
I  have included a gl impse into the Fal l  & Thanksgiving Ult imate Guide,
with ‘Reminders’  highl ighted in  i tal ic  orange .  

By  fol lowing these helpful  host ing instruct ions,  you wi l l  be able to
create a warm & invit ing atmosphere,  for  you & your  guests to enjoy 

a del ightful  hol iday dinner  celebration.  
Remember,  the most  important  thing is  to  cherish the t ime spent  with

fr iends & loved ones during this  fest ive season.  

Happy Hosting Thanksgiving!

HERE IS WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE TIMELINE TO AVOID OVERWHELM!

PLANNING AHEAD

PREPPING IN ADVANCE

ENLISTING HELP

SERVING STATIONS

ONE WEEK TIMELINE

PRE-DINNER PREP

DURING DINNER

POST-DINNER

REMINDERS

PLAYLISTS

THANKSGIVING -  T IMELINE INTRO
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1 .  P lan Ahead:  
Create a detai led menu & shopping l i s t  in  advance.  Th is  wi l l  he lp you ensure
you have a l l  the ingredients  you need without  last-minute rushes to the grocery
store.  * 10-14 days  pre-celebrat ion ,  deep c lean & t idy  ref r igerator (s ) .  You wi l l
l i ke ly  be thawing a turkey or  two,  so prepare for  the overf low of  dr inks ,  food &
prepped dishes.

2.  Prepping in  Advance:
Many d ishes can be prepared ahead of  t ime,  such as  the cranberry  sauce,  p ie
crusts ,  & the vegetable chopping.  Th is  prep in  advance wi l l  reduce your  s t ress
on the b ig day.

3.  Enl ist  Help:
For  serving,  t idying,  trash,  restrooms & leftovers
Don' t  hes i tate to ask  fami ly  members  or  f r iends to contr ibute d ishes ,  making the
meal  preparat ion a col laborat ive & much more enjoyable exper ience.  Bes ides ,
most  guests  love to he lp or  contr ibute.  Th ink  about  he lp with  serv ing or  serv ing
stat ions ,  t rash ,  rest room maintenance,  loading / un loading the d ishwasher ,  &
make sure i t ’ s  ready to go.  Regarding the lef tovers  after  d inner ,  have someone
ass is t  in  c lear ing the table ,  someone put  food away & have p last ic  containers
ready or  they know where to f ind them. Be c lear  on lef tovers ,  i f  you want  to send
'meals '  home with  people ,  inst ruct  on how many to prepare.
Use tubs or  whipped topping containers  for  desserts ,  & have smal l  p last ic
containers  or  fo i l  cake pans with  l ids  or  fo i l  for  food.  Wr i te  on them with  a
marker  what  i t  i s  & who i t ' s  des ignated for .  

4.  Serving Stations:  
I  use a couple of  smal ler ,  rectangular ,  p last ic  fo ld ing tables .  One for  dr inks ,  &
disposable d ishware & one as  a dessert  s tat ion.  They get  a b lack l inen
tablec loth each & somet imes I  may layer  a fest ive tablec loth over  i t .  I  push
these up against  a door  or  sofa,  wherever  there i s  enough space that  i t  makes
sense.  I t  real ly  he lps  to have th is  a l ready set  up when guests  & ext ra desserts
start  ro l l ing in .  For  my paper  p lates  & bowls  I  have a decorat ive rod i ron t iered
pie server  & a cake stand that  I  convert  for  these th ings.  I t  he lps  make space due
to the e levat ion & adds a l i t t le  decorat ion too.  For  pre & post  d inner  I  do ut i l i ze
paper  & p last ic  for  larger  gather ings.
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THANKSGIVING -  ONE WEEK TIMELINE

S p e c i a l O c c a s i o n S u i t e . c o m

1  Week Before Thanksgiving:

-  Make p ie dough,  & f reeze indiv idual  d iscs .  *You can prep p ie dough weeks
ahead,  as  wel l  as  the pre-cooked apple p ie f i l l ing (see apple p ie rec ipe) .  
-  Order  the Turkey:  I f  you ' re  gett ing a f resh turkey ,  p lace your  order  to  ensure
avai labi l i ty .  I f  you have a f rozen turkey a l low i t  to  fu l l y  thaw in  the
refr igerator :
12-16  lbs .  =  3-4 days  / 16-20 lbs .  =  4-5 days  / 20-24 lbs .  =  5-6 days

Est imated serv ings per  person:
8 people =  10  lbs .  /  12 people 15  lbs .  /  15  people 20 lbs .
or
1/2 lb .  Serv ing Per  Person (No Leftovers )
20- lb.  whole turkey (6  lbs .  cooked turkey)

3 to 4  Days Before Thanksgiving:
-  Shop for  Non-Per ishables :  Buy non-per ishable i tems,  l i ke  canned goods ,  dry
ingredients ,  dr ied herbs & spices ,  to  avoid a last-minute shopping rush.  Put  any
f rozen p ie dough or  apple p ie f i l l ing in  the ref r igerator  to  thaw.  

2 to 3  Days Before Thanksgiving:
-  Prep Ingredients :  Start  chopping vegetables  such as  ce lery ,  car rots  & onion.
Prepare components  that  can be ref r igerated,  such as  cranberry  sauce & pie
f i l l ings .  * I  chop potatoes a day ahead & p lace them in  a large p last ic
container ,  covered with  water  to  prevent  them f rom browning.  Don ' t  forget  about
snack ing vegetables  & f ru i ts .  S l ice oranges for  your  hot  fest ive dr inks  & lemons for
water  or  tea.   

1  to  2  Days Before Thanksgiving:
-  Bake P ies :  Prepare & bake your  favor i te  p ies ,  l i ke  pumpkin ,  apple ,  chess  or
pecan p ie.  Refr igerate pumpkin  & apple p ies .  Set  out  the apple p ie a few hours
before serv ing i f  you want  i t  to  warm up or  you may want  to p lace i t  in  a warm
(not  hot)  oven for  20-30 minutes ,  set  your  t imer .  Make your  ro l l s  or  bread & after
complete ly  cool ing be sure to s tore in  a container .  I  add a smal l  towel  or  paper
towel  to  the container  to  absorb any moisture.  

Thanksgiving Morning:
-  Turkey Preparat ion:  Begin roast ing the turkey ear ly  in  the morn ing,  a l lowing
ample t ime for  i t  to  cook to perfect ion.

-  F ina l  S ide Dish Preparat ions :  Complete any remain ing s ide d ishes ,  such as
stuff ing,  sweet  potato cassero le ,  & green bean cassero le .
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Pre-Dinner Preparations:

1 .  Set  the Table & the Ambiance:  As  per  the tablescape you 've prepared,  ensure
the table i s  set  wi th  a l l  the necessary  l inens or  table runner ,  centerp iece,
candles ,  smal l  sa l t  & pepper  shakers ,  butter  d ish  or  smal l  ramekins  & set  out
the butter ,  d innerware,  g lasses ,  mugs for  hot  dr inks ,  grat i tude or  p lace cards
(d iscussed in  Module 3) ,  & napk ins  *see  Thanksgiv ing Napkin  Tutor ia l  pdf
prov ided .  Check for  any last-minute adjustments .  Turn  on the Fest ive Fal l  V ideo
prov ided,  use that  mus ic ,  or  turn  down the vo lume & turn  on one of  the mus ic
play l i s ts  a lso prov ided.  *Make sure the d ishwasher  i s  ready to go.

2.  Prepar ing Dr inks :  Chi l l  the beverages you p lan to serve ,  inc luding wine,
spark l ing water ,  tea,  or  any other  fest ive dr inks .  Set  up a des ignated dr ink
stat ion with  g lasses ,  mugs ,  saucers ,  teaspoons ,  creamer ,  lemon & any other
beverages ,  so guests  can help themselves  before d inner .  *Pre/post-dinner ,  i f
you are prov id ing p last ic  & sty rofoam cups for  dr inks ,  be sure to
inc lude p last ic  spoons ,  as  wel l  as  Sharpie markers ,  so people can wr i te  thei r
names on the cups.  I  do th is  & i t  he lps  cut  down on the waste.

3 .  Appet izers  & Snacks :  I f  you p lan to serve appet izers  or  snacks  before the
main course ,  have them ready on a separate table or  des ignated area.  Smal l
b i tes  of  f inger  foods ,  cheese p latters ,  crackers ,  f ru i ts ,  & veggie st icks ,  wi l l  keep
guests  sat is f ied whi le  wait ing for  d inner .  Prov ide napk ins ,  p lates  & forks ,
d isposable works  too.
*Reminder :  Cornucopia charcuter ie  board idea in  Module 3

4.  Guests  Br inging Food or  Dr ink :  I f  you 've inv i ted guests  to  br ing a d ish  or
beverage,  make sure to coordinate with  them beforehand to avoid dupl icates  &
also ensure var iety .  Have a des ignated area where they can p lace thei r  i tems
upon ar r iva l .

5 .  Warm the d inner  ro l l s .  Remember the t ip  in  module 3 ,  turn  on microwave
stove l ight  to  br ight  the n ight  before.  In  the morn ing p lace d inner  ro l l s  in  your
basket  wi th  a towel ,  p lace in  the microwave.  After  a few hours  they should be a
bi t  warm.  Th is  i s  a  good back-up incase your  oven i s  busy  & you forget  to warm
the ro l l s !  Now,  just  don ' t  forget  to serve them! I ' ve  done that  too: )  Maybe put
someone e lse in  charge of  sett ing out  last  minute i tems.

THANKSGIVING DAY -  PRE-DINNER PREP
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During Dinner:

1 .  Welcoming Guests :  Greet  each guest  as  they ar r ive or  p lan for  someone to
do th is  & offer  them a dr ink  or  ref reshment .  Let  guests  who brought  food or
dr inks  know where to p lace thei r  contr ibut ions  for  serv ing.

2.  Serv ing the Meal :  Once a l l  guests  have ar r ived & are seated (p lace cards
help with  the mus ical  chai rs ) ,  serve the d inner  course by course or  buffet-sty le ,
depending on your  preference.  I f  guests  br ing d ishes ,  incorporate them into
the meal  & be sure to thank them for  the i r  contr ibut ions .

3 .  D ietary  Rest r ict ions :  Be mindfu l  of  any d ietary  rest r ict ions  or  a l lerg ies  your
guests  might  have.  I f  you ' re  aware in  advance you can offer  a l ternat ive opt ions
for  those with  speci f ic  d ietary  needs ,  inc luding those brought  by  guests .

4.  Ref i l l ing Dr inks :  Keep an eye on guests '  dr ink  leve ls  & ref i l l  the i r  g lasses  as
needed.  Offer  beverage choices for  a l l  age groups.  Guests  who brought
beverages can a lso he lp ref i l l  dr ink  s tat ions .  I t ' s  a  good idea to des ignate
someone to he lp with  the dr ink  & dessert  s tat ions  or  serv ing.

5.  Cons ider  putt ing someone in  charge of  the rest rooms & col lect ing t rash.
They wi l l  need to do a per iodic check before & after  d inner  or  dessert  to  be
sure the t rash i sn ' t  overf lowing or  a quick  t idy/pick  up around the serv ing
areas may be needed.  A lso ,  make sure rest rooms are in  decent  order  &
suppl ied with  to i let r ies  & c lean hand towels .  Somet imes I  wi l l  p lace fest ive ,
d isposable paper  guest  towels  aka napk ins  that  are rectangular  by  the s ink .  My
granddaughter  i s  notor ious  for  throwing the hand towel  in  the s ink  after
washing,  work ing on th is !  Wel l ,  at  least  she washes her  hands!  I ' ve  hosted a lot ,
so I  th ink  about  a l l  the l i t t le  detai l s .  T rust  me,  I ' ve  had some surpr ises  when I
haven ' t  had help to keep up.  Thankfu l l y ,  I ' ve  learned to recru i t  & had some
amazing help.  Th is  has real ly  he lped me take my mind off  of  a l l  the th ings I
don ' t  have t ime for .

6 .  How is  the ambiance? Make sure mus ic  i s  going & at  the appropr iate noise
leve l .  Reminder ,  playl ists  & video are at  your  f ingert ips!  

Go to the Fal l  & Thanksgiv ing Ul t imate Guide,  see Table of  Contents .

THANKSGIVING DAY -  DURING DINNER
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Post-Dinner Activ i t ies:

1 .  Dessert  & Coffee:  After  the main course ,  serve dessert ,  coffee or  tea.  
Offer  a var iety  of  desserts  to  cater  to  d i f ferent  tastes ,  inc luding any desserts
brought  by  guests .  Cons ider  hav ing a dessert  & coffee bar  ready to go near
your  dr ink  s tat ion.  Don ' t  forget  the creamer ,  sugar  or  s tev ia ,  whipped cream,
ice cream,  p ie servers ,  serv ing spoons ,  ice cream scooper ,  cups or  mugs ,
serv ing p lates  & napk ins .

2.  Games & Enterta inment :  I f  you want  to cont inue the fest iv i t ies ,  cons ider
organiz ing some fun hol iday-themed games or  act iv i t ies  for  guests  to  enjoy
after  d inner .  T r i v ia  or  charades can be enterta in ing opt ions .  
*Reminder :  the card table suggest ion in  Module 3  on the ' Let ' s  Ta lk  Turkey
page,  for  a puzz le or  game

3.  Mus ic  & Dancing:  I f  the atmosphere cal l s  for  i t ,  turn  up the mus ic  &
encourage guests  to  h i t  the dance f loor .  I t ' s  a  great  way to create last ing
memor ies  & br ing everyone together  in  the fest ive moment .

4.  Grat i tude & Farewel l s :  Before guests  leave,  take a moment  to express  your
grat i tude for  the i r  presence & thank them for  being part  of  the specia l
evening.  Offer  smal l  party  favors  or  take-home t reats  as  a gesture of
appreciat ion.  *Don ' t  forget  the lef tovers ,  or  have your  handy helper  be in
charge of  ret r iev ing them.
*Reminder :  the Grat i tude Jar ,  Module 3  on the ‘ Let ’ s  D IY a Grat i tude Jar ’

THANKSGIVING DAY -  POST DINNER
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Reminders:

1 .  T iming:  Ensure the d inner  i s  served on t ime to avoid guests  wait ing too long
before the meal .  P lan & organize the meal  preparat ion to keep th ings running
smooth ly .

2.  Re lax & Enjoy :  As  the host ,  remember to re lax & enjoy  the evening with  your
guests .  They wi l l  appreciate your  warm hospi ta l i ty  & the effort  you put  into
creat ing a memorable hol iday d inner .  En l i s t ing your  he lp wi l l  real ly  take a load
off  too.

3.  Guest  Contr ibut ions :  Acknowledge & express  grat i tude for  the d ishes ,
beverages ,  f lowers  or  g i f ts  brought  by  guests .  Be sure to inc lude thei r
contr ibut ions  into the celebrat ion.

I n s t a g r a m  h a n d l e  -  @ m y S O S p l a n

y o u t u b e  h a n d l e  -  @ s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s u i t e  

s p o t i f y  c h a n n e l  -  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n  s u i t e

w e b s i t e  -  s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s u i t e . c o m  /  m y s o s p l a n . c o m

a l l  r e c i p e s  c o l l e c t i o n :  F a l l  &  T h a n k s g i v i n g  U l t i m a t e  G u i d e

s h o p  l i n k  -  s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s u i t e . c o m

THANKSGIVING DAY -  REMINDERS
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j o i n  t h e  e m a i l  w a i t l i s t :  e a r l y  b i r d  n o t i c e  t o  n e w  g u i d e s ,  d i s c o u n t s ,

f r e e b i e s ,  p r o d u c t s  &  m o r e .
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HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (PG 37) :
MODULE 3 -  THANKSGIVING MENU PLAN

Enjoy th is  menu p lan!  The course guide wi l l  have a l l  of  the rec ipes ,  as  wel l
as  a complete a l ternat ive menu,  hot  dr inks ,  apple & pumpkin  d ishes.

THANKSGIVING TIMELINE -  MENU
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THANKSGIVING TIMELINE -  MUSIC
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HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION:
VIDEO & PLAYLIST L INKS

@specialoccasionsuite We are here to celebrate Fal l  & al l  of  i ts
'Bountiful  B lessings, '  with a fest ive video to watch leading up to &
during your  Thanksgiving Dinner  celebration!  Family  fr iendly ,  ful l
of  happiness for  every age.  From the apple orchard to the
pumpkin patch,  we're on a virtual  tour.  Cute animals,  scenic fal l
dr ives,  cowboys,  footbal l ,  fal l  harvest ing,  & of  course the feast
we're al l  looking forward to at  Thanksgiving.

FESTIVE FALL YT VIDEO:

Cooking dinner ,  sett ing the
table? Start  the music!
Enjoy your  dinner  playl ist  of
classics for  a chi l l  v ibe.
Let 's  get  this  party  started!

FALL FUN MUSIC:FALL DINNER MUSIC:

Cooking dinner ,  having fun
with the family ,  headed to
a pumpkin patch,  or  family
activ i ty?  Start  the fest ive
music!
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M O D U L E S  &  p l a y l i s t s

FALL EDITION -  MODULES

HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (PG 5) :  MODULES & PLAYLISTS

f e s t i v e  f a l l  &  t h a n k s g i v i n g

y o u t u b e  v i d e o
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FALL EDITION -  COVER PG
ULTIMATE GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (COVER PG):

FESTIVE FALL -  BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS
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L INK TO Fall & thanksgiv ing ULTIMATE GUIDE
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FALL EDITION -  SNEAK PEEK
ULTIMATE GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (COURSE SNEAK PEEK PG):

FESTIVE FALL -  BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS

S p e c i a l O c c a s i o n S u i t e . c o m

L INK TO FALL & thanksgiv ing ULTIMATE GUIDE
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THANKSGIVING TIMELINE
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l ink to pie dough video
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HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (PG 3) :
HELLO FROM THE CREATOR

FALL EDITION -  HELLO PG
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L INK TO JOIN WAITL IST
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UPCOMING COURSE SNEAK PEEK

ULTIMATE HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (PG 42) :

INTRO ULTIMATE GUIDES COMING

WEDDING REHEARSAL DINNER PARTY MUSIC:

Th is  p lay l i s t  i s  des igned to set  the perfect  mood for  your  specia l  occas ion.
Featur ing an ec lect ic  mix  of  t imeless  c lass ics ,  sent imental  serenades ,  & a
del ightfu l  b lend of  newer  songs.  F i l led with  over  5  hours  of  mus ic  to your  ears
& joy  to your  heart .

VIEW IMAGE ON NEXT PAGE

PLAYLIST L INK -  WEDDING REHEARSAL DINNER MUSIC

*Christmas l inks to come
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UPCOMING -  GUIDES / PLANNING HELP

L INK TO JOIN WAITL IST

HELPING GUIDE -  FALL EDITION (PG 42) :
INTRO ULTIMATE GUIDES COMING

S p e c i a l O c c a s i o n S u i t e . c o m

Be sure to join  the Wait l ist  to  receive Early  Bird notice & discounts when
new freebies,  planning guides or  products are avai lable.
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INVITATION TO SHARE

F u l l  D i s c l a i m e r ,  P r i v a c y ,  T e r m s  &  C o n d i t i o n s

S p e c i a l O c c a s i o n S u i t e . c o m

L INK TO SHARE T IMEL INE

ALL HELPS & GUIDES ARE SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT.  
PLEASE DO NOT SHARE OR DISTRIBUTE THIS OR FUTURE CONTENT.  

THIS WAS A FREE RESOURCE JUST FOR YOU.  

SPEICAL OCCASION SUITE,  RESERVES THE R IGHT TO ALTER IMAGES &
CONTENT THAT APPEAR IN THIS T IMEL INE.

ALL THE BEST TO YOU.
MAY YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION BE MEANINGFUL,  MERRY,  & MEMORABLE.

FEEL FREE TO COPY & SHARE THIS L INK:

https://www.specialoccasionsuite.com/freegift

 IT  WILL L INK TO THIS PDF,  WHERE OTHER FRIENDS OR FAMILY MAY
ACCESS THIS FREE THANKSGIVING TIMELINE,  

MENU,  PREP & PLAYLISTS TOO!

Copy & share this  Thanksgiving Timel ine
Prep l ink for  family  & fr iends to access too.

BACK TO TOP
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S p e c i a l O c c a s i o n S u i t e . c o m

Making your life easier    more enjoyable ,
 one special occasion at  a t ime .

&

PLANNING AHEAD

TIMELINES

REMINDERS

PLAYLISTS

VIDEOS

MENUS

RECIPES

DECORATING

ACTIVITIES

EDITABLE CARDS

DIY PROJECTS

&

MORE

WELCOME TO YOUR ALL IN ONE
RESOURCE SUITE FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS
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h a p p y  t h a n k s g i v i n g !

THANKSGIVING TIMELINE

Pecan Pie

Apple Pie Chess Pie
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THANKSGIVING TIMELINE

Quick download t ips  & overv iew v ideo

Quick overview of flipbooks
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