








Tell a focused,
relevant, and
credible story.

It’s not just telling an emotional
story, it’s how you tell it.

Keep it simple: Use clear,
straightforward language and
keep your story focused on a
single message.

Make it relevant: The best
stories are relevant to the
audience and demonstrate how
you or your club can solve a
problem they face.

Finally, use data: Citing facts and
a few relevant statistics to
support your story shows your




Speak when and
where your story
IS welcome.

Effective communication requires an
audience that is ready to be receptive to
your message. That also means they have
time and are in the right environment for
it.

People are also more likely to respond to
stories where we share the credit for our
work.

For example, if you are discussing
Rotary’s work to eradicate polio, talk
about the efforts of members worldwide
and how we have worked with our
partners, rather than presenting Rotary
as the sole hero.




Be clear about
how you want
people to respond

So, you know who your audience is, you
crafted a story just for them, and you
conveyed your message in a way that
they were receptive to.

Don’t forget the final step: Your story
needs a clear call to action that tells
people what they should do next. Make
your call to action clear and compelling.




HOW TO USE YOUR STORYTELLING SKILLS

* Ensure that every member is aware of how they can tell
stories about Rotary’s impact in the world.

* Think about the kinds of Rotary stories you would tell
different audiences, such as prospective members, new
partners, or potential donors.

* Use these skills when you contact media outlets about
your club’s activities and events.



Now that you have these skills, how can you use them? First, share these skills with others.
Second, think about the different stories that you’d want to tell different audiences. And then
use these skills when you work with the media as well.

Here’s an example:

When Rotary launched its PolioPlus program in 1988, a thousand children were paralyzed by
polio daily in 125 countries where polio was endemic. Today, because of our strong
partnerships and the work of Rotary members around the world, polio remains endemic in
just two countries: Afghanistan and Pakistan. But we know that polio anywhere can be a
threat to children everywhere. Help us protect children around the world by donating today.
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