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The Dearborn Symphony

	 Dearborn Symphony, incorporated as the Dearborn Orchestral Society (DOS), was 
founded in 1960 by a group of musicians and music educators led by Jim Irwin. The Friends 
of the Dearborn Symphony, founded one year later, is an all-volunteer organization whose 
purpose is to provide additional and special support for the Symphony.
	 Driven by its mission, “The Dearborn Symphony inspires, uplifts, and enriches its 
audiences and musicians by presenting high caliber, engaging orchestral performances and 
educational programs.”
	 Through the generous cooperation of the City of Dearborn and the Ford Motor 
Company, the orchestra has performed at the Ford Community and Performing Arts Center 
since the Center opened in 2001.
	 The Symphony office is in North Empire’s Fairlane Office Centre. Because of 
management by skilled staff and volunteers, overhead is less than 20% of the annual budget. 
The DOS pays its musicians, music director, executive director, office manager, personnel 
manager, librarian, etc., and has all of the other expenses typical of a vigorous business. 
Orchestra members are paid professionals, many of whom are members of the Detroit 
Federation of Musicians - Local 5. Because revenue from admissions provides less than 25% of 
the yearly budget, the DOS relies heavily on Friends of the Dearborn Symphony, volunteers, 
sponsors, contributors, advertisers, grants, and bequests.
	 Six-times voted “The Outstanding Community Orchestra” (2021, 2019, 2016, 2013, 
2008, 2007) by Detroit Music Awards, the Dearborn Symphony has been called the “cultural 
cornerstone of Dearborn” and has enhanced the quality of life in the great metro area for over 
60 years. It offers free children’s concerts, annually performs a “side-by-side” concert with the 
Dearborn Youth Symphony, and performs at other special events. The DOS also conducts in-
school clinics for students in Dearborn and Dearborn Heights.
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Music Director Welcome
Steven Jarvi
Music Director & Conductor, Dearborn Symphony

Dearborn Symphony is excited to welcome you to our 64th season. 
It is an honor to lead these fabulous musicians, and this season 
of Music That Moves is going to be one of our most interesting, 
entertaining, and moving collections of concerts to date. We open 
with Can-Can kicks and majestic sonic landscapes and end with 
the powerful Verdi Requiem, including world-class soloists and over 
150 musicians on stage. Along the way we will journey to Europe 
onscreen with Rick Steves in an orchestral travel show experience, 
dance the night away, and celebrate the world’s most famous 
marches in a sport-centric evening of familiar favorites.

     Our opening concert shows off your Dearborn Symphony in grand style, using the full forces 
of the orchestra and even bringing musicians into the audience. This powerhouse of a musical 
journey ends with a sonically gigantic finale that nearly shakes the hall. Goosebumps are 
guaranteed.
     In November, we welcome travel guru Rick Steves with custom video narration and 
scenes from his PBS series projected above the orchestra. It’s a one-of-a-kind blend of music, 
storytelling, and breathtaking visuals that offers something for families, travel lovers, and 
classical fans alike.
     In 2026, we’re excited to collaborate with Downriver Dance Academy as professional dancers 
perform live on stage with the orchestra. That same night features our annual Side-by-Side 
event with the talented musicians of the Dearborn Youth Symphony—an inspiring evening of 
movement and music.
     In March, we turn up the volume with a concert packed with marches that have stirred 
hearts across generations—from concert halls to parades, films, and stadiums. Expect surprise 
guests and a festive spirit from start to finish.
     Our season finale is not to be missed, as we are once again joined by Vanguard Voices 
under the direction of G. Kevin Dewey and world-class soloists for Verdi’s Requiem. One of the 
most moving and massive pieces of the classical repertoire, it must be experienced live to 
be fully appreciated. With soaring solos and the thunderous Dies Irae, this work pulls on the 
heartstrings. It’s a dramatic musical experience that will leave you breathless.
     The Dearborn Symphony is made up of the finest and most dedicated musicians in our 
region who are committed to bringing you the highest-level musical experience. Their talents, 
combined with one of the region’s best concert halls make for an unforgettable evening. This 
season brings together many gifted people from around the region, and I can’t wait for you to 
join us for this season of Music That Moves.

Steven Jarvi
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Welcome from the President & Executive Director
Yasmin W. Eloian
President, Dearborn Orchestral Society

	 It is a true honor to step into the role of President of this esteemed 
organization and join the vibrant community of musicians, staff, patrons, 
and volunteers who make the Dearborn Symphony so extraordinary. I am 
deeply humbled to follow in the footsteps of the remarkable presidents 
who came before me. Their leadership and unwavering dedication have 
shaped the Symphony into the renowned cultural treasure it is today.
     Dearborn Symphony’s rich history and cultural significance are deeply 

respected, and I am committed to contributing to its continued growth and success. Music has 
the power to inspire, educate, and unite—and it is this transformative force that fuels our vision 
for the future. Our shared vision includes building a vibrant and inclusive future, strengthening 
community engagement, and ensuring long-term sustainability. 
     We are thrilled to present this season’s theme—Music That Moves—which celebrates the 
emotional and narrative power of movement in music. This season is a testament to our belief 
that music is not just heard but felt.
     As we move forward, we will foster a culture of collaboration, transparency, and innovation. 
By working closely with our talented musicians, dedicated staff, and supportive board, we will 
continue to share the joy of music with our community for generations to come.
     With gratitude and excitement,

	
James Clements

Executive Director, Dearborn Orchestral Society

    Welcome to a new season with Dearborn Symphony! It is a joy to 
continue this journey as we explore our 64th season of Music That Moves. 
Each concert this year has been designed to stir the heart, ignite the 
imagination, and remind us of the power music holds to move us.
     What makes Dearborn Symphony truly special is not only the artistry 
on stage but the community that surrounds it: you, our audience, 
alongside our musicians, Board, and supporters. Together, we create something greater than 
ourselves: a shared experience where music uplifts, connects, and inspires.
     Thank you for being part of this season. May the performances ahead move you in 
unforgettable ways and stay with you long after the final note.  
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CHERRY HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 24110 Cherry Hill Road (at Telegraph), Dearborn, MI 48124
Rev. Teresa Peterson, Interim Pastor / Charles Miller, Director of Music

For addi� onal concert informa� on, please visit www.cherryhillchurch.org

Saturday, October 11, 2025 from 10:00am - 7:00pm
BACH PIPE ORGAN MARATHON
A Day-Long Fundraising Event for the Restora� on of the
1958 Aus� n Pipe Organ featuring the Organ Works of 
Johann Sebas� an Bach in nine 50-minute-long recitals
10am Charles Miller / 11am Nicole Keller / 12pm Joseph Balistreri 
1pm Jonathan Ryan / 2pm David Huff ord / 3pm Caroline Robinson
4pm Jeremy David Tarrant / 5pm David Stultz / 6pm James Kibbie
Dona� ons accepted at the door. Come and stay as long as you’d like!

Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 6:00pm
VANGUARD VOICES:  Christmas Lessons and Carols
G. Kevin Dewey, conductor / Charles Miller, organist

Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 4:00pm
CHAMBER MUSIC BY RAVEL, PROKOFIEV, & BACH 

Joseph Deller, violin/Ivana Biliskov, cello
Patrick Johnson, piano

Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 3:00pm
DETROIT LUTHERAN SINGERS

Christopher Hall, conductor

Sunday, June 7, 2026 at 4:00pm
VANGUARD VOICES

featuring Benjamin Bri� en’s Rejoice in the Lamb 
G. Kevin Dewey, conductor

2025  ̶̶̶̶  2026 CONCERT SEASON

T he Dearborn Symphony is pleased 
to offer this unique educational out-

reach program.  It provides children with 
an introduction to the orchestra during 
dress rehearsals — free of charge.
 Studies show that symphonic music 
helps kids concentrate, helps brain devel-
opment, helps them feel relaxed, and they 
might actually like it!
 We ask that proper concert etiquette 
be observed and a parent or other adult 
accompany elementary and junior high 
school students.

 Dress rehearsals are held at 7:30 pm at the 
Ford Community & Performing Arts Center

Dress Rehearsal Dates:
Thursday, Oct 12 
Thursday, Nov 16 
Thursday, Feb 8 

Thursday, Mar 14 
Thursday, May 2

Children’s Introduction to the Symphony

Please notify us at the symphony office at 313.565.2424 
prior to the rehearsal date you wish to attend.

Thursday, Oct. 2	        Thursday, Mar. 26
Thursday, Nov. 6         Thursday, May 7
Thursday, Feb. 5
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Dear Friends:  

I am thrilled to welcome the 64th Season of  
The Dearborn Symphony Orchestra.  
A Season That Really Moves!  

The lineup promises memorable performances: 
1. MYTH, MOTION, AND MAJESTY 
2. RICK STEVES’ SYMPHONIC EUROPE 
3. SHALL WE DANCE? 
4. MAD ABOUT MARCHES 
5. VERDI’S REQUIEM 

The talented musicians of the Dearborn Symphony capYvate audiences with 
inspiring performances while fostering creaYvity in young arYsts through 
scholarships and educaYonal outreach. These programs provide aspiring 
musicians with opportuniYes to develop mastery of challenging and beauYful 
repertoire while gaining valuable ensemble experience. 

I am proud to be associated with the Symphony, its supporters and volunteers 
who work together to support the classical music enduring power, and maintain 
Dearborn’s reputaYon as a popular desYnaYon for the arts. The Symphony is a 
Dearborn treasure. I am excited to see the array of musical performances that 
the Symphony has in store this season.  

We are fortunate to have audiences and sponsors like you to reinforce the 
importance of cultural contribuYons that the Dearborn Symphony delivers to 
the community. We look forward to seeing you throughout the season.

Abdullah H. Hammoud 
Mayor of Dearborn
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Music Med ley
Presented by Friends of the Dearborn Symphony

Hear YOUR 
Dearborn Symphony musicians!

Enjoy refreshments at each concert’s afterglow. 
Meet and greet the performers 
and our community friends.

Info & Tickets: Jane Mykytenko
313.657.2776

 or email janeel1@me.com
dearbornsymphony-friends.org

Tickets
$25/concert

$20 - Friends members
Season subscriptions available

Concert Location
First Presbyterian Church

600 N Brady Road, Dearborn

Sunday, November 16, 2025 | 3:00 p.m.
“Praise & Thanksgiving” | David Stultz, organist

Sunday, January 11, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Concert featuring the
New Verse Chamber Ensemble

Sunday, February 15, 2026 | 3:00 p.m.
returning performance of the

Velvet Fluegeltones
Sunday, March 15, 2026 | 3:00 p.m.

“From Renaissance to Baroque”
an afternoon of early music featuring “Caruela Duo,”

“Cherry Hill Consort,” “Littlefield Recorders” and others

Sunday, April 12, 2026 | 3:00 p.m.
Cello City: Sara Haupt & Michael Kaoub

Donna Kallie, flute & piano
Sunday, May 17, 2026 | 3:00 p.m.

The Dearborn Big Band
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Complete the evening with an 
award winning dinner. 

22000 Michigan Avenue 

Dearborn, MI 48124 

Mint29.com 

(313) 438-0507 info@mint29.com 
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UNLOCK THE POWER
OF YOUR HOME
WITH A HELOC
Ask us today about how a HELOC or a fixed-rate second 
mortgage can benefit you!

• home improvements

• education costs

• investment property

purchase

• rainy-day fund
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Friends of the Dearborn Symphony

Celebrating 63 Years of Harmony and Community
     Founded in 1962 by 60 visionary charter members, Friends of the 
Dearborn Symphony began as the Women’s Association for the Dearborn 
Orchestral Society (WADOS). Over time, the group evolved—welcoming 
men into its ranks and adopting a new name about a decade ago to 
better reflect its inclusive mission and growing impact.
     Today, this dynamic, all-volunteer organization boasts over 100 
members who are deeply committed to supporting the Dearborn 
Symphony. Through financial contributions, volunteer efforts, and 

educational outreach, Friends helps cultivate enthusiastic audiences and enriches the musical 
lives of students and adults alike.

A Legacy of Generosity
As the Symphony’s largest single donor, Friends has contributed more than $935,000 since 
1974. This includes underwriting part of an annual concert and donating $120,000 to the 
Endowment Fund—ensuring the Symphony’s future remains bright.

Fundraising with Flair
Friends host a variety of beloved events to raise funds and foster community spirit, including: 
Music Medley Series; Dinner with the Conductor; Taste of Music; Oktoberfest; and, many more!

Behind the Scenes & Beyond
From providing refreshments at dress rehearsals to organizing music clinics and workshops 
in local schools, Friends is always finding new ways to support the Symphony. The Friends 
Education Fund also awards scholarships to outstanding young musicians through the 
Dearborn Youth Symphony.

Get Involved
To learn more about Friends of the Dearborn 
Symphony, upcoming events, or how to get involved, 
visit dearbornsymphony-friends.org or follow us on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/
FriendsOfTheDearbornSymphony.

To Our Members: Thank you for your continued 
support and dedication. If you’re not yet a member, 
we invite you to join the fun and make a difference!

Join Today Call Linda Freitag at (313) 294-9006 or 
stop by the membership table at Dearborn Symphony 
concerts, staffed by the ever-welcoming Patti and 
Don Mack.

Established 1962

Purchase a blanketto show your supportfor only $55!
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JOIN US FOR THE 2025-26 SEASON 
Incredible Performances @  

The Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
5500tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn

  VViissiitt  DDeeaarrbboorrnnYYoouutthhSSyymmpphhoonnyy..oorrgg  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss

NOW AUDITIONING MUSICIANS AGES 8-20

Dearborn Location 313-561-1500

Taylor Location 313-291-0900

We are proud to support the 
Dearborn Symphony -
Bringing music to life

for 64 years!

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

www.howepeterson.com

The Experience of family® Since 1873

Lincoln Park Location 313-928-6500

Youth Artists Solo Competition
Each spring, Dearborn Symphony seeks to identify, 
recognize, and encourage young musicians in 
southeastern Michigan. This prestigious award 
includes $500 plus the opportunity to be a featured 
soloist with the Dearborn Symphony.

Donate today to support
the 2026 Competition!
Visit dearbornsymphony.org for more info
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Dinner &
a Concert

Dearborn Symphony ticket holders
enjoy a 20% diners’ discount

at one of our participating restaurants.

Make a reservation for the day of the concert,
mention “Dinner and a Concert,” and 

show your Symphony tickets upon arrival.

Antonio’s
Dearborn Heights
26356 Ford Rd
313.278.6000
Canton

2220 N Canton Center Rd
734.981.9800

Roman Village, Dearborn
9924 Dix Ave 
313.842.2100

Mint 29
22000 Michigan Avenue • 313.438.0507

TRIA at The Henry
300 Town Center Drive • 313.441.2000

Bon Appetit!
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Proudly partnering with the 
Dearborn Symphony and 
other organizations to provide, 
promote and support cultural, 

recreational and community 
programs that enhance the quality of life in 
Dearborn.

313.943.5478      DearbornCommunityFund.org
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313 . 561 .TK TS   |   PL AYE R SG U I LDOF DE AR BOR N .ORG

A COMEDY BY SANDY RUSTIN
SEPTEMBER 2025

BOOK BY MARK O’DONNELL 
& THOMAS MEEHAN

MUSIC BY MARC SHAIMAN
LYRICS BY SCOTT WITTMAN 

& MARC SHAIMAN
MAY 2026

BOOK AND LYRICS BY
BRIAN YORKEY

MUSIC BY TOM KITT
MARCH 2026

A COMEDY BY STEVE MARTIN
JANUARY 2026

BOOK BY JOE MASTEROFF
MUSIC BY JERRY BOCK

LYRICS BY SHELDON HARNICK
NOVEMBER 2025

TH
E N

U
TC

RA
C

K
ER

Ballet

The Nutcracker is presented by the renowned Ballet Americana, 
featuring international stars of American ballet, 

with live orchestral accompaniment 
provided by the Dearborn Symphony.

FORD COMMUNITY & PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Saturday, December 6
at 2:00 & 7:00 PM
Sunday, December 7

at 2:00 PM
For tickets, call or visit the box office at

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center at 
(313) 943-2354 or online anytime at dearborntheater.com
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CUCINA ITALIANA

Visit us at antoniosrestaurants.com

The Rugiero family 
is proud to support the arts!

Nothing goes better with a show than a 
great meal and glass of wine from 

Antonio's or Roman Village.

Please present your voucher and ticket to 
receive the 20% discount on show nights.

As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity 
as an SEC-registered investment adviser and brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory 
services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate 
arrangements. It is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements 
and disclosures that we provide to you about the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client 
relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2023. All 
rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. CJ-UBS-1574125398   Exp.: 07/31/2024

advisors.ubs.com/stmwmgroup

STM Wealth Management Group
UBS Financial Services Inc.
2301 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 800
Troy, MI 48084 
855-821-4312 fax

Paul A. Toby
Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management
248-637-0274
paul.toby@ubs.com

Paul J. Monacelli
Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management
248-637-0278
paul.monacelli@ubs.com

Your future. 
Our focus
Does your advisor help you  
pursue what matters most?
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For Decades of 
Symphonic 

Magnificence

Thank You!

Pepper Mediation Center 
Jeff & Cynthia Pepper
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Season Subscribers
Steven & Faye Adelson
Latif & Tordis Al-Kadhim
Rebekah Awood
Ken & Elaine Bachman
Wendy & Steve Baggett
Steve Bielawski
Nadia Boreiko
Sheila Brooks
Todd Bryan
Mrs. Mary M. Bugeia
Muriel Bunch
Mark & Nancy Bunge
Sandra & Paul Butler
Mary Calder & Philip Walling
Janet & Philip Caputo
Johnathan Carlson
Carolyn Carr
Jeff & Karin Colvin
Perpetua & Steve Crawford
Matthew Creely
James & Pamela Dickieson
Yasmin W. Eloian
Sara Errante
Roger & Janice Frank
Linda L. Freitag
Amanda Fuller
Erin & Steven Gensterblum
Walt & Pat Girbach
Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke
Janet & David Good
Steven & Cindy Griffith
Carmen Kossayda Gudan
Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah Hammoud
Bill & Gail Hansen

Carolyn & John Haury
Kent Head
Jim & Ginny Henninger
Clayton & Mary Lou Herrst
Lee & Janet Hollmann
Albert & Nancy Holmes
Jan & Mao Huang
Kimberly Ismail
Frank L. Jarecki
Jill Johnston
Emily Kazmierczak
Chris & Camilla Klosterman
Donald & Mary Kosch
Richard & Elaine Kowalske
Gerry Kramer
Gregory & Ruth Kratt
Shirley & Walter Krone
Ronald T. Laing
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Lemecha
Al & Louise Le Veque
James & Tilly Lochinger
Patricia & Donald Mack
Maurice Marshall
Chris Mathews
John Matthews, Jr.
Sheryl U. Matthews
Ava J. McDowell
Michael & Mary McGowan
Merrily McIntyre
Ronald & Lois McIntyre
J. Michael & Margaret Meade
Jodi Ann Micallef
Charles Miller
Bob & Diane Missler

(as of April 24, 2026)

To you, our subscribers and donors, our genuine appreciation and gratitude — you are 
the foundation and reason for making great music come alive in our community!
Please let us know if we have, by mistake, misspelled your name or omitted anyone.

(continued on pg. 21)
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MICHAEL A. GUIDO THEATER

WINTER CONCERT
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
FEB 22  4 PM

DEARBORN CULTURAL ARTS
MUSICAL SHOWCASE
FT. ALL OF THE MUSICAL ENSEMBLES OF THE 
DEARBORN CULTERAL ARTS DEPARTMENT
MAR 5  7 PM

MARCH IN MADNESS
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND
MAR 11  7 PM

“THE WICKED WIZ OF OZ”
SPRING CONCERT
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CHORUS,
DEABORN YOUTH VOICES, FT. BRASS TAXX
APR 19  5 PM

VANGUARD VOICES & BRASS
SPRING CONCERT
VANGUARD VOICES & BRASS
APR 23  7 PM

VERDI “REQUIEM”
DEARBORN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA &
VANGUARD GRAND CHORUS
MAY 8  7:30 PM

SEASON FINALE
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
MAY 10   4 PM

PATRIOTS, PITS, & PANDEMONIUM
DEARBORN COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND
MAY 20   7 PM

DYS 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
DEARBORN YOUTH SYMPHONY
MAY 21   7 PM

AN AMERICAN SALUTE - 250 YEARS 
MOTOR CITY BRASS BAND & 
DEARBORN COMBINED VOICES
MAY 31   3 PM

2026 CULTURAL ARTS SEASON

VISIT US AT DEARBORNTHEATER.COM FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION
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Special Thanks to
The City of Dearborn

Dearborn Public Schools
Henry Ford College

We couldn’t do it without you!

Joel Moe
John & Lynette Mueller
Jane & Andre Mykytenko
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Nycek
Alan Orlowski
Marie Palmer
Richard & Antoinette Pasiak
Cynthia & Jeff Pepper
Mary K. Polo
Mrs. Thomas Povich
Marcel Pultorak
Alice Putrus
Nicholas Quinlan
Lynn Rohler
Allen Salyer
Ronald & Helen Schauman
Mary Shay
Sue Ellen Small
Char Sobieski-Greco
Deanna & Ron Spies
James Stokes & Fred Hoffman
Alana A. Strager
Vonna Strait
Faith Strickland
Chaplain Deborah Taylor
Cindy &  Roy Thomas
Kristy Tiampo
Maryann & Lawrence Tyrchniewicz
Vickie Vaughan
Victoria Vlaeminck
Barbara & Don Wallace
Patrick J. Wallace
Richard Wallis
Joseph & Barb Wegher
Steve & Marcia Wegher

Lynn & Jeffrey Whitmarsh
Julie Wieleba-Milkie
Rose Wiggle
Anne Witkowski
Janet & Larry Witkowski
Jim & EmmaJean Woodyard
Carolyn Zanetti
Pamela Zonca

Donald Zurack & Audrey Frost

Become a Season Subscriber 
and Enjoy These Benefits:

• 	 Advance notice and invitations to receptions and 
special Symphony events

• 	 Easy ticket exchange for any subscription concert

• 	 1/2 off voucher to one Dearborn Symphony 
concert of choice

• 	 No ticket lines

• 	 Free parking

• 	 Get a tax donation acknowledgment for unused 
tickets if returned one week before the concert

• 	 Voting rights at Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Annual Meeting

• 	 Voting rights at Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Endowment Fund Annual Meeting

To you, our subscribers and donors, our genuine appreciation and gratitude — you are 
the foundation and reason for making great music come alive in our community!
Please let us know if we have, by mistake, misspelled your name or omitted anyone.

Season Subscribers (as of April 24, 2026)(continued from pg. 19)
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Encore Society
of the Dearborn Symphony

Where your generosity keeps the rhythm of live music coming back!

Maestro’s Circle ($10,000+)
Sandra & Paul Butler
City of Dearborn

Dearborn Orchestral Society 
Endowment Fund (DOSEF)

Friends of the Dearborn Symphony
North Empire

Donald & Mary Kosch 
Dearborn Sausage Company

Michigan Arts & Culture Council 
Frank & Mary Padzieski Trust

Margaret Tuckey Trust
Mary & Leonard Zudick Memorial Trust

Concertmaster’s Circle ($5,000+)
Stanley & Gloria Nycek

Artists’ Circle ($2,000+)
Nadia Boreiko

Yasmin W. Eloian 
In memory of Jeannette & Jacob Eloian

Exchange Club of Dearborn Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Foundation
Myron & Brenda Lemecha

Bob & Diane Missler 
National Endowment for the Arts

Orchestra Circle ($1,000+)
Betty & Doug Gruntman 

Mary Bugeia 
In memory of Joseph Bugeia 

Carolyn Carr 
Dearborn Rotary Foundation 

Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah Hammoud 

Donald & Patti Mack 
Jeff & Cindy Pepper

Richard Wallis 
Janet & Larry Witkowski

Howard Weaver
Dr. James R. & EmmaJean Woodyard Fund

Benefactor ($750+)
Wendy & Steve Baggett 

Dr. Shabana Khan 
James Stokes & Fred Hoffman 

Patron ($500+)
Steven & Faye Adelson 
Steven Bernard Jewelers

Bank of America
Carolyn Blackmore & Nicholas Bell

Dearborn Heights Rotary
Linda Freitag

Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke
Jan & Mao Huang

Amanda Kachur & Douglas Wathen
Ronald T. Laing

Al & Louise Le Veque
James Lochinger 

In memory of Tilly Lochinger
Maurice Marshall

Roy & Cindy Thomas

Sustainer ($250+)
Jim Bizer

Roger & Janice Frank 
Georgia Grovesteen & Mike Rinkel

Jan & Lee Hollmann
Nancy & Albert Holmes

(as of April 24, 2026)

(cont. on pg. 23)
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We are profoundly grateful for the generosity of the individuals and organizations 
that form our Symphony family. Your vital support fuels our passion and sustains us, 
as ticket sales cover less than 25% of the costs to bring these performances to life.

Thank you for standing with us and for your continued dedication to our musical community. 
We are honored to create these extraordinary experiences together.

If we have inadvertently omitted your name, please accept our apologies 
and notify us so we may recognize your kindness.

Encore Society
of the Dearborn Symphony

Contributor ($100+)
Ben & Anina Bachrach

Leslie Borsuk 
Janet & Phillip Caputo

Steven & Perpetua Crawford
Dennis & Sherry Diebolt
Carmen Kosayda Gudan

Donna Hughes

Shirley & Walter Krone
Ronald & Lois McIntyre

Richard & Antoinette Pasiak
Claudio & Mary Polo
Francene Sanak

Deanna & Ron Spies
Mary Stover

Lora Vatalaro 
Rose Wiggle
Alive Wu

Chelsea Wylie
Mary Ann Zerschling

Supporter (up to $100)
Tordis & Latif Al-kadhim 
John & Kathryn Babak

Richard Boelter 
Barth & Elizabeth Bucciarelli

Mark & Nancy Bunge
Kathy Davis 

Walt & Pat Girbach
Patricia Jochim

Emily Kazmierczak
Laura Larson 

Jodi Ann Micallef
Alan Orlowski
Peter Paolini 
Donna Povich

Claudio & Mary K. Polo
Ronald & Helen Schauman

Mary Shay 
Chaplain Deborah Taylor

William Tennant
Patrick J. Wallace
Gerald Williams
Carolyn Zanetti

Corporate Sponsors

(as of April 24, 2026)(cont. from pg. 22)

We Want to Hear From You!

You are invited to particpate in a short, 
online audience survey:
•	 Scan the QR Code;
•	 visit our website at       
dearbornsymphony.org;

•	 or, pick up a paper copy at                         
the Symphony’s table in the lobby.

Please submit your feedback 
no later than May 31, 2026

Dearborn Orchestral Society’s
Annual Meeting

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.
6 Parkland Blvd, Suite 550

Everyone is welcome to attend this special 
gathering as we celebrate the successes of the 
past season and continue looking forward to 
build a bright future together.

Voting privileges are limited to current members.
The Annual Meeting of the DOS Endowment Fund will 
take place immediately following.
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FORD COMMUNITY & PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Steven Jarvi
Music Director & Conductor

Christina Parson, soprano   •   Kristin Clark, mezzo-soprano   
Cameron Barrett Johnson, tenor   •   Brian Kontes, bass

Vanguard Grand Chorus, under the direction of G. Kevin Dewey

Friday, May 8, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

The Dearborn Symphony

Messa da Requiem (1874)
   I. Requiem et Kyrie (Quartet and Chorus)
  II. Dies Irae

•	 Dies irae (chorus)
•	 Tuba mirum (chorus and bass)
•	 Mors stupebit (bass)
•	 Liber scriptus (mezzo-soprano and chorus)
•	 Quid sum miser (soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor)
•	 Rex tremendae (quartet and chorus)
•	 Recordare (soprano and mezzo-soprano)
•	 Ingemisco (tenor)
•	 Confutatis (bass and chorus)
•	 Lacrymosa (quartet and chorus)

 III. Offertorio (quartet)
 IV. Sanctus (chorus)
  V. Agnus Dei (soprano, mezzo-soprano, and chorus)
 VI. Lux Aeterna (mezzo-soprano, tenor, and bass)
VII. Libera Me (soprano and chorus)

PROGRAM

Performed without intermission

Giuseppe Verdi
(1813-1901)

Estimated duration: 1 hour 50 minutes

Announcing Our 65th Season!

Dearborn Symphony invites you to a 
season built on discovery, spanning oceans, 
landscapes, galaxies, and generations of 
storytelling. From beloved masterworks like The 
Four Seasons and The Planets to unforgettable 
film scores and timeless symphonies, each 
concert expands the listener’s sense of wonder.

October 2, 2026
     Symphony at Sea
November 6, 2026
     Forces of Nature
February 5, 2027
     Four Seasons
March 19, 2027
     Interstellar Incredibles
May 7, 2027
     The Planets 
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Guest Artists
     German-American soprano, Christina Parson has been seen on stage as Governess (The Turn 
of the Screw), Mother (Hänsel und Gretel), Chrysothemis (Elektra), Donna Anna (Don Giovanni), 
Fiordiligi (Cosi fan tutte), Contessa (Le nozze di Figaro), Blanche (Dialogue of the Carmelites) and La 
Ciesca (Gianni Schicchi). Upcoming performances include heroines of Strauss and Wagner with 
OpéraFest Toronto as well as Helmwige with the American Wagner Festival. 
     As a Fellow at the Atlantic Music Festival and a Young Artist as the Lotte Lehmann Akademie, 
Christina has performed in scenes as Arabella (Arabella), Agathe (Der Freischütz), Magda (La 
Rondine), Frau Fluth (Lustigen Weiber), Eva (Meistersinger), Christine (Intermezzo), Eudoxie (La 
Juive), and Marschallin (Rosenkavalier). In addition to opera, Liederabende (song evenings) play 
a large role in Ms. Parson’s artistic activity, featuring repertoire of many romantic composers, as 
well as a plethora of songs by living American composers.

     Kristin Clark, mezzo-soprano, has been praised for her “technical prowess” and 
“approachability” (classical.net). She appears as Electre on the GRAMMY-nominated recording 
of Milhaud’s L’Orestie d’Eschyle, and her solo album, Fate & Fury: The Mythological World of Franz 
Schubert, is available on all major streaming platforms. A sought-after concert soloist, Kristin 
made her Carnegie Hall solo debut in 2015 performing Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde, and she 
has since returned for Duruflé’s Requiem (2024) and Mozart’s Coronation Mass (2026). She has 
appeared as a guest artist with organizations such as the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra, 
the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, the Toledo Symphony, the Bozeman Symphony, Manhattan 
Concert Productions, the University Musical Society, the Ypsilanti Symphony Orchestra, and 
the Adrian Symphony.  Other notable appearances include the world premiere of Susan Botti’s 
Tagore Madrigals at the American Academy in Rome and a Canadian tour of Copland’s In the 
Beginning. Kristin holds doctoral and master’s degrees from the University of Michigan and is 
Associate Professor and Chair of Performing Arts at Adrian College, where she received the 2024 
Ross Newsom Award for Outstanding Teaching.

     Cameron Barrett Johnson is an operatic American tenor originally from California. He 
received his bachelors degree from Cal State University, Fullerton as well as his masters and 
specialist degrees from the university of Michigan. Cameron has had the honor of studying 
voice under esteemed tenor George Shirley for the past 6 to 7 years. He has also had the 
pleasure of performing with the Detroit Opera Chorus and the Cincinnati opera Chorus for the 
past five seasons.

     Praised by Opera News for his “dark bass and strong dramatic energy,” Brian Kontes’ 2025-
26 season includes the Commendatore in Don Giovanni with The Florentine Opera, Benoit in 
La bohème and Elder McLean in Susannah with Sarasota Opera, and Verdi’s Requiem with the 
Dearborn Symphony.
     Kontes’ 2024-2025 season included a role debut of the Sacristan in Tosca with Pittsburgh 
Opera, as well as Bartolo in Le nozze di Figaro with Sarasota Opera and Beethoven’s 9th Symphony 
with Colorado’s Grand Junction Symphony Orchestra.
     During the 2023-2024 season, Kontes returned to Pittsburgh Opera, where he sang the role 
of Don Basilio in their production of Il barbiere di Siviglia. He also returned to The Metropolitan 
Opera to cover the Bonze in Madame Butterfly for the entire season. Career highlights for Kontes 
at The Metropolitan Opera have included HD productions of Die Meistersinger Von Nürnberg 
under the baton of Maestro James Levine, Der Rosenkavalier under the baton of Maestro 
Sebastian Wiegle, and The Nose led by Maestro Valery Gergiev.
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DOS Endowment Fund
The Dearborn Symphony Endowment Fund was established in 1992 to provide a perpetual base of 
support for the Symphony, ensuring its artistic and financial stability. The Fund is invested judiciously to 
preserve its principal. The income generated from investments funds one concert annually and the Youth 
Artist Solo Competition winner; supports young musician development; and participates in the Send 
a Child to the Symphony program. As the endowment grows, it will provide an increasingly substantial 
source of stable funding to sustain the symphony’s creativity and vitality. Through the generosity of 
numerous donors and prudent investments, this permanent endowment has amassed over $1,900,000.

Several tax-deferred donation strategies exist, including qualified charitable distributions from IRAs, 
charitable remainder trusts, and donating appreciated stock. These strategies offer tax benefits such as 
immediate deductions, capital gains tax avoidance, and potential tax-free growth. Consulting a financial 
advisor is recommended to determine the most suitable strategy based on individual circumstances.

For further information, please contact Treasurer Ben Bachrach at 313.805.1989 or consult with your 
financial advisor.

2025-26 Board of Trustees
		  Brenda Lemecha, President			   Anina Bachrach, Trustee
		  Sandra Butler, Vice-President & Secretary 	 Paul Butler, Trustee
		  Yasmin Eloian, Vice-President			  John Matthews, Jr., Trustee			 
		  Ben Bachrach, Treasurer			   Alice Putrus, Trustee

We extend our sincere gratitude to these esteemed philanthropists
 for their generous contribution to the Endowment Fund, 
which will secure the future of the Dearborn Symphony.

		
Musical Legacy Society

The DOSEF Board of Trustees honors Bruce Simpson, our founding member of Musical Legacy Society which recognizes 
those who have included the Dearborn Orchestral Society Endowment in their estate plans.

Donations 2023-2025
		  Anina & Ben Bachrach			   Joann Jarvi
		  Sandra & Paul Butler			   Dorothy Nouhan
		  Phil & Janet Caputo			   Gloria & Stanley Nycek
		  Perpetua & Steven Crawford		

The Fund will sponsor the October 2025 concert, fund the Youth Artist Solo Competition winner, 
provide youth music development, and support Send a Child to the Symphony.
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Dearborn Symphony
Steven Jarvi, Conductor

First Violin
Debra Terry, Concertmaster
     Leonard & Mary Zudick 
     Endowed Chair
Naomi Fan, Associate Concertmaster
     Carolyn Carr Chair
Sander Kostallari
Tina Zoller
Linda Trotter
Blaire De Wilde Kohler
Myra Drean
Kathy Zuchniewicz 
     Sharon Mackey Memorial Chair

Second Violin
Johana Chai, Principal
     Nadia Boreiko Chair
Sean O’Connell
Jason Bendler
Sarah Sonnenberg
Anida Margariti
     Janet & Larry Witkowski Chair
Mandy Kachur
     James & Tilly Lochinger Chair
Faith Demorest
Ingrid Farquharson

Viola	
Jessica Lipon, Principal
     Richard Wallis Chair
Corissa Knecht
     Donald & Patti Mack Chair
Wendy Kao
Nensi Bakiu
Sharon Nicolia
Carolyn Blackmore
Janet Houston

Cello	
Willis Koa, Principal
     Carolyn Carr Chair
Jennifer Koa
Peter Paolini
Mauricio Betanzo
     Bob & Diane Missler Chair 
Hanna Kim
Stefan Koch

Bass	
Andrew Monefeldt, Principal
     Stanley & Gloria Nycek Chair
Christopher Rose
     Maurice Marshall Chair
Gillian Markwick 
Jean Posekany
     Dearborn Sausage Co. Chair

Flute	
Dennis Carter II, Principal
     James Stokes & Fred Hoffman Chair
Amy Halstead
     Mary Bugeia Chair

Piccolo
Kassia Martin

Oboe	
Emily Brownlee, Principal
     Al & Louise Le Veque Chair
Chris Wheeler

Clarinet	
Sophia Bracken, Principal
     Yasmin W. Eloian Chair
Seth Larson
     Dearborn Sausage Co. Chair

Bassoon	
Jonathan Boyd, Principal
     Donald & Patti Mack Chair
Madeline Wilks
     Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke Chair 
Alex Carlucci
Christian Green

Horn	
Justin Zak, Acting Principal
     Friends of the Dearborn 
     Symphony Chair
David Demorest
Dinah Bianchi
     Kimberly Ismail Chair
Samuel Sidorowicz

Trumpet	
Mike McGowan, Principal
     Paul & Sandra Butler Chair
John Hartwick
     Donald & Mary Kosch Chair
James Bostek
Jason Borngesser 
Derek Lockhart*
Chris Napier*
Nick Voisich*
Mackenzie Jones*

Trombone
Nathan Musch, Principal
     Brenda & Myron Lemecha Chair
Larry Pydyn
Douglas Blackwell
     Jan & Mao Huang Chair

Tuba	
Neal Campbell, Principal
     Kiwanis Club of Dearborn Chair

Timpani	
Peter Nixon, Principal
     The Envelope Printery - 
     Dave Hamilton Chair

Percussion	
Pamela McGowan, Acting Principal
     Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah 
     Hammoud Chair

*offstage trumpets 

Music Director/Conductor
    Dr. Shabana Khan Chair

Scan the QR Code to learn more 
about Maestro Jarvi!
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Presidents of the Symphony
Grant Williams			   1961-1962

James Irwin			   1962-1964

Mott B. Heath			   1964-1966

John Anderson			  1966-1967

Robert Benji			   1967-1968

A. F. LaBarge			   1968-1969

Harper C. Maybee		  1969-1970

B. Ward Smith			   1970-1971

Wesley R. Pelling		  1971-1973

John S. Ecclestone		  1973-1974

John F. Ullrich			   1974-1976

A. Robert Sellen		  1976-1977

Cynthia Heinrich		  1977-1978

John Clippert			   1978-1979

Dwight Gammons		  1979-1981

Jack L. Richards			  1981-1983

Addison Dixon			   1983-1985

Dwight Vincent			  1985-1988

Eugene Hrynewich		  1988-1996

Bernice McCray			  1996-1998

Robert M. Kuhlman		  1998-1999

Sandra C. Butler		  1999-2023

John Matthews, Jr.		  2023-2025

Yasmin W. Eloian		  2025-

313.562.8484Conveniently located in The 222 Shops
22266 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI 48124

F Offering an intimate setting with personal attention
F Stylish originals created by Steven
F Timeless classics by leading jewelry designers

Shop

for distinction, quality & experience

F Fine diamonds, pearls and colored gemstones
F Quality line of engagement rings and wedding bands
F Custom design work, appraisals and repairs

StevenBernardJewelers.com

F From stylish originals to timeless classics

Congratulations to the Dearborn symphony on its 64TH season!

Celebrating 45+ years of serving Dearborn and the surrounding communities!
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Vanguard Grand Chorus

SOPRANO 1
Karen Bell
Bonnie Beyer
Elizabeth Bowman
Cheryl Desjarlais
Elizabeth Dicks
Katherine Drozd
Emily Duff
Linda Fox
Mary Hawthorne
Patty Jylkka
Christine Kavka
Luna Kish
Joan Raeburn
Aileen Unger
Anne Warren
Janice Werth
Julia Zack

SOPRANO 2
Pamela Willwerth Aue
Shari Ballard
Jennifer Burke
Christel Ciolino
Laura Cloutier
Judy Anne Dever
Catherine Dicks
Jane Grad
Alexandra Kaplan
Susan Mark Long 
Sarah R. Miller
Angel Murton
Chandra Montgomery Nicol
Rachel Pedersen
Tracey Head Turbett

ALTO 1
Kimberlee Allan
Maureen Abele
Cynthia Alliston
Kimberly Bemus
Laura Bogojevich
Brianne Boyd
Becky Bucata
Ame Church
Karen Cunnien
Suzanne Czurylo
Angie Essenmacher
Sharon Foster
Mari Frost
Carol Ghenic
Linda C. Gottron
Amy LaValley
Julie Lieberknecht
Ginny Lundquist
Em Lunsford
Deanna Lurie
Sophia Raptis
Marilyn Sicklesteel
Claudia Walters

ALTO 2
Heather Bauman
Karin Demuth
Tess Dowgiallo
Sara Errante
Jordan Falby
Darlene Herm
Kathy Johnson
Rachele Karteczka
Cynthia Keleman

ALTO 2 (continued)
Cheryl Lieblang
Pat McClerren
Mary Alice Raftary
Cathy Ratledge
Maggie Reese
Alison Ristovski
Gail Seidler
September Shaw
Jessica Shields
Denise K. Skafica
Ruby C. Smith-Page
Marcy Walsh
April Zick-Uriarte
 
TENOR 1
Philip Abele
Jim Bencik
Diana D. Brehob
Diane Droba
Paul Duling 
Steve Nazarek
Karl J. Wolf

TENOR 2
Michael Cavallero
Kevin Dewey
Paul Frost
Jim Heraty
Wayne Johnson
Will Rodgers
 

BASS 1
Dwight Angell
Todd Kappauf
Jake Lanning
Huibert Mees
Thomas Murphy
Tony Pak
Craig Sieferd
Ray Tejada
Sayzay Tellewoyan
Bob Vreeland
Marcus Wada
 
BASS 2
Tom Brandt
Paul Bronni
Bill Cunnien
Erick Long
David Lurie
Clifford McCardell
Roderick Reese
Pete Stanley
Jeremy St. Martin

Vanguard Grand Chorus comprises amateur and semi-professional choristers from the Dearborn area and beyond. 
At its heart is Dearborn’s own Vanguard Voices, a 75-voice chorus which has provided entertaining and enriching 
concert programs for over three decades. This is the second time VGC will have performed Verdi’s Requiem with 
Dearborn Symphony, the first having been the grand opening of the Michael A. Guido Theater in 2001!

G. Kevin Dewey, Director



30

Program Notes

Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901) was born in Le Roncole, 
Italy, the eldest child of Carlo Verdi and Luigia Uttini. In 
the nineteenth century, his operas became staples of the 
repertoire, and several conservatories and theaters were 
named in his honor. Verdi shared, “From the ages of 13 to 
18, I wrote a motley assortment of pieces,” while mentor 
Antonio Barezzi declared, “He shows a vivid imagination, 
a philosophical outlook, and sound judgment.”

In 1834, Verdi became rehearsal director for Rossini’s La 
Cenerentola at the Società Filarmonica. Following several 
revisions, his first opera, Oberto, was successfully staged 
in 1839. However, following the failure of his second 
opera and the deaths of his wife and two children, Verdi 
had no interest in composing until a chance meeting led 
him to a libretto that opened to the line: “Va, pensiero, 
sull’ali dorate.”  The result was Nabucco, a juggernaut 
that premiered in 1842.

The trio of operas—Rigoletto, Il trovatore, and La 
traviata—cemented his reputation as a master. 
Composed between 1851 and 1853, all three featured 
heroines who come to grief because of sexual 
transgression, perhaps a reflection of Verdi’s relationship 
with Giuseppina Strepponi. In La traviata, Verdi opened 
the door to a new style of opera, verismo, a realistic 
portrayal of everyday situations. Over the next 18 years, 
Verdi moved into politics, taking a seat on a provincial 
council. His final major works—the Requiem, Otello, and 
Falstaff—incorporated more drama and emotion. He 
died at the age of 87.

Messa da Requiem

Verdi’s relationship with the Catholic Church was 
antagonistic at best; friends considered him an 
agnostic, much to the chagrin of his second wife. 
However, Verdi ardently believed in Italy and two artists 
who represented its culture: Gioachino Rossini and 
Alessandro Manzoni.

Following the death of Rossini in 1868, Verdi organized 
thirteen composers to create a Messa per Rossini. The 
project collapsed due to lack of finances, leaving Verdi’s 
contribution, the “Libera me,” unperformed. When the 
great author Alessandro Manzoni died in 1873, a deeply 
moved Verdi decided to compose a full Messa da morto 
in his honor. He wrote to his publisher: “I would like to 
compose a Mass... of quite vast proportions.”

Structure

Verdi was not a composer known for subtlety. His mass 
of “vast proportions” was interpreted as “grand opera” 
proportions, taking the listener through a full range of 
emotions.

The Requiem begins with the Introit’s whispered 
entrance followed by the Kyrie’s plea for mercy. Fully 
one-third of the work consists of the Dies irae, which 
has become synonymous with judgment and fear. This 
movement moves through hope, despair, and judgment, 
ending on a plea for mercy. Critics described it as “full 
of things terrifying and at the same time moving and 
pathetic.”

The Offertorio provides an offering of prayers for the 
departed, combining liturgical chant with the rich 
emotion of opera, concluding with the heartbreaking 
Lacrymosa. The Sanctus begins with a joyous brass 
fanfare, followed by a fugue for divided chorus and 
an antiphonal Hosanna. The Agnus Dei is the most 
ethereal of Verdi’s works, introspective and simple in its 
orchestration to allow the voices to shine.

The work concludes with the Libera me, the movement 
originally sketched for Rossini. Opening with a dramatic 
soprano solo, Verdi builds in layers from previous 
movements amid Gregorian chant and Baroque fugue. 
The work concludes on a hushed C major chord that is, 
perhaps, the most powerful chord of all.

The Requiem premiered in Milan in May 1874, one 
year following Manzoni’s death. While audiences were 
enthusiastic, critic Hans von Bülow famously called it 
an “opera in ecclesiastical vestments.” Johannes Brahms 
disagreed, stating, “Only a genius could write such a 
work.”  The heart of the Messa da Requiem lies in the 
quiet moments born from Verdi’s deep grief. There lies 
the true genius of the Requiem.

Please read the full text of Ms. McDowell’s 
comprehensive Program Notes. Simply 
scan the QR code to visit our website.

Thank you, Ava, for writing about our 
programs for over 20 years! Your craft, 
dedication, and passion has been greatly 
appreciated.

by Ava McDowell
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Join the Encore Society—where your 
generosity keeps the music alive.
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All Encore Society donors are gratefully 
recognized in our concert programs as a 
testament to your belief in the arts.
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MY TOTAL GIFT

Chair Sponsorship
Donors giving at the Patron level ($500 or more) are invited to take part in 
musician chair sponsorship, a meaning ful way to connect your gift  with the 
artistry on stage. To learn more or to select your musician, please contact the 
Symphony offi  ce.
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A global architecture, engineering, and consulting 
firm that believes in designing spaces where people 
and businesses thrive. 

ghafari.com
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(313) 274-4499
Fax: (313) 562-4545

Visit us on the web at parkplacecaterers.com

23400 Park Avenue
Dearborn, MI 48124

Insuring Your World Since 1924
There’s no greater insurance value
than with an independent agent.

We design insurance plans to
meet your personal or business needs.

Homeowners  •  Auto  •  Life  •  Health  •  Business

Call 313.562.8373 or visit dearbornagency.com
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Explore the Fine and  
Performing Arts
at Henry Ford College
Explore programs in Art Foundations,   
Digital and Graphic Arts, Music, and Theatre!

hfcc.edu/programs#liberal-arts
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How do you get 2,000 4th graders to sing 
and clap-along, and spontaneously conduct? 
With  lively symphonic music and narration  
by  Maestro Steven Jarvi at the Symphony’s annual 
Childrens’ Concerts at the Ford Community & 
Performing Arts Center.

Free to the students, the concerts are funded 
by our amazing and generous patrons and 
service organizations — Kiwanis Club of 
Dearborn, AAUW-Dearborn, Friends of the 
Dearborn Symphony, the Virginia Boase 
Trust, and school PTA’s. Thanks also to the 
City of Dearborn for providing the venue 
and Dearborn Public Schools for busing the 
students.

Many have already contributed this year and 
we’re counting on the same generous support as 
in the past, but that doesn’t cover the cost of about 
$10/student. If you’d like to “Send a Child to the 
Symphony,” use this form to mail your donation.

Every $10 truly makes a difference!

Name 

Address 

City/Zip 

Phone (        ) 

Email  

Make check payable to Dearborn Symphony; 
mail to PO Box 2063, Dearborn, MI 48123

I want to send  children $  enclosed

KIWANIS CLUB OF DEARBORNKIWANIS CLUB OF DEARBORN

Proud to Support 
Dearborn Symphony Programs

• Scholarships
• Send a Child to the Symphony

• Musician Chair

To help change the lives of children, seniors, 
and handicapped, please join us at a meeting!

Check us out at dearbornkiwanis.org/

Leader PrintingLeader Printing
andand  

Mailing Services L.L.C.Mailing Services L.L.C.
25034 W. Warren Ave.  Dearborn Heights, MI 48127

Phone: (313) 565-0061  Fax: (313) 561-7321

www.myleaderteam.com
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Myth, Motion, and Majesty
October 3, 2025 | 7:30 p.m.
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Rick Steves’ Symphonic Europe
November 7, 2025 | 7:30 p.m.
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Shall We Dance?
February 6, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
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Mad About Marches
March 27, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
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Verdi’s Requiem
May 8, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
�����������
��
����������������������
��������������������������������

������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������
��������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������
�����������
��



37

Your classical music connection at 89.3 FM, 
streaming live at whfr.fm and 

on the free Android and iOS apps.

Playing classical daily midnight-10am

Congratulations! 

from the Dearborn Symphony

Music at Henry Ford College

Associate in Arts: Music

Two-year program: classes in music theory, ear  

training, music technology; private lessons on  

voice or an instrument; participation in one or  

more of HFC’s performing ensembles.

One-year program: hands-on experience in  

digital audio engineering, mixing, and mastering; 

Tools software.

Performing Ensembles

Chorus • Vocal Jazz • Symphony Band • Jazz 

Band: Open to HFC students and members of 

the community.

Contact Anthony Lai at  

ajlai@hfcc.edu  

hfcc.edu/music

     Did you know that each 
concert takes about $35,000 
to produce? That’s just direct 
concert costs. With careful 
attention to finances, we 
have kept administrative 
costs to under 20%.

     So that we may continue to offer you the 
finest in orchestral entertainment, we ask for 
your financial support. The Dearborn Symphony 
is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization (TIN 38-
6092467); donations are tax deductible.

     _____ Concertmaster Circle	 $5,000
     _____ Artists’ Circle		  $2,000
     _____ Orchestra Circle		  $1,000
     _____ Benefactor		  $   750
     _____ Patron (Chair Sponsor)	 $   500
     _____	 Sustainer		  $   250
     _____ Contributor		  $   100
     _____ Supporter (up to $100)	 $____
     _____ Send a Child to 
                    the Symphony		  $____

Make check payable to DEARBORN SYMPHONY 
and mail with this form to:
PO Box 2063, Dearborn, MI 48123

Name _______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ Zip ___________________

Phone (             ) ________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________
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At Your Service!
Enjoy dinner before the concert 

at TRIA Restaurant!

Enjoy a nightcap after the concert!

RAISE YOUR EXPECTATIONS®

®

Let’s raise expectations
 of what our community can be.
Join Comerica Bank in supporting our community. As a proud sponsor, together 

we can raise expectations of how great our community can be.

MEMBER FDIC. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER.
CB-138245-11   12/18
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Where Horsepower
Meets Harmony.

Where Horsepower
Meets Harmony.

Village Ford is honored to support the
 Dearborn Symphony – where every note moves you,

just like every turn in the 2025 Mustang GT

Village Ford is honored to support the
 Dearborn Symphony – where every note moves you,

just like every turn in the 2025 Mustang GT

Mention this advertisement at time of delivery, and we
will donate $100 to the Dearborn Symphony.

Mention this advertisement at time of delivery, and we
will donate $100 to the Dearborn Symphony.

www.VillageFord.comwww.VillageFord.com



41

Continues to Promote
a Musical Spirit in Dearborn /

Dearborn Heights
To Subscribe, Call 

888-361-6769
www.PressAndGuide.com 

Vanguard Voices
G. Kevin Dewey, Artistic Director

2022 - 2023

www.vanguardvoices.org

Sunday, December 4, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
 The Boar's Head Festival: 
 An Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, December 10, 6 p.m.  
Dearborn Holiday Choral Festival With
Dearborn Symphony

Sunday, April 23, 4 p.m.   
Les Chanson Des Roses, Vanguard Voices
& Brass Spring Concert
Visit our website for details

Saturday, December 13, 6:00 p.m.
�����25th Annual Dearborn 
             Holiday Choral Festival 

Thursday, April 23, 7:00 p.m.
�����Vanguard Voices & Brass 
             Spring Concert 
����������������������������������
�������
������

Plus, don’t miss the annual	Dearborn	
Cultural	Arts	Music	Showcase	on	
Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
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Chair Sponsors
A designated gift of at least $500 will sponsor a musician for the entire season.  Join the growing list!

Steven & Faye Adelson/Steven Bernard Jewelers	
Harp Chair

Wendy Baggett
	 Ray Riggs, Percussion

Nadia Boreiko
	 Principal Second Violin Chair

Blackmore-Bell Family Chair
	 Carolyn Blackmore, Viola 

Mary Bugeia
	 Donna Olkowski, Flute

Paul & Sandra Butler
	 Michael McGowan, Principal Trumpet

Carolyn Carr
	 Willis Koa, Principal Cello
	 Associate Concertmaster Chair

Yasmin Eloian
	 Principal Clarinet Chair

Friends of the Dearborn Symphony
	 Dominic Hayes, Principal Horn

Dr. Paul & Judy Goerke
	 Madeline Wilks, Bassoon

The Envelope Printery - Dave Hamilton
	 Peter Nixon, Timpani

Mayor & Mrs. Abdullah Hammoud
	 Steven Kegler, Principal Percussion

Jan & Mao Huang
	 Doug Blackwell, Trombone

Kimberly Ismail
	 Justin Zak, Horn

Dr. Shabana Khan
	 Steven Jarvi, Music Director/Conductor

Kiwanis Club of Dearborn
	 Neal Campbell, Tuba

Donald & Mary Kosch
Dearborn Sausage Company
	 Stephen McKenzie, Bass
	 Seth Larson, Clarinet
	 John Hartwick, Trumpet
	 Piano Chair

Ronald T. Laing - Sharon Mackey Memorial Chair
	 Kathy Zuchniewicz, Violin

Brenda & Myron Lemecha
	 Principal Trombone Chair

Al & Louise Le Veque
	 Emily Brownlee, Principal Oboe

James & Tilly Lochinger
	 Mandy Kachur, Violin

Donald & Patti Mack
	 Jonathan Boyd, Principal Bassoon
	 Sharon Nicolia, Viola

Maurice Marshall
	 Christopher Rose, Bass

Bob & Diane Missler
	 Mauricio Bentanzo, Cello

Stanley & Gloria Nycek
	 Andrew Monefeldt, Principal Bass

James Stokes & Fred Hoffman
	 Dennis Carter II, Principal Flute

Richard Wallis
	 Jessica Lipon, Principal Viola

Janet & Larry Witkowski
	 Anida Margariti, Violin

Leonard & Mary Zudick Endowed Chair
	 Debra Terry, Concertmaster

Become a chair sponsor!
Principal Chair - $750  •  Section Chair - $500
Call the Symphony office at 313.565.2424 to discuss 
sponsorship opportunities for the 2026-2027 Season

Stipend for the Audition Committee generously provided by Brenda & Myron Lemecha
Dinner for the Audition Committee graciously provided by Wendy Baggett & Linda Freitag
Dress Rehearsal Refreshments generously provided by Friends of the Dearborn Symphony
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All performances begin at 3:00 pm, and are held in the 
Michael A. Guido Theater at the 
Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Ave
Dearborn, MI
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It’s more than a concert...
It’s a SHOW!

Motor City Brass Band
Gordon Ward, Music Director & Conductor

www.mcbb.org

MCBB Hotline
248.788.6618
mcbb.org/tix

dearborntheater.com
313.943.2354
$8 ticket fee applies

Tickets

Sounds of the Season
Sunday, December 21, 2025
Welcome the holiday season with an afternoon of brass 
band music. MCBB is happy to have the award-winning 
Motor City Academy Brass Band join us for an energetic 
holiday program.

Soundsof the
Season

Horns & Howls
Sunday, October 26, 2025
This family-friendly concert will focus on music that evokes 
a wide range of places near and far. In addition to fun music, 
audience and band members alike come in costumes. Is 
there a better way to kick off your Halloween celebrations?

Ho

rns  &  Howls

An American Salute • 250 Years
Sunday, May 31, 2026
Join Motor City Brass Band and special guests Vanguard 
Voices for an afternoon of American and patriotic music to 
celebrate 250 years of independence. Enjoy music of many 
styles and eras as we take a journey through our nation’s 
musical heritage. 

An
 American

 Salute • 250 Years
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Best Wishes on Your
64th Season!

from your friends at

(313)584-4000
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We’re grateful to our advertisers and sponsors for their support! 
Please take a moment to visit them and mention that you saw their ad 

in our program. Their generosity makes everything possible. 

Our Sincere Thanks to Our Advertisers and “Special Friends”
AmaWaterways River Cruise (7)
Antonio’s (16)
Cherry Hill Pharmacy (17)
Cherry Hill Presbyterian Church (5)
Comerica Bank (38)
Custom Holidays (48)
Dearborn Agency (33)
Dearborn Area Chamber 
     of Commerce (46)
Dearborn Community Fund (14)
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank (10)
Dearborn Mayor 
     Abdullah Hammoud (6)
Dearborn Press & Guide (41)
Dearborn Rotary Foundation (43)
Dearborn Sausage Co. (back cover)
Dearborn Time Herald (45)
Dearborn Youth Symphony (12)
Eloian Memorial (39)
Fairlane Music Guild (14)
Ford Community & Performing 
    Arts Center (20)
Friends of the Dearborn Symphony (7,9)
Ghafari (32)
Hatteras Printing (8)
Henry Ford College (34)
Henry Ford College Music Dept. (37)
Howe-Peterson Funeral Home (12)
Kiwanis Club of Dearborn (35)

Leader Printing (35)
Les Standford Cadillac (46)
LOC Credit Union (13)
Manno Clothing & Tailoring (9)
Mint 29 (9)
Motor City Brass Band (44)
North Empire (inside front cover)
Park Place (33)
Pepper Mediation Center (18)
Players Guild of Dearborn (15)
ReMax / Ted Easterly (41)
Sam Baydoun / Curran & Oberski (8)
Simply Beautiful (45)
Steven Bernard Jewelers (28)
The Henry, Autograph Collection
     (inside back cover)
TRIA - The Henry (38)
UBS - Paul Toby (16)
Vanguard Voices (41)
Vic’s Casual Dining (9)
Village Ford (40)
Voran Funeral Home (14)
WHFR - 89.3 FM (37)
WRCJ - 90.9 FM (14)
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