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Crafoord Prize 2026 

1. Award Overview 

 Prize Name: Crafoord Prize 

 Year: 2026 

 Awarded to: Veerabhadran Ramanathan 

(Indian-origin climate scientist) 

 Awarded by: Royal Swedish Academy of 

Sciences 

 Country: Sweden 

2. Reason for Award 

 Awarded for contributions to climate science 

 Research on: 

o Greenhouse gases (GHGs) 

o Global warming 

o Climate change 

3. About Crafoord Prize 

 Established to honor achievements in fields not 

covered by Nobel Prize 
 Awarded in fields such as: 

o Geosciences 

o Astronomy 

o Biosciences 

o Mathematics 

4. Important Exam Point 

 Crafoord Prize is often called: 

“Nobel Prize of Geosciences” 

5. About Veerabhadran Ramanathan 

 Indian-origin climate scientist 

 Known for research on: 

o Climate change 

o Greenhouse effect 

o Atmospheric science 
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                 

                            

        

3.                        (About 

Crafoord Prize) 
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Franz Edelman Award 2026 – 

Anna Chakra 
1. 

 India’s “Anna Chakra” digital logistics system 

selected as a finalist for the Franz Edelman 

Award 2026. 

2. What is Anna Chakra? 
 A decision-support digital logistics system 

 Improves food-grain movement 

 Works under the Public Distribution System 

(PDS) 

Purpose: 
 Optimize food grain transportation 

 Reduce logistics cost 

 Improve efficiency and transparency 

 Ensure timely delivery of food grains 

3. Developed By 
 Department of Food and Public Distribution 

(DFPD) 
 In collaboration with: 

o World Food Programme (WFP) 

o IIT Delhi 

4. Launch Details 
 Launched nationally: December 2025 

 Major beneficiary base under: 

o National Food Security Act (NFSA), 

2013 

Franz Edelman Award 2026 –       

        (Anna Chakra) 

1.             (Main News) 

           “             ” 
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Franz Edelman Award 2026 
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2.                           ? 
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          . 
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6. Franz Edelman Award 
 A global award 

 Field: Operations Research and Analytics 

 Recognizes: 

o Advanced analytics 

o Data-driven decision-making 

o Real-world impact 
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Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025 – Dr. 

Chandrakant Lahariya 

1. Main News 

 Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, an Indian public 

health expert, won the Wiley Research Heroes 

Prize 2025. 

 Category: Impact Beyond Academia 

 He became the first Indian to receive this global 

Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025 –         

                    

1.             (Main News) 

                          

                            

Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025 

                . 

     : Impact Beyond Academia 

      உ                   
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recognition. 

2. About Wiley Research Heroes Prize 

 A global award 

 Given to researchers whose work has: 

o Influenced public policy 

o Benefited society 

o Created real-world impact beyond 

academic research 

3. Why Dr. Lahariya Received the Award 

His research focuses on: 

 Vaccination programmes 

 Maternal health 

 Child health 

 Primary healthcare systems 

Impact: 

 Strengthened public health policies 

 Improved healthcare delivery systems 

4. Professional Background 

 Former official at: 

o World Health Organization (WHO) 

5. About WHO (World Health Organization) 

 Specialized agency of the United Nations 

 Purpose: 

o Improve global health 

o Control diseases 

o Promote healthcare access 

 Headquarters: 

o Geneva, Switzerland 
 Established: 

o 1948 

                        . 

2. Wiley Research Heroes Prize      

                   (Global 

Award). 

                           

                       

                 

            : 
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(Public Policy)         
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o              
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3.                        

                              : 
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             (Child Health) 

                         
(Primary Healthcare Systems) 

                   : 

                        

            

                     

                      

4.                  (Professional 
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               : 
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                     (UN) 

           (Specialized Agency) 
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o உ              
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Lonar Meteor Crater Lake 

Ecosystem 
1. Lonar Lake is located in Buldhana district, 

Maharashtra. 

 It is formed due to a meteorite impact. 

 It is India’s only basaltic meteor impact crater 

lake. 

 Formed approximately 50,000 years ago. 

 The meteorite struck the Deccan basalt region. 

2. Special Scientific Importance 

Lonar Lake is unique because: 

 It is formed on basalt rock (volcanic rock) 

 It has saline (salty) and alkaline (high pH) 

water 
 It supports rare microorganisms 

3. Ramsar Wetland Status 

 Lonar Lake is a Ramsar Site (Wetland of 

International Importance). 

 Ramsar Convention: 

                               

                  

             (Lonar Lake) 

                  ,         

                      . 

              (Meteorite) 

                      

    . 

                           
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    . 
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           . 

                          

(Deccan Basalt)        

       . 

2.                    (Scientific 

Importance) 

                       , 

       : 

                       (Basalt 

rock) உ      

                  (Saline) 
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o International treaty for wetland 

conservation 
o Signed in 1971 

o Place: Ramsar, Iran 

Purpose: 

 Protect wetlands 

 Conserve biodiversity 
 Maintain ecological balance 
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            உ     
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                       

                  

                     : 
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     :         ,       (Ramsar, Iran) 

           : 
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(Biodiversity)            

                 (Ecological 
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AI Navigation Test on Mars 

1. Overview 

          (Mars)         

       (AI)            
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 NASA’s Perseverance rover successfully 

completed the first Mars drive planned using 

Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

 Marks a major milestone in autonomous space 

navigation. 

2. What is Perseverance Rover? 

 Launched by NASA 

 Part of the Mars 2020 Mission 

 Landed on Mars in February 2021 

 Main objectives: 

o Search for signs of ancient life 

o Collect rock and soil samples 

o Study Martian geology and climate 

3. What is Artificial Intelligence (AI)? 

Artificial Intelligence refers to: 

 Computer systems that can: 

o Learn 

o Analyse data 

o Make decisions 

o Solve problems 

 Without continuous human control 

Applications: 

 Space missions 

 Healthcare 

 Defence 

 Autonomous vehicles 

 

1. Overview 

         Perseverance Rover, 

               (Artificial 

Intelligence – AI)           

                           

                   

      . 

                     

            (Autonomous Space 

Navigation)          

             . 

2. Perseverance Rover             ? 

         (NASA)           

       (Rover). 

    Mars 2020 Mission           

           . 

                     

   :         2021 

                 : 

         உ            

(Ancient Life)                 

                          

(Rock and Soil Samples)            

                         

          (Geology and Climate) 

             

3.                (Artificial 

Intelligence – AI)             ? 

                    : 

                 

                        

    : 

o                 (Learn) 
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o                     
(Solve Problems) 

                         
(Without continuous human control) 

         . 

5.                  
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           (Applications of AI) 
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Artificial Intelligence Tool – AlphaGenome 

1. Overview 

 AlphaGenome is an artificial intelligence (AI) 

tool launched by Google DeepMind. 

 It predicts how genetic mutations affect gene 

regulation and human diseases. 

 It helps scientists understand the relationship 

between DNA changes and disease development. 

2. Main Function 

 AlphaGenome analyses long DNA sequences. 

 It studies the impact of genetic variations and 

mutations. 

 It focuses mainly on non-coding DNA regions. 

3. Importance of Non-coding DNA 

 Non-coding DNA makes up about 98% of the 

human genome. 

 It does not produce proteins directly. 

 However, it plays a crucial role in regulating 

gene activity. 

4. Analysis Capacity 

 AlphaGenome can analyse up to 1 million DNA 

base pairs at once. 

 This allows faster and more efficient genetic 

analysis. 

                   – 

AlphaGenome 

1. Overview 

 AlphaGenome       Google DeepMind 

                     

       (AI)         . 

                    (Genetic 

Mutations)                      

                     

                  

        . 

 DNA                         

உ                 

                      

             உ     . 

2.                (Main Function) 

        DNA          (Long 

DNA Sequences)           

       . 

                       

             (Genetic Variations & 

Mutations)                

       . 

         Non-coding DNA 

                    

         . 

3. Non-coding DNA             

                         

(Human Genome)       98% Non-coding 

DNA     . 
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5. Applications 

AlphaGenome helps scientists to: 

 Study gene expression 

 Understand RNA splicing 

 Analyse genetic mutations 

 Identify causes of genetic diseases 

 Improve research in genomics and medicine 

6. Importance 

 Supports medical research and disease 

diagnosis 
 Helps understand genetic disorders 

 Improves precision medicine 

 Enhances genetic and biomedical research 
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      ,                 (Gene 

Activity)                   
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Rajasthan Becomes Largest Wool Producer 

in India (2026) 

                           

(Wool)                       

          (2026) 

1.              (Main Highlight) 
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2026          , 
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1. Main Highlight 

 Rajasthan became the largest wool producer 

in India in February 2026. 

 Wool production: 16,013.50 thousand kg 

 Share in national production: 47.5% 

2. Top Wool Producing States in India 

Rank State 

1 Rajasthan 

2 Jammu and Kashmir 

3 Karnataka 
 

       (Wool)              

                 . 

                   : 

16,013.50            (Thousand kg) 

                     : 

47.5% 

2.                        

                        

     

(Rank) 
        (State) 

1           (Rajasthan) 

2 
                    (Jammu 
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3          (Karnataka) 

3.                  உ          

          –           

        உ          

                 – 47.5% 

                       

(Sheep)                . 
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