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Longboat Key made the rank-
ing along with other prominent 
cities around the world such as 
Amsterdam and the Maldives. 

Longboat was cited for its beaches 
and nature preserves. Forbes writers 
note the 12 miles of soft white-sand 
beaches and turquoise waters. 

“Unless you are a local, you might 
not know about this tranquil barrier 
island off the coast of Sarasota,” the 
report read. It also highlights the 
new St. Regis Longboat Key Resort

It’s the only hotel from the brand 
to debut in the United States in 
2024. It’s also the largest develop-
ment on the island in 50 years, 
according to the report.

Other locations in the United 
States that were on the list include 
New Orleans and Santa Monica.

Father starts fundraiser 
for man who survived Milton 
floating off Longboat in cooler

When Milton slammed into 
Siesta Key in October, most resi-
dents left by car.

But for Joe Tessa, the storm left 
him in the open water, floating 
alone in a grizzly cooler 30 miles off 
of Longboat Key. 

On Oct. 9 just hours before 
Milton made landfall, Tessa went 
out into the Gulf to repair a fish-
ing boat he captained. However, 
the Coast Guard said he radioed 
that the boat became disabled on 
his way back, leaving him stranded 
at sea.

His life raft flipped over and a 
cooler knocked him in the back 
of his head. He eventually locked 
himself into the cooler, using it as 
a make-shift lifeboat for roughly 17 
hours. As Tessa was riding out the 
storm in the Gulf, the Coast Guard 
estimated that he faced 75 to 90 
mph winds and 20 to 25-foot seas.

The next day as a Coast Guard 
search team was out on patrol, they 
got an alert.

When Milton slammed us in October, most residents left 
by car. But Joe Tessa survived in the open water, floating 
in a grizzly cooler 30 miles off Longboat Key. 

Midnight Pass should stay open 
on its own due to strong water flow, 
says USF scientist.

In the months since a coastal 
inlet known as Midnight Pass was 
blown open by Hurricane Milton 
in October, many people say water 
quality has improved in Little 
Sarasota Bay. 

But questions remain about 
whether the waterway will stay 
open. It was closed off with piles of 
sand in the 1980s after two hom-
eowners asked Sarasota County to 
protect their beachfront property. 
Some would like to see the area 
dredged ever deeper, to make sure 
it stays open and passable for boats.

Scientist Ping Wang is optimistic 
it will stay open on its own, due to 
the power of the water flow as it 
moves into Little Sarasota Bay from 
the Gulf of Mexico and back out 
with the changing tides. 

“The pieces should be all in place 
for this to stay open,” said Wang, a 
geology professor at the University 
of South Florida. 

Wang and his students measured 
Midnight Pass in October and 
November, and they found that 
“the flow is significantly stronger 
than 3 feet per second, so it really 
should keep it open,” he said.

The inlet is about 130 feet wide 
and 15 feet deep, according to 
Wang. The waterway has shifted 
a little bit since October, and the 
beach to the north is shrinking. 

“The north side did erode quite 
noticeably during the months of 
October and November. However, 
the beach to the south gained sand,” 
said Wang.

Crews were able to safely fly Tessa 
back to land via helicopter.

A family appeal…
His father set up a fundraiser to 

benefit Joseph Tessa. Here is some of 
the appeal from his GoFundMe page.

“Joe has been a commercial fisher-

man for most of his adult life. He 
grew up with a fishing pole in his 
hand and feels at home on the 
open water. 

On Wednesday, October 9th, 
Joe endured 17 grueling hours 
inside a Grizzly cooler in the Gulf 

Lakewood Ranch expansion 
plans clear another hurdle
Thursday night, plans to turn open spaces into thou-
sands of new homes passed another hurdle in Sarasota 
County.

Now, the only people standing in the way of Lakewood Ranch Southeast developers are county commissioners. 
The planning commission unanimously approved a zoning request, the third in two weeks for different parcels 
owned by those developers. Lakewood Ranch spans across parts of Manatee and Sarasota counties and is home 
to more than 35,000 people.

Some planning commissioners signaled opposition to the plan but felt compelled to approve it.
“We have a very specific job to do, which is to uphold the comprehensive plan,” Commissioner Emmalee Legler 

said.
Developers convinced the county to change the county-wide comprehensive plan, turning the land from rural 

to more residential, clearing the way for a total of 5000 new homes.
Michael Hutchinson lives nearby and sued the county and developers over the switch and the case will go before 

a state appellate judge later this month.
If approved, developers will be on the hook for possible infrastructure improvements along Fruitville Road and 

University Parkway.

Red tide has been found near Venice 
Venice Beach visitors started the new year coughing through beach celebrations on New Year’s Eve, as red tide 

made a return to the Sarasota County coastline.
Reports of respiratory irritation and dead fish surfaced early Tuesday, with Mote Marine Laboratory confirming 

the presence of the harmful algae bloom through its beach conditions reporting system.
The naturally occurring red tide, caused by the phytoplankton Karenia brevis, was detected in elevated concen-

trations south of Sarasota County in Collier County, according to a Dec. 27 sample collection by the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). Low levels of K. brevis have been observed offshore in Sarasota, 
Pinellas, Charlotte, and Collier counties, while medium concentrations were reported in Manatee, Hillsborough, 
and Lee counties in this week’s sample collection.  

The Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County previously issued a health alert in early November for 
elevated levels of red tide across a dozen local beaches and waterways. It remains unclear whether a new alert will 
be issued, as attempts to reach the Sarasota County Health Department for comment were unsuccessful Thursday.

Longboat one 
of Forbes’ 
chosen few

Flow rate 
should keep 
Midnight Pass
open says USF



Page 2     Friday, January 3, 2025 The News

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

27 Hours, from page 1
of Mexico during Hurricane Milton after the boat he was desperately trying to save became 
disabled and was overrun by the storm. Miraculously, he was rescued by the USCG the next 
day. Unfortunately, all of his possessions sunk to the bottom of the ocean along with the boat 
he captained. Our family is thankful that Joe survived this devastating ordeal. 

Now, we want to help Joe get back on the water with the equipment he needs in a boat of 
his own. Safety is our top priority, as safety gear and a Grizzly cooler is what saved my son’s 
life. Please help me to get Joe back on the water, doing what he loves.”

If you wish to support, visit gofundme online and search for Joseph Tessa.

“Those small shifts aren’t enough to indicate a serious likelihood that the pass could close 
again, but they do indicate that something is blocking the flow of water to the Gulf, according 
to Wang. 

It’s “a little curious in that there really should be enough water going in and out to keep that 
inlet (open), because the bay behind it is quite large. And the fact that it’s migrating means 
there’s something blocking the water from draining out of Midnight Pass,” he said.

Whatever is interfering with the flow could be something natural or human-made. It might 
be related to how sand and muck were dredged out and piled up in other spots during the 
building of the intracoastal waterway decades ago. 

Researchers are still working to figure out the future of Midnight Pass, with the help of 
computer models to simulate the water flow. 

“What our research is about is to see if the disposal of the dredge material and where it was 
disposed, does it influence the flow through the inlet? I don’t have the answer at this point,” 
said Wang.

Wang expects to study Midnight Pass for some time. He calls it a prime example of how 
nature works out its own solutions — without people doing things like dredging or building 
jetties to keep an inlet open. 

Meanwhile, Sarasota County is also measuring and keeping a close eye on Midnight Pass to 
see how stable it is and how much it is changing over time.

Midnight Pass, from page 1Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton Reports…
The Town Hall Hardening Construction Project runs through May 2025

Look for posted entry points to Town Hall, shifted parking areas, and some detours within 
the facility to avoid construction areas. Town Commission Meetings, and in-person services 
remain open to the public. Roof improvements, upgraded windows & exterior doors, and gen-
erator & generator enclosure are among the project components. Planning, Zoning & Building 
Department access and services remain fully open and are not impacted by this construction 
project. These improvements are funded through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
to further protect Town infrastructure from storms/

Planning, Zoning & Building (PZB) staff is ready to assis
with storm repairs and rebuilding following this year’s hurricanes. Please see the Town’s Post 

Hurricane Building Permitting webpages for information on building permitting, understand-
ing Floodplain Management requirements (the FEMA 50% rule), the importance of hiring 
licensed contractors, and links to grant funding options for residential properties. The PZB 
Dept has supplemental staffing to handle the increased permitting activities. Building permit 
fees for storm repairs have been temporarily waived by the Town Commission. Our most 
important priority is supporting our residents and businesses, and providing our customary 
exceptional service. With much still to do we’re LBK Strong! and will restore our paradise 
with your support. Extended Construction Hours through January 31st The Town Manager’s 
Office has approved extended construction hours for storm-related damage only from 7 AM to 
7 PM, seven days a week, through January 31, 2025. After this date, we will return to regular 
construction hours as provided in the Town Code, with consideration for individual exceptions 
requested through the Town Manager’s Office. 

The Gulfside Interim Nourishment 
Project includes placing ~80,000 cubic yards of fill, at the Gulfside Road Public Beach 

Access and working North. The contractor is approximately one third complete with beach 
placement with a scheduled substantial completion date of January 20, 2025. As this is an 
active construction area, we recommend that boaters, fisherman and beachgoers avoid the area. 
The Town is working with the DEP to fund a large portion of this project. 
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3621 SAN REMO TER | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 – Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

4136 HIGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$16,995,000 - SOLD!

5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres

Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

        Jules Mackie     Tracey Stetler      Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan     Patrick DiPinto    Rene DiPinto    Steven Moore     Janet Coughlin                    

549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,900,000- Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler  941-266-9001

551 SOUTH POLK DRIVE | LIDO BEACH
$3,749,000 - Canal Access & Boat Lift
Walk to St. Armands and Lido Beach

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,565 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

1155 N. GULFSTREAM AVE #207 | SARASOTA BAY
$1,829,000 - The Vue

2 Beds 3 Baths 1,640 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266-9001

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$11,399,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

569-571 CHANNEL LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,050,000 – 2-Family Lot

1st floor storm damage/Repair/Rebuild
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

1690 ARLINGTON STREET | SARASOTA
$2,275,000 - West of Trail

4 Beds 4 Baths 2,975 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Janet Coughlin 941-323-3736

      SIESTA KEY RECORD PRICE PENDING SALE

We are a collaboration of savvy real estate professionals with decades of local experience. We focus on selling exceptional 
properties located in downtown and on our local islands. We represent buyers and sellers in our marketplace with a unique 

viewpoint, as we live in the communities that we sell. This local perspective makes us experts in our field, allowing us to 
provide you all the information for you and your family to make the best decision in your real estate endeavor.

   OVER $150,000,000 VOLUME IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 – New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Groins
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton, Mayor Ken Schneier
It appears the current Gulfside Road beach nourishment is making good progress. 

Unfortunately this will still not allow for full beach access around Ohana seawall. 
If groins are a solution and the town moves forward as it has been presented, it appears beach 

access might still be an issue. If this northern groin functions similar to the northern rock groin 
on Greer, there will still not be any sand aka beach to walk on by the Ohana seawall. Having 
access to the full beach is an important asset to residents of Longboat Key. Please keep this in 
mind while moving forward with any future nourishment plans.

Cyndi Seamon
Longboat Key

North beach sand accretion
To: Longboat Key Commission
Happy new year! Around 5 years ago, you may recall, the only way to walk the beach up 

to Greer Island was by walking over the sea wall at the Longbeach condominiums. After the 
extensive renourishment in 2021 the beach was made whole again and those of us who enjoy 
beach walking as well as those who are entrusted with turtle patrolling were so very fortunate 
to have sand again to walk on. The renourishment was wonderful and with the groins seems 
to be lasting even through the recent storms.

I know that groins are proposed now South of Ohana and some sand renourishment as well, 

but I’m wondering if you have considered major renourishment as was done in the Longbeach 
area? Such a plan would restore our South walks and would be especially beneficial for the 
turtle patrols. I have not met the new owners of Ohana yet, they do not seem to be on the 
property as it was significantly damaged from the hurricane. It would be helpful to know what 
their approach to the walking issue will be and if the town will continue to advocate for us.

Patricia DeChiara
Longboat Key

North beach sand accretion
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thanks so much for your encouraging email. I sincerely hope that we don’t have to wait 

until 2029 for appreciable sand in this area. I also wrote to William Weeks of Florida DEP 
requesting a review of the ECL on the North end of Longboat Key which hasn’t been done in 
over 30 years. I have not yet had a reply.

Patricia DeChiara
Whitney Beach

North beach sand accretion
To: Patricia DeChiara 
Thanks for your note.  As you know, we’ve lost about 60 percent of our sand and most of 

our dunes in the recent storms.  The most affected area, Gulfside Road, will receive a limited 
replenishment soon.  Although our next major beach renewal isn’t scheduled until about 2029, 
we expect compensation for some of our sand loss from FEMA and some sand sharing for 
the sand taken by FDEP for sanitization.  These may enable the Town to accelerate shoreline 
repairs, but it’s early days in that analysis. As for Ohana, I have no news regarding the new 
owners but continue to hope that something can be worked out.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

North beach sand accretion
To: Patricia DeChiara
Thank you for your email. We have much to deal with after the hurricanes, but our public 

works staff is always analyzing beach nourishment and planning the next project with our 
beaches. 

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Speeding cameras
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Good morning Commissioner and Happy New Year.  We’ve reviewed Florida Statutes and 

confirmed with FHP regarding the use of unmanned cameras to cite speeders and it is limited 
to school zones (and even then there are restrictions).   The City of Sarasota advises that they 
will only be using unmanned cameras in school zones however they are not active yet.  The 
City does use some red light cameras at key intersections, but they don’t measure the speed of 
a vehicle in any way. We will continue to explore ways to utilize technology to help us be more 

See Letters, page 8

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 Join Us For Our Regular Sunday Service at 10:00 AM

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00  •  Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 

www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

You’re Invited to a

Joyous Festive
2OTH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE

Worship and Celebrate with Us 
Sunday, January 12 at 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Choir, Organ, Brass Quartet

20 years ago our founding group met at the Bayfront Recreation 
Center for their first worship service. Join us to celebrate God’s great 
faithfulness as we remember our past and launch our third decade.

Visitors and Residents Welcome 

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

2025 Specials
20% off Bottles of Wine Daily

Restaurant and Deli
Best Brunch on Longboat Key

$12 Double Mimosa $10 Bloody Mary
Happy Hour 3-6, Drink Specials

Nightly Dinner Specials

Harry’s Cocktail Dinner
Friday, January 10th, 2025 

Keenan Winery Wine Dinner
Thursday, January 23rd, 2025 

Harry’s Caymus Wine Dinner
Thursday, February 6th, 2025 

Upcoming Events

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested
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Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner StoreDeli & Bakery | Corner Store

2025 Specials
20% off Bottles of Wine Daily

Restaurant and Deli
Best Brunch on Longboat Key

$12 Double Mimosa $10 Bloody Mary
Happy Hour 3-6, Drink Specials

Nightly Dinner SpecialsNightly Dinner Specials

Harry’s Cocktail Dinner
Friday, January 10th, 2025

Keenan Winery Wine Dinner
Thursday, January 23rd, 2025

Harry’s Caymus Wine Dinner
Thursday, February 6th, 2025

Upcoming Events

2025 Specials2025 Specials

View our MenuView our Menu

Nightly Dinner Specials
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The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet”
Some experienced wine drinkers prefer one variety of wine over all others. Perhaps more 

than a few years ago, we opted for Alberino white wine from Spain largely because we could 
pronounce its name correctly and liked the sound of it. 
Eventually we realized that different wine brands of the 
Alberino variety had different tastes, some delicious and 
some not so much. Even so, the names of some wines have a 
fascination for many wine drinkers.

Robert Mondavi, the legendary developer of the Mondavi 
brand name, came up with the name  Fumé Blanc to 
describe a style of Sauvignon Blanc aged in oak barrels to 
impart a smokey edge to white wine. This name stuck to 
Sauvignon Blanc wines aged in oak barrels in California and 
Australia. Though close to impinging om the Pouilly-Fumé 
Appellation, the name has survived and expanded.

Wine names may also confuse wine buyers. Looking for 
a great Sauvignon Blanc? Have you considered a Bordeaux 
Blanc. Many wines take on the names of the regions where 
they are grown. The white wine of the Bordeaux region happens to be Sauvignon Blanc blend-
ed with more or less Sémillon to mute the sharp acidity of the French grape. The 2023 Chateau 
de Beauregard-Ducourt Entre Deux Mers ($12) blends 19% Sémillon with 81% Sauvignon 
Blanc to produce a crisp wine ideal for shellfish and white finfish dishes. 

Or perhaps you are looking for an elegant Chardonnay to pair with a hog fish snapper 
filet. This dish requires a delicate wine with enough finish to bring out the taste of the sea in 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Wines by Other Names
Robert Mondavi, the legendary developer of the Mondavi brand name, came up with the name  
Fumé Blanc to describe a style of Sauvignon Blanc aged in oak barrels to impart a smokey 
edge to white wine. 

the snapper. Whether called a Burgundy Blanc or a Bourgogne Blanc, a Pouilly-Fuissé, or a 
Chablis,, the wine will come from the Chardonnay grape.  

The Vouvray wine in France uses the same variety of grape grown in South Africa, Chenin 
Blanc; Zinfandel in California and Primitivo from the Puglia region of Italy belong to the 
Croatian Tribidrag variety; Australian Shiraz belongs to the French Syrah variety; and, Italian 
Pinot Grigio and French Alsace Pinot Gris belong to the Pinoy Gris variety.

Changing names of wines does not change essential characteristics of their varieties. Become 
familiar with the different wine varieties and you will discover your favorites under whatever 
names they assume.  

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Pd by CSTF



www.lbknews.com Friday, Jamuary 3, 2025  Page 7



Page 8     Friday, January 3, 2025 The News

See Letters, page 12

THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina

Concierge Services

LEARN MORE941.387-1661 / MEMBERSHIP@LONGBOATKEYCLUB.COM

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 4

efficient and effective.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Speeding cameras
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Ok. Thanks 
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Speeding cameras
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thanks Commissioner and hope you’re enjoying your time off as well. Let us do some 

research on the subject of using cameras for speed enforcement beyond school zones and get 
back with you. Happy New Year!

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Speeding cameras
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip, I hope you’re enjoying your family and your well-deserved vacation. In as much as I will 

not be able to attend the January 6th regular meeting, I would like to bring up for discussion 
the issue of speeding cameras. I noticed in the Herald Tribune, Sarasota County is installing 
them. Seems to make sense as they would allow our already limited staff time to focus on 
more important issues. Any questions I will have my phone with me be sure to give me a call 
thank you. 

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Library
To: Longboat Key Commission
Please find attached a letter from Sarasota County Administrator Lewis confirming that the 

County is in agreement with the library fundraising extension.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Short term rental
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
In the rare instance that an issue occurs at a short-term rental in your community, we under-

stand you want to be able to resolve it quickly. We offer the following resources to get in touch 
with Airbnb’s team and quickly raise and resolve concerns.

For you and your residents: You can report a party, noise complaint or neighborhood 
concern that you think may involve a listing on Airbnb directly to Airbnb through our 24/7 
Neighborhood Support Line.

For Airbnb hosts and guests: We have a 24 Hour Safety Line to offer fast assistance to hosts 
and guests facing time-sensitive issues during an active stay.

For law enforcement officers: Airbnb has a dedicated Law Enforcement Portal where law 
enforcement officers can submit valid legal and emergency requests for information to Airbnb 
that may assist with ongoing investigations. Through our dedicated portal, after creating an 
account, officers can securely create and track requests they make, as well as receive status 
updates.

In the rare event of an emergency during a stay, we also provide an in-app Local Emergency 
Services feature that quickly connects guests staying in your community to the local emergency 
services.

Nick Martinez
Airbnb Policy Associate

Casa Del Mar Drywall Permits
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I appreciate your prompt attention to this issue. I know if we can get this process expedited 

it will benefit all of us. Wishing you all a Happy New Year and all the best for 2025. 
Cheri McCann
Broker of Record
McCann Realty Group

Casa Del Mar Drywall Permits
To: Cheri McCann
I hope Patti’s note helped clarify some issues for you so your program at Casa Del Mar can 

be expedited,  
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5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive - $8,800,000
This charming single-story beachfront home offers an

incredible opportunity for those seeking a slice of

paradise. Sold as-is, the property is situated on a generous

lot, making it ideal for a family compound or a personal

retreat.                                                5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

GULF FRONT HOME

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000
Epic Gulf-front corner residence, which feels like a home on

the beach, offers 3 bedrooms plus an office (or 4 bedrooms)

and 3.5 bathrooms in a lavish 4,032 sq. ft. space.   

                                                                                      Aria204.com 

ARIA

L’AMBIANCE 415 L’Ambiance Drive #A608 - $7,217,000
Experience luxury living in this epic North/West corner
Gulf-front residence at L'Ambiance with year-round
sunsets. Exquisitely redesigned by renowned architect
Mark Sultana, this home boasts 3,380 sq. ft. of living space,
that will take your breath away. Instant enjoyment is
waiting for you to create everlasting memories with your
loved ones. Walk to the golf course, tennis, 
state-of-the-art fitness, three guest suites,
concierge. Bonus two parking spaces.    
                                                       LAmbianceA608.com

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 - $7,500,000
Beyond imagination with ultimate views of sunrises and
sunsets, enjoy casual elegance from this epic southwest
corner residence in the south building of L’Ambiance
within the gates of the Longboat Key Club. This residence
has been recently reconstructed and custom-designed to
take full advantage of the spectacular sites. Three
bedrooms with ensuites, plus a bonus room or
children’s wing with bunk beds. 
                                                        LAmbianceA801.com

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 - $1,078,000
This meticulously maintained 2,400 sq. ft. corner residence

features lush tropical views of Sarasota Bay and a prime

location. The residence boasts an open floor plan with 3

bedrooms, two patios for optimal sunlight and multiple

access points including BBQ, and a private 2 car garage.

Pet-friendly, 2 pets up to 22 lbs.              Tangerine211.com

TANGERINE BAY CLUB

100 North Tamiami Trail   |   Sarasota, FL 34236   |   Kepecz@JudyHays.com   |   www.LongboatKeyLuxury.comSarasota, FL 34236

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com 

IN THE WORLD
$3.4 Billion Career Sales

%1TOP
Coldwell Banker Judy Kepecz-HaysLeah

George
941-780-0597 941-587-1700

Steven
KepeczJudy Kepecz-HaysLeah

George
941-376-6411   

L’AMBIANCE

GULF FRONT HOMEGULF FRONT HOMEGULF FRONT HOME ARIAGULF FRONT HOMEGULF FRONT HOMEGULF FRONT HOMEGULF FRONT HOME ARIA TANGERINE BAY CLUBTANGERINE BAY CLUB

100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

Kepecz@JudyHays.com

IN THE WORLD
$3.4 Billion Career Sales

%1%1%
TOP1TOP1

Coldwell Banker
11 StevenStevenStevenStevenStevenSteven

KepeczKepeczKepeczKepeczKepeczKepeczJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysJudy Kepecz-HaysLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeahLeah
GeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorge
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Dec. 28
Boat

12:14 a.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to Grand Bay Blvd. 

on a call of a suspicious incident. The caller said there 
were multiple bright lights coming out of the water mov-
ing toward Sarasota, lights coming from out in the Gulf. 
Officer Martinson responded to the beach access located at 
the 2800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive which is the most 
parallel beach access along the Gulf. Officer Martinson 
walked out onto the beach and in the distance, several 
miles offshore and he could see the faint blinking of what 
appeared to be white and red lights coming from a boat 
traveling toward Sarasota. Case clear.

Dec. 29
Elevator

2:28 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to Grand Bay Blvd. for an elevator rescue. Prior to his arrival, 

Longboat Key Fire Department arrived on scene and was able to remove occupants from the 
elevator so no police assistance was required. Case clear.

Dec. 30
License plate camera

10:39 a.m.
Officer Ramsaier responded to a license plate camera alert for a drive with no insurance on 

file. Officer Ramsaier conducted an FCIC/NCIC query on the license plate. Officer Ramsaier 
located the vehicle and conducted a traffic stop in the 5500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
Officer Ramsaier made contact with the driver who stated that he just bought the car over the 
weekend and handed Officer Ramsaier the title which indicated that the transferred title by 
the seller was incomplete and not transferred. Officer Ramsaier asked the driver if he had a bill 
of sale for the purchase and he replied he did not and his boss purchased the vehicle for him 
and handled all the paperwork. Officer Ramsaier was notified by Sarasota County Dispatch tat 
the license plate came back to a different car. Officer Ramsaier asked the driver for his driver’s 
license but he said he didn’t have one on him and did not have any ID. Officer Ramsaier 
conducted a vin number check on the vehicle which confirmed that the car was not reported 
stolen. The Officer issued tickets for no driver’s license and no vehicle registration. Case clear.

Traffic
6:20 p.m.
Officer Mathis responded to the 7200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a vehicle 

blocking traffic on the bridge. The vehicle was a Honda Civic experiencing mechanical issues 
and was broken down and blocking the northbound lane of the bridge. The vehicle was pushed 
from the roadway onto the shoulder to clear the roadway. The driver advised he had help on 
the way to either repair or tow his vehicle. Case clear.

Jet ski
10:00 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to 

property damage sustained by a red and black jet ski on Putter Lane from Hurricane Milton. 
Upon arrival, Officer Pescuma met with the complainant and he said that his neighbor’s jet 
ski came loose during Hurricane Milton sometime between October 9 and October 10, subse-
quently ending up on the complainant’s property allegedly causing damage to his fire pit and 
coral stone base that the fire pit sat on. The complainant lives on Putter Lane and his neighbor 
resides at Harbor Cove Circle. The complainant stated that he spoke with the neighbor on 
Dec. 18 regarding a remediation to rectify the repairs, however there is a disparity on what 
was quoted for repairs at $3,500 - $4,500 and what the neighbor allegedly agreed to pay. The 
complainant stated that the neighbor said that unless the complainant could provide proof that 

his jet ski caused the damage, he would cap his reimburse-
ment at $1,000. The complainant stated that the neighbor 
trespassed onto his property to retrieve his jet ski on Oct. 
13. Case clear.

Driver’s license
4:51 p.m.
Officer Pescuma while on patrol, received a license plate 

camera alert for a suspended/revoked/canceled driver’s 
license. Officer Pescuma queried the state database and 
confirmed that the driver had a suspended driver’s license 
and an expired Florida Learner’s License. The vehicle was 
located and Officer Pescuma conducted a traffic stop and 
made contact with the driver. Officer Pescuma provided 
the reason for the traffic stop and asked her for her driver’s 

license, registration and current proof of insurance. The driver handed the officer a Honduras 
passport. Officer Pescuma asked the driver if she had a valid Florida Driver’s license or any 
Driver’s License and she said she didn’t, nor was she ever issued one. Officer Pescuma asked the 
driver if she knew that she should be driver, and she said she knew she should not. The driver 
said she was conducting work on Longboat Key. Officr Pescuma issued a criminal citation to 
the driver for No Driver’s License, and a citation for No Proof of Insurance. Officer Pescuma 
advised that the driver could not drive and she arranged for transportation. Case clear.

Dec. 31
Golf carts

4:46 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 6600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to 

two golf carts traveling southbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive. While enroute, Officer Pescuma 
observed the two golf carts traveling southbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive and initiated a traf-
fic stop at the 4900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Mathis arrived on scene to assist. 
Officer Pescuma advised the occupants the reason for the stop and asked the drivers for their 
driver’s license. Both golf carts were rentals from Holmes Beach. The rental place was notified 
and will arrange to pick up golf carts in front of the location. Both operators were issued cita-
tions for improper operation on certain roads. Case clear.

Jan. 1
Noise

12:50 a.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Ranger Lane in reference to a noise disturbance. The 

complainant contacted 911 in reference to loud music and screaming coming from the afore-
mentioned location. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival, he could hear laughter from the street but 
no screaming or loud music. Officer Mathis made contact with the homeowner who was in 
the backyard of the residence and visible from the street. Officer Mathis introduced himself 
and advised of the call for service. The homeowner explained they had entertained a few guests 
earlier but the event had ended some time ago. No loud music was present in the area. Officer 
Mathis canvassed the area in an attempt to locate any music or screaming. No further contact 
in the area. Case clear.

Animal services
10:12 a.m.
Officer Ericsson was dispatched to Sands Point Road regarding an animal provlem. The call-

er said there was an injured racoon on the third floor near one of the units. As Officer Ericsson 
was responding, Animal Services was contacted and enroute to the scene. Upon arrival, Officer 
Ericsson located a racoon on the stairwell in front of the unit. The racoon appeared to be 
injured, but alive. Officer Ericsson contacted the calling party and advised Animal Services was 
on the way. Officer Ericsson left the scene prior to Animal Services arrival. Case clear.

Jan. 2
Citizen Assistance

4:41 p.m.
Officer Maple and Officer Ericsson were dispatched to the 200 block of Gulf of Mexico 

Drive for a signal 67 call. The call was in reference to a Middle Eastern Man walking on the 
sidewalk pushing a shopping cart and yelling at people. Upon arrival, the person in question 
was the same individual the officer has observed several times walking the sidewalk north-
bound for the last few hours with no incidents. Transient was located at the 3100 block of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive and was still pushing a shopping cart. Transient had a beard, appeared in an 
unkept manner and was wearing headphones but showed no signs of concern. Additionally, he 
was talking loud to himself but engaged in no obvious criminal activity. The subject was not 
confronted and was observed continuing to head north at a steady pace. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

 410 MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA  •  $3,895,000
4BR/2.5BA  •  3,257 SF 

453 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE, SARASOTA  • $8,495,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION  • 5BR/6BA  •  4,500 SF

BIRD KEY

BIRD KEY

NEW CONSTRUCTION

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES

585 GUNWALE LANE • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR /3.5BA  •  OPEN WATER  •  $5,995,000

		
            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

327 S WASHINGTON DR
240 VAN BUREN DR
1561 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#501
1591 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#214
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#206
2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#212
4241 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#502
3140 BAYOU SOUND
3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#252

2,963
2,375
5,895
2,249
2,347
2,448
1,660
3,312
2,250

$4,200,000 
$1,200,000 
$12,512,637 
$6,900,000 
$4,859,000 
$1,999,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,599,000 
$1,575,000

18
0
0
0
0
48
0
185
352

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1

2
2
4
2
2
3
2
2
3

3
3
3
2
2
3
3
3
3

$3,875,000 
$1,200,000 
$12,512,637 
$6,900,000 
$4,859,000 
$1,850,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,402,000 
$1,450,000

KeyRealEstate

327 S WASHINGTON DR
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440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Casa Del Mar Drywall Permits
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you for your prompt response. I will now coordi-

nate with our Condo Corporation board to reach out to Mr. 
Parsons and Ms. Fige to expedite the drywall permit process.

The delay we are facing is becoming untenable. Our Condo 
Corporation is losing $250,000 per month in revenue, and 
these financial losses are having a severe impact. We rely on 
this income to sustain operations, and waiting six weeks for 
a drywall permit is jeopardizing our ability to recover. If a 
drywall permit is required, it should be processed without 
unreasonable delays, especially considering that the other 
permits (electrical, structural, and plumbing) have been pro-
cessed promptly.

As you may know, in Florida, a typical drywall permit 
should take no more than 5 to 10 business days to process, 
assuming all documentation is in order. Given this standard, 
the current delay is far beyond the normal timeframe, which 
is why we are requesting urgent action to resolve this matter.

Moreover, since the need for the drywall permit is due to 
storm damage, we believe there should be an exception or 
expedited approval to account for the unique circumstances 
following the storm. In situations like this, it’s essential that 
recovery efforts are prioritized, and the permitting process 
should reflect the urgency of restoring properties to a safe and 
habitable condition.

It is difficult to reconcile how some businesses and 
properties are moving forward as though nothing has hap-
pened, while others—especially those that depend on rental 
income—are bearing the full financial burden of these delays. 

The impact is not limited to us; it is affecting the broader 
Longboat Key economy. Small businesses and other local 
enterprises are struggling, and some may not survive without 
timely support.

The longer this delay continues, the greater the strain on 
everyone involved. Securing this permit and resuming opera-
tions before the 2025 rental season would provide a much-
needed boost to the local economy and help mitigate some of 
the damage already done.

Longboat Key is a unique and special place, and we deeply 
appreciate all that you and your team do. However, this situa-
tion requires immediate attention and swift action to prevent 
further financial harm. Thank you for your urgent attention 
to this matter.

Cheri McCann
Broker of Record
McCann Realty Group

Casa del Mar Drywall
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you for your support!
Patti Fige
Building Official
Town of Longboat Key

Casa del Mar Drywall
To: Town of Longboat Key Building Official Patti Fige
Thanks for this comprehensive reply.  If there is any way the 

Commission can help to further simplify permitting measures 
within the law and good practice, I am sure you will let us 
know.  

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Casa del Mar Drywall

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
In answer to your questions; #1 – Yes, originally the Town 

code required a permit for residential types (Residential Single 
Family homes and for Multi-family condo’s) for drywall 
replacement.

As a streamlining measure & process improvement - PZB 
proactively created a Resolution removing that requirement 
for Residential Single Family homes only.

Multi-family condo units; we cannot. Condos have fire 
rated assemblies which have different dry wall materials. 
They are life safety issues and we need to see those areas for 
inspections.  The Florida Building code requires fire rated 
assembly inspection. Additionally,  This is also why a GC 
(General Contractor) licensed person is required to handle 
multi-family work, as residential licensed contractors are not 
typically familiar with fire ratings etc.

Question #1 – Part 2 – Yes, 48 square feet provision 
exempting a Multi-family repair of drywall is in place.

Question #2 – We currently have separate permit types, so 
it is separate.

Additional information for clarification - The Town is in 
the National Flood Insurance Program and we are required 
to collect and keep tallies ($) of all work and permit types 
for permitting requiring “FEMA” forms, this does slow the 
process, many are reluctant to provide with initial submittals.

As another streamlining measure & process improvement 
– the Current permitting system was set up for separate per-
mitting. PZB is consolidating that process into one permit 
instead of several permits unless the customer choses multi-
permit method. This feature will be rolled out when our new 
permitting software goes live in the Spring of 2025.

I hope this assists you in answering concerns of our resi-
dents without overwhelming you with too much technical 
information. We are working as diligently as possible. Thank 
you and wish you a wonderful holiday was well.

Patti Fige
Building Official
Town of Longboat Key

Casa del Mar Drywall
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen 

Parsons
I know we have had a number of questions raised by resi-

dents of Windward Bay about the length of time it has taken 
to receive drywall replacement permits.  I have now had a 
similar issue raised by a resident of Casa del Mar.  Two ques-
tions:  1. Is it true that drywall permits required by Longboat 
Key are not required in other jurisdictions?  I understood the 
48 square foot rule was an LBK rule which has now been 
waived.  Do we have other special rules that we could/should 
waive?  2. I understand that some of the issues in Windward 
Bay involved permits sought for plumbing, electrical and 
other work besides drywall and that these other components 
resulted in a longer time to achieve permits.  Is this true?  If 
so, can drywall work be separated from the other issues so that 
that work can proceed?

I have explained to all who ask that your team has gone 
above and beyond to move rehab forward and the results have 
been generally viewed as miraculous.  Thanks for that and 
Happy New Year to all the P and Z staff.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Ads that 
work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 

941.387.2200
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LARRY MOSKOWITZ, PA
PROPERTY DAMAGE LAWYERS

Main Office: 400 SE 9th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Satellite Offices:  Ft. Myers & Tampa (by appointment).

Larry Moskowitz has practiced law in Florida for more than 35+ years, beginning 
his career as an Assistant State Attorney/Prosecutor in Broward County, FL. He 
is an accomplished trial attorney with over 150 jury trials to verdict.

MMr. Moskowitz has handled thousands of Property Damage Claims against all 
the major insurance companies. He has helped hundreds of business owners 
recover millions of dollars for business interruption claims resulting from the 
BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, and claims arising from the catastrophic 
Hurricanes Wilma (2005), Super Storm Sandy (2012), Matthew (2016), Irma (2017), 
Michael (2018), Laura (2020), Sally (2020), Tropical Storm Eta (2020), Hurricane 
Ian (2022), and Hurricane Beryl (2024).

WE CAN HELP

• Improper Damage Assessment 
• Inaccurate Evaluations 
• Rushed Claim Assessments

3 Reasons Why Hurricanes Helene & Milton 
Insurance Claims Are Underpaid Or Denied:

HURRICANE DAMAGE? 

WE WORK ON A CONTINGENCY FEE BASIS. 
WE DON'T GET PAID UNTIL YOU DO!

NO RECOVERY • NO FEES • NO COSTS
CALL 844-88-WINDY (94639)
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Season is upon us — book 
your appointments early!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge
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THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

43
35

55
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS  THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS  
LANGUAGES   SUNDAY CONCERTS  

BROADWAY BIOS CRAFTS  
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!
Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2024-2025

SUSAN GOLDFARB
Contributing Writer
goldfarb@lbknews.com

Vocalist Decyo McDuffie sings Nat King Cole favorites on January 15, 5-6:30.

Happy New Year! I hope that 2025 brings everyone good times and 
good health! 

The Winter Term at The Education Center at Temple Beth Israel 
begins Monday January 6. Although the hurricanes impacted many of 
our Longboaters, creating destruction and disorientation, I am happy 
to say that registrations are picking up as people are looking forward to 
stimulating their bodies, minds and spirits with our 150+ adult enrich-
ment programs that offer education, recreation, and entertainment! 

Here are a few can’t miss special events! Everyone knows Michael 
Garey, the hospitable owner of The Lazy Lobster on LBK. Michael is 
a wine connoisseur and is offering a special winetasting event for The 
Education Center at his restaurant. Join him on Friday, January 17  
from 2:00-3:30 pm as he shares his passion for wine. He will be highlighting the perfect wines 
to pair with lobster and seafood. It promises to be entertaining, tasty and informative!   

On Wednesday, January 15 from 5:00-6:30 pm we are presenting Don Mopsick and Friends  
in a tribute concert to Nat King Cole. Outstanding vocalist Decyo  McDuffie will croon 
the memorable songs you love to hear in their performance called Unforgettable—Nat King  
Cole: The Next Generation. Wine and cheese are served in this Happy Hour jazz event called 
Wind Down Wednesdays! Come out and tap your toes and snap your fingers to the sounds of 
our popular New Orleans Jazz & More with Kid Dutch and his exceptional jazz artists. The 
first one is Tuesday, January 21 from 7:30-9:30 pm. I will feature more about jazz nights in 
February in a subsequent column. 

On Sunday, January 12, from 3:00-4:30 pm, Behind The Scenes With Maria Von Trapp  
will be presented as the first of our Sunday performing arts programs in January, February, 
and March. Donna Serio, singer, actress, and storyteller, will take you behind the scenes of 
“The Sound of Music” as she relives her lead role, Maria Von Trapp, sharing all the mischief 
that went on backstage. Enjoy the much beloved songs! But you may never think of life on the 
musical theater stage in quite the same way again!  

Many believe that Albert Einstein was a genius for whom things came easy. But his life was a 
struggle and filled with challenges that few people know about. Einstein’s Compass:  A Staged 
Play Reading,  created and directed by Betty Mohr, is filled with fascinating information about 
Einstein’s life  and will  feature Temple Beth Israel’s Rabbi Stephen Sniderman reading the lead 
role of Einstein, accompanied by four other playreaders on January 19, from 2-3:45 pm. An 
assuredly  stimulating discussion will follow.

Want to discuss and hear about America and the world post-election? Join the other jubilant 
or worried audience members at the lectures America And The World In 2025 with lecturer  
Mike Gibson on January 7 and Democracies In Decline: Will American Democaracy Survive? 

Michael Garey, the hospitable owner of The Lazy Lobster on LBK, is offering a special 
winetasting event for The Education Center at his restaurant.

What’s Happening at The Education Center in 2025

presented by speaker Dale Anderson, M.D., on January 14. Both lectures are on Tuesdays from 
3-4:30 pm as part of  our annual Lecture Series featuring 12 lectures  with diverse topics and 
distinctive lecturers from January through March.   

Two - part programs include: Unlocking The Mysteries Of The Kabbalah with wisdom 
speaker Dilip Mathur, World Culinary  Legacies with renowned culinary authority Giuliano 
Hazan and award-winning Lael Hazan. Other courses that run for two sessions or four include: 
The Foreign Film Festival, The Art of Japanese Silk Braiding, Brain Fitness For Older Adults,  
Iphone/Ipad,  Discover the Actor in You, Frank Sinatra, Don’t Let Your Emotions Run Your 
Life, And Food Changes Everything—Recapture Vibrant Energy & Youthful Vitality With 
Whole Food— just some of the many courses in January taught by experts in their fields. 

Visit their website at www.tbieducationcenter.org

GOLDFARB



Page 16     Friday, January 3, 2025 The News

REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.  

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

COREY’S LANDING  •  $2,800,000
3444 MISTLETOE LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

4BR/3.5BA  •  2,836 SF  •  Upgraded  •  Waterfront
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

WINDING OAKS  •  $995,000
3455 WINDING OAKS DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY,  FL 
3BR/2BA •  2,112 SF  •  Furnished  •  Waterfront

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $649,000 
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA  •  1,235 SF  •  Furnished  •  Covered Parking Space
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

SUTTON PLACE  •  $409,000 
569 SUTTON PLACE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2BA  • 1,198 SF  •   Furnished  •  Gulf to Bay community
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

WEST OF TRAIL • $2,580,000 
1886 PROSPECT STREET • SARASOTA, FL

4BR/4BA •  3,444 SF  • Built in 2016
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

THE MARK • $1,499,000
 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004  •  SARASOTA, FL  

2BR/2.5BA  • 1,513 SF  •  Sleek, modern interior  •  City views
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

BEACHPLACE III  •  $799,000
 1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #104  • LONGBOAT KEY, FL  

2BR/2BA  • 1,503 SF  •  Private walk-down 
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

PLAYERS CLUB  •  $1,095,000
 1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #201  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

3BR/2.5BA  •  1,551 SF  •  Gulf views  •  Furnished
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  $5,999,000 
596 YAWL LANE •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

5BR/5.5BA  • 7,374 SF  •   275’ of Seawall  •  Large lot
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $675,000
 1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #242  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

2BR/2.5BA  •  1,192 SF  •  Bay views
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  $2,795,000 
597 CUTTER LANE •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2BA  • 1,963 SF  •   103’ of Waterfront
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS  CLUB  •  $949,000
520 BAYPORT WAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

2BR/2BA  •  1,456 SF  •  Gulf to Bay Community 
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

PROMENADE  •  $2,350,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #401  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/3BA  •  2,100 SF • Gulf & Bay views
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $799,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #85N • LONGBOAT KEY,  FL 

2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

HARBOR OAKS  •  $699,000
2215 HARBOURSIDE DR., #304 •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

3BR/2BA  •  1,906 SF • Updated
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

NEW PRICE
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