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by: Mike At Night

Pride And Passport Launches a first-of-Its-Kind LGBTQIA+ 
travel impact initiative called “YOU TRAVEL, We Donate.”

Pride And Passport, is a leading 
LGBTQIA+ travel agency based in 
Phoenix, has officially launched 
YOU TRAVEL, We Donate. A  first-
of-Its-Kind LGBTQIA+ give-back 
initiative transforming everyday 
travel into meaningful support 
for LGBTQIA+ rights, youth, and 
community wellbeing.

Through the program, a portion of every 
trip booked through Pride And Passport, 
including cruises, resorts, and global 
adventures, is automatically donated to 
LGBTQIA+ organizations, at no additional 
cost to the traveler. The initiative is 
designed to merge the joy of travel with 
purposeful philanthropy, creating an 
effortless way for travelers to make a 
difference.

“Travel should be joyful, inclusive, and 
empowering, and now it also fuels real 
change,” said the Pride And Passport 
founder. “Every booking becomes an act of 
community support.”

This give-back campaign reimagines what 
modern travel can accomplish. Instead of 
optional donation add-ons or seasonal 
fundraisers, Pride And Passport has 
embedded giving into its core business 
model. Every itinerary booked contributes 
to three leading LGBTQIA+ organizations, 
such as: The Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC). Who Advocates for equality and 
protections for LGBTQIA+ individuals 
across the United States... 

The Trevor Project, provides crisis intervention 
and suicide-prevention services for LGBTQIA+ 
youth... And True Colors United, addressing 
and preventing LGBTQIA+ youth homelessness 
through innovative programs and policy 
solutions.

This built-in donation model ensures consistent, 
reliable funding to organizations serving 
LGBTQIA+ people at critical intersections of 
advocacy, mental health, and housing security.

Travelers simply book their vacation and Pride 
And Passport handles the rest. “It feels good 
to know that my vacation is part of something 
bigger,” said Martha G., a Pride And Passport 
traveler. “I’m exploring the world, and helping 
make it safer for others to explore theirs.”
From Mediterranean cruises to weekend 
getaways, every journey booked contributes to 
life-saving services, youth empowerment, and 
national equality initiatives.

LGBTQIA+ communities continue to face 
heightened risks, from homelessness and 
discrimination to mental health disparities. Many 
organizations rely heavily on unpredictable 
or seasonal donations. By tying contributions 
directly to travel bookings, Pride And Passport 
provides a sustainable, scalable funding 
pathway.

“This is not a seasonal promotion, it’s their 
philosophy,” said the Pride And Passport founder. 
“We believe travel and social impact should go 
hand-in-hand.”
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Major 2026 Gay Ski Weeks in North America include 
Aspen Gay Ski Week (Jan 11-18), Whistler Pride (Jan 25-Feb 1), 
Winter Rendezvous (Stowe) (Jan 21-25), Elevation Utah 
(Park City) (Feb 25-Mar 1), and Telluride Gay Ski Week 
(Feb 28-Mar 7), with events featuring skiing, parties, shows, 
and community gatherings, though some dates like those 
for Jasper or Mont Tremblant are still TBC. 

North America

Big Sky Winter Pride Week: 
January 6–11, 2026, in Big Sky, Montana, USA.

Aspen Gay Ski Week: 
January 11–18, 2026, in Aspen, Colorado, USA.

Winter Rendezvous: 
January 21–25, 2026, in Stowe, Vermont, USA.

Whistler Pride & Ski Festival: 
January 25–February 1, in Whistler, British Columbia, 
Canada.

Elevation Utah: 
February 25–March 1, 2026, in Park City, Utah, USA.

Telluride Gay Ski Week: 
February 28–March 7, 2026, in Telluride, Colorado.

Winter PrideFest: 
March 5–8, 2026, in Bend, Oregon, USA.

Elevation Mammoth: 
March 18–22, 2026, at Mammoth Mountain, CA, USA..

Europe
Arosa Gay Ski Week: 
January 17–24, 2026, in Arosa, Switzerland.

SWING Gay Ski Week: 
March 8–16, 2026, in Lenzerheide, Switzerland.

Maricongelado: 
March 12–15, 2026, in Andorra/Spain.

European Gay Ski Week: 
March 21–28, 2026, in Val Thorens, France.

European Snow Pride: 
March 21–28, 2026, in Tignes & Val d’Isère, France.

Winter Pride Sölden: 
March 21–28, 2026, in Sölden, Austria. 

Asia-Pacific
Gay Ski Week Hakuba:
March 6–15, 2026, in Hakuba, Japan.

Winter Pride Queenstown: 
August 15–24, 2026, in Queenstown, 
New Zealand. 

For more details on 
specific events and full 

schedules, visit the official 
Aspen Gay Ski Week, 

Whistler Pride, or European 
Gay Ski Week websites.
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>>> more  OUT 'n ABOUT >>>

OUT 'N' ABOUT  by Jorge Suarez
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OUT 'N' ABOUT  Continued . . .
by Jorge Suarez
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Q I’ve been feeling distant from my partner 
lately. We’ve been together for a long time and its 
hard to talk without causing an argument. How 
can I rekindle the spark in our relationship without 
compromising my individuality?
 
A Well, thanks for writing. This relationship is 
obviously important to you or you would have 
just let things fester. Good for you; what a great 
first step! Here are some ideas for rekindling this 
relationship:

Focus on the basics: communication that is fair 
and respectful and not button pushing, quality 
time together doing the things you both love, and 
getting back to showing how much you appreciate 
the little things that  he/she does. Praise him/her 
for their positive contributions to your day and your 
relationship. Actively try to incorporate each of these 
things into everyday living.

Now let’s break those things apart. Active listening 
is always a good frame for communication. I would 
bet that there has been a breakdown here and full 
attention may have not been what you do when 
your partner is talking. Get back to the basics here: 
stop what you are doing, look at him/her, ask 
questions about what they are telling you and parrot 
back phrases so you know you heard them correctly 
and he/she knows you are listening. If emotions are 
involved in his/her story, be empathic. Sit closer 
to him/her, hold his/her hand, or affirm his/her 
emotions. If you can relate, share this about yourself 
and your experiences. This will draw you even closer. 
When you are talking, put your cell phone away. Be 
in the “now” with him/her.

You may have gotten away from talking about everyday 
things that have happened to you. Get back to telling 
them the story of your day. Talk about the news or 
interesting current events. Just talk!

When arguments arise, have you forgotten how to get 
through it and make up? Talk it out. Be truthful and 
patient and kind. ‘Nuff said!

What is quality time? Redefine this for yourself. You have 
probably just gotten in a bad retreat-to-the-TV habit. Play 
a board game, do a jigsaw puzzle, go to the movies or go 
for a walk and have a nice meal together. Do anything 
together; just share time.

Don’t let little opportunities for showing love fall away. 
When was the last time you wrote a love note, gave him/
her a kiss on the neck as you pass them seated at his/her 
desk, or found a card and mailed it to him/her with a 
special sentiment inside? You did something earlier in 
this relationship that wowed them and made them fall in 
love with you. Do it again. Bring back some intimacy in 
thought, talk, and action.

If there are some don’ts in this to do list, don’t place 
blame. Nobody has to be at fault here. Just look for ways 
to bring back that old spark and feel better. You two are 
worth the effort.

If things are still seeming unresolved and togetherness 
is still not what you had hoped for, consider professional 
support. It sounds like this relationship is important 
enough for that. They’re even places that will do a 
remote connection so you can just be together at home 
and begin to work things out.

Good luck to you, You will get back to where you want to 
be. I know you can!

- Dr. Charla Waxman

Ask Char Q &A
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by: Screamin' Rachael
Recording Artist, Entrepreneur, Publisher, Music Mogul, House Music Icon, 
sometimes Controversial, with a dash of Opinionism for good measure. 

Unfortunately I had a 
flood at my condo so 
I won’t be spending 
Christmas Itself in 
town, as It will be 
under construction 
until sometime in 
January. Nonetheless, 
I still can enjoy some 
of my favorite holiday 
traditions pre- 
Christmas Day!

One of my favorite 
places to visit is The 
Griffin Museum of 
Science and Industry, 
to see their exhibit 
“Christmas Around 
the World and 
Holidays of Light.” 

It features more than 50 
trees and displays, each 
lovingly decorated by 
community volunteers 
who share family and 
cultural traditions drawing 
on their global heritage. 
Placed throughout 
the trees are displays 
representing international 
seasonal celebrations 
of light, like Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, Diwali and more. 

This holiday season, you 
can stroll through the 
indoor forest and light 
displays; take a family 
photo in front of the four-
story Grand Tree in the 
Rotunda; enjoy specialty 
holiday treats at the Stan’s 
Donuts pop-up.

This beloved annual 
exhibit started in 1942 
as one tree to represent 
unity during World War II

The opinions offered in this column are “uncensored” and are intended for “open dialog” and 
“entertainment purposes” only. Use of this column not intended to replace or be a substitute for 
any professional, financial, legal, advice or any other professional service. The opinions or views 
expressed in this column are those of the columnist, and not necessarily those of anyone else.

'Tis the season! This time of year I might complain about the cold, 
but somehow I always have pleasant expectations about what the 
season will bring. It’s fun to see friends, go to holiday party’s, look 
at store window displays, and see festive Christmas lights.

                               It all happens so fast! One day you’re stuffing yourself at a 
Thanksgiving table, suddenly theres a flurry of shopping and wrapping gifts 
while waiting for Santa. Then the next thing you know It’s 2026! Do you have 
any special holiday traditions? Drop me a line, to let me know what’s good.

>>> more Uncensored >>>

and has since turned 
into an engaging winter 
wonderland. It’s a one-
of-a-kind experience that 
brings a whole world of 
holiday joy under one 
roof.

Christmas Around the 
World and Holidays 
of Light is now open 
through Jan. 5, 2026. 

I’ve got fond memories 
of going to lunch with 
my mother at the Walnut 
Room, in the department 
store that used to be 
Marshall Field’s. 
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>>> Continued  >>>

Today that Store is Macy’s, it was 
acquired in 2006. I remember 
thinking that “The Great Tree”, 
which is the centerpiece of the 
room, was the largest of its kind 
in the world. My memory back 
then was that the tree went all 
the way from the first floor to 
the very top of the building. 
Of course it does not! It is 45 
foot though. When you’re a kid 
everything seems so much bigger 
and grander. You believe in 
dreams, and even when you are 
sad, there is the hope that Santa, 
Prince Charming, or maybe Tinker 
Bell, will still come through for 
you. Ok being an adult can be a 
bummer sometimes, but there are 
those days when I visit the Walnut 
room and let my mind wander 
back with sense memory, so then 
for an hour or two I BELIEVE.

Most of us could not stand the fact 
that the store became Macy’s but 
the nostalgia for a lot of us never 
faded. This November, there was a 
commemorative re- branding and that 
beloved place now has a plaque, calling 
it “The Marshall Field’s Walnut Room”. 

Family’s have been gathering there for generations and for some of us this 
is a holiday victory. The  cherished tradition that has been passed down, 
since its opening in 1907, now will be correctly remembered. Thanks 
Santa! I always knew you had my back…

Oh yeah! Let me tell you; This Christmas 
is gonna be FUNKY! In fact it’s gonna be 
“FUNKDIFIED”, be sure to check out George 
Clinton, The Godfather of FUNK, on this cut, 
featuring vocals by yours truly, Screamin’ 
Rachael, available on all digital platforms!
Even better you can get it on Green Glow in 
the Dark VINYL. Thanks to Lee Macneal, one 
of the hottest DJ/Producers, . . . 

>>> more Uncensored >>>
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of the New Generation on TRAX RECORDS.  It was Lee who coordinated 
the release and decided to press vinyl. We pre-released to DJ’s only, 
with some of the Biggest names around the world including French 
Superstar DJ Laurent Garnier, giving it FULL SUPPORT!

By the time you read my column it might be 2026! It’s been a great 
year for me, and I want to wish you all the happiest New Year ever! Yes I 
certainly have my share 
of haters, but to quote 
the legendary rapper 
Big Daddy Kane, 
“Number one are direct 
haters, the people 
that dump on you 
cause they personally 
don’t like you; you 
can use those type 
of haters to measure 
your success, because 
here’s someone taking 
time out of their life to 
talk about you, instead 
of doing something 
productive… Thats how 
successful you are”. Be 
sure to check out my 
buddy’s instagram to 
hear his true gems of 
wisdom. 

Lastly don’t miss “CALL 
ME” a record that I 
did with our very own 
Mike Macherello AKA 
Mike at Night, on 
Play House Records.. 
Find it exclusively on 
Bandcamp released on 
January 1st 2026. Take 
a listen to start off your 
New Year with a BANG!

                 -Rachael Cain >>> more Uncensored >>>
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by Jack Sontos

2025 Scams and fraud

The Latest SCAMS and FRAUD alerts!

First: Google's Profit Over 
Security Is Unecptable!
With fake customer service numbers 
flooding search results, Google needs to be 
held responsible for protecting you from 
these scams, but aren’t required to do so. 

A simple REPORT FRAUD button next to 
all searches that users can “one-click” that 
alerts Google that they have a potential 
scam resulting in a Google Search! They 
already have AI that could be used to 
use this collected data to stop the result 
from appearing in your search results, 
until it could be further verified. To further 
secure the results even from abuse of the 
user FRAUD button, AI already has the 
ability to conduct a deeper “investigation” 
process to determine what level of a risk 
to the user, or advertiser, and immediately 
escalate the fraud alert to “urgent level” by 
sending a top priority “SECURITY ALERT” 
ticket to headquarters for a rapid-response 
investigation, and to take further action if 
needed. Google obviously puts profit over 
our security, and won’t protect us with 
implementing simple security measures, 
unless we, as users demand it, or forced to 
do it by our government officials.

Scams: In 2025, tech scams are 
increasingly sophisticated, heavily leveraging 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to create hyper-
realistic deepfake audio/video and personalized 
phishing attacks. Key trends also include the rise 
of QR code scams, synthetic identity fraud, and 
advanced social engineering tactics. 

AI-Powered Impersonation: Scammers use AI to clone 
voices and create deepfake videos of family members, 
colleagues, or government officials to request urgent 
money transfers or sensitive information. Fraudsters 
use AI to create more convincing phishing emails, 
deepfake videos, and fake voices to impersonate 
people or legitimate companies.

Employment scams: Fake job offers are sent via 
email or posted on job sites to trick victims into 
giving up personal information or paying fees 
for non-existent positions.

Highly Personalized Phishing (Spear Phishing): 
Generative AI creates convincing emails, texts 
(smishing), and messages that mimic legitimate 
communications, often using personal details 
gleaned from social media to build trust and 
bypass security filters.

>>> more TECH TRENDS >>>

We must demand Google to 
stop scam and fraudulent 
links from appearing in 
OUR search results! 

QR Code Scams: Malicious QR codes embedded 
in public places, emails, or texts redirect users 
to fraudulent websites that steal credentials or 
trigger malware downloads.

Synthetic Identity Fraud: Scammers use AI to 
create realistic fake identities and manipulate 
digital documents, to open new accounts, apply for 
loans, and commit various types of financial crime. 
Making it easier to commit a wider range of fraud.
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Cryptocurrency and Investment Scams: 
Scammers promote fake investment 
opportunities and “guaranteed returns” 
using celebrity deepfakes or social media 
to lure victims into fraudulent platforms, 
often via “pig butchering” schemes. 
Scams involving digital assets continue 
to rise, often leveraging the high value of 
cryptocurrencies.

Tech Support and Refund Scams: 
Fraudulent pop-ups or unsolicited calls/
messages claim a computer virus or an 
incorrect charge has occurred, prompting 
victims to grant remote access or provide 
financial information for a “refund”. These 
continue to be prevalent, with AI making 
them more sophisticated. Scammers 
may impersonate tech support and use 
fake warnings or pop-ups to gain remote 
access to your computer.

Verify communications independently: Do 
not click links or call numbers from unsolicited 
emails or texts. Instead, contact the company 
or person directly using a phone number or 
website you know is legitimate.

“Accidental” Text Messages: Scammers initiate 
conversations via a seemingly mistaken text 
message (e.g., “Sorry, I’m running late”) as a 
social engineering tactic to build rapport and 
eventually launch a scam. 

Impostor Scams: Scammers pose as trusted 
entities like banks or government agencies 
through text or email alerts to trick you into 
clicking malicious links or providing information.

How to Be Aware and Protect Yourself
Verify the Source Directly: If you receive an unexpected or urgent request for money or information, 
verify the person or organization through a separate, trusted channel (e.g., use the official phone 
number from the back of your bank card or a company’s verified website). Do not use contact 
information provided in the suspicious message itself. Type website addresses directly into your 
browser or download apps only from official sources  Independently verify any request for money or 
personal information by contacting the person or company through a known, trusted channel.

Hang up on urgent calls: If someone claiming to be from your bank or a government agency calls 
about an urgent matter, hang up and call them back on a number you know is legitimate. Be Skeptical 
of Urgency and Emotional Appeals: Scammers use pressure tactics and create a sense of crisis to make 
you act quickly without thinking. Legitimate organizations will not demand immediate payment via 
unusual methods like gift cards, wire transfers, or cryptocurrency. Be wary of any request that seems 
suspicious or tries to bypass normal procedures. If something seems too good to be true, it probably is. 
Always be cautious of unsolicited messages and offers.

Use secure payment methods: Stick to credit cards for online purchases, which offer more protection 
than debit cards or other payment methods. Never pay with gift cards, wire transfers, or cryptocurrency.

Avoid Unknown Links and Attachments: Never click on links or download attachments from 
unsolicited emails, texts, or social media messages. Hover your mouse over a link on a computer to 
preview the destination URL before clicking.

Limit Your Digital Footprint: Be mindful of what you post online, especially voice recordings or 
personal details, as scammers can use this information to create convincing, personalized scams.

Report Scams: If you spot a scam, report it to the proper authorities, such as the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) or the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3). 
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