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| By Frank Neill

Zealandia Te Maraa Tane on 6 May. | & NP
The birds came from the Department | .+
of Conservation’s Burwood Takahg [ a7
Centre near Te Anau, setting a new 224 Fa
record for takah& population numbers
in the capital city in a century.
Continued on page 2.
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Zealandia Te Mara a Tane’s two
new takahé, Autahi (left) and Hopi.
Photo: Rebecca Chrystal.
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Exterior / Interior
Experienced tradesmen and large team overwhe|ming knowledge

Autumn is here!l! | of the property market

_

Now is the time to get your
House Exterior painted

Available for Interior work too,

~ Pensioner Discounts ~

and commitment. B KUTO BUFF 'N'TOUCH I

» Mobile brush touch repairs
 Spray paint repairs
« Buffing to a magnificent shine

www.grahamspainters.nz e R R :
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Great to welcome the new taonga

Continued from page 1.

Female 13-year-old Autahi and
16-year-old male Hopi were wel-
comed by members of Taranaki
Whanui ki Te Upoko o Te Ika,
Ngati Toa Rangatira and Ngai
Tahu, alongside Zealandia staff
and volunteers.

On their arrival at Wellington
airport on the afternoon of 6 May,
Autahi and Hopi were brought to
Zealandia and released into the
wetland area in the sanctuary.

“It was so encouraging to see
all the staff and supporters that
came through for the guard
of honour at the arrival of the
Takahg to Te Mara a Tane,” says
Mark Ormsby, representative for
Taranaki Whanui.

“The soothing sounds of the
Potorino infused alongside kara-
kia whakatau added to the special
occasion.

“From a mana whenua perspec-
tive, it was great to tautoko the
translocation of these taonga from
Te Waipounamu into the rohe of
Taranaki Whanui.”

Both takahé are senior birds
nearing the end of their breed-
ing years and they will enjoy a
comfortable retirement at the
sanctuary.

With Zealandia’s 140,000 an-
nual visitors, the pair will also
be advocacy champions for the
nationally vulnerable species.

There are only around 520
South Island takah& (Porphyrio
hochstetteri) so Zealandia says it

Independent ' '

is “delighted” to offer visitors a
rare chance to see these flightless
and charismatic manu/birds.

“Takahé always march their
way straight into the hearts of
Zealandia’s visitors and our staff
and volunteer team,” Zealandia’s
Chief Executive, Dr Danielle
Shanahan says.

“It is remarkable that people can
encounter this somewhat surreal
blue green and red bird, right here,
in the middle of Wellington.

“Takahg are such an incredible
example of why we should never
give up when it comes to nature.

“A small population of the
species was rediscovered in the
Murchison Mountains in the
1940s, 50 years after being de-
clared extinct.”

Nio and Orbell, the takahé
pair who previously lived in the
wetland area and delighted tens of
thousands of visitors, both passed
in 2024.

DOC’s Takahg Recovery Project
Lead for Sanctuary Sites, Phil
Marsh, says sanctuary sites play
an important role in the recovery
programme.

“Sanctuary sites support the
breeding programme as well as
the advocacy of the species.

“This transfer allows space
for two young birds to join our
breeding programme at Burwood.

“Any juveniles produced at
sanctuary sites help support the
establishment of our wild recov-
ery sites,” he says.

“We think Zealandia visitors

The two new takahé being released at Zealandia Te Mara a Tane.
Photo: Scott Langdale.

will really enjoy seeing this pair
up close.

“Hopi is a confident bird, known
to always be the first to his hopper
at feeding time at Burwood. He
has 21 chicks and 17 grand-chicks.

“Autahi is a bit more wary
around people. She has had 11
chicks and has eight grand-chicks
and even one great grand-chick.”

The arrival of Autahi and Hopi
brings the number of takahé
currently living wild at Zealandia
to five.

Since August 2023, Waitaa
(female) and Bendigo (male) have
roamed the southern section of
the valley.

In November 2025 this pre-
sumed infertile young couple

produced a ‘miracle’ chick and the
nomadic whanau/family is often
seen exploring the far reaches of
their territory.

Takahé can be territorial, so the
new arrivals will remain separated
from the three much younger
manu by fencing and gates.

“By hosting this pair at Zea-
landia Te Mara a Tane, we are
assisting with takah& recovery
efforts through advocacy,” Zea-
landia says.

“Takah€ are naturally found in
remote mountainous and inac-
cessible habitat, so their presence
at sanctuaries such as Zealandia
allows visitors to see and connect
with this nationally vulnerable
species.

Business Advisory
Groups being set up

T Hop, 304 1\..,.“\ P
v

Read the
Independent Herald News
online at
independentherald.co.nz

Wellington’s business leaders are being
asked to have a meaningful say on the
economic direction of the Capital.

Wellington City Council is seeking expres-
sions of interest from experienced leaders to
join three new Expert Business Advisory
Groups, to grow jobs and strengthen Wel-
lington’s economic development.

“This is an opportunity for leaders across
critical sectors of Wellington’s economy for
meaningful engagement with the Council
and to help guide our city’s economic direc-
tion,” Mayor Andrew Little says.

“We're establishing three distinct groups
to reflect the Capital’s key economic sectors
and for these groups to respond to challenges
across the city’s economy through strong
relationships with people, businesses and
organisations within each sector.

“Inmy time as Mayor, I've been impressed
by the optimism and commitment shown by
sector leaders toward a strong and thriving
economy for Wellington.

“Now is the time to bring these voices
together, share insights and collaborate with
the Council for our future prosperity.

“These groups will have a mandate to
inform the work of Te Urungi Whakatupu
Ohanga | Economic Growth and Develop-
ment Subcommittee, chaired by Cr Karl
Tiefenbacher, to develop an action plan for
measurable economic growth in Wellington
over five years,” the Mayor says.

The three groups are mandated by Wel-
lington City Council’s Triennium Plan
2025-2028 and represent the following three
significant areas of the Capital’s economy:

* Property, Infrastructure and More
Housing;

« Technology, Science, Education and
Innovation; and

e Arts, Creative, Hospitality and Inner-
City Revitalisation.

Cr Tiefenbacher, who chairs the subcom-
mittee that the advisory groups will report
into, says insights from sector leaders will
be crucial for revitalising the city’s economy.

“Wellington is home to more than 27,000
businesses, with strong representation across
professional services, technology, property,
construction, finance, hospitality and the
creative sectors.

“The city also has one of the highest
concentrations of knowledge-intensive and
innovation-led firms in the country, support-
ing high-value jobs and economic resilience.

“We have considerable strengths in the
capital. Let’s collaborate better with business
to ensure our economy flourishes, provides
more jobs and drive future prosperity,” Cr
Tiefenbacher says.

The groups will meet quarterly, provide
sector-specific advice to the Mayor, Coun-
cillors and Council officers via Te Urungi
Whakatupu Ohanga | Economic Growth
and Development Subcommittee, and will
operate in an advisory capacity only.

Positions are voluntary and unpaid.

Applications for the Business Advisory
Groups closes at Spm on Friday 22 May.

More information and the EOI form
are available at wellington.govt.nz/your-
council/expert-business-advisory-groups-
expressions-of-interest.



Hérald

Thursday May 14,2026 3

Big milestone for
Onslow College

Onslow College has reached
a significant milestone in its
campus redevelopment with the
commencement of the demoli-
tion of the old ‘Rec Centre.

This site, which has served the
school community for decades,
is being cleared to make way
for a modern, purpose-built
facility.

The new two storey building
will house specialist technology
spaces —including a commercial
hospitality kitchen and modern

Onslow College’s former Rec Centre being demolished. Photo: Supplied.

workshops — alongside a new
reception, administration hub
and dedicated wellbeing spaces.

The Rec Centre has a long
history, but has not been fit for
purpose for some time.

As the college’s community
grows, so does the need for
facilities that reflect a modern
learning environment.

This project represents a shift
from the "broken promises"
of the past toward a future of
high-quality, fit-for-purpose

infrastructure.

"The demolition of the Rec
Centre is a pivotal moment and
one that has generated immense
excitement for our school,”
Onslow College’s Tumuaki/
Principal Jono Wyeth says.

“At Onslow College we are
driven by our value of ‘pursuing
growth’. It’s about providing our
students with the specialised
environments they deserve to
truly thrive."

Onslow College students

continue to achieve incredible
results.

In 2024 Onslow College had
the highest University Entrance
attainment of all state co-ed sec-
ondary schools in New Zealand,
and in 2025 the school was again
in the top four.

“We are building a future
where our physical environment
matches the high expectation
and high care environment we
provide for our students,” Mr
Wyeth says.

JOHNSONVILLE
MEDICAL CENTRE

Your local medical centre
Great people, great hours

04 920 8850

24 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville

www.johnsonvillemedical.co.nz
QR Eco.

Double Glazing with
German PVC Joinery

« Superior energy efficiency
« Tough and durable

« Low maintenance

« New Build, Retro Fits

+ Free measure and quote

«» Full installation service

Ph: 04 974 8930
E: sales@ecowindows.nz
www.ecowindows.nz
405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

Greg O’Connor
MP for Ohariu

Spokesperson for Courts and Veterans’ Affairs

Assistant Speaker

Getin touch

My office is open Qam - 4pm
Monday to Friday

04 478 3332
greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz

2/18 Moorefield Road, Johnsonville, Wellington

Labour.org.nz/gregoconnor
© /GregOhariu

Authorised by Greg O'Connor MP,
Parliament Buildings Wellington.
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Rotary fundraiser

The newly formed Rotary Club of Wel-
lington North, serving from Karori to
Khandallah, is planning two upcoming
community events.

It is running a quiz night fundraiser
at the Karori Taphouse on Sunday 19
July at 7pm.

The quz night is raising funds for the
Lifting the Lid project supporting local
youth mental health.

The club is also holding a working
bee at the Marsden Club on Saturday
19 September at 9am.

The working bee will help tidy the
grounds of the Marsden Club, which
provides day programmes and support
for people living with dementia and
related neurological disorders.

This event is great for young people
wanting to complete some community
service hours.

For more information or to join Rotary
visit https:/portal.clubrunner.ca/13113.

NEWS TIPS

Send your tips to herald@wsn.co.nz

Be in to WIN one
of 2 Double Passes
SGCNZ VUW

National Shakespeare
Festival 2026

Public Scene Performances:
Saturday 30 May 9.30 am-5.30 pm
Sunday 31 May 9.00 am-5.00 pm
SGCNZYSC Performance, Competition Prize
Giving & Scene Awards Presentation
Sunday 31 May 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm
St James Theatre Courtenay Place,
Wellington
Bookings at Ticketmaster.co.nz sgcnz.org.nz

TO ENTER:

email your name, phone

number and address to win@wsn.co.nz
* Entries close 25th May 2026

Wellington:

LYCHGATE

FUNERALS

| www.lychgate.co.nz

| DIGNITY, SENSITIVITY AND THE RESPECT
YOUR LOVED ONES DESERVE.

Proud to have served the families of Wellington for

over 135 years, we are committed to providing quality,
personal service with compassion and integrity.

Contact us about pre-planning and pre-payment options.

306 Willis Street

Ph 385 0745
Johnsonville: 7Johnsonville Road
Ph 477 6855
Karori: 89 Karori Road

Ph 476 6472

Local actors in big
celebration

A scene from the Wellington Repertory Theatre’s ‘The Other Boleyn Girl'. Photo: Supplied.

By Frank Neill

Three Karori actors are about
to feature in the Wellington
Repertory Theatre’s centenary
celebration.

Catherine McMechan, Kevin
Hastings and Mark Wilton are
in the cast of “The Other Boleyn
Girl’, a large-scale production
Wellington Repertory is bring-
ing to the stage for their official
centenary celebration, which
will take place over King’s
Birthday weekend.

Based on Philippa Gregory’s
internationally best-selling
novel, “The Other Boleyn Girl’
is a recreation of intrigue at the
Tudor court.

This stage adaptation by Mike
Poulton is a riveting drama of
events that changed the course
of English history.

Henry VIII’s court is a stage
for love and treachery, where the
weapons of choice are sex, mar-
riage and the executioner’s axe.

As Henry’s mistress, Mary
Boleyn is a pawn in her family’s

lust for power. Queen Katherine
of Aragon hasn’t produced a
male heir, and Mary’s ruthless
uncle scents the chance of put-
ting his niece on the throne.

However Henry VIII’s wander-
ing eye has fallen on another:
Mary’s headstrong sister, Anne,
whose ambition not only threat-
ens to destroy her bond with
Mary and their brother George,
but shakes the foundation of
Church and State.

The Director of Wellington
Repertory’s production of “The

Other Boleyn Girl’, Ewen Cole-
man, is also the longest serving
member of Wellington Reper-
tory’s committee.

Ewen has already served 49
years and it is fitting that his
production coincides with the
society’s centenary celebrations.

‘The Other Boleyn Girl” opens
on Wednesday 27 May and
runs to Saturday 6 June at the
Gryphon Theatre, 22 Ghuznee
Street.

Tickets are available at www.
wellingtonrepertory.org.nz.

‘ We Have Moved

Just blinds

Showroom:

405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

e Exciting new fabrics ¢ Wide range of blinds
e Colour consultancy e Installation - Repairs
e 3 year guarantee

FREE measure and quote
Hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm

‘ TRANSFORM YOUR VIEW TODAY

(MAKARA
CEMETERY

| Monthly Bus Service

This private bus service has been
operating for more than 17 years.

and The Wilson Funeral Homes
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Harbour City Funeral Home
(56 Onepu Road, Kilbirnie)
Miramar Lihrary

Newtown lerary
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ad, Karori)
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(142 Rarori Ros

Funeral Home

Harbour City
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Send your tips to
herald@wsn.co.nz
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Music Month at

Throughout May Old St Paul’s will
celebrate New Zealand Music Month with
a series of lunchtime listening sessions
featuring selected 2026 Aotearoa Music
Award-nominated albums played in full.

The series ties in with the theme of this
year’s Music Month — Our Sounds, Our
Spaces — which is aimed at highlighting
unique, local and historic venues across
Aotearoa.

The nationwide theme is designed to cele-
brate local music and the spaces that sustain
it, including heritage sites, community halls
and live music venues.

"What better way to experience some of
New Zealand’s finest contemporary music
than in this beautiful historic setting, cared

Old St Paul’s

Inside Old St Paul’s, which will host performances during Music Month. Photo: Supplied.

(0

for by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taon-
ga," says Old St Paul’s Event Coordinator,
Jane Nye.

"Audiences can enjoy the ambience of this
very special Gothic Revival building as well
as its near-perfect acoustics."

The listening series will be held twice
weekly on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from
midday, with entry by koha.

"These albums deserve to be experienced
as complete works, heard from start to finish
in the unique surroundings of Old St Paul’s,"
Jane says.

Visitors are welcome to drop in for part or
all of each session.

For upcoming albums, follow Old St Paul’s
social media channels for the latest schedule.

Whitby Collegiate

2027 SCHOLARSHIPS

Available for new
Year 7 & 9 students

whitbycollegiate.school.nz/scholarships

Get the Independent Herald
delivered FREE to your inbox.

Your weekly source for local stories, community updates,
and everything happening in your neighbourhood.

Stay connected with the people, places, and events that
shape our community.

The Independent Herald brings you trusted, local journalism
delivered straight to your inbox at no cost.

Subscribe now at:
www.independentherald.co.nz

Hérald
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A section of one of the new mosaic murals at Khandallah School. Photo: Frank Neill.

New Khandallah School murals celebrated

By Frank Neill

Khandallah School celebrated the completion
of its new mosiac murals on 8 May.

The new murals are on the outside of three
planter boxes at the school.

Wellington mosaic artist Rachel Silver
worked with 29 student mosaic artists on the
project, which took four months to complete.

The project began with the students drawing
birds — t01, kaka, kerert, korimako and hihi —
and trees — kowhai, matai and kauri.

These were then made into a collage before

NEWS TIPS

the mosiac pieces were cut out and the mural
was put together, similar to putting together a
jigsaw puzzle, by Rachel and the students.

The 29 students who worked on the project
“were a wonderful group of artists,” Rachel
says.

“They worked really hard, listened really well
and were very enthusiastic.”

The mosiac mural project had its genesis when
Creative in Schools came to an end in 2024.

The school then spoke with Rachel, who was %

interested in working on the project, and the
planning began.

Send your tips to
herald@wsn.co.nz

Renowned guitarist coming

to Wellington

Tommy Emmanuel. Photo: Supplied.

World-renowned guitarist and master
entertainer Tommy Emmanuel, CGP is has
announced what is sure to be an unforget-
table tour of New Zealand in May 2026.

The five-date tour takes in Auckland,
Hamilton, Palmerston North, Wellington
and Christchurch.

He will perform at Wellington’s Opera
House on Friday 22 May.

Tommy is a living legend in the world
of acoustic guitar, celebrated for his jaw-
dropping technique, innovation and bound-
less musicality.

He has enthralled audiences around the
globe with his dazzling fingerstyle perfor-
mances, and now, New Zealand will have
the privilege of witnessing his mastery up
close and personal.

“I feel like the Indiana Jones of the guitar
world,” says the globe-trotting fingerpicker.

“I'm on this wild journey, just making it up
as [ go, and I’'m thrilled that so many people
are having fun joining along with me.”

Inspired in part by his hero, Chet Atkins
(who would later become a friend, mentor,
and collaborator), Tommy stepped out on
his own as a solo artist in 1979.

In the decades that followed, he would
go on to headline everywhere from the
Sydney Opera House to Carnegie Hall; tour
with luminaries like Eric Clapton and John
Denver; win a Grammy Award for Best
Instrumental Arrangement; perform for a
televised audience of more than two billion
at the Sydney Olympics; and collaborate
with a who’s who of fellow guitar greats.

‘e »

Mosaic artist Rachel Silver and some of the artists who worked on the project beside one
the three murals they created. Photo: Frank Neill.

Space design Competltlon

Students are being invited to put their
creativity into orbit with Patch to the Future,
a national competition encouraging years 1
to 8 students to design a bold, space themed
“mission patch” as the New Zealand Space
Agency marks its 10-year milestone.

From real world space missions to science
stories and space adventures in books and
films, many young New Zealanders are
already curious about what’s happening
beyond Earth.

Patch to the Future gives them a chance
to channel that excitement into a creative
challenge focused on ideas, imagination and
looking to the future.

“As the New Zealand Space Agency marks
its 10th year anniversary, it’s a great moment
to invite kids to share their ideas about space,
science and the future, and help shape the
space story of New Zealand,” says Dr Jess
Dallas, Manager of Space Policy and Sector
Development at the New Zealand Space
Agency.

“Mission patches are the small, circular
designs you’ll often see on space mission
uniforms. They’re a symbolic way to show
what a mission is about.

“We thought inviting kids to design their
own would be a great way to see how they
imagine New Zealand’s place in space.”

Entries can be hand drawn or digitally
created, and designs should be big, bold and
original. Use of generative Al tools is not
permitted.

One winning design will be selected from

each of the three year-group categories
(Years 1-3, Years 4—6, and Years 7-8), with
each category winner receiving a certificate
of recognition.

One overall winner will then be selected
from the category winners.

The competition closes on 5 June.

For more information, students should talk
with their teachers or visit Patch to the Future
www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/
space/about-nzsa/celebrating-10-years-of-
new-zealands-space-sector.
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and Cabaret
Together CASING

Porirua City Brass is betting big this July with Casino
Royale — a glitzy cabaret packed with charm, music
and more than a few surprises.

Taking centre stage alongside the band’s top brass
is actor Mike Bryant and local singers and dancers,
under the creative direction of Letitia Garrett, known
best for acting and directing with the Wellington
Footlights.

“We have such a great cast of awesome performers
who know how to put on a show and absolutely love
it,” Letitia says.

The story follows Jack Potts, the owner of a once
thriving casino, now fighting survival following the
pandemic and a myriad of other misfortunes and bad
decisions. Watch him and the talented cast reminisce
about the once glamorous casino lifestyle through
music from the 1920s to the present day.

You will be entertained, not just by the ) A
Performgnce, but also delicious drinks, food and 7;':(;::1;}' July 2026 |
games of chance. - . Buy tickets at humaﬁ’ltlx com

This show is just one gamble Porirua City Brass will
be taking over the next year. For the first time since
1975, the band is traveling overseas to compete in the
Australian Brass Band Championships.

Edrick Child, band Chair (and 007 enthusiast) says
prepare to be shaken, not stirred by this performance.

“It's not often that we combine with local theatre.
These actors will bring vibrancy, stage presence and

Eleztz?zz making it unlike any other show we've done F LYI N G W ITH A N G E LS TO U R

Get ready to don your glad rags in July. Porirua City
Brass can’t wait to see you there”
Linden Community Centre
9-11 July Y
Tickets available at humanitix.com . ™ ¢ hé
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FEE THOMPSON
STUDIO/GALLERY
Artist in Residence is
open Tues—Fri 9.00am-
3.30, Sat 9.00am-2.00pm
Local artists: Paint-
ings, glas %Lulptme
jewellery, ceramics, gifts.
55A Ottawa Rd, Ngaio,
Wellington

Ph: 027 355 2259
www.feethompson.com

PORTRAIT CLUB
WELLINGTON
The Portrait Club
meets on Sunday
nights (aside from
public holidays) from
7pm at the Karori Arts
Crafts Centre.

ST ANDREW’S
LIFE DRAWING
Life Art Class 5.30-
7.15pm Wednesdays,
Untutored. St Andrew’s
on The Terrace.
Entrance lane at right
of church. $15.00
waged / $9 unwaged.
Or if'you bring a friend
it’s $8 each..

JACKY PEARSON
atercolour tutor is
inviting beginners or
intermediate painters
to term 2, 3 and 4
terms of watercolour
classes at the Hutt
Art Society on a
Thursday afternoon or
evening plus on Zoom
on a wednesday, all
fortnightly. Step by
step instruction. Www.
jackypearson.co.nz

Call Martin on
027 604 7329
Email:

apdce1
@outlook.com
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Top paedriatric therapy
comes to Wellmgton

Wellington families will soon have
access to world-class paediatric ther-
apy services, as Centre of Movement
announces a limited-time pop-up
clinic bringing the Trexo robotic
walker and intensive therapy to the
capital.

This is currently the only clinic in
the Southern Hemisphere offering this
technology for children with mobility
challenges.

For local boy Raika and his family,
the clinic marks a groundbreaking and
emotional turning point.

Living with hypoxic-ischaemic
encephalopathy (HIE) and cerebral
palsy (CP), Raika has spent much of
his young life travelling away from
home to access the specialised therapy
he needs.

Until now, that has meant regular
trips to Rotorua, an exhausting and

ROYAL
ALBATROSS
CENTRE

www.albatross.org.nz

Visit the world’s only mainland
Royal Albatross Colony and see
the fully restored Armstrong

Disappearing Gun from 1886.

ROYAL "!

ALBATROSS

CENTRE

'3

OTAGO PENINSULA - see you there!

GIFT SHOP ' CAFE

TOURS

often challenging journey for the
whole family.

“This is the first time we don’t have
to leave our home to give Raika these
opportunities,” his mother, Letava,
shares.

“It’s hard to explain how much that
means to us.

“Having the Centre of Movement
come to Wellington means the whole
family can attend and see Raika in the

o

Raika on the swing with his mother Letava. Photo: Supplied.

trexo in person and not through
video recordings.”

The pop-up clinic will deliver
intensive therapy programmes
designed to support children with
neurological and developmental
conditions, led by a highly skilled
multidisciplinary team made
up of Occupational Therapists,
Physiotherapists and Exercise
Physiologists.

The team will be offering thera-
pies such as Dynamic Movement
Intervention (DMI), Universal
Exercise Unit (Spider Cage),
Task-Specific Electrical Stimula-
tion (TASES), the Trexo robotic
walker, and a range of other spe-
cialised services tailored to each
child’s goals and function.

Raika is especially excited to
experience the Trexo robotic
walker, an advanced device that
supports assisted walking and
mobility training, opening up new
possibilities for independence and
development.

Centre of Movement says the
opportunity to bring these services
directly to communities like Wel-
lington is a major driver behind its
outreach work.

“We absolutely love delivering
these pop-up clinics,” Centre of
Movement Exercise Physiologist
Sam Baxter says.

“Being able to reach communi-
ties and families who may not
have otherwise been able to access
our services is exactly why we do
what we do.

“It’s incredibly rewarding to ex-
pand our community here in New
Zealand, helping families connect,
support each other, and feel like
they’re not on this journey alone.”

Sam highlights the clinical sig-

nificance of the Trexo technology
and the opportunities it creates for
children.

“The Trexo is a wearable robotic
gait trainer that attaches to a child’s
legs and torso, helping guide
them through a natural walking
pattern,” he/she explains.

“It allows us to deliver consistent,
repetitive gait training in a way
that simply isn’t possible to repli-
cate manually, which is incredibly
important for building strength,
co-ordination, and establishing
those new neural pathways.”

Sam says the impact can be
profound, both physically and
emotionally.

“For some children and their
families, this is the very first time
they get to experience walking.
“That moment is incredibly pow-
erful, not just for the child, but for
their families as well. It’s exciting,
it’s emotional, and it opens up a
whole new world of possibilities
using advanced, evidence-based
technology.”

For Raika’s family, this moment
is about more than just one child.

“We know we’re not the only
ones who've had to travel for this
kind of care,” Letava says.

“Having it here in Wellington
means other families won’t have to
go through what we have. It gives
our whole community something
we've been missing.” For Raika
and families like his, it’s a step
closer to a future where opportu-
nity isn’t limited by location. The
Wellington pop-up will run from
1 to 19 June.

More information is on the
Centre of Movement’s Facebook
page adn the Wellington pop-up
post is dated 22 April.

Our community.
Our stories.
“%,  Our voice.
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JEWELLERY, COINS, WAR MEDALS,
OLD BANKNOTES AND VINTAGE WATCHES

DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THE ABOVE?

GETTING OLDER? NEED TO START GETTING RID OF THINGS?
THEN ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS...

Shouldn’t | be selling now at these extremely high gold and silver prices?

Isn’t money better off in my pocket rather than having things sitting around?

Will the kids or grandchildren really want or appreciate them?

Shall | give them the items or give them the money instead?

Will a museum really want them considering how much they already have in storage?
Will they be secure in an earthquake or other disaster?

Do | have the expertise or inclination to try and sell them myself on the internet?

YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS - WE WANT TO BUY - SO CASH IN NOW!

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LIMITED

LEVEL 1, HARCOURT'S BUILDING
215 MAIN ROAD, TAWA
WELLINGTON 5028

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE — AMPLE FREE STREET PARKING
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Local hlstory Why Turkey?

By Felicity Wong

Reminders of New Zealanders
fighting at Gallipoli in Turkey are
plentiful at the large service persons
site at Karori Cemetery and numer-
ous suburban memorials such as
inside the Ngaio Town Hall.

Some people ask “why were we
fighting in Turkey? What right did
we have to invade their country in
1915?"

Historian Damien Fenton gave a
fascinating talk at the Onslow His-
torical Society recalling the history
of why the ANZACs were there and
who they were fighting.

Fenton said that New Zealanders
“should not be surprised” that the
Ottomans had sided with Germany
in the First World War (1914-18).”

They were a European great power
that had “made their decision to enter
the war independently”.

“The British Empire was not the
aggressor," he recalled.

Although the Turkish people were
part of the Ottoman Empire, its army
incorporated many other ethnicities,
including Arab and other peoples
from across the middle east.

At the time, the term “Turks” was
loosely applied to many peoples who
inhabited the large swathe of Otto-
man Empire lands stretching from
Palestine to Anatolia, an area which
was once the ancient Roman-Byzan-
tine Empire.

The ethnic roots of modern Turkish
people lay in Central Asia, (pushed
out by the Mongols).

A succession of strong, smart
Ottoman rulers had controlled Con-
stantinople — “New Rome” (now
called Istanbul).

Over centuries the Ottoman Empire
had extended its borders throughout
Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary and south-
ern Italy.

Sofia, Bucharest, Belgrade and
Athens were all European cities that
had at one time been conquered and
ruled by the Ottoman Empire.

Its permanent, professional army
had pressed on to lay siege to Vienna
until it was halted by Polish and other
forces, and eventually driven back by
the Balkan League.

In a nutshell, the Ottoman admin-
istration was itselfa “European great
power”.

One with a long “history” with the
other European great powers.

Turning to events closer to WW1,
the Ottomans had a series of wars
with Russia, Austria, Italy and other
neighbours.

TELL ME YOUR

STORIES

heritage memories - forever!

I'll interview your elderly family members
and produce a heritage CD preserving

Rob Webb

Oral historian

021 844 965

A war with Bulgarla lost 250,000
men and resulted in a bitter and
humiliating defeat.

There were also appalling activities
being conducted against local civilian
populations.

The Ottoman rulers wanted “Turki-
fication” of its population with na-
tionalism and pan Turkic efforts in
Central Asia.

When the modern state of “Turkey”
was emerging from the Islamic
“Caliphate” of the Ottoman Empire,
it attempted a programme of mod-
ernisation, including giving rights
to women.

The army had very close links with
the German army which had been
helping it to modernise.

Person to person links with the
German military were strong.

Although the Turkish Prime Min-
ister was in favour of “neutrality”,
domestic political forces engineered
an inevitable entry into the existing
European war.

The pro war faction had essentially
won, and in October 1914 the navy
launched a surprise attack on Russian
ships in Black Sea ports.

It was “a mini Pearl Harbour” Fen-
ton said (referring to Japan’s sinking
of the American fleet in Hawaii in
WW2).

The series of wars between the
Ottomans and Russia guaranteed
war with Russia, already at war with
Germany.

One million Ottoman reservist
soldiers were mobilised three days
before the British declaration of
war.

They came from a multi-ethnic area
of some 22 million people of which
12 million were Turkish.

Five days later Britain “requisi-
tioned” two Ottoman warships being
built in the United Kingdom.

Turkey felt they were being stolen,
and Germany then transferred its
ships and 500 of its forces to the
“neutral” Ottoman Navy.

A large Ottoman force of 128,000
invaded and attacked Russia.

Britain then blockaded the Dar-
danelle strait, attempting to stop
German ships from using the narrow
passage to the Black Sea (adjacent
to Istanbul). The Ottoman/German
forces continued to control the strait
from their land based military po-
sitions.

ANZAC forces, Britain's allies,
were sent in to disable the land based
control at the entry to the strait.

The rest is history.

The ANZACs were defeated and
withdrawn and a long and
appalling war unfolded.

For the Ottomans, Fenton
said, “it was a war of their
own making”.

The Ottomans were to lose
300,000 casualties.

Memorials to ANZACs,
who were at war with the
Ottoman Empire not the
Turkish people, dot our con-
temporary landscape and
historic community halls and
monuments form part of New
Zealand’s cultural heritage.

“History”, it is said is “90%
geography and 10% common
sense”. Current events un-
folding in the Middle East,
Fenton said, were giving him
an eerie sense of recall.

e

Barbara Mulligan sharmg stories of ANZAC soldiers at Karori Cemetery on ANZAC Day. Photo: Supplied.
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Collaborating Centres for stronger scientific collaboration

The World Health Organization (WHO)
recently convened the historic first
Global Forum of Collaborating Centres
— one of the world’s largest and most
diverse public health networks — bringing
together representatives from over 800
institutions designated as WHO Collab-
orating Centres (CCs) across more than
80 countries.

At the meeting, scientists highlighted
the health threats emerging in today’s
fragmented world—challenges that not
only create an urgent need for action but
also open new opportunities to mobilize
efforts toward better health solutions.
The Forum concluded today with a
renewed sense of commitment across
the broad network, moving beyond rigid
scientific projects toward more dynamic
and integrated partnerships.

Rooted in one of WHO’s core consti-
tutional functions, the Collaborating
Centres network has enhanced the
Organization’s scientific foundations
since its earliest years. In 1949, the
Second World Health Assembly af-

firmed that WHO should advance
health research not by creating its
own institutions, but by coordinating,
supporting, and leveraging existing
expertise across the world.

Over the past 77 years, the WHO
CC network has expanded to include
many of the world’s leading public
health, academic, research, and tech-
nical institutions. Today, it remains a
powerful asset— strengthening WHO’s
global norms and standards, supporting
innovation, collaborative research
and capacity building—helping turn
scientific knowledge into life-saving
action worldwide.

“WHO’s network of collaborating
centres is an immensely valuable but
under-utilized resource for global
health,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General.
“It brings together the world’s leading
institutions to translate evidence into
action to support countries, strengthen
health systems, and protect popu-
lations. Collaborating centres are a

Cherries — helping support heart health

and joint mobility

Diet plays a huge role in our health
with foods that offer specific health
benefits referred to as functional foods.
Cherryvite’s Montmorency tart cherries
is one such food.

As one of nature’s richest sources of
antioxidants and queritrin, it helps to fight
your body’s free radicals, and support
heart health and joint mobility, reduce
stress and enable a better night’s sleep.

Montmorency tart cherries are
warmed and pressed to remove the
cherry juice. Cherry juice is con-
centrated to 68° Brix by removing
water. Cherryvite products contain no
additives, preservatives or colouring

agents and are 100% natural.

Tart cherry juice concentrate can be
reconstituted into a single-strength
beverage.

PROSTATE
CANCER
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If you or a loved one are living with a prostate cancer diagnosis

and treatment, there is an established support network in
Wellington ready to help you navigate your journey.

Contact: Graeme Coutts & Bill Guthrie
Mobile: 022 674 7832 / 027 247 5427
Email: lowerhutt@prostate.org.nz

Seeking advice or information, or just someone to listen.
We are here to help, we understand, we’ve been there too.

For more information call

0800 477 678

SUPPORT

Organised by the Prostate Cancer Foundation of NZ
www.prostate.org.nz

powerful demonstration of international
cooperation, and what it means to stand
with science.”

The Global Forum leverages the mo-
mentum and is aligned with the interna-
tional One Health Summit, which gathers
leaders from across human, animal, and
environmental health disciplines.

WHO is also expanding its global
community of CCs to confront emerging
health threats with greater strength and
unity. A key initiative is the creation of
the CORC (Collaborative Open Research
Consortia)—networks of leading research
institutions that bring together thousands
of scientists worldwide.

Their mission is bold and essential: to
accelerate the development of vaccines,
diagnostics, and treatments for Disease
X — the unknown pathogen that could
spark the next pandemic. By joining
forces, the networks aim to build the
scientific readiness the world will rely on
when that moment comes.

The Global Forum participants empha-
sized that strong international coopera-
tion remains essential, particularly amid
reductions in global health financing.
Coordinated global responses, collective
investment and collaboration are critical
in preventing local health crises from
becoming global emergencies.

Kiwis helping other Kiwis beat

prostate cancer

The Prostate Cancer Foundation of New
Zealand - Te Kahui Mate Pukupuku Repe
Tatea o Aotearoa Manatopt, (PCFNZ)
provides vital support, education and
information to individuals, their families
and whanau across Aotearoa New Zea-
land affected by prostate cancer.

PCFNZ provides a comprehensive
portfolio of free in-person and remote
support services to help those living with

prostate cancer, at any stage of diagnosis,
treatment and survivorship.

PCFNZ is also dedicated to reducing the
impact of prostate cancer through raising
awareness, funding NZ-based research
and advocating for improved standards of
care and investing in research that raises
the understanding of prostate cancer and
its effects on men, their families and our
communities.

Hand and wrist therapy

Hand Therapists use splinting, casting
and taping to support and protect injured
hands, wrists and elbows.

Exercises are used to regain range of mo-
tion, improve strength and reduce sensitivity.

Hands on treatment and education help
you know what you’ve injured, what you

NZ Original Tart
cherry Supports...

« Better Sleep

* Reduced joint
and muscle pain

* Reduced stress
levels

* Natural recovery
from sports &

‘, training
5 1 BW . s lIncreased joint
o lllul_\er mobility

* Healthy uric acid
balance in joints

2
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0800 762 267

www.cherryvite.conz (he rryv it e

should do and what you should avoid to
get back to your normal tasks as quick as
possible.

Let us help you get back to doing
what you love after injury to your hand,
wrist or elbow. Phone 04 237-0229
www.handwristandelbow.co.nz

HAND
WRIST &

ELBOW

New hand therapy clinic
NOW OPEN IN PORIRUA

Ground floor City Fitness Building
No charge for ACC claims

Open 6 days a week

Book online from our website

Alison Derbyshire is a New Zealand
Registered Hand Therapist with
24 years of experience treating hand,
wrist and elbow conditions.

04 237 0229

1 Walton Leigh Avenue, Porirua
www.handwristandelbow.co.nz

TO ADVERTISE

ConNTACT STEVE@WSN.CO.NZ
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New book about justice

A new book about crime and
punishment, and how it may be
different in future, was published
on 11 May.

Entitled ‘The Valley’ it is the
debut book by Wellington writer
and lawyer Asher Emanuel.

The book follows three men —two
facing criminal charges, and their
legal aid lawyer — through the
New Zealand courts and prison,
hospital, rehab, boarding houses
and welfare offices.

Asher named the book ‘The
Valley’ as the two men facing
the charges both lived in the Hutt
Valley.

“I think it is of particular rele-
vance to people in the ‘Independent
Herald’ area because it is about
people nearby.

“It takes place in our part of the
country,” Asher says.

Set in late 2020, it draws on over
two years of field work: court hear-
ings, prison visits and hundreds of
hours of recorded interviews.

Told largely in verbatim dialogue,
it traces the collision between the
justice system and the wider land-
scape of housing insecurity, mental

1 / .
Asher Emanuel, author of ‘The
Valley’. Photo: Supplied.

health, addiction and economic
hardship.

Emanuel came to the book as
a former judges' clerk who later
reported on justice issues as a
journalist.

“I wanted to cover the kind of
cases that go unreported,” he says,
“and to surface the knowledge that
is unremarkable to those familiar
with the criminal justice system,

but obscure to anyone who isn't.”

The stories at the heart of the
book, he writes, “are not the stories
of crime and punishment that make
headlines.

“But they are essential to under-
standing the reality of the criminal
justice system in New Zealand as
well as how it might one day be
different.”

This up-close and personal ac-
count brings the realities of the New
Zealand criminal justice system to
life through the voices of those who
experience it first-hand.

Soon after the launch of ‘The
Valley’, Asher and publisher Bridget
Williams Books will celebrate its
publication at a BWB Talk.

The talk will be held at St An-
drew’s Hall, 30 The Terrace, on
Wednesday 27 May. The doors will
open at 5:30pm for a 6pm start.

Rebecca Macfie, best know for her
book on the Pike River Mine disas-
ter, will chair the session and legal
academic and former prosecutor
Yasmin Olsen and Asher will speak.

Right: The cover of the new book
‘The Valley'.

THE VALLEY

Crime and
Punishment
inaNew
Zealand City

ASHER
EMANUEL

More Pink Ribbon Breakfasts needed

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ
urgently needs more Wellingtoni-
ans to get involved in Pink Ribbon
Breakfasts.

Throughout the month of May,
and even into June, Pink Ribbon
Breakfasts are held around the
country to raise funds for breast
cancer education, research and
patient support services.

These programmes play a crucial
role in improving outcomes for
Kiwis affected by breast cancer,
from early detection initiatives to
practical and emotional support for
patients and their families.

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ
doesn’t receive any government
funding and relies entirely on

the generosity of kind-hearted
individuals and communities to
sustain its work.

Without continued support, essen-
tial programmes that thousands of
New Zealanders depend on each
year could be at risk.

“Breast cancer doesn’t stop during
tough times and as a community,
neither can we,” says the Foun-
dation’s chief executive, Ah-Leen
Rayner.

“Each year, around 390 women
across the Wellington region are
diagnosed with breast cancer,
and Pink Ribbon Breakfasts help
fund vital support, research and
education.

“Without enough hosts, we risk

Celebrated rocker coming to Wellington

Celebrated US alt-rocker Suzanne
Vega is returning to New Zealand
for a three-date tour in September.

One of the foremost songwriters
of her generation, she will perform
at St James Theatre on Sunday,
September 6.

Suzanne will perform a ca-
reer-spanning show including fa-
vourites such as ‘“Tom’s Diner’,
‘Luka’, ‘Marlena On The Wall’ and
many more, including songs from
her latest album FLYING WITH
ANGELS, which was released in
May 2025 to critical acclaim.

She will be joined on stage by her
long-time guitarist Gerry Leonard
(of David Bowie fame) and cellist
Stephanie Winters.

The media has heaped praise
upon FLYING WITH ANGELS,
with Rolling Stone proclaiming,
“Four decades after her new-waif
debut, Suzanne Vega retains her
knack for lucid reflections and crisp
music to match ... Her voice remains
both knowing and observant,” and
naming it one of 2025’s best albums.

Stereogum observes, “Veteran
Alt-rocker Suzanne Vega is still

Suzanne Vega. Photo: Ebry Yildiz.

making great music ... It’s not an
exaggeration to call her a straight-
up legend.”

Finding Connecticut called a
recent performance “nothing short
of mesmerizing, weaving tales
through her soulful songs in a
cozy setting that allowed for a deep
connection with the audience”,
while Patch declared, “Suzanne
Vega wove a spell of light and
shadow, blending classics and new
material with intimate stories for a
memorable night”.

losing millions of dollars to invest
in programmes that save lives.

“There’s still time to get involved,
rally your community and be part of
something that truly matters.

“Whether it’s a morning tea at
work, brunch with friends, or a
large community event, every gath-
ering helps ensure we can continue
supporting Kiwis affected by breast
cancer,” Ah-Leen adds.

For more information and to regis-
ter to host a Pink Ribbon Breakfast,
visit pinkribbonbreakfast.co.nz.

Once registered, people will
be sent a free host kit with ide-
as and resources to get them
started. Registrations close on 31
May.

=
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A scene from a past Pink Ribbon Breakfast. Photo: Supplied.

Pink Shirt Day tomorrow

Pink Shirt Day takes place tomor-
row, Friday 15 May.

Pink Shirt Day is about working
together to stop bullying by cel-
ebrating diversity and promoting
kindness and inclusiveness.

It’s about creating a community
where all people feel safe, valued
and respected, regardless of gender
identity, sexual orientation, age,
ability, religion or cultural back-
ground.

The Mental Health Foundation
of New Zealand (MHF) has run
Pink Shirt Day in Aotearoa since
2012, with Cotton On Founda-
tion joining as major sponsor in
2019.

The campaign theme, “Korero
Mai, Korero Atu, Mauri TG, Mauri
Ora — Speak Up, Stand Together,
Stop Bullying”, serves as a pow-
erful call to action for schools,
workplaces and communities
across the motu to spread kindness
and take a stand against bullying.

Studies show that people who are
bullied are more likely to experi-

ence poor mental health, including
experiences such as depression,
anxiety and suicidal thoughts.

“Pink Shirt Day is about more
than just wearing a colour; it is
about the power of coming together
to end bullying, harassment and
discrimination in Aotearoa,” says
Shaun Robinson, chief executive
of the MHF.

“With New Zealand still facing
the third highest rate of school bul-
lying in the OECD, and where one
in five workers have experienced
bullying behaviour over the past 12
months, the visibility and support
of this campaign is critical.

“When we lead with kindness we
strengthen mental wellbeing and
build environments where bullying
can’t thrive,” Shaun says.

The impact of this movement is
measurable.

Since 2021, more than 277,000
Cotton On Pink Shirt Day t-shirts
have been sold across Aotearoa,
each one acting as a visible beacon
against bullying.

With 100% of net proceeds from
Pink Shirt Day merchandise going
directly to the MHF, the funds
help power vital programmes that
lift mental wellbeing in schools,
workplaces and communities.

Since the partnership between
the MHF and Cotton On began
in 2019, the total raised through
sales and in-store donations has
surpassed $3,801,000, helping fuel
the Upstander movement, which is
rooted in the fact that more than
half of bullying situations stop
when a peer intervenes.

Elephant Publicity is also a sup-
porter of the initiative.

Pink Shirt Day started in Canada
in 2007 after two students stood
up for another student who expe-
rienced homophobic bullying for
wearing pink.

The next day, hundreds of stu-
dents wore pink to stand in soli-
darity with him.

Pink Shirt Day is now celebrated
annually in more than 180 coun-
tries around the globe.
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Science, history and music at libraries

Wellington City Libraries, in asso-
ciation with The Cuba Press, hosts
a conversation between science
communicator turned homeopath
Vanessa Young, and author Kristen
Phillips.

Entitled ‘The Reluctant Homeo-
path’ it will be held at Te Matapihi
ki te Ao Nui on Thursday 21 May
from 5:30pm to 6:30pm,

Vanessa draws on decades of work
to provide insight into how she has
reconciled parts of herself that are
seemingly at odds, and how to do
this when she needed to reframe
everything she understood to be
certain.

Her journey, told with empathy and
supported by experience, yields an
unexpected science story.

Leslie Adkin: local history discus-
sion will take place at Te Matapihi
ki te Ao Nui on Wednesday 20 May
from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.

Join Wellington City Libraries’
local and New Zealand history
specialist Gabor Toth as he discusses
the book ‘Leslie Adkin: Farmer
Photographer’ with author and Te
Papa Curator of Photography Athol
McCredie.

This free talk will explore in detail
the rich history of the Wellington
region in the early 1900s, and the
lives that Adkin captured in his

LOCAL TRADES

remarkable photographs.

Leslie Adkin (1888-1964) was a
Levin farmer, photographer, geol-
ogist, ethnologist and explorer, a
gifted amateur and renaissance man,
who used photography to document
his scholarly interests, farming
activities and family life.

His much loved and exceptionally
beautiful photographs taken between
1900 and the 1930s are a highlight
of Te Papa’s historical photography
collection, and an exhibition of these
photographs is currently on display.

Athol McCredie has worked at Te
Papa since 2001.

He has been involved with pho-
tography as a researcher, curator and
photographer since the 1970s.

His publications include ‘Brian
Brake: Lens on the World’ (2010),
‘New Zealand Photography Collect-
ed’ (2015), ‘The New Photography:
New Zealand’s first generation of
documentary photographers’ (2019),
‘Leslie Adkin: Farmer Photogra-
pher’ (2024), shortlisted for New
Zealand’s national book awards,
and ‘New Zealand Photography
Collected: 175 Years of Photography
in Aotearoa’.

A New Zealand Music Month
event, ‘Ciaconna’ with Corrina and
Katrin, will be held at Te Takapt o
Patukawenga Tawa (Mervyn Kemp)

TRUST A LOCAL

Phone BRENDA today on 021 640 152 or email brenda@wsn.co.nz

BUILDERS ADVERTISING
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* high-quality work

- we get results!

Book yours with
BRENDA
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Library on Saturday 16 May from
11am to 11:30am.

Corrina (cello) and Katrin (re-
corders) explore the world of the
chaconne (Italian “ciaconna”),
an 18th century stately dance,
popularised by J S Bach.

Try the Independent Herald

¢ licensed building practitioners

Our services include home renovations, alterations,
kitchens, bathrooms, maintenance and repairs.
No job is too small.

Ph: 04 390 1351

www.citybuilders.co.nz

PAINTER BLOCKED DRAINS

Gralham's Paintars

Exterior / Interior
Experienced tradesmen and large team

Autumn is here!!!

Now is the time to get your
House Exterior painted

Available for Interior work too.

~ Pensioner Discounts ~

Email: grahamspaintersnz@gmail.com
www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph {04) 564 9202 or 021 183 9492

today on 021 640 152

or email at
brenda@wsn.co.nz
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CARPET & VINYL

CARPET & VINYL

SALE:"

For A No Obligation FREE
MEASURE & QUOTE
7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington

Ph: (04) 388 7969
E: dmcarpets@gmail.com

Mood music with Sam and Neil
will take place at Waitohi John-
sonville Library on Thursday 21
May from 3:30pm to 4pm.

Enjoy a soundscape of music
with Sam on electric guitar and
Neil on synth deluge. Close your

L W

eyes and allow the music to en-
velop you.

There will be time for questions
and discussion after the perfor-
mance.

Nau mai ra tatou katoa. Every-
one is welcome.

PLUMBING

CRAFTSMAN
PLUMBER

Certified Plumber and Drainlayer
Graham Plumbing & Drainage Ltd

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and
Spouting. Blocked drains. Burst pipes.
Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.
Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409
Email: jokagraham3@gmail.com

44236

"Great communication for work
completed with replacing our
guttering, & drainage for a new
soak pit. Very satisfied with the
work completed thanks."

-Robert
" Drain Re-Laying CCTV Inspection
. Drain Maintenance & Repairs Soak Pits
Blocked Drains 1 New Builds

Call Now 027 844 6899 | www.doubledzdrainage.com
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Use rail more to move freight

Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC) strongly supports the Minister for
Rail’s call for increased use of rail to move
freight during the current fuel supply crisis,
particularly for heavy bulk goods such as
logs.

Rail freight consumes significantly less
diesel than road freight, GWRC Chair Daran
Ponter says.

“On average, moving goods by rail is nearly
four times more fuel efficient than moving
by road.

“In a fuel crisis, that efficiency really mat-
ters,” Cr Ponter says.

“There is no question rail is essential
national infrastructure.

“When we use rail for heavy and bulk
freight, we reduce pressure on limited fuel
supplies and keep goods flowing to where
they’re needed most,” Cr Ponter says.

Using rail instead of road also protects New
Zealanders from avoidable costs.

“Heavy freight causes disproportionate
damage to our roading network.

“That leads to earlier and more expensive
repairs, paid for by taxpayers and ratepayers.
Shifting more freight to rail reduces that
damage and lowers long-term maintenance
costs,” Cr Ponter says.

The wide-ranging benefits of rail extend
well beyond the current fuel challenge.

The Benefit of Rail to New Zealand, a
report released by the Australasian Railway
Association, estimates rail delivers $3.3 bil-
lion in benefits every year to New Zealanders,
including reduced congestion by taking cars
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you can publish up to 25 words.

No AGMS, sporting notices or special
meetings. Community Notices must
be pre-paid.
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Union Church, corner Crofton Road
and Kenya Street.
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Greater Wellington Regional Council Chair
Daran Ponter. Photo: Supplied.

and trucks off our roads, lower greenhouse
gas emissions and air pollution, improved
road safety, with fewer injuries and fatalities,
lower road maintenance costs for taxpayers
and ratepayers, fuel savings and a contribution
of $1 billion to GDP.

“These benefits only grow as investment con-
tinues into the rail network,” Cr Ponter says.

“With significant government funding
supporting rail upgrades, the opportunity is
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there to move more freight and passengers

" efficiently, safely and sustainably.”

The current fuel pressures highlight why
long-term shifts toward both freight and
passenger rail are not just environmentally
responsible, but economically smart and
essential to national resilience.

Greater Wellington has also asked the
Government to prioritise passenger rail
services during the fuel crisis, recognising
the role rail plays in keeping people moving
when fuel availability is uncertain.

“Passenger rail is critical to maintaining
access to jobs, education, health services, and
essential activities.

“Prioritising passenger services reduces
pressure on fuel supplies, keeps congestion
down and supports those who rely on public
transport most during times of disruption.

“Rail helps keep New Zealand moving
when conditions are toughest. That’s some-
thing worth backing —now and into the future
and whether there is a fuel crisis or not,” Cr
Ponter says.

Local people should
decide the future

The Wellington Mayoral Forum met at
Silverstream on 8 May to continue discussions
about options for regional governance reform.

The forum also considered the central gov-
ernment’s announcement about a three-month
window to put forward ‘fast track’ proposals.

“Mayors continued our frank and construc-
tive discussions. No final decisions were
made,” Mayoral Forum Chair and Wellington
Mayor Andrew Little says.

“We’ve been working since November to
respond to the central government’s ‘Simpli-
fying Local Government’ policy.

“The new three-month deadline has compli-
cated that work, but the bottom line remains
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that local people should decide the future of
their local governments,” Mayor Little said.

“The appropriate next step is to report back
to our respective councils,” Deputy Forum
Chair and South Wairarapa Mayor Dame
Fran Wilde says.

“That’s the right process to ensure all
councillors get to fully participate in leading
the conversations we’ll keep having as local
communities,” Dame Fran adds.

The Wellington Mayoral Forum is made up
of the mayors of Wellington City, Hutt City,
Upper Hutt City, Porirua City, Kapiti Coast
District, South Wairarapa District, Carterton
and Masterton, as well as the Chair of Greater
Wellington Regional Council.

At last year’s local body elections voters in
Hutt City and Porirua City voted to explore
the possibility of amalgamation.
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Norths on the wrong side
of Cup thrlller

By Hamish Wareham

After having a Chatham Cup preliminary
fixture on ANZAC day Monday, in which
North Wellington beat Wellington United
5-0 at Newtown Park, a round one cup fixture
was drawn versus Tawa at Alex Moore Park
in a fortnight's time.

With the draw structured the way it was,
that meant that the two sides would play each
other in consecutive weeks.

Tawa won their maiden encounter 3-2
at Redwood Park, helped by a fast start
scoring three goals in the first 20 minutes.
But surviving a late North Wellington fight
as two goals in as many minutes made it a
nervy last 10 minutes for Tawa.

For the second week running it was Sam
Staunton who opened the scoring for Tawa,
this time latching onto the end of a low
cross from Harry Findlay and finishing
into the corner past goalkeeper Cameron
Maung-Maung.

A clever assist saw Jerram Tuck equalize
for North Wellington just four minutes later,
however a goal worthy of the highest order
from Staunton, smashing a strike into where
the cobwebs live in the top right corner of
the goal, sent Tawa into halftime 2-1 ahead.

Lachie Macgregor equalized for North’s
eight minutes into the second half, before
Nate Brosnahan, recently returned from a

trip to Singapore, assisted Staunton’s third
goal put Tawa back ahead within the blink
of an eye.

A free kick on the edge of the box is always
dangerous with a player like Miles Woodhall
on the opposing team and that’s exactly what
the young North Wellington captain did,
striking the post from his set-piece before it
was bundled over the line by Sidney Sharp-
Judge tying the game up in the 63rd minute.

Brosnahan would have the final say against
the club he used to call home for a number
of years, after Tawa substitute Ethan Phelan
drove into the box and was adjudged to
have been fouled by referee Dan Shaw who
awarded a penalty to the visitors.

Nate stepped up and rolled the penalty
down the middle while Cameron dived to his
left. Despite North Wellington having what
looked like a strong penalty appeal turned
down for handball later on, they were unable
to find another equaliser and were eliminated
from the Chatham Cup in a thrilling 4-3
defeat to Tawa AFC.

Waterside Karori men’s side travelled to
Park Island on Sunday to do battle with an
unbeaten side for the second week in a row,
this time being Napier City Rovers.

Three first half and two second half goals
unfortunately spelled a sixth defeat of the
Central League season, with Napier Rovers
winning 5-0.

Johnsonville

Hawks

crush Avalon Wolves

By Frank Neill

The Johnsonville Hawks Rugby team
crushed the Avalon Wolves 43-7 at Fraser
Park on 9 May.

The Hawks ran in seven tries in the match,
five of them scored by two players.

Left wing Jacob Kennedy secured a hat
trick and second five eight Jacob Walmsley
dotted down twice.

Jacob Kennedy’s three tries lifted his total
for the season to eight, and he is one of three
players leading the try scoring table for

2026 to date. Paremata-Plimmerton’s Louis
Northcott and Hutt Old Boys Marist’s Rupeni
Raviyawa have also scored eight tries.
Right wing Ngahau Teepa and prop Hayden
Kuresa also scored tries for the Hawks.
The fullback, Kayd Parata, converted four
of the tries in the one-sided encounter.
Johnsonville’s next match sees them play
Tawa, who currently lead the Swindale
Shield standings, at Lyndhurst Park on 16
May. The kick off is at 2:45pm.
They will be playing for the Carman Cup,
contested annually between the two teams.

Transport fares

Metlink will increase public transport fares
by 3.1% tomorrow, 15 May.

At the same time the off -peak Snap-
per fare discount will reduce from 30% to
20%.

From tomorrow the cost of a three-zone trip
will increase by 14 cents, bringing the peak
adult Snapper fare to $4.67 for those travelling
from Karori to the CBD.

The decision to adjust fares was a result
of Greater Wellington Regional Coun-
cil’s Annual Fares Review — a policy re-
quirement that ensures public transport
fares keep pace with inflation and operating
Costs.

The review helps ensure passengers con-
tribute a balanced and sustainable share
toward running and improving the network,
alongside ratepayers, and other funding part-
ners, including the New Zealand Transport
Agency (NZTA).

Greater Wellington Public Transport Com-
mittee Chair Ros Connelly says the Council
made the decision to raise fares earlier this

rise tomorrow

B

year.

“We resolved to raise fares prior to the
current conflict in the Middle East to mitigate
cost pressures and address revenue loss,” Cr
Connolly says.

“Since then, the cost of diesel has skyrocket-
ed, costing Metlink an extra $200,000 a week.

“Metlink understands the cost-of-living
challenges that people are facing.

“However, even with the inflation-adjusted
fares, using public transport saves personal
fuel use and contributes to the running of the
whole network.

“We are also having to balance fiscal respon-
sibility and funding constraints with afforda-
bility, ensuring our fare revenue meets targets
set by NZTA”

Y

North Welllngton Captain Mlles Woodhall (in the blue) and Tawa Captain Aaron Scott battle
for possession. Photo: Wareham Sports Media.
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