends far beyond Pennsyl-
vania. 

It stands as a model for other 
states with multiple SCI chap-
ters, demonstrating that when 
leaders align their missions, 
share resources and coordi-
nate their advocacy, the collec-
tive impact is far greater than 
any one chapter could achieve 
alone. 

This statewide unity ensures 
that SCI’s voice in Pennsylva-
nia is not only louder but also 
sharper, more strategic and 
more capable of shaping the 
future of hunting, conservation 
and outdoor heritage for gen-
erations to come.

Pennsylvania Chapters Work Together
CHAPTER NEWS - PENNSYLVANIA

Shown from left, SCI State Liaison Bee Fredrick, SCI Director-at-Large Chris Muller, Blue Mountain 
President-Elect Mike McConahy, SCI Chapter Service Specialist Sean Jackson, Lehigh Valley 
President Dan Soliday, Region 25E Representative Matt Smith, Pittsburgh President Brian Pitell 
and Director-at-Large Chris Gemondo all met in Pennsylvania recently to discuss issues important 
to SCI members.
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Lake Superior Chapter Celebrates
25 Years In A Big Way

By Scott Olson 
Lake Superior Chapter President

The Lake Superior Chapter of Safa-
ri Club International proudly cele-

brated its 25th Anniversary earlier this 
year in Hinckley, Minn. 

An Outfitter Appreciation event was 
hosted on April 3 at a nearby North-
wood’s themed tavern. More than 75 
outfitters, guests and board members 
shared stories and caught up with 
friends. 

April 4 started with a sporting clays 
shoot. The shoot had a record number 
of new shooters, mostly lady members of 
our Sables Committee.

Nick Hoffman, a Minnesota native and 
host of Nick’s Wild Ride on the Outdoor 
Channel, as well as one of the hosts of 
SCI’s national dinner and awards pro-
grams at the Convention, entertained 
our audience each night with a mix of 
music and storytelling that always holds 
our members’ attention. This was the 
second time Nick entertained us at our 
event. 

The Chapter was honored to have Sa-
fari Club International CEO Laird Ham-
berlin and his wife, Katie, attend the 
event. What a treat it was to spend time 
with both of them! They were impressed 
with some of our uniquely “Lake Superi-
or Chapter” activities, especially our cus-
tom cake auction each night, giving away 
an ATV on Friday and a side-by-side UTV 
on Saturday.

April 5 started with our annual Veter-
ans’ Breakfast, then some informative 
seminars. Later, a sold-out Sables Wine 
and Cheese event sponsored by the 
Chapter’s treasurer, Lisa Gingerich-Ol-
son of Coppersmith Global Logistics, 
kept the ladies busy.

One of the Chapter’s goals each year is 
to increase the membership of both the 
Chapter and SCI. Regional Representa-

tive Jordan Wisecup works our member-
ship booth tirelessly each year. 

To celebrate our Chapter’s 25th an-
niversary, I worked with six of our 
award-winning outfitters to have a free 
raffle available to all members of the 
Lake Superior Chapter. 
• International Adventures Unlimited: 

Roe Deer hunt in Scotland
• Nootka Island Lodge: British Colum-

bia fishing trip
• Leyo Outfitting: Montana Trophy Elk 

hunt
• Africa Maximum Safaris: NW Province 

of South African Plains Game safari
• Western Cape Game: Western Cape 

Province Golden Wildebeest safari
• Mike Popp’s Nature Adventures: Idaho 

Predator 4 Pack hunt including Moun-

tain Lion, Wolf, Bobcat and Coyote
Jordan and the membership booth 

were busy right up until dinner both 
days. At our 25th anniversary event, we 
sold 79 annual National memberships, 
10 three-year National memberships, 
and 90 Chapter memberships!  

CEO Hamberlin was our guest speak-
er Saturday evening. Laird talked about 
SCI’s mission on local, national and in-
ternational levels and challenged all of 
the guests to continue supporting SCI 
and the Chapter. 

Laird spoke of being a Southern boy, 
and while being a recipient of the pres-
tigious World Hunting Award from SCI, 
his favorite things to hunt were DDT: 
deer, ducks, and turkey. What a great re-
minder that Safari Club International is 

First for Hunters, all hunters.
After Laird’s speech, I took the stage 

again and called all the youth in atten-
dance to the front of the stage. We had 
27 youth, 17 years and under, in atten-
dance. 

On behalf of the Chapter, I announced 
that the Lake Superior Chapter was pre-
senting each youth with a Minnesota 
lifetime hunting/fishing license. (Wis-
consin youth were given $500 on the 
promise that they would use the funds 
for hunting and fishing licenses.) 

The attendees gave a standing ovation 
to the Lake Superior Chapter. It was an 
incredible thrill to be part of this event; 
all of the Chapter’s hard work was visible 
to the attendees. 

What will 2026 bring? Stay tuned!

CHAPTER NEWS - WISCONSIN

Shown from left are Nick Hoffman, Jordan Wisecup, Chapter President Scott Olson, Treasurer Lisa Gingerich-Olson, Katie and 
Laird Hamberlin, and Auctioneer Bruce Brock, along with 400 other SCI members, enjoying the Lake Superior Chapter’s 25th 
anniversary event.
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SCOTLAND and ENGLAND
Hunt with

Mike
McCrave

The Man in the Kilt

Mike McCrave Hunting Ltd.
mike@huntingvacationscotland.com
www.huntingvacationscotland.com

• English red stag
• Scottish red stag
• European red stag
• Pere David deer
• Manchurian sika
• Japanese sika
• European Grand Slam
• Red Deer of the World

• Antlered Game
  of the World
• Trophy Animals
  of Europe
• Roe deer • Fallow deer
• Reeves muntjac
• Chinese water deer
• Hog deer • Axis deer
• Wild goatIF YOU WANT THE BEST - GO TO THE BEST

By Emilio Paris

The City of Buenos Aires hosts the 
annual Arms, Hunting and Fishing 

Fair, one of the most important events of 
its kind in South America. 

The fair attracts thousands of visitors, 
both enthusiasts and professionals, who 
come to discover the latest innovations 
in hunting, sport shooting, fishing and 
outdoor activities.

For several days, the exhibition 
grounds become a meeting point where 
national and international exhibitors 
showcase a wide range of products, from 
hunting and sporting firearms to fishing 
gear, boats, camping equipment and 
specialized clothing. In addition, the 
program includes talks and live demon-
strations.

The Argentine Chapter of Safari Club 
International participates in this event 
every year, taking advantage of the op-
portunity to promote SCI’s principles 
and its ongoing work defending hunters’ 
rights and supporting wildlife conserva-
tion. 

Visitors also learned about the work 
of the Shoonem Foundation, dedicated 

to the protection of the huemul deer, a 
native species of which only about 500 
remain in Argentina and considered the 
most endangered mammal of the West-
ern Hemisphere. 

The Argentine SCI Chapter actively 
collaborates with this foundation, rein-

forcing its commitment to conservation.
This year, SCI welcomed two special 

guests, Safari Club International Corpo-
rate Treasurer Joe Pedersen and Direc-
tor of Member and Chapter Services Ja-
son St. Michael, whose presence helped 
strengthen institutional ties. 

Taking advantage of the fact that Ped-
ersen is a Master Measurer, a special sem-
inar for official measurers was organized, 
with the participation of nine attendees.

Additionally, meetings were held with 
the authorities of FLUAA, the Argentine 
equivalent of the NRA, where common 
challenges were discussed. 

We also met with the National Director 
of RENAR, the official body in charge 
of firearm registration and control, to 
suggest measures that could streamline 
temporary firearm import procedures 
for visiting international hunters.

Finally, the Secretary of Tourism and 
Environment received us and listened to 
our concerns regarding delays in trophy 
export permits. 

During the meeting, we extended a for-
mal invitation for him to attend the up-
coming SCI Convention in Nashville, an 
event that will provide firsthand insight 
into the significant economic impact of 
sport hunting as a source of foreign reve-
nue for the country.

Emilio Paris is the Safari Club 
International Regional Representative 

for South America.

Argentine Chapter Promotes 
SCI At Buenos Aires Game Fair

From left, President of the Argentina Chamber of Tourism Maria L. Teruel, National Secretary of Tourism and Environment Daniel Scioli, Emilio Paris SCI Region 37 
Representative, SCI Corporate Secretary Joseph R. Pedersen, SCI Director of Chapter and Member Services Jason St. Michael and President of the Argentina Chamber 
of Hunting and Conservationism Alejandro Saint Antonin.

CHAPTER NEWS - ARGENTINA

SCI’s Jason St. Michael and Joseph R. Pedersen, a Master Measurer, organized a 
seminar for official measurers.

By Barbara Crown 
Hunter Information Service

SCI-Canada is one of four leading Canadian con-
servation organizations to launch Canada Wildlife 

Conservation Partners, a coalition designed to unite 
conservation-focused organizations across the country 
in defending the rights and traditions of hunters, trap-
pers and outdoor enthusiasts.

From the wetlands of Manitoba to the high country 
of British Columbia, Canada’s wild spaces and wildlife 
have been subject to increasing threat — not just from 
environmental pressures, but from policies and misin-
formation that seek to limit access to and enjoyment of 
Canada’s natural heritage. 

Canada Wildlife Conservation Partners unifies the 
voices of organizations committed to advancing sci-
ence-based wildlife management, safeguarding biodi-
versity, defending the North American Model of Wild-
life Conservation and promoting public understanding 
of the value of sustainable use.

Former SCI President John McLaurin originally 
tasked Chris Everett, Chapter/Advocacy Services Spe-
cialist SCI–Canada, with exploring ways to unite Cana-
dian outdoor organizations and leverage their collective 
strength. 

Previously a staff member of MP Blaine Calkins, Ev-

erett collaborated with other dedicated individuals and 
key organizations in sustainable-use conservation to cre-
ate the CWCP. Founding members are Delta Waterfowl, 
Fur Institute of Canada, Safari Club International–Can-

ada and the Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia. 
More like-minded organizations across Canada are ex-

pected to join, increasing the organization’s voice and 
power to defend the rights of all outdoor enthusiasts.

“For far too long, different levels of governments have 
divided the outdoor community in Canada. It is time 
that we all band together and stand up for conservation, 
hunting, trapping and our outdoor heritage,” said Ever-
ett, who is also Chair of CWCP. 

“Having a like-minded group of sportsmen and wom-
en come together under the Canadian Wildlife Conser-
vation Partners will ensure that no group is excluded. 
Together we can work to protect the outdoor heritage 
we all value and enjoy,” she said.

CWCP members can collectively advocate on issues 
such as firearms, loss of land access, wildlife science and 
management, and international trade in wildlife. 

From its collaborative platform, CWCP members can 
promote a shared vision for sustainable wildlife conser-
vation in Canada and present coordinated policy rec-
ommendations, support and guidance to government 
decision-makers in Ottawa and provincial and territo-
rial capitals. 

Policy makers will not only hear the collective voice of 
100,000s of hunters and trappers across Canada but will 
also be held accountable to them. 

Canada Wildlife Conservation Partners
Formed To Defend Outdoor Heritage

SCI-Canada Is One of Four Founding Members

Alberta Minister for Forestry and Parks Todd Loewen 
(second from left) meets with representatives of the 
Canadian Wildlife Conservation Partners: Canada-SCI 
Chapter/Advocacy Services Specialist Chris Everett 
(left of Loewen), Delta Waterfowl’s Canada Director 
of Governmental Affairs Brian McRae (right of 
Loewen), followed by Wild Sheep Society of BC CEO 
Kyle Stelter, Vice-President of Wild Sheep Society of 
BC Chris Barker, Executive Director of Fur Institute of 
Canada Doug Chaisson and Delta Waterfowl’s Vice-
President of Canadian Policy Jim Fisher. 
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By Emilio Paris

The City of Buenos Aires hosts the 
annual Arms, Hunting and Fishing 

Fair, one of the most important events of 
its kind in South America. 

The fair attracts thousands of visitors, 
both enthusiasts and professionals, who 
come to discover the latest innovations 
in hunting, sport shooting, fishing and 
outdoor activities.

For several days, the exhibition 
grounds become a meeting point where 
national and international exhibitors 
showcase a wide range of products, from 
hunting and sporting firearms to fishing 
gear, boats, camping equipment and 
specialized clothing. In addition, the 
program includes talks and live demon-
strations.

The Argentine Chapter of Safari Club 
International participates in this event 
every year, taking advantage of the op-
portunity to promote SCI’s principles 
and its ongoing work defending hunters’ 
rights and supporting wildlife conserva-
tion. 

Visitors also learned about the work 
of the Shoonem Foundation, dedicated 

to the protection of the huemul deer, a 
native species of which only about 500 
remain in Argentina and considered the 
most endangered mammal of the West-
ern Hemisphere. 

The Argentine SCI Chapter actively 
collaborates with this foundation, rein-

forcing its commitment to conservation.
This year, SCI welcomed two special 

guests, Safari Club International Corpo-
rate Treasurer Joe Pedersen and Direc-
tor of Member and Chapter Services Ja-
son St. Michael, whose presence helped 
strengthen institutional ties. 

Taking advantage of the fact that Ped-
ersen is a Master Measurer, a special sem-
inar for official measurers was organized, 
with the participation of nine attendees.

Additionally, meetings were held with 
the authorities of FLUAA, the Argentine 
equivalent of the NRA, where common 
challenges were discussed. 

We also met with the National Director 
of RENAR, the official body in charge 
of firearm registration and control, to 
suggest measures that could streamline 
temporary firearm import procedures 
for visiting international hunters.

Finally, the Secretary of Tourism and 
Environment received us and listened to 
our concerns regarding delays in trophy 
export permits. 

During the meeting, we extended a for-
mal invitation for him to attend the up-
coming SCI Convention in Nashville, an 
event that will provide firsthand insight 
into the significant economic impact of 
sport hunting as a source of foreign reve-
nue for the country.

Emilio Paris is the Safari Club 
International Regional Representative 

for South America.

Argentine Chapter Promotes 
SCI At Buenos Aires Game Fair

From left, President of the Argentina Chamber of Tourism Maria L. Teruel, National Secretary of Tourism and Environment Daniel Scioli, Emilio Paris SCI Region 37 
Representative, SCI Corporate Secretary Joseph R. Pedersen, SCI Director of Chapter and Member Services Jason St. Michael and President of the Argentina Chamber 
of Hunting and Conservationism Alejandro Saint Antonin.

CHAPTER NEWS - ARGENTINA

SCI’s Jason St. Michael and Joseph R. Pedersen, a Master Measurer, organized a 
seminar for official measurers.

By Barbara Crown 
Hunter Information Service

SCI-Canada is one of four leading Canadian con-
servation organizations to launch Canada Wildlife 

Conservation Partners, a coalition designed to unite 
conservation-focused organizations across the country 
in defending the rights and traditions of hunters, trap-
pers and outdoor enthusiasts.

From the wetlands of Manitoba to the high country 
of British Columbia, Canada’s wild spaces and wildlife 
have been subject to increasing threat — not just from 
environmental pressures, but from policies and misin-
formation that seek to limit access to and enjoyment of 
Canada’s natural heritage. 

Canada Wildlife Conservation Partners unifies the 
voices of organizations committed to advancing sci-
ence-based wildlife management, safeguarding biodi-
versity, defending the North American Model of Wild-
life Conservation and promoting public understanding 
of the value of sustainable use.

Former SCI President John McLaurin originally 
tasked Chris Everett, Chapter/Advocacy Services Spe-
cialist SCI–Canada, with exploring ways to unite Cana-
dian outdoor organizations and leverage their collective 
strength. 

Previously a staff member of MP Blaine Calkins, Ev-

erett collaborated with other dedicated individuals and 
key organizations in sustainable-use conservation to cre-
ate the CWCP. Founding members are Delta Waterfowl, 
Fur Institute of Canada, Safari Club International–Can-

ada and the Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia. 
More like-minded organizations across Canada are ex-

pected to join, increasing the organization’s voice and 
power to defend the rights of all outdoor enthusiasts.

“For far too long, different levels of governments have 
divided the outdoor community in Canada. It is time 
that we all band together and stand up for conservation, 
hunting, trapping and our outdoor heritage,” said Ever-
ett, who is also Chair of CWCP. 

“Having a like-minded group of sportsmen and wom-
en come together under the Canadian Wildlife Conser-
vation Partners will ensure that no group is excluded. 
Together we can work to protect the outdoor heritage 
we all value and enjoy,” she said.

CWCP members can collectively advocate on issues 
such as firearms, loss of land access, wildlife science and 
management, and international trade in wildlife. 

From its collaborative platform, CWCP members can 
promote a shared vision for sustainable wildlife conser-
vation in Canada and present coordinated policy rec-
ommendations, support and guidance to government 
decision-makers in Ottawa and provincial and territo-
rial capitals. 

Policy makers will not only hear the collective voice of 
100,000s of hunters and trappers across Canada but will 
also be held accountable to them. 

Canada Wildlife Conservation Partners
Formed To Defend Outdoor Heritage

SCI-Canada Is One of Four Founding Members

Alberta Minister for Forestry and Parks Todd Loewen 
(second from left) meets with representatives of the 
Canadian Wildlife Conservation Partners: Canada-SCI 
Chapter/Advocacy Services Specialist Chris Everett 
(left of Loewen), Delta Waterfowl’s Canada Director 
of Governmental Affairs Brian McRae (right of 
Loewen), followed by Wild Sheep Society of BC CEO 
Kyle Stelter, Vice-President of Wild Sheep Society of 
BC Chris Barker, Executive Director of Fur Institute of 
Canada Doug Chaisson and Delta Waterfowl’s Vice-
President of Canadian Policy Jim Fisher. 
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By Aaron Smith
Record Book and World Hunting
Awards Department Manager

In this ever-changing world of hunt-
ing, the Record Book Committee 

constantly reviews current policies, pro-
cedures and criteria. 

When it comes to the awards, it is im-
perative for the committee to consider 
the changes in the hunting world and 
how they affect the participants of the 
World Hunting Awards program. 

Recently, the committee has done just 
that, by looking at what it takes to ac-
complish the World Hunting Award in 
this day and age. 

Now, more than ever, there are forc-
es outside of our control that influence 
the decisions we make when determin-
ing what and where to hunt next.  With 
that in mind, the committee has made a 
change to the criteria for achieving the 
World Hunting Award.

Previously, to achieve the World Hunt-
ing award, a participant must have com-
pleted 17 Diamond Level Inner Circles, 
11 Milestones, African 29, North Amer-
ican 29, Fourth Pinnacle of Achieve-
ment, Zenith Award and the Crowning 
Achievement Award. 

Going forward, participants in the 
World Hunting Awards program can 
achieve the ring a little differently. They 
will still need the same number of Inner 
Circles at the Diamond Level, the same 
number of Milestones, and the Pinnacle, 
Zenith and Crowning. The difference 
will be they can now achieve the ring by 
completing (in addition to the above) 
two of the three following Milestones: 
African 29, North American 29 and the 
European 25.

With the addition of the European 
25, members will have another route to 
accomplish their goals. But, make no 
mistake, this will not make achieving the 
ring any easier. The European 25 is a dif-

ficult Milestone to achieve, as only eight 
people have achieved this Milestone 
since its inception in 2017. 

Permits for some species can be very 
difficult to attain in some cases. It will 
also most likely take more hunts to 
achieve this milestone than it would to 
achieve the African 29. When going to 
Africa, you can usually take five or more 
species on a single safari, whereas in 
Europe, you will usually only be able to 
hunt one species and maybe a couple 
more if you’re lucky.  

Consideration should also be given 
to the difficulty of the species one will 
have to take to achieve the European 
25. There is a total of six different ibex, 
which are uniquely difficult to harvest. 
Other species include seven different 
chamois, five different red deer, moose, 
Eurasian brown bear, gray wolf, Europe-
an roe deer and several others. 

Each of these species presents its own 
set of unique challenges and experienc-
es and will test any hunter’s capabilities. 

Going forward, the Record Book Com-
mittee will continue to review the World 
Hunting Awards program and the ongo-
ing changes in the world of hunting to 
best serve our members. 

The committee takes their work very 
seriously and, to that end, will only make 
changes if they deem them necessary. 
It was not without great debate that the 
committee came to this most recent de-
cision, and you can rest assured they did 
not make it in haste. 

It is our pleasure to serve members 
and give them the best opportunities 
possible to achieve their goals. 

With the most recent changes, we are 
excited to see many more achieve the 
World Hunting Award in the near fu-
ture.  

As always, thank you for all your sup-
port of SCI and the Record Book and 
until next time, happy hunting! 

New Criteria For The 
World Hunting Award

RECORD BOOK

 AMMUNITION PERFECTED
Custom Made By Craftsmen

Not Mass Produced By Machines
WWW.SAFARIARMS.COM • (516) 826-7516
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CURRENT MARKET VALUE APPRAISALS DONE.  
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• Coverage can be purchased in a few minutes 

• A blanket/unscheduled limit can be used for Firearms valued under $10k (no list or serial numbers required).

• Appraisal/bill of sale only needed for individual guns valued over $50k.

*The above chart uses a $500 deductible. Higher deductibles and coverage limits are available.
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Jan Dams Wins The Weatherby
On Wednesday, Feb. 18, 

2026, at the Music City 
Center in Nashville, Jan Dams 
of Belgium will be the 66th re-
cipient of the Weatherby Hunt-
ing and Conservation Award. 

Instituted by Roy E. Weath-
erby in 1956, the “Weatherby” 
is one of the oldest and most 
prestigious honors in the hunt-
ing world. 

It is given annually by Weath-
erby Foundation International 

to one hunter who has distinguished himself or herself 
in the game fields of the world. And, throughout his or 
her career, has upheld the highest standards of charac-
ter and sportsmanship, and has significantly advanced 
the causes of wildlife conservation and youth education.

Other than these, and despite various rumors, there 
are no specific requirements for the Weatherby. Today’s 
ballot is exhaustive and detailed. Submission is by invi-
tation. Ballots are evaluated by a blue-ribbon selection 
committee, primarily former winners, with committee 
results ratified by the Foundation board.

I was in grade school when I first read about the award 
in Weatherby’s annual Weatherby Guide. Early winners 
like Herb Klein, Jack O’Connor, Warren Page and Elgin 
Gates were my heroes, and I was still amazed that I met 
them. 

The first gala dinner I attended was in 1979, when the 
great Dr. Bob Speegle was the winner.

His award was presented at the Beverly Hills Hilton. 
Back then, the Weatherby gala was Roy’s party. It was 
a massive black-tie gathering and often a major stretch 
for the gun company that bears his name. 

From 1956 until his passing, Roy hosted the event 
every year except for 1975, when he suffered a serious 
heart attack. 

Another hunting great, Dr. Jim Conklin, was the last 
recipient at “Roy Weatherby’s party.” 

After Roy’s passing in 1988, a group of his friends got 
together to honor his memory. Led by Andy Oldfield, 
an early President of Safari Club International, Weath-
erby Foundation International (WFI) was formed “to 
educate youth and the non-hunting public on the ben-
eficial role of ethical sport hunting and its contribution 
to sustainable use wildlife conservation, and to protect 
our constitutional right to do so.” And to perpetuate 
the then-33-year-old Weatherby Award.

As we got things off the ground, there was no presen-
tation in 1988. In 1989, Michigan’s great Don Cox was 
the first Weatherby winner under Foundation steward-
ship. With few exceptions, the award has been present-
ed annually since. 

When Weatherby Foundation was in its infancy, we 
started in partnership with SCI, holding our gala in 
conjunction with the SCI Convention. We restarted 
that tradition in 2025 and will do so in 2026, and I hope 
into the distant future. 

The Weatherby Hunting and Conservation Award is 
back home with SCI, where this traditional and import-
ant award belongs. And in Nashville, where SCI’s con-
vention belongs.

It seems like I’ve followed the Weatherby award most 
of my life, and I guess I have. Our first president, Andy 
Oldfield, not just a former Marine but a member of the 
Chosin Few, was a persuasive guy. 

I was an early WFI board member, served as president 
and I’ve served on the Selection Committee for many 
years. Most of that time, I never dared dream I might 
become a winner. 

At the start, Jack O’Connor and Warren Page were 

America’s top gunwriters, and a fledgling Weatherby, 
Inc. needed ink. As the award grew in prestige, the cri-
teria changed. Roy gathered a selection committee of 
serious international hunters. 

From the 1960s, anyone considered a “professional” 
in the hunting industry was excluded, including out-
fitters, taxidermists, booking agents, journalists (we 
didn’t have outdoor TV, or “influencers” back then). 

Under the Foundation, that rule gradually relaxed, 
over time allowing Mike Simpson, Jimmie Rosenbruch, 
Jim Shockey and even me to win.

Not relaxed in any way are the rigorous standards and 
accomplishments required to become the one annual 
winner. 

Typically, the selection committee identifies five final-
ists, one winner by vote tally. Because the Weatherby 
gala has long been held early in the year, the date of the 
award precedes the actual presentation. 

So, Jan Dams is the 2025 winner and will receive his 
award on Feb. 18, 2026. The 2025 finalists are: Jeff 
Damaske of Colorado, Jay Link of Wisconsin, Deron 
Millman of Ohio, Gervasio Negrete of Mexico and An-
drey Zaika of Russia.

Being identified as a finalist for this award is a singu-
lar lifetime hunting achievement, and the competition 
starts anew each year. Just one exception: Regardless 
of qualification, no one is allowed to win on the first 
ballot. 

I was a finalist for a decade. I’d pretty much given 
up and was completely surprised when I finally got the 
call.  	

Today, hunting accomplishments account for 65 per-

cent of the award. For the Weatherby, only big-game 
counts, smallest to largest, only free-range animals. 

Each winner and each finalist’s profile is different, yet 
much the same. A selection of game from most conti-
nents, and a major collection from his/her own conti-
nent. 

Animals taken are not specifically weighted or prior-
itized, but Weatherby hopefuls will have taken a lot of 
the tough stuff: Many sheep and goats, a lot of forest 
game, most of Africa’s spiral horns, plenty of dangerous 
game, a wide selection of antlered, horned and furred 
game, and much more.

From the selection committee’s perspective, evalu-
ating hunting accomplishments is relatively simple. 
Character and sportsmanship are not so hard. Even 
worldwide, it’s a small community, and one’s reputa-
tion tends to speak for itself. 

Contribution to wildlife conservation and youth ed-
ucation is more difficult, certainly the most subjective. 
I’ve watched this play out for so long, you might say 
I’m one of the longest-standing “Weatherby groupies.” 
I think it’s fair to say: “We all do what we can.” 

It’s difficult to compare my (or most winners’) contri-
bution to, say, that of Adrian Sada, who was singularly 
responsible for the salvation and recovery of desert big-
horns in Mexico.

The Weatherby’s origin is in the United States, the 
gala has always been held over here, and the U.S. holds 
the world’s largest hunting community. Thus, it’s not 
unusual that most winners have been U.S. citizens. 

BY CRAIN 
BODDINGTON

COLUMNIST

Jan Dams took this lion on the Faro River in northern Cameroon in 2014. West African lions typically have 
shorter manes than lions in East and Southern Africa. This big cat is a wonderful old male.

SCI Leaders Press ‘First for Hunters’ 
Priorities In DC 

By Regina Lennox 
Senior Litigation Counsel

SCI President Jeff Meyerl and Past 
President Sven K. Lindquist visited 

Washington, D.C., to meet with sever-
al policymakers and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to present SCI’s “First 
for Hunters” priorities.  

Senior Litigation Counsel Regina Len-
nox, Litigation Counsel and Interna-
tional Affairs Liaison Jeremy Clare and 
Federal Liaison Nick Uberti accompa-
nied Meyerl and Lindquist to meet with 
House Agriculture Committee Chair 
G.T. Thompson (R-PA) to discuss SCI’s 
priorities and ways that SCI can be help-
ful to the Committee. 

Among other things, SCI highlighted 
areas of Forest Service oversight import-
ant to hunters and outfitters. We hope 
to see an oversight hearing scheduled, 
which would be the direct result of this 
meeting.

President Meyerl and SCI staff also at-
tended a press conference announcing 
the results of a multi-year study on the 
scope, conservation impact and typol-
ogies of poaching in the United States. 
Conducted by the Boone & Crockett 

Club “Poach and Pay” program, the 
study’s results shed light on an underes-
timated problem. Its recommendations 
will drive change and improve enforce-
ment of anti-poaching laws. 

SCI has proudly sponsored the “Poach 
and Pay” program for many years and 
remains committed to combatting 
poaching at home and abroad, and to 

collaborating further with the Boone 
& Crockett Club on implementing the 
study recommendations.

On Sept. 10, President Meyerl, Past 
President Lindquist, Vice President for 
Government Affairs Chris Tymeson, 
Chief Operating Officer Louie Cole and 
other SCI staff met with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Director Brian Nesvik 

and Senior Advisor to the Director Josh 
Coursey. 

After discussing SCI’s top priorities for 
the Service, Director Nesvik provided an 
update on several areas of interest for 
SCI. He pledged to continue collaborat-
ing with SCI on issues of importance for 
hunters. 

The meeting emphasized the willing-
ness of this Administration to listen to 
hunters and to support science-based 
wildlife management. Further, it rein-
forced the collaboration between SCI 
and the Department of the Interior.

Also, the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation presented an award to Safa-
ri Club International for its long-stand-
ing support of the Foundation. SCI is 
one of the Foundation’s first supporters.

Foundation President Jeff Crane said 
that SCI may have written the very first 
check to get Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation off the ground.

President Meyerl accepted the award 
on behalf of SCI at an event co-head-
lined by Deputy Secretary of the Inte-
rior Kate Macgregor, Johnny Morris of 
Bass Pro Shops and Richard Childress of 
Richard Childress Racing.

SCI leaders recently met with the new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director 
Brian Nesvik in Washington, D.C. Shown here, from left, are, SCI Federal Liaison 
Nick Uberti, SCI Senior Litigation Counsel Regina Lennox, SCI Past President 
Sven K. Lindquist, SCI President Jeff Meyerl, Director Nesvik, SCI Vice President 
for Government Affairs Chris Tymeson, SCI Litigation Counsel and International 
Affairs Liaison Jeremy Clare and SCI Chief Operating Officer Louie Cole. 
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like Herb Klein, Jack O’Connor, Warren Page and Elgin 
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them. 

The first gala dinner I attended was in 1979, when the 
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of qualification, no one is allowed to win on the first 
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up and was completely surprised when I finally got the 
call.  	

Today, hunting accomplishments account for 65 per-

cent of the award. For the Weatherby, only big-game 
counts, smallest to largest, only free-range animals. 

Each winner and each finalist’s profile is different, yet 
much the same. A selection of game from most conti-
nents, and a major collection from his/her own conti-
nent. 

Animals taken are not specifically weighted or prior-
itized, but Weatherby hopefuls will have taken a lot of 
the tough stuff: Many sheep and goats, a lot of forest 
game, most of Africa’s spiral horns, plenty of dangerous 
game, a wide selection of antlered, horned and furred 
game, and much more.

From the selection committee’s perspective, evalu-
ating hunting accomplishments is relatively simple. 
Character and sportsmanship are not so hard. Even 
worldwide, it’s a small community, and one’s reputa-
tion tends to speak for itself. 

Contribution to wildlife conservation and youth ed-
ucation is more difficult, certainly the most subjective. 
I’ve watched this play out for so long, you might say 
I’m one of the longest-standing “Weatherby groupies.” 
I think it’s fair to say: “We all do what we can.” 

It’s difficult to compare my (or most winners’) contri-
bution to, say, that of Adrian Sada, who was singularly 
responsible for the salvation and recovery of desert big-
horns in Mexico.

The Weatherby’s origin is in the United States, the 
gala has always been held over here, and the U.S. holds 
the world’s largest hunting community. Thus, it’s not 
unusual that most winners have been U.S. citizens. 

BY CRAIN 
BODDINGTON

COLUMNIST

Jan Dams took this lion on the Faro River in northern Cameroon in 2014. West African lions typically have 
shorter manes than lions in East and Southern Africa. This big cat is a wonderful old male.

SCI Leaders Press ‘First for Hunters’ 
Priorities In DC 

By Regina Lennox 
Senior Litigation Counsel

SCI President Jeff Meyerl and Past 
President Sven K. Lindquist visited 

Washington, D.C., to meet with sever-
al policymakers and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to present SCI’s “First 
for Hunters” priorities.  

Senior Litigation Counsel Regina Len-
nox, Litigation Counsel and Interna-
tional Affairs Liaison Jeremy Clare and 
Federal Liaison Nick Uberti accompa-
nied Meyerl and Lindquist to meet with 
House Agriculture Committee Chair 
G.T. Thompson (R-PA) to discuss SCI’s 
priorities and ways that SCI can be help-
ful to the Committee. 

Among other things, SCI highlighted 
areas of Forest Service oversight import-
ant to hunters and outfitters. We hope 
to see an oversight hearing scheduled, 
which would be the direct result of this 
meeting.

President Meyerl and SCI staff also at-
tended a press conference announcing 
the results of a multi-year study on the 
scope, conservation impact and typol-
ogies of poaching in the United States. 
Conducted by the Boone & Crockett 

Club “Poach and Pay” program, the 
study’s results shed light on an underes-
timated problem. Its recommendations 
will drive change and improve enforce-
ment of anti-poaching laws. 

SCI has proudly sponsored the “Poach 
and Pay” program for many years and 
remains committed to combatting 
poaching at home and abroad, and to 

collaborating further with the Boone 
& Crockett Club on implementing the 
study recommendations.

On Sept. 10, President Meyerl, Past 
President Lindquist, Vice President for 
Government Affairs Chris Tymeson, 
Chief Operating Officer Louie Cole and 
other SCI staff met with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Director Brian Nesvik 

and Senior Advisor to the Director Josh 
Coursey. 

After discussing SCI’s top priorities for 
the Service, Director Nesvik provided an 
update on several areas of interest for 
SCI. He pledged to continue collaborat-
ing with SCI on issues of importance for 
hunters. 

The meeting emphasized the willing-
ness of this Administration to listen to 
hunters and to support science-based 
wildlife management. Further, it rein-
forced the collaboration between SCI 
and the Department of the Interior.

Also, the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation presented an award to Safa-
ri Club International for its long-stand-
ing support of the Foundation. SCI is 
one of the Foundation’s first supporters.

Foundation President Jeff Crane said 
that SCI may have written the very first 
check to get Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation off the ground.

President Meyerl accepted the award 
on behalf of SCI at an event co-head-
lined by Deputy Secretary of the Inte-
rior Kate Macgregor, Johnny Morris of 
Bass Pro Shops and Richard Childress of 
Richard Childress Racing.

SCI leaders recently met with the new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director 
Brian Nesvik in Washington, D.C. Shown here, from left, are, SCI Federal Liaison 
Nick Uberti, SCI Senior Litigation Counsel Regina Lennox, SCI Past President 
Sven K. Lindquist, SCI President Jeff Meyerl, Director Nesvik, SCI Vice President 
for Government Affairs Chris Tymeson, SCI Litigation Counsel and International 
Affairs Liaison Jeremy Clare and SCI Chief Operating Officer Louie Cole. 
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The group saw many exotic species on the Pettus Ranch, including Grévy’s zebra, 
also called an imperial zebra, native to Kenya and Ethiopia. 

By Jaime Rodriguez 

WildLife Partners hosted SCI staff 
recently at their Pettus Ranch loca-

tion near Goliad, Texas, and showed the 
visitors the sprawling lands and many ex-
otic game animals.

WildLife Partners owns four breeding 
facilities. They are located in Pettus, 
Mountain Home, Pearsall and Carrizo 
Springs, Texas. The properties are home 
thousands of animals across more than 
50 species of exotic wildlife. 	

The group saw many game animals, in-
cluding kudu, Cape buffalo, black wilde-

beest, blesbok, bongo, springbok, zebra, 
nyala, Thompson gazelle, white bearded 
wildebeest, Grévey’s zebra among others.  

The operation is a great example of 
how successful wildlife conservation can 
be once a capitalistic motive is employed. 

We want to thank Katie Leibold, Wild-
Life Partners vice president of mar-
keting, and Kelsey Jackson, media and 
sponsor coordinator, for providing the 
tour. 

WildlLife Partners, an SCI corporate 
sponsor, has invested millions of dollars 
in infrastructure and has assembled one 
of the best staffs in the industry.

SCI Staff Visits WildLife Partners Ranch

The Coal Country Chapter of SCI 
got outside recently with its first-ev-

er Turkey Shoot at the Beech Fork Park 
Shooting Range in Wayne County, West 
Virginia. 

The shoot attracted about 35 par-
ticipants and allowed an opportunity 
to get to burn some powder and have 
some fun, all while also raising funds 
for outreach. Participants enjoyed the 
camaraderie and competition against 

each other to win prizes.  
The chapter was able to sign-up sev-

eral new SCI members as well.
To end the turkey shoot, lunch was 

provided at Chapter President Chad 
Tiller’s home where attendees visited 
his trophy room.  

The Coal Country Chapter is thank-
ful to all who attended and is proud to 
further the cause of Safari Club Inter-
national.

Coal Country Chapter 
Holds First Turkey Shoot

Thirty-five participants had the opportunity to get outside and burn some 
powder recently in West Virginia during the Coal Country Chapter’s first-ever 
Turkey Shoot. Here, SCI members Millard Bradshaw, left, and Daron Dean, get 
ready to pull triggers.

CHAPTER NEWS - WEST VIRGINIA

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS 
Outfitter Steve Jones

Call for details- 575-361-1053 
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com www.backcountryhunts.com

FREE RANGE 
HUNTS for 

AOUDAD, SCIMITAR, 
CARMEN MTN WHITETAIL

 and DESERT
MULE DEER
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JAN DAMS WINS THE WEATHERBY: Continued from page 18

By Chris Everett
Chapter Services Specialist Canada 

Safari Club International recently 
chartered two new Chapters in Cana-

da: Central Alberta and Timmins-James 
Bay in Ontario. We are very excited to 
see those Chapters hit the ground run-
ning and are starting to plan events in 
their communities. 

Both new Chapters, as well as a repre-
sentative in Nova Scotia, attended Chap-
ter Leadership Training in August at the 
Legends Ranch in Bitely, Mich. All the 
attendees spoke about how much they 
learned and were excited to take the 
next steps with the knowledge and con-
nections they made at the training. 

For Chapters that have not participat-
ed in one of our training sessions, we 
highly recommend taking part, as the 
relationships you can build with other 
Chapters are incredibly helpful for you.

I was in Alberta in early August to repre-
sent SCI at the annual summer meeting 
of the American Wildlife Conservation 
Partners. Other Canadian organization 
representatives who were working with 
Chris on building the Canadian Wildlife 

Conservation Partners were on hand to 
observe the meetings and finalize the 
plans to launch the group. 

SCI Staff were also busy writing a re-
sponse for the Environmental Assess-
ment for the Toqlukuti’k Avalon Isthmus 
Green Energy Project in Newfoundland. 
We have grave concerns about this wind 
project that would impact important 

caribou and moose habitats. Our sub-
mission was received by the Minister for 
consideration for the project. More de-
tails on the outcome of this consultation 
will be shared next month. 

At the end of August, SCI was made 
aware of the Bloodvein First Nations bar-
ing non-Indigenous hunters from enter-
ing some crown land in Manitoba. We 

were in constant contact with our part-
ners on the ground and issued a state-
ment calling on the government to up-
hold the law and hold those responsible 
for the blockade accountable. We con-
tinue to monitor the situation and will 
advise members of any developments.

SCI Director of Membership and 
Chapter Services Jason St. Michael and 
I also spent several days on Parliament 
Hill in June meeting with Members of 
Parliament and senators. 

With more than 30 meetings with rep-
resentatives from every corner of Can-
ada, discussions centered around the 
state of hunting and wildlife across Can-
ada and the world. 

Many of the MPs and senators recog-
nized the important role that hunters 
and anglers play in managing wildlife 
populations and are ensuring that the 
North American Model of Wildlife Con-
servation is top of mind when making 
decisions that could impact wildlife. 

SCI will continue meetings with MPs 
and senators in the fall when they re-
turn to Parliament Hill for the fall sitting 
schedule.

CANADA REPORT

SCI Canada Adds Chapters, Defends Hunters’ 
Rights On Parliament Hill

Shown here, from left, SCI Director of Chapter and Membership Services Jason 
St. Michael, Canada Chapter Services and Advocacy Specialist Chris Everett 
and Member of Parliament for Essex Chris Lewis met in Ottawa to discuss the 
importance of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.

However, the Weatherby has always 
been an international award, dedicated 
hunters of all nations welcome to com-
pete. 

Since 1956, the Weatherby has been 
awarded to great hunters from 11 na-
tions. In addition to the U.S., eight hunt-
ers from Mexico, four from Spain, two 
from Canada, one each from Denmark, 
France, Hungary, Iran, Italy and Russia. 

This year’s winner, Jan Dams, is the sec-
ond from Belgium, following the 1984 
winner and pioneering international 
hunter Jacques Henrijean.

Jan Dams was born in Herentals, Bel-
gium, in 1954. He left school at 19 when 
he lost his father to a car accident, start-
ing his own business at 30, primarily re-
lated to supermarkets in his native Bel-
gium. 

His hunting career began at the age of 
seven, when his maternal grandfather 
gave him his first rifle, a .22. 

Although his passion for hunting be-
gan early, as a young man, he had oth-
er pursuits: Flying, driving in car rallies 
across Europe, and playing high-speed 
polo. Today, he’s also an avid golfer, en-
joys cooking, and spending time with his 
family. However, his passion for hunting 
started early and remains strong.

He credits his love for mountain game 
to a “baptism” on a chamois hunt in his 
early 20s. Since then, he has taken an 
astonishing 70 different varieties of wild 
sheep and goats on five continents. 

Early on, he met Dennis Campbell of 
Grand Slam Club/Ovis, who remained 
a mentor in mountain hunting and was 
himself a Weatherby finalist at his pass-
ing. 

Jan has also taken more than 30 mem-
bers of Africa’s Big Five. Unlike many 
Weatherby winners who are first and 
foremost big game hunters, Jan Dams is 
an avid bird and small game hunter, with 
his profile in that arena equaling his big 
game experience. 

He and his wife, Dominique, reside in 
a 600-year-old monastery and are par-
ents to twin daughters, Camille and Val-
entine. As a conservationist, his current 
and life’s work is protecting landowners, 
the environment and wildlife from the 
socialist green wave sweeping Western 
society.

One more thing to know about Jan 
Dams: You needn’t look closely at a pho-
tograph to be certain he is in it. Look for 
the gentleman with slightly gray stubble 
and a good-humored grin underneath 
a bright red beret. The beret is just for 
protecting himself against rain and sun, 
but as his personal signature. 

On Jan. 18 in Nashville, please join 
me in congratulating Jan Dams, the 
66th and 2025 winner of the Weatherby 
Hunting and Conservation Award. 

If you haven’t been to a Weatherby 
gala before, trust me, it’s a night to re-
member, and I feel fortunate to remem-
ber so many of them!
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By Manue Piachard
Project Coordinator

SCI’s Helvetia Chapter in Switzerland 
is working with conservation part-

ner Association Alpine Tetrao Tetrix to 
restore open breeding habitat for black 
grouse in the Swiss Alps. 

The project’s aim is to open moun-
tain pastures by using goats to graze and 
eventually kill the invasive green alder 
plant. 

Fifty-one goats have been placed on 
six alpine pastures in Switzerland’s Vaud 
Canton (province/state), where moti-
vated alpine farmers also want to clear 
the land for grazing livestock and stop 
the expansion of green alder. The proj-
ect’s goal mutually benefits both private 
landowners and black grouse. 

Volunteers labored 59 days this year 
building five-wire fences to contain the 
goats in areas selected for clearing and 
to prevent wolves from killing the goats. 
Some volunteers joined numerous 
times, enjoying several days in the moun-
tains walking up flower-covered slopes in 
the sun, lively conversations and picnics 
of good cheese and wine. 

Many of these volunteers were not 
hunters, although we hope we will see 
more hunters volunteering this month 
to help remove the fences as hunting 
season starts. 

Hunters with pointing dogs are help-
ful during our summer bird counts, and 
we hope to recruit more of them, so we 
have enough dogs to count in all the ar-
eas we have previously surveyed and can 
track our progress in restoring grouse 

numbers. 
Our partner, Agroscope, has already 

observed that there is more biodiver-
sity and new plants after only one year 
in places where 
cows and goats 
have been grazing, 
compared to places 
where green alder 
was mechanically 
cut, showing the ef-
ficacy of our ecolog-
ical approach. 

In the future, we hope to create dedi-
cated teams for each pasture we are re-
storing. That would allow volunteers to 

become familiar with “their” part of the 
mountain, facilitate the job and allow 
volunteers to become more autonomous 
and independent. The goal is to extend 

the use of goats to 
stop the spread of 
green alders in oth-
er areas, too.

The project has 
attracted much at-
tention, with several 
journalists coming 
to observe our work, 

write articles, air radio shows and record 
videos highlighting our activities. Two of 
those videos aired in August on the in-

ternet and television. 
Additionally, a Milanese academic 

working on a Ph.D. about black grouse 
restoration efforts has asked to visit the 
mountain pastures where we are work-
ing in order to study our project. 

Colleagues from SCI Italia also have 
facilitated a collaboration with the Foun-
dation Mach, Italia. Their research team 
wants to evaluate the state of the black 
grouse population and how maintaining 
open areas will affect them. 

They plan to conduct research in nu-
merous countries, with Association Al-
pine Tetrao Tetrix as their associate in 
Switzerland.

Also in the works is the creation of a 
“toolbox” to guide and advise others on 
how to use goats to clear pastures and 
create open areas for black grouse even 
when wolves are potentially present. 

Several organizations and foundations 
are now supporting the work of the As-
sociation Alpine Tetrao Tetrix to restore 
black grouse habitat through ecological 
methods. 

In 2025, five new foundations were 
elected to finance the program, joining 
SCI Helvetia, the Vaud Canton, and the 
Foundation Gelbert. They added 80,000 
Swiss Francs ($99,300 US) to the bud-
get, and the association is now seeking 
106,000 Swiss Francs ($132,000 US) to 
manage activities planned throughout 
2026.

Anyone who would like to assist with 
our black grouse restoration efforts can 
contact the association at aatt.tetras@
gmail.com.

Swiss Members Help Restore 
Black Grouse Habitat

CHAPTER NEWS - SWITZERLAND

The project’s aim is to reduce green alder to make room for plants that are a 
better habitat for black grouse in the Alps.

Partnerships, Funding Grow As Volunteers Log Hours In The Mountains

The goal is to extend the 
use of goats to stop the 
spread of green alders 
in other areas, too.“

Middle East Chapter Hosts Gala Event In Qatar
CHAPTER NEWS - MIDDLE EAST

The first-ever Middle East 
Chapter Gala took place 

Sept. 12-13 at the luxurious 
Waldorf Astoria in Doha, Qa-
tar, and brought together 
guests from around the world 
to champion wildlife conserva-
tion and the rich traditions of 
hunting.

The conception of the Mid-
dle East Chapter was driven 
by an enthusiastic group ded-
icated to preserving these vi-
tal traditions. The Gala was a 
remarkable occasion that fea-
tured inspiring conversations, 
meaningful connections and a 
shared commitment to the mis-
sion. 

Esteemed guests such as Jim 
Shockey, Craig Boddington; Di-
ana Award winners Rene Sny-
der, Abigail Day, Claudia Ricci; 
and SCI President-Elect Mike 

Crawford, along with Chapter 
representatives from across the 
globe graced the Chapter with 
their presence.

A highlight of the event was 

a comprehensive awards and 
recognition program designed 
to honor the achievements of 
hunters worldwide. 

This robust program is tru-

ly one of a kind, celebrating a 
legacy of conservation and sig-
nificant contributions to the 
natural world.

President H.E. Sheikh Ab-
dulla bin Faisal Al Thani ex-
pressed his gratitude for the 
global participation from the 
SCI community and his pride 
in the team for organizing such 
a memorable historic inaugu-
ral event. 

He eagerly anticipates build-
ing a strong Chapter and ad-
vancing SCI’s mission both in 
the Middle East and worldwide.

For more information about 
the Middle East Chapter, please 
visit www.scimiddleeast.org.

By Barbara Crown
SCI Hunter Information Service

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders recently met with 
influential government and wildlife officials 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province to advance sus-
tainable-use wildlife conservation and hunters’ 
rights. 

The high-level SCI Pakistan delegation traveled 
to Peshawar in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (formerly 
known as the North-West Frontier Province) on 
Aug. 8 to present a comprehensive proposal to 
strengthen wildlife governance in the province. 

“This is an important step toward collaborative 
conservation in one of Pakistan’s most biodiverse 
regions,” said SCI Pakistan Chairman Syed Sum-
sam Bukhari. 

“By working closely with government institu-
tions, communities and conservation stakehold-
ers, we can protect wildlife populations, restore 
habitats and ensure that local communities bene-
fit directly from conservation programs,” he said.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province is located in 
the northwestern region of the country. It is the 
fourth-largest province of Pakistan by land area 
and the third-largest province by population. 

The area is home to a number of key Caprinae 
species, including Kashmir markhor, Himalayan 
ibex and urial. 

Led by Bukhari and joined by members Mu-
hammad Asif, Hamza Saleem Khan and Muham-
mad Ali Shah, the team met with Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Secretary of Wildlife Shahid Zaman. 
They discussed how enforcement of existing wild-
life regulations could be strengthened while also 
protecting hunters’ rights and ensuring hunting 
access. 

The importance of communities was also em-
phasized, particularly methods to incentivize 
community-based conservation programs that 
protect and enhance wildlife while benefitting 
local communities. 

Additionally, the delegation suggested methods 
to craft a forward-looking vision for the future of 
conservation efforts and how to expand public 
awareness to build support for sustainable-use 
conservation principles. 

The delegation offered the full support of SCI 
Pakistan Chapter to implement these initiatives.

Following the departmental meeting, the dele-
gation visited the Provincial Assembly of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to meet with Honorable Speaker 
Babar Saleem, along with several members of the 
Provincial Assembly. 

Honorable Speaker Saleem expressed his com-
mitment to supporting new legislation that will 
advance wildlife conservation while safeguarding 
hunters’ rights.

The delegation presented the Saviour of SCI Pa-
kistan medal to Honorable Speaker Saleem and 
to Secretary of Wildlife Zaman for their commit-
ment to supporting sustainable-use conservation 
and hunting rights.

“The SCI Pakistan Chapter remains committed 
to promoting science-based, sustainable-use wild-
life management, empowering rural communi-
ties and enhancing Pakistan’s global image as a 
leader in ethical hunting and conservation,” said 
SCI Pakistan Chapter Chairman Bukhari.

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders Muhammad Ali 
Shah (from left), and Muhammad Asif stand 
with Pakistan Secretary of Wildlife Shahid 
Zaman, Pakistan Chapter Chairman Syed 
Sumsam Bukhari and Hamza Saleem Khan 
during the meeting at the Provincial Assembly 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Chapter Works To Secure 
Hunting In Pakistan 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Is Home To Markhor, Ibex And Urial

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders Hamza Saleem Khan and Muhammad Ali Shah discussed wildlife 
conservation and local community support in Peshwar with Honorable Speaker Babar Saleem, 
Pakistan Chapter Chairman Syed Sumsam Bukhari, Chapter leader Muhammad Asif,and the 
Honorable Speaker Saleem’s security officer.

CHAPTER NEWS - PAKISTAN

Argentina welcomes international tourists and hunters who visit 
the region to enjoy its nature, wildlife and landscape. 

From the bonds that form between the guest and local commu-
nities, Terra Pampa Hunting Lodge decided that a percentage of 
the total value from hunts donated would be allocated towards sup-
porting local schools in the area.

San Angelo Texas Chapter of SCI played a key role in making this 
possible. 

Thanks to their commitment to supporting our communities, 
20% of an Argentina Live Auction item is redirected every year to 
benefit local schools. 

“This is our first donation,” said a representative of Terra Pampa 
Hunting Lodge. “We know it’s a small gesture, but as we see it, it’s 
the beginning of something greater.”

SCI Life member Charles Parcus, owner of Hunt Fiercely, sup-
ported this idea from inception and worked with bringing it to life 
by organizing and coordinating the clients who took part in the 
donation. Parcus recently started Greater Call Outdoors to provide 
outdoor recreational experiences to adults who have experiences 
of life-changing illness or injury during public service in law en-
forcement, military or fire fighting. 

These same opportunities will be provided for children who have 
experienced similar injuries through no fault of their own. Addi-
tionally, they will assist schools in rural areas of Argentina where 
the hunting industry is active, to increase literacy rates and assist 
autistic students as well. 

“After seeing the poverty, lack of funds to assist schools, there is a 
desire to get Bell Family Blue Bags going to Argentina,” said Parcus. 
“My hope is that American hunters will make them a regular acces-
sory on every hunt to this amazing country.”

Parcus has been taking hunters to Argentina now for several years 
and decided to show Argentines that hunters care for the people 
in the communities we visit. Blue Bags are a great conduit for that 
endeavor. 

He also started a charity in Texas to assist on an even larger scale. 
Minds are being opened and changed concerning hunting al-

ready. 
The San Angelo Chapter is leading the way with the help of Jim-

my Fontenot and Erica Verfurth. 
“Blessed to be a part of San Angelo SCI, and thankful for the 

partnership with the Donnelly Family in Argentina,” said Parcus.
In another humanitarian effort, Pampero’s Santa Rosa Branch 

made a generous donation of work clothing to the Agrotechnical 
School in Argentina. 

Their support strengthens the spirit of cooperation between the 
private sector and educational institutions.  

Now four schools in Argentina have benefitted from Blue Bags.

Chapter, Outfitters 
Speed Assistance

To Argentina’s Poor

CHAPTER NEWS - TEXAS

SCI San Angelo Chapter, Terra Pampa Lodge, Charles Parcus and 
Sanat Rosa of Pampero are cooperating to bring supplies to 
Argentinians through the SCIF Bell Family Blue Bag program.

Luminaries of the hunting world attended the Middle East Chapter’s inaugural Gala event Sept. 
12-13 at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in Doha, Qatar.
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By Manue Piachard
Project Coordinator

SCI’s Helvetia Chapter in Switzerland 
is working with conservation part-

ner Association Alpine Tetrao Tetrix to 
restore open breeding habitat for black 
grouse in the Swiss Alps. 

The project’s aim is to open moun-
tain pastures by using goats to graze and 
eventually kill the invasive green alder 
plant. 

Fifty-one goats have been placed on 
six alpine pastures in Switzerland’s Vaud 
Canton (province/state), where moti-
vated alpine farmers also want to clear 
the land for grazing livestock and stop 
the expansion of green alder. The proj-
ect’s goal mutually benefits both private 
landowners and black grouse. 

Volunteers labored 59 days this year 
building five-wire fences to contain the 
goats in areas selected for clearing and 
to prevent wolves from killing the goats. 
Some volunteers joined numerous 
times, enjoying several days in the moun-
tains walking up flower-covered slopes in 
the sun, lively conversations and picnics 
of good cheese and wine. 

Many of these volunteers were not 
hunters, although we hope we will see 
more hunters volunteering this month 
to help remove the fences as hunting 
season starts. 

Hunters with pointing dogs are help-
ful during our summer bird counts, and 
we hope to recruit more of them, so we 
have enough dogs to count in all the ar-
eas we have previously surveyed and can 
track our progress in restoring grouse 

numbers. 
Our partner, Agroscope, has already 

observed that there is more biodiver-
sity and new plants after only one year 
in places where 
cows and goats 
have been grazing, 
compared to places 
where green alder 
was mechanically 
cut, showing the ef-
ficacy of our ecolog-
ical approach. 

In the future, we hope to create dedi-
cated teams for each pasture we are re-
storing. That would allow volunteers to 

become familiar with “their” part of the 
mountain, facilitate the job and allow 
volunteers to become more autonomous 
and independent. The goal is to extend 

the use of goats to 
stop the spread of 
green alders in oth-
er areas, too.

The project has 
attracted much at-
tention, with several 
journalists coming 
to observe our work, 

write articles, air radio shows and record 
videos highlighting our activities. Two of 
those videos aired in August on the in-

ternet and television. 
Additionally, a Milanese academic 

working on a Ph.D. about black grouse 
restoration efforts has asked to visit the 
mountain pastures where we are work-
ing in order to study our project. 

Colleagues from SCI Italia also have 
facilitated a collaboration with the Foun-
dation Mach, Italia. Their research team 
wants to evaluate the state of the black 
grouse population and how maintaining 
open areas will affect them. 

They plan to conduct research in nu-
merous countries, with Association Al-
pine Tetrao Tetrix as their associate in 
Switzerland.

Also in the works is the creation of a 
“toolbox” to guide and advise others on 
how to use goats to clear pastures and 
create open areas for black grouse even 
when wolves are potentially present. 

Several organizations and foundations 
are now supporting the work of the As-
sociation Alpine Tetrao Tetrix to restore 
black grouse habitat through ecological 
methods. 

In 2025, five new foundations were 
elected to finance the program, joining 
SCI Helvetia, the Vaud Canton, and the 
Foundation Gelbert. They added 80,000 
Swiss Francs ($99,300 US) to the bud-
get, and the association is now seeking 
106,000 Swiss Francs ($132,000 US) to 
manage activities planned throughout 
2026.

Anyone who would like to assist with 
our black grouse restoration efforts can 
contact the association at aatt.tetras@
gmail.com.

Swiss Members Help Restore 
Black Grouse Habitat

CHAPTER NEWS - SWITZERLAND

The project’s aim is to reduce green alder to make room for plants that are a 
better habitat for black grouse in the Alps.

Partnerships, Funding Grow As Volunteers Log Hours In The Mountains

The goal is to extend the 
use of goats to stop the 
spread of green alders 
in other areas, too.“

Middle East Chapter Hosts Gala Event In Qatar
CHAPTER NEWS - MIDDLE EAST

The first-ever Middle East 
Chapter Gala took place 

Sept. 12-13 at the luxurious 
Waldorf Astoria in Doha, Qa-
tar, and brought together 
guests from around the world 
to champion wildlife conserva-
tion and the rich traditions of 
hunting.

The conception of the Mid-
dle East Chapter was driven 
by an enthusiastic group ded-
icated to preserving these vi-
tal traditions. The Gala was a 
remarkable occasion that fea-
tured inspiring conversations, 
meaningful connections and a 
shared commitment to the mis-
sion. 

Esteemed guests such as Jim 
Shockey, Craig Boddington; Di-
ana Award winners Rene Sny-
der, Abigail Day, Claudia Ricci; 
and SCI President-Elect Mike 

Crawford, along with Chapter 
representatives from across the 
globe graced the Chapter with 
their presence.

A highlight of the event was 

a comprehensive awards and 
recognition program designed 
to honor the achievements of 
hunters worldwide. 

This robust program is tru-

ly one of a kind, celebrating a 
legacy of conservation and sig-
nificant contributions to the 
natural world.

President H.E. Sheikh Ab-
dulla bin Faisal Al Thani ex-
pressed his gratitude for the 
global participation from the 
SCI community and his pride 
in the team for organizing such 
a memorable historic inaugu-
ral event. 

He eagerly anticipates build-
ing a strong Chapter and ad-
vancing SCI’s mission both in 
the Middle East and worldwide.

For more information about 
the Middle East Chapter, please 
visit www.scimiddleeast.org.

By Barbara Crown
SCI Hunter Information Service

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders recently met with 
influential government and wildlife officials 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province to advance sus-
tainable-use wildlife conservation and hunters’ 
rights. 

The high-level SCI Pakistan delegation traveled 
to Peshawar in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (formerly 
known as the North-West Frontier Province) on 
Aug. 8 to present a comprehensive proposal to 
strengthen wildlife governance in the province. 

“This is an important step toward collaborative 
conservation in one of Pakistan’s most biodiverse 
regions,” said SCI Pakistan Chairman Syed Sum-
sam Bukhari. 

“By working closely with government institu-
tions, communities and conservation stakehold-
ers, we can protect wildlife populations, restore 
habitats and ensure that local communities bene-
fit directly from conservation programs,” he said.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province is located in 
the northwestern region of the country. It is the 
fourth-largest province of Pakistan by land area 
and the third-largest province by population. 

The area is home to a number of key Caprinae 
species, including Kashmir markhor, Himalayan 
ibex and urial. 

Led by Bukhari and joined by members Mu-
hammad Asif, Hamza Saleem Khan and Muham-
mad Ali Shah, the team met with Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Secretary of Wildlife Shahid Zaman. 
They discussed how enforcement of existing wild-
life regulations could be strengthened while also 
protecting hunters’ rights and ensuring hunting 
access. 

The importance of communities was also em-
phasized, particularly methods to incentivize 
community-based conservation programs that 
protect and enhance wildlife while benefitting 
local communities. 

Additionally, the delegation suggested methods 
to craft a forward-looking vision for the future of 
conservation efforts and how to expand public 
awareness to build support for sustainable-use 
conservation principles. 

The delegation offered the full support of SCI 
Pakistan Chapter to implement these initiatives.

Following the departmental meeting, the dele-
gation visited the Provincial Assembly of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to meet with Honorable Speaker 
Babar Saleem, along with several members of the 
Provincial Assembly. 

Honorable Speaker Saleem expressed his com-
mitment to supporting new legislation that will 
advance wildlife conservation while safeguarding 
hunters’ rights.

The delegation presented the Saviour of SCI Pa-
kistan medal to Honorable Speaker Saleem and 
to Secretary of Wildlife Zaman for their commit-
ment to supporting sustainable-use conservation 
and hunting rights.

“The SCI Pakistan Chapter remains committed 
to promoting science-based, sustainable-use wild-
life management, empowering rural communi-
ties and enhancing Pakistan’s global image as a 
leader in ethical hunting and conservation,” said 
SCI Pakistan Chapter Chairman Bukhari.

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders Muhammad Ali 
Shah (from left), and Muhammad Asif stand 
with Pakistan Secretary of Wildlife Shahid 
Zaman, Pakistan Chapter Chairman Syed 
Sumsam Bukhari and Hamza Saleem Khan 
during the meeting at the Provincial Assembly 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Chapter Works To Secure 
Hunting In Pakistan 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Is Home To Markhor, Ibex And Urial

SCI Pakistan Chapter leaders Hamza Saleem Khan and Muhammad Ali Shah discussed wildlife 
conservation and local community support in Peshwar with Honorable Speaker Babar Saleem, 
Pakistan Chapter Chairman Syed Sumsam Bukhari, Chapter leader Muhammad Asif,and the 
Honorable Speaker Saleem’s security officer.

CHAPTER NEWS - PAKISTAN

Argentina welcomes international tourists and hunters who visit 
the region to enjoy its nature, wildlife and landscape. 

From the bonds that form between the guest and local commu-
nities, Terra Pampa Hunting Lodge decided that a percentage of 
the total value from hunts donated would be allocated towards sup-
porting local schools in the area.

San Angelo Texas Chapter of SCI played a key role in making this 
possible. 

Thanks to their commitment to supporting our communities, 
20% of an Argentina Live Auction item is redirected every year to 
benefit local schools. 

“This is our first donation,” said a representative of Terra Pampa 
Hunting Lodge. “We know it’s a small gesture, but as we see it, it’s 
the beginning of something greater.”

SCI Life member Charles Parcus, owner of Hunt Fiercely, sup-
ported this idea from inception and worked with bringing it to life 
by organizing and coordinating the clients who took part in the 
donation. Parcus recently started Greater Call Outdoors to provide 
outdoor recreational experiences to adults who have experiences 
of life-changing illness or injury during public service in law en-
forcement, military or fire fighting. 

These same opportunities will be provided for children who have 
experienced similar injuries through no fault of their own. Addi-
tionally, they will assist schools in rural areas of Argentina where 
the hunting industry is active, to increase literacy rates and assist 
autistic students as well. 

“After seeing the poverty, lack of funds to assist schools, there is a 
desire to get Bell Family Blue Bags going to Argentina,” said Parcus. 
“My hope is that American hunters will make them a regular acces-
sory on every hunt to this amazing country.”

Parcus has been taking hunters to Argentina now for several years 
and decided to show Argentines that hunters care for the people 
in the communities we visit. Blue Bags are a great conduit for that 
endeavor. 

He also started a charity in Texas to assist on an even larger scale. 
Minds are being opened and changed concerning hunting al-

ready. 
The San Angelo Chapter is leading the way with the help of Jim-

my Fontenot and Erica Verfurth. 
“Blessed to be a part of San Angelo SCI, and thankful for the 

partnership with the Donnelly Family in Argentina,” said Parcus.
In another humanitarian effort, Pampero’s Santa Rosa Branch 

made a generous donation of work clothing to the Agrotechnical 
School in Argentina. 

Their support strengthens the spirit of cooperation between the 
private sector and educational institutions.  

Now four schools in Argentina have benefitted from Blue Bags.

Chapter, Outfitters 
Speed Assistance

To Argentina’s Poor

CHAPTER NEWS - TEXAS

SCI San Angelo Chapter, Terra Pampa Lodge, Charles Parcus and 
Sanat Rosa of Pampero are cooperating to bring supplies to 
Argentinians through the SCIF Bell Family Blue Bag program.

Luminaries of the hunting world attended the Middle East Chapter’s inaugural Gala event Sept. 
12-13 at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in Doha, Qatar.
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Gun auctions are a lot like 
Christmas: There are the 

presents you know you’ll get 
(socks, jeans), those you hope 
to get (a new .22) and those 
that come out of nowhere and 
you wonder how they knew you 
wanted one when you hardly 
knew yourself.

At an auction, you may arrive 
with a long list of guns to look 
at, and a short list of those to 
bid on, but the most intriguing 
are those that leap into your 

arms and ask, “Where have you been all my life?”
Personally, I’ve never been a huge fan of the Ballard, 

in spite of a long-standing appreciation for the great 
American single-shots. Undoubtedly, it’s the darling of 
them all and, for many enthusiasts, the greatest ever. 
It’s not the strongest, but then it never needed to be, 
but it has a strong claim to being the most accurate (ask 
Harry Pope or George Schoyen) and it can be the most 
graceful. Mate a Ballard with a beautiful piece of wal-
nut and a Pope barrel, engrave its receiver with classic 
scroll, and you are holding a piece of art history.

The reason I never cottoned to it was reality masquer-
ading as principle: I didn’t want a junker, and I couldn’t 
afford the better ones. Also, by accident some years 
ago, I fell into possession of a Stevens 44½ Schützen 
in a higher grade and became hooked. This aligned 
with my lifelong habit of championing the underdog, 
which, compared to the Sharps, Ballard, Winchester 
High Wall and Remington rolling block, the Stevens 
certainly is.

Still, I love to look at Ballards, and the Rock Island 
premier auction in August held one with real promise.

It was a Union Hill No. 8 in the standard Schützen 
configuration: Half-octagon barrel, double set trigger, 
lovely walnut, and all original and un-messed with. Mar-
lin, which manufactured the classic sporting Ballards, 
made this model in the late 1880s, when it retailed for 
$34. They were chambered, according to the books, 
only in .38-55 and .32-40.

This one, however, was neither identified only as “.32 
C.F.” At the time, the .32 W.C.F. (Winchester Center 
Fire) had been around for a dozen years, introduced 
by Winchester for its Model 1873. Rock Island assumed 
the Ballard was chambered for this, but the “W” had 
been omitted because Marlin did not want to credit 
Winchester.

None of the books that I can find lists the .32 W.C.F. 
(or .32-20) as even an optional chambering for the 
Ballard, although James J. Grant noted that some had 
been made in the slightly larger, slightly more powerful 
.32-30 Remington. Could this be that?

For whatever reason, bidding ended suddenly with 
the rifle in my possession — a little over five grand, if 
you must know — and I immediately took it off to Lee 
Shaver, America’s single-shot guru, for a check-over 
and chamber cast. With the Ballard, a chamber cast is 
easier with the rifle dismantled. Turned out it was, in-
deed, a .32-20, but with a bore measuring .308 instead 
of the usual .312.

Lee was surprised because he thought he’d originat-
ed that combination, and over the years has made or 
rebarreled half a dozen rifles that way. With black pow-
der and a soft lead bullet, such an undersized bore pro-
motes accuracy. I have it on semi-reliable authority that 
Thompson/Center offered its .32-20 barrels with this 

arrangement as well, so who knows? At any rate, Marlin 
did it, at least once, 140 years ago.

As he was taking it apart piece by careful piece, Lee 
concluded that, first, the rifle may have never been dis-
assembled since it left the Marlin factory long ago and 
has certainly been shot very little. Rock Island rated it 
as 60 to 80 percent overall, but I, being a shooter rath-
er than a collector, who likes rifles to show their age, 
would rate it higher than that. If you asked me, I’d say 
“Beautiful shape. Just beautiful.”

Fortunately, .32-20 brass is freely available and I have 
a strategic store of Ffg black powder and lead bullets.

One of those windfall Christmas presents: 
Who needs to be nine years old?

Terry Wieland is a writer specializing in fine firearms. His 
latest book is Great Hunting Rifles — Victorian to the 

Present. Wieland’s biography of Robert Ruark, A View 
From A Tall Hill, is available from Skyhorse Publishing.

Like Being Nine Again

BY TERRY 
WIELAND
COLUMNIST

Ballard Union Hill No. 8, manufactured by Marlin in the 1880s, chambered in .32-20 and fitted with a mid-
range tang sight and globe (non-adjustable) front sight. For a “moderately priced” target rifle, this one is 
certainly striking.

Sport Fishing Regulations, commonly 
referred to as the Hunt-Fish Rule.

In June, SCI submitted comments 
expressing support for the opening of 
hunting opportunities on nine National 
Wildlife Refuges and the expansion of 
hunting opportunities on seven Nation-
al Wildlife Refuges, across more than 
87,000 acres. SCI applauds the Service’s 
final rule opening those acres to hunt-
ing, including the inaugural hunting op-
portunities at Southern Maryland Wood-
lands National Wildlife Refuge and the 
formal opening of hunting opportuni-
ties at Grasslands Wildlife Management 
Area. 

However, these new opportunities are 
only available to hunters and anglers 

who do not use lead ammunition or 
tackle. SCI is disappointed that the Ser-
vice has not reconsidered unsupported 
restrictions on the use of lead ammu-
nition or tackle that negatively impact 
hunting opportunities. SCI has fought 
against these unnecessary bans in court 
and in Congress, and we will continue to 
fight for expanded hunting access to our 
public lands!

The key location of our Hunters’ Em-
bassy on Capitol Hill continues to draw 
important events. In early September, 
SCI hosted Senator Markwayne Mullin 
(R-OK) for a fundraising lunch at the 
SCI Hunters’ Embassy with more than 
30 attendees. 

SCI thanks the Senator for his friend-

ship and his commitment to protect-
ing hunting freedoms and our Second 
Amendment rights.

SCI also held a Hunt Club Roundta-
ble with Representative Rob Wittman 
(R-VA) at the Hunters’ Embassy and 
thanked the Representative for his con-
tinued leadership on lead ammunition 
and tackle bans.

And finally, in September, SCI held 
a Hunters’ Embassy Lunch and Learn 
with Kurt Thiede of the Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Thiede 
taught a course on state wildlife manage-
ment and the impact of federal policy 
decisions.

SCI will continue to fight for the issues 
most important to hunters, including 

Endangered Species Act modernization, 
protecting access to public lands and 
affordable, traditional ammunition and 
removing red tape from international 
trophy imports. 

We will be working closely with our 
champions on the Hill to advance major 
pieces of legislation, such as Gray Wolf 
and GYE Grizzly delisting bills, as well as 
Chairman Bruce Westerman’s (R-AR) 
comprehensive ESA reform bill, the ESA 
Amendments Act.

Many of the CSF dinner attendees 
went to the airport to fly home the day 
after. But SCI remains on duty in the 
nation’s capital and continues to ensure 
your voice is heard where it matters most 
— at the highest levels of government.

A BUSY SEPTEMBER DEFENDING HUNTING IN NATION’S CAPITAL: Continued From Page 3
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Gun auctions are a lot like 
Christmas: There are the 

presents you know you’ll get 
(socks, jeans), those you hope 
to get (a new .22) and those 
that come out of nowhere and 
you wonder how they knew you 
wanted one when you hardly 
knew yourself.

At an auction, you may arrive 
with a long list of guns to look 
at, and a short list of those to 
bid on, but the most intriguing 
are those that leap into your 

arms and ask, “Where have you been all my life?”
Personally, I’ve never been a huge fan of the Ballard, 

in spite of a long-standing appreciation for the great 
American single-shots. Undoubtedly, it’s the darling of 
them all and, for many enthusiasts, the greatest ever. 
It’s not the strongest, but then it never needed to be, 
but it has a strong claim to being the most accurate (ask 
Harry Pope or George Schoyen) and it can be the most 
graceful. Mate a Ballard with a beautiful piece of wal-
nut and a Pope barrel, engrave its receiver with classic 
scroll, and you are holding a piece of art history.

The reason I never cottoned to it was reality masquer-
ading as principle: I didn’t want a junker, and I couldn’t 
afford the better ones. Also, by accident some years 
ago, I fell into possession of a Stevens 44½ Schützen 
in a higher grade and became hooked. This aligned 
with my lifelong habit of championing the underdog, 
which, compared to the Sharps, Ballard, Winchester 
High Wall and Remington rolling block, the Stevens 
certainly is.

Still, I love to look at Ballards, and the Rock Island 
premier auction in August held one with real promise.

It was a Union Hill No. 8 in the standard Schützen 
configuration: Half-octagon barrel, double set trigger, 
lovely walnut, and all original and un-messed with. Mar-
lin, which manufactured the classic sporting Ballards, 
made this model in the late 1880s, when it retailed for 
$34. They were chambered, according to the books, 
only in .38-55 and .32-40.

This one, however, was neither identified only as “.32 
C.F.” At the time, the .32 W.C.F. (Winchester Center 
Fire) had been around for a dozen years, introduced 
by Winchester for its Model 1873. Rock Island assumed 
the Ballard was chambered for this, but the “W” had 
been omitted because Marlin did not want to credit 
Winchester.

None of the books that I can find lists the .32 W.C.F. 
(or .32-20) as even an optional chambering for the 
Ballard, although James J. Grant noted that some had 
been made in the slightly larger, slightly more powerful 
.32-30 Remington. Could this be that?

For whatever reason, bidding ended suddenly with 
the rifle in my possession — a little over five grand, if 
you must know — and I immediately took it off to Lee 
Shaver, America’s single-shot guru, for a check-over 
and chamber cast. With the Ballard, a chamber cast is 
easier with the rifle dismantled. Turned out it was, in-
deed, a .32-20, but with a bore measuring .308 instead 
of the usual .312.

Lee was surprised because he thought he’d originat-
ed that combination, and over the years has made or 
rebarreled half a dozen rifles that way. With black pow-
der and a soft lead bullet, such an undersized bore pro-
motes accuracy. I have it on semi-reliable authority that 
Thompson/Center offered its .32-20 barrels with this 

arrangement as well, so who knows? At any rate, Marlin 
did it, at least once, 140 years ago.

As he was taking it apart piece by careful piece, Lee 
concluded that, first, the rifle may have never been dis-
assembled since it left the Marlin factory long ago and 
has certainly been shot very little. Rock Island rated it 
as 60 to 80 percent overall, but I, being a shooter rath-
er than a collector, who likes rifles to show their age, 
would rate it higher than that. If you asked me, I’d say 
“Beautiful shape. Just beautiful.”

Fortunately, .32-20 brass is freely available and I have 
a strategic store of Ffg black powder and lead bullets.

One of those windfall Christmas presents: 
Who needs to be nine years old?

Terry Wieland is a writer specializing in fine firearms. His 
latest book is Great Hunting Rifles — Victorian to the 

Present. Wieland’s biography of Robert Ruark, A View 
From A Tall Hill, is available from Skyhorse Publishing.

Like Being Nine Again

BY TERRY 
WIELAND
COLUMNIST

Ballard Union Hill No. 8, manufactured by Marlin in the 1880s, chambered in .32-20 and fitted with a mid-
range tang sight and globe (non-adjustable) front sight. For a “moderately priced” target rifle, this one is 
certainly striking.

Sport Fishing Regulations, commonly 
referred to as the Hunt-Fish Rule.

In June, SCI submitted comments 
expressing support for the opening of 
hunting opportunities on nine National 
Wildlife Refuges and the expansion of 
hunting opportunities on seven Nation-
al Wildlife Refuges, across more than 
87,000 acres. SCI applauds the Service’s 
final rule opening those acres to hunt-
ing, including the inaugural hunting op-
portunities at Southern Maryland Wood-
lands National Wildlife Refuge and the 
formal opening of hunting opportuni-
ties at Grasslands Wildlife Management 
Area. 

However, these new opportunities are 
only available to hunters and anglers 

who do not use lead ammunition or 
tackle. SCI is disappointed that the Ser-
vice has not reconsidered unsupported 
restrictions on the use of lead ammu-
nition or tackle that negatively impact 
hunting opportunities. SCI has fought 
against these unnecessary bans in court 
and in Congress, and we will continue to 
fight for expanded hunting access to our 
public lands!

The key location of our Hunters’ Em-
bassy on Capitol Hill continues to draw 
important events. In early September, 
SCI hosted Senator Markwayne Mullin 
(R-OK) for a fundraising lunch at the 
SCI Hunters’ Embassy with more than 
30 attendees. 

SCI thanks the Senator for his friend-

ship and his commitment to protect-
ing hunting freedoms and our Second 
Amendment rights.

SCI also held a Hunt Club Roundta-
ble with Representative Rob Wittman 
(R-VA) at the Hunters’ Embassy and 
thanked the Representative for his con-
tinued leadership on lead ammunition 
and tackle bans.

And finally, in September, SCI held 
a Hunters’ Embassy Lunch and Learn 
with Kurt Thiede of the Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Thiede 
taught a course on state wildlife manage-
ment and the impact of federal policy 
decisions.

SCI will continue to fight for the issues 
most important to hunters, including 

Endangered Species Act modernization, 
protecting access to public lands and 
affordable, traditional ammunition and 
removing red tape from international 
trophy imports. 

We will be working closely with our 
champions on the Hill to advance major 
pieces of legislation, such as Gray Wolf 
and GYE Grizzly delisting bills, as well as 
Chairman Bruce Westerman’s (R-AR) 
comprehensive ESA reform bill, the ESA 
Amendments Act.

Many of the CSF dinner attendees 
went to the airport to fly home the day 
after. But SCI remains on duty in the 
nation’s capital and continues to ensure 
your voice is heard where it matters most 
— at the highest levels of government.

A BUSY SEPTEMBER DEFENDING HUNTING IN NATION’S CAPITAL: Continued From Page 3
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Robert “Bob” Nosler, Chairman of 
Nosler Inc. and son of founder John 

A. Nosler, passed away on Sept. 2, 2025, 
at the age of 79.

Nosler Inc., of Bend, Oregon has been 
manufacturing bullets, car-
tridge cases, ammunition, 
firearms and suppressors 
for over 75 years. 

After enlisting in the U.S. 
Navy and serving in the 
Submarine Service aboard 
the USS Nathan Hale 
during the Vietnam War, 
Bob returned home to Or-
egon to join the family busi-
ness as its sixth employee. 
From the production floor 
to the executive office, he 
immersed himself in every 
aspect of operations, rising 
through the ranks to be-
come chairman.

During his four decades 
of leadership, Bob guided 
the company through significant expan-
sions and innovations. He championed 
the development of the Nosler Acar-
tridge family, the expansion of premium 
ammunition lines, and the successors to 
the legendary Partition bullet. 

One of his proudest achievements was 
returning the company to complete fami-
ly ownership in 1988. Bob’s vision helped 
transform Nosler into a modern, full-line 
manufacturer of bullets, brass, ammuni-

tion, rifles and proprietary 
cartridges.

“Bob was more than a lead-
er of this company — he was 
a mentor, a friend, and the 
living connection between 
the foundation laid by our 
grandfather and the future 
we continue to build today,” 
said Nosler President John 
R. Nosler. 

“We will honor his leg-
acy by staying true to the 
principles he lived by — 
innovation with purpose, 
craftsmanship without com-
promise and a deep respect 
for the hunting tradition,” 
he said.

Bob is survived by his wife, 
family, and the generations of hunters 
and shooters who trusted in the prod-
ucts he worked tirelessly to create. His 
leadership and presence will be deeply 
missed as the third generation of the 
Nosler family carries forward his legacy.

Bob Nosler was the 
chairman of Nosler 
Inc., and the son 
of founder John A. 
Nosler.

Bob Nosler Led Nosler For 40 Years 

Past President of SCI Lavern “Vern” 
Edewaard passed away on Sept. 9 at 

the age of 91.
Edewaard was a dedicated supporter of 

SCI. He served as President of the SCI 
Michigan Chapter from 1981 to 1983, 
and as SCI President 1988-
1990.

When he was elected SCI 
President at age 50, he sold 
everything and devoted 
all his time to that post for 
the next two years. His in-
terest in hunting began as 
a boy when his father took 
him rabbit and pheasant 
hunting. This led to hunts 
for deer, bear and caribou 
across North America, and 
finally to Africa. 

He traveled to Africa 21 
times (his wife, Carol, ac-
companied him for 20 of 
those trips), and he collect-
ed the Big 5 and most of the 
species of plains game. 

He also hunted in Canada, Australia, 
South America, Spain, Russia and New 
Zealand. He authored a book called 
“Hunts By Vern,” which he said would 
substantiate to his kids why a shortage in 
inheritance might take place.

One of his greatest accomplishments 
was being the inspiration behind the SCI 

Michigan Chapter Humanitarian Initia-
tive, a cause that reflects his service for 
others. 

The initiative has helped open doors 
for disabled children, wounded veter-
ans, other physically debilitated veterans 

and Purple Heart Veter-
ans whose injuries prevent 
them from hunting, provid-
ing an opportunity to those 
who might otherwise be left 
behind.

“While we mourn this 
great loss, we also celebrate 
the legacy Vern leaves be-
hind — one of dedication, 
compassion, and unwav-
ering belief in our shared 
purpose,” the Michigan 
Chapter posted. 

Edewaard was preceded 
in death by his parents, Ju-
lia and Menno Edewaard; 
parents-in-law, Marie and 
Henry Gort; his brother 

and sister in laws, Sandra and Carl Ede-
waard, Morris Gort, Lucille and Arnold 
Blaukamp; and a great-grandson, The-
odore Groenink. Surviving is his wife, 
Carol (Gort). Together they raised four 
sons, Steve and Wendy, Jeff and Rosetta, 
Randy and Jodie, and Jim and Stacy. 

He also leaves behind 10 grandchil-
dren and 17 great-grandchildren.

Lavern ‘Vern’ Edewaard Dedication 
And Service Remembered

Lavern “Vern” 
Edewaard, the 13th 
President of SCI, will 
be remembered for 
his dedication and 
service to SCI.

OBITUARIES

Ricardo Elliott Longoria Wright, a 
world-class bowhunter who hunted 

on six continents and took more than 
350 species with a bow, died recently. He 
was 52.

Longoria received numer-
ous honors for his hunting 
and philanthropic achieve-
ments. He was the youngest 
recipient of the Safari Club 
International’s World Con-
servation and Hunting 

Award, having achieved 
it solely with a bow. He was 
SCI’s Asia Record Book 
Sub-Chairman. 

Prior to his passing, Lon-
goria was nominated for 
and will receive the 2026 In-
ternational Hunting Award 
at the 2026 SCI Convention 
in Nashville in February. 

“I was so sad to hear about Ricardo,” 
said SCI President Jeff Meyerl. “He was 
a valuable member of the Record Book 
and SCI, contributing to the success of 
both for decades. He was a passionate 
bowhunter and humanitarian.”

Longoria was born and raised in Nue-
vo Laredo, Mexico. He spent much of 
his childhood at Rancherías, the family’s 
ranch in Northern Mexico, one of Amer-
ica’s original game preserves. 

“My earliest memories are filled with 
dusty trophy rooms, black-and-white sa-
fari photos, and the leather-bound hunt-
ing books that lined our shelves. These 
moments planted something in me that’s 
never let go,” he once said.  

Longoria graduated from Monterrey 
Tec, received his MBA from UNC Chap-
el Hill, and attended the Executive Ed-
ucation Program at Harvard Business 
School. 

He dedicated his professional life to 
the family company beginning in 1998 
and became CEO in 2004. He led with 
his vision and dedication. His legacy will 
endure in the culture and values he es-
tablished in the company. 

Longoria was a lifelong bowhunter and 
conservationist whose passion for wilder-
ness and wildlife is deeply rooted in fami-
ly tradition. Influenced by the stories and 
adventures of his father and grandfather 
— both avid hunters in East Africa — 
Longoria developed a deep appreciation 
for the natural world at an early age. 

Longoria has 375 entries in the SCI Re-
cord Book, all of them taken with a bow. 
Eighty-six of those entries are still No. 1 
animals in the archery section of the Re-
cord Book, and 234 of those entries are 
listed in the Top 10 in the archery cat-
egory. Nine of his Record Book entries 
are No. 1 overall when considering all 
methods of take. 

Longoria hunted on every continent 
available and achieved every SCI Award 

available with a bow except for three 
Milestones. 

To challenge himself further, Longoria 
then applied for the SCI awards utilizing 

the rifle standards, which 
require more entries, and 
fulfilled those requirements 
using only his bow harvests. 
He managed to achieve 
another 38 SCI individual 
awards this way.

Ricardo was an extreme-
ly active member of Safari 
Club International through 
his many years of active par-
ticipation and leadership on 
the following committees: 
Record Book and World 
Hunting Awards; Alternative 
Hunting Methods; Young 
Hunter of the Year; Human-
itarian Services; Internation-

al Affairs & Development; SCI Director 
at Large; Safari Club International Foun-
dation Advisory Board; Nominations; 
and Awards & Recognition.

“He was a personal as well as a profes-
sional friend of mine,” SCI CEO W. Laird 
Hamberlin said. “He was known world-
wide for his bowhunting accomplish-
ments and was very involved in SCI, and 
along with me at Shikar Safaris.” 

“We extend our condolences to all of 
his family, and especially Brittany Hos-
mer Longoria, daughter of the SCI Foun-
dation’s longtime President, Joe Hosmer. 
Ricardo will be missed,” said Hamberlin.

Longoria’s involvement in the hunting 
and conservation world is unmatched. 
He received the Dr. Ed Ashby Lifetime 
Achievement Bow Hunting Award, Safa-
ri Club International (SCI) President’s 
Award, African Professional Hunters 
Association (APHA) Selous Award and 
Trinity Oaks Partner of The Year. 

His passion for the outdoors, wildlife 
and conservation led him and his wife, 
Brittany, to create the Longoria-Hosmer 
Foundation. LHF is dedicated to sup-
porting wilderness and wildlife conserva-
tion projects, anti-poaching efforts and 
outdoor educational programs focused 
on responsible wildlife stewardship. 
Their efforts aim to keep wild places wild 
and ensure that future generations are 
able to enjoy them while understanding 
their immense value. 

Longoria is survived by his wife, Brit-
tany A. Longoria; parents, Ricardo El-
liott Longoria Derby and Cheryl Wright 
Longoria; sons, Ricardo Tomás Longoria 
and David Elliott Longoria; stepson, Sig 
Joseph Hosmer Peterson; brother, Car-
los Federico Longoria; sister, Cassandra 
Nile Longoria; and niece, Carolina Nile 
Longoria. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Longoria-Hosmer Foundation at 
longoriahosmer.org.

Ricardo Longoria was 
an accomplished 
bowhunter and 
humanitarian. 

Ricardo Longoria, Accomplished 
Bowhunter, Held More Than 

100 World Records 
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Robert “Bob” Nosler, Chairman of 
Nosler Inc. and son of founder John 

A. Nosler, passed away on Sept. 2, 2025, 
at the age of 79.

Nosler Inc., of Bend, Oregon has been 
manufacturing bullets, car-
tridge cases, ammunition, 
firearms and suppressors 
for over 75 years. 

After enlisting in the U.S. 
Navy and serving in the 
Submarine Service aboard 
the USS Nathan Hale 
during the Vietnam War, 
Bob returned home to Or-
egon to join the family busi-
ness as its sixth employee. 
From the production floor 
to the executive office, he 
immersed himself in every 
aspect of operations, rising 
through the ranks to be-
come chairman.

During his four decades 
of leadership, Bob guided 
the company through significant expan-
sions and innovations. He championed 
the development of the Nosler Acar-
tridge family, the expansion of premium 
ammunition lines, and the successors to 
the legendary Partition bullet. 

One of his proudest achievements was 
returning the company to complete fami-
ly ownership in 1988. Bob’s vision helped 
transform Nosler into a modern, full-line 
manufacturer of bullets, brass, ammuni-

tion, rifles and proprietary 
cartridges.

“Bob was more than a lead-
er of this company — he was 
a mentor, a friend, and the 
living connection between 
the foundation laid by our 
grandfather and the future 
we continue to build today,” 
said Nosler President John 
R. Nosler. 

“We will honor his leg-
acy by staying true to the 
principles he lived by — 
innovation with purpose, 
craftsmanship without com-
promise and a deep respect 
for the hunting tradition,” 
he said.

Bob is survived by his wife, 
family, and the generations of hunters 
and shooters who trusted in the prod-
ucts he worked tirelessly to create. His 
leadership and presence will be deeply 
missed as the third generation of the 
Nosler family carries forward his legacy.

Bob Nosler was the 
chairman of Nosler 
Inc., and the son 
of founder John A. 
Nosler.

Bob Nosler Led Nosler For 40 Years 

Past President of SCI Lavern “Vern” 
Edewaard passed away on Sept. 9 at 

the age of 91.
Edewaard was a dedicated supporter of 

SCI. He served as President of the SCI 
Michigan Chapter from 1981 to 1983, 
and as SCI President 1988-
1990.

When he was elected SCI 
President at age 50, he sold 
everything and devoted 
all his time to that post for 
the next two years. His in-
terest in hunting began as 
a boy when his father took 
him rabbit and pheasant 
hunting. This led to hunts 
for deer, bear and caribou 
across North America, and 
finally to Africa. 

He traveled to Africa 21 
times (his wife, Carol, ac-
companied him for 20 of 
those trips), and he collect-
ed the Big 5 and most of the 
species of plains game. 

He also hunted in Canada, Australia, 
South America, Spain, Russia and New 
Zealand. He authored a book called 
“Hunts By Vern,” which he said would 
substantiate to his kids why a shortage in 
inheritance might take place.

One of his greatest accomplishments 
was being the inspiration behind the SCI 

Michigan Chapter Humanitarian Initia-
tive, a cause that reflects his service for 
others. 

The initiative has helped open doors 
for disabled children, wounded veter-
ans, other physically debilitated veterans 

and Purple Heart Veter-
ans whose injuries prevent 
them from hunting, provid-
ing an opportunity to those 
who might otherwise be left 
behind.

“While we mourn this 
great loss, we also celebrate 
the legacy Vern leaves be-
hind — one of dedication, 
compassion, and unwav-
ering belief in our shared 
purpose,” the Michigan 
Chapter posted. 

Edewaard was preceded 
in death by his parents, Ju-
lia and Menno Edewaard; 
parents-in-law, Marie and 
Henry Gort; his brother 

and sister in laws, Sandra and Carl Ede-
waard, Morris Gort, Lucille and Arnold 
Blaukamp; and a great-grandson, The-
odore Groenink. Surviving is his wife, 
Carol (Gort). Together they raised four 
sons, Steve and Wendy, Jeff and Rosetta, 
Randy and Jodie, and Jim and Stacy. 

He also leaves behind 10 grandchil-
dren and 17 great-grandchildren.

Lavern ‘Vern’ Edewaard Dedication 
And Service Remembered

Lavern “Vern” 
Edewaard, the 13th 
President of SCI, will 
be remembered for 
his dedication and 
service to SCI.

OBITUARIES

Ricardo Elliott Longoria Wright, a 
world-class bowhunter who hunted 

on six continents and took more than 
350 species with a bow, died recently. He 
was 52.

Longoria received numer-
ous honors for his hunting 
and philanthropic achieve-
ments. He was the youngest 
recipient of the Safari Club 
International’s World Con-
servation and Hunting 

Award, having achieved 
it solely with a bow. He was 
SCI’s Asia Record Book 
Sub-Chairman. 

Prior to his passing, Lon-
goria was nominated for 
and will receive the 2026 In-
ternational Hunting Award 
at the 2026 SCI Convention 
in Nashville in February. 

“I was so sad to hear about Ricardo,” 
said SCI President Jeff Meyerl. “He was 
a valuable member of the Record Book 
and SCI, contributing to the success of 
both for decades. He was a passionate 
bowhunter and humanitarian.”

Longoria was born and raised in Nue-
vo Laredo, Mexico. He spent much of 
his childhood at Rancherías, the family’s 
ranch in Northern Mexico, one of Amer-
ica’s original game preserves. 

“My earliest memories are filled with 
dusty trophy rooms, black-and-white sa-
fari photos, and the leather-bound hunt-
ing books that lined our shelves. These 
moments planted something in me that’s 
never let go,” he once said.  

Longoria graduated from Monterrey 
Tec, received his MBA from UNC Chap-
el Hill, and attended the Executive Ed-
ucation Program at Harvard Business 
School. 

He dedicated his professional life to 
the family company beginning in 1998 
and became CEO in 2004. He led with 
his vision and dedication. His legacy will 
endure in the culture and values he es-
tablished in the company. 

Longoria was a lifelong bowhunter and 
conservationist whose passion for wilder-
ness and wildlife is deeply rooted in fami-
ly tradition. Influenced by the stories and 
adventures of his father and grandfather 
— both avid hunters in East Africa — 
Longoria developed a deep appreciation 
for the natural world at an early age. 

Longoria has 375 entries in the SCI Re-
cord Book, all of them taken with a bow. 
Eighty-six of those entries are still No. 1 
animals in the archery section of the Re-
cord Book, and 234 of those entries are 
listed in the Top 10 in the archery cat-
egory. Nine of his Record Book entries 
are No. 1 overall when considering all 
methods of take. 

Longoria hunted on every continent 
available and achieved every SCI Award 

available with a bow except for three 
Milestones. 

To challenge himself further, Longoria 
then applied for the SCI awards utilizing 

the rifle standards, which 
require more entries, and 
fulfilled those requirements 
using only his bow harvests. 
He managed to achieve 
another 38 SCI individual 
awards this way.

Ricardo was an extreme-
ly active member of Safari 
Club International through 
his many years of active par-
ticipation and leadership on 
the following committees: 
Record Book and World 
Hunting Awards; Alternative 
Hunting Methods; Young 
Hunter of the Year; Human-
itarian Services; Internation-

al Affairs & Development; SCI Director 
at Large; Safari Club International Foun-
dation Advisory Board; Nominations; 
and Awards & Recognition.

“He was a personal as well as a profes-
sional friend of mine,” SCI CEO W. Laird 
Hamberlin said. “He was known world-
wide for his bowhunting accomplish-
ments and was very involved in SCI, and 
along with me at Shikar Safaris.” 

“We extend our condolences to all of 
his family, and especially Brittany Hos-
mer Longoria, daughter of the SCI Foun-
dation’s longtime President, Joe Hosmer. 
Ricardo will be missed,” said Hamberlin.

Longoria’s involvement in the hunting 
and conservation world is unmatched. 
He received the Dr. Ed Ashby Lifetime 
Achievement Bow Hunting Award, Safa-
ri Club International (SCI) President’s 
Award, African Professional Hunters 
Association (APHA) Selous Award and 
Trinity Oaks Partner of The Year. 

His passion for the outdoors, wildlife 
and conservation led him and his wife, 
Brittany, to create the Longoria-Hosmer 
Foundation. LHF is dedicated to sup-
porting wilderness and wildlife conserva-
tion projects, anti-poaching efforts and 
outdoor educational programs focused 
on responsible wildlife stewardship. 
Their efforts aim to keep wild places wild 
and ensure that future generations are 
able to enjoy them while understanding 
their immense value. 

Longoria is survived by his wife, Brit-
tany A. Longoria; parents, Ricardo El-
liott Longoria Derby and Cheryl Wright 
Longoria; sons, Ricardo Tomás Longoria 
and David Elliott Longoria; stepson, Sig 
Joseph Hosmer Peterson; brother, Car-
los Federico Longoria; sister, Cassandra 
Nile Longoria; and niece, Carolina Nile 
Longoria. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Longoria-Hosmer Foundation at 
longoriahosmer.org.

Ricardo Longoria was 
an accomplished 
bowhunter and 
humanitarian. 

Ricardo Longoria, Accomplished 
Bowhunter, Held More Than 

100 World Records 
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By Chris Tymeson and Bee Frederick 

Another state is considering a mea-
sure that would allow the rein-

troduction of wolves, this time in the 
Midwest. SCI is there to point out the 
devastating results in other states. Plus, 
advocacy team members and SCI leader-
ship travel across the country to support 
SCI Chapter events and strategies. 

PENNSYLVANIA
Continued Expansion 

State Liaison Bee Frederick joined a 
gathering of leaders from SCI Pennsylva-
nia Chapters in Benezette for a focused 
discussion on expanding the reach, im-
pact and coordination amongst the sev-
en in-state Chapters. Among the agenda 
items were expanding membership, ad-
vocacy, public relations and coordinated 
support of projects and charities. Chap-
ter leaders from the Blue Mountain 
Chapter, Pittsburgh Chapter and Lehigh 
Valley Chapter were joined by one SCI 
Regional Representative, two SCI Direc-
tors-at-Large and two national SCI staff 
members at the Keystone Elk Country 
Alliance (KECA). Attendees also en-
joyed elk viewing at KECA, a program 
these chapters have collectively support-
ed over the years, with over $200,000 go-
ing to various special projects.

ILLINOIS
Opposition of House Bill 2627

SCI sent a letter opposing House Bill 
2627, which would grant the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources authority to 
implement “rewilding as a conservation 
strategy,” including the reintroduction 
of apex predators. SCI objected to any 
forced introduction of apex predators 
onto the landscape, pointing out that 
forced reintroduction of gray wolves 
in Colorado has led to significant hu-

man-wildlife conflicts. The letter point-
ed out that reintroduction of gray wolves 
or other predators would create even 
greater challenges in Illinois.

TEXAS
Hunters’ Extravaganza Success 

Texas Trophy Hunters Association 
(TTHA) continued its Hunters’ Extrav-
aganza tour with a successful event in 
Fort Worth, Texas. Federal Liaison Nick 
Uberti, Member Services Manager Alex-
is Cassidy, Membership Development 
Coordinator Dakota Kinsey and Fort 
Worth Chapter President Jeff Kennedy 
were among numerous SCI team mem-
bers present in support of TTHA.

TTHA went on to wrap up the Hunt-
ers’ Extravaganzas with a superb show 
in San Antonio. As the home to SCI’s 
business operations office, SCI was well 
represented with a number of staff on 

site assisting TTHA and promoting SCI’s 
mission. Now that the 2025 Hunters’ Ex-
travaganzas are finished, all focus is on 
TTHA’s Outdoors Extravaganza in Dal-
las, Jan. 9 –11, 2026.

Additionally, Senior Litigation Coun-
sel Regina Lennox introduced SCI’s ad-
vocacy program at the SCI Fort Worth 
Chapter banquet. The sold-out event 
also featured a keynote address by SCI 
CEO W. Laird Hamberlin, as well as pre-
sentations by the Bell Family Foundation 

and Special Operators Training Founda-
tion. The Chapter made significant do-
nations to both organizations and raised 
funds to support conservation, advocacy, 
education and humanitarian programs.

LOUISIANA
Annual SCI Acadiana 

Chapter Banquet Sells Out
SCI’s VP of Government Affairs Chris 

Tymeson traveled to the Pelican state 
and attended the 9th Annual SCI Aca-
diana Chapter banquet and fundraiser. 
The sold-out event was held in Lafayette 
and attended by more than 350 individu-

SCI Opposes Wolf
Reintroductions In The Midwest
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SCI’s COO Louis Cole and State Liaison Bee Frederick attended the National Hunting and Fishing Day Proclamation signing ceremony with Governor Brian Kemp. SCI 
joined Georgia DNR’s leadership and various other conservation organizations in supporting hunting and angling in the Peach State.

als. While there, Tymeson engaged with 
members, prospective members and the 
leadership staff of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Wildlife.  

MICHIGAN
NRC Stands Firm On Coyotes

The Michigan Natural Resource Com-
mission (NRC) voted in favor of a reso-
lution to work on treating coyotes and 
beavers as nuisance species instead of 
voting on reinstating year-round coyote 
hunting. While SCI was hopeful that the 
NRC would move forward with formally 
changing the regulations surrounding 
coyotes at this most recent meeting, the 
resolution from the Commission ex-
pressed their commitment to making 
the changes prior to the regular furbear-
er regulation cycle in the Wildlife Con-
servation Order in 2026.  

Additionally, SCI Eastern State and Lo-
cal Liaison Bee Frederick traveled to the 
Great Lakes State to participate and lead 
a session at SCI Chapter Training. Fred-
erick taught a session on federal, legal 
and state advocacy and interacted with 
current and future leaders from Chap-
ters all over the country.

COLORADO
SCI Joins CWC To 

Improve Commission Meetings 
SCI joined a Colorado Wildlife Con-

servation Project coalition letter ahead 
of the August meeting of the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Commission, request-
ing improvements to the public interac-
tion process at future Commission meet-
ings.

Also in the Centennial State, Vice 
President of Government Affairs Chris 
Tymeson attended the annual planning 
meeting of the Colorado Wildlife Con-
servation Project. Colorado SCI Chapter 
President Brett Axton also attended, and 
after the meeting, the group hosted a re-
ception for CPW Commissioners, CPW 
staff and state and local elected officials.

Finally, SCI joined a coalition letter 
commenting on the Draft Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife beaver management 
plan.

NEBRASKA
SCI Supports Mountain Lion 
Season In Cornhusker State

SCI filed comments in the Cornhusker 
State supporting the proposed mountain 
lion hunting season regulation and the 

proposed mountain sheep hunting season 
order. At the public hearing, the Commis-
sion voted in favor of both proposals.

MONTANA
Statewide Increase 
On Wolf Harvest

The Montana Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission met to discuss wolf hunting 

and trapping regulations, among other 
things. After six hours of debate and 
impassioned public comment, the Com-
mission voted to increase the number of 
wolves that can be harvested statewide 
from 334 to 458, with specific quotas in 
place for Region 3 and Wolf Manage-
ment Units 313 and 316 (adjacent to 
Yellowstone National Park). SCI strong-

ly supports responsible management of 
game populations, including at levels 
that promote balance among predators 
and prey, maintain harvest opportuni-
ties and reduce conflicts between hu-
mans and wildlife. The increased harvest 
opportunity will provide Montana the 
ability to manage the wolf population 
more effectively across the state, consis-
tent with State law and the Commission’s 
mission. 

GEORGIA
SCI Staff Attended National 

Hunting and Fishing Day 
Proclamation Signing

SCI’s COO Louis Cole and State Liai-
son Bee Frederick attended the National 
Hunting and Fishing Day Proclamation 
signing ceremony with Governor Brian 
Kemp. SCI joined Georgia DNR’s lead-
ership and various other conservation 
organizations in supporting hunting 
and angling in the Peach State. 

SCI thanks Governor Kemp for his 
unwavering support of sportsmen and 
women!

Chris Tymeson is SCI Vice President of 
Government Affairs and Bee Frederick 

 is State Liaison. 

Shown here, from left to right, are Acadiana Chapter President Richard Kennedy III, SCI Regional Representative for Region 
18 Stephen Caldwell, SCI Chapter Services Specialist Sean Jackson, SCI Director-at-Large Brandon Bredemeyer, and SCI VP 
of Government Affairs Chris Tymeson to support the success of the Acadiana Chapter fundraiser.

SCI Federal Liaison Nick Uberti (left) joined TTHA CEO & President Christina Pittman, SCI Fort Worth Chapter President Jeff 
Kennedy, SCI Membership Services Manager Alexis Cassidy and SCI Membership Development Representative Dakota 
Kinsey for another great Hunters’ Extravaganza event.
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Pictured here, from left to right, are VP of Government Affairs Chris Tymeson and 
State Senator Phil Fortunato, R-31st Legislative District, during the joint Oregon-
Washington Sportsmen’s Legislative Caucus event.
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ing the costs of the process, but some have told cli-
ents they will be passing the cost on to them.

And then there are the clients who already paid 
Logistic Solutions for shipping and now face paying 
another exporter for new export documents and 
shipping fees. 

Each operator is likely to have a different ap-
proach, and affected hunters should be prepared 
for a range of possibilities.

The Hunter Information Service has been assist-
ing members swept up in this problem since Au-

gust 2024 and has a list of nearly 120 members who 
receive email updates on their hunting operators’ 
efforts. 

A report is also posted to the Hunter Information 
Service section of the SCI website. 

Affected hunters can see the latest developments 
at safariclub.org/hunter-information-service. 

Scroll to the bottom of the page to the news blog 
where updates and other news are posted. 

To receive updates by email, email bcrown@sci-
firstforhunters.org.

Catena Safaris’ newly established export company, 
Argentina Trophy Export, will handle the shipment of the 
newly released trophies and all other client trophies moving 
forward.
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By Chris Tymeson and Bee Frederick 

Another state is considering a mea-
sure that would allow the rein-

troduction of wolves, this time in the 
Midwest. SCI is there to point out the 
devastating results in other states. Plus, 
advocacy team members and SCI leader-
ship travel across the country to support 
SCI Chapter events and strategies. 

PENNSYLVANIA
Continued Expansion 

State Liaison Bee Frederick joined a 
gathering of leaders from SCI Pennsylva-
nia Chapters in Benezette for a focused 
discussion on expanding the reach, im-
pact and coordination amongst the sev-
en in-state Chapters. Among the agenda 
items were expanding membership, ad-
vocacy, public relations and coordinated 
support of projects and charities. Chap-
ter leaders from the Blue Mountain 
Chapter, Pittsburgh Chapter and Lehigh 
Valley Chapter were joined by one SCI 
Regional Representative, two SCI Direc-
tors-at-Large and two national SCI staff 
members at the Keystone Elk Country 
Alliance (KECA). Attendees also en-
joyed elk viewing at KECA, a program 
these chapters have collectively support-
ed over the years, with over $200,000 go-
ing to various special projects.

ILLINOIS
Opposition of House Bill 2627

SCI sent a letter opposing House Bill 
2627, which would grant the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources authority to 
implement “rewilding as a conservation 
strategy,” including the reintroduction 
of apex predators. SCI objected to any 
forced introduction of apex predators 
onto the landscape, pointing out that 
forced reintroduction of gray wolves 
in Colorado has led to significant hu-

man-wildlife conflicts. The letter point-
ed out that reintroduction of gray wolves 
or other predators would create even 
greater challenges in Illinois.

TEXAS
Hunters’ Extravaganza Success 

Texas Trophy Hunters Association 
(TTHA) continued its Hunters’ Extrav-
aganza tour with a successful event in 
Fort Worth, Texas. Federal Liaison Nick 
Uberti, Member Services Manager Alex-
is Cassidy, Membership Development 
Coordinator Dakota Kinsey and Fort 
Worth Chapter President Jeff Kennedy 
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bers present in support of TTHA.
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in San Antonio. As the home to SCI’s 
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represented with a number of staff on 

site assisting TTHA and promoting SCI’s 
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las, Jan. 9 –11, 2026.
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sel Regina Lennox introduced SCI’s ad-
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and Special Operators Training Founda-
tion. The Chapter made significant do-
nations to both organizations and raised 
funds to support conservation, advocacy, 
education and humanitarian programs.
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SCI’s VP of Government Affairs Chris 

Tymeson traveled to the Pelican state 
and attended the 9th Annual SCI Aca-
diana Chapter banquet and fundraiser. 
The sold-out event was held in Lafayette 
and attended by more than 350 individu-
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and angling in the Peach State. 
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unwavering support of sportsmen and 
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forward.



32 Safari Times  |  OCTOBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025  |  Safari Times 33 

Editor’s Note: We had asked you SCI members 
to tell us your stories about using Winchester 
Model 54s and .300 H&H Mag. and .270 
Win. cartridges on the 100th birthday of these 
special rifles and cartridges.

 
By Paul Johnson 

Who brings an 87-year-old rifle 
chambered in a 100-year-old car-

tridge to a South African safari of a life-
time? Well, that would be me. Guilty as 
charged.

The rifle in question is a circa 1938 
Winchester Model 70, and the chamber-
ing is the .300 Holland & Holland Mag-
num, the original .300 magnum of 1925. 
My rifle barrel, like many of the era, is 
simply stamped “.300 MAGNUM” as it 
would be three decades after the birth 
of the H&H before the .300 Winchester 
Magnum would hit the gun store shelves. 

Also known as the “Super 30,” the .300 
H&H is a neck-downed .375 Holland & 
Holland with a sloping shoulder (8˚-30”) 
to take full advantage of Winchester’s 
pre-’64 controlled-feed for a smooth 
bolt throw through the magnum-length 
action. The .300 H&H has long been 
recognized for its inherent accuracy, in-
cluding a 1935 win by American shooter 
Ben Comfort in the 1,000-yard Wimble-
don Cup. 

The ammo choice was an easy one as 
I love to shop locally, and SCI vendor, 
Nosler, is only a few hours south of my 
home in southeast Washington State. 
Their Trophy Grade ammunition uti-
lizes a 180-grain Accubond bullet that 
develops muzzle energy of 3,477 foot-
pounds, more than enough “umph” for 
Africa’s plains game and only 25 foot-
pounds less muzzle energy (and a lot less 
kick) than the exalted .300 Win. Mag. in 
most commercial loadings. 

Another great reason for choosing 
this centenarian caliber over other .30s 
is when answering the question, “What 
caliber are you shooting?” The .300 Hol-
land & Holland Magnum easily wins the 
“Cool Classic” award in hunting camps 
from Alaska to Zimbabwe.

I would be hunting with Tam Safaris, 
located near the Mountain Zebra Pre-
serve, 160 miles north of Port Elizabeth 
in the Eastern Cape Province. I had 
conversed with brothers Peter and Ste-
phen Tam for several years at our annu-
al SCI Conventions, and I’m sure they 
were questioning whether I would ever 
book a hunt when I finally pulled the 
trigger for the second and third weeks 
of March, late summer in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Tam Safaris has earned a reputation as 
a high-quality outfitter for plains game 
as well as lion, rhino and Cape buffalo in 
the dangerous game category. I would be 
targeting nyala, sable, Cape bushbuck, 
and any other trophy opportunities that 
presented themselves of the 40-plus spe-
cies on their expansive properties.

Stephen lost the coin toss with his 
brother and would be my PH. He and 
his family met me at the Port Elizabeth 
airport, and we headed north on a three-
hour drive to their main camp. His wife, 
son and daughter slept in the back seat 
while Steve and I chatted the entire trip 
— one of the best tips I can pass on to 
other hunters is the importance of your 
PH being in sync with your expectations 
and physical limitations. We spent the 
drive north reviewing all we had dis-
cussed in Nashville.

In my case, issue No. 1 was not to hunt 
from the Land Cruiser, but to get out 
and stalk game in the bush, which led to 
issue No. 2, my need for lots of water in 
the 80-plus-degree heat of the day. I had 
done my part, five mornings a week for 
the last two years, I was in the gym get-
ting my 70-year-old body in good enough 
shape to keep up with Steve’s pace that 
re-defined the word “breakneck.” I had 
also practiced extensively with my rifle, 
as issue No. 3 was shooting at distances 
not to exceed 200 yards, which was my 
self-imposed limit. 

I really enjoy getting as close to the 
game as humanly possible. I practiced 
shooting downhill, uphill, across can-
yons — every conceivable shot I might 
encounter in the field. I was as ready as I 
could possibly be, or so I thought.

Hunting nyala would consist of hiking 
the thick acacia brush and trees near 
Paul’s River (at this time of year, an eas-
ily wadable creek) that flows for miles 

through the property. This is a secre-
tive species of antelope; nyala translates 
from the Zulu language as “shifty one.” 
Not one to stand out in the open, nyala 
hunting tactics include stalking the edg-
es of the meadows to spot one through 
the brush or waiting in ambush near the 
creek in the evening when they come 
down to drink.

We drove to the rifle range first thing 
in the morning to sight-in the .300 H&H. 
The first round was on target, 1/2-inch 
low at 100 yards, as I had been practicing 
throughout the frigid winter in the sage-
brush of eastern Washington State, and 
now it was in the 80s in the midst of an 
African summer. A quick adjustment and 
the next round was 1-inch high, right 
where it should be. Steve then asked for 
one more round at the 200-yard gong. 
The rifle spoke, and the 180-grain Accu-
bond struck the target smack dab in the 
middle. Time to go hunting. 

We drove quite a way south to a dry 
creek bed. We were about to hike down 
the steep wall to cross the creek when 
a female nyala emerged from the thick 
brush. We quietly lowered ourselves to 
the ground as she fed on both grass-
es and brush on the edge of the small 
meadow in front and below us. 

Thirty seconds had barely passed when 
we saw the ivory-tipped horns of a nya-
la bull over the thick acacia brush. Fol-
lowing the path of the ewe, he stepped 
out into the open in all his glory, spiral 
horns, dark dorsal mane turning white 

from his ears to his tail and a second 
mane starting at the chin and stretching 
all the way down his underside to the 
rear legs. 

At that moment, the difference in size 
between males and females of the spe-
cies was in full view. Nyala are the most 
sexually dimorphic antelope; the males 
can be twice the size of the females, and 
this was certainly the case in front of us. 
I started to move my rifle into position, 
but I got the look from Stephen, and he 
mouthed the words, “too small.”  

So, we sat there and watched while the 
bull did everything in his power to entice 
the ewe. He nuzzled her cheek, rubbed 
his neck across her back, and, if he had 
thought to bring flowers and a box of 
chocolate, he would have added them 
to the mix.  She was not impressed. Af-
ter a few more minutes, they wandered 
off in separate directions and we made 
our way down the switchbacks, crossed 
the dry creek bed and scrambled up the 
other side. 

For several hours, we slowly and quietly 
paralleled the dry creek and surround-
ing brush to no avail. We scared up nu-
merous small antelope, but not one sight 
of the iconic orange lower legs sliding 
through the brush. We finally called it 
a day, looking forward to another gour-
met dinner from our camp chef, Dakar.

On the second day, after lunch, we 
drove to the other side of the river down 

100 Years And Going Strong 

Paul Johnson (left) and PH Stephan Tam took many fine trophies in South Africa with Johnson’s 87-year-old rifle chambered 
in a 100-year-old cartridge.

Continued on page 35 u
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For several hours, we slowly and quietly 
paralleled the dry creek and surround-
ing brush to no avail. We scared up nu-
merous small antelope, but not one sight 
of the iconic orange lower legs sliding 
through the brush. We finally called it 
a day, looking forward to another gour-
met dinner from our camp chef, Dakar.

On the second day, after lunch, we 
drove to the other side of the river down 

100 Years And Going Strong 

Paul Johnson (left) and PH Stephan Tam took many fine trophies in South Africa with Johnson’s 87-year-old rifle chambered 
in a 100-year-old cartridge.

Continued on page 35 u



34 Safari Times  |  OCTOBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025  |  Safari Times 35 

a steep slope. It was a boulder-strewn 
two-track that proved the need for the 
Land Cruiser’s low gear range. As we 
came around a corner, the road ended 
and 50 yards ahead of us was a steep cliff 
that resembled klipspringer habitat. 

We came to the edge of a huge mead-
ow, a 70-yard oval, and we started to glass 
the far side when we saw orange legs 
through the undergrowth — a bull nya-
la. We moved to intercept him, but when 
we came to the point where he should 
have emerged, nothing. Apparently, the 
kudu isn’t the only “grey ghost” of Afri-
ca. 

We continued on towards the river and 
came upon a depression that had the 
appearance of a giant hand pressed into 
the earth, and we moved alongside the 
middle finger to the thumb when the lit-
tle finger that was completely in shade 
got up and headed up a ramp to our lev-
el. The “shadow” became Cape buffalo 
— dagga boys!  

Three of the group milled around on 
the other side of the depression while 
the fourth purposely moved towards us. 
Steve had his .470 Nitro Express at the 
ready, and I stood there feeling fully in-
adequate with a rifle that was somewhat 
short of the 4,000 foot-pounds of energy 
needed to dispatch the critter if he came 
any closer. 

At 20 yards, he stopped, stared with 
bloodshot red eyes, and shook his horns, 
giving me the look the African writer, 
Robert Ruark, described as “he looked 
at me as if I owed him money.” Howev-
er, this buff was looking at me as if he 
were coming to collect payment. Finally, 
he turned away and joined his comrades 
at a trot and disappeared into the thick 
brush.

We continued towards the creek, fol-
lowing a ramp down to the grassy flats 
where the creek/river flooded in the 
rainy season. There was enough brush 
to give us some cover, and we walked 
down around two bends before we came 
to a long, straight view downstream. Two 
smaller nyala bulls were alternately feed-
ing in the green grass and taking drinks 
from the creek. 

A third, obviously larger bull, came 
down to the creek, fewer than a hundred 
yards away and I stayed still, my Win-
chester at the ready with the Leupold 
scope at 4.5 power, all that was needed 
given the short distance and lowering 
sun of the late afternoon.

As Stephen continued to evaluate the 
bulls downstream with his binoculars, 
I stood behind him, stooped over, with 
just enough of my head exposed over his 
shoulder to view the spectacle in front 
of us. 

Just then, in my right-side peripher-
al vision, a hog deer, an Asian exotic, 
calmly walked upstream on the oppo-
site bank. I thought we were going to 
be busted, but the doe continued past, 
oblivious to our presence. A sigh of re-
lief was quickly extinguished when a hog 

buck came into view 40 yards behind 
her, crossing the creek just upstream 
past our position. 

I didn’t dare breathe for a full minute. 
Steve made a quick turn toward me and 
gave me the “we just got away with that 
one” look. Just then, another nyala bull 
came down to the river on our side. He 
was significantly bigger than any that 
we had seen in two days, with nearly 
four inches of ivory tips atop thick, long 
horns. 

Steve set the sticks up, and I settled the 
Model 70 into place. The nearside front 
leg was straight up and down, so I fol-
lowed up the back of the front leg with 
the crosshairs until I came to the sweet 
spot, released the safety, and pulled the 
2 1/4-pound trigger. 

The rifle spoke, and the nyala bull 
lurched upward at the front shoulder 
with the hit. He spun around twice in 
tight circles and plunged into a pile of 
brush. 

Excitedly, we clapped each other on 
the shoulder as the remaining nyala and 
other game sped up off the river and dis-
appeared into the acacia trees.

The light was fading, so we quickly 
took a few pictures. Steve radioed our 
tracker in the truck miles away from 
us, and he smartly called for help from 
camp to find our position in what was 
now complete darkness. 

We had seen a king cobra in the river 
earlier that day, and I had no interest in 
encountering it again in an attempt to 
find the truck. 

In half an hour, we heard the crew 
crashing through the brush and alerted 
them to take a right turn down to the 
river, where we waited with our trophy. 

Finally, they appeared above us and 
slid down to our position. Loading the 
bull onto a canvas drag bag, we found 
a game trail up to the brush line and 
stumbled around in the dark in the gen-
eral direction of the trucks. 

Once there, we loaded up the nyala, 
got into the Land Cruisers and weaved 
around in the dark until we found the 
two-track and made our way back to camp.

Darfur, our camp chef, greeted us with 
a pair of his special elixirs, ice-cold gin 
and blueberry tonics, which miraculous-
ly erased our exhaustion. 

Without bothering to change out of 
our hunt clothes, we sat down to an-
other amazing meal. This evening, the 
entrée was Wellington African style, his 
version of the British delicacy made with 
kudu tenderloins.

The next week had much more in 
store, with potential SCI gold medal 
sable and Cape bushbuck to hunt, en-
counters with rhino, a visit to the nearby 
school with SCIF Amy Bell Blue Bags, 
black springbok spot and stalk in lion 
country, and many more adventures 
with Stephen and Peter Tam.

Paul Johnson is a Life member 
from Washington State. 
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WORLDWIDE
SCI MEMBERSSCI MEMBERS

HUNT SUCCESSFULLY Luke Gerhart, an SCI Life member who has achieved extensive 
hunting honors, took this copper springbok in the Limpopo province 
of South Africa. He achieved seven awards this year, including his 
Third Pinnacle of Achievement. 

Cecil Hammonds achieved his Dangerous Game of Africa Milestone Award this year, which included harvesting this impressive Nile crocodile while hunting the Mbizi 
Game Reserve in Zambia.

SCI Life member Mark Carrier achieved his South America 8 Continental Award this year. He is seen here 
with an American bison he took in New Mexico, measuring 67 6/8.

While hunting the Brooks Range in Alaska, Craig L. Van Arsdale took this Alaska-Yukon moose, 
contributing towards him completing his Bronze Level Antlered Game of the Americas.

Pictured here with a caracal entry is SCI Life member Bob Wilson. As an accomplished hunter, 
he was recently presented with the Bronze Level Animals of Africa Inner Circle.

Hunting in Australia back in 2022, SCI Life Member and honored 
hunter Carlos Mondragon Jr. was able to take this feral ox, ranking 
No. 21 in its category. 

SCI Life member Ben Barnett hunted in the mountains of 
Austria to get this Alpine chamois that scores 24 2/8 in the 
SCI Record Book. With a ranking of No. 43, it allowed him to 
complete the requirements for the Gold Level Inner Circle 
Award for the Chamois of the World

While hunting with a muzzleloader in Kansas, SCI Life 
Member Brent Wineinger harvested this nice Midwestern 
white-tailed deer that scored 169 1/8. It ranks No. 50 
overall and is a Top 10 for muzzleloader entries in the SCI 
Record Book. It helped him complete the Copper Level 
Hunting Achievement Award.

Recently reaching the Copper Level, Pygmy Antelope of Africa is SCI Life Member James P. 
Bryant. He is pictured here with a beautiful Sudan oribi he took in 2024, one of the animals 
that helped him achieve his hunting goals.
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Local Chapters are the strong backbone of Sa-
fari Club International’s grassroots successes. 
They raise money for local initiatives, such as 
education, conservation and veteran’s proj-
ects, and contribute funds to the international 
organization. If you are ready to join, or to 
form an SCI Chapter in your area, check safa-
riclub.org or call (888) 486-8724 and ask for 
Chapter Services.

SCI Chapters    

OFFICIAL JOURNAL

ALABAMA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Wiregrass Chapter - Christopher Ferguson, Pres., home (228) 806-
9197 survival9502@gmail.com, 4429 County Road 36, Hartford, 
AL, 36344-5211
Alabama Chapter - Ralph M. Marcum, Pres., home (205) 602-6787 
cell (205) 602-6787 ralph.marcum@themarcumgroup.com, Bir-
mingham, AL, www.safariclubalabama.org

ALABAMA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Alabama Chapter - Tina Turner, Sables Rep., home (205) 616-5472 
cell (205) 616-5472 tina@freedomseedsafaris.com, 121 Phillips Cir, 
Columbiana, AL, 35051-9503, www.safariclubalabama.org

ALASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Alaska Chapter - Kyle Tripp, Pres., ktripp907@gmail.com, PO Box 
770511, Eagle River, AK, 99577-0511, www.aksafariclub.org
Alaska Kenai Peninsula Chapter - Ted Spraker, Pres., home (907) 
262-9592 cell (907) 398-8895 tedspraker@gmail.com, PO Box 
2988, Soldotna, AK, 99669-2988, www.KenaiSCI.org

ARIZONA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Arizona Chapter - Jonathan Ochoa, Pres., home (520) 245-4493 cell 
(520) 245-4493 jochoaintuc@hotmail.com, 5425 E Broadway Blvd 
Ste 161, Tucson, AZ, 85711-3704, www.azsci.com
Phoenix Chapter - Abraham Pacheco, Pres., home (623) 293-6682 
abephxsci@gmail.com, 29455 N Cave Creek Rd Ste 118, Cave 
Creek, AZ, 85331-2395, Phxchaptersci.com

ARKANSAS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Arkansas Chapter - Lavon R. Winkler, Pres., home (816) 914-2124 
cell (816) 914-2124 lavonrwinkler@gmail.com, Alexander, AR, 
72002-9256, www.sci-ar.com

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Los Angeles Chapter - Gene C. Campbell, Pres., cell (909) 917-2281 
baja.gene@verizon.net, 2380 Corson St, Pasadena, CA, 91107-
3205, www.scila.org
Redding Regional Chapter - Edward Dutra, Pres., home (530) 347-
3764 cell (509) 413-6735 edwarddutra80@gmail.com, PO Box 
493611, Redding, CA, 96049-3611, sciredding.org
Golden Gate Chapter - Steven L. Hunter, Pres., work (925) 423-2219 
home (925) 443-9830 cell (925) 960-5146 StevenHunter@Berke-

ley.edu, San Ramon, CA, 94583-8141, www.sci-gg.com
California Sierra Chapter - Jerry W. Dunlap, Pres., home (559) 781-
7905 cell (559) 920-7981 jerry_dunlap@yahoo.com, Porterville, 
CA, 93258-1233, www.sierrasafariclub.org
Sacramento Chapter - Kenneth L. Akins, Pres., work (916) 451-3396 
home (916) 812-8132 ura_akins@pacbell.net, PO Box 221249, 
Sacramento, CA, 95822-8249, www.sacramentosafariclub.org
Wine Country Chapter - Darius Anderson, Pres., sciwinecountry@
wingandbarrelranch.com, 6600 Noble Rd, Sonoma, CA, 95476-
7834
Central Valley Chapter - Edward Vincent Reynoso, Pres., work (559) 
592-3161 home (559) 679-8463 cell (559) 679-8463 centralval-
leysci@gmail.com, 8230 Avenue 272, Visalia, CA, 93277-9419, 
centralvalleysci.com
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter - Clark Smith, Pres., work (510) 663-
5686 cell (510) 663-5686 cs@wst.cc, 2596 Bay Rd Ste A, Red-
wood City, CA, 94063-3093, www.safariclub-sfbay.org
Orange County Chapter - Jason Nash, Pres., home (949) 610-9830 
bolsaguns@aol.com, PO Box 74353, San Clemente, CA, 92673-
0146, www.scioc.org
San Diego Chapter - Tom Baumann, Pres., home (619) 838-8274 
tom@balihairestaurant.com, PO Box 600155, San Diego, CA, 
92160-0155, www.sandiegosci.org

CALIFORNIA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
San Diego Chapter - Krys Cook, Sables Rep., home (818) 445-3895 
cell (818) 445-3895 theranchjulianca@gmail.com, 540 E Jarvis Ct, 
Meridian, CA, 83642-2680, www.sandiegosci.org
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter - Diane P. Sheardown, Sables Rep., 
work (650) 358-3235 home (650) 222-0194 cell (650) 222-0194 di-
ane.sheardown@gmail.com, 3370 Brittan Ave Apt 12, San Carlos, 
CA, 94070-3419, www.safariclub-sfbay.org
Central Valley Chapter - Linda Danell, Sables Rep., work (559) 582-
1251 linda@danellbros.com, 4728 12th Ave, Hanford, CA, 93230-
9607, centralvalleysci.com

COLORADO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Four Corners Chapter - Jason DeWeese, Pres., home (970) 779-
8603 cell (970) 779-8603 weese338@gmail.com, PO Box 1401, 
Bayfield, CO, 81122-1401, www.fourcornerssci.com
Upper Colorado River Chapter - Jarry Bachmann, Pres., work (303) 
674-2622 cell (303) 883-0714 jarbac@msn.com, Evergreen, CO, 

80439-8859, events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event 
Denver Chapter - Henry Snape, Pres., work (917) 365-2407 cell 
(917) 365-2407 henrysnape@me.com, Denver, CO, 80216, www.
denversci.org
Colorado Chapter - Brett Axton, Pres., home (719) 635-3257 Bret-
ta@scicolorado.org, PO Box 5486, Woodland Park, CO, 80866-
5486, www.scicolorado.org

COLORADO SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Denver Chapter - Mary A. Predovich, Sables Rep., home (303) 550-
6016 cell (303) 550-6016 mapredovich@yahoo.com, PO Box 172, 
Sedalia, CO, 80135-0172, www.denversci.org

CONNECTICUT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Central Connecticut Chapter - Brandon Gleason, Pres., home (203) 
410-7493 brandon.gleason@me.com, North Haven, CT, 06473-
2603, www.centralctsci.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Washington Metro Chapter - Ms PJ Carleton, Pres., work (202) 543-
6850 cell (202) 374-3878 pjcarleton@hotmail.com, Washington, 
DC, 20004-1021, www.dcsafariclub.org

FLORIDA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
North Florida Chapter - Michael Keener, Pres., home (904) 591-
1513 cell (904) 591-1513 mekeener50@gmail.com, Bryceville, FL, 
32009-2513, www.northfloridasafariclub.com
Tampa Bay Chapter - Jimmy Moreland, Pres., work (813) 505-3982 
home (813) 488-1235 cell (813) 505-3982 fiddlin14@verizon.net, 
Riverview, FL, 33579-7136, www.scitampa.org
South Florida Chapter - Keith Almeida, Pres., work (954) 772-9957 
home (954) 928-0981 kalmeida@ai-roofing.com, PO Box 292402, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33329-2402, www.scisfc.com
Naples Fort Myers Chapter - Jorge L. Diaz, Pres., home (239) 776-
7697 cell (786) 385-4032 jorgediazj1@aol.com, Fort Myers, FL, 
33902-1969, www.scinaples.org
Miami Chapter - Agustin J. De La Vega, Pres., home (305) 951-1495 
cell (305) 951-1495 augie684@yahoo.com, Miami, FL, 33283-
2618, www.SCImiami.com
West Palm Beach Chapter - Ivan Usztics, Pres., work (561) 362-2260 
home (954) 295-8880 cell (954) 295-8880 ivan.usztics@mygen-
wealth.com, Lake Worth, FL, 33467-1152, www.sciwestpalm-
beach.org

FLORIDA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Miami Chapter - Mark Del Toro, Sables Rep., work (305) 324-1218 
cell (786) 402-8978 mark@mdeltorosigns.com, 1665 NW South 
River Dr, Miami, FL, 33125-2703, www.SCImiami.com

GEORGIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Greater Atlanta Chapter - Phil Skinner, Pres., work (404) 843-3888 
home (404) 259-0261 cell (404) 843-3888 philip.skinner@agg.com, 
Atlanta, GA, 30363-1031, www.atlantasci.com

HAWAII CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Hawaii Chapter - Richard M. May, Jr, Pres., work (808) 375-2439 

home (808) 674-1287 rmayhi02@hotmail.com, PO Box 17747, 
Honolulu, HI, 96817-0747, www.safariclubhawaii.org

HAWAII SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Hawaii Chapter - Nancy Timko, Sables Rep., work (808) 349-9468 
home (808) 349-9468 cell (808) 349-9468 ntbussvc@gmail.com, 
99-765 Meaala St, Aiea, HI, 96701-3587, www.safariclubhawaii.org

IDAHO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Treasure Valley Chapter - Andrew Kimmel, Pres., home (208) 899-
1612 cell (208) 899-1612 andrewjkimmel@gmail.com, 2663 NW 
4th Ave, Fruitland, ID, 83619-3556, www.scitreasurevalley.org

ILLINOIS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Illinois Chicago Chapter – Mr. Brett Hensley, Pres., home (224) 636-6166 
cell (224) 636-6166 b20hensley@gmail.com, 28831 N Spyglass 
Cir, Mundelein, IL, 60060-5324, www.sci-illinois.com

INDIANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Indiana Chapter - Robert L. Harms, Pres., home (901) 517-1444 cell 
(901) 517-1444 robharms75@gmail.com, Noblesville, IN, 46060
Northeast Indiana Chapter - Kent York, Pres., work (260) 637-5528 
home (260) 357-5543 cell (260) 226-0136 kentyork2021@gmail.
com, Auburn, IN, 46706-1600, www.scinei.com

INDIANA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Northeast Indiana Chapter - Nate Golm, Sables Rep., work (260) 
705-8400 ngolm@leadersstaffing.com, 4912 Lima Rd, Fort Wayne, 
IN, 46808-1208, www.scinei.com

IOWA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Iowa Chapter - Ken Carlson, Pres., home (515) 201-4446 kenc.io-
wasci@gmail.com, 420 NE 55th St, Ankeny, IA, 50021-6910, www.
iowasci.com

KENTUCKY CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Kentuckiana Chapter - Lowell Stevens, III, Pres., home (502) 314-
2906 cell (502) 314-2906 lowell.kysci@gmail.com, Louisville, KY, 
40245-4130, www.kentuckianasci.org

LOUISIANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Louisiana Acadiana Chapter - Richard R. Kennedy, III, Pres., home 
(337) 344-3898 cell (337) 344-3898 rrkennedy3@gmail.com, 
Broussard, LA, 70518-8033, www.laacadianasci.org
Louisiana Chapter - Jay Hunt, Pres., home (985) 768-8469 cell 
(985) 768-8469 jdhunt3@yahoo.com, 3912 Delery Dr, Marrero, LA, 
70072-6218, www.scilouisiana.com
Maine Chapter Presidents
Maine Chapter - Donald J. Doyon, Pres., home (207) 282-4600 cell 
(207) 649-1665 djdoyon@gmail.com, Troy, ME, 04987-3004, www.
scime.org

MAINE SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Maine Chapter - Shirley Ann Fielder, Sables Rep., home (207) 743-
2030 cell (207) 655-5524 shirley.fielder@yahoo.com, 1147 Crock-
ett Ridge Rd, Norway, ME, 04268-4231, www.scime.org
Massachusetts Chapter Presidents

New England Chapter - Mike Fresco, Pres., home (781) 526-1463 
cell (781) 526-1463 mfresco.scinef@gmail.com, 12 Lawton Rd, 
Shirley, MA, 01464-2818, www.scinef.org

MICHIGAN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Lansing Area Chapter - Ed H. Edwards, Pres., work (616) 279-2035 
home (616) 781-7329 cell (269) 655-6359 ed270e@gmail.com, 
Grand Ledge, MI, 48837-0072, www.scilansing.com
Flint Regional Chapter - Michael Dickerson, Pres., home (810) 691-
8850 cell (810) 691-8850 mike@dmservpro.com, Davison, MI, 
48423-0639, www.sciflint.org
Detroit Chapter - Charles J. Arnold, Pres., home (586) 214-4072 
cell (586) 214-4072 carn2@prodigy.net, Oxford, MI, 48370-2003, 
www.scidetroit.org
SE Michigan Bowhunters Chapter - Robert N. Delaurier, Pres., work 
(248) 307-1100 home (248) 345-2622 cell (248) 345-2622 robd@
melprinting.com, 4810 Fleming Rd, Fowlerville, MI, 48836-9555, 
www.scibowhunters.com
Novi Chapter - Megan Somers, Pres., home (810) 444-6664 cell 
(810) 444-6664 meganRsomers@gmail.com, Ortonville, MI, 
48462-8455, www.scinovi.com
Great Lakes Chapter - Triston Cole, Pres., home (231) 584-2277 cell 
(231) 631-6659 tristoncole@gmail.com, Mancelona, MI, 49659-8644
West Michigan Bowhunters Chapter - Kyle K. Edward VandenBosch, 
Pres., home (616) 283-3750 kyle@prototecinc.com, 2030 Wind-
ing Oak Dr, Dorr, MI, 49323-9341, www.facebook.com/pages/
West-Michigan-Bowhunters
Michigan Chapter - Michael L. Kwast, Pres., work (616) 447-9888 
home (616) 784-5448 cell (616) 822-4127 drmike@ichiroclinics.
com, PO Box 1807, Grand Rapids, MI, 49501-1807, www.sci-
michigan.org
Mid Michigan Chapter - Brandon Jurries, Pres., home (231) 580-
3867 cell (231) 580-3867 bjurries44@gmail.com, PO Box 486, 
Mount Pleasant, MI, 48804-0486, www.midmichigansci.org
Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter - Kelvin L. Deters, Pres., work (231) 
865-2049 home (616) 481-6953 kelvindetersscilakeshore@gmail.
com, Spring Lake, MI, 49456-9683, www.facebook.com/pages/
SCI-Lakeshore-Chapter

MICHIGAN SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter - Susan A. Hughes, Sables Rep., 
home (231) 740-1694 cell (231) 740-1694 susiehughes@comcast.
net, 2425 Safari Ln, Muskegon, MI, 49442-6401, www.facebook.
com/pages/SCI-Lakeshore-Chapter
Michigan Chapter - Joshua W. Christensen, Sables Rep., home 
(989) 426-6509 cell 989-329-4911 jchappyfish@gmail.com, 3161 
Hilts Rd, Gladwin, MI, 48624-9222, www.scimichigan.org

MINNESOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Minnesota Chapter - Anthony Roettger, Pres., home (651) 214-8300 
cell (651) 214-8300 razr1500@gmail.com, PO Box 1303, Burns-
ville, MN, 55337-0303, www.minnesotasci.com

MISSISSIPPI CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter - Nathan Powell, Pres., home (228) 
297-0483 wpowell2660@gmail.com, 11624 Quail Run, Saucier, 
MS, 39574-4205

MISSOURI CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Ozarks Chapter - Dennis D. Kirk, Pres., home (703) 536-2286 dean.
kirk@kutakrock.com, 300 S John Q Hammons Pkwy Ste 500, 
Springfield, MO, 65806-2584
Central Missouri Chapter - Walter Coleman, Pres., work (573) 220-
1758 home (573) 386-2810 cell (573) 220-1758 wctrucking65@ya-
hoo.com, PO Box 6362, Fulton, MO, 65251-8362, www.cmcsci.com
Gateway Area Chapter - Tom F. Williams, Pres., home (314)556-9079 
cell (314) 556-9079 twilliamsgatewaysci@gmail.com, 1315 Kens-
ington Way Dr, Ballwin, MO, 63011-2190, www.gatewaysci.org
Kansas City Chapter - Charlie Austin, Pres., home (913) 515-0836 
cell (913) 515-0836 charlie_elbert@yahoo.com, 9009 NE 80th St, 
Kansas City, MO, 64158-7605, kcsci.com 

MONTANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Great Falls Chapter - Brad Lencioni, Pres., home (406) 736-5678 cell 
(406) 899-7778 tricityinc@aol.com, Great Falls, MT, 59405-4402, 
www.safariclubgreatfalls.org
Montana Chapter - Bruce Rush, Pres., home (406) 860-8457 cell 
(406) 860-8457 bruce@blgskubota.com, PO Box 1754, Billings, 
MT, 59103-1754, www.montanasafariclub.com
Southwest Montana Chapter - William Finch, Pres., home (406) 794-
2828 billluvstohunt@gmail.com, 104 W Madison Ave, Belgrade, 
MT, 59714-3903, www.scimontana.com
Western Montana Chapter - Jon T. Lee, Pres., home (406) 396-1800 
cell (406) 396-1800 jon@leecomt.com, PO Box 1080, Lolo, MT, 
59847-1080, http://www.wmtsci.org

NEBRASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Platte River Chapter - Shane Westcott, Pres., home (308) 995-3131 
cell (308) 991-3402 platteriverchaptersci@gmail.com, PO Box 530, 
Holdrege, NE, 68949-0530, platteriversci.com

NEVADA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Las Vegas Chapter - Ryan Dennett, Pres., work (702) 839-1100 
home (702) 233-0167 cell (702) 275-4555 rdennett@dennettwin-
spear.com, Las Vegas, NV, 89143-5412, scilasvegas.com
Northern Nevada Chapter - Brandon Weise, Pres., home (775) 721-
4700 cell (775) 721-4700 bweise@nnsci.com, 4790 Caughlin Pkwy 
PMB 227, Reno, NV, 89519-0907, www.nnsci.com

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Garden State Chapter - Robert Newland, Pres., home (908) 256-
3886 cell (908) 256-3886 huntnewland@gmail.com, Glen Gardner, 
NJ, 08826-3251

NEW MEXICO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Southern New Mexico Chapter - Clint Hopper, Pres., home (575) 626-
4803 clinthopper14@gmail.com, Roswell, NM, 88202-1922, www.
snmsafariclub.org
Northern New Mexico Chapter - Joshua Lucero, Pres., home 
+15756070061 jlucero831@gmail.com, PO Box 238, Fort Sumner, 
NM, 88119-0238

NEW YORK CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
New York Metro Chapter - Robert J. Vitro, Pres., work (845) 733-
1313 home (845) 386-8244 cell 845-857-6262 info@truelifetaxi-
dermy.com, Middletown, NY, 10940-7537
Western and Central New York Chapter - Marvin Winter, Pres., home 
(716) 337-3739 cell (716) 984-2773 mwint02@gmail.com, Lock-
port, NY, 14094-9728
Adirondack Catskill Chapter - Larry Steiner, Pres., work (607) 988-
6334 home (607) 287-1247 cell (607) 287-1247 lsteinersci@gmail.
com, Otego, NY, 13825-0466, www.adirondackcatskillsci.com

NEW YORK SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Adirondack-Catskill Chapter - Robin S. Jerauld, Sables Rep., home 
(607) 988-6875 cell (607) 643-1978 rjerauld@toast.net, 349 Lower 
Green St, Otego, NY, 13825-2225, www.adirondackcatskillsci.com

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Charlotte Chapter - Brett W. Eavenson, Pres., home (704) 651-0262 
bretteavenson@msn.com, Huntersville, NC, 28078-6015, www.
scicharlotte.org
Raleigh Durham Chapter - Nick Rudicle, Pres., cell (317) 809-9789 
nick@rudicleco.com, 2020 Vintners Ct, NC, 27610-8250

NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Teddy Roosevelt Chapter - Brian L. Dinger, Pres., home (701) 351-9913 
cell (701) 351-9913 bldinger@gondtc.com, Bismarck, ND, 58504,

Red River Valley Chapter - Roger Van Raden, Pres., work (218) 233-
2731 home (701) 298-0675 cell (701) 361-8575 honestrogvr@
gmail.com, 72 35th Ave N, Fargo, ND, 58102-1120

OHIO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
East Ohio NW Penn Chapter - Michael E. Hallam, Pres., home (724) 
573-0759 cell (412) 855-1901 mike.hallam@aol.com, PO Box 512, 
Columbiana, OH, 44408-0512, www.scieonwpa.org
Southwest Ohio Chapter - Greg Terrell, Pres., home (937) 430-5377 
cell (937) 430-5377
greg@sciswo.org, PO Box 8245, West Chester, OH, 45069-8245, www.
southwestohiosci.org
Northwest Ohio Chapter - Gary Clymer, Pres., home (419) 659-2575 
clymerbk@woh.rr.com, 5734 Road 151, Paulding, OH, 45879-
9714, www.nwosci.com
Ohio Chapter - Scott A. Bagi, Pres., work (440) 452-2150 home 
(440) 239-8955 cell (440) 452-2150 Sab2150@icloud.com, Cleve-
land, OH, 44113-1228, www.ohiosafarichapter.com
Central Ohio Chapter - Mark T. Wehinger, Pres., work (614) 876-9988 
home (614) 764-3721 cell (614) 419-9988 mwehinger@landscape-
pros.com, Dublin, OH, 43017-0175, www.centralohiosci.org

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Oklahoma Station Chapter - Larry W. Gerads, Pres., work (405) 789-
9000 cell (405) 520-5554 networklarry@networklarry.com, Oklaho-
ma City, OK, 73113-0177, www.oklahomastationsci.org

OREGON CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Portland Oregon Chapter - Gino Harrison, Pres., home (503) 554-
1652 cell (503) 931-1133 porschegino@comcast.net, Hillsboro, 
OR, 97123-9371, www.sciportland.org

PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Pittsburgh Chapter - Brian Pitell, Pres., home (724) 713-6135 cell 
(724) 713-6135 bpitell@thefinancialoutfitter.com, Pittsburgh, PA, 
15241-2846, www.safariclubpittsburgh.org
Three State Chapter - Brandan G. Baker, Pres., home (724) 344-7025 
cell (724) 344-7025 aabaker17@yahoo.com, 46 Grasshopper Ln, 
Charleroi, PA, 15022-2600, www.facebook.com/scithreestatechapter
Allegheny Mountains Chapter - Josh Bookhamer, Pres., home (814) 
312-2137 cell (814) 312-2137 jdbookhamer@hotmail.com, 532 Wal-
nut St, Roaring Spring, PA, 16673-1510, www.alleghenymtnssci.com
Blue Mountain Chapter - Matt Smith, Pres., home (717) 574-5698 
cell (717) 574-5698 mattsmith@dasprint.com, Lewisberry, PA, 
17339-9562, www.bmcsci.com
Lehigh Valley Chapter - Daniel L. Soliday, Pres., work (215) 453-2180 
home (215) 257-8623 cell (215) 896-9615 dan@solidaycpa.com, 
1300 W Rock Rd, Perkasie, PA, 18944-2059, www.lvsci.org
Delaware Valley Chapter - William Freas, Pres., home (610) 633-
5083 bestbuilt12@live.com, Springfield, PA, 19064-1401, www.
delvalsci.com

SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Low Country Chapter - David L. DeVane, Pres., home (843) 696-
7162 cell (843) 696-7162 david@attorneyscharleston.com, 5 Brig-
adier Dr, Charleston, SC, 29407-3447, www.scilowcountry.org
Coastal Empire Chapter - Thomas Potere, Pres., work (973) 448-
2013 home 9737131107 cell (973) 713-1107 tpotere65@gmail.
com, Bluffton, SC, 29910

SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Greater Dacotah Chapter - Gary English, Pres., cell (605) 391-9515 
kodiakbearhunter@yahoo.com, PO Box 9455, Rapid City, SD, 
57709-9455, www.greaterdacotahchapter-sci.org

TENNESSEE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Music City Chapter - Troy Nicolson, Pres., cell (907) 351-1842 Troyn-
kat@hotmail.com, Nashville, TN, 37205-2348, www.musiccitysci.org
Mid South Chapter - Brent Marcum, Pres., home (901) 490-8299 
brentmarcum@yahoo.com, Arlington, TN, 38002, midsouthsci.org

TEXAS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Brazos Valley Chapter - Darian Shelton, Pres., home (832) 451-2723 
cell (832) 451-2723 president.scibv@gmail.com, College Station, 
TX, 77845, www.facebook.com/SCIBV/
Fort Worth Chapter - Jeff Kennedy, Pres., home (817) 271-9858 jef-
fkennedy@fortworthsafariclub.org, Keller, TX, 76248-5407, www.
fortworthsafariclub.org
Houston Chapter - Kirk Dorsey, Pres., home (281) 224-9013 cell 
(281) 224-9013 kirk.dorsey@yahoo.com, 14626 Paloma Glen Ln, 
Humble, TX, 77396-3158, www.scihouston.org
West Texas Chapter - Leonard (Lenny) Wood, Pres., home (432) 288-
5202 cell (432) 288-5202 lennywood76@gmail.com, PO Box 7816, 
Odessa, TX, 79760-7816
Austin Chapter - Jerel Wottrich, Pres., work (512) 448-1012 cell 
(512) 413-8038 dr.jkw@hotmail.com, Driftwood, TX, 78619-4531, 
www.sciaustin.org
Texas Brush Country Chapter - Lloyd H. Cage, Pres., home (361) 877-
3086 cell (361) 877-3086 lcage1949@gmail.com, Corpus Christi, 
TX, 78460-0163, www.txbcsci.com
Texas Hill Country Chapter - Vanessa Carpenter, Pres., work (830) 
367-3318 home (682) 224-9193 vcarpenter2023@gmail.com, Ker-
rville, TX, 78029-1191, www.texashillcountrysci.org
Lubbock Texas Chapter - Roger A. Key, Pres., home (806) 789-6969 
cell (806) 789-6969 rkey@keyandterrell.com, PO Box 64968, Lub-
bock, TX, 79464-4968, lubbocksportsman.com/
San Angelo Chapter - Alan McClain, Pres., work (325) 656-3512 cell 
(325) 656-3512 amcclain@safariclub.org, 8137 US Highway 87 N, 
San Angelo, TX, 76901-7409, scisanangelo.com
Alamo City Chapter - Dawna K. Larson, Pres., home (210) 393-0045 
dawna.alamocitysci@gmail.com, San Antonio, TX, 78213-1360, 
sciofsanantonio.com

TEXAS SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Alamo City Chapter - Marisa Snyder, Sables Rep., home (979) 230-
8448 tmkesnyder@gmail.com, 10539 Dedeke Dr, New Braunfels, 
TX, 78132-4520, sciofsanantonio.com

UTAH CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Utah Chapter - Dee Heugly, Pres., home (801) 638-8315 dee.heugly@
yahoo.com, Kaysville, UT, 84037-1371, www.safariclubutah.org

VIRGINIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Mid Atlantic Bowhunters Chapter - Kenneth Sardegna, Pres., home 
(703) 538-4282 cell (703) 927-2119 ken31A@aol.com, 6426 South 
St, Purcellville, VA, 20132-9026, www.mabc-sci.org
National Capital Chapter - Eric Hastings, Pres., home (406) 600-1666 
cell (406) 600-1666 chris-hastings@hotmail.com, 4442 Flintstone 
Rd, Alexandria, VA, 22306-1202, www.nccsci.org

VIRGINIA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
National Capital Chapter - Elizabeth Robinson, Sables Rep., home 
(703) 777-4223 cell (571) 509-8223 elizabeth.robinson@lcps.org, 
14352 Loyalty Rd, Leesburg, VA, 20176-6136, www.nccsci.org

WASHINGTON CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Seattle Puget Sound Chapter - Fred M. Gordon, Pres., home (360) 
653-8251 cell (206) 496-3942 fmgordon56@yahoo.com, Sedro 
Woolley, WA, 98284-9691, www.sciseattlepsc.com
Northwest Chapter - Brett Singer, Pres., home (206) 892-9394 brett.
singer@yahoo.com, North Bend, WA, 98045-8601, www.scinw.com
Columbia Basin Chapter - Larry Goodwin, Pres., work (509) 545-
9003 home (509) 546-1536 cell (509) 546-1536 goodwin92506@
gmail.com, 92506 N Harrington Rd, West Richland, WA, 99353-
8711, sci-cbc.com
Inland Empire Chapter - Jeff Siems, Pres., work (509) 326-3427 
home (509) 276-1701 cell (509) 999-4351 ieveterinary@gmail.com, 
Spokane Valley, WA, 99214-2000, www.inlandempiresci.org

Central Washington Chapter - Randy Bauman, Pres., work (509) 961-
3440 cell (509) 961-3440 rsbauman454@gmail.com, Wapato, WA, 
98951-0159, www.scicwc.com

WASHINGTON SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Central Washington Chapter - Shelly K. Monson, Sables Rep., home 
(509) 697-9009 cell (509) 941-9000 shellym@monsonfruit.com, 
650 Tibbling Rd, Selah, WA, 98942-9255, www.scicwc.com

WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Coal Country Chapter - Chad Michael Tiller, Pres., home (304) 429-
2269 cell (304) 633-3906 ctiller4@hotmail.com, 10030 Route 152, 
Wayne, WV, 25570-5857

WISCONSIN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Wisconsin Chapter - Dean LePoidevin, Pres., work (262) 754-9550 
home (414) 507-5494 cell (414) 504-5494 dean@lepoidevin-
marketing.com, S 50 W 30834 Old Village Rd, Mukwonago, WI, 
53149, www.sciwi.org
NE Wisconsin Chapter - Kathryn Thede, Pres., home (920) 450-0765 
cell (920) 450-0765 kathryn.thede.sci@gmail.com, 1833 Imperial 
Rd, Shiocton, WI, 54170, www.newisci.org
SE Wisconsin Bowhunters Chapter - Robert N. Delaurier, Pres., work 
(248) 307-1100 home (248) 345-2622 cell (248) 345-2622 robd@
melprinting.com, East Troy, WI, 53120-2032
Badgerland Chapter - Randal R. Mayes, Pres., work (715) 344-4868 
home (715) 824-6298 cell (715) 340-0804 mayestaxidermy@may-
estaxidermy.com, Stevens Point, WI, 54482-9730, www.scibad-
gerland.com
Lake Superior Chapter - Scott Olson, Pres., home (796) 286-1935 
cell (763) 286-1935 pullbanger@aol.com, Danbury, WI, 54830-
0187, www.sci-lakesuperior.org

WISCONSIN SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
NE Wisconsin Chapter - Samantha Lacourt, Sables Rep., home (920) 
655-2084 cell (920) 655-2084 slacourt@outlook.com, 3372 Froe-
lich Rd, Abrams, WI, 54101-9775, www.newisci.org

WYOMING CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Jackson Hole Chapter - Glen Vehar, Pres., work (307) 733-7169 
home (307) 733-1723 glenvehar@yahoo.com, Jackson, WY, 
83001-3453
Central Wyoming Chapter - Michael R. Keim, Pres., work (307) 234-
6358 home (307) 265-1056 cell (307) 259-4999 mogul_mike@msn.
com, PO Box 2376, Casper, WY, 82602-2376, www.sciwyoming.org

AFRICA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Zambian Chapter - Laura Du Plooy, Pres., work 260-97-7748-15 
lauraduplooy1@gmail.com, PO Box 390003, Lumumba Rd, Lusa-
ka, L 10101, Zambia

ASIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Pakistan Chapter - Muhammad Ali Shah, Pres., work 92515567178 
home 923218542224 cell +923218542224 zoonsafari@gmail.
com, Islamabad, 44000, Pakistan
Middle East Chapter - Abdulla Bin Faisal Al Thani, Pres., home 
97455511590 thani@hotmail.com, Zone 55, Street 860 House 
355, PO Box 20005, Doha, Qatar,

EUROPE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
French Chapter - Benjamin Rophé, Pres., home 33617019560 ben-
jamin@armurerie-elysees.com, Paris, F-75008, France
Romania Chapter - Birtalan Istvan, Pres., cell +40 745 329 427 pres-
ident@safariclub.ro, Gheorgheni, R- 535500, Romania
Slovakian Chapter - Zsolt Puha, Pres., home 421918886886 sefre-
daktor@magazinlovuzdar.sk, Kralovicove Kracany, Slovakia, www.
safariclub.sk
Austrian Chapter - Eva Maria Schrittwieser, Pres., home 
436803274290 eva@thehuntress.at, Wegetal 3, Hohenberg, 3192, 
Austria, www.instagram.com/sci__austrian__chapter/
Central Hungarian Chapter - Dr Laszlo B. Mosoczi, Pres., mosoczi-
laszlo@hotmail.com, 1027 Budapest, Medve, H-34 40, Hungary, 
www.safariclub.hu
Ukrainian Chapter - Anatolii Kovalenko, Pres., work +38 044 253 
5954 cell +38 095 655 1155 kovalenko.anatolii@gmail.com, 6/8 
Tsytadelina Str, Kiev, 01015, Ukraine
Italian Chapter - Tiziano Terzi, Pres., work 39 015 351723 cell 
39 3397412221 presidenza@safariclub.it, Via Gramsci 9, Biella, 
13900, Italy, www.safariclub.it
Lusitania (Portugal) Chapter - Dr Jose Manuel M Silva E Cos-
ta, Pres., work 00351214420055 home 00351214420055 cell 
00351916172696 sci.lusitania@gmail.com, Rua Mestre Lima De 
Freitas 1, Edificio Cap, Lisboa, 1549-021, Portugal, www.insta-
gram.com/safariclubportugal/
Helvetia Chapter - Alexandre Col, Pres., home +41 79 478 77 59 
a.col@bluewin.ch, C/O T&R Oberland AG, Kirchstrasse 7, Gstaad, 
3780, Switzerland,
Iberian Chapter - Jose Maria M. Losa, Pres., work +34934150736 
home +34932116974 cell +35650474944 jmlosa@losayasocia-
dos.com, Travesera De Gracia 18-20 - 4o 3a, Barcelona, 08021, 
Spain, www.sciiberianchapter.com/
United Kingdom Chapter - Mr Charlie Jacoby, Pres., home 
01823672210 cell +447850195353 charlie@fieldsportschannel.tv, 
The Old Coach House, Forty Green, Wellisford, TA21 0SB, United 
Kingdom, www.scilondon.com
Royal Nordic Chapter - Patrik Gunnarsson, Pres., home +46 70 993 
18 31 patrik.herlitz.gunnarsson@gmail.com, DEGERNAS 142, 
UMEA, AC 905 80, Sweden, www.safariclub.se
Kingdom of Denmark Chapter - Henning Olsen, Pres., home 
4521636621 cell +45 21636621 henning.olsen@scidenmark.com, 
Faaborg, DK-5600, Denmark, www.scidenmark.com
Benelux Chapter - Janneke Dams, Pres., work 014500602 home 
+32495101090 jandams@supermarkten.be, Knokke-Heist, 8300, 
Belgium, www.sci-beelux.com
Germany Chapter - Maximilian Völker, Pres., home 01722338104 
voelkermaximilian93@gmail.com, Hannover, Germany

SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Iberian Chapter - Lucia Rubio Martos, Sables Rep., home 
+34616001829 luciarubiomartos@gmail.com, C7 Volturno 9, 3o B 
, Pozuelo De Alarcon , E-28223, Spain, www.sciiberianchapter.com

SOUTH PACIFIC CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Down Under Chapter - Ray Hammond, Pres., work 61-26/7791434 
home 61-26/7791009 cell 61-0427401786 rayhhunting@gmail.
com, PO Box 140, Guyra, 2365, Australia, www.scidownunder.org
New Zealand Chapter - Marcus Pinney, Pres., work (011) 021-328-
197 cell # 021-328-197 pinney@xtra.co.nz, PO Box 11320, Sock-
burn, Christchurch, 8004, New Zealand, www.scinz.com

SOUTH AMERICA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Argentina Chapter - Alfredo M. Diaz Heer, Pres., work 54-11/4375-
0273 home 54-11/4325-0689 cell 54 9 11-6689-2608 estudio@
dhbabogados.com, Defensa 251 - PB 1, Ciudad De Buenos Aires, 
1065, Argentina, www.sciarg.org.ar
Central Chile Chapter - Juan Antonio Galmez, Pres., work (562) 328-
9009 home 56-2/2242-7910 jagalmez@asesoriasgp.com, Santa 
Maria 5888, 7660268 Vitacura, Santiago, Chile
NORTH AMERICA - CANADA AND MEXICO

ALBERTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Central Alberta Chapter - W. Frank Turner, Pres., home (403) 703-
9110 cell (403) 703-9110 wfrankturner@gmail.com, 265029 Bear-
paw Rd, Rockey View Country, AB, T4R 1L9, Canada
Calgary Alberta Chapter - Logan Girletz, Pres., home (403) 808-2919 
girletz@outlook.com, PO Box 1473, Didsbury, AB, T0M 0W0, Can-
ada, www.sci-calgary.org
Drayton Valley Chapter - Brian Smith, Pres., home (780) 898-6475 
cell (780) 898-6475 smitty60@telus.net, PO Box 6534, Drayton 
Valley, AB, T7A 1R9, Canada, www.scidraytonvalley.com
Badlands Chapter - Derek J. Barnes, Pres., home (403) 379-2199 
cell (403) 664-7081 barnes4@netago.ca, PO Box 6, Bindloss, AB, 
T0J 0H0, Canada, scibadlands.ca
Northern Alberta Chapter - Tim McKinnon, Pres., work (780) 455-
3166 home (780) 907-0406 cell (780) 907-0406 tim.mckinnon@
bunzlcanada.ca, 9808-103 A AVE, PO Box 1254, Edmonton, AB, 
T5J 2M8, Canada, www.sci-northern.ab.ca

ALBERTA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Northern Alberta Chapter - Jill Frederick, Sables Rep., home (780) 
490-5777 cell (780) 777-5777 jill.frederick@telus.com, 4803 109A 
Ave NW, Edmonton, AB, T6A 1S5, Canada, www.sci-northern.ab.ca
Badlands Chapter - Tracey Jenkins, Sables Rep., work (403) 548-
3232 home (403) 502-4034 cell (403) 437-0313 traceyelizabethj@
gmail.com, 492 Hilton Cres NE, Medicine Hat, AB, T1C 1E5, Can-
ada, scibadlands.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
West Coast BC Chapter - Matt Siemens, Pres., home (604) 745-1107 
cell (403) 463-8966 mattsiemens365@gmail.com, Chilliwack, BC, 
V4Z0C1, Canada, sciwestcoast.org

MANITOBA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Manitoba Chapter - Johnny Fidler, Pres., home (204) 229-2368 cell 
(204) 229-2368 john@fidler.mb.ca, 149 Eveline St, Selkirk, MB, RIA 
1K9, Canada, www.manitobasci.ca

NOVA SCOTIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Nova Scotia Chapter - Sali Cunningham, Pres., work (902) 802-4780 
cell (902) 802-4780 sali.cunningham.sc@gmail.com, 10 Rattling 
Ave, Lake Loon, NS, B2W 3P7, Canada, www.scinovascotia.com

ONTARIO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Ottawa Valley Chapter - Amy Stevens, Pres., home (613) 229-3830 
cell (613) 229-3830 amystevenssci@gmail.com, 132 Jerome St, 
RR # 2, Lanark, ON, K0G 1K0, Canada, sciottawavalleychapter.com
Southwestern Ontario Chapter - John-Mark Jurak, Pres., home (519) 
796-9133 cell (519) 796-9133 jjurak@maden.ca, 2064 Manning 
Rd, Tecumseh, ON, N8N 2L9, Canada, www.sciswon.com
Timmins James Bay Chapter - Phil Archambault, Pres., home (705) 
274-7878 phil.archambault@fountaintire.com, 1535 Dalton Rd, 
Timmins, ON, P4N 7C2, Canada, scitimminsjamesbay.org
Algonquin Chapter - Roxane St. Michael, Pres., work (613) 401-1622 
home (613) 401-1622 cell (613) 401-1622 roxanest.michael@hot-
mail.com, 40798 HWY 41, Petawawa, ON, K8A 6W5, Canada, 
www.sci-algonquin.com
Ontario Chapter - Sheldon K. James, Pres., work (905) 626-3687 
home (905) 841-9133 office@fotscanada.ca, 2345 17 Side Road, 
Kings City, ON, L7B 1A3, Canada, www.sciontario.ca

ONTARIO SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Southwestern Ontario Chapter - Melissa Dupuis, Sables Rep., work 
(519) 819-9887 cell (519) 819-9887 melissa@worksmartsafety.
com, 7585 County Road 18, Harrow, ON, N0R 1G0, Canada, 
www.sciswon.com
Ottawa Valley Chapter - Amy Stevens, Sables Rep., home (613) 229-
3830 cell (613) 229-3830 amystevenssci@gmail.com, 145 Heron 
Lane, Carleton Place, ON, K7C 4L3, Canada, sciottawavalleychap-
ter.com

QUEBEC CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Outaouais Chapter - Joe Sage, Pres., home (613) 859-6290 cell 
(613) 859-6290 josephg.sage@gmail.com, 130 Rueckwald Rd, 
Ladysmith, QC, J0X 2A0, Canada, www.SCI-Outaouais.org

SASKATCHEWAN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Saskatchewan Rivers Chapter - Ken Weber, Pres., work (306) 937-
7293 cell (306) 441-1916 dweber@sasktel.net, PO Box 909, Battl-
eford, SK, S0M 0E0, Canada, www.saskriverssci.com

SONORA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Sonora Chapter - Pablo Felix, Pres., no@noemail.com, Primera 
Privada Perimetral 30B, Colonia Modelo, C.P., Hermosillo, SON, 
83190, Mexico

FLORIDA
South Florida Chapter - Oakland Park, FL, Hugh’s Catering, February 
28, 2026

IDAHO
Treasure Valley Chapter - Boise, ID, Riverside Hotel, February 21, 
2026, Andrew Kimmel, (208) 899-1612 or visit our website at 
scitreasurevalley.org

KANSAS
Kansas City Chapter - Overland Park, KS, Fiorella’s Event Space, 
January 31, 2026, Brian E Bode, (913) 972-8967, bbode72@
gmail.com

KENTUCKY
Kentuckiana Chapter - Louisville, KY, Audubon Country Club, Febru-

ary 28, 2026, Marty Stamper, mstamp6969@gmail.com

MISSOURI
Kansas City Chapter - Overland Park, MO, Fiorella’s Event Space, Jan-
uary 31, 2026, Brian E Bode, (913) 972-8967, bbode72@gmail.com

MONTANA
Southwest Montana Chapter - Bozeman, MT, The Commons, Febru-
ary 28, 2026, Evete Copeland, (512) 773-8898, sevetecopeland@
gmail.com

NEW MEXICO
Southern New Mexico Chapter - Ruidoso, NM, Ruidoso Convention 
Center, February 27-28, 2026, J. Kim Talbott, (575) 636-1714, ktal-
bott@plateautel.net

TEXAS
West Texas Chapter - Midland, TX, Midland County Horseshoe, Jan-
uary 17, 2026

WISCONSIN
Badgerland Chapter - Wisconsin Dells, WI, Chula Vista Resort, 
Trademark Collection by Wyndham, February 13-14, 2026, Joe 
Koback, (608) 566-9534, kobyranch@frontier.com

To get your chapter’s fundraiser listed here, contact Chapter 
Services at (888) 486-8724 or email jstmichael@safariclub.
org and you will be emailed a form to complete and return. 
Fundraisers are included when they are within four months. 

Keely M. Hopkins, a sea-
soned government rela-

tions professional and licensed 
attorney with over a decade of 
experience in wildlife manage-
ment, conservation and fire-
arm policy, is Safari Club Inter-
national’s new State and Local 
Liaison.

Hopkins brings a wealth of ex-
pertise gained from leadership 
roles at the National Rifle Asso-
ciation–Institute for Legislative 
Action and the Congressio-
nal Sportsmen’s Foundation, 
where she directed legislative, 
regulatory and political strate-
gies across multiple states. 

Her work has spanned wild-
life conservation policy, inter-
national law, firearm legislation 
and grassroots advocacy, mak-
ing her a powerful advocate for 
hunters’ rights and sustainable 

use wildlife management.
During her career, Hopkins:
• Directed legislative activities 

in five states for NRA-ILA, man-
aging Political Action Com-
mittee strategies, candidate 
endorsements and grassroots 
engagement campaigns.

• Led the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation’s 
Western States Program Team 
and served as the organiza-
tion’s lead on firearm policy.

• Chaired the National Horse 
and Burro Rangeland Manage-
ment Coalition, representing 
more than 8 million members 
on federal land use issues.

• Partnered with conserva-
tion organizations, state agen-
cies and legislators to advance 
science-based wildlife manage-
ment and hunting policy initia-
tives.

A graduate of Willamette 
University College of Law with 
a Juris Doctorate in Govern-
ment and International Law, 
Hopkins has studied abroad 
in Spain, Tanzania and China, 
gaining unique insights into 
global conservation and legal 
frameworks. 

She has testified before leg-
islatures, built bipartisan coa-
litions and collaborated with 
federal agencies on landmark 
initiatives.

An avid hunter herself, Hop-
kins has pursued game spe-
cies across North America and 
recently completed her first 
South African hunt this year.

SCI looks forward to Hop-
kins’ leadership in shaping crit-
ical conservation and advocacy 
efforts on behalf of hunters 
worldwide.

Hopkins Is New SCI State And Local Liaison

Keely M. Hopkins, SCI’s new State and Local Liaison, is an 
experienced government relations professional and an avid 
hunter. 

SCI has approved six new Chapters in New York, 
North Carolina, Northern New Mexico, Northern 

Alaska, France and Germany.
“Every new chapter brings fresh energy, leadership 

and purpose to SCI’s global mission,” said SCI Pres-
ident Jeff Meyerl. “With these additions, our voices 
and community grow stronger and they extend our 
impact. We are excited to welcome these Chapters 

into the SCI family and look forward to the extraor-
dinary work they will do in their regions.” 

SCI chapters are the heart of the organization’s 
grassroots strength. They connect hunters locally 
while amplifying SCI’s advocacy and conservation ef-
forts nationally and internationally. From engaging 
in policy discussions and conservation projects to 
mentoring the next generation of hunters, Chapters 

are essential to SCI’s success.
“Our growth underscores SCI’s leadership in standing 

First for Hunters,” said SCI CEO W. Laird Hamberlin. 
“These new Chapters represent hunters who refuse to 
sit on the sidelines. They are stepping up to protect 
wildlife through sustainable use, safeguard access and 
opportunity, and ensure that future generations enjoy 
the same freedoms we cherish today.”

With the addition of these chapters, SCI continues its 
Chapter expansion across the U.S. and globally. Each 
Chapter is committed to driving forward SCI’s mission 
of protecting the freedom to hunt and promoting wild-
life conservation worldwide.

 6 New Chapters
SCI Now Has More than 160 Chapters Worldwide

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS



38 Safari Times  |  OCTOBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025  |  Safari Times 39 

Local Chapters are the strong backbone of Sa-
fari Club International’s grassroots successes. 
They raise money for local initiatives, such as 
education, conservation and veteran’s proj-
ects, and contribute funds to the international 
organization. If you are ready to join, or to 
form an SCI Chapter in your area, check safa-
riclub.org or call (888) 486-8724 and ask for 
Chapter Services.

SCI Chapters    

OFFICIAL JOURNAL

ALABAMA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Wiregrass Chapter - Christopher Ferguson, Pres., home (228) 806-
9197 survival9502@gmail.com, 4429 County Road 36, Hartford, 
AL, 36344-5211
Alabama Chapter - Ralph M. Marcum, Pres., home (205) 602-6787 
cell (205) 602-6787 ralph.marcum@themarcumgroup.com, Bir-
mingham, AL, www.safariclubalabama.org

ALABAMA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Alabama Chapter - Tina Turner, Sables Rep., home (205) 616-5472 
cell (205) 616-5472 tina@freedomseedsafaris.com, 121 Phillips Cir, 
Columbiana, AL, 35051-9503, www.safariclubalabama.org

ALASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Alaska Chapter - Kyle Tripp, Pres., ktripp907@gmail.com, PO Box 
770511, Eagle River, AK, 99577-0511, www.aksafariclub.org
Alaska Kenai Peninsula Chapter - Ted Spraker, Pres., home (907) 
262-9592 cell (907) 398-8895 tedspraker@gmail.com, PO Box 
2988, Soldotna, AK, 99669-2988, www.KenaiSCI.org

ARIZONA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Arizona Chapter - Jonathan Ochoa, Pres., home (520) 245-4493 cell 
(520) 245-4493 jochoaintuc@hotmail.com, 5425 E Broadway Blvd 
Ste 161, Tucson, AZ, 85711-3704, www.azsci.com
Phoenix Chapter - Abraham Pacheco, Pres., home (623) 293-6682 
abephxsci@gmail.com, 29455 N Cave Creek Rd Ste 118, Cave 
Creek, AZ, 85331-2395, Phxchaptersci.com

ARKANSAS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Arkansas Chapter - Lavon R. Winkler, Pres., home (816) 914-2124 
cell (816) 914-2124 lavonrwinkler@gmail.com, Alexander, AR, 
72002-9256, www.sci-ar.com

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Los Angeles Chapter - Gene C. Campbell, Pres., cell (909) 917-2281 
baja.gene@verizon.net, 2380 Corson St, Pasadena, CA, 91107-
3205, www.scila.org
Redding Regional Chapter - Edward Dutra, Pres., home (530) 347-
3764 cell (509) 413-6735 edwarddutra80@gmail.com, PO Box 
493611, Redding, CA, 96049-3611, sciredding.org
Golden Gate Chapter - Steven L. Hunter, Pres., work (925) 423-2219 
home (925) 443-9830 cell (925) 960-5146 StevenHunter@Berke-

ley.edu, San Ramon, CA, 94583-8141, www.sci-gg.com
California Sierra Chapter - Jerry W. Dunlap, Pres., home (559) 781-
7905 cell (559) 920-7981 jerry_dunlap@yahoo.com, Porterville, 
CA, 93258-1233, www.sierrasafariclub.org
Sacramento Chapter - Kenneth L. Akins, Pres., work (916) 451-3396 
home (916) 812-8132 ura_akins@pacbell.net, PO Box 221249, 
Sacramento, CA, 95822-8249, www.sacramentosafariclub.org
Wine Country Chapter - Darius Anderson, Pres., sciwinecountry@
wingandbarrelranch.com, 6600 Noble Rd, Sonoma, CA, 95476-
7834
Central Valley Chapter - Edward Vincent Reynoso, Pres., work (559) 
592-3161 home (559) 679-8463 cell (559) 679-8463 centralval-
leysci@gmail.com, 8230 Avenue 272, Visalia, CA, 93277-9419, 
centralvalleysci.com
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter - Clark Smith, Pres., work (510) 663-
5686 cell (510) 663-5686 cs@wst.cc, 2596 Bay Rd Ste A, Red-
wood City, CA, 94063-3093, www.safariclub-sfbay.org
Orange County Chapter - Jason Nash, Pres., home (949) 610-9830 
bolsaguns@aol.com, PO Box 74353, San Clemente, CA, 92673-
0146, www.scioc.org
San Diego Chapter - Tom Baumann, Pres., home (619) 838-8274 
tom@balihairestaurant.com, PO Box 600155, San Diego, CA, 
92160-0155, www.sandiegosci.org

CALIFORNIA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
San Diego Chapter - Krys Cook, Sables Rep., home (818) 445-3895 
cell (818) 445-3895 theranchjulianca@gmail.com, 540 E Jarvis Ct, 
Meridian, CA, 83642-2680, www.sandiegosci.org
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter - Diane P. Sheardown, Sables Rep., 
work (650) 358-3235 home (650) 222-0194 cell (650) 222-0194 di-
ane.sheardown@gmail.com, 3370 Brittan Ave Apt 12, San Carlos, 
CA, 94070-3419, www.safariclub-sfbay.org
Central Valley Chapter - Linda Danell, Sables Rep., work (559) 582-
1251 linda@danellbros.com, 4728 12th Ave, Hanford, CA, 93230-
9607, centralvalleysci.com

COLORADO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Four Corners Chapter - Jason DeWeese, Pres., home (970) 779-
8603 cell (970) 779-8603 weese338@gmail.com, PO Box 1401, 
Bayfield, CO, 81122-1401, www.fourcornerssci.com
Upper Colorado River Chapter - Jarry Bachmann, Pres., work (303) 
674-2622 cell (303) 883-0714 jarbac@msn.com, Evergreen, CO, 

80439-8859, events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event 
Denver Chapter - Henry Snape, Pres., work (917) 365-2407 cell 
(917) 365-2407 henrysnape@me.com, Denver, CO, 80216, www.
denversci.org
Colorado Chapter - Brett Axton, Pres., home (719) 635-3257 Bret-
ta@scicolorado.org, PO Box 5486, Woodland Park, CO, 80866-
5486, www.scicolorado.org

COLORADO SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Denver Chapter - Mary A. Predovich, Sables Rep., home (303) 550-
6016 cell (303) 550-6016 mapredovich@yahoo.com, PO Box 172, 
Sedalia, CO, 80135-0172, www.denversci.org

CONNECTICUT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Central Connecticut Chapter - Brandon Gleason, Pres., home (203) 
410-7493 brandon.gleason@me.com, North Haven, CT, 06473-
2603, www.centralctsci.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Washington Metro Chapter - Ms PJ Carleton, Pres., work (202) 543-
6850 cell (202) 374-3878 pjcarleton@hotmail.com, Washington, 
DC, 20004-1021, www.dcsafariclub.org

FLORIDA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
North Florida Chapter - Michael Keener, Pres., home (904) 591-
1513 cell (904) 591-1513 mekeener50@gmail.com, Bryceville, FL, 
32009-2513, www.northfloridasafariclub.com
Tampa Bay Chapter - Jimmy Moreland, Pres., work (813) 505-3982 
home (813) 488-1235 cell (813) 505-3982 fiddlin14@verizon.net, 
Riverview, FL, 33579-7136, www.scitampa.org
South Florida Chapter - Keith Almeida, Pres., work (954) 772-9957 
home (954) 928-0981 kalmeida@ai-roofing.com, PO Box 292402, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33329-2402, www.scisfc.com
Naples Fort Myers Chapter - Jorge L. Diaz, Pres., home (239) 776-
7697 cell (786) 385-4032 jorgediazj1@aol.com, Fort Myers, FL, 
33902-1969, www.scinaples.org
Miami Chapter - Agustin J. De La Vega, Pres., home (305) 951-1495 
cell (305) 951-1495 augie684@yahoo.com, Miami, FL, 33283-
2618, www.SCImiami.com
West Palm Beach Chapter - Ivan Usztics, Pres., work (561) 362-2260 
home (954) 295-8880 cell (954) 295-8880 ivan.usztics@mygen-
wealth.com, Lake Worth, FL, 33467-1152, www.sciwestpalm-
beach.org

FLORIDA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Miami Chapter - Mark Del Toro, Sables Rep., work (305) 324-1218 
cell (786) 402-8978 mark@mdeltorosigns.com, 1665 NW South 
River Dr, Miami, FL, 33125-2703, www.SCImiami.com

GEORGIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Greater Atlanta Chapter - Phil Skinner, Pres., work (404) 843-3888 
home (404) 259-0261 cell (404) 843-3888 philip.skinner@agg.com, 
Atlanta, GA, 30363-1031, www.atlantasci.com

HAWAII CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Hawaii Chapter - Richard M. May, Jr, Pres., work (808) 375-2439 

home (808) 674-1287 rmayhi02@hotmail.com, PO Box 17747, 
Honolulu, HI, 96817-0747, www.safariclubhawaii.org

HAWAII SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Hawaii Chapter - Nancy Timko, Sables Rep., work (808) 349-9468 
home (808) 349-9468 cell (808) 349-9468 ntbussvc@gmail.com, 
99-765 Meaala St, Aiea, HI, 96701-3587, www.safariclubhawaii.org

IDAHO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Treasure Valley Chapter - Andrew Kimmel, Pres., home (208) 899-
1612 cell (208) 899-1612 andrewjkimmel@gmail.com, 2663 NW 
4th Ave, Fruitland, ID, 83619-3556, www.scitreasurevalley.org

ILLINOIS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Illinois Chicago Chapter – Mr. Brett Hensley, Pres., home (224) 636-6166 
cell (224) 636-6166 b20hensley@gmail.com, 28831 N Spyglass 
Cir, Mundelein, IL, 60060-5324, www.sci-illinois.com

INDIANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Indiana Chapter - Robert L. Harms, Pres., home (901) 517-1444 cell 
(901) 517-1444 robharms75@gmail.com, Noblesville, IN, 46060
Northeast Indiana Chapter - Kent York, Pres., work (260) 637-5528 
home (260) 357-5543 cell (260) 226-0136 kentyork2021@gmail.
com, Auburn, IN, 46706-1600, www.scinei.com

INDIANA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Northeast Indiana Chapter - Nate Golm, Sables Rep., work (260) 
705-8400 ngolm@leadersstaffing.com, 4912 Lima Rd, Fort Wayne, 
IN, 46808-1208, www.scinei.com

IOWA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Iowa Chapter - Ken Carlson, Pres., home (515) 201-4446 kenc.io-
wasci@gmail.com, 420 NE 55th St, Ankeny, IA, 50021-6910, www.
iowasci.com

KENTUCKY CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Kentuckiana Chapter - Lowell Stevens, III, Pres., home (502) 314-
2906 cell (502) 314-2906 lowell.kysci@gmail.com, Louisville, KY, 
40245-4130, www.kentuckianasci.org

LOUISIANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Louisiana Acadiana Chapter - Richard R. Kennedy, III, Pres., home 
(337) 344-3898 cell (337) 344-3898 rrkennedy3@gmail.com, 
Broussard, LA, 70518-8033, www.laacadianasci.org
Louisiana Chapter - Jay Hunt, Pres., home (985) 768-8469 cell 
(985) 768-8469 jdhunt3@yahoo.com, 3912 Delery Dr, Marrero, LA, 
70072-6218, www.scilouisiana.com
Maine Chapter Presidents
Maine Chapter - Donald J. Doyon, Pres., home (207) 282-4600 cell 
(207) 649-1665 djdoyon@gmail.com, Troy, ME, 04987-3004, www.
scime.org

MAINE SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Maine Chapter - Shirley Ann Fielder, Sables Rep., home (207) 743-
2030 cell (207) 655-5524 shirley.fielder@yahoo.com, 1147 Crock-
ett Ridge Rd, Norway, ME, 04268-4231, www.scime.org
Massachusetts Chapter Presidents

New England Chapter - Mike Fresco, Pres., home (781) 526-1463 
cell (781) 526-1463 mfresco.scinef@gmail.com, 12 Lawton Rd, 
Shirley, MA, 01464-2818, www.scinef.org

MICHIGAN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Lansing Area Chapter - Ed H. Edwards, Pres., work (616) 279-2035 
home (616) 781-7329 cell (269) 655-6359 ed270e@gmail.com, 
Grand Ledge, MI, 48837-0072, www.scilansing.com
Flint Regional Chapter - Michael Dickerson, Pres., home (810) 691-
8850 cell (810) 691-8850 mike@dmservpro.com, Davison, MI, 
48423-0639, www.sciflint.org
Detroit Chapter - Charles J. Arnold, Pres., home (586) 214-4072 
cell (586) 214-4072 carn2@prodigy.net, Oxford, MI, 48370-2003, 
www.scidetroit.org
SE Michigan Bowhunters Chapter - Robert N. Delaurier, Pres., work 
(248) 307-1100 home (248) 345-2622 cell (248) 345-2622 robd@
melprinting.com, 4810 Fleming Rd, Fowlerville, MI, 48836-9555, 
www.scibowhunters.com
Novi Chapter - Megan Somers, Pres., home (810) 444-6664 cell 
(810) 444-6664 meganRsomers@gmail.com, Ortonville, MI, 
48462-8455, www.scinovi.com
Great Lakes Chapter - Triston Cole, Pres., home (231) 584-2277 cell 
(231) 631-6659 tristoncole@gmail.com, Mancelona, MI, 49659-8644
West Michigan Bowhunters Chapter - Kyle K. Edward VandenBosch, 
Pres., home (616) 283-3750 kyle@prototecinc.com, 2030 Wind-
ing Oak Dr, Dorr, MI, 49323-9341, www.facebook.com/pages/
West-Michigan-Bowhunters
Michigan Chapter - Michael L. Kwast, Pres., work (616) 447-9888 
home (616) 784-5448 cell (616) 822-4127 drmike@ichiroclinics.
com, PO Box 1807, Grand Rapids, MI, 49501-1807, www.sci-
michigan.org
Mid Michigan Chapter - Brandon Jurries, Pres., home (231) 580-
3867 cell (231) 580-3867 bjurries44@gmail.com, PO Box 486, 
Mount Pleasant, MI, 48804-0486, www.midmichigansci.org
Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter - Kelvin L. Deters, Pres., work (231) 
865-2049 home (616) 481-6953 kelvindetersscilakeshore@gmail.
com, Spring Lake, MI, 49456-9683, www.facebook.com/pages/
SCI-Lakeshore-Chapter

MICHIGAN SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter - Susan A. Hughes, Sables Rep., 
home (231) 740-1694 cell (231) 740-1694 susiehughes@comcast.
net, 2425 Safari Ln, Muskegon, MI, 49442-6401, www.facebook.
com/pages/SCI-Lakeshore-Chapter
Michigan Chapter - Joshua W. Christensen, Sables Rep., home 
(989) 426-6509 cell 989-329-4911 jchappyfish@gmail.com, 3161 
Hilts Rd, Gladwin, MI, 48624-9222, www.scimichigan.org

MINNESOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Minnesota Chapter - Anthony Roettger, Pres., home (651) 214-8300 
cell (651) 214-8300 razr1500@gmail.com, PO Box 1303, Burns-
ville, MN, 55337-0303, www.minnesotasci.com

MISSISSIPPI CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter - Nathan Powell, Pres., home (228) 
297-0483 wpowell2660@gmail.com, 11624 Quail Run, Saucier, 
MS, 39574-4205

MISSOURI CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Ozarks Chapter - Dennis D. Kirk, Pres., home (703) 536-2286 dean.
kirk@kutakrock.com, 300 S John Q Hammons Pkwy Ste 500, 
Springfield, MO, 65806-2584
Central Missouri Chapter - Walter Coleman, Pres., work (573) 220-
1758 home (573) 386-2810 cell (573) 220-1758 wctrucking65@ya-
hoo.com, PO Box 6362, Fulton, MO, 65251-8362, www.cmcsci.com
Gateway Area Chapter - Tom F. Williams, Pres., home (314)556-9079 
cell (314) 556-9079 twilliamsgatewaysci@gmail.com, 1315 Kens-
ington Way Dr, Ballwin, MO, 63011-2190, www.gatewaysci.org
Kansas City Chapter - Charlie Austin, Pres., home (913) 515-0836 
cell (913) 515-0836 charlie_elbert@yahoo.com, 9009 NE 80th St, 
Kansas City, MO, 64158-7605, kcsci.com 

MONTANA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Great Falls Chapter - Brad Lencioni, Pres., home (406) 736-5678 cell 
(406) 899-7778 tricityinc@aol.com, Great Falls, MT, 59405-4402, 
www.safariclubgreatfalls.org
Montana Chapter - Bruce Rush, Pres., home (406) 860-8457 cell 
(406) 860-8457 bruce@blgskubota.com, PO Box 1754, Billings, 
MT, 59103-1754, www.montanasafariclub.com
Southwest Montana Chapter - William Finch, Pres., home (406) 794-
2828 billluvstohunt@gmail.com, 104 W Madison Ave, Belgrade, 
MT, 59714-3903, www.scimontana.com
Western Montana Chapter - Jon T. Lee, Pres., home (406) 396-1800 
cell (406) 396-1800 jon@leecomt.com, PO Box 1080, Lolo, MT, 
59847-1080, http://www.wmtsci.org

NEBRASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Platte River Chapter - Shane Westcott, Pres., home (308) 995-3131 
cell (308) 991-3402 platteriverchaptersci@gmail.com, PO Box 530, 
Holdrege, NE, 68949-0530, platteriversci.com

NEVADA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Las Vegas Chapter - Ryan Dennett, Pres., work (702) 839-1100 
home (702) 233-0167 cell (702) 275-4555 rdennett@dennettwin-
spear.com, Las Vegas, NV, 89143-5412, scilasvegas.com
Northern Nevada Chapter - Brandon Weise, Pres., home (775) 721-
4700 cell (775) 721-4700 bweise@nnsci.com, 4790 Caughlin Pkwy 
PMB 227, Reno, NV, 89519-0907, www.nnsci.com

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Garden State Chapter - Robert Newland, Pres., home (908) 256-
3886 cell (908) 256-3886 huntnewland@gmail.com, Glen Gardner, 
NJ, 08826-3251

NEW MEXICO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Southern New Mexico Chapter - Clint Hopper, Pres., home (575) 626-
4803 clinthopper14@gmail.com, Roswell, NM, 88202-1922, www.
snmsafariclub.org
Northern New Mexico Chapter - Joshua Lucero, Pres., home 
+15756070061 jlucero831@gmail.com, PO Box 238, Fort Sumner, 
NM, 88119-0238

NEW YORK CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
New York Metro Chapter - Robert J. Vitro, Pres., work (845) 733-
1313 home (845) 386-8244 cell 845-857-6262 info@truelifetaxi-
dermy.com, Middletown, NY, 10940-7537
Western and Central New York Chapter - Marvin Winter, Pres., home 
(716) 337-3739 cell (716) 984-2773 mwint02@gmail.com, Lock-
port, NY, 14094-9728
Adirondack Catskill Chapter - Larry Steiner, Pres., work (607) 988-
6334 home (607) 287-1247 cell (607) 287-1247 lsteinersci@gmail.
com, Otego, NY, 13825-0466, www.adirondackcatskillsci.com

NEW YORK SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Adirondack-Catskill Chapter - Robin S. Jerauld, Sables Rep., home 
(607) 988-6875 cell (607) 643-1978 rjerauld@toast.net, 349 Lower 
Green St, Otego, NY, 13825-2225, www.adirondackcatskillsci.com

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Charlotte Chapter - Brett W. Eavenson, Pres., home (704) 651-0262 
bretteavenson@msn.com, Huntersville, NC, 28078-6015, www.
scicharlotte.org
Raleigh Durham Chapter - Nick Rudicle, Pres., cell (317) 809-9789 
nick@rudicleco.com, 2020 Vintners Ct, NC, 27610-8250

NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Teddy Roosevelt Chapter - Brian L. Dinger, Pres., home (701) 351-9913 
cell (701) 351-9913 bldinger@gondtc.com, Bismarck, ND, 58504,

Red River Valley Chapter - Roger Van Raden, Pres., work (218) 233-
2731 home (701) 298-0675 cell (701) 361-8575 honestrogvr@
gmail.com, 72 35th Ave N, Fargo, ND, 58102-1120

OHIO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
East Ohio NW Penn Chapter - Michael E. Hallam, Pres., home (724) 
573-0759 cell (412) 855-1901 mike.hallam@aol.com, PO Box 512, 
Columbiana, OH, 44408-0512, www.scieonwpa.org
Southwest Ohio Chapter - Greg Terrell, Pres., home (937) 430-5377 
cell (937) 430-5377
greg@sciswo.org, PO Box 8245, West Chester, OH, 45069-8245, www.
southwestohiosci.org
Northwest Ohio Chapter - Gary Clymer, Pres., home (419) 659-2575 
clymerbk@woh.rr.com, 5734 Road 151, Paulding, OH, 45879-
9714, www.nwosci.com
Ohio Chapter - Scott A. Bagi, Pres., work (440) 452-2150 home 
(440) 239-8955 cell (440) 452-2150 Sab2150@icloud.com, Cleve-
land, OH, 44113-1228, www.ohiosafarichapter.com
Central Ohio Chapter - Mark T. Wehinger, Pres., work (614) 876-9988 
home (614) 764-3721 cell (614) 419-9988 mwehinger@landscape-
pros.com, Dublin, OH, 43017-0175, www.centralohiosci.org

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Oklahoma Station Chapter - Larry W. Gerads, Pres., work (405) 789-
9000 cell (405) 520-5554 networklarry@networklarry.com, Oklaho-
ma City, OK, 73113-0177, www.oklahomastationsci.org

OREGON CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Portland Oregon Chapter - Gino Harrison, Pres., home (503) 554-
1652 cell (503) 931-1133 porschegino@comcast.net, Hillsboro, 
OR, 97123-9371, www.sciportland.org

PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Pittsburgh Chapter - Brian Pitell, Pres., home (724) 713-6135 cell 
(724) 713-6135 bpitell@thefinancialoutfitter.com, Pittsburgh, PA, 
15241-2846, www.safariclubpittsburgh.org
Three State Chapter - Brandan G. Baker, Pres., home (724) 344-7025 
cell (724) 344-7025 aabaker17@yahoo.com, 46 Grasshopper Ln, 
Charleroi, PA, 15022-2600, www.facebook.com/scithreestatechapter
Allegheny Mountains Chapter - Josh Bookhamer, Pres., home (814) 
312-2137 cell (814) 312-2137 jdbookhamer@hotmail.com, 532 Wal-
nut St, Roaring Spring, PA, 16673-1510, www.alleghenymtnssci.com
Blue Mountain Chapter - Matt Smith, Pres., home (717) 574-5698 
cell (717) 574-5698 mattsmith@dasprint.com, Lewisberry, PA, 
17339-9562, www.bmcsci.com
Lehigh Valley Chapter - Daniel L. Soliday, Pres., work (215) 453-2180 
home (215) 257-8623 cell (215) 896-9615 dan@solidaycpa.com, 
1300 W Rock Rd, Perkasie, PA, 18944-2059, www.lvsci.org
Delaware Valley Chapter - William Freas, Pres., home (610) 633-
5083 bestbuilt12@live.com, Springfield, PA, 19064-1401, www.
delvalsci.com

SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Low Country Chapter - David L. DeVane, Pres., home (843) 696-
7162 cell (843) 696-7162 david@attorneyscharleston.com, 5 Brig-
adier Dr, Charleston, SC, 29407-3447, www.scilowcountry.org
Coastal Empire Chapter - Thomas Potere, Pres., work (973) 448-
2013 home 9737131107 cell (973) 713-1107 tpotere65@gmail.
com, Bluffton, SC, 29910

SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Greater Dacotah Chapter - Gary English, Pres., cell (605) 391-9515 
kodiakbearhunter@yahoo.com, PO Box 9455, Rapid City, SD, 
57709-9455, www.greaterdacotahchapter-sci.org

TENNESSEE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Music City Chapter - Troy Nicolson, Pres., cell (907) 351-1842 Troyn-
kat@hotmail.com, Nashville, TN, 37205-2348, www.musiccitysci.org
Mid South Chapter - Brent Marcum, Pres., home (901) 490-8299 
brentmarcum@yahoo.com, Arlington, TN, 38002, midsouthsci.org

TEXAS CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Brazos Valley Chapter - Darian Shelton, Pres., home (832) 451-2723 
cell (832) 451-2723 president.scibv@gmail.com, College Station, 
TX, 77845, www.facebook.com/SCIBV/
Fort Worth Chapter - Jeff Kennedy, Pres., home (817) 271-9858 jef-
fkennedy@fortworthsafariclub.org, Keller, TX, 76248-5407, www.
fortworthsafariclub.org
Houston Chapter - Kirk Dorsey, Pres., home (281) 224-9013 cell 
(281) 224-9013 kirk.dorsey@yahoo.com, 14626 Paloma Glen Ln, 
Humble, TX, 77396-3158, www.scihouston.org
West Texas Chapter - Leonard (Lenny) Wood, Pres., home (432) 288-
5202 cell (432) 288-5202 lennywood76@gmail.com, PO Box 7816, 
Odessa, TX, 79760-7816
Austin Chapter - Jerel Wottrich, Pres., work (512) 448-1012 cell 
(512) 413-8038 dr.jkw@hotmail.com, Driftwood, TX, 78619-4531, 
www.sciaustin.org
Texas Brush Country Chapter - Lloyd H. Cage, Pres., home (361) 877-
3086 cell (361) 877-3086 lcage1949@gmail.com, Corpus Christi, 
TX, 78460-0163, www.txbcsci.com
Texas Hill Country Chapter - Vanessa Carpenter, Pres., work (830) 
367-3318 home (682) 224-9193 vcarpenter2023@gmail.com, Ker-
rville, TX, 78029-1191, www.texashillcountrysci.org
Lubbock Texas Chapter - Roger A. Key, Pres., home (806) 789-6969 
cell (806) 789-6969 rkey@keyandterrell.com, PO Box 64968, Lub-
bock, TX, 79464-4968, lubbocksportsman.com/
San Angelo Chapter - Alan McClain, Pres., work (325) 656-3512 cell 
(325) 656-3512 amcclain@safariclub.org, 8137 US Highway 87 N, 
San Angelo, TX, 76901-7409, scisanangelo.com
Alamo City Chapter - Dawna K. Larson, Pres., home (210) 393-0045 
dawna.alamocitysci@gmail.com, San Antonio, TX, 78213-1360, 
sciofsanantonio.com

TEXAS SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Alamo City Chapter - Marisa Snyder, Sables Rep., home (979) 230-
8448 tmkesnyder@gmail.com, 10539 Dedeke Dr, New Braunfels, 
TX, 78132-4520, sciofsanantonio.com

UTAH CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Utah Chapter - Dee Heugly, Pres., home (801) 638-8315 dee.heugly@
yahoo.com, Kaysville, UT, 84037-1371, www.safariclubutah.org

VIRGINIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Mid Atlantic Bowhunters Chapter - Kenneth Sardegna, Pres., home 
(703) 538-4282 cell (703) 927-2119 ken31A@aol.com, 6426 South 
St, Purcellville, VA, 20132-9026, www.mabc-sci.org
National Capital Chapter - Eric Hastings, Pres., home (406) 600-1666 
cell (406) 600-1666 chris-hastings@hotmail.com, 4442 Flintstone 
Rd, Alexandria, VA, 22306-1202, www.nccsci.org

VIRGINIA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
National Capital Chapter - Elizabeth Robinson, Sables Rep., home 
(703) 777-4223 cell (571) 509-8223 elizabeth.robinson@lcps.org, 
14352 Loyalty Rd, Leesburg, VA, 20176-6136, www.nccsci.org

WASHINGTON CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Seattle Puget Sound Chapter - Fred M. Gordon, Pres., home (360) 
653-8251 cell (206) 496-3942 fmgordon56@yahoo.com, Sedro 
Woolley, WA, 98284-9691, www.sciseattlepsc.com
Northwest Chapter - Brett Singer, Pres., home (206) 892-9394 brett.
singer@yahoo.com, North Bend, WA, 98045-8601, www.scinw.com
Columbia Basin Chapter - Larry Goodwin, Pres., work (509) 545-
9003 home (509) 546-1536 cell (509) 546-1536 goodwin92506@
gmail.com, 92506 N Harrington Rd, West Richland, WA, 99353-
8711, sci-cbc.com
Inland Empire Chapter - Jeff Siems, Pres., work (509) 326-3427 
home (509) 276-1701 cell (509) 999-4351 ieveterinary@gmail.com, 
Spokane Valley, WA, 99214-2000, www.inlandempiresci.org

Central Washington Chapter - Randy Bauman, Pres., work (509) 961-
3440 cell (509) 961-3440 rsbauman454@gmail.com, Wapato, WA, 
98951-0159, www.scicwc.com

WASHINGTON SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Central Washington Chapter - Shelly K. Monson, Sables Rep., home 
(509) 697-9009 cell (509) 941-9000 shellym@monsonfruit.com, 
650 Tibbling Rd, Selah, WA, 98942-9255, www.scicwc.com

WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Coal Country Chapter - Chad Michael Tiller, Pres., home (304) 429-
2269 cell (304) 633-3906 ctiller4@hotmail.com, 10030 Route 152, 
Wayne, WV, 25570-5857

WISCONSIN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Wisconsin Chapter - Dean LePoidevin, Pres., work (262) 754-9550 
home (414) 507-5494 cell (414) 504-5494 dean@lepoidevin-
marketing.com, S 50 W 30834 Old Village Rd, Mukwonago, WI, 
53149, www.sciwi.org
NE Wisconsin Chapter - Kathryn Thede, Pres., home (920) 450-0765 
cell (920) 450-0765 kathryn.thede.sci@gmail.com, 1833 Imperial 
Rd, Shiocton, WI, 54170, www.newisci.org
SE Wisconsin Bowhunters Chapter - Robert N. Delaurier, Pres., work 
(248) 307-1100 home (248) 345-2622 cell (248) 345-2622 robd@
melprinting.com, East Troy, WI, 53120-2032
Badgerland Chapter - Randal R. Mayes, Pres., work (715) 344-4868 
home (715) 824-6298 cell (715) 340-0804 mayestaxidermy@may-
estaxidermy.com, Stevens Point, WI, 54482-9730, www.scibad-
gerland.com
Lake Superior Chapter - Scott Olson, Pres., home (796) 286-1935 
cell (763) 286-1935 pullbanger@aol.com, Danbury, WI, 54830-
0187, www.sci-lakesuperior.org

WISCONSIN SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
NE Wisconsin Chapter - Samantha Lacourt, Sables Rep., home (920) 
655-2084 cell (920) 655-2084 slacourt@outlook.com, 3372 Froe-
lich Rd, Abrams, WI, 54101-9775, www.newisci.org

WYOMING CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Jackson Hole Chapter - Glen Vehar, Pres., work (307) 733-7169 
home (307) 733-1723 glenvehar@yahoo.com, Jackson, WY, 
83001-3453
Central Wyoming Chapter - Michael R. Keim, Pres., work (307) 234-
6358 home (307) 265-1056 cell (307) 259-4999 mogul_mike@msn.
com, PO Box 2376, Casper, WY, 82602-2376, www.sciwyoming.org

AFRICA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Zambian Chapter - Laura Du Plooy, Pres., work 260-97-7748-15 
lauraduplooy1@gmail.com, PO Box 390003, Lumumba Rd, Lusa-
ka, L 10101, Zambia

ASIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Pakistan Chapter - Muhammad Ali Shah, Pres., work 92515567178 
home 923218542224 cell +923218542224 zoonsafari@gmail.
com, Islamabad, 44000, Pakistan
Middle East Chapter - Abdulla Bin Faisal Al Thani, Pres., home 
97455511590 thani@hotmail.com, Zone 55, Street 860 House 
355, PO Box 20005, Doha, Qatar,

EUROPE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
French Chapter - Benjamin Rophé, Pres., home 33617019560 ben-
jamin@armurerie-elysees.com, Paris, F-75008, France
Romania Chapter - Birtalan Istvan, Pres., cell +40 745 329 427 pres-
ident@safariclub.ro, Gheorgheni, R- 535500, Romania
Slovakian Chapter - Zsolt Puha, Pres., home 421918886886 sefre-
daktor@magazinlovuzdar.sk, Kralovicove Kracany, Slovakia, www.
safariclub.sk
Austrian Chapter - Eva Maria Schrittwieser, Pres., home 
436803274290 eva@thehuntress.at, Wegetal 3, Hohenberg, 3192, 
Austria, www.instagram.com/sci__austrian__chapter/
Central Hungarian Chapter - Dr Laszlo B. Mosoczi, Pres., mosoczi-
laszlo@hotmail.com, 1027 Budapest, Medve, H-34 40, Hungary, 
www.safariclub.hu
Ukrainian Chapter - Anatolii Kovalenko, Pres., work +38 044 253 
5954 cell +38 095 655 1155 kovalenko.anatolii@gmail.com, 6/8 
Tsytadelina Str, Kiev, 01015, Ukraine
Italian Chapter - Tiziano Terzi, Pres., work 39 015 351723 cell 
39 3397412221 presidenza@safariclub.it, Via Gramsci 9, Biella, 
13900, Italy, www.safariclub.it
Lusitania (Portugal) Chapter - Dr Jose Manuel M Silva E Cos-
ta, Pres., work 00351214420055 home 00351214420055 cell 
00351916172696 sci.lusitania@gmail.com, Rua Mestre Lima De 
Freitas 1, Edificio Cap, Lisboa, 1549-021, Portugal, www.insta-
gram.com/safariclubportugal/
Helvetia Chapter - Alexandre Col, Pres., home +41 79 478 77 59 
a.col@bluewin.ch, C/O T&R Oberland AG, Kirchstrasse 7, Gstaad, 
3780, Switzerland,
Iberian Chapter - Jose Maria M. Losa, Pres., work +34934150736 
home +34932116974 cell +35650474944 jmlosa@losayasocia-
dos.com, Travesera De Gracia 18-20 - 4o 3a, Barcelona, 08021, 
Spain, www.sciiberianchapter.com/
United Kingdom Chapter - Mr Charlie Jacoby, Pres., home 
01823672210 cell +447850195353 charlie@fieldsportschannel.tv, 
The Old Coach House, Forty Green, Wellisford, TA21 0SB, United 
Kingdom, www.scilondon.com
Royal Nordic Chapter - Patrik Gunnarsson, Pres., home +46 70 993 
18 31 patrik.herlitz.gunnarsson@gmail.com, DEGERNAS 142, 
UMEA, AC 905 80, Sweden, www.safariclub.se
Kingdom of Denmark Chapter - Henning Olsen, Pres., home 
4521636621 cell +45 21636621 henning.olsen@scidenmark.com, 
Faaborg, DK-5600, Denmark, www.scidenmark.com
Benelux Chapter - Janneke Dams, Pres., work 014500602 home 
+32495101090 jandams@supermarkten.be, Knokke-Heist, 8300, 
Belgium, www.sci-beelux.com
Germany Chapter - Maximilian Völker, Pres., home 01722338104 
voelkermaximilian93@gmail.com, Hannover, Germany

SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Iberian Chapter - Lucia Rubio Martos, Sables Rep., home 
+34616001829 luciarubiomartos@gmail.com, C7 Volturno 9, 3o B 
, Pozuelo De Alarcon , E-28223, Spain, www.sciiberianchapter.com

SOUTH PACIFIC CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Down Under Chapter - Ray Hammond, Pres., work 61-26/7791434 
home 61-26/7791009 cell 61-0427401786 rayhhunting@gmail.
com, PO Box 140, Guyra, 2365, Australia, www.scidownunder.org
New Zealand Chapter - Marcus Pinney, Pres., work (011) 021-328-
197 cell # 021-328-197 pinney@xtra.co.nz, PO Box 11320, Sock-
burn, Christchurch, 8004, New Zealand, www.scinz.com

SOUTH AMERICA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Argentina Chapter - Alfredo M. Diaz Heer, Pres., work 54-11/4375-
0273 home 54-11/4325-0689 cell 54 9 11-6689-2608 estudio@
dhbabogados.com, Defensa 251 - PB 1, Ciudad De Buenos Aires, 
1065, Argentina, www.sciarg.org.ar
Central Chile Chapter - Juan Antonio Galmez, Pres., work (562) 328-
9009 home 56-2/2242-7910 jagalmez@asesoriasgp.com, Santa 
Maria 5888, 7660268 Vitacura, Santiago, Chile
NORTH AMERICA - CANADA AND MEXICO

ALBERTA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Central Alberta Chapter - W. Frank Turner, Pres., home (403) 703-
9110 cell (403) 703-9110 wfrankturner@gmail.com, 265029 Bear-
paw Rd, Rockey View Country, AB, T4R 1L9, Canada
Calgary Alberta Chapter - Logan Girletz, Pres., home (403) 808-2919 
girletz@outlook.com, PO Box 1473, Didsbury, AB, T0M 0W0, Can-
ada, www.sci-calgary.org
Drayton Valley Chapter - Brian Smith, Pres., home (780) 898-6475 
cell (780) 898-6475 smitty60@telus.net, PO Box 6534, Drayton 
Valley, AB, T7A 1R9, Canada, www.scidraytonvalley.com
Badlands Chapter - Derek J. Barnes, Pres., home (403) 379-2199 
cell (403) 664-7081 barnes4@netago.ca, PO Box 6, Bindloss, AB, 
T0J 0H0, Canada, scibadlands.ca
Northern Alberta Chapter - Tim McKinnon, Pres., work (780) 455-
3166 home (780) 907-0406 cell (780) 907-0406 tim.mckinnon@
bunzlcanada.ca, 9808-103 A AVE, PO Box 1254, Edmonton, AB, 
T5J 2M8, Canada, www.sci-northern.ab.ca

ALBERTA SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Northern Alberta Chapter - Jill Frederick, Sables Rep., home (780) 
490-5777 cell (780) 777-5777 jill.frederick@telus.com, 4803 109A 
Ave NW, Edmonton, AB, T6A 1S5, Canada, www.sci-northern.ab.ca
Badlands Chapter - Tracey Jenkins, Sables Rep., work (403) 548-
3232 home (403) 502-4034 cell (403) 437-0313 traceyelizabethj@
gmail.com, 492 Hilton Cres NE, Medicine Hat, AB, T1C 1E5, Can-
ada, scibadlands.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
West Coast BC Chapter - Matt Siemens, Pres., home (604) 745-1107 
cell (403) 463-8966 mattsiemens365@gmail.com, Chilliwack, BC, 
V4Z0C1, Canada, sciwestcoast.org

MANITOBA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Manitoba Chapter - Johnny Fidler, Pres., home (204) 229-2368 cell 
(204) 229-2368 john@fidler.mb.ca, 149 Eveline St, Selkirk, MB, RIA 
1K9, Canada, www.manitobasci.ca

NOVA SCOTIA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Nova Scotia Chapter - Sali Cunningham, Pres., work (902) 802-4780 
cell (902) 802-4780 sali.cunningham.sc@gmail.com, 10 Rattling 
Ave, Lake Loon, NS, B2W 3P7, Canada, www.scinovascotia.com

ONTARIO CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Ottawa Valley Chapter - Amy Stevens, Pres., home (613) 229-3830 
cell (613) 229-3830 amystevenssci@gmail.com, 132 Jerome St, 
RR # 2, Lanark, ON, K0G 1K0, Canada, sciottawavalleychapter.com
Southwestern Ontario Chapter - John-Mark Jurak, Pres., home (519) 
796-9133 cell (519) 796-9133 jjurak@maden.ca, 2064 Manning 
Rd, Tecumseh, ON, N8N 2L9, Canada, www.sciswon.com
Timmins James Bay Chapter - Phil Archambault, Pres., home (705) 
274-7878 phil.archambault@fountaintire.com, 1535 Dalton Rd, 
Timmins, ON, P4N 7C2, Canada, scitimminsjamesbay.org
Algonquin Chapter - Roxane St. Michael, Pres., work (613) 401-1622 
home (613) 401-1622 cell (613) 401-1622 roxanest.michael@hot-
mail.com, 40798 HWY 41, Petawawa, ON, K8A 6W5, Canada, 
www.sci-algonquin.com
Ontario Chapter - Sheldon K. James, Pres., work (905) 626-3687 
home (905) 841-9133 office@fotscanada.ca, 2345 17 Side Road, 
Kings City, ON, L7B 1A3, Canada, www.sciontario.ca

ONTARIO SABLES REPRESENTATIVES
Southwestern Ontario Chapter - Melissa Dupuis, Sables Rep., work 
(519) 819-9887 cell (519) 819-9887 melissa@worksmartsafety.
com, 7585 County Road 18, Harrow, ON, N0R 1G0, Canada, 
www.sciswon.com
Ottawa Valley Chapter - Amy Stevens, Sables Rep., home (613) 229-
3830 cell (613) 229-3830 amystevenssci@gmail.com, 145 Heron 
Lane, Carleton Place, ON, K7C 4L3, Canada, sciottawavalleychap-
ter.com

QUEBEC CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Outaouais Chapter - Joe Sage, Pres., home (613) 859-6290 cell 
(613) 859-6290 josephg.sage@gmail.com, 130 Rueckwald Rd, 
Ladysmith, QC, J0X 2A0, Canada, www.SCI-Outaouais.org

SASKATCHEWAN CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Saskatchewan Rivers Chapter - Ken Weber, Pres., work (306) 937-
7293 cell (306) 441-1916 dweber@sasktel.net, PO Box 909, Battl-
eford, SK, S0M 0E0, Canada, www.saskriverssci.com

SONORA CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Sonora Chapter - Pablo Felix, Pres., no@noemail.com, Primera 
Privada Perimetral 30B, Colonia Modelo, C.P., Hermosillo, SON, 
83190, Mexico

FLORIDA
South Florida Chapter - Oakland Park, FL, Hugh’s Catering, February 
28, 2026

IDAHO
Treasure Valley Chapter - Boise, ID, Riverside Hotel, February 21, 
2026, Andrew Kimmel, (208) 899-1612 or visit our website at 
scitreasurevalley.org

KANSAS
Kansas City Chapter - Overland Park, KS, Fiorella’s Event Space, 
January 31, 2026, Brian E Bode, (913) 972-8967, bbode72@
gmail.com

KENTUCKY
Kentuckiana Chapter - Louisville, KY, Audubon Country Club, Febru-

ary 28, 2026, Marty Stamper, mstamp6969@gmail.com

MISSOURI
Kansas City Chapter - Overland Park, MO, Fiorella’s Event Space, Jan-
uary 31, 2026, Brian E Bode, (913) 972-8967, bbode72@gmail.com

MONTANA
Southwest Montana Chapter - Bozeman, MT, The Commons, Febru-
ary 28, 2026, Evete Copeland, (512) 773-8898, sevetecopeland@
gmail.com

NEW MEXICO
Southern New Mexico Chapter - Ruidoso, NM, Ruidoso Convention 
Center, February 27-28, 2026, J. Kim Talbott, (575) 636-1714, ktal-
bott@plateautel.net

TEXAS
West Texas Chapter - Midland, TX, Midland County Horseshoe, Jan-
uary 17, 2026

WISCONSIN
Badgerland Chapter - Wisconsin Dells, WI, Chula Vista Resort, 
Trademark Collection by Wyndham, February 13-14, 2026, Joe 
Koback, (608) 566-9534, kobyranch@frontier.com

To get your chapter’s fundraiser listed here, contact Chapter 
Services at (888) 486-8724 or email jstmichael@safariclub.
org and you will be emailed a form to complete and return. 
Fundraisers are included when they are within four months. 

Keely M. Hopkins, a sea-
soned government rela-

tions professional and licensed 
attorney with over a decade of 
experience in wildlife manage-
ment, conservation and fire-
arm policy, is Safari Club Inter-
national’s new State and Local 
Liaison.

Hopkins brings a wealth of ex-
pertise gained from leadership 
roles at the National Rifle Asso-
ciation–Institute for Legislative 
Action and the Congressio-
nal Sportsmen’s Foundation, 
where she directed legislative, 
regulatory and political strate-
gies across multiple states. 

Her work has spanned wild-
life conservation policy, inter-
national law, firearm legislation 
and grassroots advocacy, mak-
ing her a powerful advocate for 
hunters’ rights and sustainable 

use wildlife management.
During her career, Hopkins:
• Directed legislative activities 

in five states for NRA-ILA, man-
aging Political Action Com-
mittee strategies, candidate 
endorsements and grassroots 
engagement campaigns.

• Led the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation’s 
Western States Program Team 
and served as the organiza-
tion’s lead on firearm policy.

• Chaired the National Horse 
and Burro Rangeland Manage-
ment Coalition, representing 
more than 8 million members 
on federal land use issues.

• Partnered with conserva-
tion organizations, state agen-
cies and legislators to advance 
science-based wildlife manage-
ment and hunting policy initia-
tives.

A graduate of Willamette 
University College of Law with 
a Juris Doctorate in Govern-
ment and International Law, 
Hopkins has studied abroad 
in Spain, Tanzania and China, 
gaining unique insights into 
global conservation and legal 
frameworks. 

She has testified before leg-
islatures, built bipartisan coa-
litions and collaborated with 
federal agencies on landmark 
initiatives.

An avid hunter herself, Hop-
kins has pursued game spe-
cies across North America and 
recently completed her first 
South African hunt this year.

SCI looks forward to Hop-
kins’ leadership in shaping crit-
ical conservation and advocacy 
efforts on behalf of hunters 
worldwide.

Hopkins Is New SCI State And Local Liaison

Keely M. Hopkins, SCI’s new State and Local Liaison, is an 
experienced government relations professional and an avid 
hunter. 

SCI has approved six new Chapters in New York, 
North Carolina, Northern New Mexico, Northern 

Alaska, France and Germany.
“Every new chapter brings fresh energy, leadership 

and purpose to SCI’s global mission,” said SCI Pres-
ident Jeff Meyerl. “With these additions, our voices 
and community grow stronger and they extend our 
impact. We are excited to welcome these Chapters 

into the SCI family and look forward to the extraor-
dinary work they will do in their regions.” 

SCI chapters are the heart of the organization’s 
grassroots strength. They connect hunters locally 
while amplifying SCI’s advocacy and conservation ef-
forts nationally and internationally. From engaging 
in policy discussions and conservation projects to 
mentoring the next generation of hunters, Chapters 

are essential to SCI’s success.
“Our growth underscores SCI’s leadership in standing 

First for Hunters,” said SCI CEO W. Laird Hamberlin. 
“These new Chapters represent hunters who refuse to 
sit on the sidelines. They are stepping up to protect 
wildlife through sustainable use, safeguard access and 
opportunity, and ensure that future generations enjoy 
the same freedoms we cherish today.”

With the addition of these chapters, SCI continues its 
Chapter expansion across the U.S. and globally. Each 
Chapter is committed to driving forward SCI’s mission 
of protecting the freedom to hunt and promoting wild-
life conservation worldwide.

 6 New Chapters
SCI Now Has More than 160 Chapters Worldwide

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS
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