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Sincerely,

Dr. Brett Bradfield

President, University of Sioux Falls

A note from
THE PRESIDENT

	 Warmest greetings from the University of Sioux Falls. As 

we usher in a new academic year, we have so much to celebrate—

including record fall enrollment and 135 years of academic 

excellence and the University’s guiding motto of Culture for 

Service. 

	 With much excitement and anticipation, we welcomed our 

largest first-time freshman class ever with 303 new students and 

the largest-ever undergraduate population of 1,062 students. 

More than ever—thanks in part to USF’s tuition reset—students 

and their families are understanding that the personal, high quality 

and fully-engaged education USF offers is within their financial 

reach.

	 As USF continues to adapt and change in order to address 

the needs of the day, the University remains faithful to the vision of 

its founders and committed to its traditions of liberal arts and faith 

formation. As the oldest private institution in South Dakota that 

was founded within the state, USF has deep roots in the community. 

We actively seek productive partnerships in Sioux Falls and beyond and take pride in our involvement with the community that 

supports us. Just last year, the Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce recognized USF for 110 years of membership as a founding 

member of the Chamber. 

	 In that thread, I want to give a special welcome to our new board members, all of whom are effective leaders with significant 

ties to our community. I’m excited to introduce this group of talented individuals: Dan LaRock, residing in Hills, Minnesota, is a 

principal and shareholder of Silver Stone Group; Al Schoeneman, from Sioux Falls, is the president of Schoeneman Bros. Co.; Randy 

Stewart of Sioux Falls is the executive director/CEO of Apple Tree Children’s Centers; and Nancee Sturdevant of Sioux Falls has 

served on numerous boards and has strong connections in the community with organizations such as EmBe and CASA.  

	 Simultaneous to the joy in welcoming our new Board of Trustees members, we share in sorrow the passing of three long-

standing trustees, JC Chambers, John Lillibridge and Bill Ballenger, as well as former USF Foundation board member, Jack 

Marshman. As a faith community, we honor them for their outstanding contributions to our University and hold each of them and 

their loved ones in prayer during this time of loss for their families.

	 We have much to be grateful for as we consider the rich history and steadfast commitment to faith formation and academic 

excellence at our University. Furthermore, we honor those faculty and staff who have gone before us in paving the way for 

perpetuating its existence over 135 years.  May those who follow find us likewise faithful. As we look forward to the coming year, 

we extend our most sincere wishes and blessings to each of you. 
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DISPATCH PROJECTT R A D I T I O N  C O N T I N U E S

 CULTURE FOR SERVICE DAY

	 Faithful to USF’s mission of 

serving God and humankind in the 

world, the University has a long-

standing tradition of encouraging 

students to integrate service into 

their everyday lives. To exemplify this 

spirit of service, USF devotes one day 

during the academic year—dubbed 

Culture for Service Day—to serving 

throughout the local community.

	 “Culture for Service Day 

is a day that I would say most 

accurately expresses who we are 

as students, faculty and staff here 

at USF,” says Whitney Norberg, a 

junior Psychology and Theology and 

Biblical Studies double major and a 

member of USF’s Service Core.

	 On October 3, more than 

620 faculty, staff and students 

served at over 30 local Sioux Falls 

organizations.

	 “Culture for Service Day at 

USF fits perfectly with our mission 

and who we are as an institution,” 

says Corey Ross, vice president for 

student development and dean of 

students. “We hope it will open our 

students’ eyes to all of the wonderful 

organizations in Sioux Falls and 

inspire them to model and create the 

habit of servant leadership now and 

beyond their time at USF.” 

cougars
// Serve
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B U I L D S  A  H O M E
DISPATCH PROJECT U S F  T E A M  S U P P O R T S

RACE FOR THE CURE

	 The dense warm air collected sweat on brows of the four USF 

students as they worked alongside local Dominicans and Haitians to 

build a house for a  deserving pastor and his family of 10 this spring in the 

Dominican Republic. Just as tangible as the sweat of hard work was the 

evidence of friendships blossoming among the students and locals. For 

the third year in a row, students have partnered with Dispatch Project, a 

Sioux Falls organization that connects area businesses with global service 

opportunities. “I’m grateful for this trip because I was able to live out 

Culture for Service in a way that I hadn’t been able to before,” says USF 

junior Clara Paul. “I realize that service is not only about doing the work, 

but it is most importantly about sharing and growing in God’s love!”

 

	 Excellence is found on and off the field in USF student-athletes. 

The day following the Key to the City football game, USF football players 

gathered to give back to the community by volunteering at the Susan 

G. Komen Race for the Cure. “We have volunteered at the Race for the 

Cure for many years now,” says Head Football Coach Jon Anderson. “Our 

program strives to provide opportunities for our team members to give of 

their time in a way that helps someone else in a meaningful way.” The event 

included a 5k run and fitness walk that raised funds and awareness for 

breast cancer, celebrated breast cancer survivors and honored those who 

have lost their battle with the disease.
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T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  M OT TO  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  I S  C U LT U R E  F O R  S E R V I C E ,  T H AT  I S , 

W E  S E E K  TO  F O S T E R  AC A D E M I C  E XC E L L E N C E  A N D  T H E  D E V E LO P M E N T  O F  M AT U R E 

C H R I S T I A N  P E R S O N S  F O R  S E R V I C E  TO  G O D  A N D  H U M A N K I N D  I N  T H E  W O R L D.”“
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	 As the largest freshman class in University of Sioux Falls’ history 

arrived on campus this fall, the buzz of excitement was tangible. Cars lined 

up outside of the residence halls were packed with mini fridges, Cougar-

purple apparel and eager students. A new chapter filled with freedom 

and endless possibilities began for many. Although move-in day looked 

much different 135 years ago, the core identity of the USF has remained 

steadfast.

	 USF’s story began to take form on June 5, 1872, when pastors and 

delegates from nine Baptist churches in the Dakota Territory met in 

Vermillion, South Dakota, for the first meeting of the Baptist Association. 

They adopted the following resolution: “Be it resolved that we take 

immediate steps for the establishment 

of an institution among us and that we 

devote a suitable portion of time at each 

annual meeting to the consideration 

of this important subject and give our 

individual and associated influence 

to encourage a more general and 

complete education of our youth under 

distinctively Christian influence.”

	 On September 8, 1883, this desire to form an institution officially 

materialized into reality as secondary and collegiate programs began under 

the name Dakota Collegiate Institute in the basement of First Baptist 

Church. Since that day, USF has held fast to its heritage as a distinctively 

Christian institution in the liberal arts tradition, fostering academic 

excellence and preparing students to serve God and humankind in the 

world. 

U S F  C E L E B R A T E S

135 YEARS

“ S i n c e  t h a t  d ay,  U S F  h a s 

h e l d  f a s t  t o  i t s  h e r i t a g e 

a s  a  d i s t i n c t i ve l y 

C h r i s t i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  .  .” 

Center: “New Baptist College” postcard is sent out in 1909 spotlighting Jorden 
Hall.

Top left: In 1920, Jorden Hall stands nearly alone on a winter day.

Middle left: Studies and music engross students in Dakota Hall, 1920.

Bottom left: Two students study in their dorm in Glidden Hall, 1940.
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	 The University has experienced 

years of both hardship and growth 

throughout its history, but no 

matter the forecast, its mission has 

consistently created stability while 

simultaneously addressing the need to 

be nimble in an ever-changing world. 

	 For example, last year, in an effort 

to open its doors to more students of 

diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, 

USF took a meaningful step in 

addressing the rising cost of college 

tuition by resetting its undergraduate 

tuition price by $10,000, back to levels 

last seen in 2007-2008. The move 

builds upon USF’s long history of 

providing generous financial assistance 

and places the University among 

the most affordable institutions in 

the region. And it helps make USF’s 

intensely personal, 

Christ-centered 

educational 

experience 

accessible 

to more 

students.

	 “Our 

professors 

get to know students 

on a personal level 

and serve as their mentors, friends 

and advocates,” says Aimee Vander 

Feen, vice president for enrollment 

management. “This, along with the 

personalized campus-life experience, 

brings great value to USF students and 

their parents.”

	 Three-hundred and three first-

time freshmen joined this close-knit 

community this fall—which happens 

to be the largest freshman class ever. 

Also, the largest-ever undergraduate 

H I STO RY  O F  U S F

1883 1885

18901900

1908 1931

19331941

1967 1979

19952009

Founded in 1883, Dakota 

Collegiate Institute begins 

in the basement of First 

Baptist Church.

Name changes to Sioux Falls 

University and campus’ 

first building Dakota Hall 

(renamed Meredith Hall in 

1929) is built.

Student newspaper, “The 

Stylus”, reports, “The football 

team will be ready to begin 

work as soon as they get a 

ball.”

Tuition is $9.00 per semester. 

Jorden Hall is built. Acquired four Baptist schools 

that had ceased to operate;

and formed a new 

corporation, Sioux Falls 

College.

During World War II, Sioux 

Falls College becomes a 

2-year institution.

SFC receives full, four-year 

college-status accreditation 

by the National College 

Accreditation Council.

Sioux Falls College is featured in Time 

magazine. The caption reads: “Seven Build-

ings in Seven Years.” The subtitle adds: “But 

our stature comes from people.” 

Braves mascot is changed to 

Cougars.

USF School of 

Nursing founded.

Sioux Falls College becomes 

the University of Sioux Falls.

2018

Tuition is reset by $10,000 

and USF welcomes largest 

freshman class in history.

“O u r   p r o f e s s o r s  g e t 

t o  k n o w  s t u d e n t s  o n  a 

p e r s o n a l  l eve l  a n d  s e r ve 

a s  t h e i r  m e n t o r s ,  f r i e n d s 

a n d  a d vo c a t e s .”
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population of 1,062 students is 

underway with its studies. 		

	 “More than ever I think students 

and their families are understanding 

that the personal, high quality and 

fully-engaged education USF offers is 

within their financial reach, and these 

enrollment numbers demonstrate that,” 

USF President Brett Bradfield says.

	 And USF is proud to be the oldest 

private institution in South Dakota that 

was founded within the state, even 

before South Dakota was a state, and it 

quickly moved to Sioux Falls.

	 “The University recognizes that 

we do not exist in a bubble,” President 

Bradfield says. “To that end, we actively 

seek productive partnerships and take 

pride in our active participation with the 

city, state and region that support our 

existence.” 

	 Last year the Sioux Falls Area 

Chamber of Commerce recognized USF 

for 110 years of membership and as a 

founding member of the Chamber.

	 Each May, between 400 and 500 

students graduate from USF. Of those 

who remain in South Dakota, 87 percent 

stay in Sioux Falls. And an impressive 98 

percent find employment in their chosen 

field within 6 months of graduation.

	 “In addition to producing highly 

skilled workers, our brand of liberal 

arts education commits us to educating 

and preparing the whole person to 

live fully—personally, spiritually and 

intellectually—for a successful career, 

yes, and also a successful life that will 

benefit God’s kingdom,” says Joy Lind, 

vice president for academic affairs.

U S F 
AT  A  G L A N C E

FOUNDED
S E P T E M B E R  8 T H

1 8 8 3

1,615
S T U D E N T S

o f  g r a d u a t e s
s e c u r e  e m p l o y m e n t  o r 

a t t e n d  g r a d u a t e  o r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l 

w i t h i n  6  m o n t h s  o f 

g r a d u a t i o n

Division II

NC
AA

a t h l e t i c s
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T R A D I T I O N SUSF
PURPLE FEATHER

The Purple Feather tradition began in 1921 and 

continues today, recognizing students for outstanding 

contributions of scholarship, character, leadership and 

service.

MADRIGAL DINNERS

Established in 1963 by Lois Harchanko, Music Professor Emeritus, 

the Madrigal Dinners represent one of USF’s longest-standing and 

strongest traditions. The performances combine vocal and instrumental 

music, dancing, drama, elegant Renaissance garb and fine dining.

HOMECOMING

Once called Tepee Days and now referred to as 

Cougar Days, Homecoming is a week filled with 

activities where alumni and current students cele-

brate their “home.”

Students, faculty, staff, trustees and their families celebrated USF’s 135-year 

birthday family style with a picnic, inflatables, balloon animals, live music, wagon 

rides and even a visit from Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken, who is also an 

alumnus of USF’s MBA program!

1 3 5  Y e a r 

P I C N I C

Top left:  Good food, good company and good weather made for a great community 

celebration picnic.

Middle left: Picnic-goers added their thumb prints to a tree painted by USF art 

professor Ceca Cooper as a creative guest book for the event.

Middle right: Balloon animals, inflatables and face painting brought joy to the 

picnic’s youngest attendees. 

Bottom left: Dr. Beth Jernberg’s beloved dogs gave wagon rides to guests around 

the campus quad.

Top Right: Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken, USF President Brett Bradfield and 

first lady Jane, Board of Trustee member Rich Garside and his wife Kristi, and 

board member Jeff Savage pose for a quick snapshot. 
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LATE NIGHT BREAKFAST 

The night leading up to finals, USF professors and 

staff gather in Salsbury Dining Hall every semester 

and serve students a delicious breakfast.

CHAPEL

Our Christian mission is a vibrant thread that pulls 

us together as a community. USF faculty and staff 

come together for fellowship at Chapel every 

Tuesday at 10 a.m. All are welcome.

TOWELS AT GRADUATION

At graduation, each graduate receives a towel 

as a reminder that with an education comes a 

commission to serve.

Freshmen
303

undergraduate
1,062

s t u d e n t s

graduate
553

New

Record

s t u d e n t s
60

honor
s t u d e n t s

s t u d e n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n

affiliation

Wesleyan 2 %

Presbyterian 1%

Assemblies of God 1 %

Lutheran 

14%

 

Methodist

4%

Catholic

10%

Christian Reformed
3%

Baptist

9%

* 51% claimed other or unknown

2018-19 data

“ T h e  g o a l  i s 

f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  C h r i s t 

a n d  i t ’ s  o u t  o f  o u r  f a i t h 

i n  C h r i s t  w e  ex p r e s s 

o u r  f a i t h  t h r o u g h 

s e r v i c e .”

 

Non-Denominational 

4 %

	 As the University celebrates 

135 years of academic 

excellence, it dually holds close 

the guiding motto of Culture for 

Service.

	 “When I think of the whole 

concept of Culture for Service, 

I realize that service itself is not 

the goal,” says Dean 

of Chapel 

Dennis Thum. 

“The goal is 

faithfulness 

to Christ, 

and it’s out 

of our faith in 

Christ that we 

express our faith 

through service. As long 

as over our 135 years 

we have kept our eyes on Jesus 

and run that race—then service 

should have evolved over the 

years and be a product of our 

walk with Christ. That’s what 

we keep reminding ourselves of 

when we talk about Culture for 

Service. We aren’t just trying 

to get people out doing things, 

but we are trying to encourage 

people to love God and follow 

him.”

	 With strength in its vision 

as a distinctively Christian 

institution, the 

University 

confidently 

looks to 

a future 

anchored in 

its mission

to foster 

academic 

excellence and the 

development of mature 

Christian persons for 

service to God and humankind in 

the world.
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AveraNow 
program brings 

healthcare to USF 
students Avera and USF 

have teamed up to give 
students an easy, affordable 
way to meet their health 

care needs. USF students can 
pre-purchase four visits for the 

innovative AveraNow program 
for $99 and use them at any time. 
Using a smartphone, laptop or 

PC, students can virtually meet 
with a doctor or advanced 

practice provider in real time 
from the comfort of their 

apartment, residence hall or 

anywhere. 

Nursing 

program touts 100% 

NCLEX passrate

For the second time in three 

years, the University of Sioux 

Falls School of Nursing students 

have achieved an impressive 100% 

pass rate on the rigorous NCLEX 

exam. This is highest pass rate of 

any nursing program in South 

Dakota and was achieved by 

the 2018 undergraduate 

traditional nursing 

cohort.

USF 
hosts SD 
Supreme 

Court The South 

Dakota Supreme 

Court held its October 

2018 Term of Court on 

the USF campus October 

1-3. The five justices of the 

SD Supreme Court, their 

law clerks, members of the 

Highway Patrol security detail, 

litigating lawyers, and many 

members of the public and 

local schools attended oral 

arguments for nine different  

cases. This is the third time 

USF has had the honor 

of hosting the South 

Dakota Supreme 

Court.

Scholarship 
breakfast 

celebrates students 
and community partnership

USF celebrated its 

longstanding relationship 

with First PREMIER Bank at 

a special breakfast last spring. 

The event recognized eight 

USF students who received 

scholarships from First PREMIER 

Bank. Bank President and CEO 

Dana J. Dykhouse and USF 

President Brett Bradfield spoke 

at the event on their shared 

commitment to helping 

students grow professionally 

and the value of relevant 

work experience.

 

COUGAR

Bulletin

11 USF MAGAZINE // FALL 2018
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cougar
// family

USF education majors don’t wait to start gaining classroom teaching experience until after 

graduation. Just ask Tiffany Engelson, a junior Elementary Education major also pursuing 

minors in English Language Learning and Reading. Tiffany spent part of her summer in a 

classroom in Kenya, Africa, working with students and teachers at the Simba Educational 

Ministries school, which is located right outside of Eldoret. “With our time spent at the 

school, we put on a workshop for the teachers to provide educational information and 

resources, in hopes that it would be helpful, useful and beneficial,” Tiffany says. “We 

brought school supplies along to pass out to the students—we were amazed by the level 

of hunger they had for education.” The experience was not only an opportunity to start 

practicing what Tiffany has learned but also affirmed her desire to work with students 

from different cultures. “Even though it sounds cliché, love really is a universal language,” 

Tiffany says. “Another part of what we did included home visits into the community. The 

people would welcome us with great hospitality and open hearts. There were actually 

times when they couldn’t speak any English. We could sense the Holy Spirit among us and 

that brought us together with one purpose.” 

Student 
Spotlight

“We have had four Power 5 strength and conditioning coaches graduate from USF in the 

past 10 years,” says Exercise Science major Dalton Elliott.  “Building relationships with those 

guys really helped get my foot in the door.” Dalton returned to USF’s campus this fall to finish 

out his senior year in the program with a bright future in a career he is passionate about. “I  

had an internship this past summer with Louisiana State University Football Strength and 

Conditioning, and I don’t think I would have gotten that opportunity at a school anywhere 

close to here,” Dalton says. USF’s exercise science program not only has strong alumni 

connections across the nation but also thrives in job placement due to workforce partners 

within the city of Sioux Falls. With two major hospitals and over 50 fitness facilities, students 

like Dalton have the opportunity to choose from an array of internship and workforce 

placement opportunities.

“My dream is to become an immigration lawyer or a public defender and maybe later on a 

senator,” says freshman Diana Rivera. Thanks to USF’s recent tuition reset, Diana realized 

she could afford pursuing her dream at USF.  “I heard about USF through my older brother 

who was interested in attending himself, but due to the cost he decided to go to a community 

college. However, once he heard about the tuition reset that USF placed this year, he told me 

I should go because he felt that I would love USF,” Diana says. After visiting to experience USF 

for herself, Diana found USF’s intimate class sizes, supportive faculty and Christian identity 

to be just the attributes she was looking for. “The part of college I am most excited about is 

personal growth and making new friendships that will last a lifetime,” Diana says. 

Dalton Elliott

Diana Rivera

Tiffany engelson

// Worthington, MN

// Sioux Falls, SD

// Saint Peter, MN
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	 History shows the University of Sioux Falls’ first-ever athletic competition 

took place in 1902 when the football team took on the University of South 

Dakota.

	 While intercollegiate athletics at USF have experienced significant 

development, change and growth since that day, unquestionably one of 

the biggest moves for USF was the transition from competing in National 

Association of Intercollegiate Athletics to National Collegiate Athletic 

Association Division II athletics, which was officially completed in 2011. Not 

only did this change affect athletic competition at USF, it’s also had an impact 

on academics and recruitment and has helped shape a promising future for USF.

	 During its years in the NAIA, the Cougars experienced much success, so 

the move to the higher level of competition was not without risk. During its 

years in the NAIA, Cougars earned achievements from four national football 

titles and 19 conference crowns to the women’s softball team advancing to 

the NAIA World Series and much more. And of course no 

collegiate athletic program wants to go down in stature.

	 “It was something we had to consider because of 

the dynamics of athletic programming and academics 

in higher education everywhere,” says USF President 

Brett Bradfield, who was instrumental in the decision 

to make the transition as then-Provost of the 

University. “Plus we had to show vision, responsibility 

and strength in how we planned to mold our future. 

Moving up was an institutional decision and one based 

on the school’s tradition of excellence, understanding that people here have 

always handled change with poise and confidence.”

	 And the Cougars have answered the call in so many ways. Following 

the three-year transitional period to NCAA DII, USF officially joined the 

Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference in 2012 and has attained success and 

A T H L E T I C S 
P R O G R A M  B U I L D S

A LEGACY

 “ T h e  g r o w t h 

i n  a t h l e t i c s  i s 

a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f 

h a r d  w o r k   .  .  .”

Center: In 1996, legendary Head Coach Bob Young directed the USF Football Program 
to an NAIA National Championship. The title was the first of four won by USF from 
1996 to 2009 in NAIA.

Top left: After a long losing streak ended in 1953, Head Football Coach Philip 
Tinsworth celebrated a football win by doing a headstand at the corner of 10th St. and 
Phillips Ave. in downtown Sioux Falls.

Middle left: Luther Hippe, who played at USF from 1983-87 and is a USF Athletics Hall 
of Fame member, ranks ninth in scoring (1,589 points) and third in rebounding (912) in 
USF school history.

Bottom left: USF Athletic Hall of Fame member Nicole Puettmann Reutner blazes 
around the track.

Move to NCAA DII shaped promising future beyond USF Athletics
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Left: Student-athletes Alyson Johnsen Stanke and 
Samantha Knecht celebrate four years of balancing 
excellence in academics and on the basketball court at 
graduation.

Above right: Three-time all-league performer John Tidwell 
led the USF Football Team to a pair of postseason wins in 
2014 and 2015.

Below right: The USF Women’s Soccer Program is part of 
USF’s 17-sport athletics department.

achievement in the classroom and competitively at the 

higher level. 

	 Out of its 16-team league, USF has never finished 

lower than seventh in the NSIC All Sports standings, and 

this past spring, USF ranked a program-best fourth place.

	 “I think that our student-athletes and coaches 

have shown no fear and exhibited leadership at every 

turn,” says Interim Director of Athletics Pam Gohl, 

who took over leadership of USF Athletics following 

the resignation of Josh Snyder this year. “Our student-

athletes are part of a faith-based university that may be 

small in size but big in heart. The strength, strong faith 

and courage of our student-athletes shine through in 

competition, the classroom and in community service.”  

Academic honors

	 Since transitioning to the NCAA DII and the NSIC, 

USF is the only school in the NSIC to be recognized with 

the NCAA Division II Presidents’ Award for Academic 

Excellence three years in a row. In addition, USF has had 

95 All-Americans, 960 Academic All-NSIC honorees, 

214 All-NSIC honorees, and four Elite 90 recipients (top 

grade point average award by a national qualifier at an 

NCAA Championship event). 

Athletic achievement in DII

	 In the seven short years since USF transitioned to 

NCAA DII, the USF football team won the school’s first-

ever NSIC title in 2016, advanced to the postseason 

four straight years (2014-17) and attained an NSIC-

record-high .818 winning percentage. That same year, 

the women’s basketball team won the NSIC postseason 

tournament and advanced to the national tournament. 

Track and field, cross country and swimming teams have 

all earned Top 25 finishes at national championship 

meets. Four USF student-athletes have won NCAA DII 

track and field individual titles.  

The service mindset

	 True to the University’s long-standing traditional 

motto of Culture for Service, which stretches back to 

the very beginnings of the institution 135 years ago 

in 1883, service is incorporated into team culture at 

USF and is central to the purpose of its teams. With the 

constant guidance and encouragement of their coaches, 

entire teams and student-athletes as individuals put 

in hundreds of hours of service each year to the Sioux 

Falls community and beyond. In one of its larger group 

initiatives, the USF Student-Athlete Advisory Committee 

collects donations for Make-A-Wish Foundation 

annually. And recently in October this year, multiple 

athletic teams were among the 620 students, faculty and 

staff who participated in service throughout the Sioux 

Falls community during USF’s Culture for Service Day 

held October 3.

	 As USF athletics programming forges forward into 

the future at the NCAA DII level, right alongside athletic 

prowess and winning on the field, court, track and pool, 

will remain the basic tenants of the institution: a legacy 

of excellence that extends to academics and guiding 

purpose in service to God and humankind. 

U S F  AT H L E T I C S 
C O N F E R E N C E  A F F I L I AT I O N

Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NCAA DII, 2012-current)

Great Plains Athletic Conference
 (NAIA, 2000-2010)

South Dakota-Iowa Athletic Conference 
(NAIA, 1992-2000)

South Dakota Intercollegiate Conference 
(NAIA,1978-1992, 1922-1960) 

Tri-State Conference 
(NAIA, 1971-1978, 1960-71)

T R A D I T I O N  O F 
E XC E L L E N C E 

N A I A  S U C C E S S  H I G H L I G H TS

four national football titles and 19 
conference crowns 

women’s softball team advanced to the 
NAIA World Series 

men’s basketball program advanced to 
nine national tournaments 

women’s tennis made four trips to the 
national championships

men’s tennis made five trips to the 
national championships

the track and field programs had four 
NAIA individual national championships 

women’s basketball team advanced to 
three national tournaments 

Last year USF Cougars ranked 

a program-best fourth place in 

the NSIC All Sports Standings.

Since joining the NCAA DII and 

NSIC, USF is the only school 

recognized three consecutive 

years with the NCAA Division II 

Presidents’ Award for Academic 

Excellence. 
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Cougar Royalty
Top row: Brennan Waltner, Xavier Scarlett, Ian Doyle, 

Josiah Abraham, Micah Reierson, Connor DeJong 

Bottom row: Molly Briney, Kelsey Bageant,

Gillian Cheney,  Lindsey Sullivan,     

Elizabeth Enalls, Ashlea Brenna

Queen: Elizabeth Enalls

King: Xavier Scarlett

Alumni Reunion

Longtime friends gathered at the alumni reunion to 

reminisce and celebrate the USF community.

Cougar victory

The football team secured a 56-14 Northern Sun 

Intercollegiate Conference win over Minot State 

before a Cougar Days crowd of 1,572 on a cold 

Saturday afternoon.

The USF family celebrated tradition and long 

lasting relationships at this year’s Cougar Days, 

September 24–30.

2018

Cougar Music

The USF Band and Concert Chorale performed 

at special homecoming chapel. Additionally the 

Concert Chorale sang at First Baptist Church the 

Sunday following the football game.
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Madrigal
DINNERS

DECEMBER 8, 2018

USF
55th Annual

MADRIGAL ALUMNI REUNION
CELEBRATING THE  

SAVE THE DATE! 

// ALUMNI REUNION PERFORMANCE

NOVEMBER 30, DECEMBER 1 & 7
// TRADITIONAL PERFORMANCES LEARN MORE AT USIOUXFALLS.EDU/MADRIGALS 

usiouxfalls.edu

Continuing & Professional Studies

From personalized education plans for working professionals to workshops to gain cutting edge skills, we hear again and again that personal 

attention makes all the difference at USF. We invest in you as you invest in your life’s journey. Whether making a career change or advancing in your 

current field, USF can help you achieve your goals.

CONNECTIONS
Get more. Make more.

1966
1965

1988
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cougar
// family

“I’m old fashioned,” says Kevin Cole, professor of English. “I continue to believe that reading, thinking about and discussing great 

literature enriches our lives in indelible ways. I can’t imagine a life lived without literary expression.” Deeply invested in his field both 

personally and professionally, Dr. Cole wants his students to experience a transformative education through seeking knowledge, 

gaining practical experience and pursuing creative enterprises. During his 20 years of teaching in USF’s English department, Dr. 

Cole has also invested in and contributed to his field. In 2016, he published a book of poetry, “Late Summer Plums”. And in the 

last few years, he has received two South Dakota Arts Council/NEA grants, written two plays, participated in a fellowship at Yale 

University studying American slave narratives—which resulted in the American Slave Narratives course he now teaches at USF 

and a scholarly article—and is currently writing two novels. Fittingly, Dr. Cole was a recipient of the 2018 Outstanding Faculty 

Award, which recognizes excellence in teaching and scholarly endeavors that contribute in a meaningful and positive manner to the 

academic community of the University.

In describing her work as a psychology professor at USF, Dr. Gretchen Hoffman, associate professor of psychology,  says, “I 

simply treasure the opportunity to share the discipline I love with our students.” In her classroom she strives to make the 

material meaningful, relevant and real. She notes that the fabric of USF allows her to integrate faith and learning in her 

courses. “Encouraging students to better understand who they are and whom they hope to become is most rewarding,” 

Dr. Hoffman says. One specific strength in the USF psychology department is that students conduct their own research. 

“This allows students to not only be consumers of research but also producers of it,” Dr. Hoffman says.  Just this year Dr. 

Hoffman collaborated with USF students and Professor Andrew Beck, assistant professor of psychology, to investigate the 

impact of a brief educational brochure on public perceptions of electroconvulsive therapy for the treatment of depression—

an endeavor that got their work published in an international academic journal. “Ultimately, I am inspired by the opportunity to 

encourage students at USF—a special community where we lift each other up, engage one another with grace and the world for 

God’s service,” Dr. Hoffman says.

As director of the Bridges English Language Program, Dr. Randy Nelson celebrates the growth of the program designed to assist 

those who desire increased proficiency in English. “In Sioux Falls there are many intelligent, capable and determined people who 

need assistance with English to advance their lives,” Dr. Nelson says. “Some have survived war, poverty and relentless hunger 

in their home countries. Others have endured despotic leadership or natural disasters. I want the Bridges program to give 

students more than English skills. I want it to provide people with encouragement, hope and confidence.  If Bridges can play 

even a small role in helping people have peaceful and meaningful lives, the program can then be considered a success.” The 

same authenticity is found in the work Dr. Nelson does as Director of International Education at USF as he recruits students, 

provides guidance to prospective students, organizes and carries out international student orientation and assists F-1 

international students with their day-to-day needs. With genuine care for his students, Dr. Nelson embarks on his 40th year of 

teaching and 12th year at USF this fall.

Dr. randy nelson|associate professor, education / director of international education	
	                             

Faculty 
Spotlight

Dr. kevin cole|Professor, English

Dr. Gretchen Hoffman | Associate Professor, Psychology 
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Individuals

$100,000+
John and Ann Collier

Beverly Conway*

Bill and Karen Edwards

Rich and Kristi Garside

Evelyn McKillop*

Boyd and Barb McMurchie

Marian Sullivan

$50,000–$99,999.99
Curt and Carole Buchholz

Joan and Philip* Clark

Titus and Carol Evans

Bill and Carolyn Hinks

Frank and Faith Kamm

Al Schoeneman

$25,000–$49,999.99
Dale and Judy Blauwet

Shirley Herrstrom*

Dorothea Howard*

David and Kathy Martin

Lois Michael*

Dr. Harry and Jeanne* Robison

Phil and Jimmie Rysdon

$10,000–$24,999.99
Anonymous

Marjorie J. Anderson

Tim and Fred Bailey

Paul and Pat Barber

Gary and Barb Baumgartner

Eldon and Marilyn Bills

Warren and Joyce Camp

Bob and Dorothy Johnson Caselli

Paul and Darlene Eidsness

David Evans

Max and Cheryl Merry

Jim and Sue Norberg

Jennifer Olson

Jon and Kris Peterson

Scott and Dawn Rysdon

Stan and Deb (O'Dell) Smith

Gordon* and Dee Stewart

$5,000–$9,999.99
Anonymous

Dick and Shirley Barcus

Les and Shirley Bertsch

Duane and Lois (DeBoer) Boice

Brett and Jane Bradfield

Abel* and Norma* DeGroot

Noel Dikkers

Beth Shipman Habicht

Todd and Laurie Knutson

Mrs. Janet Masterson-Himan and 

     Mr. Dennis P. Himan

Bob and Linda Mickey

Dean and Bev Nelson

Ren Weedon and 

     Paula O'Neill-Weedon

Bob and Betty Jo Roberts

Alex and Magita Rojas

Philip and Sharon Schaefer

Ray* and Margret* Swift

Mick and Marilyn Woodden

Tiena Zbornik

$2,500–$4,999.99
Anonymous

Mike Adams

Bill  Ballenger

Fred and Renee Bellum

Leon and Darline Bill

Dan and Jennifer Boyle

Judy DeBoer

Terry and Marsha Denniston

Bill Eichel

Jay and Natalie Eidsness

Will and Hilary Eidsness

Roger* and Ruth* Fredrikson

MaeBelle Goudy

Bud and Ellen Harris

Gary and Sonja King

Kenneth "SID" Kortemeyer

John and Naomi Massa

Jim Merrill

Mat and Sara Nelson

Patrick and Sandra Nelson

Randy Nelson

Rocky and Arianna Rehfeldt

Beverly Rieck

Shane and Elisabeth Sandersfeld

Allan M. Saugstad

Lyle and Paula Terveen

Jon and Judy Thorsheim

John and Kimberley Thune

$1,500–$2,499.99
Tom and Betty Woodden

Jason and Jaime Appel

Dave and Karen Bangasser

Bill and Lisa Bartell

Tom and Amy Bosch

Linda Cruce

Norm and Muriel Ekeland

Jim Fett and Therese Sprunger

Jeff and Julie Gednalske

James Harrenga

Jon and Stephanie Hiatt

Jay and Sarah Hutton

Al and Carol Johnson

Bob and Jane Kolbe

Nick and Chelsey Kortan

Jim and Barb Lake

Gwenda Lehmann*

Tom* and Cindy Lillibridge

Vernon and Julie McAreavey

Bethel Muetzel

Alan and Ellen Newberg

John Sherman and 

     Larissa O'Neill Sherman

Tim and Brenda Plimpton

Rebecca Niemeyer Rens

Jeff and Denise Savage

Bernie and Cathy Schock

Bob and Marilyn Shaw

David L. Smith and 

     Dr. Nancy Hakel-Smith

Florence Tromsness

Jay Van Essen

Jeff and Mindy Veltkamp

Bob and Karen Veninga

Steve and Lori Walker

Richard and Donna Wayne

Fred and Sharon Wear

Garrett and Marissa Weinreis

Mark and Berinda Wolitarsky

Larry Yuen

$500–$1499.99
Anonymous

Dennis and Vicki Adams

Allan and Sue Allenspach

Jon and Amanda Anderson

Miles and Lynn Benedict

Sean Binker

JoAnn Brenner

William and Cathleen Britton

Myrna Lea Brunz

Everett and Marilyn Burgeson

Virgil and Barb Burress

Dorothy Butler

John and LuAnnette Butler

Leora Calhoun

Bob and Jo Clarke

Steve and Dianna Coleman

Bob and Lois Crandall

Glen and BJ Dappen

Don and Muriel Decker

Marcus and Mary Doss

Dan and Linda Ellingson

Rich and Lynette Erickson

David and Kim Flagg

Lois Franco

Norm Gearhart

Tony Goettsch

Eric and Pam Gohl

Daniel and Melissa Guebert

Stephen Hackel

Larry and Betty Ann Hackett

Steven and Alice Hagan

Larry Hagan

Mark and Mary Hansen

Cal Hanson

John Harper

Stanley and Jean Hawthorne

Doug and Doretta Heidebrink

Steve Herman

Al and Marilyn Herrboldt

Chuck and Janelle Hiatt

Glen and Dixie Hieb

Kay K. Hiigel

Steve and Nancy Horan

Dan and Jean Hylland

Jerry and Robbi Jacobsen

Todd Janzen

Nate Kaeding

Wally and Janet Klawiter

Stacy and Anna Kooistra

Gerald and Lisa Koolstra

Thomas and Anjanette Kopp

Russell and Sherena Kost

Perry and Kathy Krush

John Kudirka

Mike and Angie Kuiper

Reggie and Chelsea Kuipers

Jeremy and Barbara Letsche

Ron and Joy Lind

Bill and Margaret Loewen

Chad and Traci Lofing

Dave and Luann Long

Martin Lundblad and 

     Lori Dvirnak Lundblad

Ellie Marshman

Ron and Dar* Mattice

Joel and Andrea McCartney

Charles Miller

Ryan and Cassi Millsap

Mike and Jane Moore

Dick Munson*

Nathan and Briana Nassif

Jonathan Neiderhiser and 		

     Jenny Bangsund

Wes and Lena Woodden Nelson

John Norberg

Craig and Noelle Okken

Ray and Dee Olson

Gail and Judy Outtrim

Eva Alice Patterson*

Thane and Brenda Paulsen

Howard and Lou Ann Paulson

John and Trudy Peters

David and Patty Peterson

Buck and Marilyn Peterson

Troy Phillips

Bob and Ruth Pinder

Jeff and Tracy Popham

Craig and Amanda Powell

Fred and Amy Preator

Randy and Pat Rasmussen

Duane and Yvonne Rieder

Carolyn Roths

Don and Joyce Sandersfeld

Linda Sassman

Larry and Bonnie Schafer

Todd and Jill Schlekeway

Todd and Linda Schoenfelder

Brad and Susie Schroeder

Kevin and Shelly Schwedhelm

Jeff and Jolene Smith

Jeff Soholt and Paula Bergin Soholt

Cal and Judie Sorensen

Matthew and Mae Sprinkle

Parker Stewart

Ben and Cindy Stone

Marty Strasburg

Tim Sturdevant and 

     Nancee Riveland Sturdevant

Bob and Barbara Sweat

Duncan and Shelley Tilton

Kyle and Amy Torkelson

Betty Tronson

Greg and Aimee Vander Feen

Brad and Janelle VanLeur

Joshua Veurink

Rod Voeller

Kurt Watzek

Irv and Barb Westberg

Barbara Mullen White*

Braden and Kayla Wieking

Irene Wirt

Bob and Diane Young

$250–$499.99
Anonymous

Don and Karen Amend

Steve and Cheryl Beier

Chad and Jerri Birger

Earl* and Betty* Bonacker

Harriet Brown

Homer and Charlene Christensen

Maurice and Veloris Christiansen

Ken and Barbara Coddington

Mike and Jennifer Comfort

Craig Cormack

Darla De Haan

Reed and Cindy DeVries

Brian and Kristen Dickmeyer

Dave Dickmeyer

Michael Dickmeyer

Thain Dikkers and 

     Linda Nelson-Dikkers

Curtis and Amanda Eben

Steve and Kris Egger

Alex Elizondo

Tom and Mary Frederick

Dave and Sara Gaeth

Bob and Shirley Garry

Michael and Tiffany Gonda

David and Kristi Greenfield

Lorri A. Halverson

Alan Hansen

Susan Haram

Dan and Allison Haugrud

Patrick and Laurie Haupt

Tony and Shelley Heredia

Adam and Amy Huntimer

Duncan Jakubowski

Thomas Jennings

Brad and Katie Kennett

Lynda and Chip Kniffin

Leota Knight

Mike and Karna Kudirka

Tom and Marjorie Lamberson

Randy and Mary Lawson

Don and Shireen Levsen

Henry and Sherry Lippert

Bill and Jacki Loftis

Mitchell Lyall

Tim and Catherine Maes

Amy Mannie

Jim and Kara Mathis

Michael and Rachel Mboob

Janice Miller

Garth and Bonnie Neisess

Michael and Kathy Nelson

Tyler and Tevan Newman

Gregg and Deb Palmer

Chad and Tali Paulson

Ernestine Pound*

Joan Ratzloff

Richard and Susan Reese

Matt Rieck

Brent and Krystal Ripperda

Joe and Anita Sande

Larry and Phyllis Schrag

Steven and Kelly Schroyer

Terry Sheppard

Roger Shogren

James Simunek

Larry and Shirley Snuttjer

Jeffrey and Judy Spaans

Sarah and Victor Strasburg

John and Fran Tate

Paul and Jill Ten Haken

Larry and Jan Thury

Vadanak and Erica Try

John Weispfenning and Christine Kelly

Les and Marjorie Westphal

Jeff Wright

$100–$249.99
Anonymous

Roger and Ruth Adelsman

Randy and Judy Aldrich

David and Barbara Anderson

Adam and Jennifer Ansel

Mark and Amy Arndt

Marvin and Janet Baker

Steven and Kathy Lyn Ballard

Matthew Bangsund

Chuck Barnes

Steven and Kari Bernardy

Paul and Kathryn Berroth

Steve and Karla Bertrand

Doug and Kristi Beukelman

Barbara Binder

Skyler Bloch

Bruce and Sharon Blumer

Doug Boe

Robert and Bonnie Boese

Brad and Linda Bomhoff

Loren Boyens

Evelyn Boyum

Bill and Krista Branan

Jeff and Janet Brekke

DONOR HONOR ROLL
The University of Sioux Falls is grateful to the following individuals and organizations who made a contribution of $100 or 

more in cash gifts, pledge payments, gifts-in-kind, or gifts of stock between the July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018 fiscal year.

*Denotes deceased
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Ray and Lisa Brooks

Timothee and Amanda Bryan

Sheila Bryan

Timothy Burrell

Kathleen Chandler

Dick and Joan Cheney

Don and Cheryl Christopherson

Clifford Cole

Chuck Coonradt

Walter Correia

Rev. Paulette and Greg Cott

Michael Covais

Kevin Coyle

Rachel Crowley

Tom Culver

Francis and Louise D'Addario

Truman and Clarice Dalton

Grady and Jacqueline Davis

Ryan and Stacy DeBates

Drew and Meghan DeGroot

Brenda Dejong

Jesse and Mary Dirksen

Charles and Diane Dold

Sam and Jackie Dooyema

Allen and Donna Dornak

Jim and Lauranne Eichel

Mrs. James Eitrheim

Marc and Tammy Ellwein

Larry and Nancy Evans

Rich and Mary Fedders

Derek Fischer

Dennis Fowler

Don Franklin

Aaron and Dawn Frederickson

Alison Friederich

Barbara Fritz

Gerald and Tracy Fritzler

George Gallagher

Eloy Gallegos

James and Ann Nell Gann

Thomas and Ann Garry

Troy and Tami Gavin

Bette Gerberding

Mrs. William Gibson

Susan Gillies

Dave and Pat Ginther

Jack and Lillian Glandon

Kim Glandon

Dave and Elaine Gnirk

Dean and Peggy Goettsch

Marcia Grahame

Richard and Mary Grebel

Mark Gries

Wendy Fisher Grimm

Esther Guild

Jaclyn Guthmiller

Daniel and Jennifer Haggar

Jack and Judy Hamilton

Chad and Christy Heckathorn

Pete and Marilyn Hegg

Mark and Pam Heiberger

Virginia Heiberger

Alex and Kelsey Heinert

David and Elizabeth Helander

Tim and Melissa Hiatt

Shirley Hoehl

Douglas and Gretchen Hoffman

Charles Holmen

Charles Holmstrom

Gayle and Clarke Hoover

Sharon Hoover

Sandy Horst

Marvin and Ruth Hoshaw

Tom and Gloria Houle

Ronald and Barbara Houske

LeeDel Howard

Samantha Hoyt

Gregory and Christine Hughes

Darren Huinker

Chad and Kari Hultgren

Robert and Beverly Jacobsen

Larry and Marcia Janssen

Cheri and Leroy Johnke

Alyson Johnsen

Greg and Debbie Johnson

John and Rosemary Jones

Timothy Katzenberger

Hee Bom and Suyoung Keel

Norman and Sylvia Kempf

Ryan and Jennifer Knutson

Crystal Koehler

Ed and Carol Koester

Cody Kontz

Todd and Mariea Korey

Lon and Sandra Kouri

Gary and Janice Kristensen

Paul and Candace Kush

Dylan Kvaale

Mick and Lisa Lambert

Larry and Dana Lang

Dan and Marie LaRock

Melinda Larson

Mary Lawson

Radu Lazar

Janice Lekvin

Dorothy Lester

Lavonne Lindow

Bonnie Livingston

Jessica Long

Gary and Vickie Loosbrock

Tammy Loosbrock

Mike and Nicole Luccarelli

Erik and Heidi Lucs

Barry and Darla Lung

Barb Lunzman

Jim and Dorothy Lynch

Gregg and Barbara Magera

Taylor and Kristin Majerus

Omari and Becky Mamboleo

Kenneth and Irene Manning

Terry and Amy Mashek

Timothy McAthie

Tyler McAthie

Pamela McCary

Michael McCausland

Brian and Coty McGuire

Trevor McKown

Russell and Susan McSherry

Bronwyn Mellquist

J. E. and C. D. Meng

Metta B. Laughlin*

Troy and Pam Mickelson

TJ and Chelsie Miller

Richard Moe

Joe and Kelsey Moen

John Monk

Wayne and Mary Frances Morden

Jerry and Catherine Muston

Dan and Robin Nagami

Al and Dianne Nelson

Ron and Elizabeth Nelson

Wallace and Karen Nelson

Robert Nestor

Dorothy Nichols

Heather Nilson

Tyler Nolz

Dan and Jeanne Noteboom

Scott Nowak

David and Lisa Nutter

Joe and Janette Obermueller

Greg and Beth O'Hara

Jim and Hazel Oldham

Mary Olinger

William Kramer and Nancy Olive

Ralph Olsen

Bill and Nancy Olson

John and Holly Paulson

Ryan Pennington

Kenneth Peters

Dustin Peterson

John Peterson

William and Beverly Prather

Curt and Jeannine Radel

Rich and Eunise Ramirez

Wayne Ramsdell

Shana Reese

Arlo and Dianne Reichter

Chad and Amy Remington

Jeff and Heidi Reynolds

Tom and Jennifer Rice

Austin Richey

John Richter

Brett Robinson

George and Michele Robinson

Madelin Robson

Ardella Rold

Donald and Michele Roskowiak

Keith Russell

Mary Russell

Thomas and Lisa Rysavy

Gregory Satter

Bradley and Jacqueline Schild

Norman and Linda Schlafmann

Daryl and Jane Schubert

Julie Schumacher

Tim Schut

Stephen and Joyce Scott

Cedric and Lexi Seefeldt

Zach and Jordan Seefeldt

Jason and Kristine Shanks

David and JoAnne Shaw

Ev and Patti Shepherd

Sara Shinn

L. Shogren

Ryan Simmons

Curt and Kim Slater

Mark and Joann Soderlund

Bob and Jolene Spilde

Matt and Brita Stange

Carl and Verdeen Strain

Jase Strasburg

Byron and Becky Strom

Bill and Renee Sutton

Richard Sweetman

Terry and Lori Tendler

Ted and Cynthia Thie

Pat Thoen

Thomas and Tara Thoen

Helyn Thompson

Vance and Jana Thompson

Bryan and Janet Thrush

Linus and Ruth Thury

Dewayne and Jan Torkelson

Richard and Judy Travis

Kenneth and Diane Van Essen

Jim and Sandy Van Gerpen

Dr. Carilyn and Brad Van Kalsbeek

Lois Voigt

Marlyn and Leslie Waltner

Jay and Carla Wardrobe

Justine Watson

Mark and Dena Weddell

Betty Weintz

Eric Weisser

Donald and Harriett Wendt

Max and Jill Whitley

Dwayne Williams

Sandra Winkelman

Jim Woster

Organizations
$100+
AAA Cleaning and Painting

American Baptist Home Mission Society

Anytime Fitness

A-OK Sanitary Service

Aramark

Jim and Audrey Bailey Foundation

Baumgartner's Electric

Bethel Baptist Church, Powers Lake, ND

Bismarck Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND

D.A. and C.C. Brechtelsbauer     	

     Benevolences of the Sioux Falls Area  	

     Community Foundation

Brinkers Construction

Church for the Harvest, Alexandria, MN

CNA Surety

Combined Pool and Spa

Community Home Trust

CorTrust Bank

Cypress Risk Management

Dakota Vision Center

Davis Family Auto Sales

Dixon Golf

Dow Rummel Village

Edwards Family Foundation

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD

Engineering Technical Services

First Baptist Church, Clinton, Iowa

First Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD

First Baptist Church, Gillette,  WY

First Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND

First Baptist Church, Watertown, SD

First Baptist Church, Council Bluffs, IA

First Baptist Church, North Platte, NE

First Baptist Church, Ipswich, SD

First Baptist Church, Winnebago, MN

First Baptist Church, Fairbury, NE

First Baptist Church, Alliance, NE

First Baptist Church, Winner, SD

First Baptist Church, Eagle Grove, IA

First Baptist Church, Glenburn, ND

First Baptist Church, Pierre, SD

First Baptist Church, Guide Rock, NE

First Baptist Church, Fairfield, IA

First Baptist Church, Plainfield, IA

First Baptist Church, Chapman, NE.

First Baptist Church of Lucas, Burke, SD

Fitness First of Tea

gpac

Graco Foundation

Grand Falls Casino Resort

Harding Glass

Hegg Companies

Heritage Funeral Home

Hillcrest Baptist Brethren Church,           	

     Fredericksburg, IA

Hilton Garden Inn Sioux Falls       	

     Downtown

Hymen and Nila Pitts Charitable Fund 	

     of the Sioux Falls Area Community 	

     Foundation

Immanuel Baptist Church, Minot, ND

Inca Mexican Restaurant

Jensen Insurance & Real Estate

Jones Development Group

Julie Prairie Photography

K and L Kennels

Koch Hazard Architects

Lambert Heating & Air Conditioning

Mary Chilton DAR Foundation

May & Johnson PC

Mid-American Baptist Foundation

Midcontinent Communications

Minnick Plumbing

Northern States Auto Transport

On the House

Overhead Door

Pampered Chef

Andy and Sara Patterson Family       	

     Charitable Fund of the Sioux Falls 	

     Area Community Foundation

Paul J. Barber Family Foundation

Pipe Lining Supply

Ray Sietsema Trust

Regis Salon

Reliabank Dakota

Revival Animal Health

Roguevation

Royal Fork Buffet Restaurant

Scheels All Sports

Schoeneman's Lumber Company

South Dakota Foundation of 

     Independent Colleges

Second Baptist Church

Sioux Steel Company Foundation

South Dakota Furniture Mart

South Dakota Junior Football

State Farm Insurance - Jason Ahrendt

Storm City Auto Parts

Sun Tan City

The Auto Group

The First Baptist Church, Rapid City, SD

The Hatterscheidt Foundation

Thompson Insurance and Financial    	

     Services Inc.

Thrivent Financial

Trent Baptist Church, Trent, SD

Tru-Proof

Ultimate Golf & Academy

United Church of Hot Springs, Hot   	

     Springs, SD

Vanhove Insurance

Vintage Events

Vitality Chiropractic

Vogel Foundation

Washington Pavilion of Arts

Wells Fargo Bank, Sioux Falls

Wells Fargo Foundation

West Central Baseball

Wicksville Community Church, Owanka, SD

Wilson Management

Woodbury Baptist Church, Woodbury, MN

Thank you!
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“

Friends

Class Notes
Based on information received between January 1 and June 30,
2018.  Send us your update today at usiouxfalls.edu/alumni.

// CELEBRATIONS Shelby Steele ‘17 married Alex Hickman 
on April 14, 2018, Sioux Falls.

 

James Foster and Robyn welcomed 
Ringan Lewis on April 10, 2018.

Joe Ford and Stephanie welcomed 
Sullivan Vincent on April 30, 2018.

Ashley Holen and Jake welcomed Calvin 
Jacob on Jan. 25, 2018, Sioux Falls.

Karrie Morgan and Ben welcomed Louisa 
Ann on Feb. 1, 2018, Sioux Falls.

Jill Pitz and Brock welcomed Caleb Allen 
and Jan. 5, 2018,  Sioux Falls.

Brian Sebera and Brandy welcomed 
Desta Dorothy on Jan. 29, 2018.

Faculty & StaffAlumni
Duane Greenfield ‘39 celebrated his 
100th birthday on June 2, 2018.

Mary (Espeland) ‘68 and Morris 
Anderson ‘69 celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on June 22nd, 2018. 

Beryl (Simmons) Olson ‘70 and husband, 
Dick, celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary on June 14, 2018.

Gary Rakebrandt ‘97 was honored 
by Lutheran Social Services as a 2018 
Outstanding Mentor Nominee.

Daniel Grenz ‘05 and Karla welcomed 
Jael Tirzah on Oct. 28, 2017 in                           
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Jaren (Johnson) Guetter ‘05 and Luke 
welcomed Kinnley Blair on May 11, 2018, 
Sioux Falls.

Jess Thomas ‘10 married Eric Flock 
on March 30, 2018, in Punta Cana,       
Dominican Republic.

Danae Elrich ‘11 married Taylor Fritza on 
May 26, 2018, Sioux Falls.

Staci (Spilde) ‘12 and Kyle Simons ‘13 
welcomed Rory on Feb. 15, 2018,          
Sioux Falls.

Katelynn (Peterson) Doohen ‘13 and TJ 
welcomed Gideon Jon on March 31, 2018, 
Sioux Falls.

Lauren Unruh ‘15 married Nicholas 
Penning on Sept. 16, 2017.

Andrea Micek ‘15 married Sam Nichols on 
Dec. 30, 2017, Sioux Falls.

// IN MEMORIAL

Ada (Elliott) Armin ‘41, May 26, 2018, 
Sioux Falls

Sylvia (Bendixen) Goehring ‘47, Jan. 11, 
2018, Sioux Falls

Eva Alice Patterson ‘47, Feb. 10, 2018, 
Harrisburg, SD

Homer Piper ‘50, March 31, 2018, 
Albuquerque, NM

Art Cirulis ‘53, Jan. 21, 2018,                   
Orange City, IA

William Smith ‘53, Jan. 27, 2018,        
Baxter, MN

Ruth (Jugenheimer) Snyder ‘54, Jan. 24, 
2018, Sturgis, SD

Evelyn Breese ‘55, Feb. 21, 2018,    
Bend, OR

Tom Johnson ‘56, Jan. 18, 2018,        
Sioux Falls

Dick Munson ‘58, Dec. 2017, Chicago, IL

Warren Giere ‘62, June 12, 2018,        
Sioux Falls

Eva (Davie) Williams ‘64, May 8, 2018, 
Fulshear, TX

Dennis Sherard ‘65, April 14, 2018, 
Fresno, CA

Harriet Kleinsasser ‘66, Jan. 8, 2018, 
Brookings, SD

Gary Carroll ‘69, April 5, 2018,           
Toms River, NJ

Edith (Moulton) Lamp ‘71, Feb. 24, 
2018, Sioux Falls

Lynn Straatmeyer ‘72, March 25, 2018, 
Sioux Falls

Wayne Gilmer ‘73, Nov. 2017,        
Omaha, NE

James Streedbeck ‘73, April 25, 2018, 
Sioux Falls

Jon Foulk ‘75, March 8, 2018,             
Sioux City, IA

Stanley Koch ‘79, Jan. 8, 2018,             
Sioux Falls

Melinda (Wight) Doyle ‘81, Feb. 6, 
2018, Beatrice, NE

Ethel Johnson ‘84, Jan. 31, 2018,        
Sioux Falls

Reed Ramstad ‘84, April 22, 2018, 
Harrisburg, SD

Jim Hembree ‘88, March 3, 2018,       
Sioux Falls

Karla (Plooster) Peter ‘88, Jan. 2, 2018, 
Dell Rapids, SD

Ed Sponder ‘89, April 7, 2018,       
Bullhead City, AZ

Lance Fanning ‘93, March 15, 2018, 
Sioux Falls

Jim O’Hora ‘98, March 27, 2018,         
Sioux Falls

Carolee (Veen) Anderson ‘04, Jan. 26, 
2018, Worthington, MN

Jared DeBerg ‘07, Feb. 13, 2018,   
Lennox, SD

Audrey Bailey, April 14, 2018, Casper, WY

William A. “Bill” Ballenger, Oct. 6, 2018, 
Council Bluffs, IA

JC Chambers, July 8, 2018, Sioux Falls

Helga Eichel, Jan. 13, 2018, Sioux Falls

John Lillibridge, Aug. 30, 2018, Burke, SD

Jack Marshman, July 26, 2018, Sioux Falls

Raymond Sidoti, Feb. 8, 2018, Sioux Falls

Alumni

USF’s Institutional Advancement team welcomed Brittany Hanson into the role of Director of Alumni Relations and Annual 

Giving this fall. Although new to her role, Brittany has been involved at USF for the past nine years. “I am so excited to plan 

memorable reunions, big celebrations and casual get-togethers for you to enjoy with your classmates,” Brittany says. “While 

I have been on the USF campus for nine years, this is my second month in the Office of Institutional Advancement, and I 

look forward to seeing many of you at upcoming events!” Brittany moved to Sioux Falls from Wyoming and completed her 

B.A. in Music Education and Communication Studies & Theatre from USF in 2013 and earned her M.Ed. in Adult and Higher 

Education from USF in 2017. Before transitioning to her recent role in the Office of Institutional Advancement, Brittany 

worked as the Fine Arts Public Relations and Technical Coordinator at USF.  In her spare time Brittany performs with The 

Goodnight Theatre Collective, Sioux Empire Community Theatre, Ephemeral Productions and Opera South Dakota, and she 

acts in local films and commercials. She couldn’t do any of this without the support of her husband Brandon ‘12 and their 

outgoing pup, Yogi. Connect with Brittany at: Brittany.Hanson@usiouxfalls.edu or 605-331-6632.

BRIT TANY HANSON
// Director of Alumni Relations and Annual GivingMEET
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“

Alumni 
Spotlight

     Being named 2018 South Dakota Young 

Lawyer of the Year by the State Bar of South 

Dakota is a prestigious honor that recognizes 

attorneys under age 36 for outstanding 

service to the legal profession, the state bar 

and the community—an honor that alumnus 

Jordan Veurink received this summer. Using 

his talents at one of the nation’s largest 

law firms, Ballard Spahr, Veurink advises 

clients in all aspects of estate planning with a 

determination to use his career to help those 

in need and further God’s work. “Ballard Spahr 

and its attorneys have a proud history of 

providing pro bono (free) 

representation 

to individuals and 

organizations without 

the means to afford such 

services. I’m hopeful that 

providing legal services 

will allow organizations to better advance 

their missions,” Veurink says.  “Personally, USF, 

along with the many other positive influences 

in my life, reinforced that while excelling in 

school and my career is important, serving God 

and others is of even greater significance.”

     As president of GreatLIFE Golf & Fitness in Sioux 

Falls and principal of Westside Christian School 

respectively, USF alumni Donn and Brenda Hill 

serve the Sioux Falls community diligently through 

their gifts and passions. Even more, their hearts 

are in South Sudan. In early 2013 Brenda felt a call 

to take a huge leap of faith and leave her job as a 

principal of a local elementary school and partner 

alongside an education program in the Khor Wakow 

region. Founded by David Jal, the Khor Wakow 

School Project is an organization that strives to give 

all children access to a Christ-centered education in 

the Khor Wakow villages of South Sudan. As Donn 

works to provide resources and training for the local 

pastors of Khor Wakow, Brenda provides direction 

and support for the educational program.

     “I am passionate about this ministry because 

of the Holy Spirit’s leading,” Brenda says.  “I see 

and hear God’s heart 

for these people.  He 

hears the cries of their 

suffering.  He gave me 

a dream on one of my 

trips to show me that though this work would not 

have been something I chose on my own, it was so 

much better than anything I could or would have 

picked.”

     This spring Dr. Beth Jernberg loaded her 

life’s belongings into a mobile RV with her 

two lovable Bernese Mountain dogs to enjoy 

retirement from her 39 years of service as 

an educator. During her career, Dr. Jernberg 

held numerous roles from coach to professor 

at USF. The next season of her life guarantees 

great adventure and an 

open road, but tucked 

away you will find 

two awards that hint 

at the serving legacy 

and reverberating 

impact Dr. Jernberg has had 

at USF and in the Sioux Falls community. This 

year Dr. Jernberg received the Dr. A. O. Larsen 

Distinguished Alumni award, as recognition of 

a USF alumnae who reflects the character of 

Dr. A. O. Larsen. Dr. Larsen invested many years 

of service at USF as a teacher, dean and friend 

of the university. Additionally, Dr. Jernberg 

received the Lifetime Volunteer Award from the 

Helpline Center this spring. Nominated by Avera 

McKennan, Dr. Jernberg was recognized for 

her service developing the pet therapy program 

at Avera that now has 27 certified handlers in 

over seven locations. Because of her foundation 

of faith in Christ’s transformative work, Dr. 

Jernberg has walked out the University’s 

mission of Culture for Service as an educator, 

mentor, friend, colleague and community 

member.

Donn & Brenda Hill Dr. Beth Jernberg ‘74Jordan VEUrink ‘09 

“.  .  .  w h i l e  exc e l l i n g   i n 

s c h o o l  a n d  i n  my  c a r e e r 

i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  s e r v i n g 

G o d  a n d  o t h e r s  i s  o f  eve n 

g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .” “ I  a m  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t 

t h i s  m i n i s t r y,  b e c a u s e 

o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ’ s 

l e a d i n g .”

D r.  B e t h  J e r n b e r g 

r e c e i ve d  t h e  D r.  A .O. 

L a r s e n  D i s t i n g u i s h e d 

A l u m n i  aw a r d .

cougar
// Family

FALL 2018 // USF MAGAZINE 22

D o n n  ‘ 8 2  &  B r e n d a  ‘ 0 2  &  ‘ 0 8



23 USF MAGAZINE // FALL 2018
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For exact dates and times and the full 
calendar, please visit

Plan a date night >> enjoy a family weekend >> Reconnect with fellow Alumni

605-331-6600 | 1101 W. 22nd Street 

October 

24-27	 TheatreUSF presents: This is Me 

(Jeschke Fine Arts Center) 7:30 p.m.

26	 Women’s Soccer vs. Upper Iowa (USF 

Sports Complex) 1 p.m.

26 	 Volleyball vs. Minnesota State (Stewart 

Center) 6 p.m.

26	 Fall Instrumental Concert (Jeschke Fine 

Arts Center) 6 p.m.

26-27	 USF Family Weekend                          

27	 Football vs. Upper Iowa (Bob Young 

Field) 1 p.m.

 November

4	 Fall Choir Concert and Dinner (Central 

Church, 3102 W Ralph Rogers Rd) 4 p.m.

10	 Football vs. Wayne State (Bob Young 

Field) 1 p.m.

14-17	 TheatreUSF presents: Life is a Dream 
(Jeschke Fine Arts Center) 7 p.m.

16	 Men’s Basketball vs. Waldorf (Stewart 

Center) 7 p.m.

18	 TheatreUSF presents: Life is a Dream 

(Jeschke Fine Arts Center) 2 p.m.

27	 Women’s Basketball vs. Presentation 

College (Stewart Center) 7 p.m.

30	 55th Annual Madrigal Dinners 
(McDonald Center) 6:30 p.m.

 

December

1 & 7	 55th Annual Madrigal Dinners 
(McDonald Center) 6:30 p.m.

2	 Christmas at USF (Jeschke Fine Arts 

Center) 4 p.m.

8	 55th Annual Madrigal Dinner Reunion 
(McDonald Center) 6:30 p.m.

8	 Women’s Basketball vs. Minnesota 

State (Stewart Center) 4 p.m.

8	 Men’s Basketball vs. Minnesota State 

(Stewart Center) 6 p.m.

17	 Alumni and Friends Christmas 
Gathering (Country Club of Sioux Falls), 

5:30 p.m.

18 	 Swim vs. Omaha (Midco Aquatic Center) 

12 p.m.

I n v o lv e d !Ge
t


