
BARNSTAPLE
ATHLETIC
7th February 2026
Kick off 2pm 

Vs N e w t o n  A b b o t

Match day Meal deal

Chicken & Mushroom Pie Mash Veg 
with a pint or glass of wine

Josh Hill
100th appearance

Luke Knight
150th appearance

Kyran McManus
100th appearance

https://www.englandrugby.com/
https://devonrfu.co.uk/


RESPECT THE GAME

RESPECT OFFICIALS

BARNSTAPLE RUGBY CLUB WILL NOT TOLERATE ABUSE OF THE OFFICIALS 

IT DAMAGES THE CLUBS REPUTATION
IT HURTS THE PLAYERS ON THE FIELD

IT DAMAGES THE GAME OF RUGBY

JOIN US IN PROMOTING A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE BY

SHOWING RESPECT FOR THE GAME AND ITS OFFICIALS

AT ALL TIMES 

As one famous referee said 
“this is not soccer”



A pull quote is an impactful quote taken
from the article. You can place the quote
you want to highlight here.
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Good afternoon, everyone, and a very warm North Devon
welcome to Pottington Road! After a frustrating couple of
weeks with the weather, it’s fantastic to see Barnstaple Athletic
back on the main pitch for what promises to be a truly
captivating Counties 1 Tribute Western West encounter.

We are absolutely delighted to extend a special, hearty
welcome to our guests today, Newton Abbot RFC! To their
players, dedicated coaching staff, committee members, and all
their travelling supporters—thank you for making the journey
north. We hope you enjoy your time with us here in Barnstaple
and wish you a safe trip home later.

Today also brings a familiar face back to Pottington Road. We
extend a particularly warm welcome to an old friend of the club
—former player and head coach of the Chiefs, Steve Perry,
affectionately known to all as ‘Pez’. Steve is now at the helm of
Newton Abbot, having taken over as head coach in June 2025
following their relegation from Regional 2 South West. It’s a
pleasure to have you back, if only for the day.

Two Centuries and a Century and a half in Red & White:
Celebrating Kyran McManus, Josh Hill and Luke Knight

WELCOME TO

POTTINGTON
ROAD

the heart of Devon







Today, we turn the spotlight on three of our own to celebrate
several truly fantastic club milestones: Kyran McManus’s 100th
appearance for Barnstaple which began 9 years ago, making
his debut with the Chiefs on October 21st, 2017, in a 15-6
victory against London Irish Wild Geese.

Josh Hill also celebrates his centenary with his first game at
the beginning of the 2019 season at Cullompton. As for Luke
Knight well he has been a picture of consistency notching up a 
century and a half following his first appearance for Barnstaple
against Crediton in 2015.

On behalf of everyone at Barnstaple Rugby Club—players,
coaches, staff, and supporters—we say a massive
Congratulations, Kyran, Josh and Luke! Well done on this
incredible achievement. Here’s to the next tackle, the next
carry, and to **many, many more appearances to come!

It has been too long since Athletic last graced our main pitch,
especially with the last fortnight games against Newton Abbot
and St. Ives Postponed due to the pitch conditions, That
absence hasn’t helped their cause, as they come into today
without a win in their last four outings—agonisingly losing three
of those by three points or less, and a fortnight ago battling to a
draw on the less forgiving second pitch.

Today, however, offers Athletic the perfect opportunity to right
those wrongs. Stepping out onto the main stage, they are
ready to reignite their season.

Today’s opponents, Newton Abbot, arrive just ahead of Athletic



in 7th place, a mere three points separating the sides. The
visitors have six wins to Athletic’s four, but their recent form has
also been patchy, with just two wins in five. Notably, Newton
Abbot are yet to win on the road this season—a statistic that will
give Athletic genuine belief as they seek to get their campaign
back on track.

Athletic can also draw confidence from having already won at
Newton Abbot back in October, scoring five tries in a spirited 24-
30 victory. That said, now is the moment for this side to
rediscover how to close games out. The memory their last
game, a home draw with Torquay, where a commanding 17-0
lead was squandered to finish 17-17, will still be fresh, and today
presents the chance to apply those hard-learned lessons. 

This is a crucial fixture for both clubs. In a tightly packed bottom
half of the table, six points separate 6th from 10th place and
every point is precious. Both teams will be desperate to
establish a stronger footing and build momentum for the run-in.





www.chichester-developments.co.uk

https://www.chichester-developments.co.uk/


Newton Abbot

1  LLOYD RADFORD
2 CHARLIE DORE
3 ALEX GALE
4 FRASER MC
5 ADAM TOVAGLIARI 
6 AARON OSBORNE 
7 GEORGE HEATH 
8 WILL RIDOUT

9 OWEN MCLEOD
10 JAKE MONNINGTON 
11 JOSEF WEBBER
12 JACK SWEENEY 
13 CALLUM WESTAWAY
14 JACOB FOREY 
15 HARRY ALLEN

Match
Officials

REF:  Alex Peggie
AR 1: 
AR 2: 
4th official: 

Bench 

16 DOM MUSETTI
17 HARRY WAKELEY
18 CONNOR MACKELLAR



fireworks night



🏉 SIX NATIONS FANTASY LEAGUE 🏉

Get involved with the Barnstaple RFC Six
Nations Fantasy League and test your rugby

knowledge against the rest of the club 👊

🍻 £25 bar voucher up for grabs to spend at
Pottington Road

📺 All England games shown live at the club

👉 League No: 112196
🔑 Password: KGEZP

Pick your team, join the league, and get down
the club on matchdays 🔴⚪

#SixNations #FantasyRugby #BarumRFC
#BarnstapleRugby #PottingtonRoad
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Without a win in 2026 and facing a daunting trip up the M5, the
enormity of the task was clear for the Barnstaple Chiefs. Their
destination was Cinderford, a fortress where the hosts had only
lost to Camborne and Taunton this season. Compounding the
challenge, the Chiefs fielded their youngest side of the
campaign, ravaged by injuries and featuring a bold injection of
youth. Five players were under 20, including senior Colts Oscar
Lambert and Noah Bazley, who made their Barnstaple Chiefs
and National League debuts alongside fellow Colt Jack Sparrow
in only his third game for the Chiefs. They were joined by 19-
year-old regulars like last season's Colts captain Max Moore
and the ever-present Henry Sellick. Only the experienced Ben
Hilton provided a contrast to the youthful lineup, as the injury
crisis biting deep into the Chiefs' reserves accelerated the
emergence of promising talent from the Colts system.

Defying their recent slow starts, Barnstaple exploded from the
blocks with a vibrant, youth-driven energy, scoring twice within
seven breathtaking minutes. First, swift hands created space,
and from a ruck near the Cinderford 22, JP popped to Cam
Johnson, who sliced through a sliver of a gap to race clear under
the posts. Shortly after, Johnson again pierced the defence on
the left, speeding into the home half before drawing his man and
offloading to Henry Sellick for a simple run-in. Jake Murphy’s
conversion made it 0-12, stunning the home support.

Young Chiefs' Valiant
Effort Undone as
Cinderford's Late Surge
Secures Victory



www.northdevonhospice.org.uk

https://www.northdevonhospice.org.uk/


The scoreline served as a sharp wake-up call for Cinderford,
who responded with characteristic power, scoring three tries in
just five minutes to seize a 19-12 lead. For those following on the
supporters' WhatsApp group, it was a frenetic and chaotic
opening quarter.

Undaunted, the Chiefs displayed their resilience to draw level in
the 25th minute through individual brilliance. After a
barnstorming carry from Dominic Robson broke into Cinderford
territory, Jordan Petherbridge spotted a gap, sprinted through it,
and then deftly chipped over the advancing defence, regathering
to score. The half closed at 19-19, a fair reflection of a thrilling
and unpredictable opening period.

The second half began this time with Cinderford striking quickly
to retake the lead. Yet again, Barnstaple hit back; Ben Parsons,
replicating his heroics from the previous weekend, intercepted a
wayward pass on the halfway line and raced away to score,
narrowing the gap to 26-24. A similarly tense and tight finish
seemed inevitable.

However, the Chiefs could not add to their tally in the final
quarter. As the game stretched, Cinderford’s experience and
bench strength told, as they ran in three further tries in the last
20 minutes to secure a 41-24 victory, ultimately taking full control
of the contest's decisive phase.

Despite the defeat, the performance was a hugely promising
effort from a patched-up, youthful Chiefs side. The sheer scale of
the injury crisis is stark, with the entire pack almost completely
changed from the regular starters of the season's first three 



www.brayleino.co.uk
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months, including absent front-row stalwarts Callum Davies and
Bertie Stretch. While the backline has seen more stability, the
disruption has been significant.

The positives, however, shine brightly. The debutant Colts, Oscar
Lambert and Noah Bazley, who entered the fray on the hour
mark, acquitted themselves superbly, as did Jack Sparrow and
Max Moore. Their successful step-up speaks volumes about the
health of the club's pathway and bodes well for the future.

The Chiefs now gratefully welcome a weekend of rest before the
visit of second-placed Luctonians on the 14th. The break offers a
crucial chance for recovery, with hopes high that several key
players will return to fitness. This performance, in the face of
such adversity, proves the depth of spirit and talent at Pottington
Road, offering genuine optimism for the challenges ahead.

enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk

mailto:enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk
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https://www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/barnstaple

https://www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/barnstaple?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=59&y_source=1_MzgwNjk3OS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ==


Barnstaple Athletic were left to endure a hauntingly familiar
nightmare last time out, surrendering a dominant 17-0 half-time
advantage to a resilient Torquay side, who snatched a 17-17
draw with the final play of the game—a devastating script that
has become all too common for the Athletic faithful this season.

The first half was a masterclass in control and execution. From
the opening whistle, Athletic played with an intensity and
precision that Torquay simply couldn’t match. The forwards laid a
formidable platform, and the backs capitalised with ruthless
efficiency. A blistering opening twenty minutes saw tries from
Max Campbell, Max Moore, and Josh Hill, with Kyran McManus
adding the extras on the third. At 17-0, Athletic didn't just lead;
they had comprehensively dismantled their opponents, heading
into the break with the game seemingly in the bag.

However, the second half unfolded as a painful echo of recent
weeks, exposing a critical vulnerability in closing out matches.
The fluidity and aggression that defined the first 40 minutes
evaporated. Torquay, with their pride stung, grew in belief as
Athletic’s play became increasingly passive and error-prone. The
visitors gradually wrestled away momentum, crossing for two
tries to claw their way back to within a single score.

A Tale of Two Halves:
Barnstaple Athletic Let
Slip Commanding Lead
in Last-Second
Heartbreaker





As the clock ticked into the final minute with Athletic clinging to a
precarious 17-12 lead, the spectre of previous collapses loomed
large. And, in a moment of crushing déjà vu, it materialised.
Torquay launched one last desperate assault, and with the final
play of the contest, they breached the exhausted Athletic
defence to score in the corner. The subsequent missed
conversion offered only the coldest of comforts, sparing Athletic
a total defeat but doing little to soothe the sting of another
opportunity catastrophically squandered.

The result leaves more than just two points on the table; it leaves
profound psychological questions. While the first-half
performance proved the squad's undeniable quality and
attacking potency, the second-half capitulation revealed a
troubling pattern of game management and defensive resilience
under pressure. For Athletic transforming commanding positions
into secure victories is the non-negotiable next step.

The challenge for Athletic now is to convert this bitter frustration
into a decisive lesson. They must learn to marry their undoubted
attacking flair with the ruthless, game-killing mentality of
champions. Until they solve this second-half puzzle, they risk
seeing a promising season defined by near misses and last-
gasp heartbreak.







This Saturday sees both the Buccaneers and the Colts hopefully
return to action, each with a valuable opportunity to build
momentum as the season progresses.

For the Colts, their campaign resumes with a friendly fixture
away against Crediton. Eager to shake off the rust, the squad will
be raring to go. This match provides a perfect chance to get
crucial playing time against a familiar and historically difficult
opponent in Crediton, whose teams have always proven to be
tough and competitive. This friendly is a key stepping stone to
restart their season with positive intent and solid foundations.

Meanwhile, the Buccaneers who were hoping for a return to
competitive league action, against Honiton II in the Devon Merit
Table have again been frustrated by a lack of enthusiasm from
the opposition. Thankfully they have managed to get some
playing time this Saturday thanks to Torrington who have also
been let down and are eager to play rugby and can’t wait to face
the Buccaneers at Pottington Road this Saturday kick off 2pm.

It has been a frustrating 2026 both both the Colts and Buccs and
we can only hope that their season improves as more games
are on the horizon and finally get some quality playing time.

Buccaneers and Colts
hope to get some
playing time after a
frustrating month on
the sidelines
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WEBSITE: WWW.KASCRANEHIRE.CO.UK

https://kascranehire.co.uk/




HOUR
HAPPY

£17
6PM-7PMJugs of Lager Jugs of Lager 

or Cideror Cider
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www.mjl-ltd.com
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