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U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Codie Trimble

Senior leader commentary 
Adm. Daryl Caudle

Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command; U.S. Naval Forces Northern Command; 
U.S. Naval Forces Strategic Command; and U.S. Strategic Command Joint Force 

Maritime Component Commander
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Strengthening Strategic Ties 
Written by U.S. Strategic Command Public Affairs

To reinforce the enduring alliance and enhance security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, Gen. Anthony 
Cotton, commander, U.S. Strategic Command, Sgt. Maj. Howard Kreamer, command senior enlisted leader, 
and a team of USSTRATCOM senior leaders, traveled to Australia in June for key leadership engagements 
with Australian Defence officials and U.S. Embassy leaders in Canberra. 

A central objective of the trip was to cultivate a shared understanding of several key areas. The bilateral 
discussions focused on the unique security environment each nation faces, Australia’s strategic planning 
process, and USSTRATCOM’s strategic deterrence efforts. Additionally, the leaders discussed electromagnetic 
spectrum operations, recognizing the increasing importance of this domain and the need for enhanced 
operations and capabilities. Engagements with our long-time Australian Allies fosters integration across all 
domains, improving interoperability and strengthening regional stability and security across the free and 
open Indo-Pacific.

As part of honoring the enduring bonds between the nations, Gen. Cotton participated in the Last Post 
Ceremony at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. Alongside Royal Australian Air Force Air Vice-
Marshal John Haly, Gen. Cotton laid a wreath on behalf of USSTRATCOM. The ceremony, held at the end of 
each day, honors the ultimate sacrifice made by Australians during military campaigns and operational 
service, in addition to those who have served in times of conflict.

U.S. Air Force Gen. Anthony Cotton, left, reviews an honour guard 
conducted by Australia's Federation Guard during a welcome ceremony 
June 18, 2025, in Russell, Australia. (Australian Defence Force photo by 
Nicole Mankowski)

U.S. Strategic Command leaders pose for a photo with senior Australian 
Defence Force officials after holding bilateral discussions June 19, 2025, in 
Russell, Australia. (Australian Defence Force photo by Nicole Mankowski)

U.S. Air Force Gen. Anthony Cotton, second from right, and 
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Howard Kreamer, second from 
left, pose for a photo alongside Royal Australian Air Force 
Air Vice-Marshal John Haly, right, head of military strategic 
plans, RAAF, and RAAF Warrant Office Ken Robertson, 
senior enlisted advisor to the Chief of the Defence Force, 
June 18, 2025, in Campbell, Australia. (Australian Defence 
Force photo by Nicole Mankowski)
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Visit to Kwajalein Atoll 
On their way to Australia, Gen. Cotton and Sgt. Maj. Kreamer passed through Kwajalein Atoll in the 
Marshall Islands. Their time on the ground included a tour of government facilities, where they received 
progress updates on vital infrastructure repairs and improvements to support nuclear enterprise 
modernization efforts. Kwajalein Atoll plays a key role in national defense, hosting the U.S. Army Space 
and Missile Defense Command’s Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site. This site enables 
crucial research capabilities for U.S. missile defense and space programs

U.S. Air Force Gen. Anthony Cotton, middle, and U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Howard Kreamer, right, receive a briefing at U.S. Army Garrison-
Kwajalein Atoll about the site’s mission from the garrison commander, U.S. Army Col. Matthew Cannon, left, June 16, 2025. (U.S. Army photo 
by Sherman Hogue)

U.S. Air Force Gen. Anthony Cotton, middle, receives a tour of the U.S. Army 
Garrison-Kwajalein Atoll dry dock in the Republic of the Marshall Islands from 
U.S. Army Col. Matthew Cannon, left, June 16, 2025. The dry dock is a major 
maintenance function to a fleet of U.S. Army watercraft and a significant 
support element to the Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site in 
Kwajalein Atoll. (U.S. Army photo by Sherman Hogue)

U.S. Army Col. Matthew Cannon greets U.S. Air 
Force Gen. Anthony Cotton on the flightline, June 
16, 2025, during a visit to USAG-KA in the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands. (U.S. Army photo by 
Sherman Hogue)
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intercontinental ballistic missile 

test launch. It is the nation’s only 

accurately measure the current and 

a success.

combat crew commander. “For 

COMPONENTS in Action
Operational test launch is a 

'Glory Trip' for wing
Story by Tech. Sgt. Elora McCutcheon, 341st Missile Wing, 

Vandenberg Space Force Base

we are able to do so.

First Lt. Travis Evans, 10th Missile Squadron combat crew commander, left, and 1st Lt. 
Kalvin Sutherland, 10 MS deputy combat crew commander, complete a series of simulated 
checklist procedures in a launch control center trainer May 21, 2025, at Vandenberg 
Space Force Base, California. U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Elora J. McCutcheon
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Rear Adm. Christopher Nash assumes 
command of Submarine Group Nine

Story by Lt. Zachary Anderson, Submarine Group Nine, 
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor
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“SSececreretary of Defeefenssnsee PePePePeP teteteetet HHHegegegseseseethth aaandnd tthehe CChahairirman ofof tthehe 
JoJoinintt ChChChChhhieefss oooof ff SStStStafa f General Dan CaC ine HoHoHoHoldldldld aa PPPreressss 
CoConfnfererenencece,”, JJJununune e 2222, 20202525..

Defense SeSecrcretetarary y PePetete HHegegsesethth aandnd JJoiointnt Chiefs of Staff
Chairman GGen. Dan Caine Hold News CoC nfererene ce,” June 26,
202 25.

Timeline graphic adapted from Joint Staff Operation MIDNIGHT 
HAMMER graphic on June 22, 2025.

The graphic is an illustration of the strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities.
Layout and design by Paul Wedig
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contributions and achievements 
advanced the research or 

team works hard each day to 

Space and Missile Defense distributed 
aperture research team wins Army award

Story by Jason Cutshaw, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command

The deputy assistant secretary of the Army for research and technology names the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command 
Technical Center’s distributed aperture research team a 2024 recipient of the Science and Technology Outstanding Technical 
Achievement Award. The team includes, from left: Andrew Vernetti, Korensia Siford, Dr. Russell Vela, Dr. Theresa Scarnati and 
Christopher Paulson. The award recognizes an individual or team whose outstanding contributions and achievements advanced the 
research or development accomplishments of the laboratory, group or project. U.S. Army photo by Carrie David Campbell
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inclement weather or other 

test events across the country. 

U.S. and by water overseas.

communications into contested 

team works hard each day to 

advancements within this 

the hard work and tremendous 

evaluation ensures that we are 

Scarnati said.

demonstrations on Redstone 

surveillance and reconnaissance 

”

-Russel Vela,
Multi-Domain 

Technologies 
Division chief
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U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Tarelle Walker

USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN 730) 
returns from patrol

The Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN 730) arrives at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor following a routine 
strategic deterrent patrol, May 15, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Zachary Anderson

U.S. Coast Guard and Military Sealift Command vessels escort the Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN 
730) as the boat returns to Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor following a routine strategic deterrent patrol, May 15, 2025. (U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gwendelyn L. Ohrazda)
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Behind the flight: aircrew flight 
equipment personnel power 

Bomber Task Force readiness
Story by Airman 1st Class Mattison Cole, Pacific Air Forces

with allies worldwide.

U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Tyler Goeke, 9th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron weapons 
system officer, adjusts his PCU 15P harness before taking off for a Bomber 
Task Force mission at Misawa Air Base, Japan, April 21, 2025. U.S. Air 
Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mattison Cole
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SSBNs: silent, lethal, increa
Story by Lt. Zachary Anders

Naval Base K
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U.S. Army AH-64 Apache helicopters, attached to the 25th Combat Aviation Brigade, an MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter, 
attached to Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 37, and a Military Sealift Command submarine support vessel MV 
Malama escort the Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Kentucky (SSBN 737) during a routine armed air escort 
exercise, April 24, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gwendelyn Ohrazda 16
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Air Force Global Strike Command releases 
Comprehensive Health Risk Assessments 

for Missile Community Cancer Study 
Story by Air Force Global Strike Command Public Affairs

hall recently.

the three missile bases.

environments where the missile 
community works indicate the risk 

Society data.

The Comprehensive Health 
Risk Assessments for each 
base were:

F.E. Warren AFB estimated an 

times considered by the study.

Malmstrom AFB estimated 

Minot AFB estimated an 

doesn’t mean I was above the risk 

which was detected in trace 

unable to detect any 

calculate the risk assessments.

directly measure cancer incidents 
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509th Bomb Wing

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. – Gen. Thomas 
A. Bussiere, commander of Air Force Global Strike
Command, activated Sentinel Site Activation Task Force
Detachment 12 during a ceremony here, May 21, 2025.

The event, which followed the stand-up of Sentinel 
SATAF Detachment 11 at Malmstrom Air Force Base, 
Montana in April, marked a crucial step in preparing 
the base’s infrastructure to support the establishment of 
the next-generation LGM-35A Sentinel Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missile system that will replace the LGM-30G 
Minuteman III ICBM system currently stationed across 
the continental United States.

The Sentinel system is part of a comprehensive 
modernization program focused on providing the land 
leg of the nation’s nuclear triad for decades to come. 
All 400+ Minuteman III missiles are slated to be 
replaced by the new Sentinel system. The program 
will replace all key delivery components with updated 
technology. Although the missile and launch facilities 
are being completely rebuilt, the nuclear warheads 
themselves, which are provided by the Department 
of Energy, will remain unchanged in number, size, 
configuration and design.

The activation of Detachment 12 is a vital step toward 
ensuring Minot’s infrastructure is ready to support 
the next generation of ICBMs. This activation comes 
amid ongoing construction and preparation activities 
at ICBM bases across the country. The U.S. Air Force 
and its industry partners are continuing to execute 
the Sentinel roadmap, including the establishment of 
SATAF detachments tasked with laying the groundwork 
for Sentinel support operations by overseeing and 
coordinating transition and establishment activities.

Minot AFB continues nuclear 
modernization with 

Detachment 12 activation

“The men and women of the 90th, 91st, and 341st 
Missile Wings rely on us to have a very coherent and 
disciplined transition plan between the Minuteman 
III and Sentinel weapon systems,” said Bussiere. “This 
base is the center of gravity in our Air Force and our 
nation’s defense.”

The ceremony at Minot Air Force Base was not only a 
formal activation but also a symbol of commitment to 
strategic readiness and modernization. It highlighted 
the dedication of both military and civilian personnel 
involved in the Sentinel program, and the importance 
of collaboration between Air Force and industry 
teams.

“I'm extremely excited to be back in the Minot 
community. As a returning Roughrider, I know 
firsthand how critical this incredible community 
is to the strategic strength of Minot AFB,” said 
Lt. Col. Nicholas Conover, SATAF Detachment 12 
commander. “The dedication and partnership we 
share are essential to our success.”

As the Sentinel program progresses, its impact will 
be seen not only in technological advancements but 
also in the strengthening of partnerships within local 
communities such as Minot. The transition from 
Minuteman III to Sentinel signifies a generational 
leap in ICBM capabilities, ensuring that the United 
States’ most responsive leg of the nuclear triad 
remains safe, secure, reliable and strategically 
positioned in a rapidly changing global landscape.

U.S. Air Force Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere, Air Force Global Strike Command commander, (left) presents 
the Site Activation Task Force (SATAF) Detachment 12 guidon to U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Nicholas Conover, 
SATAF Detachment 12 commander, for the detachment’s activation ceremony at Minot Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, May 21, 2025. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Wesley Davies)
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Rear Adm. Chris Cavanaugh, commander of Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, presents the Ohio-class 
ballistic missile submarine USS Nebraska (SSBN 739) blue crew chiefs mess with the Hugh McCracken 
award during a ceremony at Naval Base Kitsap – Bangor, May 1, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Zachary 
Anderson

Submarine Group 9 sailors win 
Hugh McCracken Award, Sailor of the Year

Story by Lt. Zachary Anderson, Submarine Group Nine,  
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor

Cmdr. Vance Scott, commanding officer of the Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Nebraska (SSBN 739)
blue crew, and Command Master Chief Christopher Olin, Nebraska’s former chief of the boat, pose for a photo 
with the Hugh McCracken Award, May 1, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Zachary Anderson
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submarine USS Nebraska (SSBN 

deterrence mission.
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U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Richmond U.S. Space Force photo by Airman 1st Class Olga Houtsma

The test 
launch is a 

culmination 
of months of 
preparation 
that involve 

multiple 
government 

partners.

Airmen, aircraft deploy in support 
of first Bomber Task Force 

mission to Japan

Story by Senior Airman Emma Anderson, Pacific Air Forces

M

our shared values and ironclad commitment to 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Alondra Cristobal Hernandez)
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U.S. Strategic Command 
tackles invisible wounds 

through moral injury campaign 
Story by Master Sgt. Taylor Drzazgowski, U.S. Strategic Command

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. – To better protect 
its forces' well-being and readiness, U.S. Strategic 
Command is directly addressing Moral Injury. 
Launched in 2023 by Gen. Anthony Cotton, 
commander of USSTRATCOM, this initiative 
provides support to service members grappling with 
the psychological, spiritual and emotional 
consequences of actions conflicting with their beliefs. 

Moral injury, as defined by the Air Force Chaplain 
Corps and adopted by USSTRATCOM, is the 
psychological, biological, spiritual, behavioral and 
social impact of perpetrating, failing to prevent or 
bearing witness to acts that transgress deeply held 
moral beliefs. It differs from conditions like 
traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic stress 
disorder, manifesting in symptoms such as social 
withdrawal, loss of trust, aggression, depression, 
anxiety, substance abuse and suicidal thoughts.

"We’re addressing a critical issue that impacts our 
combat readiness: moral injury," Cotton said. 
"Understanding and addressing moral injury is 
essential for maintaining a strong, resilient force."

Central to USSTRATCOM's MI approach is the 
Aware, Assess, and Assist (Triple A) initiative. This 
three-year plan, led by the Office of the Command 
Chaplain and aligned with Cotton's “Sustain the 
Force” line of effort, recognizes that proactively 
addressing moral injury can improve PTSD outcomes 
and strengthen resilience.

The Triple A initiative unfolds in three phases. The 
awareness phase took place in fiscal year 2024 and 
focused on educating the command. This involved 
distributing materials, including videos, designed to 
help personnel recognize moral injury's signs and 
symptoms. The initiative explained moral injury, 
leadership's role and available support groups. 

Fiscal year 2025 launched the assessment phase, 
which evaluates the existing MI programs. The Air 
Force Chaplain Corps established a working group 
that recommended MI programs across the Defense 
Department, leading to a moral injury playbook and 
a training video on prevention.

Now underway, the assist phase is the initiative's 
culmination in fiscal year 2026. The Command 
Chaplain   section is working with personnel at 11 
USSTRATCOM sites, offering support to lessen 
moral injury's effects. 

Chaplain (Col.) Rolf Holmquist, USSTRATCOM 
command chaplain, said they will do this by helping 
individuals reconnect with their personal warrior ethos.

"Restoring warrior ethos, as emphasized by the 
[Secretary of Defense], is key to readiness,” said 
Holmquist. "A strong personal warrior ethos will help 
combat moral injury, strengthening the resiliency of the 
member. This type of outlook is like a moral compass.”

Holmquist said that moral injury is a normal process of 
humans in conflict. 

"Moral injury is as old as war itself,” Holmquist said. “If 
we can get left of the bang with the warrior fighter and 
their morality, they will be ready for the right of the 
bang.”

By empowering individuals to confront moral injury, 
USSTRATCOM aims to alleviate suffering and enhance 
its force's readiness and resilience. 

"Moral injury impacts the health and readiness of our 
force. By giving people the time and tools to heal, they 
can get back in the fight," Cotton said. "We are 
committed to providing the resources and awareness 
necessary to combat the effects of moral injury within 
our ranks. This campaign is about ensuring our people 
have the support they need to overcome moral injury 
and return to their full potential.”
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FRONTL

Ballistic Missile Submarines: 
Ensuring Peace Through Strength

Features and Capabilities

Source:
LT Sawyer Kaye, LT Natalie Lemek 
JFMCC STRAT Operations Branch

SSBN: The S
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Always on Alert: 
Maintaining Constant Readiness

LINE Focus

Operational Structure and Management 
Features and Capabilities

The Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Kentucky (SSBN 737) sails alongside a 
submarine support vessel during a routine armed air escort exercise, April 24, 
2025. U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Ryan Riley

Silent Service
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Yeoman (Submarines) 1st Class Daniel Teixeira-Pinto, assigned to Submarine Group (SUBGRU) 9, reenlists on the field of Cheney 
Stadium during a Tacoma Rainiers game, June 1, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ryan Riley

 
Story by Lt. Zachary Anderson, Submarine Group Nine, 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor
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Yeoman (Submarines) 1st Class Daniel Teixeira-Pinto, assigned to 
Submarine Group (SUBGRU) 9, puts on his motorcycle helmet, May 
27, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Gwendelyn Ohrazda

Capt. Micah Maxwell, chief of staff for Submarine Group (SUBGRU) 
9, presents Yeoman (Submarines) 1st Class Daniel Teixeira-Pinto 
with the Navy Commendation Medal for being named the com-
mand’s Sailor of the Year, May 27, 2025. U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gwendelyn Ohrazda
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Above the 
waterline is an expanse of 
unpredictable beauty, a calm 

Navy 
ballistic missile submarine’s 
missile control center, beauty is 

execution of the mission is 

Dotson meticulously inspects the 
Trident missile system, a 

"I saw the submarine force as a 

Dotson chose the one that 

"It was the best of the options I was 

of the job it sounded pretty cool 

Dotson added that life as a junior 
MT aboard a submarine was a 

"I had to master the complexities 

and then immerse myself in the 

who pushed me to learn more, to 

Years of dedication have propelled 
Dotson to a more senior role, 

achievement to a deep appreciation 
for the vital role MTs play in the 

Currently, Dotson is the 

advises senior 
leadership on all 

enlisted personnel 
and ensures the operational 
readiness and 

Ready to launch: he Navy's 
missile technicians

Story by Petty Officer 1st Class Travis Alston, Submarine Group Ten, 
Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay
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who do their job day in and 
day out 

the missiles and 
associated systems are ready to 
complete the mission 

Drawn to the relative stability of the 
role, Missiles Technician 

path, enlisted in the Navy in March 

"When I learned about the 
submarine service, I was

hat made me even 
The journey, 

however, proved 

maintenance 
of ballistic missiles, 

actual 
countdown procedures, MTs must 
always be ready to perform 

of 
information and expected to learn 
not only my own job but also the 
intricacies of other roles 

time and help me focus on 

MT, he understands the critical 

the technical aspects, he is 
also 

and not fall behind, that is a direct 

the dedication of the silent service 
and a reminder of the immense 
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VOICES OF Deterrence 

k
Opinion by Mr. Drake Bray, U.S. Strategic Command hard target strategist

 
 
 

 

29



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

that adversary forces in 
Europe and the Indo-Pacific 

actors  
i  

 
outcomes, 

 
    
 

              
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Drake Bray is a defense analyst 
and aviation enthusiast. The views 
expressed are the author's own and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of 
any U.S. government entity.
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U.S. Air Force Photo by Senior Airman Mary Bowers

USSTRATCOM
Peace is Our Profession…
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