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Since vou recejved the lnst Mewslatter, snme strange events bave token place both nationally snd fnternationalty,
Onr country is nmiled by 2 mimarity Govemment Tollowing an the incenclusive Elzotion resulis prodoced in the aardy
Spring and shis in vern has e to i interregnema during which many sops Save besn produced 1o satisly an apathetic
elartneata, such as sihsidies on braad, milk and other Rusie commi s wnl, of coursa, the accepfance of tha demands
el the Nativna! Union of Mineworkers, The aswronomies] Sgeres involved i providing these so-called solutions are quise
terrifying but the fagt remaing thet they have to be paid for and teat means higher taxstion which, in tarn, brings
inflation — & very wormying vicioms rirale, Tn Tlster, we sre witnessing the “lollow-up® of the condoning by cur Govern-
ment of the douting of the Jow by Trade: Unipns in this couniny, wlich is placios sur political ouers inod most
crharmwssing position, bot we must pray that commonsenss will pravail inos most dangerous sitation, One of the
frounles loday seems o ha, a5 80 often i the past, thal the averaes men o woman wants o dzad o peaceful ifs but is
frustrated by the politieal whims of a minecly, Abraad, one sees the bong drewn our und scflimmolating batile between
the Pregident of the [rited States and Congress ovar the Watergate affair, 2t a (ime when the inflvence of America is
2o vitul in the determination of the future of world 2ifuir,

The Middle East continues in ferment despite the effarts of that human shuetlesask, De. Kissinger, and must be
sattled setisTactonly if the world is o be assured of peacs.

Meanwhile, work contines on ine clearance of the Suee Cangf which, i7 opened wil! be @ mized biassing both
sovmnigally snd stratenically ! The everts in Poriegal have opened up what might be deseribed a5 2 new vista in Africe
if agreement 5 reached with the vadons “Tresdmn™ maovemenls i Guinea, Angela and Morambique, the mault of whick
it is ol posaible to degmins with regasd wo Rhodesiz and the Repubhc of South Africs, As we suid inoour It
Mewsleser, politizal actions can have eonsidsrable repercussions on our trading activities — not zasy 2 foresst when
ane’s zrvatal ball iz ao clondad with impondesables! Our cwn Government hss made cne’s aszessmant of the Artune mone
diffiewle by saying that trade relzrions between this country and South Africe are under review, bascally because of the
dislike of the solicv of apartheid n the Wepublic, We think you will be Interested, therefore, in a ceport oo the situation
as S000 by our peopls in Soutl Alica. We are incledizg also an Articis by Me, Francis Baker on the sarly histery ol oor
Creneral Agents in Santh Africs, Messis, Tohn T, Renme & Sons, wha eelehrated their 125th Anniversarye this your

Megrer 10 tha heart, so 1o speak, wo have baan faced with the prableom of “whatover bappaaed fo the likely lads’

to quote a current tzisvisian programme title, by thet we mean the shoriage of officers of all grades, The problem i
ooth social aed econcmica] and iz Fully undarstosd bud iwill be aopreciated that it has ceosed considerable difficultics
Ly the manieing and despaich of cur ships, We Lope thel e desisions that have beon waben, afler vory [ull discussion
with all concemed, have salved the problems which are by no means associaied with owr Company alone, as & quick
glance at the Matioma] Pross w00l indicate, The vital poiot is to assure that this coinity, depending s it does on ships for
il very servival, hes thern manned by oicers of the hoghest calibres who e satisfed with Giedr conditions of seovics,
W, ot our part, &Te anxines tn onaune thet those conditiens esist, realising ag wae do the oroblems that face sealarers

'.l.'l-ﬂ.ﬂ’}-'.

Sinpe we last wiote 10 wou, the demend Tor shipping space bas contineed theowghont the world snd this has
Lept market rates igh s is nstasced by the Ceel thet we have had 1o pay over £4.000 per day Tor the ghartzing of the
“Eenta CHe™ for an outward woveze to Snuth Afmen! Albough soany pundieg see Moracastotg o drastic (5000 saes,
presurnably because of indicatzd over-lomiaging throust new siiips coming inee commission, coupled with the eilscl of
thi possinle re-apening of the Suer Canal later in the yoear, so far there js no gign of this happening,

Here in Hopland i spiie ol the oy tromlizsnme peobizms with which we aie conlronted, we have had the
henefit of a beautiful Spoeyg in thad the flowering teees and shvuns have never been betrar daspite the driest April in
Sputhaen Bogiend for thalast 15 years - we can but heps for 2 mally good Summer to arighten our lives!

Finally, in spite of the Dzl dmes through which we are passieg, it i pleasing Lo be able b el oo tha
ciur tradding activitizs heve shown g weleome trend which we hope will continug, lthoegh the need o keep sosts within
noURds requires conatant gitantion,

Thez Chairman and Mrz Wilzen returned to the United 1ngdom in the sarly days of Aprii after their cxrensive
o of the LLE, Gulf pors and the Jaribhean,

PERSONNEL

Retirements

Captain H.P. Fooberis Aged B Ertired Marchk 1s1 1974 Joimed the Company 19238

Captain C.5.5. Boan Aped 63 Fotized Marcl 15th, 1974 Toined the Company 1934
OBITUARY

Capiain FIL Hill Aped 73 Tuined the Cormpany 19248

Caplain W, Wealherall Aped 75 Joiped the Compacy 1920

Chie? Engineer A, Brvant Aped 72 Joined the Company 1924
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ATLANTIC BULKERS

Slnen the lwel Newsletter bungoos Save bocome more lreely cvailalils, end we have seen some lulls o the prices,
the ganeral opinion is that bunker orisas will, i anything, contirue 1o 1wl slightly rathe: than fse in fhe near facure,
Charter rates nave remained stable through Fehruary and March. . sherEng only ~.11Lrhf fa'l, but started falling more
rapidly in Aol however (1§ npw rep rr[{.‘ul bz the Indigns ars ..x.._rL':,—'!;.r vensels and, with the lang delays e.\}s_ﬂ_e vz
i Imdza, the effect ol this «1li be to raiss fhe raiss,

my. “WAYFARERY finglby cleared the Routh West Pass of the Mississippi cn 5t March, having been dalayed
for five weels by msalfisiest drewht in the Pass, Tog anid prounded vessels; despite the chastic situation she csmped
w]l;h vwo Uwislsd links in her porl anchar I:.lb 2 wluu::h was repidred lemporarily in New Orleans while waiting. She
lighzened in Lychevsk, USSR, and completed in Bourgas, I?-ulghrlr., ihe jalte: being a rather slow discharze. Whilst -
Bulgariz she was atored for st moenths by owo locries Deom the UK as by that tlme e slores situation wes hegos
desperate, On completion she sailed for Halez ta :i-";,do.,k, artiving on 17th April; the .lL"-.rdf_}._l-'.'L'.'.g wientd wiell and she
sailed en sehedule on 30th April, for Porle Sagunto in Zastesn Spain fo-a Largn of trom ore, winder s h-charter ta
CAST {Ficluond Shipping Fad,} o e remoainder of ber Tine-Cherter period, This was loaded in 3 days, ond she
sadlzd for Ghent, arnving there on 1 1th May, coonpleting discharge an 12th, She is at prosent in Dunkick loadizg a
cargn af pipes and 15 due toosail on 220d May, for Basreh,

kv, “WANDERER™ finally sailed from Visakhapatnem on 22nd March, baving 1aken a tolal of 3 months fo
discharge her can LU. as she is o Timz Charter the expense of this is mez by the Russizn Ch Lrterars. She arrived ar
Paradip, India on 2ind Murch, and saiied oo 27tk having leaded 26,000 tons of fron ore for Sramerhaven, On the
ViWEge she s* onped &t Cap et o dhierage fcu st caver ane honr 0o pick op some stores and nail, teo al Freelaown
for abort & hours 1o chunge ner crew, She arrived et Bremarieven on 30 April, completing on the 31d May, when
she mailed Frr Gothanburg for the Gotrverken devdo sk, Her sehecule called for 13 daws in the doclovand, hut on
caminEtiom corrosion was fTound i the main enging beaviaez, and she i not wow axoected (o lsave bofore 17t May.
Har pext voyegs is from Lulez, a1 the northern most end of the Gulf of Bothaiz, for Wilmingtan, Worth Caraling, or
Craongetown, Snarh Caroling, provided that the lee situation ot Lules bas improved.

o, CWARKIONT [ Shangaal o L&t Marcl, baving taken 5 wesks to dischargs wiich, i view of the
experiences of othars is o reasonably fast discherze. She satod for Geelong, Awstralin viz Maha, Qltinawa, tu hu it
wrd loaled a carpo o wheas for Japen, She suiled {Tom Crelong on Geh April, erdving 2t leuvc an 19th. Eh
discharged 21 Magays, Yokkaicl and ‘_r akoban (2 berths) and firally seiled [rom Youkohame thawisek Lu‘f[lll ol
140 May, ] faving been delayed by Strikes, had weather and holidays, Sha iz presantly en route for Geealong fora repeat
o her last vovage,

THE REPUELIC OF 50UTH AFRICA
A Repart from Mr, H1. Edwardes

Leaking back on 1972 o wauld be true 1o deseribe it o5 2 vear of far reaching and momentous events, One
even whdch, inreirospect, may ke reganded as ap economic watcrsbed Do the whobe ol the Wastern zconcmic
develooment. Beal coonenie prowlb wlich raoed aleed world wide In 1973 was cerlainly the mosl subatantizl for
almost 20 yaars, 1"41 thiz was, and still is, acenmpanizd by sefions inflator which conlinues Lo give riss To geeat concern
i the Bepualie, as 10 doas elsewhiere in the world,

Inc Sowath Alvbca, indwsieis] porforranee meastersd by (e nerease inothe oboysicnl volume of menulaciuring
prodluction, impreved during the Srst nine tponths of last vear by no less than 9% over the provious cotresponding
perivd and tha valume af nnfulfilleg ardsrg was 205 up in Replemhbar, as compared with 3 vesr 2ecliar.

The Republic has, of course, benzfited consideratly {ftom the enormous advenss in the orive of gold in the
wiorld markets grising oul of the abolitivn of the owo Uer markeling svatent and ehe hugz iperease i the proceeds from
rold salas, tomether with eo capectod Tomper barvest will bopefoly continue 1o oflsel Uae eflect of Uie detardoraring
competitiveness of many South African axports aed it Wil cerminty cootinge 1o ke of u..ns'dcr:u':nle inportance in
balaneing the current hl""l‘ price of ol on which this country, foftunately, is anly some 207% dependent for impaorted
snpplics [or snergy requirsmen s,

Throughoul Souwik Africa busiiess pralils showed substantial nereases over 1972 Tovels, due partly
meeoverios, but mainy to 8 strong fundamental growss, Over and hove this, howevar, thc:c wete a number af major
factors which sarved to exert great influence o the econamy. Among thess were the slosurz early in the year of the
Zambia/Ehudesia border and the laboeur vnrest in Nufal, (elowed by the Gare op in the Middls East, (e already
mantinned aboiticn of e bwo der svstem of gold msrketiog and, of course, not eass, the sudden and steep increas:
in ihe price of ail following npon the breeatt of 1his conntry by ol supaliers,

Thanse wha have known the Scutl African cogst over the vears will not have failed to nbszrvs the graar
chunges teking place here, not least of which must be included the hugz devzlopment of the existing harbours and
construstion of now coes, sueh as ot Saldansa Doy and Richards Bav. They will, of courss, huve noliced the marked
nange in the petten of exports and wherses thers @= Hode dovht that thiz is siill rowarded w8 *"The Badlam Coust”,
tne prohizms invoived, wilth the marked absenes of snme of the traditianzl cargoes, are different.

Politizally thare are siprs of an inoressng pwarcness and althongh the country has just returned the sams
Government to power with an sersased majorily, thers ere indicatizns that the o1d Bom lies policies are soltening.
Geagraphicully South Africe is very fsolated end is, tacrefore, nocessarily dependent, to g very large extont, on the
efforls of those countriss 4o the North condinning their e ot fo onntain *he current terrorist activities and it s,
therzlore, with some eonsiderakle apprehenzion that the suteame Tollowing the racent cawp d'atat in Porluga] i
awidizd,

The outlool for the vear ahead from an aconamis peint of view iz on the whole iy pood, but it mest be
expeoled that the dnflationasy pressurss will continue 1o tise sharply, thereby incrsasing tie possibitlty that restrictive
magsurss will be taken in the nzar friure,
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JOHN T. RENNIE & 5085 - A BRIEF HISTORY

The initial estaslishmert of the House of Rennie which tais vea: celebruted its [25th Anniversary, was duas
largely 1o a series of fortuitucus events, John Thoemson Renaiz, @ young Abardeen stockbroker seguired an interest in
a small brig in payment Tor a bad dett. Thz shipping business intagaed kim aed he ool an eardy opportunity to becoms
the owner of his own ship. Carefully presarved in Ronnies’ Londen offize 1oday is a brass plate which he screwed to his
office door in 1849, describing himseli as “5tozk, Share, Shippiag snd Insuzence Brokers”.

Mr. Benniz's tiny sailing ships wen? as far afiald as the Cepe and Australia, The earlies: vessel intended for the
Natal route was “L'IMPERATRICE EUGENIE™, 0f 251 teas. Beloce naming the shiz, Mr, Renade sought the permission
of the Empress, threugh the French Ambessader. Her Myjesty a0t only sgreed Sut graciously sext a Sevres china
breakfast service for the captain's use enc ar ormala clock for the sioon inscribed 'n French “the gift of Her Majesty
the Empress Bupenie™, Tha hreskiast service is no mers, =u1 the clock s semains a freasurad possession of the Rennig
Family.,

In L5833 a Reaniz ship retuming from Ausiraia was blown o7 2ourse and eventuzily armived at Vohémaron on
the norih-east cogst of Madsgascar, The enterpsising captair, s=eking o recoup sor the delay, loaded with Madagascan
hump-backed catde which be teok to Mausitius, Toe venture was 1 succsss and evidently capture M. Reaniz's
imagination for, shortly after, be suilt two wooden steamers, the "MADAGASCAR" and the “WALDENS[AN™
specifically for the Madagasean frace snd, in 856, sailes to Madegasca: with his wifs with the objecr of expanding this
side of the activities. But the Queen of Madagassar £rew revenue fror g Jead 1a% on cattie and by this time had
prohibited their expert. Mr. Rennie Sound that he had built 2nd equipped Swo vessels for o toade which ne longe:
existed. Undaunted, he made for the Cape, opened & Cape Tow office and secured a contract for the carriage of mails
between Cape Town and Natal,

The Cape Town office was 1‘:1.1uﬁ;u;~d by Ceptein George Reonie, Toln T. Renaie’s brother, and closed on bis
death in 1262, And by then the “MADAGASCAR™ snd the “WALDERSIAN wers na -nore: both were lost after
striking reefs off the South African ceast, much of which wes unchartered. 1o spite of these misfortunes, John T, Rennfe
conlinued to develop the Natal revte, Ovar 25 yvears beiwesn 1554 and 1879, he lald down 4 sailing ships Tor this
purpose. All were Ly by modera standards, the largest being ealy 467 tons, The voyagz between the UK, and Natal
took between 49 and 95 days, Ona vesel, the “PRINCE ALFRED™ &8 beldeved 1o holé the 49 day record for sail on the
route, These vessels Tormad the “Aberdesn Direct Line of Clippers 1o Pore Satel”™, A fal they werz in direct
competition with the smell spiling vassels of Szmue] Puliesd and Dangst King, Proprictors of the White Cross Ling, but
befare long the lines joined forces, all ships wearing the Kennie house Dag (klue beekpround with a white eight paintad
red-cantred star in the middiz), The joint service continues untii hoth Bpzs bailt szeamears, [n 1882 the 1,730 ton
“DABULAMANZL™ was delivered Fom the Hall Russell yard, She was fellawsad <hree veers later by the 1,556 ton
“MATABELE™, the 1,758 ton “INANDA™ and a seties o7 ships ruaging frem 1.700 tors to &,800 tans. (The present
Chairman of the group, Mr. Gordon Renniz, adopted the nama of the frsr steams: for his vacht which was placed third
in the second Cape-to-Rlo race last voar), Then the keevest rivairy followied anul it was agresd thet therz should be
ellernate seilings from Leodon, an arsangemenl whizh wes contiaued by thain suseessors for many vears,

Since 1874 there has aiways been a member of the Ranrie Samily it residence in Dusban. The first to settle
there permanently was John T, Rennie's son, Geazpz, who opened v offica Tn West Sireet for kis father in 1874, In
TE74 Durban wes a simple seltlzirent in bush-choked primitive coantey. The hasbour faeilities wers very limited and
bear lttle comparisun with the moderr docks of today. Geozpe Bennie Eved in 2 wood and iroa house called “The
Crow’s Nest™ on the finge of the bush, not fer from che site of the presant Lonsdzle Hotel, He erected a Sagsteft to
sigral Rennie vessels approaching she harbour znd saone a leadicg fight om the Crow's Nest 1o enable them 1o Gx
their positicons &t nighs.

George Rennie end his brothers, Tohn aad Alec, who joined kim later, bocame prosmineat meribers of the
garly Dsrban community. Evebrows were rased when Joha Eeaniz seas aspointed 1o the Natal Herzour Roard st the
garly age af 25 bud he soon sroved his wortk in spite of Ris comparaiive vouth, The and Alec beth served on the Board
for many years and continually pressed for and secured fmarevaments to the hathour, now the most modern on the
South Afriean seaboard,

Piangers of the Natal trade. Rennies were serieinly versatiis in tieln choice of carpoes, Tn 1887 they arranged a
shipment of 52 ostriches to Gelveston, Texas, Orly three bixds were Jost, [ir J8588 o Reande ship carded £32,3%6 worth
of gold — at that time the largzst shipraent that ked lof Scath Africa, Retem carpoes were often hard to find, In 1900
Alec Rennie was severely rebuged by his elder Srother George for shipaing a speeulative load of 200 tons of Natal meize
to London, Luckily for him the maize, probably the fese gver szer on the Londen markel, sold profitebiy,

John T, Rennie, the founder cied in 1578, His position in the Matal rrade was so well-established that, in 1870
shortly after he opened his Londoen offics, e was o7z a seat on the beare oF the Standasd Benk of South Africa.
His wnexpected death caused a severe Snancial sethack o the family but his sans, ied by George, continued to develop
the business. In 1882 George Rennie set out to build a nzw Jeet of steamers, the reaowred line which became known
as “'Rennies yachts™, Distinctive for the graceful reke of thair mass and thair yellow fuanels and the fine lines of thair
grey hulls, these finers marched the baaucy of their sailing predecassors, Msintainad in frst-class condition, they made
the London-Durban vevage in ar average of 2£ days, [lelr Jastest ren zeing made in 22% days. From 1887 1o 1911 they
ran free of any serious accident and without the loss of asiegle Lfe, Their captaias wers faried among the travellng
public for their courage and sezmanship; their reputation for regulazity was legerdary, [t was & me of innovations, &
thme for enterprise. The first “Rennie vechis™, the “DABULAMANZL” and “MATABELE" were nrobably the first
vessels with triple expansion engires 1o cross the Equates In 1925 Rennie's “INKOSI™ wae the st vessel trading with
South Africa to be fitted with wireless telegrazhy, Uniil 1910, kis ship, the “INANDA" and the “INTABA™ ware the
only vessels in the trada to kave mdio, Eiectrir lightine was adopted at an early stage,
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Jobig 0 Ranmn & Sons — A Bzl Hieser L Continoed

The coasiing venture siareed i1 1236 end was dizcontiousd o 2862, Now another was started, from Pazhan,
covedng Lourenen Margques, Saine, Chrode and bambane, 10was continoed aod the baggar slegmers extanded their
vovage to Beiva, Badore this, ons of the Rennie coasters carried 2 RUTE War Somrs nt a Mr. Winston Charchill
feen Lourzieo Margees afler his drermelic sscape Nromn Pretorie during the Boer War, Eartier, anoiher Tamilts news-
paperman, Staciey, was entertained by Georps Hennia in Dweban (50 mueh like Stanley; be does ot boast and evervihing
yoll ped ool ol him has o he o rngg:—:.i"}.

fn Waw 19710 tha fleet of steamers waz s0ld ta Thos & Jos Thareizan of Liverpaol, whe in coon, anpaicted Reaniss
as lzading brekers in London and general agents in South Alriza, Harrisons, howsver, maintainad the Rennie image in
the trade, and ow the Hennde Qag uniil 192wl the lust 08 the ships was wi ILllJmA 1 frooa tha service, eorge and
John Rennde retived, l2aving the business to be carred on by Alze Bonnie and his vounger brother David, both song of
the founder, and Gorden Rennie a grandson,

The subseauent years have seen a sleady expansion of Rennis incgrests in South Africa,

NEW HORIZONS

roarh of & small boae, but dsappointiog
o nannng the pilot-ladder, to fnd fac it wes @ dreder abempting i buoy witizky Jor e Black Market, Alongside, two
days later, 1l was therefure not surprising to ohsarve tha alsenty with whizh the dearding 0fcers sealed all sloobol and
spoke o dise penalties il sy should swmseguenthy be dispovered, topecher with Coca Cola or any prodies of Jsrael,

Al ihe carpo wie destingd for the O Compardes siluated in ehe desert, 320 miles to the South, whach was
lomtded 2o do Jgres grailers and tmcks which dic the fovmey In gonenys using compasses, maps and two-way radiog anoe
soltth of the coaatal road, It was thooght thar the jourrey could net have Bean more harardous than the landing of the
40 [est tubes which really becanee alive cnder the guidares of the winch drivers whe lest 17 into the water,

Tha gate was half g mils from the vessel, and through trial end stror, (G was foend essential o0 possess 2 Dock
[fass, Toeal ewrvency (no ather], and t2 leave sumeras rn board, which, in ane case necessitated thoee trips befars the
persun peve upl Onoe gshors, mos! Coarsfeps were dirscred towerds the markst whers Tong marrew shops wore crowded
chosely tm‘f'f‘h*:r in thait colouriul szotions, sanopled by ratlona! Maps and photographs of Colunst Gadalll Uspancing
o the fime of day, the allevways could besame crowded with all nationabities, ciildren r:c_'nf; Bicyelzs and the poecasisn
donkey -cart, which provided an atmosphese conducive 10 bargain huating, Unfartunazely, due to oil production, te
bzl coafts bad all Boo disappeared, and the prayes maks depicting scenes of Meeea and carnels ars now Enperied Foom
Bgypt, ragether wikh the vsual haberdashery thal sed to be obtainakle during a Canal transit. Gold wewellery Inali fts
{ormms was gxpensive, hut sull cheaper than sl home and the lirmets [ .::lzlr!;fi'l.llrlb geemed rerrow due to the Tange Tocal
dopsaned. The custom appegred Lo be thal aller Gve vears of successfub macrizge, and au Durlher repolar infervals, wives
wees presenlad with traditfonal pold bracelets apd necklaces, These ware worn continuoushy and it was observed that
the sweeper in Lhe hospital was sparting aver 2 hondrec poomds worth o same. Tlence te poor appearance of the men,

BENGHAZL
L making the crowded anchurage g1 night, 11 was hearignng o s2e e ap)

Alew pre-awar buildings remein including the wwin-domad Roman Cathelic Cathedral and the Manasy Palace
which are utifised as Council offices. At present o British archaeclogical team are investizating Roman ramains discovered
whils the old Helithotss wes being demolished Loomake way [or o new housing scheme, Ameog all the LW I ds and
buildings it was gratifyving to ses that neither of the Alled Wa: Conetenss h.u_ heen disturhed and eesain i impeceable
condition with their heautifol Sardens of Bemambersnce, a litting morement to ehose who geve thedir lives thivly years
Apy.

Sinee the recent eessotion of hostilities in the Middle East, security may have heen relexed, but | am suze thet
the Hadio Officer would not advecate radsr maletenance, afler being conloonted by trigger happy soldiavs anid acoused
of making plans of the barboer area. All ended well and we wese ablz 1o wave o the teaops patralling the braakwater
with a clear cansciencs as “Crallsman™ ciearad rhe harbolr

CAPTAIN R, BELL
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