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This book acknowledges that the land documented in the following images is situated in the             
Ancestral Traditional Territories of the Mississaugas of the New  Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, 
the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples. Their historic connection to this land is recognized and 

deeply appreciated, as they were stewards of this place long before it was called Lake Ontario. The 
contributions of Métis, Inuit and other Indigenous peoples are also recognized. Thank you to all the 
generations of people who have taken care of this land for thousands of years. May we look to their 

knowledge of this integral territory as the land continues to evolve.



Dedicated to my lovely support team, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do this without you.



Lake Ontario is an iconic and integral component of the Ontarian, and Canadian identity as 
well as the environment itself. The coast is threatened by the process of erosion, a natural                  
phenomenon where elements such as wind and water degrade the land along the coast over 
time. This process has been accelerated by climate change. 

Using the vignette of four parks that have changed over the last decade due to erosion, this     
process has been documented and frozen in time. Eroded uses images and anecdotes to depict 
the inter-relationships with people, the water, and the disappearing land. 
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Map of Locations

The parks photographed are Rotary Park in Ajax, Beachfront Park in Pickering, Rouge Park and 
Bluffer’s Park in Scarborough, Toronto. Each location selected displays significant changes due to 
erosion, both in the effects on the environment and human intervention. 





In geology, erosion is the term used to describe the process of land gradually being worn away by natural agents such as wind and 
water.  Though natural, this effect has been intensified and expidited by climate change.









A paved path in Royary Park along the coast collapsed onto the beach below in 2017 due to severe erosion caused by heavy wind and 
rain. The beach here is a dynamic beach, constantly shifting. 







Park Rangers at Rouge Beach in Rouge National Urban Park. 



The Scarborough Bluffs are just as beautiful



as they are dangerous. Landslides are caused by the process of downcutting, where the water hits the bottom of the 
bluff face. This weakens the foundation and causes the earth to fall into the lake below.  











Two boys building a fort at Rotary Park out of branches, driftwood, and nails. 



“The Hut” at Rouge Beach. This is the second one built here, as the first was taken down by the city.





Using arnour stones, wave blockers were built at Rouge Beach to lessen the impact of waves on the coast. This protects the      
railway and neighbouring community.











 History about the coast has already been lost due to Erosion. Once named Lake Iroquois, the shoreline was about 20 kilometres 
south of where it is today about 11,000 years ago. History about ancient peoples, flora, and fauna that resided in this area has been 
swallowed by the lake.









Where Frenchman's Bay Beachfront playground once stood. It was removed in 2020 because of the encroaching shoreline. 







Ice fishing at Frenchman’s Bay on a warm day in February. Walleye, pike, and 
perch are commonly caught here. It is also a popular spot for pond skating.







Urbanization also has a major impact on erosion as this changes the way water and earth are distributed along the bluffs.






