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SIMPLE CHECKLIST
FIRST-TIME HOME

www.dasktonyb.com




CHECK YOUR CREDIT

& BUDGET

Know your credit

score
Calculate your
monthly income &

expenses
Estimate how much

you can afford for a
mortgage
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2. GET PRE-
APPROVED

Choose a loan officer
(hey, that's me!)
Submit income, assets,

and credit info
Get a pre-approval
letter
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3. PLAN YOUR
DOWN PAYMENT

Review loan options
(FHA, VA, Conventional,
etc.)

Learn about first-time
buyer assistance
programs

Decide how much you'll
put down (3%-20%+)
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4. CHOOSE THE
RIGHT REALTOR

Interview agents who work
with first-time buyers

Understand the home
search and offer process
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5. START HOUSE
HUNTING

Make a list of your must-

haves and dealbreakers
Tour homes virtually and

IN person

Be ready to make offers
quickly in competitive
markets
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6. MAKE AN OFFER &
GET UNDER CONTRACT

Work with your agent to

submit a strong offer

Include earnest money

deposit
Prepare for negotiations

and contingencies
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7. COMPLETE THE
LOAN PROCESS

Order home inspection and
appraisal
Lock In your interest rate

Submit any remaining

documents to your lender
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8. DON'T RUSH THE
PROCESS

Prepare to Close

Review the Closing
Disclosure (final numbers)
Schedule a final
walkthrough

Bring your ID and funds to
closing day
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9. GET THE KEYS &
MOVE IN!

Celebrate becoming a

homeowner

Set up utilities, change
address, and unpack!

Need help getting started or have questions?
I'd be happy to guide you step-by-step.
& AskTonyB.com
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