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Cancer Incidence in Tamil Nadu 

1. Doubling of Cancer Cases: 
o The incidence of cancer in Tamil 

Nadu has doubled in the last 13 

years. 

o From 53,022 cases in 2012 to over 1 

lakh cases in the most recent year. 

2. Source of Data: 
o Study conducted by the Tamil Nadu 

Health Department. 

o Report submitted by the Union 

Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare to Parliament. 

3. Implication: 
o Indicates a rapid increase in cancer 

cases, highlighting a public health 

challenge. 

o Calls for improved cancer 
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prevention, early detection, and 

treatment facilities. 
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PLASTINDIA 2026 

1. Event Overview: 
o PLASTINDIA 2026 is one of the 

world’s premier plastics 

exhibitions. 

o Dates: 5–10 February 2026 

o Venue: Bharat Mandapam, New 

Delhi 

2. Organizers & Support: 
o Organized with support from: 

 Department of Chemicals 

and Petrochemicals 

 Ministry of Commerce & 

Industry 

 Ministry of Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs) 

3. Theme: 
o “Bharat Next” – aligns with 

Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit 

Bharat initiatives promoted by the 

Prime Minister. 
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India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 

1. Event Date & Venue: 
o Held in January 2026 

o Location: Goa, India 

2. Objective: 
o Promote energy security, 

sustainability, and global 

cooperation in the energy sector 

3. Focus Areas: 
o Energy addition strategy of India 

o Covers both conventional and 

renewable energy sources 

4. Organisers / Patronage: 
o Organised under Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas 

(MoP&NG), Government of India. 
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16th Finance Commission (2026–31)  

1. Chairperson: 

o Arvind Panagariya 

2. Constitutional Basis: 
o Article 280 of the Constitution 

o Defines financial relations between 

Centre and States 

3. Tax Devolution: 
o 41% of divisible tax pool retained 

for states 

o Divisible pool = gross tax revenue 

minus cost of collection, cesses, 

and surcharges 

4. Period of Recommendations: 

o 2026–27 to 2030–31 

5. New Features / Innovations: 
o State GDP contribution introduced 

as a new parameter in horizontal 

devolution (10% weight) 

o Removed 2.5% weight for tax 

effort 

o Increased population weight by 

2.5% 
o Reduced weights for area, 

demographic performance, and 

per capita GSDP distance 

6. Impact on States: 
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o Industrialized & faster-growing 

states (Karnataka, Kerala, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra) → higher shares 

o More populous & poorer states 
(Uttar Pradesh, Bihar) → relative 

declines 

7. Revenue Deficit Grants (RDGs): 

o Zero RDGs recommended for the 

first time 
o ₹7.91 trillion allocated to rural and 

urban local bodies over 5 years 

(60:40 rural–urban split) → focus 

on water, sanitation, urban 

infrastructure 

8. Disaster Management Funds: 
o ₹2.04 trillion for State Disaster 

Response & Mitigation Funds 
o ₹79,000 crore for National Disaster 

Funds 
o Allocation based on revamped 

disaster risk index. 
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Union Budget 2026-27 – Key Financial 

Highlights 

1. Market Borrowings: 
o Gross borrowings: ₹17.2 lakh crore 

o Net borrowings: ₹11.7 lakh crore 

o 16% higher than FY26 Budget 

Estimates (₹14.8 lakh crore) 

2. Fiscal & Revenue Deficit: 
o Fiscal deficit: 4.3% of GDP (down 

from 4.4% in 2025-26) 

o Revenue deficit: 1.5% of GDP 

3. Debt-to-GDP Ratio: 
o Expected to ease to 55.6% (from 

56.1% in 2025-26 RE) 

4. Receipts & Expenditure: 
o Non-debt receipts: ₹36.5 lakh crore 

o Net tax receipts: ₹28.7 lakh crore 

o Total expenditure: ₹53.5 lakh crore 

o Largest source of funds: Borrowings 

& other liabilities (24%) 
o Income tax: 21% of total inflows 

o GST & other taxes: 15% 

o Corporation tax: 18% 

5. Expenditure Allocation: 

o States’ share of taxes & duties: 
22% 

o Interest payments: 20% of total 

expenditure (26% of total revenue 

receipts) 

o Central sector schemes: 17% 

o Defence: 11% 

o Finance Commission & other 

transfers: 8% 

o Centrally sponsored schemes: 7% 

o Pensions: 2% 

o Other expenditure: 7% 

(Union Budget) 2026–27 –           
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o             : 7% 

 

Union Budget 2026–27 – Sectoral & Non-

Sectoral Expenditure 

1. Total Outlay: 

o ₹53.5 lakh crore 

2. Ministry of Finance Allocation: 
o Total: ₹19.72 lakh crore 

 Revenue expenditure: 
₹17.22 lakh crore 

 Capital expenditure: ₹2.50 

lakh crore 

o Covers interest payments, 

subsidies, and transfers to states 

3. Defence Allocation: 
o Record ₹7.85 lakh crore (highest 

ever) 

4. Ministry of Railways Allocation: 

o ₹2.93 lakh crore 

5. Non-Sectoral Expenditure: 
o Mandatory commitments not linked 

to specific ministries 
o Includes: 

 Interest payments on past 

borrowings 
 Pensions (defence & civil 

services) 

 Statutory transfers: tax 

devolution, grants to 

states/UTs 

6. Finance Commission Grants: 
o ₹1.4 lakh crore allocated to states 

for FY 2026–27 

o As recommended by the 16th 
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Finance Commission 

 

        (UTs)     
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India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Military Exercise 

KHANJAR 

 

1. Edition & Location: 

o 13th edition (KHANJAR-XIII) 
o Conducted at Misamari, Assam 

o Dates: 4–17 February 2026 

      -                       

      KHANJAR 

1.                        

(Edition & Location): 

o 13         (KHANJAR-XIII) 

o Misamari,                   

o               : 4–17          
2026 
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Global Soft Power Index 2026  

1. Released by: 

o Brand Finance 

2. India’s Rank & Score: 
o 32nd globally 

o Score: 48.0 

3. Top 3 Countries: 
o 1st: United States 

o 2nd: China 

o 3rd: Japan 

4. Purpose of the Index: 
o Measures a country’s ability to 

influence others through: 

 Culture 

 Values 

 Diplomacy 

 Innovation 
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Global AI Investments  

1. Source: 

o World Economic Forum (WEF) 

white paper 

2. India’s Rank & Investment: 
o 8th among 11 countries in AI 

investment as % of GDP 

o 1.2%–1.8% of India’s 2024 GDP 
invested in AI during 2010–2024 

3. Global Leaders: 
o US and Singapore → highest AI 

investment as share of GDP 

o US and China → account for ~65% 

of global AI investments since 

                   (AI) 
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o US           : 2010      

        AI          

~65%        

High-Speed Rail (HSR) Corridors – Union 

Budget 2026 

1. Announcement: 
o 7 new HSR corridors announced by 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman 
o Chennai to get 2 new HSR routes 

2. Implementation & Operations: 
o Executed by National High-Speed 

Rail Corporation Limited 

(NHSRCL) 
o HSR speed: Minimum 230 km/h 

o Bullet trains: Up to 370 km/h 

o Tracks constructed to international 

standards 

3. Travel Time Reduction (Examples): 
o Chennai → Bengaluru: 1.5 hrs 

(currently ~6 hrs) 

o Bengaluru → Hyderabad: 2 hrs 

o Hyderabad → Chennai: 2 hrs 55 

mins 

4. Other Budget Announcement: 
o Dedicated freight corridor: 

Dankuni (WB) → Surat (Gujarat) 
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India’s First Large-Scale Green Urea 

Facility  

1. Location: 

o Pudimadaka, near 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

2. Significance: 

o India’s first large-scale Green 

Urea production facility 
o Part of the upcoming Green 

Hydrogen Hub. 
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World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW)                             (World 

Interfaith Harmony Week – WIHW) 

1.         (Dates): 

o                1–7 

         

o WIHW 2026: 1–7          2026 

2.          (Purpose): 

o                  

             ,        
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1. Dates: 

o 1–7 February every year 
o WIHW 2026: 1–7 February 2026 

2. Purpose: 
o Promote peace, tolerance, and non-

violence among people of all 

religions and faiths 

3. Organizer: 

o United Nations (UN) 

              (non-violence) 

           

3. Organizer: 

o              (United Nations – 

UN) 

 

 
 

 


