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‘A Letter From Our Founder -

Last year we asked for your support to reach an ambitious goal of serving 300 youth. This
goal would be a 50% increase in youth served. Some might have wondered why we
would try to do so much in the middle of a pandemic. Surveys of our teens show that
54% of them have experienced or witnessed violence at school or in their neighborhood
and 32% have experienced or witnessed gang activity. Community trauma, poverty, and
the impact of decades of marginalization did not cease because of the pandemic and we
couldnt either. In 2021 youth spent a record amount of time on their screens. As an
organization that knows empowerment comes from being in nature, we had to serve
more. We had to continue to grow. With your support we smashed through our target
and reached nearly 350 teens.

We not only served more youth, but we also launched a new after-school program:
Photography Club. The program teaches teens how to use a professional camera and
gives them an opportunity to experience nature in an entirely unique way from our other
programs. They're also able to earn money both now and in the future. The club
participates in Art House Productions’ JC Fridays, a quarterly city-wide arts festival. During
the events our youth showcase and sell their work and retain 100% of the profit!

| am happy to introduce you to Aracelis, an amazing teen that just completed her 5th
year in our programs. Aracelis has faced many challenges in life, and she shares one of
them on the following pages. She is an inspiration to us all and that’s exactly why starting
this summer she will be our newest Junior Field Instructor!

Hopefully her story also serves as a reminder that the impact made on Aracelis - and

every youth we serve - would not be possible without your support.

Thank you!

Steve Cunningham
Executive Director






2021 Results

How Participants Identified
46°%
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Lunch Receipients

28% Multiple or Other
21%

12%

95%

reported it increased
their confidence to deal
with adversity in their
personal & academic lives

82%

reported being in
nature helped
reduce their stress
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Before Team Wilderness | had some tough challenges. One of them is the bullying | had to
withstand throughout middle school by classmates and from people | thought were my friends. It
was so bad | decided not to attend my neighborhood’s high school and chose Snyder High School
instead. | felt the best way to deal with the problem was to go to a school in another part of the city
and avoid them altogether.

Around the same time, my mother suggested | join one of Team Wilderness’ summer programs. |
tried to refuse, but she wasn't going to let me. That first year we rock scrambled through a very
challenging trail. It included one mile of nothing but large boulders in 90 degree weather with no
shade. It was intense and | was getting a sharp pain from my right side cramping up. | wanted to turn
around or find shelter underneath a boulder until someone would carry me out. It was a mental
struggle too. | had to keep encouraging myself to continue going, and when we finally got to the end
| was exhausted and exhilarated. Eventually | began to embrace these challenges on the trail.

While in the Summer Treks program, we went waterfall rappelling. This is when you hike to the top
of a waterfall, put yourself in a harness, and lower yourself down next to a roaring waterfall. When
you're dangling from a rope above a 100" waterfall suddenly your other problems become less than
what they really are.

These lessons | was learning really helped toward the end of my first year at Snyder. That year was
tough. | was failing English; not just for the marking period but for the year. It was not my greatest
moment, but | remembered those times on the trail when | wanted to give up and turn around but
tried to persevere. It took mental strength and help from the team. So | pulled myself together, tried
harder, and got help from Ms. Harris, my English teacher. It worked and | passed the class!

Since that first year, I've joined every program Team Wilderness has offered. With them I've kayaked
across the Hudson, backpacked in the Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina, and sold my
pictures of nature | took in their Photography Club. | am finishing up my fifth year with Team

Wilderness. It has impacted me in ways | didn't think it would. But we're not done yet! They just hired
me to be one of their newest field instructors! Now | can help the next group of teens experience

nature and the empowering feeling of overcoming challenges the way I did!

Team Wilderness has done a lot to make me the person that | am today and there is still much more
to come. I'm much more comfortable with myself and better equipped to handle physical and
mental challenges. I've learned so much about myself with these different experiences and continue
to learn more as | transition into adulthood.

Both pages: Photos Aracelis took in 2021 while on a trip with Photography Club.
Inset: Aracelis on her first backpacking trip in 2017. Photo credit: Alyssa Ki







SUMMER TREKS

Our founding program occurs over two weeks in the summer. During

week one teens hike, yoga hike, rock scramble, and even rappel down

a waterfall. During week two they backpack for three days without

access to electricity, running water, or even their cell phones!




WILDERNESS ON THE WATER

We partner with Resilience Paddle Sports for week-long water-based

STEM adventures. Teens kayak and paddle board on the Hudson River
while learning how to conduct water quality tests and studying the

impact of climate change on the estuary.




PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

During the school year teens learn how to use a professional camera.
Frequent trips into the wilderness allow them to hone nature
photography skills. Their work is showcased in quarterly galleries with

profits from sold work going directly to the youth artist. Photos on this

racelis (clockwise).

Greta, Quynton, and A
w -



m
=
=
U
v
7,
w
<
o
L
Q
=

MS 40. Middle school students receive tutoring and mentoring each

week. Every month they venture into the wilderness on empowering

outdoor adventures.




PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS

We partner with Title 1 schools and non-profits to expand our reach to
vulnerable youth. In 2021 partners included BelovED Charter School,
The Bridges Program, the City of Jersey City, Jersey City Public

Schools, Kismet of Kings, Triangle Park Community Center, Union City
High School, Welcome Home, and Women Rising.
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2021 Financials

@® GRANTS $105,606

- INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT $60,493

@ CORPORATE SUPPORT 510,163

© PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS 517,500
® TUITION $13,686

~ ® EVENTS $9.637

SUPPORT

& REVENUE
$217,085

® PROGRAMMING $163,786 —
OPERATING $18,715 BY FUNCTION
© FUNDRAISING 57,454 188,954

FINANCIAL POSITION
Total Assets 563,889
Fixed Assets 523 831
Total Liabilities $25,044

These figures have been verified through an independent audit.

86% of each dollar impacts programs directly!

Board of Trustees

Joel Torres - President

Alcohol & Drug Abuse Prevention Team (ADAPT) Manager, Family Connections, Inc.
Juan Melli - Vice-President

Managing Director, Mercury Public Affairs

Brigid D’Souza - Treasurer

Assistant Professor, Saint Peter's University

Lauren Tortorete - Secretary

Vice President, Powell Communications

Lilia Diaz

CEO, Nobel Consulting

Elvi Guzman

Founder, City Challenge Race

Pam Johnson

Executive Director, Jersey City Anti-Violence Coalition Movement

April Vella

District Supervisor of Mathematics, Northern Valley Regional High School District



Thank You Supporters
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Organizations

Amazon Smile

American Online Giving Foundation

Campmor

Common Impact

Fidelity Charitable

Fujioka Giving Fund

Hudson County Chamber of
Commerce Foundation

Intercontinental Exchange

Network for Good

One Hope Wines

Party with Purpose

The Scandinavian School of Jersey City

Sign Nexus
United Way

Friends
Anonymous

Aaron Rosen

Amy Cunningham
Amy Faucher
Andrew Didrikson
Ann Leddy

Bruce Arbit

Carly Berwick
Charles & Grace Lipson
Cheryl Morgan
Christian Wise
Christine Battista
Christopher Brandes
Claudia Case

Darby & Tom Vinciguerra
David Holland

David Skurnick

Deb & Tim McCaffery
Devan Tierney

Diana Richards

Diane Patick

Donald Tripp

Douglas Cunningham
Emily Litman

Gina Verdibello
Hayley Sears

Heather Darley

James Solomon
Jeanne Ballinger
Jenna Vultaggio
Jeremy Jacobsen

Jodi Ben-Meir
Jonathan Manalo
Joseph & Maryann Cunningham
Juan Melli

Judy Burke

Kevin & Nancy Small
Lara Bucholtz

Laura Fischer

Lauren Hemley

Lisa Villalobos
Lorraine & Jim Cunningham
Louis & Melissa Bridda
Lynn Raheb

Margaret & John Ennis

Maria Sharp

Mark Jacobson

Mary Kate & Joel Naatus
Matthew Rosen
Maura Kieran
Maureen Crowley
Maureen Leddy
Michael & Sarah Bolin
Michael Cunningham
Michael West

Nadine Ellerthorpe
Naeemah Rolle

Neal & Dorothy Growney
Nicole Burak

Patricia Thomson
Paul Wang

Pete & Anne Egan
Rich & Bonnie Brodman
Ron Kline

Roy & Jo Nuzzo

Roy & Diana Vella
Spach Trahan

Stacey Cunningham
Stephanie Prevost
Stephen Chen

Susan Viston
Suzanne & John Toal
Thomas Bolin

Tiffany Wilson
Uvadee Chaibongsai
Zabrina Stoffel



WILDERNESS

PO Box 4095
Jersey City, N] 07304
TeamWilderness.org
201-355-4010



http://www.teamwilderness.org/

