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July 26 — August 02, 2025 

Join us this year at the Maritime Conference Camp Meeting at 
Camp Pugwash, Nova Scotia from July 26 – August 02, 2025.   Our 
theme for this summer is Preparing the Harvest. 

The Lord has blessed us with wonderful speakers.  There will be 
uplifting music and many inciteful seminars.   Come for the  
fellowship and prayer as we invite the Holy Spirit to prepare our 
hearts and to encourage others to be ready to see our Lord and 
Saviour when He comes again! 

More information will be provided as it becomes available! 
www.maritimesda.com 

Pastor Shawn Boonstra is speaker/director 
for the Voice of Prophecy (VOP) ministry. His 
broadcasts, live seminars, and books have 
been a source of inspiration around the globe, 
and over the years, his live events have been  
presented on every continent except  
Antarctica. 

Each week, he hosts the Voice of Prophecy’s 
flagship broadcast, Authentic. In this  
television and radio program, Shawn explores 

the existential questions of human experience, looking to examples from history 
and answers from Scripture to guide the way. 

Shawn also traverses the globe to hold live meetings, including his Revelation 
Speaks Peace series, which reveals that prophecy can be understood and that it 
ultimately points to the hope we find in Jesus.  He has held this series in places 
such as Rome, Portland, Phoenix, Andhra Pradesh (India), Los Angeles,  
Indianapolis, Minneapolis, Seattle, Denver, Raleigh, and Calgary. 

Prior to coming to VOP in 2013, Shawn served as an associate ministerial  
director at the North American Division, where his role was to inspire, train, and 
equip pastors and churches for evangelism.  Before that assignment, he served 
for seven years as speaker/director for It Is Written International Television. In 
his early pastoral career, he served as speaker/director for It Is Written Canada 
and pastored a number of churches in British Columbia. 

He currently lives in Loveland, Colorado, and enjoys any activity that gets him 
out doors and into the mountains, especially when his wife, Jean, can join him. 

 

 

Main Auditorium Speakers 

Shawn Boonstra  
Speaker/Director for the Voice of Prophecy Ministry  



Frankie Lazarus was born in Huddersfield,  
England and migrated to Canada with his  
parents as a youth.  He is married to Sharon  
Lazarus (née Tyne) and they have two grown  
children (Lamarr and Lachelle).  He has a B.A. and 
a Masters in Divinity from Andrews University.  He 
has served as the chaplain for Crawford Adventist 
Academy and as the assistant/associate pastor in 
several churches – Mississauga, Malton,  
Meadowvale, Toronto East, Berea, Toronto Perth. 

He has served as the lead pastor of the 
Downsview, Malton, Mt. Olive, Toronto West Seventh-day Adventist churches.  He 
assisted with the church plant for Ajax/Pickering now the Agape Temple with Dr. 
Maitland and established the church plant in Bolton.  He has served as a youth  
director responsible for Pathfinders, Adventurers, Master Guides, Youth, and the 
Young Adults of the Ontario Conference for twelve years. 

He is currently the Ministerial Director of the Ontario Conference and is excited 
about the possibilities of ministry and leading God’s people to an experience of  
complete discipleship.  His motto for ministry is to be “a servant of God and friend to 
people”.   The text in the Bible that he lives by can be found in Galatians 2:20 which 
says, “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” 

 

 

Main Auditorium Speakers 

Frankie Lazarus 
Ministerial Director of the Ontario Conference  

Jeffrey Brown was born of Jamaican  
parents in England and graduated from 
Newbold College (BA) and Andrews  
University (MDiv, PhD Religious  
Education, Family Life and Counseling 
Emphasis). He has served as a pastor in 
Canada, as the Bermuda Conference 
president and Family Ministries director, 
as the director of the Bradford  
Cleveland Brooks Leadership Center at 

Oakwood University, and as an editor of Family Life, a publication of the 
Adventist Association of Family Life Professionals. He now serves as  
associate editor of Ministry and an associate secretary of the General  
Conference Ministerial Association. 

Jeffrey has 12 years of international experience. He served in the  
Trans-European Division as a pastor, Family Ministries director, and  
director of Pastoral Studies at Newbold College; worked as a school  
counselor for University College Birmingham and a relationships counselor 
for National Relate; and in the West-Central Africa Division as a student 
missionary teacher in Agona-Ashanti, Ghana. 

He is married to Pattiejean (née McMahon) from Bermuda, a behavioral 
scientist and author of What on Earth Am I Doing? Leadership Lessons for 
Clergy Spouses.  Jeffrey has authored Single and Gifted, and together they 
have authored Total Marriage, A Guide to Parenting, and The Love Seasons. 
They are blessed with two children, Kristle and Jamel. 

Dr. Jeffrey Brown  
Associate Editor of Ministry and  
Associate Secretary of  
General Conference Ministerial Association 
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Teddy Bagassien is a passionate pastor with 
nearly two decades of ministry experience. 
Born in Paris, France, to Caribbean parents, 
he brings a unique cultural perspective to his 
work.  His ministry journey began as an  
undergraduate at Canadian University  
College, where he served as the Prison  
Ministries Coordinator. During this time, he 
led student groups to penitentiaries,  
organizing worship sessions with prisoners, 
which deepened his commitment to outreach.   

Following his time at Canadian University College, Pastor Bagassien served in 
various leadership roles, including Youth Director for the Quebec Conference 
and Youth Ministries Coordinator for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in  
Canada. He has also served as the Children and Family Pastor at Sligo  
Seventh-day Adventist Church, the campus church of Washington Adventist 
University. Pastor Bagassien is dedicated to guiding the next generation in their 
relationship with Christ. He is particularly passionate about empowering youth 
leaders and pastors to serve effectively, and he finds joy in seeing young people 
embrace their faith and use their gifts to impact others.  

Ministry is also a family affair for Pastor Bagassien. His wife, Isabelle, an  
educator, also serves the church by volunteering as a trainer for the North  
American Division (NAD) Children’s Ministry. Together, they have been married 
for 22 years and have two daughters, aged 22 and 18, who inspire their devotion 
to both family and ministry. With a heart for service and a wealth of experience, 
Pastor Bagassien continues to lead others in discovering their God-given  
purpose and preparing for eternity with Christ.  

 

 

 

Teddy Bagassien 
Youth Director/Pastor of Dartmouth SDA Church 

Jacqueline Émile has more than 25 years 
of experience in leading, guiding, and 
ministering to church congregations in 
various capacities. Prior to her arrival in 
the Maritimes, she had been actively  
creating and leading a Center of Influence 
in Ottawa called the Centre d’Actions et 
de Services Communautaires CASC. At 
this center, she has participated in  
making health seminars, parenting  
seminars, personal financial seminars, 

French training and other services available to individuals in her community.    

Aside from her experience in preaching during evangelism weeks, women’s 
retreats, weeks of prayer and on Sabbaths, she has also been a bible  
worker and was conducting an online ministry in the United States and  
Canada. She shares her faith and resources online to help people to grow 
spiritually, challenging them to participate in daily activities such as reading 
through the Bible and studying bible topics.   Pastor Émile will be a graduate 
of the Andrews University Doctor of Ministry program.  

Her DMin project aims to bridge community services with faith, embodying 
Christ’s method approach. She says, “My work’s key focus is empowering 
those seeking a deeper relationship with God, guiding them on their spiritual 
journeys with compassion and understanding.”  

Jacqueline Émile 
Pastor of Bathurst SDA Company 

French Ministries Speaker Youth Ministries Speaker 
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Donald Straub is currently a registered 
and certified clinical counsellor with 14 
years of experience.  He helps clients 
with emotional problems, PTSD,  
addictions, and relationships. Don’s 
counselling draws on a lifetime of  
experiences. He has been a teacher, 
school principal, and a pastor. Don has 
traveled and worked in almost 50  
countries. He has 4 married children and 
13 grandchildren. He has lost 2 wives 

through death. Don has been a seven-time presenter on “It Is Written,” 
which promoted his book, “Bridges to Freedom: Creating Change Through 
Science and Christian Spirituality.”  

Health Ministries Speaker 

Donald Straub 
Clinical Counsellor/Author/Former Pastor 
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By Ron Marshall 
Executive Secretary of the Maritime Conference   

The 50th Constituency Session 
of the Maritime Conference of 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church was convened on April 
13th, 2025, at the Moncton  
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Moncton, New Brunswick.  
Delegates were given the  
opportunity to receive  
reports that were given by  

Conference officers and  
departmental leadership  
regarding the work they did over 
the past five years.  They also 
voted on Bylaw changes and 
elected Conference officers, the 
Standing Bylaws Committee, 
the Standing Finance  
Committee and the Board of 
Directors for the new term. 

The Conference would like to thank 
all the employees and volunteers 
who helped to make the  
quinquennial meeting possible with 
respects to organizing, preparing, 
audio-visual service, setting up and 
cleaning.  They are also grateful to 
Moncton Seventh-day Adventist 
Church for allowing them to use 
their facilities as well as Moncton 
Catering Services who prepared a 
wonderful nourishing lunch for all 
participants.  The Conference would 
also like to thank all delegates who 
attended, especially those who had 
to travel from great distances to be 
there.  The Organizing Committee 
met very early in the morning prior to 
the commencement of the Session 
and following prayer and much  
deliberation they chose the  
members of the Nominating  
Committee.   

The general meeting started with a 
devotional message by Jorge 
Ramirez who is the Undersecretary 
of the North American Division of  
Seventh-day Adventists.  He gave a 
wonderful message as he shared his  
testimony about how he and his 
family came to the Adventist faith.  
Through the persistent visitations of 

a Seventh-day Adventist ‘lady’ who 
came to their door regardless of their 
negative responses, he and his  
family eventually gave their lives to 
Jesus.  Considering the theme of the 
meeting, Fishers of Men, he  
reminded his audience to never to 
grow weary of fulfilling the call that 
Jesus has placed upon them.    

After the Nominating Committee 
met together and carefully  
deliberated the names of potential 
candidates, delegates then voted for 
the election of the officers,  
committee members and directors 
for the new term.  David Miller, who 
had previously served the last term 
as the president of the Maritime 
Conference was re-elected.  

Prior to his service for the  
Conference, he has had 18 years of  
pastoral experience pastoring 
churches in both Manitoba and  
Saskatchewan.  In addition to  
serving as a Men’s Ministries  
Director, he also served as a  
Ministerial Director in  
Saskatchewan. 

Pastor Miller was born into an  
Adventist family, and he was raised 
in the vicinity of Harvey, North   

The Maritime Conference  
2025 Quinquennial 

Maritime Conference  constituency elect the leadership for the next quinquennial,  
Evelina Schwarz (Treasurer), David Miller (President) and Ron Marshall (Executive Secretary).  
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Dakota.  He attended Dakota Adventist  
Academy where he met Cyndi Wecker and 
later on, they were married.  They have two 
daughters, Brittany (Reggie) and Caitlyn (Eric) 
and currently their families have grown to  
include four very special granddaughters, 
Hailey, Isabelle, Mia, Kaia and one grandson 
Aiden.  Pastor Miller says that he is blessed to 
be able to work with a group of incredible 
pastors and teachers in this Conference. “We 
have fallen in love with the Maritime  
Conference constituents and Atlantic  
Canada. We have truly felt Gods calling for us 
to be here.” 

Ron Marshall was also elected to serve as 
the executive secretary/vice-president for 

administration.  He has been serving the  
Maritime Conference in this role for the past 
year and eight months.  He was born in  
Montreal, Quebec to parents who migrated 
from Trinidad.  He has served the Quebec 
Conference as a chaplain for Greaves  
Adventist Academy.  He has a diploma in Fine 
Arts from Champlain College and a degree 
from Concordia University in Film Animation.  
He eventually matriculated to Oakwood  
University for approximately three years, and 
following his marriage to his wife Victoria 
(Pierre) Marshall they attended Burman  
University where he completed his degree in 
Theology. 

Following his studies at Burman, he was 

called to serve the Manitoba-Saskatchewan 
Conference where he pastored multiple  
districts consisting of three churches 
throughout the duration of six years.  In  
reference to being called to the Maritimes he 
says, “It has been a blessing for me to be here 
and I continue to trust in God’s providence.”   
One of his favorite texts in the Bible is  
Ephesians 3: 20 which lets us know that God 
“…is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us…”  

 Evelina Schwarz was elected to be the  
treasurer for the Maritime Conference.  She 
has been serving the Conference for last 
three months. Prior to joining the  



administration, she graduated from Burman 
University in the spring of 2022 with a  
bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 
the Accounting Track.  While matriculating at 
Burman, she spent time interning for the  
Alberta Conference Office as well as the  
Burman University Accounting Department.  
Prior to moving to the Moncton area, she  
formerly resided in Florenceville, New  
Brunswick where she worked for a chartered 
professional accounting firm called Lenehan 
McCain & Associates. 

Evelina loves the Lord and has a passion for 
working for the church. “Church has always 
been a big part of my life,” she says, “I have 
been an active part of whatever church  
community I attended.” Commenting on her 
acceptance to be part of the team, she  
stated, “In this new chapter in life. I hope to 
be a valuable member of the Maritime  
Conference.” 

The future looks very promising as the  
Maritime Conference has recently exceeded 
its 2,000-membership population. They are 
ever grateful to the Board Directors,  
Committee members, Departmental leaders 
and pastoral leadership whose experience 
and expertise has contributed to the spiritual 

and numerical growth of the institution.  Many 
churches are currently participating in  
Pentecost 2025 which is an initiative that is 
being directed by North American of  
Seventh-day Adventist.  By participating in 
this endeavor, churches are actively  
engaging in evangelism, and some are also 
partnering with Hope Channel Canada.  
Please continue to pray for the Maritime  
Conference administration as they continue 
to equipe and empower local churches to 
spread to the love to Jesus in their  
communities! 

  
Standing Bylaws Committee 

Ron Marshall – Chair 

Cyril Millett III, SDACC – Secretary 

Daryl Fawcett 

Jonathan Haase 

Tom Nepjuk 

Jonathan Martin 

Kevin McKay 

 
Board of Directors 
David Miller – Chair 

Ron Marshall – Secretary 

Evelina Schwarz – Treasurer 

Sydney Mogae – NS 

Ray Loxdale – NS 

Douglas MacArthur – NB 

Chani Salomon – NB 

Cheryl Hamilton – NS 

Stoy Hancock – NS 

David James – NB 

Juanita Longman – NS 

Lisebye Luchmun – NB 

Voted Results of the  
Constituency Election 
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Budgeting as a Couple: A Faithful  
Journey to Financial Peace 

Money stress can put a strain on even the strongest  
relationships. But here’s the good news: with prayer,  
teamwork, and a plan, your finances can become a place of 
unity instead of tension. Learning how to budget as a couple 
isn’t just about numbers it’s about growing together in trust, 
communication, and stewardship. 

Whether you're recovering from a financial strain or simply 
want to take control of your money, creating a budget together 
can be a positive, even faith building, experience. Here are six  
simple steps to help you get started: 

1. Start With What You Have: List Your Income 

Before anything else, take an honest look at your combined  
income. This includes salaries, side jobs, government  
benefits every source. This number gives you a clear picture of 
what’s available and sets the foundation for all your  
financial decisions. As Proverbs 27:23 says, “Be sure you know 
the condition of your flocks…” In today’s terms: know your 
numbers. 
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2. Know Where It’s Going:  

List Joint Household Expenses 
Make a list of your monthly expenses mortgage or rent, 
utilities, groceries, insurance, car payments, tithe, and so 
on. Include everything. Some expenses are fixed, but  
others may change from month to month. Seeing it all on 
paper can be eye opening and helps eliminate guesswork. 

 

3. Calculate and Adjust 
Review how much you’re spending in each category. Are 
there places you’re overspending? Are there subscriptions 
or extras you can pause or cancel? This is where budgeting 
becomes intentional. Small changes can make a big  
difference over time. Think of it not as cutting back, but as 
redirecting your money toward your shared goals. 

 

4. Track It Together 
A budget only works if you track your spending. This step is 
where many couples slip but also where the greatest 
growth can happen. Use a budgeting app, spreadsheet, or 
even a notebook to consistently track every dollar spent. 
Make it a weekly check-in moment with your spouse grab 
a cup of tea, pray together, and go over your progress. 

 

 

5. Give Each Other Grace (and a Little Space) 
It’s healthy to have a small personal spending allowance 
in the budget. This gives you the freedom to buy a treat or 
surprise your partner without throwing off the plan. It’s  
also a reminder that budgeting doesn’t mean saying ‘no’ to 
everything, it just means saying ‘yes’ to what matters 
most. 

 

6. Put God First 
Most importantly, make room for God in your budget.  
Tithing is a spiritual commitment that honors God as the 
provider of all. Malachi 3:10 reminds us of His promise: 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse... and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven.” Trusting God 
with your finances invites His peace into your home. 

 

Budgeting as a couple isn’t just about money it’s about 
building unity, trust, and purpose. It's a ministry to each 
other. With patience, prayer, and a little persistence, you 
can turn your financial challenges into victories together. 
Start small. Start today. And most of all, start with God. 
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Angel Germosen 
Assistant Treasurer of the Maritime Conference 
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Raspberry Jam 

Ingredients: 

1 cup of dried unsulphured pineapple chunks 

2 cups of frozen raspberries* 

Rinse the pineapple chunks and add to bowl. Add the 2 
cups of frozen raspberries over the rinsed pineapple 
chunks. Allow the raspberries to thaw. Once completely 
thawed, blend smooth. Place in small jars for immediate 
use or freeze for later use. Delicious and nutritious! 

 

 

                 New Minas SDA Church  

Catherine Walsh 
            Health Ministries Director of the Maritime Conference 

Baking Bread Session 

On Easter Sunday, New Minas Church welcomed people to 
join in a baking of bread session.  With a few extra loaves, 
they were able to share with few shut-ins.  Attendance was 
low, but the spirits high as those who wanted to learn how to 
bake breads and cookies gave it a try.  We enjoyed leavening 
our afternoon time with contemplations of our “Knead for 
our Risen Savior.”  

New Minas 
  Seventh-day Adventist Church 
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We want to know what God  
is doing in your church!  Don’t  
keep the blessings to yourself!   
Let us know so that we can  
be inspired! 
 

Submit your reports for the MC Spotlight to  

ron.marshall@maritimesda.com before  

the 15th of each month  
(except for July & December,  
it will be on the 03rd) 

 

“Tell the world about Jesus...tell  
them about His love...as you go… 
tell the world!” 
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If you are interested in sending your business  
information to us to have your business publicized in 
our directory, please send your information to 
ron.marshall@maritimesda.com.  We want to support 
you in whatever capacity that we are abled to. 

 

 
 

WE MIGHT HAVE WHAT  
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!   
Get what you need and support Adventist  
businesses at services at the same time!   

Click here to check out our Business Directory: 
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/6f16ee7a01.html  
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Angel Germosen is a dedicated finance 
professional with over a decade of  
experience in accounting and financial 
management. Born in the Dominican  
Republic, on October 25, 1988. He grew 
up in an Adventist home, where he  
developed a strong foundation in faith 
and service. From a young age, he has 
been actively involved in SDA church 
ministry, serving in various leadership 
roles, including Pathfinder Club Director 
and Church Elder. 

In 2016, Angel married Ubaldina (Luci) 
Mendez, and together they welcomed 
their daughter, Avianna Germosen  
Mendez, in 2024. In pursuit of higher  
education and professional growth,  
Angel and his family moved to Canada in 
2021, where he earned a degree in  
Business Analytics from Cape Breton 
University in 2023. 

Since March 01, 2025, Angel has been 
serving the Maritime Conference as the 
Assistant Treasurer. In this role, he is 

committed to ensuring financial  
transparency, accountability, and the 
responsible management of resources to 
support the mission of the church. His 
work is driven by a deep sense of  
integrity, stewardship, and a desire to 
serve both God and his community. 

Beyond his professional responsibilities, 
Angel remains actively involved in  
ministry, believing that true success is 
measured not only by career  
achievements but also by the impact 
made in the lives of others. His passion 
for faith, family, and service continues to 
guide his journey as he seeks to glorify 
God in all he does. 
 

We are very happy to have Angel as part 
of our team.  We welcome him and his 
family to Moncton and believe that he 
will be a blessing to this institution.  We  
solicit your prayers as he continues 
serve this Conference as our new  
Assistant Treasurer. 

Angel Germosen, Ubaldina (Luci) Mendez (wife) 
& Avianna Germosen Mendez (daughter) 

Administration 

       There’s     an  

    in the    Office! 
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The Maritime Conference is super proud of the New Glasgow 
Torchlighter Titans pathfinders who came in first place during the 
Canadian Union Pathfinder Bible Experience (PBE).  Following their 
victory, they went to compete in the NAD PBE in Battle Creek,  
Michigan, USA.  The NAD PBE is the official North American  
Division Pathfinder Bible Study program.  In this event, Pathfinders 
from across North America commit themselves to memorizing 
memory verses, chapters and books of the Bible.  PBE is a  
wonderful starting point for Bible study and developing a  
life-changing relationship with Jesus. There were 193 teams that  
participated  this year and we are celebrating the fact that our 
pathfinders came in first place in their category. 
 
Regardless of the results, this Conference is very proud of our 
team.  God has blessed them throughout their journey regardless 
of their placement in the contest.  What they have gained from the  

Administration 
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experience from studying their Bible and working to-
wards a closer relationship with God is more  
valuable than any award they may have received from 
the event.  Let’s continue to encourage our  
Pathfinders to keep studying the word of God and to 
continue to commit themselves to getting to know 
our Lord and Saviour.  
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    Charlottetown SDA Church  

Charlotte SDA Church 
Island Messenger 
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ShareHim is a donor-supported ministry of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church 
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Today we are saying a very special goodbye to a very  

hardworking and dedicated employee of the Maritime  
Conference. Françoise Ringuette has served this Conference 

faithfully for 8 years as the Assistant Treasurer. She joined the 
office under the administration of Elder Paul Llewellyn  

replacing Roger Robichaud the former Assistant Treasurer. 

Since that time, many have come to know her as a very  
resourceful and timely person looking after payroll, handling 

payments, reimbursements and other financial  
responsibilities. Aside from her work, she has been known as 

a warm and welcoming person to individuals who come to the  
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We are also happy to acknowledge Jean-Louis Lang who has 

been the faithful custodian for the Maritime Conference 
office for the last 7 years. He is very dedicated and has done 

a wonderful job keeping the office in the best shape  
possible. We thank him for his faithful service and wish him 

the best as he joins his wife Françoise Ringuette in her  

retirement.  

office looking for assistance. The Maritime Conference 
would like to voice our appreciation for all that she has 
done. We wish her the best with her retirement in hope that 
God will make it enjoyable and fulfilling.  

Administration 




