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A team of expert
coral restoration
researchers at Mote
Marine Laboratory
and Aquarium

are fighting back
after last summer s
unprecedented

thermal stress event.

Global, regional, and local
stressors have contributed to the
decline of coral reef ecosystems,
most notably in Florida and the
Wider Caribbean Region. Living
coral cover on Florida’s Coral Reef

FE ey -
is currently between one and five
percent, dramatically less than 40

Fuchsia Frisson by Stephanie Linden

The Sarasota Fine Art Show by Hot
Works takes place on January 6 & 7,
2024 at Phillippi Estate Park, off U-41/
Tamiami Trail south of Downtown

Sarasota and Siesta Key.

This is a juried fine art & craft show
where all work is original and personally
handmade by the artist in the show. All
disciplines of art are for sale by the art-
ist who is present at the show.

Also, a Budding Artist Competition is
integrated into the art show. This pro-
gram encourages all students in grades
6-12 or ages 9-19 to submit his/her
original and personally handmade art
that is publicly displayed within the art
show duration of the event. On Sunday,
January 7 at 3 p.m., there are $250 cash
awards presented as students begin to
learn the rules and are exposed to the entrepreneurship opportunity of doing art

shows for a living.
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years ago when it was more than

Leaders
need to

step-it-up

*® in 2024

' Perhaps national

and global leaders
should make their
own resolutions

See Legacy, page 2 for the common

Admission is free, however, $5 parking supports arts and education and is good for
in-and-out access for the duration of the art show.

good. Let’s explore
a wish list for
leaders to adopt
in the New Year.

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
rusovich@Ibknews.com

As we enter 2024, it’s a good time
for hope and resolutions. While it’s
customary to
have our own
individual
New Year’s
aspirations,
perhaps
national and
global lead-
should

their
own resolu-

ers
make

tions for the

common good. Let’s explore a wish
list for leaders to adopt in the New
Year.

May we all hope and pray for
peace in the Middle East. The bar-
baric assault by Hamas on innocent
Israeli men, women and children
has reminded us that evil still lurks
in the 21st century. Many innocent
Palestinian civilians are subsequent-
ly being killed while Israel justifi-
ably takes out thousands of Hamas
fighters. Resolving that Hamas
ceases to exist, and that moderate
Arab nations and Israel find peace
in 2024, would provide greater har-
mony and stability in the Middle
East, and thus the entire world.

And while making resolutions
for global conflicts, may we also
hope for an end to Vladimir Putin’s
unprovoked assault on Ukraine.
This unjust war has killed tens of
thousands of Ukrainian civilians.
On the other side of the world,
China’s warmongering Xi Jinping
and the Chinese Communist Party
have become yet another threat to
global peace. May 2024 bring an
end to the Putin and Xi regimes,
and may both iconic nations see
more peaceful leaders emerge.

Back home, may we hope that
President Biden resolves to protect

See Opinion, page 12
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30 percent. Many factors make a natural recovery of Florida’s Coral Reef unlikely and nearly
impossible on a timescale relevant to humans. The recovery of function on Florida’s Coral

Reef is likely now entirely dependent upon adaptive management and proactive science-based
restoration.

Stress Event of 2023

Florida’s Coral Reef experienced record-breaking heat waves starting in July, with tempera-
tures in adjacent backreef areas reaching temperatures above 100°E When waters stay too hot
(>87 degrees F) for too long, many corals become stressed and can expel the symbiotic algae,
called zooxanthellae, living inside their tissues. These algae give coral its beautiful color and
provide the coral with food. Without it, corals appear white and can die if the stress persists.
The heat, coupled with high salinity and low oxygen, presented an unprecedented stress event
that took its toll on coral reefs and coral fragments in offshore nurseries.

With the help of more than 70 staff members, six Mote research vessels, and immense sup-
port from the Keys community, Mote was able to quickly and carefully transport thousands of
stressed and dying corals from its offshore nurseries in Sand Key, Looe Key, Islamorada, and
Key Largo, in a matter of days to its three land-based coral nurseries on Summerland Key, Key
Largo, and Islamorada, as well as to its 200-acre Sarasota-based Mote Aquaculture Research
Park.

By late August, Mote had taken in thousands of pieces of coral. Among those were several
endangered species, including staghorn and elkhorn coral and other major reef-building boul-
der, brain, and star corals. However, Mote strategically left a small subset of genotypes from
several species in its offshore nurseries to put them to the test.

“While we lost coral in this event, we also witnessed coral that, despite the intense stress
event, survived, thrived, and some that never even bleached. We want to pay particular atten-
tion to these corals as we look to the future of science-based coral reef restoration,” said Mote’s
Coral Reef Restoration Research Program Manager, Dr. Jason Spadaro.

What’s Next...
Expert staff worked diligently to aid in the recovery of the evacuated stressed and dying cor-
als, and Mote scientists have begun to slowly return the thousands of surviving evacuated coral

back into its offshore nurseries.

“Mote has invested in science-based coral reef restoration and research for over 30 years in
the Florida Keys and around the world,” said Dr. Michael P. Crosby, Mote president and chief
executive officer. As a result, we were equipped with the land-based infrastructure and highly
experienced science staff to provide tens of thousands of corals a safe place to grow until condi-
tions improved on the reef.”

Mote follows strict protocols outlined by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as the corals are
returned to Mote’s offshore nurseries. These protocols include a veterinarian health certifica-
tion of all evacuated corals before they can be returned to offshore nurseries. Once cleared and
reintroduced to the offshore nurseries, the corals undergo a 30-day observation period before
being reassessed by Mote staff and cleared for restoration purposes such as microfragmentation
and eventual outplanting onto Florida’s Coral Reef.

Interior Design by Potthast Design. Custom Cabinetry by Campbell Cabinetry Designs Inc.
Sands Point, Longboat Key

941-925-3723

Longboat Key Showroom

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands.

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

KB CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!

Seaplace, Longboat Key

Bringing your vision to life. ..

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers,
expert carpenters, project management and more. We will bring
your vision to life from first conversation to job completion.

Full Condo & Home Remodeling
Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondse S | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan

REALTOR - 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GLOBAL LUXURY MARKETING AGENT

941-928-2922

NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com
www.nichollemckiernan.com

PINTO COLLECTION

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY - 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION $8,995,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor

plan, highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be
impressed. Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY - 6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous
DSDG Architect desighed home is a rare find. Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF,
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout.
Architect designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

SEAWARD HOMES

SIESTA KEY - HIGEL AVE. $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf

front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023

WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

PATRICK DIPINTO

PREMIUM CUSTOM
HOME BUILDER

WEST OF TRAIL &
BARRIER ISLANDS

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM | 941.388.2021

53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236 | #CBC1253416
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent ro Town Hall that address Longboatr Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Underground Project update: December 2023

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Below is the end of December 2023 update for the Underground Project. Work continues
in Phases 2, 3, and 4, and the next update is planned for late January 2024. We are close in
Phase 2, but not quite there. Additional information is below:

Phase 2

All existing and new transformers in Phase 2 have been installed and are set. Wilco is still
awaiting the final 10 switch authorizations from FPL to complete the load transfer of the final
residential/commercial conversions in Phase 2. These are primarily on Ed Lee Lane and one
on Cedar Street. Once the switch orders are authorized, those 10 conversions will be com-
pleted. Once that happens and the load is completely transferred, Wilco will be finishing the
transition of the existing high-voltage cable to interface with the new underground upon FPL
approval. These also involve a step-wise process. Once the high voltage underground cables
are off the poles is when the overhead lines will be de-energized. At this time, FPL is targeting
mid-January to begin Phase 2 pole removals within neighborhoods areas while the high-voltage
cable transitions are completed.

Phase 3

All Phase 3 Gulf of Mexico Drive feeders have been energized; this is from Ace Hardware
down to the Phase 1 project boundary at Country Club Shores. All of Longboat Key Estates
has been converted. About 80% of Buttonwood is now converted. Transformers have and will
continue to be energized throughout Phase 3 while working around the eleven (11) existing

View our
Menu
Reservations
Suggested

[
www.HarrysKitchen.com ¢ 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

Growing in Jesus’ Name

A\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men'’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

WINTER CONCERT SERIES

Sunday - January 14, 2024 - 2:00PM

String Quartet Concert

On Sunday, January 14, acclaimed violinist Stewart Kitts will bring his String Quartet to our
first Winter Concert. Stewart has performed two popular recitals for us in the past. He has put
together his group with three of the finest musicians in the Southeastern United States. This
program promises to inspire, dazzle and deliver a complete range of musical emotions.

Stewart Kitts
Violinist

Sandy Kitts
Violinist

Abby Collins Daniel Cortes
Cellist Violinist

CONCERTS & PARKING ARE FREE ° VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. * 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org

transformers that need to be replaced and activated. Final switch orders and conversions will
occur for those remaining 11 and their respective areas once they are received and installed.
Estimates continue to be first quarter of 2024.

Phase 4 (similar to Sept. 26 update)

All Phase 4 undergrounding infrastructure work remains complete. All new Phase 4 trans-
formers have been terminated and installed, with the exception of a transformer on backorder
for 5155 GMD (Outrigger). All vista switches have been installed, terminated and are ready for
energizing. Wilco, through FPL, is awaiting manufacture, programming and delivery to replace
13 existing transformers to properly integrate with new equipment. FPL is working to acquire
the additional transformers, and their estimates continue to be the first quarter of calendar year
2024 for receipt. Then installation and conversion proceeds. Wilco has indicated that Phase 4
switching has to wait until Phase 2 is complete, per the FPL load switching control center. This
is due to the complexities of switching and load management on the feeders. The challenge is
that Phase 4 is wedged between Phase 2 and 3.

Comcast & Frontier

Comcast Phase 2 work is complete. Phase 3 and 4 work is in progress. According to
Frontier, Frontier work in the final part of Phase 2, which for them is Bayou Hammock, is
complete, and wreck out (demo) from those poles is planned to happen as soon as possible.
Frontier is also working through Phase 3 mobile home parks to ensure all homes are connected
for the entire park so that the aerial facilities can be removed. For Phase 4, Frontier requires
one final install on Companion Way, pending mangrove permitting, and then removals from
FPL poles can begin.

Town Fiberoptic Network

Tennis Center, Bayfront Park, Public Works and South Fire Station (No. 92) are all now on
the active Town fiberoptic network. We anticipate the remainder of the Town facilities to be
fully activated on the Town network within January 2024.

Town Conduit and Streetlight Infrastructure for Lease

AT&T is submitting their site license exhibits for the eight (8) Town streetlight locations they
would like to attach to. We are negotiating with them on lease of Town conduit.

Hotwire Communications has agreed in principle to leasing Town waterway conduits under
Longboat Pass and New Pass. Draft conduit lease agreements have been developed by the Town
Attorney’s office.

Backlit Street Name Signs

Final sign proofs and names have been confirmed with Wilco. Poles are on order. Pendiné

See Letters, page

This extraordinary riverfront property provides an
idyllic setting to build your dream home. Featuring
approximately 100 feet of meandering frontage on
the Manatee River, this location offers seamless boat
access to the Gulf of Mexico with NO FIXED BRIDGES.

The property features a BRAND-NEW dock extending
200 feet into deep water, ensuring boat access at any
tide. Additionally, a 200-square-foot waterside deck is
perfect for family fishing adventures or just enjoying
spectacular Sunsets over the water. Encompassing
nearly an acre, this expansive lot offers abundant
space, allowing you the opportunity to bring your
personal vision to life and construct the home of your
dreams.

The building envelope, situated in an X zone, offers
diverse construction possibilities.

RICHARD CAPPS

941.920.7500

richardcapps2000@gmail.com
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YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private
beach access features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s
walk. The main level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room,
dining area and wet bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths. The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an
expansive balcony with a gas grill overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER

941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

Walter Group, Longboat locals and
connected to the real estate market for over
20 years. Call us for more information on
off-market and pre-market homes and
condos that cannot be advertised.

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE in the gated resort-
style Tangerine Bay community on the southernmost tip of Longboat Key. the spacious condominium features soaring ceilings,
skylight, great room with gas fireplace, marble gallery for displaying artwork, and private gated courtyard. All bedrooms are
ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the primary suite and great room open to a tiled terrace where you can start your day with a cup
of coffee while watching the sunrise. An additional west-facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views.

ey _ ! LS L e o S s
511 SPINNAKER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY - SOLD AT LIST PRICE

Gorgeous 4BR/5BA, canal-front home in Country Club Shores, offering expansive
open spaces and seamless indoor/outdoor living. New composite dock with jet
ski and 30,000 Ib. lift, with direct access to the ICW. SOLD $3,495,000

$5,000,000

Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-
de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy Lagoon, on
the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic
views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot
is a 3-bedroom, 4,157-SF home, which could be renovated or removed

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY

creating a build site for an incredible custom home.
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receipt, Wilco anticipates being able to start installations in approximately 2 - 3 months.

Street Lighting

Phase 2 has eight (8) lights in the neighborhoods where an overhead electric line is in the
way, and Phase 3 has six (6) lights in the neighborhoods where an overhead electric line is
in the way. Once de-energized and wires removed by FPL, these can be installed. Also, a
Purchase Order has been issued for additional Gulf of Mexico Drive (SR 789) highway lights.

Locations to be determined and then design and permitting can commence.

Hurricane Idalia
FPL will be providing a response to the Town after the Ist of the year.
Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Underground Project update: December 2023

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Thanks for this report. It is encouraging that FPL expects to begin Phase 2 pole removals
in mid-January, but it makes me nervous when there are still three intervening steps that need
to be accomplished first (switch authorizations, conversion completions, and transition of hi-
voltage cables to interface with underground). In fact, any use of the worry “interface” makes
me worry. I would also begin to ask for delivery dates for the transformers need for Phases 3
and 4, as they should be nearly manufactured by now. Good luck, and we look forward to
wires/poles down.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Underground Project update: December 2023
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

SAVE!
35% OFF

SHUTTERS e ROLLEIR & SLAR SHDES
BLINDS e CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri9 amto 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com

941-360-9200

4551 N Washington Blvd.

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437

Thank you Mr. Mayor, we appreciate the feedback. The beginning of FPL pole removals
projected for mid-January are going to be in areas that are already fully completed in Phase
2, such that they are not affected by the remaining three elements of the 10 conversions, the
overhead to underground transitions, and the switch orders for same. As far as the Phase 3 and
4 transformers, yes, we have been and will continue to ask for more concrete delivery dates now
that we will be in to 2024. Thank you!

Howard Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Storm Damage

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Do we have any damage evaluation from last weekend’s storm yet? I understand a number
of insurance claims have already been made by homeowners with water in their homes, some
of whom had just completed repairs from Idalia. Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Storm Damage

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Beyond Chief Dezzi’s summary right after the storm cleared, Charlie is reviewing the beaches
today and we'll fly a drone to get shots that will compare our coast today to what it was before
Idalia and the recent winter storm. There were no dune wash overs that were aware of and
any cleanup (relatively small) was handled by Town staff. Due to the power outages during the
storm, Utilities utilized generators for several of the lift stations. No other damage to Town
infrastructure to report.

We have heard from several homeowners about water damage, all in the usual low lying areas
that we have come to expect. Chief Dezzi did provide pictures of some of the areas that saw
flooding and we'll utilize those along with our Idalia pictures as part of the stormwater and
resiliency grant applications.

See Letters, page 8
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Public Notice
Town of Longboat Key
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Due to the resignation of Commissioner Deborah Murphy, there is a va-
cancy on the Longboat Key Town Commission for Commission District 5.
To qualify to serve, you must be a registered voter and reside in District 5.

Longboat Key

> District 5
o 5
i .
%"o“

>
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*«%"_ ;
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Michasl Bamnatt
Buparvisar of ELections

Interested District 5 electors are encouraged to send a resume and
letter of intent to Trish Shinkle, Town Clerk, at the address below. The
deadline to submit your resume and letter of intent is 12:00 p.m. (noon)
on Friday, January 12, 2024.

The Town Commission will hold a Special Meeting on January 22, 2024, at
11:30 a.m. at Town Hall, 501 Bay Isles Road, to appoint a qualified District
5 elector to fill the vacancy. The individual appointed will be sworn in
at the January 22, 2024, Special Meeting. This position will be filled by
the person appointed by the Commission to serve until the March 2025
General Municipal Election, in accordance with Article Il, Section 8, of the
Town Charter.

Documents should be sent to the attention of Town Clerk Trish Shinkle, 501
Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228, or can be e-mailed to tshinkle@
longboatkey.org.

Trish Shinkle, Town Clerk
Published: 12-08-2023, 12-15-2023, 12-22-2023, 12-29-2023

Ads that work... Call LBK News 387-2200
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hotworks.org Sa 'dS Ota

Fine Art Sho

January 6 & 7

@hotworksartshows www.facebook.com/hotworksartshows Tara Funk Grim, Painting

Juried Fine Art & Craft Show - Something For Everyone
Great Food! Live Music! ~ Sat & Sun 10-5 Dally
Free Admission; $5 Parking Supports for't%’:'i?:f

Educahon
st INC.

5500 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
While at the show be sure to visit the Youth Art Competition for Grades K-8 or Ages 5-13!
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The storm was not a declared event at any level (federal,
state, or local). Manatee did activate to a limited level two
and we had several conversations with them (which was good
practice).

As soon as Charlie’s beach summary is available, we'll for-
ward to the Commission.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Storm Damage
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Thanks, Tip. Hopefully, we will have a break in the action
for a few months now. Have a great holiday.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Storm Damage
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Do we have any damage evaluation from last weekend’s
storm yet? I understand a number of insurance claims
have already been made by homeowners with water in their
homes, some of whom had just completed repairs from Idalia.
Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Storm Damage

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Beyond Chief Dezzi's summary right after the storm
cleared, Charlie is reviewing the beaches today and we'll fly a
drone to get shots that will compare our coast today to what
it was before Idalia and the recent winter storm. There were
no dune wash overs that we're aware of and any cleanup (rela-
tively small) was handled by Town staff. Due to the power
outages during the storm, Utilities utilized generators for
several of the lift stations. No other damage to Town infra-
structure to report.

We have heard from several homeowners about water
damage, all in the usual low lying areas that we have come
to expect. Chief Dezzi did provide pictures of some of the
areas that saw flooding and we'll utilize those along with our
Idalia pictures as part of the stormwater and resiliency grant
applications.

The storm was not a declared event at any level (federal,
state, or local). Manatee did activate to a limited level two
and we had several conversations with them (which was good
practice).

As soon as Charlie’s beach summary is available, we'll for-
ward to the Commission.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Rew JAcws
Saragota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200

www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid
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Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen,
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid
ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

Storm Damage

To: Longboat Key Commission

I was speaking with a resident on Gulfbay Road (bordering
Durante Park) this morning who had two feet of water in
her house last weekend, after completing repairs after Idalia.
Others on her street had the same problem and, she said,
many in the Village were also flooded again. There is a move-
ment among some to contact mymanatee.org/report damage
etc. in an effort to get last weekend’s storm to be named in
which case FEMA may make repair money available, and
possibly money for structure elevation. Are we aware of this
program and, if it’s real, can we help facilitate residents” access
to it and its funding?

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

New law in 2024

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Deborah Murphy

I work for WWSB ABC 7 in Sarasota. I recently saw where
you said you were resigning your position on the Longboat
Key Commission due to the new law that goes into effect in
2024.

I know other towns across the state are having similar situ-
ations with commissioners leaving due to the new law. Would
you be available to speak with us about this change and why
this new law will be discouraging a lot of potential people
from wanting to run for a position such as yours?

See Letters, page 11

JEFF RHINELANDER

-685-3590 | jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO

941-893-7203 | courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

LUXURY LIVING ON A WORLD-CLASS LEVEL | THE RITZ-CARLTON RESIDENCES
401 QUAY, RESIDENCE #1101 | OFFERED FOR $7,795,000

STUNNING BAY
AI‘\ID bIT\ VIEWS

PRIVATE ELEVATOR ACCESS
2 PREMIER PARKING SPACES
UPGRADED FEATURES
BUILT-IN CUSTOM CABINETRY

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

OF OUTDOOR PATIO
WET BAR

LUXURIOUS RETREAT WITH BREATHTAKING VIEWS
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR UNIT 808 | OFFERED FOR $3,395,000

MASTER BEDROOM WITH BAY VIEW
SPACIOUS WALK-IN CLOSETS

TENNIS COURTS

THREE COVERED TERRACES FITNESS CENTER

JR OLYMPIC SIZED POOL
CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE
MINUTES FROM

ST ARMANDS CIRCLE

LUXURY LIVING MEETS MODERN COMFORT
417 PHEASANT WAY | PENDING AT $2,399,500

SALTWATER POOL
BRAND NEW PRIMARY AC UNIT
WHOLE-HOUSE WATER SOFTENER

HETIbULOthY MAINTAINED

VAULTED CEILINGS SYSTEM

SKYLIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE HOME
CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEM
BACKYARD LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
SYSTEM

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR

443F John Ringling Blvd

| Sarasota, FL 34236
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
1 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#61 1,389 $1,375,000 2 2 0 62 $1,150,000
1300 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#304 1,864 $2,250,000 2 2 0 88 $1,900,000
2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M1-304 1,532 $1,200,000 3 2 0 159 $1,175,000

b

2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M1-304

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach

World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

-
—

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

pe your private tour. 941.387.1661 '
mbership@LongboatKeyClub.com. - =

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Dec. 22

Fire on the beach

6:11 p.m.

Officer Swinford was dispatched to an illegal fire on the
beach near the 5200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Longboat
Key Fire Department was on scene prior to Officer Swinford’s
arrival. The Fire Department advised that the person was using
a permitted grill on the beach and there were no issues found.
The complainant was advised that no violation of a city ordi-
nance was taking place. Case clear.

Drone on the beach

7:15 p.m.

Officer Swinford was dispatched to the 5200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to
a subject flying a drone on the beach. Officer Swinford spoke with the complainant on the
phone. It was explained to the complainant that flying a drone on the beach is not a violation
of a city ordinace. Case clear.

Dec. 23

Injured pelican

12:02 p.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to Harbourside Drive in reference to an injured pelican.
Upon his arrival, Officer Mathis located the injured pelican and directed staff from Save Our
Seabirds to its location. No further police services needed for the incident. Case clear.

Dec. 24

Jet skis adrift

12:33 p.m.

Officer Pescuma while on patrol in the area of Bayou Sound and saw two jet skis that were
adrift. One jet ski was found at Fair Oaks Way and the second jet ski was found at Bayou
Circle. Both jet skis were secured to the pier at each residence. A preliminary investigation was
conducted to locate the homeport of the jet skis and the owner. Officer Pescuma identified a
boat lift that appeared to be built for two jet skis and a vessel at Bayou Circle. After running
the vessel registration, Officer Pescuma found the owner who lived on Bayou Circle. Officer
Pescuma inquired with the neighbor at Bayou Circle to see if they had contact information for
the owner. The neighbors gave Officer Pescuma a cell phone number for the owner and he was
able to make contact with the owner via cell phone and he confirmed that he is the owner and
will be in tomorrow to retrieve the jet skis. Case clear.

Dec. 25

Locked car

7:11 p.m.

Officer Miklos received a message from Sarasota Sheriff’s Office dispatch advising that a
Ford had the keys locked inside at the 2800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive at the beach access.
Officer Miklos spoke to the driver who advised the car was a rental and he was waiting for the
rental car and was unsure of when they would arrive. Officer Miklos advised Officer Martinson
of the vehicle. Case clear.

Dec. 26

Civil disturbance

3:15 p.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Sands Point Road for a civil disturbance call. Upon
arrival, Officer Nazareno made contact with the complainant, the property manager who
advised that he received multiple complaints from residents about a man and woman yelling
at each other from one of the units. He also advised that both parties left the location prior to
Officer Nazareno’s arrival. Officer Nazareno then made contact with one of the homeowners
of the unit, the woman, who advised that her son was arguing with the lady they hired to clean

regarding the payment. Prior to leaving the property, both
parties came back within minutes of each other. The man was
interviewed by Sgt. Smith and Officer Nazareno interviewed
the cleaner who advised that she had cleaned the unit twice
within the last month and was written a check by the man and
that it did not clear when she attempted to deposit the check
int eh bank. She then returned to the unit to ask for a different
type of payment.

Dec. 27

Raccoon

9:59 p.m.

Officer Swinford was dispatched to Hornblower Lane in reference to an animal problem.
Animal control arrived on scene prior to Officer Swinford’s arrival and took possession of the
raccoon. Case clear.

Dec. 28

Noise

11:39 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier responded to the 4700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a noise com-
plaint. The complainant stated that approximately six people were swimming on the pool after
hours causing a noise disturbance. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsaier checked the pool area and
parties were gone on arrival. Officer Ramsaier did observe noise stemming from one of the
units, knocked on the door and advised the resident of the noise ordinance. He said he will
close the window and keep it down. Case clear.

Ads that work... 941.387.2200
SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast - Easy - Safe
We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CASH
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle

Reviews

Place louh Bets!

ONE EYED JACKS 2\
POKER ROOM

7O TVS - SIMULCASTING

Wotch and wager on
thoroughbred & greyhound
trocks from acress the cauntry

LIVE ACTION CASH GAMES

TEXAS HOLD 'EM

DAILY & MONTHLY 7 CARD STUD + OMAMA

TOURNAMENTS
VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD
SARASOTA, FL 34233

SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT
MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM

WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
941-355-7744 EXT 1001
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Letters, from page 8

Scott Draper
Assignment Desk
WWSB ABC 7

Parking at Bayfront Park

To: Longboat Key Commission

Everything but the Frontier space is completed. We are get-
ting the signage for the Frontier parking and putting in park-
ing stops in that space. That should be finished in the next
couple of weeks. This individual sent the same note to many
of us and I responded as did Isaac.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Parking at Bayfront Park

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Have the new parking spaces been added at Bayfront Park
yet?

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Parking at Bayfront Park

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

I rent a space for my kayak at Bayfront Park for over $300/
year. Given the number of kayak slots, it seems like the Town
of Longboat Key is getting significant income from the kay-
akers. However, in season, there are times when the kayakers
cannot find a parking space. Is it possible to add more park-
ing or reserve a couple spaces for kayak users? Thank you.

Beth Gotthel

Longboat Key

Save Our Seabirds

To: Sarasota City Attorney Robert Fournier
Please see below for a response. Thank you.
Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Downtown Parking

To: Sarasota City Commission

While recognizing that Commissioner Arroyo’s concern was
“predatory towing,” I wonder if we should be more focused
on regulation of commercial parking lots, rather than limit
ourselves to regulation of the towing companies. I believe
what we consider to be “predatory” towing originates when
parking lot management authorizes towing that vehicle own-
ers don’t expect.

Do we regulate the circumstances under which towing from
a commercial parking lot may occur? For example, how soon
after a legally parked vehicle’s time expires may it be towed?
Is the Commercial Parking Lot required to prominently post
that information?

Would you please provide a copy of the current ordinance
covering Commercial Parking Lots that addresses this issue. I
suspect we will want to consider modifications to ensure that
vehicle owners are afforded a “reasonable” grace period and
adequate notification of the towing policy.

Debbie Trice

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Noise Disturbance Again

To: Sarasota City Vice Mayor Jen Ahearn-Koch

Hope you and your loved ones are enjoying the holidays.
While we have not been subjected to any further drumming
from 1569 7th St since the meeting held between some of
the residents, Chris and Sgt. Luciano, the noisy late night
parties have continued. The attached recording was made on
Saturday, December 23, 2023. The festivities lasted until a
licle past 4 a.m.

There have been 3 other parties prior to this one since the
meeting, although not quite as loud (they were still enough to
disturb the peace).

Since we were threatened with a harassment suit by Chris if
we called the police on him again, the residents here are too
afraid to lodge a complaint. I would have called, but I was just
too exhausted to do so, as I would have had to meet with the
officer and it was already so very late.

Since this person moved into 1569 7th St, about 18 months
ago, he has made our lives miserable. We understand that we
live in a city and that ambient noise is to be expected, but this
isn’t normal. It is disruptive. It is aberrant. This is a residential

section of the Rosemary District and as such we should be
protected from these types of disturbances, but we are not.
I'm asking again that something be done to curtail this blatant
disregard for the health and wellbeing of long-standing city
residents. Thank you and a Happy New Year to you all.

Tina Steele

Sarasota

Communications Report

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Please see the attached Communications report for
November 2023. November highlights include a successful
outreach campaign for the Boulevard of the Arts and 10th
Street complete streets survey and tremendous media and
public response to announcing the Bobby Jones Golf Club
and Nature Park grand reopening celebration in December.
Happy Holidays!

Jan Thornburg

Communications General Manager

City of Sarasota

Look at 2023; what to expect in 2024

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
I figured I'd take a few minutes to highlight some of the
events and activities that the SBEP has been a part of during
2023, and then to briefly introduce a few tasks we'll be carry-
ing out in 2024. These highlights don’t include the day-to-
day tasks of preparing and hosting TAC, CAC, Management

Life in
PARADISE!-

\
WINDWARD BAY

4870 GULF OF MEXICO DR,, #V-12
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

This end unit Villa, with great beach to
bay access, features ample windows
that allow views of Sarasota Bay. Grill §
on your patio before heading to the
beaches to witness some of the most
breathtaking sunsets and mesmerizing
turquoise water. You could also get
in your boat and head out on the
water for some fishing or dolphin and
manatee watching. Windward Bay has |
two marinas with 28 boat and jet ski
slips, and 26 acres of grounds.

2BR/2BA | 973 SF
Don’t miss out!

You will want to call this your next
home. CALL US TODAY!

Earl Larson & Tryla Brown Larson

and Policy Board meetings, meeting with the public and
media outlets, nor the work involved to get projects up and
running, or the various and regular reporting we do for EPA
and others, but instead to highlight larger accomplishments
that occurred these last 12 months.

2023

First ever sunset cruise with CAC! In appreciation of them
volunteering their time and expertise, SBEP staff coordinated
a sunset cruise on the bay with the CAC — a huge hit!

Presentation to Sarasota County Commissioners on the
science behind the potential benefits (and caveats) associated
with reestablishing the historical tidal connection between
Little Sarasota Bay and the Gulf of Mexico

Successful completion of Program Evaluation by EPA. This
included the production of a 60+ page report to highlight
adherence with EPA guidance for NEPs, a site visit by EPA
staff from both Atlanta and Washington, DC, and the formal
presentation of findings to our Policy Board. Our PE report
has been passed on to NEP directors with NY/N]J Estuary
Program and Santa Monica Bay NEP as an example of a suc-
cessful effort — using the new EPA methods and format.

Successfully developing contracts with local stakeholders
to disburse nearly $100,000 in financial support for the Bay
Partners Grant Program

Through a combination of support from the Bay Guardians
Program and the Bay Partners Grant Program, SBEP and its
partners created opportunities that allowed over 500 children

See Letters, page 12

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

941-962-1122

TrylaBrownLarson.com

/TrylaBrownLarson

Michael Saunders &

LICEMNSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
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from Title 1 schools to visit the bay and increase their understanding of the bay’s ecology

Once again successfully passing our external programmatic audit

Participation in the State of Florida’s Blue-Green Aglae Task Force meeting in Orlando, as
well as participating in the State’s Red Tide Task Force

Publication of a paper on Piney Point’s impacts on Sarasota Bay in the peer-reviewed scien-
tific journal Florida Scientist

Participation in EPA National Estuary Program meeting in Washington, DC. Received
guidance on properly providing Infrastructure Law documents and met with congressional
staff for US Congressmen Byron Donalds and Greg Steube, as well as US Senator Rick Scott.

Successful completion and approval (by Policy Board and EPA) of the SBEP’s Equity Plan
for Infrastructure Bill funds — which allows SBEP to pursue the remaining $2.7 million in
projects without requiring cash matches from local partners

Hosted FDEP on site visit to Sarasota Bay. While here, FDEP informed SBEP staff that
four of our waterbodies that were previously determined to be on the “impaired waters list” for
nutrients had improved sufficiently that they are now of FDEP’s draft “de-list list”

Site survey of Sarasota Bay with SWEFWMD staff involved with creating 2024 seagrass maps
— documented substantial increases in seagrass are likely to be found when the next maps come
out (likely in late 2024 or early 2025)

Successful completion and approval (by Policy Board and EPA) of BIL Workplan for FY24
to FY26 — laying out the restoration projects to be completed over the next few years using
Infrastructure Law funds.

Ribbon cutting event for FISH Preserve Phase 4 — which included Policy Board members
from Manatee County, City of Bradenton and City of Sarasota, along with the EPA Region 4
Administrator and dozens of others

2024

Building on the progress made in 2023, we intend to continue to press forward on imple-
menting projects that will continue the recent successes we've seen here. To that end, we are
looking to use BIL funds to complete some follow-up efforts on FISH Preserve, to complete
the second part of the GT Bray Park project, and to deploy 24 artificial reef modules in
Sarasota Bay. We also hope to initiate the final design and permitting phases of the shoreline
restoration and enhanced access project for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, and to restore
the boardwalk and public access to the SBEP’s > 20-year-old habitat restoration projects on
City Island and Quick Point.

We will continue to increase the size of our CAC, most likely, and will continue to play a
high-profile role on matters related to the bay’s health. We are also expecting to move forward
with some sort of Reasonable Assurance Plan / Water Quality Protection Plan for Sarasota Bay,
so that the hard-fought improvements in water quality were starting to see don’t disappear
again in the future.

There is an awful lot that we can do, locally, to create a healthy environment in Sarasota Bay.
And there is certainly high levels of support from both the public and our local elected officials
to implement the projects that are responsible for our recovering water quality. However...
Sarasota Bay’s water quality is strongly influenced by factors outside of our control, particularly
in the case of red tide. As an example, freshwater runoff from our watershed, and wastewater
influences as well, come into our bay at a salinity of 0 parts per thousand (ppt). In contrast,
the open waters of the Gulf of Mexico average around 35 ppt. So if a salinity value of 17.5
ppt is measured in a part of the bay, it means that half of that water came from runoff from
our watershed (and rainfall) and half came from the Gulf. Much or our bay has much higher

2023-2024

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
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9 Under The Sun To *°
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THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

411662-1

salinity values, however. For example, at a salinity of 30 ppt, that would suggest that about
85% of the water would be from the Gulf of Mexico. Why does this matter? Because although
humans don’t cause red tide, we can cause it to be worse. And the biggest influence on the
duration and intensity of red tides in Southwest Florida is the nutrient load delivered to our
nearshore coastal waters by the Caloosahatchee River. And not only are the nutrient loads
delivered from the Caloosahatchee River out of our control, but they also won't be effectively
reduced in a sufficient quantity any time soon. There is a lot of good that will arise with the
completion of the C-43 reservoir project in South Florida. But it appears that the total amount
of nitrogen load reduced won't be sufficient to make much of a difference in the intensity and
duration of red tide events. It’s not that it’s a bad project — certainly not. But the problems
with the Caloosahatchee are so huge that the C-43 project alone won't be enough to “fix” the
influence of that river on red tides. We need to retrofit the entire watershed, not just one
project (no matter how big) in one location).

We should continue to work to reduce our nutrient loads and increase the assimilative capac-
ity of Sarasota Bay for two general reasons: 1) in the absence of red tide events, this makes our
water quality better, and our bay healthier, and 2) if a red tide is advected into our bay, elevated
nutrient loads can make it worse. By far, the worst red tide event in Sarasota Bay in recent years
was the one that was centered around 2018. That year was also one in which we had over 200
million gallons of untreated and treated (but high nutrient) wastewater overflows coming into
our bay. The 2021 red tide event in Tampa Bay was made worse — the worst in 50 years in the
middle and upper bay — because of the 200 tons of nitrogen that was discharged into lower
Tampa Bay from Piney Point. So making our bay healthier is not only good for Sarasota Bay
during those times when we don’t have a red tide, it will likely help to keep red tide from being
worse than it would be if we had a nutrient-rich bay for red tide to encounter.

Hoping you and your families and friends have a great Holiday Break! I'm off all next week
— our nearly-graduated (UCF) daughter is visiting from Orlando, and I'm just not going to
worry about work during those days!

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

[KeyOpinion

Opinion, from page 1

and defend the U.S. border. The number of illegal migrants pouring through our southern
border is shocking: approximately 730,000 (almost double the population of Tampa) in the last
three months alone. Moreover, we have no way of knowing how many terrorists are crossing
the border unimpeded. And drug traffickers are moving large quantities of fentanyl through
the border, causing more than 70,000 American overdose deaths last year. The No. 1 resolution
for Mr. Biden must be to protect our borders and thus, our Homeland.

House Republicans should resolve to avoid childish fight over its leadership in 2024. Lord
knows we've all had enough of a handful of short-sighted, self-centered Congressmen and
Congresswomen playing petty political games to the detriment of both the Republican party
and the country.

How about the Biden Administration and Congress resolving to take action to boost
American pocketbooks by reigning in government spending and chipping away at the $33 tril-
lion debt? Since this Administration (as well as the previous one) and Congtress got us into this
inflationary mess by doling out trillions of unnecessary dollars, they should resolve to get us out
of it. Prices have risen faster than wages the last three years, thanks in large part to profligate
government spending. Treating taxpayer money preciously and meticulously is a resolution we
should all insist that the political class adopt.

Educators also can help society by resolving to educate fairly and objectively. There are so
many wonderful, dedicated teachers and professors throughout our country. Their successes
should not be sullied by ideologues in their ranks who could care less about teaching in a well-
rounded manner. Administrators dedicated to implementing social experiments on campus
should resolve to find other jobs. Alumni, donors and boards should resolve to return their
schools to institutional and educational integrity and fairness, and jettison those seeking to
indoctrinate rather than to educate.

The media is yet another institution which has come off the rails in the last two decades.
Publishers, editors and journalists should resolve to gather all pertinent facts of a story and do
the work required to report an issue fairly and accurately. Nothing but the facts, and not just
selective facts, please. Opinions belong on the Opinion page, not surreptitiously placed in a
news story.

As 2024 is a presidential election year, may all those officials involved in ensuring a fair and
honest election see to it that every vote is legitimate and accurately counted. And may each
candidate commit to accepting the results.

Relatedly, since former President Trump is a leading presidential contender facing multiple
legal challenges, may judges involved in the cases strictly abide by the law itself, and not politi-
cal beliefs. And may jurors overlook their own personal biases and be guided solely by the facts
of the case and the legal basis of the issues brought forward.

Back home, may Longboat Key remain beautiful, teeming with special bird species, a robust
turtle season, pure white beaches, and crystal blue Gulf water. We also can hope that the new
St. Regis takes its place in Key folklore by combining its 5-star elegance with a welcoming
“Colony” attitude toward locals.

Happy New Year! May your year be filled with joy, peace, health, happiness ... and fulfilled
resolutions!
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Trends to watch in 2024

We are seeing winemakers in many prestigious wine regions reducing volumes

of wine produced and raising prices.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Fearless predictions for the New Year always have uncertainties attached to them. Who in
early 2020, for example, would have thought that sales of on-premise (restaurants and bars)
alcoholic beverages would decrease from 20192 In hindsight, everyone realizes what happened
to on-premise sales in 2020.

We will focus on longer-term trends that may vary from
year to year but seem likely to continue for a number of years
due to demographic and socioeconomic trends. Our gaze into
a crystal ball tells us that sales of premium wines will increase
during 2024. CreditKarma estimates of median household
incomes show incomes increasing up to age 54.

The peak at age 54, we suspect, does not reflect any ten-
dency toward reduced incomes after age 54; instead, we
believe, it reflects a wave of increases in incomes of women that
are playing forward. This wave will push household incomes
for people over age 54 much higher in 2022 and afterwards.
Combine this income trend with the preference of women in
the USA over 55 for wine over spirits and beer, plus the trend
in households with incomes over $100,000 to upscale their
wine purchases (called by the ungainly phrase “premiumization”}, and you can take to the bank
a bet on increases in premium wine sales to women over 55 years old.

Some of the trends to watch merely continue trends that have persisted for a number of
years. While some young women opt for hot red wines and hard-edged whiskeys, the increas-
ing popularity of sparkling wines, Rose wines, fruit flavors and infusions in Vodka, botanical
Gins, spiced Rums, and flavored hard seltzers appears largely due to their appeal to women.

Men in the beef and California Cabernet Sauvignon camp divide into two groups. Those
over forty usually pay steakhouse dinner prices for the premiere Cabs. Those in their late twen-
ties and thirties tend to go for red meat or seafood with robust California Zinfandel, Argentine
Malbec, Australian Shiraz/Syrah, or Iralian Barola at costs of comparable wines around half
those of premiere Napa Cabs.

We see younger men more willing to explore emerging wine regions that offer crafted

2675 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #304 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
Beautifully renovated Gulf front 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom corner residence boasting 2,180 sq.
ft. of well-designed living space. The spacious living area is bathed in natural light with large
recently replaced windows that showcase the ocean views. Wake up to panoramic views of

the ocean and savor every moment in this serene retreat.
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$850,000

1350 MAIN ST., #803 ¢ SARASOTA
Live in this iconic building in the heart of downtown Sarasota with access to incredible ameni-
ties, shops, culinary experiences, and entertainment. This lovely poolside condo features sleek
design, thoughtfully selected upgrades, and an abundance of natural light. With 2 bedrooms
and 2 bathrooms this 8th floor condo layout flows together to maximize natural light and liv-
ability throughout.

wines (akin to craft beers) at budget prices. In the arena of red wines,
these include estate Tempranillo, say the 2018 Pesquera Ribera Del
Duero Tinto (Crianza $30) from the Ribiero Duero of Spain, or
a  Mourvedre/Mataro/Monastrell, say the 2019 Bodegas Enrique
Mendoza Estrecho Monastrell ($20) from Alicante, Spain.

We are seeing winemakers in many prestigious wine regions reduc-
ing volumes of wine produced and raising prices. This trend seems
likely to continue. Low quality red wines aren’ selling and higher
quality wines are. Winemakers understand these market signals. Now
seems a good time to look for moderately priced wines with aging
potential, say the 2021 Terrazas de los Andes Reserva Malbec ($18),
30th on the 2023 list of the Wine Spectators’ Top 100 wines.

We expect to see increases in sales of no-alcohol and low-alcohol
wines and “mocktails” to continue increasing as health and safety con-
cerns continue to affect younger and older consumers. The beverage
industry is assisting the trend by improving the choices available to
health-conscious drinkers.

We look forward to seeing how these trends evolve. Enjoy a health-
ier and safer 2024.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science
and epidemiology to help develop research databases for the Pentagon,
the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Agriculture, and
Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste
wines from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State,
and internationally from Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera
del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia,
and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.
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Choose The Anderson Group
for trusted, proven expertise

in every step of your real estate
experience.

The Anderson Group

Dianne Anderson
Real Estate Advisor

(941) 350-3513

Dianne.Anderson@compass.com
DianneAnderson.com

Compass Florida LLC
1575 Main Street, Sarasota, FL, 34236
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® Fresh local seafood
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4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL H’B’R’Ir\;’“’
In Historic Cortez Village 4p.m.-6p.m.
www.swordfishgrillcortez.com 941.798.2035
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LEIGHTON ALLENBY
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/ ¢ 239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby. [t s
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Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8
Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS
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ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Free Removal and Set Up |  sesasars

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
s Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet
MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

www.SleepKing.net

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00

SteffsStuffLBK.com
KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI

Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEELEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNON  387-9807

Time to schedule your
appointments for
the busy winter Season!

Taking extra COVID sanitation protocols.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941—387—0926CP A

GMD

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

¢ Injection Therapy
e Herbology

¢ Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM

* Massage

2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

Health Is Wealth
(941) 284-9563

Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator
Haircuts
Color
Highlights
Treatments
Ayurvedic Scalp
Massage

BOOK NOW AT: hairandearth.glossgenius.com

200 Central Ave e Suite 18 ¢ Downtown Sarasota

ORGANIC SALON

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery

Call Robert Moshy

941.925.1025
By appointment only

941.260.3232

'

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00

Reservations online at
connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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[KeyArchitecture

Country Club Shores

520 Chipping Lane
Longboat Key, FL 34228

Situated to experience morning sunrises and evening sunsets, every detail of this residence has been crafted to create a seamless fusion of style and function. Tall ceilings throughout create
an open and airy ambiance. Available fully furnished, this home offers 4,412 sq. ft. of living space with 4 bedrooms, each with an ensuite bath. The 5th bedroom, situated upstairs, serves as a
flexible 2nd office space. Additionally, there’s a downstairs office suitable for use as a workout or gym area. The kitchen features top-line appliances, Taj Mahal quartzite countertops and an extra-
large pantry with a workstation. Convenience is paramount, thanks to the elevator with 3 stops, allowing access to the garage level and both living levels. Outdoor living boasts large terraces, an
open pool with programmable lighting, a new seawall and a new dock with 16,000 Ib. boat lift. Offered for sale by Bruce Myer, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Realty, Longboat Key, for $5,975,000.
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Up to 3 Products!

PROMO CODE:
Algonot15

The Algonot® Family of Nutraceuticals were
developed based on extensive published
research by Prof. Theoharis Theoharides

Uniges Distary Supplemeni
0 Sottgads -
me_.2 P R Y

PhD, MD, are covered by numerous patents
and supported by clinical studies. They are
intended for individuals with unique dietary
requirements and sensitivities. The greatest
consideration is taken in the selection,
source and purity of ingredients in all
formulations for better health and safety.

o~ P~ e o |

. J%? ( *’ { ﬁ ;, { % J O @ Physician
Nl S &S (D b recommended
M0 FREE GLTEM FREE Dbk FREE 3t i

The Only Liposomal Formulation using Olive Pomace
Oil with a Unique Combination of Ingredients to:

Decrease free radical production*
Inhibit mast cell activation*
Promote immune system balance*

~»» Protect sensitive tissues*

~»> Reduce inflammation*

~»> Sharpen cognition*

~»» Strengthen memory*
T. C. Theoharides, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD
From Yale University
www.mastcellmaster.com

Let Nature Help You Be Your Best®

~»» Support Brain health*

GentleDerm® is a unique antioxidant lotion containing aloe, olive leaf,
chamomile and oregano extract together with the novel flavonoid,
tetramethoxyflavone, for dry, irritated or sensitive skin.

algonot.com ¢ 941-346-9002 e Toll free operator 24 hour 800-254-6668
feedback@algonot.com
430 Interstate Court e Sarasota e Florida ¢ 34240

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. These products are not Intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Ealkéand Cycles

The area’s largest selection of quality
electric bicycles. We will custom fit you
to your E bike to match your riding style.

Q 423 Suwanee Ave, Sarasotaq, Flarida

Ll ebikesandcycles.com Q (941)531-2453

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

- FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP -
Lj ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE L}

‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘
" OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM "

SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM
590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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SCAN FOR MORE. A%

JUST LISTED!

= e E =
HIDEAWAY BAY e 700 HIDEAWAY BAY LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL  $3,295,000

b I -
3408 WINDING OAKS DRIVE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,195,000
2BR/2.5BA e 2,039 SF e Completely renovated e Private Pool 3BR/3.5BA e 3,306 SF e Waterfront e Easy access to bay

SCAN FOR MORE
JUST LISTED!

s
GRAND BAY Ill e 3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #393 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $2,295,000
2BR+DEN/2.5BA e 2,580 SF e Direct Bayfront ¢ Complete designer remodel ¢ 2 Underbuilding parking spaces

5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,561 SF e First Level o Steps to the beach ¢ $1,295,000

SCAN FOR MORE

THE ATRIUM e 2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #543 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA e Direct Bay front views ¢ Updated ¢ $1,350,000

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES e 520 CHIPPING LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL THE ATRIUM e 2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #645 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
SBR+OFFICE/4.5BA * 4,412 SF e Waterfront e Built in 2022 ¢ $5,975,000 3BR/2.5BA e Designer interior ¢ 2 Covered Parking spaces ¢ $1,650,000

QUEENS HARBOUR ¢ 3520 FAIR OAKS LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL GRAND BAY | ¢ 3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #153 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
*3BR+DEN/3BA e 2,902 SF e Separate casita for guests ¢ $1,995,000 3BR/3.5BA e 2,550 SF e Full floor * Direct Bay views ¢ $1,999,500

SCAN FOR MORE

LONGBEACH e 7105 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL L AMBIANCE e 435 'AMBIANCE DR., #K905 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY , FL
2BR/2BA e 2 Dogs any size ® Furnished e $899,000 2 Parking spaces e Gulf, bay & golf course views ¢ $3,995,000

SCAN FOR MORE

Loy W ol - oW/ i~
SANDS POINT e 100 SANDS POINT RD., #211 GRAND BAY V e 3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532 VILLA DI LANCIA e 2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #211
LONGBOAT KEY, FL LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3BA ¢ $2,095,000

LIDO SHORES e 1130 CENTER PLACE
SARASOTA, FL LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e $849,000

Gulf views ¢ 2BR/2BA e $1,495,000
Within the gates of the Longboat Key Club Views of the golf course, and Sarasota Bay

13,000 SQ. FT. +/- Lot ¢ $2,290,000
Situated in the iconic school of architecture enclave Walkdown to beach e Gulf views

grw WREAU—OR@ /
COLDWELL
BANKER

Bruce@BruceMyer.com « www.BruceMyer.com
595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250

94137653 1 1 LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

FOR THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF EXCLUSIVE LONGBOAT KEY LISTINGS...
: LONGBOAT KEY FOR SALE

Subscribe to our
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