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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Living Lakes Canada acknowledges that our water stewardship work originated in the unceded
traditional territories of the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc, Sinixt and Syilx Nations who have stewarded
these lands for generations. Recognizing Indigenous People as the rightful caretakers of their
unceded territories, we work to complement their intergenerational work and Indigenous-led

water stewardship initiatives.
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INTRODUCTION

Flowing from Cottonwood Lake Regional
Park through Cottonwood Falls Park,
trickling through Railtown and entering
Kootenay Lake at the Nelson Dog Walk,
Cottonwood Creek is an important part of
the surrounding community. However, parts
of the creek are in poor condition and lack

habitat that promotes biodiversity.

Living Lakes Canada, Friends of Kootenay
Lake Stewardship Society and the Nelson
District Rod Gun Club and Conservation
Society have partnered to assess the
condition of the creek and explore
opportunities that could improve the health

of the creek in the long term.

On February 13, 2024, project partners
hosted a public meeting where community
members could learn more about the
watershed, and add their voices to the
conversation about the stewardship of

Cottonwood Creek.

Thirty participants attended the meeting
representing a range of sectors, including
local and regional government, First
Nations, academia, environmental
consultants, local community groups and

watershed residents.
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Presentations by Alan Thomson of Mountain Station Consultants and Living Lakes Canada
provided insight on the current state of the watershed. Following the presentations, meeting
participants considered discussion topics in small groups, and recorded their own feedback
individually. This report summarizes the feedback received related to three key areas:

community values, concerns and visions for the watershed.

Note: To avoid repetition, not all participant responses were included in this report and some

responses have been lightly edited for punctuation and clarity.
Background Resource:

Thomson, A.R., (2024). Cottonwood Creek Water and Aquatic Resources Assessment. Consultant’s report
prepared for Living Lakes Canada. 56 pp. including Appendices. [Resource]. Columbia Basin Water Hub.
https://data.cbwaterhub.ca/dataset/cottonwood-creek-revival-project/resource/32a597fd-e80a-43f0-
9482-75€9aaf01709



https://data.cbwaterhub.ca/dataset/cottonwood-creek-revival-project/resource/32a597fd-e80a-43f0-9482
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OUTCOMES: VALUES

Why is Cottonwood Creek important to you? What do you value about the creek or the

watershed?
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This page: Word cloud of participant responses to the questions “Why is Cottonwood Creek important to
you? What do you value about the creek or the watershed?” Words mentioned more frequently appear in

a larger size.

Opposite page: Participants’ responses.




| think that the way we treated Cottonwood
over the years exemplifies how we've treated
the land more generally. It's important to me
that a focal point of our community... should
be healthy and vibrant and not degraded.

A destination for people to seek
tranquility and beautify, for the residents

of Nelson and our many visitors

T

Recognition of the creek’s

inherent value, exclusive of its
extractive or economic value. \

Love that there is a beautiful aquatic ecosystem that | can get to

easily with my family from Nelson... love the urban/native
interface at Cottonwood Falls Park and opportunities to enjoy the
area within the city limits.

Beautiful falling water. Soothing to the
soul — a place of respite for my mama
when she was experiencing Alzheimer’s.
Shady during hot days. A place where |
bring newcomers and visitors, it's

almost a secret garden.



OUTCOMES: CONGERNS

What are your concerns for Cottonwood Creek? (E.g. contamination, climate impacts,
loss of habitat, etc.)

destru ct. n 'Ssedchemlcals

diment e

need g = example
cI ate
Ignored conflict
ad 8, opportunlty ® encourage
b roads
OJ &)
bes1d %g bottie nothlngg ;;restoratlon

@ banks
ru?l?lﬁmg S?fe@f ,5@’ missin be’b; 2 CItY various
silverking 2 x like ‘system people
concerned c5° th
scouring Q.-b £ pathway
G,
(o]

it
P

@3.,” §
salmon @ SOX § oz £ = W floor eSFt)
protect 50O Strafic%.. oL o) impac
- DG Syng’ s 3
restored 00 O l assa g e
s
PN qUAlIty\J.2* safety .
overdraw 2 ppened 3 c-“ 1ack hannelmg

W

‘Adcontamina tlonigsne

lf:):i pollution develqpment depot-C pubhc
...-'
continued & - % Mrgey _\cz? %, 6 hlghway
bears @ high & 5 trail hope % Q)movement
@ 0 damage Iost b| k mfioo-::)ptljatl;s
rall(.) \ ages paey
priority e r

industrial focus I health sedlmentatlon

releases Eeach
wildlife gcleanu
segments
unhealthy improved s free » residential

f”""""”a[hanne lization

birds control Humanwﬁdhfe

no

This page: Word cloud of participant responses to the question “What are your concerns for Cottonwood
Creek?” Words mentioned more frequently appear in a larger size.

Opposite page: Participants’ responses.



. The loss of habitat that has
Is the creek too contaminated to
: already happened saddens
encourage fish? .
me, but | have hope that it

T y
can be restored. I'm
concerned that as new
Further contamination. Missing development happens, the

habitat. Missed opportunity as artestowill b lgerel Fo

public/recreation space. example, the city has done a
great job of improving the
parking lot (back of bottle

depot), but no thought seems

to have been given to a
pathway that would allow

people to walk beside the

creek.

Lack of a functional creek/river
system, loss of fish + wildlife habitat, [
safety (run off, needles, garbage),

unhealthy watershed.
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OUTCOMES: VISION

Please share your ideal vision for the Cottonwood Creek ecosystem. Please respond as
if there were no logistical constraints on funding, time, staff capacity, legislation, etc.
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This page: Word cloud of participant responses to “Please share your ideal vision for the Cottonwood
Creek ecosystem.” Words mentioned more frequently appear in a larger size.

Following two pages: Participants’' responses.




Green space around the
creek in Railtown to help
with potential flooding, but
also just to allow people to
enjoy the creek.

Vegetation of banks (opportunities for vegetated
riprap) in areas that need to be armored rather than
concrete or bare rock. Management of storm system to
remove sand/sediment before entering creek. Wetland
at outlet to lake.

Y Re-naturalization — would solve many problems,
Y. ’.including flooding, contamination since the buffer area
.'/V". . .
Id like to see Cottonwood Creek +between development + creek would be wider, it would

acknowledged, respected, enjoyed, and cared be more costly to discharge untreated storm water,

h

for from Cottonwood Lake to Kootenay Lake. * fish and wildlife habitat would be restored, and

This includes improved pathways suitable for / \ wildlife corridors would be re-established.
people walking, the removal of concrete
channels, signage along the whole creek with
stories, etc. The Nelson Izu Shi Friendship
Society is putting up signs in the park this
spring with stories of the creek. I'd like to see

similar recognition all along the creek.

No logging in
SSis A pretty, natural,
watershed. -
: living stream.
Restoration of

d lower creek area

.y
<~ toevaluate

o Kokanee

spawning and &
" fish habitat. No |

more mining in

watershed.



https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/7ee1c142885947a4a74370ea4d1d26ec
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/7ee1c142885947a4a74370ea4d1d26ec

A naturally functional creek/river
ecosystem with healthy fish +
wildlife habitat, riffles, shade,

meandering water, no more “hard

structures”, walking paths, fish
spawning habitat, cottonwood
trees + other natural vegetation,

signage to explain the importance Fish ladders. Healthy fish.

and history of creek, Indigenous Attractive environment, peaceful

values, etc. American dippers + Sl alt. 5lees o s A

healthy macroinvertebrates, no watch the water go by. Limited

garbage. access. Was garbage dumped up

the creek by the city?

W I
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Return the creek to a more naturalized system, Riparian areas re-

established. Remove channelizing structures (concrete).
Meanders, riffles, pools, wood, steps, cascades, etc. Fish
spawning, dippers feeding, E.P.T. (Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera,

Trichoptera). Recreational areas - safer for children to play in the

Ideally I would like to

creek. Involve Selkirk Students in restoration projects — planning,
see Cottonwood Creek VOV I StU ' lon proj planning

. lantings, stream restoration design.
support Rainbow Trout P 8 8
and Kokanee year

round, bring back a

hatchery.

t
L
et

P Complete restoration of the creek from "‘
:‘ Cottonwood Lake to Kootenay Lake. Create '!.;‘
= laws that when Creekside property is sold,

river setbacks come into effect.


https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/7ee1c142885947a4a74370ea4d1d26ec

CONCLUSIONS

From the feedback provided, it is clear that the community of Nelson and surrounding areas
deeply values Cottonwood Creek for a multitude of reasons. People have significant concerns

about the current state of the watershed, but also see great potential for it to be restored.
Further conversations with local and regional governments, First Nations and others will

continue to be pursued. Living Lakes Canada and project partners will continue to carry out the

necessary assessments required to identify restoration opportunities in the future.

CONTACT

Email: paige@livinglakescanada.ca

Website: livinglakescanada.ca/project/watershed-restoration-program
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