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Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
The 42,000-contiguous acres of JB MDL are home to more than 80 mission partners and 40 mission  

commanders providing a wide range of combat capability. The base spans more than 20 miles, from east  
to west. It is situated in the two largest counties in New Jersey—Burlington and Ocean—and includes portions  
of eight municipalities: the borough of Wrightstown and the townships of New Hanover, North Hanover, 
Pemberton, and Springfield, in Burlington County, and the townships of Jackson, Manchester,  
and Plumsted in Ocean County. The 87th Air Base Wing provides installation management support for 3,933 
facilities. More than 44,000 airmen, soldiers, sailors, marines, coast guardsmen, civilians, and their family  
members live and work on and around JB MDL. 

The United States Air Force’s McGuire Air Force Base, the United States Army’s Fort Dix and the United States 
Navy’s Naval Air Engineering Station Lakehurst were merged on 1 October 2009. The base is situated in the two largest counties 
in New Jersey—Burlington and Ocean—and includes portions of eight municipalities. JB MDL is the Department of 
Defense’s only tri-service joint base. 

As America’s premier joint warfighting base, Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is uniquely capable of projecting air, 
land, and sea power in support of our nation’s defense. 

Though consolidated into a single joint base, the three 
facilities which were adjoining, but separate military 
installations remain commonly known by their pre-merger 
names. Although the installation management functions 
have been consolidated, the missions of each of the three 
installations will continue. 

The Air Force will still provide global mobility and  
expeditionary combat support, the Army will mobilize  
and train soldiers, and the Navy will continue to assure 
fixed and vertical wing aircraft operate safely and  
effectively worldwide.

Chief Master Sergeant
Michael D. Wynne
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
and 87th Air Base Wing

Chief Master Sergeant Michael Wynne 
serves as the 87th Air Base Wing Command 
Chief Master Sergeant, Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey. As senior enlisted 
leader of the Department of Defense’s only tri- service joint base, he is 
the principle advisor to the installation commander. The wing provides 
mission support, civil engineering, and medical services to more than 
88 mission partners and 52,000 active duty, reserve, guard, civilian, 
retiree and family members residing on the joint base with an infrastructure 
valued at $9 billion. He is entrusted with the combat readiness, organization, 
training, professional development and effective utilization of more than 
1,200 Airmen and Sailors. Additionally, he is the functional manager of 
21 First Sergeants who maintain a mission-ready force and support the 
military community’s quality-of-life needs.

Col Anthony L. Smith is the Commander, 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix- Lakehurst (JB MDL) 
and 87th Air Base Wing, JB MDL, New Jersey. 
Col Smith provides installation support 
to more than 80 mission partners at the Defense Department’s only 
tri-service joint base. He is also responsible for providing mission-ready 
expeditionary Airmen, Guardians, and Sailors to combatant commanders 
in support of joint and coalition operations.

Col Smith entered the Air Force after receiving his commission 
through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps at Fayetteville State 
University, North Carolina in May 1997. Col Smith has served in a variety 
of positions at the wing, center, major command, Air Force and defense 
agency levels including commanding at the squadron and group levels.

87TH Air Base Wing

Colonel 
Bryan
Dunker

Deputy Commander

Colonel 
Anthony L. 

Smith
Commander

Captain  
James B.
Howell

Deputy Commander

Colonel 
Anthony L. Smith
Commander
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
and 87th Air Base Win
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Published November 6, 2024
By Senior Airman Aidan Thompson
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. – The 
87th Civil Engineer Squadron recently organized and participated 
in Operation Honey Badger between Oct. 20-25, 2024, at Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. A total of 11 different Civil Engineer 
Air Force specialties came together to test and hone their skills 
while operating in an austere environment.

OHB reflected the shift in focus toward the pacific theater. 
Tasking Airmen to confront an enemy using a jungle environment, 
creation and maintenance of helicopter landing zones, manning 
defensive fighting positions as well as operating heaving equip-
ment to level the intended runway.

“OHB is a field training exercise testing our skills for future con-
flicts,” said Staff Sgt. Alec Bacon, 87th Civil Engineer Squadron, 
pavements and equipment supervisor.

In the era of Great Power Competition, JB MDL is focused on 
heightening mission readiness and interoperability -- ensuring 
deployers are equipped with the necessary skills to perform any 
mission set even if it falls outside of their primary duties.

Through joint partners OHB implemented several training sce-
narios. U.S. Navy Reserve Fixed Wing Logistics Squadron 64 
provided air transportation for personnel and equipment to Naval 
Support Activity Lakehurst. From there the unit rucked three and 
a half miles to a designated location where they establish a base 
of operations.

The mission scenario of the exercise was clear: rebuild the land-
ing zone. Members were tasked with ensuring the landing zone 
was stable enough to support a C-130 to make several touch-
and-go landings.

“The Dirt Boys and Explosive Ordinance Disposal negotiated 
with the host nation for the equipment we used,” Airman Melvin 
Owens, 787th Civil Engineer Squadron Execution Support. 
“Everyone available helped established the flight line, most of us 
aren’t Dirt Boys but we were working together to do the job.”

OHB was primarily comprised of personnel who have not par-
ticipated in a field training exercises before, giving them vital expe-
rience in a controlled environment.

“The New Jersey Army National Guard 1-150th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion provided an equipment resupply via helicop-
ter, performing sling load operations on the fabricated HLZ ,” said 
Tech. Sgt. Moises Gonzalez, 87th EOD, logistics chief. “Marine 
Aircraft Group 49 used their attack helicopters to simulate an 
attack on our members, thus testing the OHB team’s reaction to 
fire and alternate courses of action.”

OHB isolated the participants from higher-level decision mak-
ers, empowering flexible moment to moment decision making via 
team leads.

“Our intent is to continue conducting and improving field train-
ing exercises such as these on a semi-annual basis; by training 
how we fight, we can continue sharpening our skills and adjust to 
anything that comes our way,” Gonzalez said. “Members from all 
AFSCs and ranks stepped up during this exercise, and we could 
not be prouder of all they accomplished.”

MOBILIZED FOR THE FIGHT MOBILIZED FOR THE FIGHT 
OPERATION HONEY BADGER STRENGTHENS READINESSOPERATION HONEY BADGER STRENGTHENS READINESS
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 87th Civil Engineer Squadron board a U.S. Navy Reserve 
Fixed Wing Logistics Squadron 64, C-130H Hercules aircraft during Operation Honey Badger at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Oct. 20, 2024. OHB, prepares participants for austere 
troop deployment and collaboration between separate career fields. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Aidan Thompson)

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to 
the 87th Civil Engineer Squadron, 
secure their weapons before 
setting up their base camp during 
Operation Honey Badger at Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., 
Oct. 20, 2024. Gear accountability 
is an integral part in ensuring 
personnel practice as they would 
perform during a real deployment, 
lowering the likelihood of 
equipment mishaps. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Aidan 
Thompson)

J
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Army Reserve Couple Receives Resources at 
Yellow Ribbon Pre-Deployment Event

Published December 3, 2024
By Staff Sgt. Shawn Morris
99th Readiness Division

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. – When 
U.S. Army Reserve Soldiers are mobilized and deployed, their 
spouses and families are, in a sense, mobilized along with them.

During Army Reserve Yellow Ribbon events, the role spouses 
and families play in mobilizations is not only recognized but 
highlighted as a key component of Soldier readiness.

“When there is somebody important in your life, you’re going 
to miss them,” said Sgt. Sonu Kumari Shah, a finance man-
agement technician with the Army Reserve’s 374th Financial 
Management Support Unit, during a Yellow Ribbon pre-deploy-
ment event hosted by the 99th Readiness Division.

“I like not to think about it; I focus on the positive,” added 
Sonu’s husband, Hosnarayam Sah, who also attended the event.

“I’m excited to go on deployment, but I don’t want to be away 
from him.” Sonu added.

The Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program is a DoD-wide 
effort to promote the well-being of Army Reserve and National 
Guard members, their families, and communities by connecting 
them with resources throughout the deployment cycle. Through 
Yellow Ribbon events, Soldiers and loved ones connect with 
local resources before, during and after deployments.

“There is information you really need to know,” said 
Hosnarayam, who works as a software developer. “I was 
unaware of any of this information. (The Yellow Ribbon event) 
was an informative session.”

Sgt. Sonu Kumari Shah, a finance management technician with the Army Reserve’s 374th Financial 
Management Support Unit, and her husband Hosnarayam Sah attend a pre-deployment Yellow 
Ribbon event in Washington D.C. May 3-5 hosted by the 99th Readiness Division. During Army 
Reserve Yellow Ribbon events, the role spouses and families play in mobilizations is not only 
recognized but highlighted as a key component of Soldier readiness. (U.S. Army photo by Mr. 
Shawn Morris, 99th RD Public Affairs)

continued on page 24
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Luxury Living, Tailored for You.

B u r l i n g t o n P o i n t e A p t s . c o m

Find your perfect home at Burlington 
Pointe Apartments, where comfort meets 
modern living. Our newly renovated studio, 
one, and two-bedroom apartments are 
designed with high-end finishes & thoughtful 
layouts, providing the luxury you deserve.

As a thank-you for your service, we proudly o�er an exclusive 
military discount to active-duty personnel and veterans.

• Spacious Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

• Modern Kitchens with Sleek Finishes

• On-Site Maintenance (9am-5pm) & Emergency Service Available

• Pet-Friendly Community

• Convenient Location near JBMDL, Shopping & Dining

Watch & Bet with

the Best

Visit Us Online or In-Person 
at Pennsylvania’s #1 Casino

parxcasino.com

MUST BE 21. GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
VISIT OUR SALES & AWARD WINNING SERVICE DEPARTMENT

www.lucascars.com



MILITARY APPRECIATION MAGAZINEThank You For Your Service 9

Watch & Bet with

the Best

Visit Us Online or In-Person 
at Pennsylvania’s #1 Casino

parxcasino.com

MUST BE 21. GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER



Spring 2025MILITARY APPRECIATION MAGAZINE10

Barnegat • Berlin • Camden • East Brunswick •  Howell • Parlin  
www.cmeusa1.com

ENGINEERS • SURVEYORS • PLANNERS • LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS • ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS

Consulting & Municipal
            ENGINEERS

I N N O V A T I N G  S O L U T I O N S .
 B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S .

Providing Engineering Excellence to 
Local ,  County, and State Governments for 

Over 40 Years - Building a Better Tomorrow.

Published January 30, 2025
By Senior Airman Matt Porter
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. — A joint effort among the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard, the Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 772, 
and the U.S. Air Force’s 621st Contingency Response Group, resulted in a suc-
cessful heavy-lift operation at Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, Jan. 22, 2025. 
The mission, which involved transporting Stryker vehicle hulls weighing up to 
24,800 pounds, highlighted the importance of joint operations while leveraging 
military training capabilities.

The Stryker is a highly deployable-wheeled armored vehicle that combines 
firepower, battlefield mobility, survivability and versatility, with reduced logistics 
requirements.

The operation was initiated when 
the PAANG Training Center procured 
Stryker hulls through the Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office. 

JOINT FORCES COLLABORATE 
IN HEAVY-LIFT OPERATION

continued on page 12

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 621st Contingency Response Group arrive at Fort Indiantown Gap, P.A., Jan. 22, 
2025. The 621st CRG was requested on behalf of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard to help lift and relocate nine 
Stryker armored vehicles to the Fort Indiantown Gap training range. The lift was assisted by a team of U.S. Air Force 
Airmen assigned to the 621st CRG who secured and released each Stryker to the helicopter. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Matt Porter)

A CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter assigned to Marine 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 772 relocates a Stryker 
armored vehicle at Fort Indiantown Gap, P.A., Jan. 
22, 2025. The helicopter was requested on behalf 
of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard to lift and 
relocate nine Stryker armored vehicles to the Fort 
Indiantown Gap training range. The lift was assisted 
by a team of U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 
621st Contingency Response Group who secured and 
released each Stryker to the helicopter. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)
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The hulls were intended to enhance the training infrastructure for 
U.S. Army and U.S. Marine field artillery units, but their movement 
presented a logistical challenge. The Army’s organic CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters were unable to lift the heavy vehicles, prompting out-
reach to HMH 772, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.

“We were responsible for weighing the hulls, clearing the emplace-
ment area of unexploded ordnance and procuring the sling sets for 
the lift,” said U.S. Army Capt. Michael Shea, PAANG range manage-
ment authority. “This type of joint operation allows us to leverage 
each other’s strengths and improve overall mission effectiveness.”

The Stryker lift fulfilled dual objectives: training interoperability 
between services and improving the training range’s capabilities. 
The hulls will serve as targets for Army and Marine artillery units 
training at Fort Indiantown Gap, with future plans to incorporate 
unmanned aerial systems for spotting and observing targets within 
the impact area.

In preparation for the operation, a site survey was conducted by 
certified personnel to ensure the landing zone was clear of obstruc-
tions and that safety protocols were met. A total of 15 vehicles 
required transport, though weight restrictions limited the operation 
to eight vehicles under 25,000 pounds.

“This wasn’t just about moving equipment,” Shea said. “It was 
about ensuring the safety and efficiency of everyone involved while 
building a more robust training environment.”

The 621st CRG supported the mission, aligning the operation 
under the group’s umbrella. The collaboration also involved a Marine 
sling-load team from New River, North Carolina, though the local 
Army National Guard team primarily handled attaching the loads to 
the aircraft.

While not formally trained as a helicopter support team, 
the Army team’s familiarity with sling-load operations and 
its strong working relationship with HMH 772 ensured 
the mission’s success.

Joint Forces Heavy Lift Operation continued from page 10

continued on page 44

U.S. Marine Corps Marines assigned to Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 772, perform 
a maintenance check on a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter before takeoff at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Jan. 22, 2025. The helicopter was requested on behalf of the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard to lift and relocate nine Stryker armored vehicles to the 
Fort Indiantown Gap training range. The lift was assisted by a team of U.S. Air Force Airmen 
assigned to the 621st Contingency Response Group who secured and released each Stryker 
to the helicopter. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 
621st Contingency Response Group 
secure a Stryker heavy vehicle to a 
CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter 
assigned to Marine Heavy Helicopter 
Squadron 772 at Fort Indiantown 
Gap, P.A., Jan. 22, 2025. The 621st 
CRG was requested on behalf of 
the Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard to help lift and relocate nine 
Stryker armored vehicles to the Fort 
Indiantown Gap training range. The 
lift was assisted by a team of U.S. Air 
Force Airmen assigned to the 621st 
Contingency Response Group who 
secured and released each Stryker to 
the helicopter. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Senior Airman Matt Porter)
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$500 
MILITARY REBATE

ON THE FINANCE OR 
LEASE OF A SELECT  
NEW TOYOTA

Terms, conditions, and other restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

VIEW NEW  
SPECIALS

10% OFF ANY SINGLE SERVICE REPAIR
Maximum discount $250, cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid at Toyota World of Lakewood only. 

YOUR JERSEY SHORE TOYOTA DEALER
Serving the Jersey Shore community for over 27 years, we offer an unparalleled  

selection, expert service, and a commitment to helping you find the perfect vehicle.

732.364.9000 | LakewoodToyota.com | 1118 Ocean Ave / Rt 88, Lakewood, NJ 08701

PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR US MILITARY  
& VETERANS ON AND OFF THE ROAD.
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PICATINNY’S NAVY DETACHMENT 
PART OF HISTORIC FIRST-TIME TEST AT SEA

The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Chosin (CG 65) steams alongside the Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo ship USNS Washington Chambers (T-AKE 11) during an at-sea demonstration of 
the Transferrable Reload At-sea Method (TRAM) while underway in the Pacific Ocean Oct. 11, 2024. Sailors aboard Chosin used the hydraulically- powered TRAM device to load an empty missile canister 
into the ship’s MK 41 Vertical Launching System (VLS) while off the coast of San Diego. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Charlotte Dudenhoeffer) (Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Charlotte Dudenhoeffer)

Published December 3, 2024 by Eric Kowal
PICATINNY ARSENAL, N.J. - Personnel assigned to Naval Surface 

Warfare Center, Indian Head Division, Picatinny Detachment Naval 
Packaging, Handling, Storage and Transportation (PHS&T) Division 

at Picatinny Arsenal, recently supported a successful demonstra-
tion of the Transferrable Reload At-sea Method (TRAM) system 
while underway in the Pacific Ocean, the first of its kind for the U.S. 
Navy. The Oct. 11 demonstration off the coast of San Diego, Calif., 
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@njccamera1hourphoto.com

njccamera1hourphoto.com

Email Digital Images to 
Doug at:

Primephoto@yahoo.com

Phone: 609-799-0081

View. Soar. 
Discover.
As a Blue Star Museum, from 
Armed Forces Day to Labor Day, 
military personnel and up to 
four family members enjoy FREE 
admission to the Planetarium.

Learn more & get showtimes at 
statemuseum.nj.gov
205 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608

was the first time the Navy tested the system at sea.
Sailors aboard the Ticonderoga-class cruiser USS Chosin (CG 

65) used the hydraulically powered TRAM device to load an empty 
missile canister into the ship’s MK 41 Vertical Launching System 
(VLS).

For the at-sea demonstration, Chosin connected to USNS 
Washington Chambers (T-AKE 11), a Military Sealift Command dry 
cargo and ammunition ship, which transferred the missile canister 
across cables to the cruiser. The sailors then used TRAM to move 
the missile canister along rails attached to the cruiser’s VLS mod-
ules, tilt it into a vertical position, and lower it into a VLS cell.

Under the leadership of Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA) Office of Technology, or 05T, not only was the equip-
ment demonstrated, but also the ability of NAVSEA to leverage 
capabilities across the enterprise to complete complex missions 
in response to a rapid need. The TRAM system was developed by 
a team at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Port Hueneme Division 
(NSWC PHD) in California to allow the at-sea unloading and 
rearming of VLS missile canisters. The TRAM device was refur-
bished by Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 
(JHUAPL) and was analyzed and tested by NSWC Indian Head 
(NSWC IHD) Naval PHST (Located at Picatinny Arsenal in New 
Jersey). To ensure successful and safe demonstration, operational 
development for the system was supported by Navy Expeditionary 
Logistics Support Group (NAVELSG) and Navy Cargo Handling 
Battalion One (NCHB-1). A successful land-based demonstration 
was performed in July at NSWC PHD.

“We are transforming the way the Navy fights,” Secretary of the 
Navy Carlos Del Toro said during a press conference after observ-
ing the TRAM in a replenishment operation for the MK-41 VLS 
while both ships operated.

“Without the ability to rearm at sea, our service combatants must 
return to port, sometimes thousands of miles away, as we some-
times have to do in the Red Sea,” Del Toro said. “After we shoot 
the missiles, we have to go back to other ports in order to rearm. 
The ability to rearm at sea will be critical to any future conflict in the 
Pacific and elsewhere.”

“Currently, ships have to pull into specific ports to allow for 

pier-side removal of spent missile canisters and installation of 
new loaded canisters which can contain STANDARD Missiles, 
Tomahawk or Evolved Seasparrow Missiles,” said David Rogers, 
Systems Integration Department Head, with the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center, Indian Head Division, Picatinny Detachment.

“Special equipment is required at the pier to allow for the canis-
ters to be tilted in the vertical orientation and hoisted above the ship 
and installed in the ship’s VLS cells. Not every port has this special-
ized equipment. The TRAM system will allow this operation to be 
done at sea between a supply ship and a combatant, anywhere,” 
Rogers said.

The TRAM Device was on-site at picatinny arsenal for testing 
in the spring of 2024. During testing the Arsenal and DEVCOM 
assisted with infrastructure and service support.

Naval Surface Warfare Center, Indian Head Division’s (NSWC 
IHD) Picatinny Detachment is home to the command’s Systems 
Integration Department, established at Picatinny, New Jersey.

The department’s mission is to perform Research, Development 
and Acquisition of Guns and Ammunition for the Department of the 
Navy. This includes supporting system design and procurement; 
installation; in-service trouble shooting; and life cycle support for 
guns and ammunition.

The other main function of the Picatinny Detachment is Research, 
Development and Acquisition of Weapons and Armaments PHS&T 
systems. This includes design, qualification, acquisition support, 
and in–service engineering for weapons containers, ordnance han-
dling equipment, ordnance storage/stowage systems, and trans-
portation systems.

According to the Navy Secretary, the service is on track to begin 
fielding TRAM in two to three years.

Sailors from Navy Cargo Handling Battalion One (NCHB-1) onboard USS Chosin (CG-65) work with 
ship’s force to complete a demonstration of the Transferrable Rearming Mechanism VLS Reloading 

At-Sea with the USNS Washington Chambers (T-AKE 11) on Oct. 11, 2024, in the Pacific Ocean. 
(U.S. Navy Photo.)
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Published January 24, 2025 by Gary Ell
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Philadelphia Division (NSWCPD) 

and Rowan University, Glassboro, New Jersey, took a significant 
step forward in their collaborative relationship by signing a new, 
enhanced Education Partnership Agreement (EPA) on January 22, 
2025, which serves to sustain & strengthen their formal partnership.

The EPA with Rowan University allows NSWCPD to share its sci-
entific, engineering, and technology resources, and subject mat-
ter experts with Rowan’s faculty and students. This partnership 
enhances the university’s research capabilities and enriches the 
educational experience for students. In turn, NSWCPD is able to 
involve Rowan in U.S. Navy research projects that are underway at 
the Philadelphia Division. 

“Our functions at NSWCPD span the engineering spectrum from 
science and technology to research and development to acquisition 
and sustainment through the life of ship or ship system. Integral to 
long-term health are partnerships like this that develop our pub-
lic-private relationship, create pipeline opportunities to future 
employment and encourage interest in science and engineering,” 
NSWCPD Technical Director Nigel C. Thijs, SES, said. 

The EPA enables NSWCPD to loan unique and specialized hard-
ware to the university to collaboratively address Navy-specific chal-
lenges in research partnerships. NSWCPD’s subject matter experts 
will have the opportunity to develop and assist in teaching science 
and engineering courses at Rowan University. This dynamic agree-
ment can be modified to meet the evolving needs of either organi-
zation. Additionally, it protects intellectual property, including propri-
etary information, data, and inventions.

“Collaboration leads to innovation. The U.S Navy’s partnerships 
with universities are essential for cultivating the next generation of 
leaders, innovators, and problem solvers,” Deputy Chief Technology 
Officer Dr. Steve Mastro said, adding, “By forging this education 
agreement with Rowan University, we ensure a continuous pipe-
line of highly skilled individuals equipped with the knowledge and 
adaptability to meet the evolving challenges of national security. 

continued on page 19

NSWCPD Renew Education Partnership 
Agreement with Rowan University

Naval Surface Warfare Center, Philadelphia Division (NSWCPD) Technical Director Nigel C. Thijs, 
SES and Dr. Giuseppe R. Palmese, Dean, Henry M. Rowan College of Engineering at Rowan 

University renewed their formal Education Partnership Agreement (EPA) during a signing ceremony 
at the Glassboro, New Jersey campus on Jan. 22, 2025. (U.S. Navy Photo by Gary Ell/Released)



Spring 2025MILITARY APPRECIATION MAGAZINE18

Call Now: 609 318 0951
Visit Us: www.iitnj.edu

WOMEN &
MINORITY
VETERANS

INTRESTED IN
GRANT FUNDED 
CERTIFICATION IN

CONSTRUCTION?

250 High Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060  I  609.267.1728
WWW.SACRED-HEART-SCHOOL.ORG 

SummerSummerCampCamp

NOW ENROLLING
SACRED HEART SCHOOL

Preschool Age 3 - Grade 8

JULY 7-11
JULY 14-18
9am-12pm daily

ASK ABOUT OUR MILITARY FAMILY DISCOUNTS

Published January 13, 2025
By Michael ODay
Department of Defense Education Activity Americas

Peachtree City, Ga. – For years, schools under the Department 
of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) have quietly been setting a 
national standard in education, outperforming their peers in academic 
achievement. The secret behind this success? A longstanding com-
mitment to fostering resilience in students.

By helping students understand and manage emotions, build strong 
relationships, and make responsible decisions, DoDEA has created 
a foundation for student success that balances academic rigor with 
personal growth. This focus on the whole child has been a driving 
force behind the system’s consistent top rankings on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as the 
Nation’s Report Card.

DoDEA’s resilience-building initiatives are grounded in 21st-cen-
tury educational strategies that create a supportive academic, social, 
and emotional growth environment. Research shows that when stu-
dents feel supported, classrooms become more conducive to learning. 
Collaborative environments, where students work in teams or small 
groups, naturally develop skills like communication, conflict resolution, 
and teamwork—key aspects of building resilience.

“Resilience is the cornerstone of success across all aspects of 
Marine Corps life—both on and off the battlefield. The same is true 
at home, in the classroom, and within our military communities,” 
said Col. Mark Bortnem, Commanding Officer of MCAS Beaufort. 
 

continued on page 22

DoDEA’s Decades-Long Commitment 
to Building Resilience Drives
Top Academic Performance

Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) 
Director Dr. Beth Schiavino-Narvaez shares a meal with 

prekindergarten students during family-style dining at Elliot 
Elementary School on MCCS Laurel Bay, South Carolina. 

The interaction reflects DoDEA Americas’ commitment 
to building resilience in students by creating supportive 

learning environments where collaboration, empathy, 
and social connections help young learners thrive both 

academically and personally. Photo by Michael ODay
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These collaborations not only strengthen the Navy’s capabilities 
but also contribute to the broader advancement of science, tech-
nology, and global diplomacy.”

This is the seventh EPA between NSWCPD with colleges around 
the country. In addition to Rowan University, NSWCPD currently 
has partnership agreements with Villanova University, Drexel 
University, University of Texas Arlington, Penn State University, 
Temple University, and University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez. 

“Today’s signing is an exciting milestone for the Navy. We need 
all hands on deck to ensure the U.S. Navy remains the world’s 
most capable naval force. We are excited to help cultivate talented 
engineers among the students educated here at Rowan, to ensure 
we meet our defense laboratory mission of powering today’s Navy 
and innovating tomorrow’s,” Thijs said.

As the Nation’s third fastest-growing public research univer-
sity, Rowan University is home to a thriving multidisciplinary envi-
ronment for innovative research, discovery and scholarship. A 
Carnegie-classified institution, the university partners with indus-
try, government, and nonprofit organizations in New Jersey and 
beyond.

NSWCPD employs approximately 2,800 civilian engineers, 
scientists, technicians, and support personnel. The NSWCPD 
team does the research and development, test and evaluation, 
acquisition support, and in-service and logistics engineering for 
the non-nuclear machinery, ship machinery systems, and related 
equipment and material for Navy surface ships and submarines. 
NSWCPD is also the lead organization providing cybersecurity 
for all ship systems.

NSWCPD Education Partnership continued from page 17

J
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“Using the Four Domains of Marine Corps Total Fitness—phys-
ical, mental, spiritual, and social—we take a holistic approach to 
strengthening the well-being of our Marines, Sailors, civilians, and 
their families. DoDEA’s dedication to nurturing the whole child 
aligns seamlessly with this philosophy, ensuring military-con-
nected students are equipped to overcome challenges and thrive. 
Together, we are building a resilient, adaptable community that 
supports mission readiness and prepares the next generation of 
leaders—both in and out of uniform.”

In DoDEA classrooms, resilience is seamlessly woven into 

daily instruction. For example, math lessons may include group 
problem-solving and encourage persistence and collaboration. 
Literature discussions inspire empathy by analyzing characters’ 
challenges and responses. Science experiments often involve 
teamwork, teaching students how to navigate setbacks construc-
tively.

“Helping students develop resilience has been integral to our 
mission for decades,” said Dr. Judith Minor, Americas Director for 
Student Excellence. “It’s not an add-on or a trend—it’s how we 
approach education. Given the numerous transitions military-con-
nected students often need to make throughout their academic 
careers, resilience equips students with critical skills like self-reg-
ulation, perseverance, and collaboration, all of which translate 
directly to the classroom and beyond.”

“Our students are not just meeting expectations—they’re 
exceeding them,” said Minor. “By prioritizing resilience, we’re 
building leaders, innovators, and productive citizens for the future. 
Resilience ensures our students are not just academically capable 
but emotionally strong skills that set them apart not only in test 
scores but in life.”

DoDEA operates as a field activity of the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense. It is responsible for planning, directing, coordinating, 
and managing pre-kindergarten through 12th-grade educational 
programs for the Department of Defense. DoDEA operates 160 
accredited schools in 8 districts in 11 foreign countries, seven states, 
Guam, and Puerto Rico. DoDEA Americas operates 50 accredited 
schools across two districts, located on 16 military installations, 
including Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard 
bases in seven states, Puerto Rico, and Cuba. Committed to excel-
lence in education, DoDEA fosters well-rounded, lifelong learners, 
equipping them to succeed in a dynamic world.

DoDEA’s Commitment to Resilience continued from page 18

J

Ms. Cathleen Andrews, a third-grade teacher at Department of Defense Education Activity 
(DoDEA) Bolden Elementary/Middle School, leads her class in a collaborative learning activity. Her 
classroom emphasizes building resilience by fostering teamwork, self-awareness, and responsible 

decision-making. DoDEA operates as a field activity of the Office of the Secretary of Defense. 
It is responsible for planning, directing, coordinating, and managing pre-kindergarten through 

12th-grade educational programs for the Department of Defense. DoDEA operates 160 accredited 
schools in 8 districts in 11 foreign countries, seven states, Guam, and Puerto Rico. DoDEA 

Americas operates 50 accredited schools across two districts, located on 16 military installations, 
including Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard bases in seven states, Puerto 
Rico, and Cuba. Committed to excellence in education, DoDEA fosters well-rounded, lifelong 

learners, equipping them to succeed in a dynamic world.
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When reserve-component Soldiers prepared for and returned 
home from deployments prior to 2008, programs such as Yellow 
Ribbon did not exist. They often had to fend for themselves when it 
came to issues such as finding jobs, re-adjusting to civilian life, and 
dealing with post-traumatic stress.

“Deployment can affect you mentally, and that can cause you 
physical stress,” said Sonu, who has served in the Army Reserve 
for over three years.

Financial counselors and other subject-matter experts are typi-
cally available during Yellow Ribbon events to advise Soldiers and 
their spouses on topics ranging from mortgage management to 
retirement planning. Another benefit is the presence of private- 
and public-sector community partners who offer career opportu-
nities during the events.

Yellow Ribbon Pre-Deployment continued from page 7

“Deployment can affect you mentally, 
and that can cause you physical stress”

Sgt. Sonu Kumari Shah, a finance management technician with the Army Reserve’s 
374th Financial Management Support Unit, and her husband Hosnarayam Sah attend 
a pre-deployment Yellow Ribbon event in Washington D.C. May 3-5 hosted by the 99th 
Readiness Division. During Army Reserve Yellow Ribbon events, the role spouses and 
families play in mobilizations is not only recognized but highlighted as a key component of 
Soldier readiness. (U.S. Army photo by Mr. Shawn Morris, 99th RD Public Affairs)

J
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Published January 30, 2025
By Capt. Tyshawn Jenkins
177th Fighter Wing - NJ Air National Guard

CAMP PANTELI KATELARI, CYPRUS—Members of the New 
Jersey National Guard recently partnered with the Republic 
of Cyprus National Guard’s 50th Communication Information 
Squadron under the State Partnership Program to exchange best 
practices in cybersecurity and leadership development.

The collaboration, hosted by the Cyprus National Guard, 
included sessions on network security, operational procedures 
and leadership principles tailored to both organizations’ unique 
challenges. Participants addressed critical topics like network 
topology, policy enforcement and strategies to mitigate unautho-
rized device usage on government networks.

“We have a log that alerts us to improper device use, helping us 
maintain accountability and respond promptly,” said Lt. Panagiotis 
Dimitriou of the Republic of Cyprus National Guard’s Network 
Operations Center.  

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Brandyn Mowers, a cyber warfare 
operator with the New Jersey National Guard’s 140th Cyberspace 
Operations Squadron, detailed the structured delegation of duties 
for maintaining cybersecurity. 

“These additional duties, such as log management, are split 
among team members to maintain efficiency and accountability,” 
said Mowers. 

The training also focused on leadership frameworks such as the 
Air Force’s Observe, Orient, Decide and Act loop, 
empowering participants to make independent, 
informed decisions during critical situations.

“Teaching these concepts to young 
NCOs equips them to act decisively in real-
world scenarios,” said Tech. Sgt. Michele Lat, 
177th Fighter Wing Command Post command 
and control operator.

In addition to technical training, the exchange 
highlighted emotional intelligence and team 
dynamics as essential elements of effective 
leadership. Discussions emphasized fostering 
psychological safety and maintaining profes-
sional respect during team development stages.

“A good leader is effective because of their 
team,” said Republic of Cyprus National Guard 
1st Sgt. Nicolas Miltiadous.

Participants reviewed shared challenges 
such as cyberbullying and regional threats to 
enhance readiness and developed strategies, 
through scenario-based training. 
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Rev. Brian Patrick Woodrow, Pastor

Our Parish & School

Family supports our

Military with gratitude

and prayer. 

May God bless, guide, 

and protect all who serve.
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250 Old Squan Road
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continued on page 42

New Jersey National Guard & 
the Republic of Cyprus National Guard State 

Partnership Program exchange 
best practices in cybersecurity 

and leadership development

U.S. Air Force New Jersey National Guardsmen and members of the National Guard of the 
Republic of Cyprus participate in leadership training on November 22, 2024, at Camp Panteli 

Katelari, Cyprus. The Republic of Cyprus National Guard and the NJNG collaborated on NCO 
best practices. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Capt. Tyshawn Jenkins)

U.S. Air Force New Jersey National Guardsmen and National Guard of the Republic of Cyprus 
members pose for a group photo during training on November 21, 2024, at Camp Panteli Katelari, 

Cyprus. The Republic of Cyprus National Guard and the NJNG collaborated on NCO best 
practices. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Capt. Tyshawn Jenkins)
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305TH SAYS ‘CAN DO!’
U.S. Air Force Col. Kathleen Hasson, 305th Air Mobility Wing commander, and Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force Lt. Col. Namme Akihiro, 3rd Tactical Airlift Wing commander, pose for 
a photo at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 10, 2024. The JASDF visit involved 
a subject matter expert exchange designed to enhance interoperability with U.S. Air Force 
KC-46A aircraft units. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)

Japan Air Self-Defense Force Airmen assigned to the 3rd Tactical Airlift Wing arrive at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 9, 2024. The JASDF visit involved a subject 
matter expert exchange designed to enhance interoperability with U.S. Air Force KC-46A 
aircraft units. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)

TO JAPAN AIR SELF-DEFENSE FORCE INTEROPERABILITY TRAINING
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Published December 12, 2024
By Senior Airman Matt Porter
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

The Japan Air Self-Defense Force visited Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst from Dec. 9 - 11, 2024, for a subject matter expert 
exchange designed to enhance interoperability with U.S. Air Force 
KC-46A aircraft units.

The exchange, involving personnel from the JASDF’s 3rd Tactical 
Airlift Wing, Japan, and the U.S. Air Force’s 305th Air Mobility Wing, 
focused on ground academics, operational insights, and sharing 
best practices in tanker operations and global mobility.

“This visit reflects the strength of the deep and enduring alliance 
between the United States and Japan,” said U.S. Air Force Col 
Kathleen Hasson, 305th Air Mobility Wing commander. “By train-
ing together, we strengthen our collective ability to ensure a free 
and open Indo-Pacific.”

A primary objective of the exchange was to improve inter-
changeability between U.S. and Japanese air mobility units, ensur-
ing seamless coordination in combined missions. The KC-46A 
Pegasus, a state-of-the-art air refueling aircraft, played a central 
role in discussions and demonstrations aimed at refining refueling 
operations and enhancing combined mission readiness.

“The KC-46A represents a leap forward in air refueling technol-
ogy,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Paul LaSorda, 32nd Air Refueling 

Squadron commander. “Sharing operational insights allows us to 
maximize this platform’s potential for both nations’ forces.”

This exchange underscores the shared commitment of the 
United States and Japan to maintaining a free and open Indo-
Pacific. JASDF’s efforts to develop a rapid response framework 
align closely with U.S. initiatives to enhance regional resilience and 
operational flexibility.

The visit included 43 aircrew, operations support, and main-
tenance personnel from JB MDL and 14 JASDF personnel. By 
exchanging knowledge, the participants forged personal con-
nections and a greater understanding of each other’s operational 
frameworks, building a foundation for continued cooperation. 

“It was an incredible opportunity to bring some of the best 
KC-46A pilots, boom operators, and aircraft maintainers together 
to discuss mission successes and tactics between both nations,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt Cara Morris.

“We are honored to be hosted by the 305th AMW and look 
forward to expanding these exchanges in the future,” said a Lt. 
Col. Akihiro Namme, JASDF 3rd Tactical Airlift Wing commander. 
“By working together, we can address shared challenges and 
strengthen our collective capabilities.” 

As the need for increased Indo-Pacific security measures 
continue to mount, the ‘Can Do’ Wing stands poised to project 
power with the global reach and agile maneuver necessary to 
provide critical support to trusted allies in the region.

Left: Airmen assigned to the 32nd Air Refueling Squadron greet the arrival of a KC-46A 
aircraft assigned to the Japan Air Self-Defense Force 3rd Tactical Airlift Wing at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 9, 2024. The JASDF visit involved a subject matter expert 
exchange designed to enhance interoperability with U.S. Air Force KC-46A aircraft units. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)

Right: U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Paul Lasorda, 32nd Air Refueling Squadron commander, 
greets Japan Air Self-Defense Force Lt. Col. Namme Akihiro, 3rd Tactical Airlift Wing 

commander, at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 9, 2024. The JASDF visit 
involved a subject matter expert exchange designed to enhance interoperability with U.S. 

Air Force KC-46A aircraft units. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)
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Published December 11, 2024
Story by Susan Moriarty
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

A groundbreaking new facility, aimed at enhancing mental resil-
ience and overall readiness, opened its doors during a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 
11, 2024. The MindGym, located in the McGuire Fitness Center, 
is designed to help service members strengthen their mental fit-
ness and marks a significant milestone in the joint base’s efforts to 
address the holistic wellness of its personnel.

Available to all gym patrons, the state-of-the-art MindGym is a 
7-foot-tall, isolated meditation cube filled with mirrors and lights 
creating an immersive experience. Individuals sit within the cube 
and use a headset to listen to their choice of 10-20 minute pro-
grams tailored to the unique challenges faced by military members. 
The programs, designed by certified mental health professionals, 
feature options such as mindfulness training, stress management 
and cognitive exercises to enhance problem solving skills. 

“The opening of the MindGym represents a proactive step in 
equipping our people with the tools they need to thrive both on 
and off duty,” said Col. Anthony Smith, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst and 87th Air Base Wing commander. “Our mission 
requires not only physical readiness but also mental sharpness 
and resilience. This facility is a testament of our commitment to 
supporting the whole person.”

continued on page 34

MINDGYM BOLSTERS 
MENTAL FITNESS

Brandon Murphy, Lumena chief revenue officer, instructs U.S. Air Force Airman Trentist Johnson, 
87th Force Support Squadron food service journeyman, inside the MindGym at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 11, 2024.  (U.S. Air Force photo by Susan Moriarty)
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Dr. Janell MacAuley, a renowned expert in mindful leadership 
and a retired U.S. Air Force lieutenant colonel, served as the key-
note speaker at the ribbon-cutting event. MacAuley praised the 
initiative and underscored the importance of mental fitness in the 
military.

“We often talk about the importance of physical fitness in the 
armed forces, but mental fitness is equally critical,” MacAuley said. 
“The MindGym offers a space where individuals can learn to man-
age stress, improve focus and build the resilience needed to face 
the unique pressures of military life. This is about creating a cul-
ture of wellness that recognizes the power of the mind in achieving 
peak performance.”

The creation of the MindGym aligns with the Department of 
Defense’s broader focus on comprehensive wellness, which 
emphasizes the integration of physical, mental and emotional 
health. According to Smith, the MindGym is part of a larger effort 
to destigmatize seeking help for mental health challenges within 
the military.

“We want our service members to feel empowered to take 
charge of their mental fitness just as they do their physical fitness,” 
Smith said. “The MindGym is a visible reminder that asking for help 
or seeking tools to improve your mental resilience is not a sign of 
weakness, but of strength.”

MacAuley echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the need for 
leaders at all levels to champion mental fitness.

“When leaders model mindfulness and prioritize mental health, 
it sends a powerful message to their teams,” MacAuley said. “This 
facility is not just a resource; it’s a catalyst for cultural change within 
the military.”

The MindGym operates during the same hours as the McGuire 
Fitness Center, and sessions can be scheduled using QR codes 
inside the fitness center.

MindGym continued from page 33

Joint base leaders join U.S. Air Force Airman Trentist Johnson, 87th Force Support Squadron 
food service journeyman, Dr. Janell MacAulay, mindful leadership speaker, and Nicole Moss, 
Intervention, Prevention and Resilience Office chief, in a MindGym ribbon cutting ceremony at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec. 11, 2024. The MindGym, located in the McGuire 
Fitness Center, is designed to help service members strengthen their mental fitness and marks 
a significant milestone in the joint base’s efforts to address the holistic wellness of its personnel. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Susan Moriarty)
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Army Reserve leader honors fallen at Princeton Battlefield
Published January 5, 2025
Story by Sgt. 1st Class Deziree Lau
99th Readiness Division
PRINCETON, N.J. – “Our hats are off to all those men who gave 

their lives in sacrifice to our nation,” said Maj. Gen. Kris A. Belanger, 
commanding general of the U.S. Army Reserve’s 99th Readiness 
Division, during the 248th anniversary reenactment of the Battle of 
Princeton held Jan. 5 here at Princeton Battlefield State Park.

The reenactment commenced with the sounds of canon fire, 
accompanied by a narrative spoken in real time by a representative 
of the Princeton Battlefield Society. 

“It’s so cold out here, but I have nothing to complain about,” 
said Belanger, who serves at Division headquarters on Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in central New Jersey. “Think about those 

who were actually here on that day so many years ago.”
Reenactors committed to their roles with travel modes of feet and 

horse, uniforms of that era, and life-like weaponry as they stormed 
the battlefield displaying the engagement of American and British 
troops, resulting in the victory of Washington and his men in what is 
known today as the Battle of Princeton.

Following the reenactment was a wreath-laying ceremony to 
further honor the fallen. Attending the event were representatives 
from military and government entities such as the U.S. Marine 
Corps, the Mercer County Military Action Council, Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, the Armed Forces Heritage Museum, the 
National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey, and the New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland National Guard.

“Thank you to everyone who continues to support our military,” 
Belanger said. “We couldn’t do what we do without your support.”

Maj. Gen. Kris A. Belanger, commanding general of the U.S. Army Reserve’s 99th Readiness Division, took part in the 248th anniversary reenactment of the Battle of Princeton Jan. 5 at Princeton 
Battlefield State Park in Princeton, New Jersey. (U.S. Army photo by Mr. Shawn H. Morris, 99th RD Public Affairs)
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CMSAF continued from page 38

C
on

tra
ct

 #
 6

17
9 

cc
es

s 
S

el
f S

to
ra

ge
20

24
 M

ili
ta

ry
 A

pp
re

ci
at

io
n 

R
es

ou
rc

e 
M

ag
az

in
e

Published November 13, 2024
By Staff Sgt. Shawn Morris
99th Readiness Division

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. – Maj. Gen. Kris 
A. Belanger, commanding general of the U.S. Army Reserve’s 99th 
Readiness Division, has confirmed the appointment by Lieutenant 
General Robert D. Harter, Chief of Army Reserve and Commanding 
General, U.S. Army Reserve Command, of Douglas M. Reed as a 
United States Army Reserve Ambassador At Large for the 99th 
RD’s 13-state region stretching from Maine to Virginia.  

Reed most recently served as an Acquisition Team Leader for 
Pathfinder LLC. His prior experience includes Procurement Analyst 
for Veterans Management Services Inc., Lead Contract Specialist 
for the Department of Justice’s Federal Bureau of Prisons, and 
Contract Specialist for Federal Prison Industries at the former Fort 
Dix (now Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst) in New Jersey.

Reed is also the former Director of Partnerships for Black Men 
Heal, Disabled American Veterans, Leaders In Training of Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. He studied Business Administration at Strayer 
University and Accounting at the University of Cincinnati. Reed is 
an advocate for veterans, prison reform and social justice.

continued on page 45

New Army Reserve Ambassador
appointed to 13-state region

Douglas M. Reed has been confirmed as a United States Army Reserve Ambassador At Large for 
the 99th Readiness Division’s 13-state region stretching from Maine to Virginia. The Army Reserve 
Ambassador Program was established in 1998 to promote awareness of the Army Reserve, its 
goals and objectives, and to serve as a vital bridge in our states/communities to further educate 
and garner support for the Army Reserve. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Deziree Lau, 
99th RD Public Affairs)
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By Charles W. Cosenza 87 ABW/XP

The ability to rapidly respond to a time sensitive natural or man-
made disasters may mean the difference between mission suc-
cess or mission failure. When rapid response is critical, there is little 
time to properly react to the current situation and bring a staff “up 
to speed.” The Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL) Crisis 
Action Team (CAT) serves as the strategic command and control 
(C2) node for the entire joint base. The CAT provides strategic sup-
port to the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) who functions as 
a central operations hub and ensures first responders and other 
base agencies have the resources they need to complete their 
tasks at the tactical level. The CAT also de-conflicts and prioritizes 
resources and assists the EOC with situational awareness, man-
agement, and notifications. Both the EOC and CAT are aligned as 
part of the Disaster Response Force (DRF) to protect and preserve 
installation personnel, resources, and property.

Maintaining and running the JB MDL CAT is the responsibility of 
the 87th Air Base Wing Plans & Programs Directorate (87 ABW/
XP) whose analysts serve as CAT executives for all duties asso-
ciated with CAT operations upon activation. The primary mission 
of the CAT is continuity of operations for the joint base focusing 
on mission execution across the entire installation rather than sin-
gle focused management of an incident. The decision to activate 
the CAT in support of contingency operations is the sole respon-
sibility of the JB commander. The 2009 BRAC restructuring of JB 
MDL required the 87 ABW commander to be dual hatted by serv-
ing as both wing commander for normal day-to-day activities as 
well as the JB commander in time of crisis. Given this unique line 
of authority, the 87th ABW commander controls the “life support” 

of the installation (food, fuel, housing, transportation, security, infra-
structure, etc.) and as JB commander has tasking authority over 
tenant commands and service components to ensure crisis res-
olution.

The decision by the JB commander to activate the CAT may 
be triggered by one of several factors. A directive from higher 
headquarters at Air Mobility Command (AMC), responding to 
active shooters, real-world contingencies such as major accident 
response or aircraft mishaps, adverse weather, terrorist activ-
ity, hurricane evacuation, full-scale exercise support, real-world 
force protection condition (FPCON) change, requests from sister 
wings or mission partners, or simply at the sole discretion of the 
JB commander. Undoubtedly, the longest CAT activations were the 
JB MDL response to the 9-11 terrorist attacks in 2001 and more 
recently in response to the COVID pandemic in early 2020. Once 
an activation decision is made the CAT can assemble within two 
hours in three different types of activation support postures.

The first and most common type of CAT activation is the Primary 
CAT which is comprised of Air Force centric leaders and key leader-
ship from both the 8th 7 ABW and 305th Air Mobility Wing (305th 
AMW) to respond and preserve life, property, and continuity of the 
primary mission. The second type of CAT activation is the Mobility 
CAT designed for mobilizing and deploying personnel. The Mobility 
CAT includes all Primary CAT members but is expanded by adding 
skill sets and capabilities from additional key leaders and agencies 
from remaining Air Force assets and select partners throughout the 
installation. Lastly, the Joint Base CAT is the largest type of CAT 
activation and includes all Primary and Mobility CAT members but 

CRISIS ACTION TEAM (CAT)
OPERATIONS & CAPABILITY

 • JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-L AKEHURST • 
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further expands capability and intent by including representatives 
from the remaining military components located throughout JB 
MDL in addition to adding representatives from the 88 JB MDL 
mission partners. This Joint Base CAT supports events that directly 
affects all our mission partners requiring their input to make timely 
decisions. In response to the 9-11 terrorist attacks for example, the 
Joint Base CAT was activated for two months following the attack. 
In support of COVID, Joint Base CAT activation lasted just over six 
months from March 13 to September 17, 2020.

Since these two large-scale activations, the JB MDL CAT has 
gone through many procedural and operational changes. The JB 
MDL Command, Control and Communication Support Plan (C3P 
SPLAN) was written and outlines agency command directives 
in the form of “Will” actions for contingency/ emergency support 
operations on JB MDL. The C3P provides procedures for placing JB 
MDL in a readiness posture that facilitates a concentrated, timely 
application of resources to mitigate emerging situations while pre-

serving continuity of the primary 
mission. It further defines the 
duties and responsibilities of the 
CAT, the Executive Support Staff 
(ESS), and defines tasks associ-
ated with activating the CAT and 
supporting unit control centers.

The largest and most signifi-
cant upgrade and improvement 

to CAT operations came on April 7, 2022 when AMC directed all 
subordinate installations and commanders to utilize the Command-
and-Control Incident Management Emergency Response 
Application (C2IMERA) beginning in January 2023. C2MIERA is 
an automated U.S. Air Force C2 system with the ability to provide 
an integrated common operating picture (COP) for a large vari-
ety of installation resources available for employment as well as 
increased situational awareness of incidents and events affecting 
installations. Hosted in the DoD Mil Cloud-native system accessed 
through both .mil (NIPRNet) and commercial networks, this web-
based system is currently being utilized within JB MDL CAT oper-
ations for planning, movements, force deployment, employment 
exercises, inspections, recall management, and C2. C2MIERA is an 

continued on page 43
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“If we see a gap in our processes, we must understand why and 
take steps to address it,” said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Doug Ferrie, chief 
information officer for the New Jersey National Guard’s G6 signal/
data support function.  

Future initiatives include monthly engagements and joint sum-
mer training events involving Cyprus, Albania and the New Jersey 
National Guard.

These efforts aim to strengthen operational readiness and 
deepen trust between the partners.

“The State Partnership Program allows us to integrate exercises 
diplomatically, building effective strategies for common threats,” 
said Ferrie. “It’s about learning from one another and preparing for 
the future.” 

By combining technical expertise with leadership development, 
the partnership continues to enhance cybersecurity resilience and 
cultivate a shared commitment to mission success.Participants 
reviewed shared challenges such as cyberbullying and regional 
threats to enhance readiness and developed strategies, through 
scenario-based training.

“If we see a gap in our processes, we must understand why and 
take steps to address it,” said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Doug Ferrie, chief 
information officer for the New Jersey National Guard’s G6 signal/
data support function.  

Future initiatives include monthly engagements and joint sum-
mer training events involving Cyprus, Albania and the New Jersey 
National Guard.

These efforts aim to strengthen operational readiness and 
deepen trust between the partners.

“The State Partnership Program allows us to integrate exercises 
diplomatically, building effective strategies for common threats,” 
said Ferrie. “It’s about learning from one another and preparing for 
the future.” 

By combining technical expertise with leadership development, 
the partnership continues to enhance cybersecurity resilience and 
cultivate a shared commitment to mission success.

NJ National Guard Partnership Program continued from page 27

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Brandyn Mowers, Cyber Warfare Operator of the 
140th Cyber Operations Squadon, addresses National Guard of the Republic of Cyprus members 

during training on November 18, 2024 at Camp Panteli Katelari, Cyprus. The Cypriot national 
guardsmen and the 140th COS collaborated on cyber warfare best practices. 

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Capt. Tyshawn Jenkins)
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enhanced push and pull system that allows the CAT the ability to 
observe an integrated composite picture of resources in real-time 
and provides a reliable means to manage emergency actions. 
JB MDL became the AMC test bed for implementing C2MIERA 
obtaining full mission capability (FMC) in June 2024. In addition, 
C2MIERA serves as an AMC system of record by allowing AMC 
to observe and monitor JB MDL day-to-day activities and incident 
emergency response operations. The C2 system was designed to 
allow higher headquarters staff the ability to monitor the health and 
the status of individual installations and units under their control.

Within JB MDL, C2IMERA is also utilized by the EOC and subor-
dinate unit control centers during exercises and actual real-world 
events. C2MIERA provides senior leaders, decision makers, emer-
gency first responders and functional users assembled in the CAT 
enhanced capability for C3P.

Currently the CAT is installing secure video conferencing (SVTC) 
capability to conduct virtual secure meetings that protects the 
confidentiality, integrity, and availability of the meeting’s data and 
participants. SVTC will provide end-to-end encryption that is pass-
word protected for virtual communications with assets across the 
globe. JB MDL CAT checklists housed in C2MIERA are constantly 
being refined, updated, and streamlined for improved operational 
efficiency. These CAT checklists serve as a tool that help key lead-
ers carry out their assigned responsibilities during a crisis. Enabled 
by an established, collaborative network to increase secure and 

unclassified communications efficiency, the range of options for 
the CAT to respond to crisis situations is improved by an order of 
magnitude. Not only do these improvements and upgrades to the 
CAT improve JB MDL operational capability, they also save valu-
able planning time and resources allowing the CAT to review and 
analyze other focus areas throughout the joint base. This state-of-
the-art facility increases JB MDL ability to plan for and support the 
execution of additional contingencies before they become a crisis.

Undoubtedly, JB MDL will continue to deliver efficient and effec-
tive installation support for military missions and contingency 
operations. By providing unrivaled installation support to all mission 
commanders and mission-ready, motivated, expeditionary military 
personnel to our combatant commanders, JB MDL is committed to 
remaining America’s premier joint warfighting installation and the 
air mobility center of excellence. Through efficient and improved 
CAT capability to employ tailorable, adaptive, mission planning 
tools that enhance the ability to operate within the military deci-
sion-making cycle, JB MDL key leaders and decision makers are 
more equipped to be proactive rather reactive should a natural or 
man-made event occur requiring CAT activation and emergency 
response operations. This allows JB MDL forces to continue pro-
viding a premier joint and total force platform enabling global 
mobility across air, land, sea, and cyber domains.

JBMDL Crisis Action Team continued from page 40
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“HMH 772 routinely executes external lift operations with the 
621st CRG,” said Maj. Michaela Amore, HMH 772 helicopter pilot. 
“Typically, we lift training loads to increase proficiency; however, 
we are always looking to lift real-world equipment as well and are 
in the process of setting up a High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicle lift in the coming months.”

The heavy-lift operation underscores the Marine Corps 
Reserve’s role in supporting active duty forces. HMH 772, with its 
CH-53E Super Stallion—the only military helicopter capable of 
lifting such loads—regularly participates in joint operations and 
training exercises, such as Exercise Jaded Thunder, to strengthen 
interoperability.

“Thanks to our ongoing collaboration with HMH 772, we’re able 
to support their operations effectively,” said U.S. Air Force Master 
Sgt. Von Denes, 621st CRG self-assessment program manager. 
“This mission highlights the importance of maintaining strong 
relationships across branches. We had the working relationship, 
so as a result we were able to jump right in to get this lift off the 
ground.”

Additionally, U.S. Army Support Activity Fort Dix has been instru-
mental in supporting the operational growth of Fort Indiantown 
Gap’s training range. Through infrastructure enhancements and 
operational planning, the partnership aims to create a state-of-
the-art training environment for joint and coalition forces.

“This was a true team effort, from weighing and prepping the 
vehicles to coordinating risk assessments across branches,” 
Shea added. “The outcome is a more capable training range and 
improved readiness for all involved.”

Joint Forces Heavy Lift Operation continued from page 12

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Michaela Amore, Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 772 helicopter 
pilot, preps a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter for takeoff at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, N.J., Jan. 22, 2025. The helicopter was requested on behalf of the Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard to lift and relocate nine Stryker armored vehicles to the Fort Indiantown 
Gap training range. The lift was assisted by a team of U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 
621st Contingency Response Group who secured and released each Stryker to the helicopter. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Matt Porter)

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to 
the 621st Contingency Response 

Group arrive at Fort Indiantown 
Gap, P.A., Jan. 22, 2025. The 621st 

CRG was requested on behalf of 
the Pennsylvania Army National 

Guard to help lift and relocate nine 
Stryker armored vehicles to the Fort 
Indiantown Gap training range. The 

lift was assisted by a team of Airmen 
assigned to the 621st CRG who 

secured and released each Stryker to 
the helicopter. (U.S. Air Force photo 

by Senior Airman Matt Porter)
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Reed retired from the U.S. Army Reserve in March 2006 at the 
rank of E-8/First Sergeant. During his 22-year Army career, Reed 
served as a drill sergeant, ANCOC/BNCOC course instructor, 
Equal Opportunity representative, and drug/alcohol representative, 
among many other assignments.

The Army Reserve Ambassador Program was established in 
1998 to promote awareness of the Army Reserve, its goals and 
objectives, and to serve as a vital bridge in our states/communities 
to further educate and garner support for the Army Reserve.  Army 
Regulation 140.1, Chapter 9 outlines the role, function and opera-
tional level of the USAR Ambassador.  Ambassadors are a powerful 
means of message delivery to the American people.   

The function of the Ambassador is similar to that of Civilian Aides 
to the Secretary of the Army, and carries a protocol status equiva-
lent of a Major General that is a key means by which Ambassadors 
are able to effectively execute their responsibilities.  Ambassadors 
are Special Government Employees who represent the Chief of the 
Army Reserve without salary, wages or related benefits. 

Ambassadors provides Community Outreach assistance to 
Army Reserve members/families, other military personnel/families 
as needed, and provide feedback on plans, programs and needs 
to the Commander of the Army Reserve, the Regional Support 
Commander and to local USAR Commanders.

Additionally, Ambassadors build relationships and strive to 
improve the understanding and knowledge of the Army Reserve 

within the business and social sectors of communities across 
America. They help to educate the public, community leaders, and 
congressional staff offices about the capabilities and values of the 
Army Reserve and the Soldiers who live and work in their commu-
nities. They establish open lines of communication with the local 
communities; and they work to support recruiting efforts by assist-
ing community and business leaders in recognizing that the Army 
Reserve strengthens the Soldiers, the community, and the Nation.

While not all ARAs have military experience, many are retired 
officers or senior non-commissioned officers who wish to 
remain engaged in military affairs. Each state and territory has at 
least one ARA. 

For more information, visit http://www.usar.army.mil/Featured/
Ambassador-Program/

New Army Reserve Ambassador continued from page 38
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Upcoming Events

New Jersey Department
of Military & Veterans Affairs
Veterans Outreach Campaign

May 2 • 9:30am-12:30pm
Mental Health Awareness Month Event 
Hosted by the US Army Support Activity 
Center and the 99th Readiness Division 
Army Reserve
JBMDL PX Parking Lot 
3452 Broidy Road, JBMDL

May 3 • 9am-2pm
Veterans Stand Down 
Passaic County Technical School
45 Reinhard Road, Wayne, NJ 07470

May 3 • 8am-1pm
Joint Base Military Retiree
Appreciation Day 
Timmerman Theater - JBMDL Dix
5441 8th St, Fort Dix, NJ 08640

May 3 • 1pm-4:30pm
“Building Bridges”–Veterans Resource 
Workshop 
South Amboy Senior Center
108 South Stevens Ave, South Amboy, NJ 08879

May 6 • 5pm-7pm
DMAVA Veterans Outreach Campaign
VFW Post #493 - Nutley
271 Washington Ave, Nutley, NJ 07110

May 6 • 11am-2pm
DMAVA Veterans Outreach Campaign
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
225 East State St, Trenton, NJ 08666

May 7 • 4pm-8pm
Our Community Salutes of North Jersey
Farleigh Dickinson University - Madison Campus
285 Madison Ave, Madison, NJ 07940

May 8 • 8:30am Registration 
9:30am-3pm Seminar
DMAVA Semi-Annual
VSO Training Seminar 
Regional Training Institute (RTI Building)
NJ National Guard Training Center-Sea Girt
100 Camp Drive, Sea Girt, NJ 08750

May 10 • 9am-2pm
New Jersey Joint Military & Family 
Assistance Center
Military Appreciation Day
Bordentown National Guard Armory
1048 Route 206 South, Bordentown, NJ 08505

May 13 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
American Legion Post #310 - Little Ferry
100 Liberty St, Little Ferry, NJ 07643
For more information, call 201-412-1676

May 15 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
New Jersey Casino Control Commission Building
1325 Tennessee Ave, Atlantic City, NJ 08401
For more information, call 201-412-1676

May 17 • 10am-4pm
2025 Coast Guard Community Festival
U.S. Coast Guard Training Center - Cape May
1 Munro Ave, Cape May, NJ 08204

May 21 • 10am-2pm
South Jersey Regional Stand Down
All Wars Memorial (Soldiers Home) - Atlantic City
1510 Adriatic Ave, Atlantic City, NJ 08401

May 23 • 9am-2:30pm
NJ MVC & NJ DMAVA
Veterans Outreach Campaign
Hosted by NJ Assemblyman
Christian Barranco
Jefferson Diner / J Towne Tavern Parking Lot
5 Bowling Green Parkway, Lake Hopatcong, NJ 
07849

May 28 • 9am-2:30pm
NJ MVC & NJ DMAVA
Veterans Outreach Campaign
Hosted by NJ Assemblyman
Christian Barranco
Mendham Township Town Hall Building Parking Lot
2 Williams St, Mendham Township, NJ 07926

May 29 • 9am-2:30pm
NJ MVC & NJ DMAVA
Veterans Outreach Campaign
Hosted by NJ Assemblywoman
Aura Dunn
Bowers Bldg Parking Lot
Mendham Municipal Complex
6 West Main St, Mendham Borough, NJ 07945

DMAVA will have a VSO present
to help and assist any veteran

at these events listed.

You may view more events & 
information at nj.gov/military
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June 11-13
DMAVA Veterans Outreach Campaign
American Legion State Convention
Wednesday, June 11 8am-4pm
Thursday, June 12 8am-4pm
Friday, June 14 8am-2pm 
Wildwood Convention Center
4501 Boardwalk, Wildwood, NJ 08260

June 11 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
Veterans Haven North
200 Sanatorium Rd, Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
For more information, call 201-412-1676

June 12 • 5:30pm
NJ DMAVA & YWCA
Women Veterans Appreciation Day
Medal Ceremony
Farleigh Dickinson University - Florham Campus
285 Madison Ave, Madison, NJ 07940
To apply for a Medal, contact Jennifer 
Jennifer.Glazewski@dmava.nj.gov

June 16
DMAVA Veterans Outreach Campaign
and Medal Ceremony 
Disabled American Veterans
State Convention
Wildwood Convention Center
4501 Boardwalk, Wildwood, NJ 08269
Female Vets Medal Ceremony: 11am - Ballroom C
Veterans Outreach Campaign: 8am-2pm
To apply for a Medal, contact Jennifer 
Jennifer.Glazewski@dmava.nj.gov

June 24 • 10am-2pm
NJ MVC & NJ DMAVA
Veterans Outreach Campaign
Hosted by The Sussex County
Sheriff’s Department
Sussex County Technical School
105 North Church Road, Sparta, NJ 07871

June 24 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
American Legion Post #348 - Brick
822 Mantoloking Road, Brick, NJ 08723
For more information, call 201-412-1676

June 24 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
American Legion Post #348 - Brick
822 Mantoloking Road, Brick, NJ 08723
For more information, call 201-412-1676

July 10 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
American Legion Post #12 - Somerville
232 Union Ave, Somerville, NJ 08876
For more information, call 201-412-1676

July 18 • 9am-2pm
NJ MVC & NJ DMAVA
Veterans Outreach Campaign
Hosted by NJ Assemblyman
Michael Inganamort
Budd Lake Senior Center Parking Lot
204 Flanders Drakestown Rd, Budd Lake, NJ 07403

July 21 • 10am-3:30pm
8th Annual
Constituent Services Fair
Hosted by Congressman
Donald Norcross
Camden County College
Connector Building Atrium
200 College Drive, Blackwood, NJ 08012

July 24 • 9am-5pm
Boots to Business Reboot 
Entrepreneurship Training Program 
offered by U.S. Small Business 
Administration for Veterans
and Military Spouses
American Legion Post #28 - Absecon
560 New Jersey Ave, Absecon, NJ 08201

Images from NJDMAVA Facebook
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Name                             Phone#
JBMDL FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS

All American Inn/Lodging............................................................................................. 754-4667
Aquatics........................................................................................................................ 562-6396
Auto Hobby Shop..........................................................................................754-4316/323-2087
Arts and Crafts..............................................................................................................562-5691
Bowling Center.............................................................................................562-6895/323-2027
Business Office..............................................................................................................323-1111
Chaplains Office............................................................................................................754-4673
Child and Youth Enrollment..........................................................................562-4702/323-2260
87th Civil Engineer Customer Service Center..............................................................754-8723
Civilian Personnel..........................................................................................................754-5701
Command Post..............................................................................................................754-3935
Joint Base Library..........................................................................................................754-2079
Joint Base Theater Reservations..................................................................................754-2830
Joint Personnel Property Shipping Office................................................... 562-2571/323-7266
Lodging..........................................................................................................................323-2266
Medical Clinic................................................................................................754-9200/323-5372
Military Clothing Sales...................................................................................................723-2307
Military Family Support Center................................... 754-3154/562-2767/323-1248/323-1248
Military Personnel Section........................................................................................... 323-5060
Navy Relief.....................................................................................................................323-2362
Outdoor Recreation.......................................................................................................323-2583
Commissary.................................................................................................. 754-2153/323-1220
Community Special Events...........................................................................................323-2405
Doughboy Gym..............................................................................................................562-5780
Family Child Care..........................................................................................562-1312/754-2516
Finance..........................................................................................................................754-5052
Fire Arms Registration..................................................................................................562-5260
Fitness and Sports Center...........................................................................754-6085/323-7266

Fleet Liaison..................................................................................................................323-7934
Flight Deck (Rec Center)...............................................................................................323-2405
Force Support Squadron...............................................................................................754-5374
Fountain Green Golf Course.........................................................................................562-2166
Griffith Field House...................................................................................................... 562-4888
Halvorsen Hall...............................................................................................................754-2450
Housing.........................................................................................................754-3662/323-2370
Human Resources........................................................................................754-6900/323-1058
Information, Tickets and Tours.................................................... 562-6667/562-4210/323-1362
Inspector General.......................................................................................................... 754-8711
John Mann Park.............................................................................................................562-6667
Passenger Terminal.......................................................................................................754-2749
Pine Ridge Golf Course................................................................................................323-7483
Pine Ridge Pool.............................................................................................................323-2473
Post Office (Dormitory)...............................................................754-6012/723-2089/323-2534
Protocol..........................................................................................................................754-2405
Public Affairs..................................................................................................................754-2104
Pudgy’s Sports Bar....................................................................................................... 724-0443
Range 14 Rod and Gun Club........................................................................................562-4676
Safety.............................................................................................................................754-7233
School Liason................................................................................................................754-3878
Soldier and Family Assistance Center......................................................................... 562-6554
Traffic Management Office (TMO), Personal Property Section (PPS)........................754-6911
The Attic (Donation/Assistance Center).......................................................................754-8703
The Exchange...............................................................................................723-6100/323-7680
Thrift Shops.................................................................................754-2368/723-2683/323-2362
Tommy B’s Community Activities Center......................................................................754-2830
Veterinary Clinic............................................................................................................ 562-6636

Name                             Phone#

Burlington
O

cean

Lakehurst
NATF

Naec
Airport

Lakehurst

Browns Mills

Rowan College at
Burlington County

Pemberton Browns Mill Rd

Mt. Missery Rd

Lakehurst Rd

Ju
nc

tio
n 

Rd Lakehurst Rd

John Davison Rockefeller Memorial Hwy

Brendan T. Byrne
State Forest

Manchester
Wildlife Management

Area

Manchester
Township

Lakehurst

Cookstown

McGuire 
AFB

Fort Dix

Fort Dix

Fort 
Dix 

Rd

Pointville Rd

Saylors Pond  Rd

Monmouth Rd

McGuire Access Hwy

Texas Ave

Cookstown Browns M
ills Rd

Range Rd

Trenton Rd

New Egypt

Pinehurst Rd

Plumsted
Township

Jo
hn

 D
av

is
on

 R
oc

ke
fe

lle
r M

em
or

ial
 H

wy

571

537

68

616

68

545

630

669

530

667

70

530

70 530

70

530

539

70

37

571

547

539

Fort Dix
Military Reservation

Fort Dix
Military Reservation

Fort Dix
Military Reservation

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst • Area Map

Lakehurst
NATF

Naec
Airport

Lakehurst

emorial Hwy
Brendan T. Byrne

State Forest

Manchester
Township

Lakehurst

Lakewood
Township

Rd

Fort Dix
Military 

Reservation

Jo
hn

 D
av

iso
n 

Ro
ck

ef
ell

er
 M

em
or

ial
 H

wy

571

70 530

70

530

539

70

37

571

547

Fort Dix M
ilitray Reservation

Manchester
Wildlife Management

Area

Beckerville Rd

Union Lake

Lacey Rd

Pinewald Keswick Rd

Sc
ho

o l
ho

us
e 

R
d

M
an

ch
es

te
r B

lvd

W
ar

en
 G

ro
v e

-W
hi

tin
g 

Rd

C
h e

rry
 S

t

Lake Rd

Wrangle Brook Rd

Sunset Rd

C
on

ga
s i

a 
R

d

To
wns

hip
 Li

ne
 R

d

  Beaver Ave

Westbrook Dr

Westbrook Dr

Mule Rd

Prince Charles Dr

Davenport R
d

Edgebrook Dr  S

Fort De France Ave

Edgebrook Dr N

Mule
 R

d

River Terrace

Lakehurst Rd

Freeport Blvd

Bananier Dr

Biabou Dr
Jamaica Blvd

Jamaica Blvd Jamaica
 Blvd

N
os

tra
n d

 D
r

Bi
m

in
i D

rC
ab

ril
lo

 B
lv

d

Barbados Dr N

Barbados Dr N

Hyannis St

Port Royla Dr

St
 T

ho
m

as
 D

r

Northumberland Dr

Paradise Blvd
Orlando Blvd

Oak
 R

id
ge

 P
kw

y

Ch
em

ical Corps Entrance Rd

Ridgeway Rd

       
    Clayton Ave

Sunset Ave

Stevens Rd

Riverwood Dr

1st Ave

2nd Ave

3rd Ave
4th Ave

5th Ave
6th Ave

Englemere Blvd

7th Ave

8th Ave10th Ave12th Ave

G
ladstone St

Beacon St

H
anible St

Beachm
ont St

O
akdaale St

M
anchester St

Wellington Ave

Birmingham Ave

Commonwealth Blvd

Southam
pton Blvd

Parkview
 Blvd

N
 H

am
pton Blvd

Bism
ark St

M
anchester St

Bu
ckingha m

 D
r

S Colonial Dr

Colo
ni

al
 D

r Huntington Dr

John Davison Rocke
feller M

emorial H
wy

Wilbur Ave

Wilbur Ave

Burke Ave

Burke Ave

Burke Ave

Holl

y H
ill R

d

Cox Cro Rd

W
hitesville Rd

Re
na

iss
a n

ce
 Blvd

 W

Re
na

iss
an

ce
 B

lvd
 W

Union Rd

D
iv

is
io

n 
St Manapaqua Ave

Proving Ground Rd

Cullinan Rd

Beckervill Rd

Centra
l A

ve

Horicon Ave

N and South Rd

Interior Rd

Hawkins Rd

Clubhouse R d W

Clubhouse Lake Rd E

Boundary Rd S
Scout Rd

Union Ave

Toms
River

Winding
River
Park

Riverwood
Park

Succ ess Lake

Co
lli

er
s 

La
ke

Crystal Lake

Ridg
ew

ay
 B

lvd

Ridgeway Rd

Toms River Rd

S 
H

op
e 

C
ha

pe
l R

d

S 
Ho

pe
 C

ha
pe

l R
d

S 
H

op
e 

C
ha

pe
l R

d

W
hitesville Rd

Cross St

Fa
ra

da
y A

ve

527

637

571

13

Pine Lake

9

Broome Rd

N
 Jump Circle Rd

S J um p C ircle Rd

W Jump Circle Rd E Jump Circle Rd

Schnitzer R
d

Rou
nds Rd

Saniuk Rd

M
cC

or
ds

 R
d

Callaway Rd

Lawrence Rd

Lansdowne Rd

W
hi

te
co

m
b 

Av
e

Ridge Ave

New Jersey
National Guard

Pinehurst 
Gate

Main
Gate

Whiting
Elementary

Lakehurst
Elementary

Manchester
Township

High School

Ocean Country
Vocational Technical School

Navy Lakehurst

Ridgeway
Elementary

Manchester 
Township

Middle School

West Dover
Elementary

Joseph A Citta
Elementary

Ocean Country
Vocational Technical School

Jackson Center

Regional Day School
At Jackson

Lakehurst Area Map

   © 2024 Americaʼs Publisher LLC
Maps represents the local area and 

a legal map for sale, trade or transfer 

government maps to determine public 
access and use in business dealings.

O
cean

urst Rd

 Rd



MILITARY APPRECIATION MAGAZINEThank You For Your Service 51

McGuire
Area Code 609, DSN 650

Zip Code 08641

Dix
Area Code 609, DSN 562

Zip Code 08640

Lakehurst
Area Code 732, DSN 624

Zip Code 08733

QUICK REFERENCE
Emergency....911 • Base Operator....754-1110/323-2011 • Base Status....754-2273/323-7669

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Phone Numbers

JBMDL Hospital
87th Medical Group
3458 Neely Rd, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................................................. (866) 377-2778
JBMDL Air Force Aid Society
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy Rd, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL Andrews Federal Credit Union
3456 Broidy Rd, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641............................................... (609) 723-8530
JBMDL Armed Forces Bank
McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641...........................................................................(609) 723-0707
JBMDL Auto Hobby Shop
2416 Vandenberg Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641....................................(609) 562-3333
JBMDL Exchange Barber Shop
Main Exchange, 3452 Broidy Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641..................(609) 723-5190
JBMDL Women, Infants, and Children (WIC & WIC-O)
Department of Health
15 Pioneer Boulevard, Westampton, NJ, 08060.......................................(609) 267-4304
JBMDL Main Exchange
3452 Broidy Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641-0000....................................(609) 723-6100
JBMDL Exchange Food Court
3452 Broidy Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.............................................(609) 723-6100
JBMDL Chaplain and Religious Services - Lakehurst
Cathedral of the Air
264 Hope Chapel Rd., Lakehurst, NJ, 08733........................................... (609) 754-4673
JBMDL McGuire Child Development Center #1
2430 Can Do Way, McGuire AFB, NJ,.08641........................................... (609) 754-2966
JBMDL McGuire Child Development Center #2
2414 Tuskegee Airmen Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ,.08641............................(609) 754-3661
JBMDL Civilian Personnel Office
2903 McGuire Blvd., McGuire AFB, NJ,.08641............. (609) 754-5701, (609) 754-2554
JBMDL McGuire Commissary
3453 Broidy Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................... (609) 754-2153, (609) 754-5860
JBMDL Dental Clinic
2417 McGuire Blvd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.............. (609) 754-3786, (609) 234-2189
JBMDL Dix Chapel
5240 New Jersey Ave., Fort Dix, NJ, 08641............................................. (609) 754-4673
JBMDL Education & Training Center
3829 School House Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.......(609) 754-3019, (609) 754-4116
JBMDL EFMP - Family Support
3435 Broidy Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................... (609) 754-3154, (609) 754-9290
JBMDL EFMP - Enrollment
87th Medical Group
3458 Neely Rd., JB MDL McGuire, NJ, 08640..........................................(609) 754-9752
JBMDL Falcon Creek Golf Course
2007 Can Do Way, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................ (609) 754-2169, (609) 754-3330
JBMDL McGuire Family Center
3435 Broidy Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641...............................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL Family Child Care Program
3435 Broidy Rd., JB McGuire, NJ, 08640..................... (609) 754-3154, (609) 754-3341
JBMDL McGuire Finance Office
2906 Tuskegee Airmen Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.......................... (609) 754-6258

JBMDL Dix Victim Advocate Services
5203 Maryland Ave., Fort Dix, NJ, 08640...................... (609) 562-3849, (609) 562-6343
JBMDL Beneficiary Counseling Assistance Coordinators
87th Medical Group
3458 Neely Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08641.............................(609) 754-9082, (609) 754-9083
JBMDL McGuire ID/CAC Card Processing
2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641............................................ (609) 754-1592
JBMDL Library
2603 Tuskegee Airmen Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641...........................(609) 754-2079
JBMDL Loan Closet
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy R., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.................................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL McGuire-Dix Housing Management Office
3700 A Circle Dr., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641..............................................609) 754-3662
JBMDL McGuire Family Advocacy Program
3458 Neely Rd., JB MDL McGuire, NJ, 08641......................................... (609) 754-9680
JBMDL Legal Services/JAG
2901 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641............................................(609) 754-2010
JBMDL McGuire Chapel
McGuire Chapel
2503 East Arnold Ave, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641..................................... (609) 754-4673
JBMDL McGuire Sports and Fitness Center
2504 POW/MIA Blvd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641..................................... (609) 754-6085
JBMDL McGuire Victim Advocate Services
2903 McGuire Blvd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.............(609) 754-2988, (609) 754-2968
JBMDL McGuire Welcome Center
3021 McGuire Blvd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.............(609) 754-3628, (609) 754-3938
JBMDL Lakehurst Privatized Housing Office
1053 Division St., Lakehurst, NJ, 08733................................................... (844) 334-0831
JBMDL Veterinary Services
3259 Gettysburg Ave., Fort Dix, NJ, 08640.............................................. (609) 562-6636
JBMDL Dix Outdoor Recreation Center
6045 Doughboy Loop, JB MDL, NJ, 08641-0000......... (609) 562-6667, (609) 562-4208
JBMDL Non-appropriated Funds (NAF) Human Resources
2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641............................................ 609) 754-6900
JBMDL New Parent Support Program
87th Medical Group
3458 Neely R., JB MDL, NJ, 08641............................... (609) 754-9680, (866) 377-2778
JBMDL McGuire Personal Financial Management Services
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641...............................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL Military Personnel Support Office
2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641................ (609) 754-3986, (609) 754-4740
	 (609) 754-5092, (609) 754-3017
JBMDL McGuire Relocation Assistance Program
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy R., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.................................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL McGuire Retirement Services
2916 Falcon Lane, McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.................(609) 754-2362, (609) 754-2474

continued on page 52
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JBMDL School Liaison Office
3435 Broidy Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08640........................................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL McGuire Spouse Education, Training and Careers
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy R., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641.................................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL Household Goods/Transportation Office
1706 Vandenberg Ave., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641........ (609) 754-6911, (609) 754-3521
JBMDL Household Goods/Transportation Office (Inbound)
5139 Pemberton-Wrightstown Rd., Fort Dix, NJ, 08640...........................(609) 562-6376
JBMDL McGuire Transition Assistance Program
Military & Family Support Center
3435 Broidy Rd., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641...............................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL McGuire-Dix Unaccompanied Member Housing
2616 Tuskegee Airman Ave., JB MDL, NJ, 08641................................... (609) 754-5498
JBMDL Crescenz VA Medical Center
Crescenz VA Medical Center
3900 Woodland Ave., Philadelphia, PA,.19104.............. (215) 823-5800, (800) 949-1001
JBMDL McGuire Youth Center
3830 East Scott St., McGuire AFB, NJ, 08641......................................... (609) 754-5437
JBMDL Navy Federal Credit Union
201 State Route 34 N., Colts Neck, NJ, 07722.........................................(888) 842-6328
JBMDL Navy Federal Credit Union
2100 Route 38, Cherry Hill, NJ, 08002......................................................(888) 842-6328
JBMDL McGuire Information and Referral Services
3435 Broidy Rd., JB MDL McGuire, NJ, 08641.........................................(609) 754-3154
JBMDL McGuire Temporary Lodging/Billeting
The All American Inn
2786 Mitchell Rd., JB MDL McGuire, NJ, 08641...................................... (609) 754-4667
JBMDL Lakehurst Unaccompanied Member Housing
Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733.............................................................. (732) 323-1268
JBMDL Lakehurst Housing Management Office
483 Walsh Drive, JB MDL, NJ, 08733....................................................... (732) 323-2370
JBMDL McGuire-Dix Privatized Family Housing
3700 A Circle Dr., JB MDL, NJ, 08641.......................... (609) 723-4290, (609) 316-0172
JBMDL Lakehurst Family Center
488-2 Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733................................................... (732) 323-1248
JBMDL Lakehurst Information & Referral Services
488-2 Highway 547, Trenton, NJ, 08733.................................................... (732) 323-1248
JBMDL Lakehurst Relocation Assistance Program
488-2 Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733................................................... (732) 323-1248
JBMDL Lakehurst Personal Financial Management Services
488-2 Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733................................................... (732) 323-1248
JBMDL Lakehurst Spouse Education, Training and Careers
488-2 Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733................................................... (732) 323-1248

JBMDL Dix Transition Assistance Program
541W Delaware Ave., JB MDL, NJ, 08640..................... (609) 562-1761, (609) 562-1556
JBMDL Lakehurst Transition Assistance Program
488-2 Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733........................(732) 323-1248, (866) 340-1685
JBMDL Dix ID/CAC Card Processing
McDonald Hall, 5418 South Scott Plaza, JB MDL, NJ, 08640................. (609) 562-2177
JBMDL Lakehurst ID/CAC Card Processing
Highway 547, JB MDL, NJ, 08733............................................................. (732) 323-5060
JBMDL Dix Youth Center
1279 Locust Street, JB MDL, NJ, 08640...................................................(609) 562-5061
JBMDL Lakehurst Youth Center
487 Walsh Drive, JB MDL, NJ, 08733...................................................... (732) 323-4043
JBMDL Lakehurst Victim Advocate Services
201 Highway 34 South, JB MDL, NJ, 07722............................................. (732) 573-5199
JBMDL Dix Welcome Center
2270 Fort Dix Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08640.................................................... (609) 562-6604
JBMDL Lakehurst Outdoor Recreation
123 Severyns Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733...........................(732) 323-2583,(732) 323-1362
JBMDL Griffith Fitness Center
8th St., JB MDL, NJ, 08640...................................................................... (609) 562-4888
JBMDL Doughboy Gym
5953 Newport St., JB MDL, NJ, 08640.....................................................(609) 562-5780
JBMDL Lakehurst Fitness Center
123 Severyns Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733.....................................................(732) 323-7266
JBMDL Dix Child Development Center
1188 Juliustown Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08640................................................. (609) 562-2371
JBMDL Lakehurst Child Development Center
657 Berry Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733...........................................................(732) 323-2260
JBMDL McGuire School Age Care Program
3830 E. Scott St., JB MDL, NJ, 08641......................................................(609) 754-5914
JBMDL Dix School Age Care Program
5219 8th St., JB MDL, NJ, 08640..............................................................(609) 562-3873
JBMDL Lakehurst School Age Care Program
487 Walsh Dr., JB MDL, NJ, 08733.......................................................... (732) 323-4043
JBMDL Lakehurst Commissary
485 Walsh Rd., Lakehurst, NJ, 08733............................ (732) 323-1220, (732) 323-1271
JBMDL Dix Bowling Center
6054 Doughboy Loop, JB MDL, NJ, 08640.............................................. (609) 562-6895
JBMDL Lakehurst Bowling Center
489 Saniuk Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733.........................................................(732) 323-2027
JBMDL Dix Information, Tickets & Travel (ITT)
6045 Doughboy Loop, JB MDL, NJ, 08640................... (609) 562-4208, (609) 562-6667
JBMDL Lakehurst Information, Tickets & Travel (ITT)
123 Severyns Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733......................... (732) 323-1362, (732) 323-4565
JBMDL Pine Ridge Golf Course
33 Berry Rd., JB MDL, NJ, 08733............................................................. (732) 323-7483

Phone numbers continued from page 51

New Jersey Veteran Service Organizatons

Please note that the following lists includes only 
five posts from each of two major VSOs, the 
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. The most current and comprehensive 
information of these two VSOs at the State level 
can be found at the following websites:

www.njamericanlegion.org

vfwnj.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp

American Legion Post 509
320 Beverly Rancocas Rd, Willingboro, NJ 08046
(609) 871-9000
American Legion Post 371
41 N Lakeview Dr, Gibbsboro, NJ 08026 
(856) 783-7327
American Legion Post 38
129 Veterans Ln, Haddonfield, NJ 08033
(856) 429-5414
American Legion Post 129
2025 Church Rd, Toms River, NJ 08754
(732) 255-9250
American Legion Post 348
822 Mantoloking Rd, Brick, NJ 08723
(732) 477-1915

VFW Post 1817
142 Riverbank, Burlington, NJ 08016
(609) 386-3608
VFW Post 2445
914 East Main Street, Maple Shade, NJ 0805
(856) 667-9581
VFW Post 1270
2324 Penn St, Pennsauken, NJ 08110
(856) 317-9081
VFW Post 316
30 Gilford Road, Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087
(609) 296-8090
VFW Post 3729
11 E. Winifred Avenue, Beach Haven, NJ 08008
(609) 494-0310
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Thank You For Your 
Sacrifice & Service To Our Nation

24 HOUR SERVICE
609-758-3333

33 COOKSTOWN-NEW EGYPT RD., WRIGHTSTOWN, NJ

WRECKER • FLATBED • WHEEL LIFT
OFF-ROAD RECOVERY • LOCK-OUT SERVICE

5 Minutes from  
McGuire Main Gate

101 Cookstown-New Egypt Rd. 
Wrightstown, NJ

Our family owned & operated business has 
proudly supported our military 
friends and family since 1972. Quality Pre-Owned 

Vehicles to Fit Every Budget

www.economy-motors.com
609-758-3311

Patriot Roof ing, Inc.
2083 Jacksonville-Jobstown Road

Jobstown, NJ 08041
 danreilley@patriotroof.com • Fax: (609) 723-6867

Phone: (609) 723-6688
www.patriotroof.com

We Thank You
For Your Service

Contract# 6169 Patriot Roofing
2024 Military Appreciation Resource Magazine

Gun Collections • Military / Hunting • Antique
Military Artifacts • Swords / Bayonets

Call John & Stephanie

609.478.2839 • 610.716.5353
antiqueandrareguns@gmail.com

Federal Firearms License Holder

WANTED!
ALL FIREARMS

We pay CASH on the spot!
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Contract# 6226 • Standard Haircut
JBMDL 2024

Contract # 6229 Hilltop Mobile Village
2024 Military Appreciation Resource Magazine 

Thank You For Your 
Sacrifice & Service To Our Nation
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