


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cocktail Hour & Steel Pan 
Introduction Of The Host 

 
Host Welcome 

 
Board Chairman & Executive Director Address 

 
Calypso Melody featuring Doctor Whitty 

 
SESAME FLYERS CLARKSON COMPASS DANCERS 

Choreographed By Danecya Clarke 
Song: Queenspace By: Ari Lennox 

 
YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

Tristan Anthony: Chairman’s Award  
Jahniya Nelson: Chad Magloire Award  

Genibel Jimenez Hernandez: Melissa Hunte Award  
Chekevia Joseph: Elenora Bernard Award 

 
SESAME FLYERS CLARKSON COMPASS DANCERS 

Choreographed By Danecya Clarke 
Song: Big Truck (Soca 2024 Mashup)  By: Machel Montano 

 
STAFF AWARDS 

Shyann Raj-Singh: Winthrop Staff of the Year Award  
Kenya Alleyne: Bildersee Beacon Staff of the Year Award  
Kwame Hinds: Clarkson Compass Staff of the Year Award 

 
STEEL PAN PERFORMANCE 

 
COMMUNNITY AWARDS 

Ann Marie Adamson-Serieux: Community Bridge Builder Award 
Curtis Noel: Cultural Ambassador Award 

Patricia Dorothy Chin: Cultural Ambassador Award 
Yvette Rennie: Cultural Ambassador Award 

Richard Davis: Economic Empowerment Champion Award 
Gilman Figaro: Community Champion Award 

Ann-Marie Grant: Community Pillar Award 
Camille Hastick: Economic Champion Award 

Catherina Francis-Grey: Membership Trailblazer of the year 
 

FUNDRAISING APPEAL / CLOSING 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To provide a range of youth development, cultural, social welfare and  

supportive services to individuals and families residing in New York. 

 

 

Love a Kid Today & Every Day 

 

 

Sesame Flyers International will define itself as a leader among its peer, 

its community and its stakeholders for programs that cultivate emerging youth leaders, 

authentic cultural experiences and innovative economic vitality. 
 

 

 
Mr. Raymond Luke – BOARD CHAIR 

 

Dr. Pearl Elie Ms. Nelcol Philip 

Ms. Janet Cummings Mr. Kevin McEwen 

Mr. Collin John  

 

 
Mr. Curtis Nelson – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Ms. Judith Faison – DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Michelle Mathison – Director Of Development Keisha Sydney – Outreach Coordinator 

Cierra Hargett – Office Manager Paschal Ikeji – Director Of Human Resources 

Aisha Carr – Senior Director Of Program Operations William Jones – Senior Accountant 

Donnyell Bourgeois, Sr. – Chief Financial Officer Danielle McBride – Bildersee Beacon Director 

Kenya Alleyne – Asst. Director Bildersee Nia Wilson – Asst. Director Compass 

Simone Warner – Winthrop Beacon Director Dayna Capron – Asst Director Winthrop 

Leslyn Rahaman – CFS Director Jewdyer Osborne – CFS Supervisor 

Kesha Shortt – SYEP Program Director  

 





 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Dear Sesame Family, 

 
As we step into our 41st year at Sesame Flyers, I find myself reflecting on the genuine connections and enduring 
impact we've created together. It's a privilege to lead an organization that stands at the heart of promoting our 
rich Caribbean heritage and nurturing the potential of our youth. 
 
This year has been a remarkable one, filled with both challenges and triumphs. Through it all, your support has 
been the highlight of our success. It's your commitment that empowers us to keep our traditions alive and 
provide meaningful opportunities for our young people. 
 
As I look forward, I am excited about the innovations we are bringing to our programs and events, especially 
here at the Caribbean Essence Awards and Showcase. This event is a celebration and a crucial part of our effort 
to fund and expand our reach. Your participation makes a direct difference in the lives of countless young 
people and their families. 
 
I encourage everyone to remain involved this year, whether by attending the events, donating, or simply 
sharing our mission with others. Each effort you make extends our reach and deepens our impact. 
 
I am personally grateful for the opportunity to continue this journey with you along side my beautiful wife Urla. 
The future is bright for Sesame Flyers, and with your continued support, I am confident that our best days are 
still ahead. 
 
Thank you for believing in our cause and standing with us. Let’s make this year one to remember for all the 
right reasons. 
 
Warm regards, 
Raymond Luke 
Chairman of the Board, Sesame Flyers 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to lead an organization as colorful and essential as ours. As we gather 
for the Caribbean Essence Awards and Showcase, I am reminded of the incredible journey we continue to share 
in fostering family unity and cultural celebration. 
 
This year, we introduce the theme of Carnival Renaissance, which embodies our commitment to both honor 
our roots and innovate for future generations. This theme will guide our endeavors for the next 3 years as we 
strive to engage every member of our community from the youngest to the eldest in the traditions of Caribbean 
culture. 
 
The Caribbean Essence Awards and Showcase is a perfect reflection of this mission. It is here that we not only 
honor the outstanding achievements within our community but also reignite our collective passion for the 
cultural heritage that defines us. As we celebrate this renaissance of carnival spirit, we are also laying the 
groundwork for new ways to connect, share, and grow. 
 
Leading Sesame Flyers in this era is a privilege that I hold dear. I am excited to explore new possibilities and to 
continue building upon the strong foundations laid by those who came before us. Your support and 
participation make all the difference as we move forward together, embracing both our traditions and the new 
paths they lead us to. 
Thank you for your faith in our journey, 
 your commitment to our cause, and your enthusiasm for what lies ahead. Here’s to our ongoing renaissance, 
filled with joy, creativity, and community spirit. 
 
With heartfelt appreciation, 
 
Curtis Nelson 
Executive Director, Sesame Flyers 



















 

 June 30, 2024  

Greetings:   

Congratulations Sesame Flyers International, Inc. on celebrating your 41st Anniversary during the Carribbean  
Essence Awards & Showcase, with over four decades of empowering and strengthening the community, while  
preserving and celebrating your Carribean heritage is noteworthy.  

Congratulations to the honorees and awardees for the recognition of your outstanding leadership and dedication  
to empowering humanity, breaking culture barriers and achieving results: Ann Marie Adamson, Curtis Joel,  
Patricia Dorothy Chin, Ria Persad, Yvette Rennie, Richard Davis, Gilman Figaro, Ann-Marie Grant, Camile  
Hastick, Catherina Franis-Grey, Shyann Raj-Singh, Kenya Alleyne, Kwame Hinds and the scholarship  awardees 
Jahniya Nelson, Genibel Jimenez Hernandez, Chekevia Joseph and Tristan Anthony.   

Sesame Flyers International, Inc. commitment to being a guiding light for the Caribbean community in New  York 
City offers a wide array of services encompassing education, youth development, health and wellness.  It is through 
your services that over 7,000 Brooklyn residents benefits annually. Your transformational  demonstration of love 
for children has presented them with opportunities to acquire the knowledge, skills,  technology, and equipment 
that will prepare them for the challenges yet to come.  

It is my sincere desire that this year’s celebration exceeds your high expectations, and it is enjoyable for all.  
Continue to address the needs of our children, their families, and the community.Once again, congratulations and  
very best wishes for continued success.  

Very truly yours,   

 
Roxanne J. Persaud 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Jerry Alexander 

Jocelyn Alexander 

Nyanibah Anokye 

Vera Brown 

Winston Bushell 

Cheryl Celestine 

Brenda Charles 

Janet Cummings 

Neal Diamond 

Dr. Pearl Elie 

Surenete Foster 

Nigel Goodluck 

Catherina Francis-Grey 

Vilma Griffith 

Matthew Griffith 

Anne Michelle Young -Holder 

Brenda Hutchinson 

Antoinette Innocent 

Clynette Jordan 

Raymond Luke 

Reginald Marques 

Ron Mentore 

Susan Mills -Denner 

Ria Moye 

Gloria Owens 

Maleyah Peterson 

Makayla Peterson 

Frank Pilgrim 

Ginette Rousseau Peterson 

Candace Skeete 

Renee Skeete 

Gloria Thomas-Thompson 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Inspiring Leadership & Community Development  

 

We take a moment to commend Jahniya Nelson, the recipient of the Chad Magloire Award. 

From Trinidadian and Jamaican heritage, Jahniya is an undergraduate student recognized by 

the National Society of High School Scholars and has received awards such as Most Improved 

Cheerleader, Principal Awards, and Dean's List honors. Passionate about therapy for 

students and adults, she aims to positively impact mental health and well-being. 

 

Talented in singing and dancing, Jahniya has participated in a step team and is currently a 

cheerleader. In her personal time, she enjoys cooking and exploring different cuisines, 

showcasing her creativity and love for bringing people together through food. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Crafting Dreams, Inspiring Youth, & Pursuing Purpose 

 

It is with great admiration that we highlight Genibel Jimenez Hernandez as she receives the 

Melissa Hunte Award. Genibel, a proud Dominican and Puerto Rican, is a recent high school 

graduate who has made a remarkable impact on youth development in her community over 

the past four years. Her dedication and hard work have inspired many around her. This fall, 

she will embark on a new journey at City College, where she will pursue her passion for 

psychology. 

 

Genibel’s appreciation for crocheting blossomed in Ms. Carter’s class at Bildersee, where she 

developed her skills and discovered a profound joy in the craft. A quote that resonates deeply 

with Genibel is, “God walks with me through every milestone.” 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Embracing Roots, Crafting Paths 

 

We are excited to present Chekevia Joseph with the Elenora Bernard Award. Originally from 

New York but deeply rooted in St. Lucia, Chekevia Joseph loves Creole culture and cuisine, 

especially green fig and saltfish. As the eldest on her mom's side and youngest on her dad's, 

family is everything to her. 

 

Starting at Alfred State College, Chekevia aims to become a travel nurse. Beyond academics, 

she's active in community service, from painting schools to volunteering at food pantries. 

 

A passionate traveler, Chekevia plans to explore all 198 countries, immersing herself in 

diverse cultures. She stands by the motto "Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead 

where there is no path and leave a trail." – Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Engineering My Present Building My Future 

 

With sincere appreciation, we present Tristan Anthony with the Chairman's Award. Tristan 

‘24 hails from “Little Caribbean” in Brooklyn, New York, with a family history of migration 

from Antigua. He is the first grandchild to graduate from Uncommon Collegiate Charter High 

School. 

 

At UCC, Tristan earned a place on the honor roll and co-founded the first Robotics Club. He 

also participated in band, played multiple sports, and was awarded the 2024 Cyclone Most 

Valuable Player. 

 

Tristan showed leadership as a mentor in the UCC Peer Mentoring program and through his 

volunteer work. After graduation, he plans to spend time with family and friends before 

starting his journey as an Electrical Engineer at Syracuse University’s SummerStart program. 
 











 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Bridging Cultures, Leading With Vision 

 

It is our privilege to bestow this recognition upon Ann Marie Adamson-Serieux as we present 

her with the Community Bridge Builder Award. Ann Marie, born in Georgetown, Guyana, and 

raised in St. Lucia, proudly represents both cultures. A devoted mother to her daughter, 

Serieux Summer Lee, she embodies resilience, dedication, and community commitment. 

 

With over 30 years of experience in marketing strategies and community programming, Ann 

Marie is a visionary leader. She graduated from the University of Cambridge with a degree in 

English Language. Co-founding The Event LAB, she led major product launches, concerts, and 

fashion events. At Brooklyn Borough Hall, she worked on policy and intergovernmental 

relations. 

 

In healthcare, Ann Marie excelled in managing special projects and partner engagement, 

becoming AVP of Community Affairs at EmblemHealth. Her current role focuses on 

community engagement, advocating for the Caribbean diaspora, and promoting health 

education. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Footprint Of Tradition 

 

In recognition of their zest for culture and community we proudly present Curtis Noel with 

the Cultural Ambassador Award. Born in San Fernando, Trinidad & Tobago, Curtis’s 

fascination with the traditional mas’ of “Jab molassi” began at a young age. His journey from 

playing “ole mas” in Port of Spain to becoming a key figure in the U.S. Labor Day Carnival is 

nothing short of inspiring. Since migrating to the U.S. in 1984, Curtis has been a vibrant force 

in the Carnival community, from his time with “Burrokeets” to creating the iconic “King Jab” 

character. 

 

Curtis’s incredible portrayal of “King Jab '' with oil mas and dramatic characterizations has 

won him numerous accolades, including Male Individual of the Year in 2016. His talent has 

taken him across the globe, performing with Something Positive Inc. and touring countries 

like Morocco, Cote d’Ivoire, and Senegal with Jouvay Fest. 

 

Curtis’s work has also caught the attention of pop culture, earning him a cameo in Jay Z’s “Big 

Pimpin” video and a feature on the cover of Skinny Fabulous’ “Lava Man.” 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Rhythms Of Excellence, Growing Our Cultural Influence 

 

Awarded for her role in cultural enrichment, Patricia Dorothy Chin is honored as our Cultural 

Ambassador Award recipient. Born on September 20, 1937, in Kingston, Jamaica, “Miss Pat” 

has left an indelible mark on the world of music as the co-founder of the world’s largest 

independent reggae label and distributor of Caribbean music. Her entrepreneurial journey 

began in her adolescence, selling rubber bands and marbles at Alpha Girls School, which set 

the foundation for her extraordinary business acumen. 

 

Together with her late husband Vincent, Miss Pat built VP Records from a small used-record 

shop in Kingston to a New York City-based multinational company. For over 50 years, she 

has been a driving force behind the spread of reggae music and culture worldwide, educating 

audiences and developing new artists with unwavering passion and dedication. 

 

Miss Pat’s contributions have been recognized with numerous accolades, including the 

prestigious Order of Distinction from the Jamaican Honors System and being the first female 

to receive the American Association of Independent Music Award. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A Legacy of Cultural Preservation and Community Empowerment 

 

We are delighted to bestow the prestigious Cultural Ambassador Award upon the marvelous Yvette 

Rennie, a native of Trinidad and Tobago, Yvette has made the United States her home since 1968. 

With a rich background in cultural, educational, and political community strategies, Yvette has 

dedicated her life to shaping policies that impact lives. From her involvement with the Civil Rights 

Movement and the Black Panther Party to earning degrees from New York Community College and 

Brooklyn College, her journey is truly inspiring. 

 

As the President of J’Ouvert City International, Inc., Yvette has played a pivotal role in preserving and 

promoting Caribbean culture in New York. She has tirelessly worked to maintain the J’Ouvert 

celebration on Labor Day in Brooklyn, highlighting the economic and cultural significance of Carnival. 

Her leadership has helped generate millions of dollars for New York’s economy, supporting 32 

organizations under the J’Ouvert City International umbrella. 

 

Yvette’s dedication extends beyond culture into political and social activism. Her efforts have 

registered over 50,000 new voters, influenced redistricting for better representation, and conducted 

numerous Get Out the Vote campaigns. Her volunteerism and community involvement have left an 

indelible mark on New York City. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Bridging Worlds, Building Community Growing The Economy 

 

Under the spotlight of achievement, let us commend Richard Davis with the Economic 

Empowerment Champion Award. Richard Davis’s life story is a remarkable journey that 

bridges the vibrant landscapes of Guyana and the bustling streets of New York City.  In 1982, 

at the age of 12, Richard moved to Brooklyn, New York, with his father. This move also 

introduced him to the harsh reality of racism. His early encounters with racism only 

strengthened Richard’s resolve to succeed and become a force for positive change. They 

instilled in him a deep sense of resilience and a commitment to fighting for justice and 

equality, which have been the cornerstones of his career and activism.  

 

As the President of the Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local 100, Richard draws strength 

from his Guyanese roots and the challenges he has overcome. Under his leadership, TWU 

Local 100, headquartered in downtown Brooklyn, represents approximately 43,000 men 

and women who operate and maintain the MTA bus and subway system in NYC—the largest 

mass transit system in North America. His heritage is a source of immense pride, and it fuels 

his dedication to building strong organizational structures, training, and educating younger 

workers, and increasing the representation of women in union leadership positions. His 

focus on improving safety, quality of life, wages, and benefits for the union’s members 

reflects his lifelong commitment to his community. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Heart Of The Community, Spirit Of A Champion 

 

Recognized for his exceptional dedication to cultural advocacy, Gilman Figaro has been 

honored with the Community Champion Award. Born and raised in San Fernando, Trinidad, 

Gilman has dedicated his life to promoting and preserving Caribbean culture. His early 

passion for calypso and steelband music, inspired by his uncle, led him to become a key figure 

in the arts, founding the SUNSHINE Awards to celebrate Caribbean art, dance, music, and 

poetry. 

 

Gilman’s relentless dedication to uplifting Caribbean culture has earned him global 

recognition. From producing hit tracks like “Now is the Time” to founding the SUNSHINE 

Awards Hall of Fame, his contributions have been instrumental in promoting Caribbean 

music and art worldwide. His work with the United Nations and various educational 

programs has further solidified his role as a cultural ambassador. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Cultivating Connections Through Commitment & Community 

 

Acknowledged for her transformative role leadership Ann-Marie Grant captures the essence of the 

Community Pillar Award. As the Executive Director of the American Foundation for The University 

of the West Indies (AFUWI), Ann-Marie has been a driving force in supporting the growth and 

development of The University of the West Indies. Under her exceptional leadership, the number of 

scholarships has grown from 8 to 650, with approximately $8.3M in in-kind donations benefiting 

deserving students across the Caribbean. Her dedication ensures that access to higher education is 

available to all who seek it, significantly aiding personal and professional growth. 

 

Ann-Marie’s impact goes beyond education. She holds advisory positions within the SUNY-UWI 

collaborative, focusing on leveraging institutional expertise to tackle pressing issues in the Caribbean 

and its diaspora. Her diverse experience in commercial and retail banking, business services, and 

nonprofit leadership highlights her visionary approach and exceptional leadership skills. 

 

With a passion for people development and public relations, Ann-Marie’s optimism and faith in 

humanity’s best qualities shine through in all her endeavors. Her contributions have made a 

significant difference, and we are proud to celebrate her achievements. 
 









 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
A Champion Of Caribbean Culture & Sesame Flyers International 

 

In the spirit of celebration, we award Catherina Francis-Grey with the Membership 

Trailblazer of the Year Award. Catherina was born in San Fernando, Trinidad, West Indies. 

In the 1970s, she migrated to Brooklyn, New York, where she pursued her education and 

obtained a bachelor's degree in accounting from Pace University. Shortly thereafter, 

Catherina married and became the mother of two beautiful children. 

 

A passionate lover of music and the life of the party wherever she goes, Catherina's vibrant 

personality led her to become an active member of her community. She was introduced to 

Sesame Flyers International by its founder, Joseph Charles, who encouraged her to channel 

her enthusiasm into meaningful work for the West Indian community and their children. 






























