
Downtown
is Hopping!

Honors for
Educators

Seasoned Driver

2026 - First Quarter

ALLEN PARK 2026 DOWNTOWN GUIDE INSIDE!



AGENCY NAME  
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

we care about your 
community. because it’s 
our community too.
simple human sense

8258 Allen Rd., Allen Park, MI 48101
313-278-3800 • getsmithinsurance.com

3 Lines Max For Agency Info
City • 000.000.0000

bestinsuranceagency.com



in Partnership with the

MUSEUM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 734-699-7008

WCCCD’s partnership with the Detroit Institute of  Arts offers WCCCD student programs at no cost and 
complimentary transportation for adults 55 and over. Experience something new every month, including 

tours of  the collection, art talks, art-making, films, and music. Each program is followed by a 
complimentary reception featuring light refreshments.

These field trips are offered at no cost.  
To register, Downriver Campus - contact Grace Kowalski at 734-699-7008 ext. 5283 or gkowals2@wcccd.edu

MELODIES AT THE MUSEUM
Join us at the DIA for a series of musical performances-just for senior groups! All 

performances start at 1:00 p.m. and include post performance to-go refreshments.
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MUSEUM EXPERIENCE(S):  
12:00 NOON 
Bus Pick Up at Downriver Campus 

12:15 P.M. 
Departure Time 

1:00 P.M. 
Estimated Arrival Time 

1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
Musical Performance 

2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Self-Guided Visit 

3:00 P.M. 
Departure (Cookies to Go) 

Downriver Campus 
21000 Northline Rd. 

Taylor, MI 48180
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ANGELA HOSPICE

APEX HEARTH & 
OUTDOOR SYSTEMS

THIS year marks the sixth anniversary for Allen Park 
Today magazine, first published in June of 2020. 
The magazine provides residents and businesses 

with helpful information and articles about city 
operations, our employees, residents, businesses, local 
events, school events, and things that impact our 
community and our lives.

Please keep this publication for reference. It is 
especially important for those who do not access the 
internet. The magazine contains contact information for 
city departments, the trash collection schedule, 
calendars of events, and the answers to many of your 
questions. We also encourage you to visit the city’s 
website, and the many 
official city Facebook 
pages for important 
information and 
announcements.

The fiscal year 2026-
2027 budget process is 
underway, and we are 
planning for capital 
improvements to 
infrastructure, equipment 
maintenance and project 
development. We remain 
conservative in our 
planning, respecting the fluctuations in our economy. 
Our departments and administration work together to 
ensure Allen Park continues to improve and provide for 
our employees while remaining financially stable.

The renovation of our fire department, which began in 
January of 2025, will reach completion this year. 
Department personnel have moved into their new living 
quarters and the addition and refinements are 
progressing.

Exciting news for this year is that on Saturday, May 30, 
the Historical Commission is hosting a ribbon cutting 
and grand re-opening of the Historical Museum. The 
event will take place from noon to 4 p.m. Please watch 
for announcements.

As always, we welcome your suggestions for future 
articles. Allen Park Today is delivered to all homes and 
businesses in Allen Park. Copies are also available at 
city hall, the library, and online at http://www.
communitypublishing.com/allen-park-today.

Gail McLeod, Mayor

From the
MAYOR

313-381-2665
3971 Fort Street, 
Lincoln Park, MI

OWNER: 
DOUG MONTGOMERY

Celebrating 25 Years Serving Allen Park

313-388-8888313-388-8888
Coupons Available @ ReliableAutoServiceCenter.com
Licensed and insured, proudly servicing Downriver for 25 years!

RELIABLE AUTO SERVICE CENTER
Our focus is to provide you trustworthy service at a fair price!

NEED ICE-COLD AIR?
COMPLETE EVAC & RECHARGE AC

R134 Front Air $149.95
Front & Rear $189.95

1234YF $300 + $115 per lb

17250 Ecorse Road, Allen Park, MI

“Reliable Auto Service Center had quick service with a friendly staff. 
Thank you for the service and dedication to taking care of my truck.” 
- Craig Scrupsky



ED WURTZBACHER
City Council Member

DAN LOYD
City Council Member

TIM ESTHEIMER
Treasurer

Contact Information
Website: www.cityofallenpark.org

City Facebook: City of Allen Park – Government

Police Department Facebook: Allen Park Police Department

Fire Department Facebook: Allen Park Fire Department

Library Facebook: Allen Park Public Library

Recreation Facebook: Allen Park Parks & Recreation/
Community Center

DDA Facebook: Allen Park DDA

City Cable Channel: WOW – 10 & Comcast – 12

CodeRED: Text ALLENPARKALERTS to 99411

City Departments/Location
Police Department

Non-Emergency: (313) 386-7800

Fire Department 
Non-Emergency: (313) 928-0024

City Hall
Main Number: (313) 928-1400

Parks & Recreation/Community Center 
Main Number: (313) 928-0771

Allen Park Public Library
Main Number: (313) 381-2425

Department of Public Services (DPS)
Public Services: (313) 928-0550
Water & Sewer: (313) 928-3393
Priority Waste: (586) 228-1200

Allen Park Historical Museum
allenparkhistoricalmuseum@gmail.com

MICHAEL I. MIZZI 
City Clerk

MATTHEW VALERIUS
City Council Member

NANCY KNICK
Council Mayor Pro Tem

GAIL McLEOD
Mayor

Elected Of� cials

GERALD BARR JR.
City Council Member

GARY SCHLACK
City Council Member

Trash/Recycling Holiday Pick Ups
Memorial Day (delayed to Tuesday through Saturday)

Fourth of July (no delay in pickup)

Labor Day (delayed to Tuesday through Saturday)

Thanksgiving Day (delayed to Friday and Saturday)

Christmas Day (delayed to Saturday)

Returns will not be made for items not placed
out on the correct day.
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THE

CARB  N
GROUP

6838 Park Ave, Allen Park, MI 48101
www.TheCarbonGroup.net

Expert Guidance for Every 
Real Estate Journey

BUYERS: Smart strategy. Skilled
negotiation. Clear direction. We

protect your investment and position
you to win — without overpaying.

Rooted in downtown Allen Park. Growing with You!
 From homes and heroes to hometown businesses - with 20+ agents
we’re proud to serve, support & help our community move forward!

The Element of Trust in Real Estate

Allen Park Residents & Veteran Owned LPT Office

Scan for more
information on
our team &
services!

SELLERS: Strategic pricing, powerful
marketing, and expert negotiation
working together to protect your

equity and maximize your outcome.

INVESTORS: From fix and flip 
projects to multi-family and 

commercial acquisitions, we build
portfolios with purpose and profit.

PROBATE: Experienced probate
representation through respectful

guidance, legal awareness & confident
direction when it matters most.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FREE DESIGN  •  FREE MEASURE  •  FREE LAYOUT
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• LIFETIME WARRANTY    • EASY TO CLEAN   • SENIOR DISCOUNTS

1165 Ford Ave.
WYANDOTTE

36099 Plymouth Rd.
LIVONIA

2100 West Rd.
TRENTON

*Limited time. In-stock colors only.

734.284.4600

BEFORE AFTER

$1000 OFF KITCHEN
QUARTZ FOR GRANITE PRICE

* 1 DAY BATH REMODEL

www.KDIUSA.com

LICENSED & INSURED • FINANCING AVAILABLE

DON’T COVER UP THAT 

MOLD & MILDEW!

KDI will tear out your 
tub and walls in as little as

ONE DAY!
NEW ACRYLIC UNITS

$3995starting 
at

Exp. 1/31/20

$500 OFF
Bathrooms
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Save the Date for these Special Events

Summer Reading Kick-Off
Unearth a Story this

summer at the Library!
Join us for snacks, crafts,

registration and more!
Saturday, June 13

10:30 a.m.

Think Green this Spring at the
Allen Park Public Library 

@allenparklibrary youtube.com/@allenparklibrary
8100 Allen Rd.

Allen Park, MI 48101
(313) 381-2425

allenparklibrary.org

Bring some color to your home gardens with the help of these programs! 

Save some green in your wallet with
Accounting Aid Society’s free tax prep
On April 11, the Library will once again host
the Accounting Aid Society as they provide
no-cost tax preparation! Appointments can
be made by calling (313) 556-1920 or visiting
accountingaidsociety.org.

Plant a library seed, watch it grow!
We are thrilled to announce the opening
of our Seed Library! Simply come into
the Library to browse the selection of
over forty different seeds available.  
Patrons can then choose up to five seed
packets to try, take them home and
plant them! No library card is required,
it’s just that easy.  

*There are no residency requirements to
participate in any of the Allen Park Public
Library’s programs or Seed Library.

WHALE Tales Water Safety
Join us Tuesdays during
Summer Reading for free

Water Safety classes
provided by the Red Cross!
Tuesdays | June 16 - July 21

1:00 p.m.

Out with the cold and in with the dew as we welcome springtime programming at the
Library! Join us for returning and new programs for home gardeners of all ages. 

On March 24 at 6:00 p.m., visiting guest Joe Barson, owner of Barson
Greenhouse, will be discussing Vermiculture 101! Learn all about the specialized
cultivation of worms for creating healthy garden compost right at home!

Our Children’s Garden Club will return in May with a few updates to it’s
previous format. First, and most excitingly, there will be no registration for
Garden Club! We’ve also shortened the program from four sessions to
three, all in May, and the emphasis will be more educational. Children ages
4 - 10 and their caregivers are invited to learn about zero-waste gardening
and make crafts to plant at home instead of at the Library! 

Garden Club will meet on May 5 to make homemade bird feeders, on May 12 to
create ice cream cone seed starters and on May 19 for a fun in the sun popsicle
party! These are rain or shine events.

Scan the QR code for a list of
the documentation you’ll need.
Library staff is not able to
schedule or assist with tax
preparation in any way. 

Care instructions and information for all
available seeds can be found on our
website at allenparklibrary.org.

Patrons are also encouraged
to donate seeds of the same
type back to the Library in the
return packets provided.

8    ALLEN PARK TODAY



Let’s all do our part to keep our community looking great!

FROM YOUR BUILDING DEPARTMENT

W  ITH spring upon us it’s only 
natural to get into “cleaning 
mode”. The weather is 

getting warmer, the days are longer 
and we’re already thinking about 
summer cookouts and outdoor 
community events.

To that end, the Allen Park Building Department wants 
to remind residents that it’s the responsibility of all of us 
to keep our city looking nice. Here are a few things to 
remember this spring/summer:

Sidewalks
Property owners are responsible for maintaining the 

sidewalk between their property and the public right-of-
way (city easement) – regardless of the cause. It is 
considered a hazard if a slab is raised ¾” high between 
slabs. Also, please keep bushes and trees trimmed so they 
do not obstruct sidewalks.

Noxious Weeds, Grass and Refuse
Grass height should not exceed six inches for the entire 

lot.
Front Yard Regulation. With respect to the portion of 

the lot or lands located between a sidewalk and a street, 
or within 36” from an adjacent sidewalk, driveway or 
property line, it shall be unlawful for the owner or 
occupant or person in charge or control of any lot or 
lands, either public or private, within the city to allow or 
maintain on such portion of such lot or lands, any plant or 
structure which exceeds a height of 12”. This does not 
apply to trees, hedges or shrubbery.

This code must be maintained or the city will cut the 
grass at the homeowner’s expense.  

Compost and leaf collection starts April 6  
Residents are responsible for bagging or using properly 

marked containers. These items must be put on the city 
easement close to the street for Priority Waste to pick up 
on your scheduled day. It is a code violation to blow grass 
or leaves into the street.

Trees, Hedges 
and Shrubs

Hedges are 
defined as a row of 
bushes or small 
trees planted close 
together, especially 
when forming a 
fence or boundary. 
Trees, shrubs, vines or plants cannot be planted so close 
to any property line as to obstruct the vision of travelers 
along the street and sidewalk.

Hedges and shrubs in the front yard are prohibited 
except under the following conditions:

1.  The property is adjacent to a commercial alley, in 
which case the hedge or shrubbery is permitted but 
shall not exceed 30” in height within six feet of the 
front sidewalk.

2.  The property is a corner lot, in which case the hedge 
or shrubbery is permitted along the corner lot line 
but shall not exceed 30” in height within six feet of 
the front sidewalk.

Other helpful information  
 Ground feeding of animals is prohibited. Feeders 
must be at least 48” off the ground. Keep area clean 
and tidy.

 Dogs and cats must remain under control of a 
responsible person capable of physically restraining, 
handling and/or supervising the animal. No person 
shall knowingly allow any dog or cat to deposit its 
waste on any public place, or the property of another 
person, unless the person in control of the animal 
immediately picks up and disposes of such waste in a 
proper sanitary manner.

 Trash cans/carts must be stored so they cannot be 
seen from the street or sidewalk. Cans/carts that 
remain on the easement outside of the designated 
pick-up day is a code violation.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
NUMBERS

Priority Waste: (586) 228-1200
Building Department: (313) 928-4441

Code Enforcement: (313) 928-5363
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SMITH INSURANCE GROUP PUTS CLIENTS FIRST   By Kelsi Klein

FOR more than a century, Smith Insurance Group has 
been a trusted name in the Downriver area, 
providing the community with a one-stop shop for 

all things insurance.
Founded in 1903, the family-owned, independent 

agency has evolved over the years to continually meet the 
diverse needs of its clients, but its values haven’t 
changed.

Smith Insurance Group is currently led by fourth-
generation owner and president Dan Smith, who is 
dedicated to building on the agency’s legacy by ensuring 
each client is met with personalized service.

“We don’t have any complicated phone trees,” Smith 
explained. “When you call our office, you’re going to get 
old-fashioned service and a live person on the phone 
every time.”

“Old-fashioned service” doesn’t mean outdated. 
Conversely, Smith Insurance Group is well equipped to 
meet the needs of every kind of client, whether that 
means sitting down face-to-face with an agent, handling 
everything online without ever having to step foot in the 
office, or a combination of both.

“We want to meet our clients where they’re at,” Smith 
said. “We can give them the best of both worlds, and I 
think that makes us a little bit unique.”

From first-time homebuyers to families that have been 
with the agency for decades, Smith Insurance Group has a 
reputation for trustworthy service for all.

As an independent agency, it represents a broad range 
of top-tier insurance carriers, giving it the ability to 
objectively compare coverage and prices and cater them 
to individuals’ circumstances. Its loyalty is to its clients, not 
insurance companies.

Whether it's your car, home, boat, motorcycle, or life 
insurance, individuals and families can find the coverage 
they need – all in one place.

Similarly, business owners can 
rest assured knowing that Smith 
Insurance Group is able to 
protect their livelihoods with 
everything from contractors, 
commercial buildings, business 
owners, workers compensation, 
professional liability, commercial auto insurance and more. 

In September 2025, Smith Insurance Group was voted 
first place in the News Herald’s Reader’s Choice Awards, 
for Best Insurance Agency Downriver for the fifth 
consecutive year, a testament to its commitment to the 
community it serves.

“We try to give more than we take, and give back to 
the community that’s given so much to us,” Smith said. 
“When clients do business with us, they’re keeping their 
money right here in their community.”

From getting involved with community outreach 
programs to sponsoring local sports teams and church 
organizations, Smith’s dedication to making an impact on 
people’s lives drives him in both his personal life and his 
business.

With more than 120 years in business, Smith Insurance 
Group’s longevity is rooted in relationships and customer 
satisfaction, leading and advising clients from day one and 
for generations to come.

Smith Insurance Group is located at 8258 Allen Road, 
Allen Park, MI 48101. For more information or to start a 
quote, visit www.getsmithinsurance.com, email 
info@getsmithinsurance.com or call (313) 278-3800.
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HOME BASE INC.

STEP

   Dr. Jacobi, my usual eye doctor said she could 
no longer improve my vision with regular 

eyeglasses or surgery, but I still struggle with everything 
from driving to reading. I have been told I have “low 
vision. What does that mean, and what could I hope for 
from a low vision evaluation? 

- Mabel M.

  The � rst step is to determine how much actual 
vision or usable vision you have. In addition, we 

need to identify your needs. I � nd most patients who 
are struggling with poor vision due to various eye 
diseases still have very usable vision when they are 
given the right eyewear.

One of the � rst things I ask my patients is what they 
would like to accomplish with improved sight. I ask 
about activities they have given up due to their visual 
limitations. The only limitation for the solution is usually 
the motivation of the patient, as they come to terms 
with a permanent, lowered visual status. However, this is 
often the best time to see a low vision specialist such as 
myself, because the sooner you get the right eyewear, 
life will be easier.

During the � rst appointment, I spend one hour with 
each patient in order to pinpoint the best optical 
solutions (beyond regular eyeglasses). Next I will show 
you what it would look like with the vision restored by 
the new eyewear, so you can determine if that will work 
for you. In other words, the patient will experience 
exactly how they will see with their prescribed devices 
before they leave the of� ce.

ABOUT BEYOND LOW VISION
For more than 35 years, 

John P. Jacobi, OD, FCOVD, FIALVS 
has been helping partially sighted 

people get their lives back. Dr. Jacobi 
is a Fellow of the Optometric Vision 

Development and Rehabilitation 
Association. He is a member of 

American Optometric Association 
(AOA), the Michigan Optometric 
Association (MOA), and a Fellow 

in the International Academy of Low Vision Specialists.

CALL TODAY (248) 731-9393

www.beyondlowvision.com
26850 Providence Pkwy Suite 150  | Novi, 48374

Tired of struggling 
with poor vision?
Not sure what to do? 

S P O N S O R E D  M E S S A G E

Stop struggling with poor vision. 
To schedule an appointment 

Ask the Doctor
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Open Monday through Friday 9am to 5pm
16067 Eureka Rd. Southgate, MI 48195
(313) 382-3131 | homebaseimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT
WE DO IT ALLWE DO IT ALL

$2,500 OFF 
Full Kitchens  
& Bathrooms

$1,000 OFF 
Doors & Siding

$3,000 OFF 
Additions

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMVISIT OUR SHOWROOM



GREETINGS Allen Parkers – 

What a winter it has been! As I write this at the 
end of January, snow totals are trending higher than the 
last several years, and, as anyone who stepped outside 
this winter can confirm, the temps have been consistently 
frigid. 

Fortunately, the dedicated DPS crews were ready. Long, 
cold, late nights making water main repairs and plowing 
streets isn’t anyone’s idea of fun, but the team 
understands their critical role and serve with the utmost 
dedication. It’s inspiring for me to witness, and a point of 
pride for the community.

As I approach the end of my first year in service to Allen 
Park, I can reflect with gratitude on the privilege of 
leading the DPS team, as well as being part of the hard-
working group of city departments collaborating with city 
council to improve and innovate. I’ve also had the 
pleasure of getting to know some of our residents who 
are no less an essential part of that team. 

Together in 2025 we improved nearly 25,000 square 
yards of neighborhood streets through our sectioning 
program, fully reconstructed more than 3,000 feet of 
pavement, replaced 3,000 feet of water main – including 
nearly 100 lead water service lines – and installed liners in 
more than 5,000 feet of sanitary sewers. And for our furry 
neighbors, we developed a dog park to be constructed 
and opened this summer. 

Looking ahead, our strategic goals include sustaining 
and expanding these investments in critical infrastructure. 
We will also promote urban re-forestation by removing 
cost barriers to street tree replacements – a long-term 
vision to protect and enhance the value of tree-lined 
neighborhoods.

None of this work is possible without your continued 
support of our shared vision. As always, we’re open to 
your feedback – I look forward to hearing from you!

With Gratitude,

Aaron Filipski
Director of Public Services

A Message From
YOUR DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES

IMPORTANT TREE INFORMATION 
FOR RESIDENTS

The City of Allen Park maintains over 10,000 city trees, 
typically in the easement between the street and 
sidewalk. The work consists of removals and trimming.

Removals
Removals are performed in the order a request was 
received but may be deferred if other trees require 
priority attention. To qualify for removal, a tree must be 
considered diseased or dying, as determined by the 
department. Trees are not removed because of 
sidewalk issues or aesthetics. 

Given the number of trees, staff size and the 
department’s numerous other responsibilities, 
removals may take one-to-two years once in the 
removal queue. Property owners wishing to remove a 
city tree more expeditiously may do so at their own 
expense but must first apply for and be issued a permit 
from DPS.  

Maintenance
Maintenance trimming is typically performed in the fall 
and winter months. Limbs that present an immediate 
hazard, are overhanging and resting on a structure, are 
impeding pedestrians or vehicles, or are obstructing 
traffic signals and signage are addressed during any 
season. Trees are not trimmed for the purpose of 
aesthetic shaping.

Planting
The department encourages tree planting as a way of 
preserving the tree-lined character of neighborhoods. 
As existing mature trees begin to age out, it is 
important to be forward-thinking and proactive in 
replacing them. To that end, the department is 
exploring a city-funded reforestation program that 
would remove the cost burden from the property 
owner. 

If you’re interested in potentially having a tree planted 
on your easement free of charge, please complete the 
form on the department’s webpage or call our office at 
(313) 928-0550 x2. Completing the form or expressing 
interest does not automatically mean you’ll have a tree 
planted – it’s just to gauge interest and assist in 
planning. Staff would reach out to confirm interest 
before planting.

For more information, visit www.cityofallenpark.org > 
Departments > Department of Public Service > 
Forestry.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Scan or contact the ABC Collisions team at 
collisions@abcbirds.org and visit  
abcbirds.org/solutions/prevent-home-collisions

Help Save Birds from Window Collisions

Each year, hundreds of millions of birds fly into windows, unable to distinguish reflections from reality. 
Nearly half of these collisions happen at home windows. The good news is that you can help reduce 
these fatal accidents with simple, effective solutions.

Never had a bird hit your window? 
Even if you haven’t seen it happen, chances are that a 
bird has hit your windows when you weren’t around. Any 
size window can be dangerous, even small ones. However, 
tested solutions exist to prevent these collisions.

You can prevent collisions by placing visual 
markers on your windows that follow these rules:

Size: Stripes should be ⅛ inch wide, dots should be ¼ 
inch diameter.
Spacing: Place pattern elements no more than 2 inches 
by 2 inches apart.
Placement: Markers must go on the outside of the window
Irregular patterns that follow these guidelines will work 
too. Windows with insect screens are already safe for 
birds. Find more information at abcbirds.org.

Above This Barn Swallow dove through this tiny gap at top 
speed (30+ miles/hour!) showing why patterns with large spaces 
don’t work well to prevent collisions. Photo by Keith Ringland
Right Diagram of recommended spacing for bird-friendly visual 
markers. Markers must be close enough together that birds do 
not try to fly through the spaces in between. 

Black-and-white Warbler by Laura Erickson



FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Scan or contact the ABC Collisions team at 
collisions@abcbirds.org and visit  
abcbirds.org/solutions/prevent-home-collisions

Quick & Affordable Ways to Stop Collisions  
on Your Windows 
All of these solutions must be applied to the exterior of the 
window and follow the 2-inch by 2-inch spacing rule.

1. Tempera paint:  Available at most art supply and craft 
stores, it can be applied freehand or using a stencil as a 
template. Tempera is long-lasting, even in rain, and nontoxic, 
but comes right off with a damp rag or sponge. 

2. Tape: Any opaque tape can be used to create patterns. 
Translucent ABC BirdTape transmits light and is made to last 
outdoors. 

3. Window Films: Films with approved bird-friendly patterns 
prevent collisions. Effective options include Feather Friendly, 
Solyx Bird Safety Film, BirdDivert, and White CollidEscape. 
Scan the QR code below for links and further guidance. 

4. Cords: Hang at intervals in front of the window, creating a 
visible barrier for birds. Also known as Acopian Bird Savers, 
you can buy these or make your own from parachute cord.

5. Screens: Protect birds using removable screens over the 
window. Insect screens, removable screens attached with 
suction cups or hooks, and exterior solar shades are all  
good options.

6. Decals: To be effective, decals must be spaced no more 
than 2 inches apart horizontally and vertically, more closely 
than recommended by most manufacturers. While bird-of-prey 
decals are popular, birds do not see them as predators and 
single hawk decals are not effective.

More information is available on these and other options at 
abcbirds.org/solutions/prevent-home-collisions

To donate to ABC’s Collisions 
program visit:  
support.abcbirds.org/glass

Tempera paint is a washable, long-lasting, and 
nontoxic solution to preventing bird/window 
collisions. Photo by Christine Sheppard

Feather Friendly applied to glass exterior. Photo: 
Feather Friendly

Shade moves with a solar motor operated 
from inside with a remote control. Photo by 
Christine Sheppard

Bird decals designed by artist Lynne Parks. Photo 
by Christine Sheppard



FIND
YOUR
WAY

Visit our Downriver Center, In Taylor at 24680 
Eureka Rd. 

FOR STUDENTS AGES 14-21 

FLEXIBLE, ACCREDITED MICHIGAN 
VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL 

734 - 992 - 6914 sucessmichigan.org

FIND YOUR WAY HERE. 

Our personalized plans make your 
graduation goals achievable! 

A Downriver Tradition 
for over 40+ Years!

LET US CATER YOUR LUNCH OR PARTIES

Lincoln Park Location

(313) 383-1960
Taylor Location

(313) 768-5123
Lincoln Park Location: 3962 Fort St., Lincoln Park, MI 48146 | vitoslincolnpark.com | 

Taylor Location: 20540 Ecorse Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 - Delivery to Allen Park

MONDAYS - $5.50 1/4lb Burger and Fries 
TUESDAYS - 50% OFF Dine-In Pizza 

WEDNESDAY - $15.99 Medium Gourmet Pizzas & 
$6.99 Select Pastas

THURSDAY - $2.00 OFF ALL Pasta Dinners
FRIDAY & SATURDAY - Fish and Chips Available 

Only at the Lincoln Park location
Some restrictions apply. 



Dear Voters, 

When I first started administering elections for the City of Allen Park, an 
average primary and general election cycle would cost around $20,000. 
Well, fast forward a couple of decades, with modern technology and 
legislation, and we were getting close to $100,000 per election cycle. 

I have always tried to oversee the Clerk’s Office finances by doing what is 
most cost efficient with minimal impact on the residents. With that said, 
17,179 Allen Park voters cast ballots in the November 2024 general 
election, and out of those, 11,729 either voted Absentee Ballot or did Nine 
Day Early Voting, with 5,450 going to the polls on Election Day. 

So, with only 30 percent showing up at the polls, we had no other choice 
than to reduce our precincts to use taxpayer resources logically while still 
making sure every voter has full access to cast their ballot, however they 
choose. Early voting and absentee voting options remain available; Election 
Day voting locations are still available – just fewer of them.

How You’ll Be Notified: Residents will be mailed updated voter 
information cards. We will also be posting on the city’s website: 
www.cityofallenpark.org and our cable channels.

Upcoming Elections in Allen Park:
Allen Park voters will take part in two major elections this cycle – the 

August Primary and the November General Election – each playing a 
different but equally important role in shaping leadership at the state, 
county and local levels.

From choosing party nominees to making final leadership decisions, 
these elections determine who represents the community and how policy 
directions are set. 

Here’s a quick glance at what each election means and how residents of 
Allen Park can prepare.

 August 4, 2026 – Statewide Primary Election. This is when political 
parties choose their nominees for offices that will appear on the 
November ballot. Primaries are especially important because they 
determine which candidates will represent each major party (Democratic, Republican and others) in the November 
general election. 

 Remember, Michigan does have open primaries; however, you must vote in only one (1) party section. Absentee 
ballots will be available starting June 25. Early voting will be available from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 pm on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sundays and 11:00 am to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday and Friday starting July 25 
through August 2 at Allen Park City Hall. Election day voting will take place from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at your 
designated precinct location. 

 November 3, 2026 – Statewide General Election. This is the main election when voters choose public officials for 
major state and federal offices. Absentee ballots will be available starting September 24. Early voting will be 
available from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sundays, and 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday and Friday starting October 24 through November 1 at Allen Park City Hall. Election day 
voting will take place from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at your designated precinct location.

To view your individual voter info visit Michigan.gov/vote

The City Clerk’s Office does not concern itself with who, what and why you vote. Our duty is to make sure you have 
every available opportunity to cast your ballot and that ballot is counted. Know your voting rights, know your ballot and 
know where to vote.

Michael I. Mizzi – City Clerk

VOTER PREP CHECKLIST

 Confirm your registration
 Check your precinct location
 Review your sample ballot
 Learn what candidates and 
proposals will appear on the ballot

 Choose how you want to vote 
(Early, Absentee Ballot or In-person 
on Election Day)

 Plan your voting day

All these tasks can be 
completed using resources at 

www.Michigan.gov/vote

Notice to Allen Park Voters

Please review 
the map for your 

new Precinct Number and 
Voting Location

Michael I. Mizzi, City Clerk 
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Voting Precinct Map

City of Allen Park, Michigan

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Allen Park Community Center 
      15800 White Street

Church of the Nazarene
        10944 Reeck

County Commissioner District 13 Precincts 1, 2 and part of 4

Allen Park Chruch of Christ
23610 W. Outer Drive 

Melvindale-North Allen Park School District
Precincts 1 - 2 

Allen Park School District
Precincts 3 - 7 

Southgate School District
Precinct 8

U.S. Congressional District 13 - All Precincts

State Representitive District 2 - All Precincts
State Senator District 2 - All Precincts

County Commissioner District 15 Precincts 3, part of 4, 5 - 8 Jan 5, 2026

Precincts
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Notice of Hydrant Flushing
The City of Allen Park Water Department will be conducting 

routine fire hydrant flushing throughout the city as part of our 
regular maintenance program. The hydrant flushing program 
begins in spring and continues until each fire hydrant is 
individually flushed and inspected. 

The city of Allen Park has over 1,000 fire hydrants to maintain. 
This work is essential to ensure hydrants are in proper working 
order and ready for use by the fire department in the event of 
an emergency. 

During hydrant flushing, some residents may experience 
temporary discoloration of their tap water. This is normal and 
not a health concern. If you notice discolored water, we 
recommend running cold water from your laundry tub or an 
outside faucet for several minutes until the water runs clear. 
Avoid doing laundry until the water has cleared to prevent 
staining.

The City of Allen Park Water Department will be issuing alerts to residents via Code Red to notify them of hydrant 
flushing that could potentially affect the homes in the given area. To sign up for these alerts, text “ALLENPARKALERTS” 
to 24639 to enroll or visit cityofallenpark.org under police department for more information. 

We appreciate your patience and cooperation as we complete this important maintenance to keep our water system 
reliable and our community protected. For questions or concerns, residents are encouraged to contact the Water 
Department directly at (313) 928-3393.

Street Sweeping Resuming Soon
Street sweeping is done monthly from April to September 

in accordance with EGLE requirements. 
Contrary to popular belief, street sweeping is not done 

for good looks or to have spotless streets – street sweeping 
is done to maintain clearance and drainage for storm 
sewers.  

Street sweeping is done on trash pickup days to ensure 
that no cars are impeding the sweeper. It takes two weeks 
to sweep the city, and each street sweeper is equipped with 
GPS to track routes and progress. 

In the fall, leaf pickup is also added to the schedule. It is 
still against city ordinance to rake leaves into the streets – 
again, leaf pickup is to ensure that streets are allowed 
proper drainage. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact DPS at (313) 928-0550 x2.
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734-221-0255 | downriver@detcityfc.com
www.dcfcdownriver.com 

YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAMS 
FOR AGES 2-18

Detroit City FC is committed to providing accessible playing 
opportunities for the youth of Metro Detroit. Through age-
specific technical and tactical training, and by providing a 

fun and competitive training environment, our development 
plan delivers a solid foundation for soccer players of all ages to 

reach their potential.

OUR 
PROGRAMS: 

Competitive Teams
Soccer Tots

Foundations
Developmental
Supplemental
Register Today

LOCATIONS: GROSSE ILE | LINCOLN PARK | RIVERVIEW | TAYLOR | WOODHAVEN-BROWNSTOWN

Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

(313) 928-9141
www.savonecement.com

Family Owned and Operated for 40 years 
Serving the City of Allen Park



FOR engaged couple Dale 
Climer and Joei Burton, 
Allen Park isn’t merely an 

address, it’s their foundation.
Dale grew up on Ogden 

Street in southwest Detroit 
before moving to Warren. 

“In 1996, my older brother, 
Tim Climer, and my mom and I 
moved to AP,” he said. “We 
lived on Park Avenue between 
Thomas and Oceana.”

Dale attended Arno 
Elementary, Allen Park Middle 
School, Allen Park High School, and Riley Alternative High 
School before moving out in 2009. Life, however, has a way of 
circling back.

Joei grew up in south Dearborn Heights near Southfield-Van 
Born and graduated Annapolis High School. 

“Dale and I lived in Dearborn Heights from 2013 to 2021,” 
she said. “Then we moved to Allen Park for its family-friendly 
atmosphere, community pride and the schools.”

After learning carpentry and masonry, Dale transitioned into 
roofing, where he’s mastered the trade. He currently manages 
projects for Four Seasons Kanga Roof. 

“Roofing sits at the intersection of physics and 
craftsmanship,” he explained. “Pitch, load paths, uplift 
resistance and snow load all determine if a roof survives a 
storm or not. And the most important yet overlooked detail in 
roofing is probably flashing, the waterproofing at joints and 
intersections.” 

Joei works as a surgical dental assistant at Periodontic & 
Implantology Associates in Dearborn.  

“Advanced periodontitis can dissolve so much bone that the 
teeth are barely anchored in place,” she said. “Bacteria 
beneath the gums triggers chronic inflammation that dissolves 
the bone and ligaments. I work at the best periodontal office, 
where we help patients achieve healthier gums and restore 
their smiles.”

At home, Dale and Joei are raising two daughters: Teagan (8) 
and Delanie (7). 

“Delanie is taking level one karate at Allen Park Martial Arts 
Center, the same place Dale trained,” she said. “Teagan does 
tumbling at Downriver Gymnastics. Also, my best friend Sandy 
lives a few blocks away and our families regularly hang out 
together.”

The couple embraces everything Allen Park 
offers, such as the Lighted Christmas Parade, 
the Street Fair, and especially Cabrini Fest. 

“It’s like a high school reunion every year,” 
Dale said. “All AP past and present shows up 
for it.” 

They love local favorites like The Streatery, 
Wheat & Rye, Bella Pizza, The Glass Onion, 
Roosevelt Lanes, Champaign Park’s inline rink, 
and Critter pet store.

Dale fondly remembers the Allen Park dollar 
movie theater (1940-2019). 

“My first date was there,” he said. “We saw 
‘Titanic’ in ’97. I also miss Moro’s cherries jubilee 
and minestrone, VHS stores King Video and 
Blockbuster. Those memories are woven into 
the psychic fabric of being an Allen Parker.” 

When not working, Dale enjoys boating, 
fishing, golfing, hockey, snowboarding, and PC 
gaming (especially Diablo and Borderlands). Joei 
makes vinyl decals with her Cricut machine, 
loves horror films and is collecting vintage 
teacups to hand-paint in gothic style. 

Their favorite getaway? “A spontaneous dart-
on-the-map trip to Beulah, Michigan,” she said. 
“The turquoise blue Crystal Lake won our 
hearts.”

For Dale and Joei, Allen Park offers something 
simple but increasingly rare: familiarity, safety, 
tradition, and great neighbors. It’s not just 
where they live, it’s where their next chapter is 
already being written. 

Local couple details why they love Allen Park   

By Ryan M. Place

SPOTLIGHT
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allenparkdowntown.org

Downtown Guide photos by Jim Jacek except where otherwise indicated.
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Andre Tirado 
DDA Boardmember

Pete Zingas
DDA Boardmember

Dan Smith
DDA Boardmember

Frank Cieszkowski
DDA Secretary

Fred Frank
DDA Chairperson
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Jeff Holden
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ALLEN PARK  TODAY     23



facebook.com/AllenParkDDA/                     instagram.com/allenparkdowntown

Benjamin Hughes
Executive Director

Jamie Horn
Program & Event 

Coordinator

Laura Corradi
Market Manager

Trevor Daniel
DDA Attorney
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Nine murals. One vibrant journey. 

Grab your map and set out to 
explore the artwork that brings our explore the artwork that brings our 

downtown’s spirit to life. Each mural 
adds a fresh layer of  creativity to 

the city—mark them off  as you go, 
share the adventure with family & 
friends, and experience Allen Park 

in a bold, colorful new way.

The art is already on the walls…now The art is already on the walls…now 
it’s your turn to discover it!
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NUTS NOW
5713 Allen Rd

Naomi Haverland

HADDIX ELECTRIC 
5729 Allen Rd
Beau Stanton

ALEXANDER’S DRY CLEANING
5741 Allen Rd
Kevin Burdick

PRESTIGE BANQUET HALL
6600 Allen Rd

Ouizi

METROPOLITAN FURNITURE
6670 Allen Rd
Kelly Golden

BIG BEN’S COMIX OASIS
6711 Allen Rd

Rick Malt

TUCCINI ORTHODONTIC LAB
6533 Allen Rd

Kitsune Jolene

COMMUNITY SPACE 
6601 Allen Rd
Ivan Montoya

NEXTGEN INSURANCE
6831 Allen Rd

Zach Curtis

The Allen Park Downtown Development Authority (DDA) welcomes Allen Park residents and visitors to our 
downtown district. With more than 400 businesses along Allen Road, Ecorse Road, Park Avenue and Southfield 
Road, our community offers a diverse mix of services, dining, and local experiences.

Our downtown is a unique destination where small town charm meets modern convenience. Whether you are a 
lifelong resident or visiting for the first time, we invite you to explore everything that makes Downtown Allen Park 
special.

Downtown Allen Park is designed for discovery. As you stroll through our streets, you’ll find:
• A Taste of the Town: Enjoy a range of dining options – from classic American diners and cozy coffee shops to 

international cuisine. Whether you’re dining indoors or relaxing on one of our outdoor patios, there’s something 
for every palate.

• Local Shopping & Services: Support our community by visiting the specialty shops and service providers that 
give Downtown Allen Park the personal, hometown feel that you cannot find online.

• Community Spirit: Join us for our signature events, including the seasonal Farmers Market, the new Block 
Party concert series, the Paint the Park Art Festival, and Allen Park’s annual Street Fair, which brings thousands 
of neighbors and visitors together for food, music and fun.

• Downtown Charm: Take time to explore our community, walk through downtown and enjoy the newly installed 
murals, which are quickly becoming a well-known feature of Downtown Allen Park. With more to come in 2026!

• Stay Connected: Follow us on social media for up-to-date information on everything happening in Allen Park.

Over the last few years, more than 60 new businesses have opened in Downtown Allen Park. We take great pride 
in maintaining a safe, clean and welcoming environment for everyone. Our local business owners are the backbone 
of our community, and they are ready to greet you with the warm hospitality Allen Park is known for.

Thank you for choosing to spend your time in Downtown Allen Park. We hope you enjoy your visit, discover a new 
favorite spot and return again soon.

See you soon,
Fred Frank
Chairperson, Allen Park DDA
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Beyond the Paint,
THE STORY BEHIND THE MURAL

Nuts Now: A colorful nod to Michigan’s proud space legacy, artist 
Naomi Haverland celebrates the 14 Michiganders who have 
journeyed into space, from Apollo moonwalker James Irwin and 
pioneering spacewalker Ed White to modern explorers like Jerry 
Linenger and Christina Koch. The vibrant artwork brings that spirit 
home, blending imagination with local pride. A community favorite, it 

delights children with its candy-themed whimsy, while adults appreciate its clever tribute to Michigan’s inventive spirit.

Haddix Electric: Where past meets future, the historic Henry Ford electric 
railway arches, constructed in 1927 as part of Ford’s ambitious effort to 
electrify the Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad, stand as enduring symbols 
of this ingenuity in Allen Park. These reinforced concrete catenary arches 
once lined the DT&I rail spur leading from the Ford Rouge complex toward 
Carleton, forming a continuous sequence that stretched for many miles 
across Downriver communities. Built to support overhead electric wires for 
Ford’s shortlived electric locomotives, the structures proved so robust that demolition crews later abandoned attempts to 
remove them, leaving the arches as accidental monuments to Ford’s unrealized vision. Today, they remain some of the most 
distinctive industrial relics in the region - quiet, rhythmic sentinels tracing the path of a bold experiment in modernizing 
American rail. Artist Beau Stanton carries that legacy forward, reimagining the power and progress of the era with sweeping 
forms and dynamic bursts of energy. The artwork invites viewers to explore a creative interpretation that honors this iconic 
Allen Park landmark. 

Alexander's Dry Cleaners: Created by artist Kevin Burdick as a tribute to the 
history of the Detroit Lions franchise, this mural features longtime fullback Cory 
Schlesinger, who played for the team from 1995 to 2006. Known for his toughness, 
punishing lead blocks, and remarkable durability, Schlesinger became a fan favorite 
during his 12-year career and was widely respected as one of the league’s most 
dependable role players. A three-time Pro Bowl alternate and a key contributor to 
the Lions’ offense across multiple eras, he also earned recognition for his leadership 

and work ethic on the field and in the locker room. Today, he continues to make an impact off the field as a teacher at Allen 
Park High School, where he brings the same discipline and passion to the classroom that defined his playing days. This mural 
represents Allen Park’s proud heritage as the headquarters of the Detroit Lions team.

Tuccini Orthodontic Lab: A heartfelt tribute to love, remembrance, and the 
bonds that endure, this mural was created by international artist Kitsune 
Jolene. It honors William “Bill” Tuccini, a beloved family member and 
cherished citizen of the Allen Park community who passed away in 2024. At 
its center is the message, “shower the people you love with love,” a gentle 
reminder to slow down, hold close the people who matter, and express 
affection while we can. The hands depicted in the artwork are modeled after 
his son, Chris, symbolizing the continuation of Bill’s legacy through the family he loved so deeply. 
Surrounding this sentiment is soft, dreamlike imagery that blends memory and imagination, inviting viewers to pause and 
reflect on their own stories, their own families, and the moments that shape a life. Through its warm colors and symbolic 
details, this mural celebrates connections that span generations and reminds the community of the lasting impact one 
person can have on many.
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The Prestige Banquet Hall: Artist Ouizi’s sweeping display of vibrant 
peonies brings a burst of color and life to The Prestige Banquet Hall, infusing 
the space with the same energy and warmth that define the Allen Park 
community. Long cherished for symbolizing prosperity, beauty, and a joyful 
life, the peonies feel right at home - mirroring the pride residents take in their 
neighborhoods, their traditions, and the connections they share. The mural’s 

lush petals and bold hues brighten the landscape, creating a welcoming landmark to downtown that reflects the city’s 
lively character and the sense of togetherness that makes Allen Park feel like family. In celebrating these timeless 
blooms, the artwork becomes a tribute to the community itself - vibrant, resilient, and full of heart.

Metropolitan Furniture: This mural is more 
than art; Kelly Golden has created a tribute 
to the beloved businesses that shaped Allen 
Park’s identity and filled its streets with 
memories. Among the many details is a 
warm nod to several beloved pieces of Allen 
Park’s history: Moro’s Restaurant, the 
cherished family owned establishment that served the community for 45 years; the Allen Park Theater, a neighborhood 
landmark that opened in the 1940s and quickly became a cultural anchor for generations; and Borbely's, the city’s first 
grocery store and meat market, which opened in the 1930s. It honors the places where life unfolded - where nervous 
teenagers shared their first dates, where anniversary dinners were held with love and laughter, and where families made 
weekly trips for groceries. These establishments weren’t just businesses; they were the backdrop to countless personal 
stories, woven into the fabric of the community’s collective heart. Together, these elements root this mural deeply in the city’s 
collective memory. They transform the space into a gathering point, a reminder of the moments that shaped lives, and are an 
invitation for residents and visitors alike to pause, reflect, and feel the welcoming spirit that makes Allen Park truly special.

Big Ben's Comix Oasis: Bold and imaginative, artist Rick Malt offers a glimpse into the 
future of Allen Park - a future where public art becomes a defining force in shaping the 
city’s identity. His dynamic design captures the momentum of a community that embraces 
creativity, innovation, and the power of shared expression. His work symbolizes a city 
ready to evolve, inviting residents and visitors alike to see their surroundings as a canvas 
for possibility. In this vision of tomorrow, Allen Park becomes a place where ideas take 
flight, where artistic voices are celebrated, and where public art serves as both a reflection 
of the community’s spirit and a catalyst for its continued growth.

NextGen Insurance: This mural by artist Zach Curtis stands as a vivid 
gateway into Allen Park’s layered history, transforming a single 
newspaper photograph from a past classic car show into a sweeping 
tribute to the city’s identity. What began as one captured moment of 
chrome, crowds, and summer energy now unfolds across the wall as a 
larger story of Allen Park itself - its early farmland roots, its rapid 
midcentury growth shaped by the nearby Ford Motor Company, and 
the rise of a downtown district that became a social anchor for families and factory workers 
alike. The mural’s nods to the beloved local movie theater and the bustling gatherings along Allen Road echo the city’s 
commercial heart alive with neighborhood tradition. The Classic Car Show, now one of Allen Park’s signature events, reflects 
the community’s deep automotive heritage, turning Allen Road into a living museum of Detroit’s mechanical artistry year 
after year. By weaving together the excitement of that original photograph with the broader history of the city’s 
development, Curtis’s work becomes more than a nostalgic image - it’s a living chronicle of the people, industries, and 
traditions that shaped Allen Park across generations.

Community Space: This mural by Ivan Montoya is a vibrant tribute to the warmth, 
charm, and walkability of Allen Park. The design was inspired by Ivan’s time spent 
exploring the city - walking through downtown, photographing its nostalgic 
architecture, lush greenery, and golden summer light. He described the mural as 
“a day-in-the-life feel - from planting together in the garden, to relaxing on the 
porch, to sharing time at a local coffee shop.” Each scene is tied together by 
sunlight and color, symbolizing a bright future and the strength that comes from 

growing together. This piece beautifully reflects the spirit of Allen Park and the everyday moments that make it feel like home.



May's Bakery
6617 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-551-5051

7 Brew Coffee
14800 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
479-358-9274

Arby's
14864 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-7530

Barrio Burrito Bar
16920 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-406-4053

Baskin-Robbins
7205 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-3131

Bella Pizza
6709 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-3100

Biggby Coffee
15552 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-451-8529

Biggby Coffee
17410 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-0940

Chicago's Pizza 
6639 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.495.7777

City Coffeehouse
6623 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-908-4027

Maruu Cafe
6821 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-789-8996

Cottage Inn Pizza
15550 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-484-2500

Culver’s

15655 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-914-2049

Custard on the Avenue

6834 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-406-4411

Dairy Queen

17446 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-400-6992

Del Taco

14570 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-483-8840

Dunkin'

16950 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-254-9940

Dunleavy's Food & 

Spirits

6004 Allen Rd #2639

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-4545

El Jalapeño Mexican 

Restaurant & Taqueria

4939 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.969.3400

Glass Onion Griddle

6828 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-558-9618

Hungarian Strudel Shop

6816 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313.383.3440

Jet's Pizza

6701 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.381.4538

Kentucky Fried Chicken

8020 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-3811

Krispy Kreme

15050 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-388-8533

Liberati's Italian Deli & 

Bakery

7607 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-8000

Little Caesars

7211 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-8881

Major Tomato

6547 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-254-9146

EATS, TREATS & DRINKS
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Manuel's Taco Hut

16806 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.383.3030

McDonald's

15405 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-388-8200 

Mick's On Roosevelt

6815 Roosevelt Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-7365

Papa's Pizza

19347 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.386.8888

Pekin Tokyo

15170 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-436-5588

Pink Garlic Indian 

Cuisine

18625 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

947-948-5680

Primo's Pizza & Catering 

8237 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-5500

Qamaria Yemeni Coffee

7706 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-406-6911

Qazzaz Coffee

5410 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-633-1990

Ram's Horn

15544 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-7500

Subway

15861 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-379.3537

Ted's Coney Island

6790 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.928.4544

Thai Vylai

6555 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-768-5324

The Broadcast Booth

6550 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-389-5050

The Rat Pack - Martini & 

Cigar Lounge

6627 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.914.7346

The StrEATery
5955 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-633-1724

The Taco Stand Taqueria
5038 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-724-6221

The Triangle Coney Island
6565 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.386.3800

Tim's Coney Island
16015 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-6690

Trina O’Malley’s
6752 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-406-2128

Tropical Smoothie Cafe
14595 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-789-3370

Wheat & Rye Bar and 

Grill

7721 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-4322

Wing Snob

16930 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-789-9464

Wishbone Broasted 

Chicken

18617 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-383-9600

Yugen Asian Cuisine

18736 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-395-2737

Z Shawarma King

15548 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-749-7517 
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S P O N S O R E D  M E S S A G E

IT might sound corny – or even cliche-
ish – but everyone is nuts about 
Nuts Now in Allen Park. From the 

wide variety of delicious and healthy 
options to the fun atmosphere and 
outstanding customer service, Nuts 
Now is the sweet and/or savory choice 
for nuts, candy and other delights. 

Just ask a few of the customers. 
Jennifer stopped in Nuts Now recently after work and 

called it her “new favorite place.” 
“I didn’t know what to expect when I walked in there, 

but I was definitely blown away by the selection of candy 
and pastries and seasoning and nuts and dried fruit,” she 
said. “I cannot wait to go back and take my time and look 
through everything.”

Brittney went to Nuts Now to grab some of their 
amazing trays for Father’s Day earlier this year. 

“The staff of girls working were great, selection was 
amazing and the prices were great as well,” she said. “I 
would 100 percent recommend going for any occasion.”

And Mostafa raved about the outstanding service 
experience and wide variety of nuts. 

“They are always putting something new on the shelf to 
try, and the employees always greet you with a bright 
smile,” he said. “Don’t get those stale nuts from wherever, 
get Nuts Now!”

Gareeb Koussan, an owner of Nuts Now, along with Ali 
Aboudraa, Gus Mellah and Faye Amin, is 
well-versed in the small business world. He 
earned a bachelor’s in business 
administration from the University of 
Michigan and has spent more than 20 years 
in the nuts and seeds wholesale industry.

“We have been in business in Allen Park 
for the majority of those years,” he said. 

And that made choosing a location for Nuts Now an 
easy decision. 

“We opened Nuts Now in January 2025, and chose the 
current location because we own the building and wanted 
to be close to our wholesale, which is on Allen Road and 
Russel Street,” he said.

The location (5713 Allen Road) is about 2,500 square 
feet, and the Nuts Now team includes a staff of 12 
employees.  

“What makes our business special is that all of our nuts 
and seeds are freshly roasted from our roastery wholesale 
down the street,” Koussan said. “We love improving the 
city of Allen Park and own several properties, which we 
have renovated in the area.”

Nuts Now is known for many favorites, including top 
sellers flavored cashews, Swedish candy, imported 
chocolates and Turkish delights. 

“People didn’t know that we carry such a wide variety of 
Turkish delights, 
and many people 
have never tried 
them before and 
everyone loves 
them,” Koussan 
said. “What helps 
us stand out in this 
business is that we 
love to give 
everyone samples 
of most of the 
items. We want 
people to taste 

items before they buy them. And who doesn’t love to 
snack on things while shopping?” 

Koussan and his team do a good job of keeping up with 
trends in the market as well as social media. 

“Social media has been a great contributor to our 
success,” he said.

Check out Nuts Now on Facebook www.facebook.
com/p/Nuts-now-61572207046096/.

Everyone is nuts for Nuts Now
G O  N U T S !G O  N U T S !G O  N U T S !

By Terry Jacoby
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Join us for Taco Tuesdays!
$2 TACOS 

with your choice of meat, onions and cilantro.

4939 Allen Rd., Allen Park, MI 48101
(313) 969-3400 | el-jalapeno.com | Mon-Sat: 9 AM – 9 PM |

O U R  M E N U  FAV O R I T E S
Tacos | Loaded Fries | Tortas | Burritos 

Quesadillas | Birria | Tex Mex Dinners | Desserts

DINE IN | CARRY OUT | CATERING

19029 Ecorse Rd,  
Allen Park, MI 48101

Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM

Easy Financing Available!

Walk-Ins Welcome -  
A Bay is Usually Open

ALLEN PARK’S TRUSTED MECHANICS

We do the job right at a fair price. Honest 
work, straightforward answers, and tons of 
repeat customers who keep coming back.

Give us a call to schedule today!
(734) 250-7213

Electronic Diagnosis
Engine Repair

Starting System
Regular Maintenance

Exhaust
A/C Service

Brakes
Steering & Suspension

Delicious Thin Crust and Deep Dish Pizza
Specialties or Build-Your-Own, Gluten Free & Vegan Options  

Beer and Wine Available

Made a BETTER WAY,
    WAY BETTER for You!

6547 Allen Road, Allen Park, MI 48101
313.254.9146 | MajorTomato.com | 

DINE-IN • CARRY-OUT • DELIVERY

Now open for Event Rentals,
Live Entertainment, & More!



5 Lakes Wood Company
4607 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101

Alamir Market & Deli
5223 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-6944

Alexander's Dry Cleaners
5741 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-7300

All Care Pharmacy
7125 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-2273

Allen Park Discount 
Pharmacy
6811 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-2222

Allen Park Market
8246 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-7793

Almas Perfumes
6500 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-200-1200

Big Ben's Comix Oasis
6711 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-0700

Brennan Jewelry
7627 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-1140

Candy Mex Servicios Y Mas
7331 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-982-7664

Car Tunes Stereo Center
6395 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-1053

CAREMED Pharmacy
7210 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-645-1111

Champaign Alley 

Boutique

8043 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-722-4726

CVS

15240 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-7265

Daily Mart

16825 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.382.0122

Deluxe Liquor

18641 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

586.404.3220

Dollar General

19225 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-652-1356

Dollar General

5700 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-379-4961

Great Lakes Ace 

Hardware

15819 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-2401

Homestead Hardwood 

Furniture

4607 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-418-8052

Key Awards & Engraving

6635 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-388-3840

Liquor Maxx

5228 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-4455

Lorna's Cake & Candy 

Supply Shoppe

17434 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.386.2626

Make it Personal Custom 

T-Shirts

5646 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-575-2390

McNally's Shoes

6621 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-4258

Metro by T-Mobile

19345 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-908-7404

Metropolitan Furniture

6670 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-2515

RETAIL

34    ALLEN PARK TODAY



Nuts Now

5713 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-768-5370

Opplemans Trading & 

Exchange 

17037 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.769.5145

Park Athletic Supply

6809 Roosevelt Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-386-6570

Party Stop

7235 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-7580

Plato's Closet Allen Park

6530 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-278-2300

PostNet
8225 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.441.6600

Priority Pharmacy
8221 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-240-2692

Radiant Made for Us 
6634 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-789-7480

Rea Asian Mart
8305 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
586-819-7785

Roll Models Bike Shop
6641 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-1990

Say It With Flowers
7635 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-5222

Signarama Detroit / 

Downriver

6609 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-563-7601

Smoky's Fine Cigars 

15491 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-383-9999

Taylor Trophies & 

Sporting Goods

18753 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-4948

The Pit Stop 

5200 Allen Rd

Allen Park Mi 48101

313-388-1600

The Tile Stop 

19000 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-7700

Top Shelf Liquor
6660 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-5670

Verizon
15424 Southfield Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-346-1752

VIP Tobacco Outlet
19029 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-908-1529
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CUSTOM HOLIDAYS (313) 388-0448



Plato’s Closet Allen Park: 6530 Allen Rd., Allen Park, MI 48101
313-278-2300 | platosclosetallenpark.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am-9pm, Sunday - 11am-6pm

We’re Buying the Trends 
You’re Loving Right Now



EMPOWERING ADULTS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

Southern Care ServicesSouthern Care Services
5633 Allen Road, Allen Park MI 48101 | 313-383-8922

• Meal Preparation & Cooking Skills
• Laundry, Housekeeping & 

Shopping Skills
• Behavioral Intervention Needs
• Budgeting & Money Management 

Guidance
• Socialization Skills
• Medication Instructions and 

Administration

• Health & Safety
• Stress Management
• Transportation to Medical/

Psych Appts., Banking, Grocery 
Shopping, Housing, Social 
Security, DHS and any other 
appointments scheduled.

Southern Care Services, Inc. is a trusted Mental Health Agency serving adults with mental illness 
in Wayne County. As a transitional program, we equip our members with the essential skills to 

successfully move toward independent living.

We are proudly contracted with Detroit Wayne Integrated Health 
Network to provide high-quality mental health services.

Our comprehensive services include:

(313) 514-3222

Kim Gibas, CIC Serving Downriver Since 1997

TURNING 65 SOON?
Avoid Costly Medicare Mistakes

Too many calls
Confusing plans
Not sure what to do

I make it simple.

Medicare can feel
overwhelming...



CARING IS 
MORE THAN 
JUST A JOB, 
IT’S A WAY 
OF LIFE

STAY AT HOME CARE
Because There’s No Place Like Home!

(313) 427-3286

SENIORS • DISABLED ADULTS 

Dedicated to our clients, 
insuring safe and trusted personal care 

while staying in their own home!

• All employees are bonded, background checks, obtainable references 
and insured for your protection.

• We accept Private pay, Veterans assistance, long term care insurance, 
workers comp and accident insurance.

SHORT-TERM RECOVERY ASSISTANCE OR LONG-TERM CARE
• Personal care and light house keeping
• 2-24 hour services
• Caregivers trained to promote safe contact & practices
• Safe assisted living in your own home

8338 Allen Rd., Suite #102b,  
Allen Park, MI 48101
Phone: 313.438.0963 

Fax: 313.438.0974

PACE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Follow us on Facebook! 

Pace Physical Therapy is a Downriver-resident owned 
physical and occupational therapy clinic that can help you 

get your body, health, and life back on track.

Outpatient Clinic | All Ages

Call today to schedule your 
FREE assessment!

Auto Injuries
Arthritis/Joint Pain

Back Pain
Balance and Fall Concerns

Neck Pain
Overall Mobility as You Age

Sports Injuries

Over 75 Years of Experience

Celebrating 25 Years Serving Allen Park

313-388-8888313-388-8888
Coupons Available @ ReliableAutoServiceCenter.com

Licensed and insured, 
proudly servicing Downriver for 25 years!

RELIABLE AUTO 
SERVICE CENTER
Our focus is to provide you trustworthy 

service at a fair price!

ALL MAJOR & MINOR REPAIRS
Foreign & Domestic

17250 Ecorse Road, Allen Park, MI

“Reliable Auto Service Center had quick service with a 
friendly staff. Thank you for the service and dedication 
to taking care of my truck.” - Craig Scrupsky

$20 OFF 
$200

$30 OFF 
$300

$50 OFF 
$400 OR MORE

CHECK WITH US FOR QUARTERLY SPECIALS!



A Squared Studio
7840 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-5557

AB Fitness Studio
6738 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-380-0150

Ady Kristal Beauty Salon
5644 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-551-4765

Aesthetics Lab Detroit
6531 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
586-333-3223

Alibi Barbershop
18732 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-406-6602

Allen Park Martial Arts 
Center
7318 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-5288

Anthony's Hair Inc
7330 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-6618

Beauty Lab 
6601 Park Ave Ste 3
Allen Park MI 48101

Better Health & Nutrition
4601 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-283-7136

Bloom MMA & Fitness
5903 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-989-9222

Brows by Alissa
6601 Park Ave Ste 5
Allen Park MI 48101

Deep Roots Massage
17218 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-934-3386

Dr. Beard Barber Shop 
17029 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-799-6171

Fabulous Nails
8011 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-427-8888

Grand River Barber Co
6525 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-768-5414

H&Y Barber Shop
8003 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-588-0288

Hairapy by Natice 
19310 Ecores Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-999-4556

Iconic Image 
6524 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-240-1443

Ironharp Massage
7000 Roosevelt Ave Ste 200
Allen Park MI 48101
586-295-6973

Just Beneath the Skin 
6627 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-573-7741

K & Y Beauty Services
7910 Allen Rd Ste 103
Allen Park MI 48101
313-434-6244

Kay Beauty Asthetics
6601 Park Ave Ste 9
Allen Park MI 48101
313-663-2065

Laboratory Barbershop
5127 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-768-5021

Legendary Barber 
Lounge
4611 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-329-1344

Lion's Den Hair Salon
6761 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-2306

Lucky 38 Tattoo
6518 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-8199

Lux Beauty Studio
6551 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-324-2301

Massage Blue 
5000 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-406-9980

Meraki Fitness
6817 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
888-708-0944

Michael’s Hair Salon
5335 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-8711

Michigan Karate 
Academy
17426 Ecores Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313.292.9214

Nail Bar
6540 Allen Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-722-4472

Park Avenue Barber Shop
6728 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-539-3049

Purple Change Wellness
7445 Allen Rd Ste 110
Allen Park MI 48101
313-914-4085

Radiant Face & Bodi
6601 Park Ave Ste 8
Allen Park MI 48101

Revelation Wellness & 
Massage
7445 Allen Rd Ste 130
Allen Park MI 48101
313-310-6364

Rosie's Artistry

6601 Park Ave Ste 10

Allen Park MI 48101

Salon Refresh'd

17243 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-9899

Salon Volumé

6661 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-769-6400

Shades of Light

7340 Park Ave.

Allen Park MI 48101

Str8 to the Point Piercing

6506 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-395-2589

Tattoo Addicts

5817 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-388-7299

The Golden Rooster 

Tattoos

18728 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-438-0174

Time 2 Cut Salon 

19310 Ecores Rd, Ste. A

Allen Park MI 48101

313.386.0687

BEAUTY & WELLNESS
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Allen Park Dental Care
5329 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-771-9480

Allen Park Family 
Chiropractic
7636 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-6099

Allen Park Family 
Physicians
7445 Allen Rd Ste 210
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-9552

Allen Park Health Center
7105 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-7130

APC Physicians
6742 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-2333

Artistic Dental Lab
17445 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.383.0111

Athletico Physical 
Therapy
16910 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-637-9601

B. Heissenbuettel LPC LLC 
(Mental Health)
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-597-7504

Beltone Hearing Aid 
Center
15401 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-2130

Branches Holistic 
Somatic Therapy 
7740 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-310-6364

Brian K. Van Netta DDS
(Dental Care)
6705 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-4220

Cambridge Chiropractic
7905 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
586-677-7966

Contemporary 
Gynecology
7940 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-3200

Corewell Health 
Laboratory 
15101 Southfield Rd # 103
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-3395

Cornerstone Caregiving
6720 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
734-301-4594

Corwell Health Urgent 
Care
15606 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-771-5274

DaVita Downriver Kidney 
Center
5600 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
833-340-1599

DaVita Kidney Allen 
Park- Home Training
16407 Southfield Rd Suite B
Allen Park MI 48101
833-459-2907

Denture & Implant 
Center of Allen Park
5731 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-253-0450

Detroit Cardiac Education
7445 Allen Rd Ste 103
Allen Park MI 48101
313-247-9138

Detroit Sinus Center
14575 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-8787

Dialogo Therapy
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 201
Allen Park MI 48101
313-279-8034

Discover Chiropractic 
HealthCare 
7343 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-582-1040

DMC Footcare Specialists
19250 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-294-9700

Downriver ENT 
14551 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-8787

Downriver Family 
Physicians
15101 Southfield Rd #102
Allen Park MI 48101
313-294-9410

Downriver Vascular 
Associates
16507 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-429-3211

E. Guest LMSW LLC 
(Mental Health)
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
734-777-7503

Family Medicine
7106 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-8310

Firsthand Counseling & 
Metal Health
7445 Allen Rd Ste 270
Allen Park MI 48101
313-949-5793

Frank Staniewicz DDS 
7740 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-6100

Ghassan Amir Atto
(Family Medicine)
14825 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-7071

Grace Endocrine Services
6540 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-2528

Grahovac, Lore &  Mills 
(Obstetrics and Gynecology)
7445 Allen Rd Ste 190
Allen Park MI 48101
313-271-1427

Great Expressions Dental 
Center
6760 Allen Rd Ste 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-2500

Grow your Mind Therary 
6601 Park Ave Ste 2
Allen Park MI 48101
313-825-6593

Guidance Home Health 
Services
7312 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-3844

Heart & Vascular 
Institute
15101 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-3996

Henry Ford Family Medicine
7226 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-5530

Henry Ford 
Rehabilitation 
7445 Allen Rd Ste 102
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-5600

MEDICAL & DENTAL PROFESSIONALS
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J. Collins, LLPC LLC 
(Mental Health)
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-580-8314

J. Czajka LMSW LLC 
(Mental Health)
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-646-7092

Look @ Faith Inc. 
Homecare
15301 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-436-0098

MD Well
8025 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-278-2800

Metro Infectious Disease 
Consultation
7445 Allen Rd Ste 250
Allen Park MI 48101
877-448-3627

Michigan Surgical 
Associates 
7910 Allen Rd Ste 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-436-4746

MVMT Chiropractic & 
Physiotherapy
4531 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-768-5385

Nephrology 
Hypertension Clinic
16407 Southfield Rd Suite A

Allen Park MI 48101

313-271-3000

Neurointerventional Pain 
Management
18707 Ecores Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

734.682.3309

OPM Doctors
16000 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-4444

P. Houck, LMSW LLC 
(Mental Health)

7000 Roosevelt Ave 

Suite 101

Allen Park MI 48101

313-550-3446

PACE Home Health Care
8338 Allen Rd Suite 102A

Allen Park MI 48101

734-287-4184

PACE Physical Therapy
8338 Allen Rd 

Suite 102B

Allen Park MI 48101

313-438-0963

Park Urgent Care
15101 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-383-3333

Planned Choices 
Women's Resource 
Center
4517 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-5941

Platinum Hearing Aids
14575 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-4810

Preferred Rehabilitation
15636 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-0700

Premier MRI CT
15670 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
888-674-4669

Primary Care Center 
Allen Park
7804 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-0033

R. Lambrix, LMSW LLC 
(Mental Health)
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-363-0937

S M Kaura MD PLLC
(Internal Medicine)
6801 Allen Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-382-3400

Schram Alan J DPM
(Foot Specialist)
6704 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-7920

Smile Clinic of Allen Park
17007 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.388.7720

Smile Sensations
7720 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-1633

Sound Mind Christian 
Counseling
7445 Allen Rd Ste 134
Allen Park MI 48101
734-470-9941

Southern Care
5633 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.383.8922

Stay At Home Care
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 100
Allen Park MI 48101
313-427-3286

SVS Vision
15801 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101

Tally Dental Excellence
5300 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-766-2686

Taylor Pediatrics
7445 Allen Rd Ste 120
Allen Park MI 48101
734-250-7887

Taylor Vein Solutions & 
Laser Aesthetics
7910 Allen Rd Ste 102
Allen Park MI 48101
734-287-1950

Team Rehabilitation 
Physical Therapy
16000 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-359-8867

The Visionary
7333 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-3937

Tuccini Orthodontic Lab 
Inc
6533 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-1827

USA Hearing Aid Services
15101 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-551-5752

Vitalis Clinical Research
7445 Allen Rd Ste 260
Allen Park MI 48101
313-881-4536

Western Wayne 
Physicians
8338 Allen Rd Suite 101
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-5500

continuedMEDICAL & DENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
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we know insurance can 
be complicated.  
luckily, we’re experts.
simple human sense®

“All your insurance needs” 
737.287.2400  •  glainsurance.com

GOODWIN, LADEMAN  
& ASSOCIATES, INC.
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THE

CARB  N
GROUP

www.TheCarbonGroup.net

Expert Guidance for Every 
Real Estate Journey

BUYERS: Smart strategy. Skilled
negotiation. Clear direction. We

protect your investment and position
you to win — without overpaying.

Rooted in downtown Allen Park. Growing with You!
 From homes and heroes to hometown businesses -

with 20+ agents we’re proud to serve, support & help
our community move forward!

The Element of Trust in Real Estate

Allen Park Residents & Veteran Owned LPT Office

Scan for more
information on
our team &
services!

SELLERS: Strategic pricing, powerful
marketing, and expert negotiation
working together to protect your

equity and maximize your outcome.

INVESTORS: From fix and flip 
projects to multi-family and 

commercial acquisitions, we build
portfolios with purpose and profit.

PROBATE: Experienced probate
representation through respectful

guidance, legal awareness & confident
direction when it matters most.

Shannon & Todd Bagdonas
313-766-8387 * 313-575-9232
www.MovinginMichigan.net

6838 Park Ave, Allen Park, MI 48101

Areas of Expertise:

*Sellers
*Buyers
*Investors

*Probate / Estates 
*Divorce
*Relocation

*Residential & Commercial
*Luxury & Vacation Homes
*Senior Downsizing

We Are Nationwide with the ability to help you in all 50 States & Canada!



Traditional and Cremation Service planning
5900 ALLEN RD
(313) 928-2300

Taylor
(313) 291-1800

VORANFUNERALHOME.COM

Dearborn
(313) 278-5100

Give your family peace of mind for
the future by preplanning today at no cost.

For more information call us or visit

COMPREHENSIVE AND PERSONALIZED 
SERVICES SPECIALIZING IN: 

Consumer Bankruptcy 

Elder Law / Medicaid Planning

Estate Planning: Wills, Trusts; Durable Powers of Attorney

Probate: Decedents Estates, Guardianships, Conservatorships

Trust Administration

Special Education Law

JANE F. RUSIN LAW, PLLC
6828 Park Ave., Allen Park, Michigan 48101

Direct: (313) 920-60912 | Email: jfrusinlaw@comcast.net
www.janefrusinlaw.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS | WEEKEND AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Proudly advocating for Allen Park and Other Downriver Families



Allen Park Public Library 
8100 Allen Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-381-2124

Allen Park City Hall
15915 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-1400

Allen Park Community 
Center
15800 White Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-0771

Allen Park Fire 
Department
6730 Roosevelt
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-0024 (non-
emergency)

Allen Park Police 
Department
15915 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-4158 (non-
emergency)

Twenty Fourth District 
Court
6515 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-0535

US Post Office
6800 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park Mi 48101
800-257-8777 

Allen Park Elks Lodge 
#2194
6605 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-1190

Allen Park Masonic 
Center
17212 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-7137

Allen Park Presbyterian 
Church 
7101 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-0100

American Legion Post  
#409 
6737 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-5765

Calvary Chapel 
Downriver
6760 Allen Rd Ste 203/204
Allen Park MI 48101
248-722-3134

Crosspoint Freewill 
Baptist Church
4015 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-1810

Detroit Baptist 
Theological Seminary
4801 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-0111

Detroit World Outreach 
Church
7155 Norwood Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-255-2222

Inter-City Baptist Church
4635 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-5222

The Road Church
14880 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-3979

Pretty Family Park
7500 Quandt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101

Community Park
6799 Gahona Ave
Allen Park MI 48101

Riel Park
4900 Arno Ave
Allen Park MI 48101

Church/Teller Park
14585 Arlington Ave
Allen Park MI 48101

Cunningham Park
16850 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101

Koalty Car Care
16805 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-221-3831

Allen Park Collision
16834 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.381.9500

Soft Cloth Car Wash
17050 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
248.968.3196

Allen Park Auto Sales
17120 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-771-5555

Allen Park Auto Repair
17151 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.887.4445

Reliable Auto Service 

Center

17250 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.388.8888

Walker's Auto Service

19029 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

734.250.7213

Shell Gas Station

19350 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-506-3299

Allen Park Car Care

7141 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-724-6265

D'Angelo's Service Center
4505 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-1391

Sunoco Gas Station
5248 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
248-508-0690

D & M Quick Lube
5533 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-9773

Citgo Gas Station
6026 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-633-9587

Amoco Gas Station
7200 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-6985

Beydoun Fuel Stop 
7837 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-3402-5412

Metro Point Auto Services
8315 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-7400

Sunoco Gas Station
8333 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-7164

Oil Change Center
15001 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-9999

AutoZone Auto Parts
15114 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-6844

Marathon Gas Station
15500 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-0040

Shell Gas Station
15700 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-742-3299

BP 
16059 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-7165

SNK Fuels
16650 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-943-3700

Marathon Gas Station
17001 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-551-4717

CAR & FUEL

COMMUNITY
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A. J. O'Neil Enterprises  
18708 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-2255

Affinity Financial 
Advisory
7300 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-294-9290

Alliance Catholic Credit 
Union
7130 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
877-950-2228

ATS Advisors
7915 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-7180

Bozman Tax Service
16621 Southfield Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-388-2911

Brown's Tax & 
Accounting Service
5565 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-6773

Chase Bank
14601 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
866-960-0340

CW Accounting Services

7226 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-564-1855

Dalon Tax Services

17150 Ecorse Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313.386.4000

E.L.M. Capital

7344 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

Economic Financial 

Services

19200 Ecorse Rd Ste 101

Allen Park MI 48101

313-389-2577

Emiepow Insurance

7445 Allen Rd Ste 106

Allen Park MI 48101

833-364-3769

ETS Firm

6631 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-406-6444

Gomez Tax Service

7608 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-254-9500

Grucz Financial
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 103
Allen Park MI 48101
313.300.2714

Harvest Partners 
Financial
7321 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-6000

JAS Century Small 
Business Solutions
18735 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-4600

JD GROUP ACC INC
4731 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-582-0298

John G. Parr: Allstate 
Insurance
6537 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-4500

K.R. Broderdorf 
Professional Services
6716 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-291-8887

L.A. Insurance
19351 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-2222

Leonard & Associates Tax 
Services
5810 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-7622

Michigan Business & 
Personal Tax Center
17411 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-1040

Nadine - Meemic 
Insurance 
6621 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-633-9552

NextGen
6831 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-223-7993

PNC Bank
15625 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-4160

Robinson Wealth 
Management
7343 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-908-4517

Skiver Investments
6715 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-0486

Smith Insurance Group
8258 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-278-3800

State Farm Insurance - 
Leonard Crosby
6721 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-8650

State Farm Insurance-
Justin Listman 
17237 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.749.9997

Surma & Company, P.C.
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 204
Allen Park MI 48101
313.386.6800

Western Wayne Billing 
Company
8338 Allen Rd Suite 202
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-3408

Zeal Credit Union
7240 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
800-321-8570

Zeal Credit Union 
(Drive-Thru)
7532 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
800-321-8570

FINANCIAL & ACCOUNTING
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Attorney Anthony S 

Guerriero

6828 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-388-0500

Attorney David A. 

Bajorek 

6715 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-9701

Attorney James Gizicki

7000 Roosevelt Ave 

Suite 102

Allen Park MI 48101

313-492-5750

Attorney Jeffery Fanto

7000 Roosevelt Ave 

Suite 102

Allen Park MI 48101

313-610-6047

Brookstone Realtors - 

Cass Realty

7931 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-357-3800

Burger Law Offices
5524 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-3600

Goodwin, Lademan and 
Assoc.
6736 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-287-2400

IQ Properties
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 104
Allen Park MI 48101
313-333-5166

Jane F. Rusin Law PLLC
6828 Park Ave
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-920-6091

Kocienski & Associates 
Law Firm
6842 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-5800

Law Office of Gary 
Miotke
6828 Park Ave
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-388-4809

Law Office Of Jerome 
Goldman
5646 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-996-5270

Law Offices of Brian T. 
Berry, PLC
6828 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-564-1888

Law Offices of Miller & 
Miller, P.C.
6803 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-1400

LPT Realty 
6838 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-382-2300

McAvoy & Reid Law Firm
19200 Ecorse Rd Ste 102
Allen Park MI 48101
313-291-0240

Minnesota Title Agency
7326 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-6313

Nichols & Eberth, P.C.
7500 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-561-5700

Park Avenue Realty
8048 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-477-4030 

Real Estate Unlimited Inc
7614 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-383-4400

Robert P. Coutts 
Attorney at Law
7445 Allen Rd Ste 118

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-1440

Sterling & Abramson PC
6828 Park Ave

Allen Park Mi 48101

800-995-6991

Waisons Realty
7311 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-769-5353

Queen's Palace Banquet 
Hall
16736 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-575-6843  

Allen Park Motor Lodge
14887 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-6900 

Brooks and Landry Fine 
Catering & Events
4936 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101  
248.761.1844

Ground Control
6547 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-254-9146

Hampton Inn & Suites 
Allen Park
16400 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-9730

Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites 
9000 Enterprise Dr
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-9790

Roosevelt Lanes 
Recreation
6701 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-381-0222 

The Park
6708 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-850-8949

The Prestige Banquet 
Hall
6600 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.928.1340

The Prestige Chapel 

6560 Allen Rd

Allen Park Mi 48101

313-928-1340 

Thunderbowl Lanes

4200 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-4688

TownePlace Suites by 

Marriott

16850 Southfield Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-383-9780

HOSPITALITY & ENTERTAINMENT

LEGAL & REAL ESTATE
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Advanced Appliance 
Service 
7828 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
800-598-6636

AllPoint Construction
7420 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-407-7110

Anna's Drapery and 
Design
7307 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-1200

Bill's Lawncare & 
Landscaping
4117 Allen Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-336-2111

Carm's Electric
16130 Cleophus Ave
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-382-7631

Center Steel Sales
6645 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-7205

Chuck Putzig's Plumbing
17041 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.381.3819

Custom Holidays
7000 Roosevelt Ave 
Suite 202
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-0448

Delta Electrical Services
5556 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
248-476-1626

Digital Solutions
6617 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-4150

Downriver Refrigeration
Supply
5213 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-0420

Everybody Ready Inc.
7445 Allen Rd Ste 160
Allen Park MI 48101
734-285-4001

Griffin Properties & Mgt 
Co
7344 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-3938

Haddix Electric Co
5729 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-386-7288

Hazen Transfer
7445 Allen Rd 
Ste 116
Allen Park MI 48101
734-857-5554

Impact Force
6735 Park Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-4600

Intellitek Inc
17006 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.382.9220

Jobs Direct
5026 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-551-5272

Kidz World Learning 
Center
6500 Roosevelt Ave
Allen Park MI 48101
313-406-6724

Maloney Roofing
6601 Park Ave Ste 6
Allen Park MI 48101
313-800-1917

Maple Heights Senior 
Living
4600 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-6226

Metal Building 
Contractors
16641 Southfield Rd 
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-388-1210

Michigan Comfort 
Systems
7823 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
734-672-4901

Nehez Recruiting
17136 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
866.913.5111

Nu Home Property 
Management 
14801 Southfield Rd
Allen Park Mi 48101
313-698-0501

RHAC Heating & Cooling
18626 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313.406.9978

Secured Arms Security
8233 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-914-4795

States Canvas
5120 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-768-5820

Superior Ambulance 

6600 Roosevelt Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

630-832-2000

Teddy Bear Day Care

5043 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-8484

Vertec Inc & VIS Alliance

7445 Allen Rd Ste 124

Allen Park MI 48101

313-381-3755

Voran Funeral Home

5900 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-928-2300

Wayne County Bail 

Bonds

5518 Allen Rd

Allen Park MI 48101

313-266-3688

Weise Funeral Home 

7210 Park Ave

Allen Park MI 48101

313-382-1150

Canterbury Tails
18740 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-827-0466

Critter Pet Shop
19309 Ecorse Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-383-9460

VCA Allen Park Animal 
Hospital
5401 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-928-9100

Healing Care Animal 
Hospital
7430 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-791-7252

Allen Park Pet Spa
8039 Allen Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-388-3297

Affiliated Emergency 
Veterinary
15220 Southfield Rd
Allen Park MI 48101
313-389-1700

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PET & ANIMAL CARE
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Allen Park 
Homeowners:
SELL IN 30 DAYS — 
GUARANTEED.
I guarantee I will sell your home in 30 days — 
or I will reduce my commission by 1%.
Here’s what that requires:
• Property valued at $250,000+
• Priced within my recommended market range
• Full access for showings
• Implementation of my complete marketing plan

If those standards are met and your home doesn’t sell within 30 
days, I cut my commission by 1%.

SCAN TO SEE 
IF YOUR HOME 

QUALIFIES

Why am I so confident? — I know my 
marketing plan works.

A home on Goddard 
in Allen Park sat 
on the market for 
over 200 days with 
another agent.

I took over the 
listing.

It sold within 30 
days. 

Same house. 
Different strategy.

WANT THE DETAILS?
Scan the QR code to see how the 30-Day Sale  
Plan works and find out if your home qualifies.

Don’t settle for 
average.  

Get #ZachSold
ZACH SCHLACHT 
Associate Broker 
Real Estate One 

Allen Park Resident
313-626-0598

zach@zachsold.com

Available on qualifying 
properties $250,000+.  

Written agreement required. 
Terms apply.



ESTATE PLANNING & DEEDS
PROBATE 

REAL ESTATE

6803 Roosevelt Ave. Allen Park, MI 48101 | 313-386-1400 | miller-law.net

Serving Allen Park for a combined 70 years



Valid only at Culver’s of Allen Park

15655 Southfield Rd
Allen Park, MI 48101
(313) 914-2049

Order online  at Culvers.com or on Doordash or UberEats

©2026 Culver Franchising System, LLC
Limited time offer. At participating Culver’s 

restaurants. 0715-02-26

EVERYDAY UNTIL 1AM
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A  LLEN PARK will be the site of Henry Ford 
SandCastles Navigators Grief Series for families who 
are grieving the death of a loved one. This eight

week series empowers families with the tools to make their 
grief journey easier, in community with peers.  

Leah Bengel, Henry Ford SandCastles clinical coordinator, 
shared with Allen Park High School students about how she 
felt after her mother died. 

“When I was 12, my mom died by suicide,” Bengel said. 
“My world was turned upside down and I was filled with 
many emotions.”  

She was about to enter junior high and although she had 
family support, she had a difficult time relating to friends who 
never experienced a death loss before.  

“SandCastles provided me with the coping skills I needed 
to be successful as a teen and into adulthood,” Bengel said. 
“It helped me normalize that I wasn’t alone on my grief 
journey and relate to peers who also experienced a 
death. Most importantly it taught me how to 
memorialize my mom and keep her memory alive. 
I truly believe without SandCastles my family 
would not be able to talk about my mom, 
and I would not be where I am today without 
the support I received from SandCastles.” 

Bengel and her family participated in 
SandCastles for about 18 months, including 
attending camp twice. Her experience led 
her into volunteering for SandCastles, then 
becoming a social worker and now she 
works for the program she participated in 
as a youth.  

Bengel, along with her team at 
SandCastles, have been working with Allen 
Park High School through school social worker Kathy Weaver 
for two years to support grieving students in the community. 
Bengel has talked in each health class about the challenges 
of grief, how to cope and how to help your friends in grief.  

Additionally, SandCastles brought New York Life’s Grief 
Sensitive Schools project in to train teachers and receive a 
$500 NYL grant for becoming a Grief Sensitive School. 

In 2025, Allen Park High School Student Council identified 
SandCastles as its recipient of the charity week fundraiser, 
which raised over $5,000. Students continue to donate time 

to create painted rocks and make blankets for campers at 
SandCastles Camp. Together SandCastles and APHS is 
working to be grief allies to families in need, including 
through the upcoming Navigators series.   

SandCastles’ eight-week Navigators Program provides a 
space for families to join in community with others on their 
grief journey to explore the rocky waters of grief and find a 
path toward healing. Children and teens will spend time with 
peers utilizing creative arts activities and discussion to help 
normalize their grief journey. 

The series starts in early April and registration 
is open now. Interested families, please call (313) 

771-7005 to set up a required intake call.
SandCastles’ ongoing bi-weekly groups, called 

Connections, are also available in Detroit, St. Clair 
Shores, Rochester, and West Bloomfield, as well as 

virtually. Additionally, a weekend bereavement camp will 
be held August 14-16. Camp is an adventure-filled, fun, 
healing weekend. 

Anyone in need of help or information regarding grieving 
children can reach out by calling (313) 771-7005 or emailing 
sandcastles@hfhs.org. Services are offered 
free of charge, though they are supported 
by community volunteers and donors. 
Individuals interested in volunteering or 
supporting can learn more at 
aboutsandcastles.org.  

Henry Ford SandCastles
Supporting families in grief after the death of a loved one



FOR 20 years, Allen Park resident Elaine Erkfitz has picked up senior 
citizens and disabled persons from their homes and transported them by 
bus to wherever they want to go.

Erkfitz, who is 85 herself, said she enjoys her role as a senior transportation 
specialist. She’s a senior driving seniors through a program provided by the 
city and SMART, the Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation.

Residents in need of a ride to their doctor office, dentist office, shopping or 
other destinations – even just out to lunch – simply call the Parks and 
Recreation Department to schedule a ride. Destinations can be as far as four 
miles outside a city border, including hospitals in Dearborn and Wyandotte. 
The round-trip fee is only $4 per passenger.

Erkfitz is in good health, fit, is friendly and knows the job well. She knows 
her bus and its equipment, which includes a wheelchair, a walker and a lift for 
people who need easy access to the vehicle. She knows when it needs 
maintenance, which is provided by the Department of Public Services.

“I just love what I’m doing,” she said.” I really do.”
Erkfitz followed in the footsteps of her 

husband of 56 years, Jim, who had retired 
from BBDO and served the city as a 
driver. When the city had an opening for 
another driver, Jim recommended Elaine 
for the position. She earned a chauffer’s 
license and at first drove seniors on 
“adventures,” trips, including 
Frankenmuth and the Jackson State 
Prison. Her role eventually changed. She 
kept the job even after Jim’s passing nine 
years ago.

The mother of two sons and 
grandmother of two said the best part of 
the job is the people she drives. She is 
there for them, she talks to them and 

befriends them. As a “good listener,” 
she’s a great ambassador for the 
program.

“The seniors are wonderful,” she 
said. “They really are.”

The city feels the same way about 
her.

“Elaine is exactly what we need,” 
said Rob Fulton, director of Parks and 
Recreation. “We’re the outside 
attachment to these people. The 
majority do not drive. Elaine engages 
with these folks so she’s more than a 
driver. She is caring. She’s a friend.

“Elaine probably knows more about 
these passengers than some of their 
family members,” Rob added. “She 
has attended funerals and has been 
invited to parties. They have such a 
confidence in Elaine and a comfort 
level. That’s all we ask. She’s good for 
the SMART program.”

Erkfitz said there are “times I want 
to retire, but Rob says, ‘what will you 
do?’ I think I’ll stay until I get bored. 
You can always play so much 
pickleball and cardio drumming. 
Fortunately, my knees are good and I 
have only minimal hand arthritis.”

Elaine is one of six drivers in the 
city program. The others are Frank 
Goodwin, Jim Degg, Tina Righetti, 
Katie Gryzwa and Dave Wilkie. They 
are all employed by the City of Allen 
Park, which has an agreement with 
SMART.

The city has applied for grants that 
would pay for a new bus. Allen Park 
is eligible for two new buses over the 
next two years.

To schedule a ride, call the Allen 
Park Department of Parks and 
Recreation at (313) 928-0771. 
Transportation hours are 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

A Senior Driving Seniors
85-year-old Elaine Erkfitz provides more 
than just a ride for seasoned residents
By Dave Gorgon
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A  LLEN PARK dog owners interested in the city 
creating a park for their pets will be getting their 
way later this year.

Several city departments are working with an ad hoc 
committee to iron out the details of the park, which will be 
located near the statue of Rusty the dog on one-and-a-half 
acres on the grounds of the Department of Public Services 
(DPS) at 24000 Outer Drive. The artwork was relocated 
from the former campus of Baker College.

“We hope to have it open by early to mid-summer,” said 
DPS Director Aaron Filipski.

Since the property is partially located in Melvindale, the 
park will be open to Melvindale residents as well. All 
participants will purchase a pass to gain access to the park. 
The cost of the pass has not been determined.

“A dog park is a very popular amenity,” Filipski said. 
“There’s a community within the community of the 
members.”

Since Filipski oversaw a dog park for his previous 
employer, the City of Royal Oak, he has been tapped to 
get Allen Park’s park built and opened. The Allen Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation, the city clerk’s office 
and even the mayor’s office have been involved, and the 
city council has approved the creation and funding of the 
park.

A dog park has been a topic for several years in Allen 
Park. Filipski said the “gears started turning” last April. 
Staff met with an ad hoc dog park committee to discuss 
needs, options and overcoming any challenges, such as 
truck traffic and sharing parking space with city employees.

“We spent time laying out some designs with the users 
in mind,” Filipski added.

He also sourced “the appropriate vendors,” such as a 
concrete provider, a fencing contractor and technology 
providers that would supply access key fobs to users and 
closed-circuit cameras to keep an eye on the park.

The participants met again in the fall when a rough 
layout was presented. Filipski said the committee will draft 
a user agreement, rules for the park and a price for users. 
He said the park will be divided into two parts: one for 
larger dogs, the other for smaller dogs. Both sections will 
be fenced.

Parks and Recreation 
Director Rob Fulton said 
participating dogs will 
have to be registered in 
the city and have all 
their shots. Filipski said 
the dog owners will 
police the park, saying 
all members will want 
the rules to be enforced 
and for everyone to be 
respectful.

Community surveys 
indicated there was high 
level of interest in a dog 
park in the city. Mayor Gail McLeod appointed several 
members to the dog park committee, including Allen Park 
dog lovers Pam and Wayne Smith, who have eagerly 
surveyed other dog parks in the region.

“Pam and Wayne have been an integral part of moving 
the dog park forward,” Fulton said. “They have passion 
and enthusiasm for this to become a reality. I know it’s a 
vital piece to add to our community offerings and to 
maintain our momentum as a very aggressive and 
progressive community.”

The Smiths have plenty of experience taking their 6-year-
old Boston Terrier, Tess, to dog parks, especially when they 
visit Dunedin, Florida, for about five months a year. Locally, 
they visit WOOFhaven, a dog park in Woodhaven.

“So many other cities have dog parks,” Pam said. 
“We’re snowbirds in Florida. We take our pup to a dog 
park every single day. It’s socialization for her and us. It’s a 
great way to meet people. We’ve met about 40 people at 
the dog park and, of course, we know every single pup. 
We enjoy it as much as the pups.”

Wayne is known as the “candy man” at the Florida park 
because he always provides treats for the four-legged 
friends. 

“Dog parks are an opportunity for people to meet and 
talk about local issues and make friends,” Wayne said. “It’s 
a nice way to get out and meet people.”

“We laugh, we talk, we visit and celebrate birthdays,” 
Pam added. “Outside of the dog park, we have breakfast, 
lunches and coffee with people we’ve met there.”

The Smiths have resided in Allen Park since 1998 and 
the dog park concept has excited them as much as 
anything else in the city.

“I personally like being part of projects that people are 
excited about, that make a difference and improve quality 
of life,” Filipski said. “I’m excited about this.”

Get Ready to Mingle
Allen Park dog park in the works   By Dave Gorgon

Wayne Smith and Tess (above). 
With wife Pam and Tess (right) at a 
Florida dog park.
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A  S spring sunlight reflects off freshly updated glass and 
steel, the Allen Park Fire Station is taking on a new 
life, one that mirrors the pride, dedication and 

professionalism of the firefighters who call it home. 
After more than a year of construction, the station’s 

comprehensive renovation is now racing toward a July 2026 
completion, marking a major investment in both public safety 
and the people who provide it.

The transformation began in January 2025, with a full gut 
and rebuilding of the station’s interior living spaces. Crew 
bedrooms, living quarters, kitchen, gym facility, and offices 
were all redesigned from the ground up to better support 
the daily demands of modern firefighting. 

Former chief and deputy chief offices were repurposed into 
crew locker rooms, while outdated firefighter kitchens, 
storage areas and former Department of Public Works offices 
were converted into private bedrooms, a commercial-grade 
kitchen and a state-of-the-art fitness facility.

Beyond aesthetics, the project has focused heavily on 
safety, efficiency and long-term sustainability. Major 
infrastructure upgrades include high-efficiency commercial 
HVAC systems, LED lighting throughout the station, code-
compliant fire detection and suppression systems, enhanced 
door security with cameras, and a cutting-edge “Heart 
Smart” 911 alerting system designed to improve emergency 
response times.

The apparatus bay, often considered the heart of any fire 
station, also received significant attention. Upgrades include 
full-glass bi-fold apparatus doors, new crew office space, 
efficient radiant heating, commercial ceiling fans, an 
upgraded diesel exhaust removal system, extensive floor 
drain repairs, and complete concrete floor reconditioning. 
Together, these improvements modernize the bay while 
creating a safer, healthier working environment.

“We are so thrilled with all the changes to the station,” 
said Fire Chief Jeff O’Riley. “The 
upgrades and improvements are a 
vast improvement over our old 
living conditions. The crew finally 
have a station they deserve to call 
home while serving their 
community day in and day out.”

At approximately 60 percent 
complete, construction is now 

Allen Park fire station remodel nears completion
A New Home for Those Who Serve

focused on a new administration building 
and department training space. The 
former dormitory structure was found to 
have severe foundation issues, causing 
the building to sink and exterior walls to 
fail, making replacement the only viable 
option.

“We’re excited that the new building will not only house 
our administrative offices but also include a proper 
conference room for professional meetings with business 
owners and construction contractors,” Chief O’Riley 
explained.

The new training room will accommodate up to 50 people, 
giving firefighters a dedicated space for daily training while 
also allowing the department to host state-sponsored classes 
through the Michigan Firefighters Training Council. These 
programs are funded through licensing and inspection fees 
from fireworks stands across the state, turning a unique 
revenue source into a valuable training opportunity for first 
responders.

As the project enters its final phase, attention will shift to 
exterior enhancements, including a secure staff parking area, 
landscaping, architectural roof panels, a clock tower, and a 
dedicated firefighter training area behind the station.

“We are incredibly proud of our new station and can’t wait 
to share it with the community,” Chief O’Riley said. “I want to 
thank the residents of Allen Park for their continued support, 
as well as everyone who donated their time and financial 
contributions to help make this new home something truly 
special.”

Once completed, the renovated Allen Park Fire Station will 
stand as more than a modernized facility. It will be a symbol 
of the city’s commitment to its firefighters and the community 
they protect, every hour of every day.
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PARK Avenue Realty in Allen Park has been named a 
Wayne County Real Producers Top 100 and 
recognized by HOUR Detroit magazine as being in 

the Top 5 percent of realtors in the Metro Detroit area 
from 2015–2025.

While the awards are an honor, what owners Kelly 
Matelic and John Medrek are most proud of is something 
far more meaningful – the incredible feedback from the 
clients they’ve served over the years.

Park Avenue Realty holds an impressive 4.7 out of 
5-star rating on Google, along with a 5.0 rating on Zillow 
with over 500 reviews.

One recent client, Brooke, shared: “I cannot 
recommend Park Avenue Realty enough! Kelly and John 
assisted me throughout the whole process. They were 
there for every single step and every single question I 
had. The process of buying a house would not have been 
such a breeze without them.”

Another client, Rich, said: “Great people! Great 
communication! Kelly was recommended to me by my 
lawyer for my aunt’s estate. I had never owned a house 
before, so this was all new to me. She did a fantastic job 
helping me navigate the treacherous waters of realty! 
Within three days of hiring them, the estate sold for 
above the asking price.”

“These reviews mean the world to me,” Kelly said. 
“Nothing is more exciting than the gratifying feeling I 
get from helping people meet their real estate needs. I 

understand how important 
it is to find your dream 
home or secure the best 
offer for your property. I 
make it my responsibility 
to help my clients achieve 
their goals.”

A boutique brokerage 
with a personal touch 
located on Allen Road in 
Allen Park, Park Avenue 
Realty is a family-run 
brokerage operated by 
husband-and-wife team 
Kelly Matelic and John 
Medrek. With over 26 
years of combined 
experience in the local 
market, they specialize in 
residential real estate 
throughout Allen Park and 
the surrounding Downriver 
communities.

“We like to call ourselves ‘Spouses Selling Houses,’” 
Kelly said. “Together, we work as a team to list and sell 
homes, combining our strengths to provide a hands-on, 
highly personal experience for our clients.”

What sets Park Avenue Realty apart is their 
commitment to:

 Clear communication
 Strong local market knowledge
 Confidence-driven guidance through every step
 Individualized attention

“Being a small, family-run business allows us to truly 
focus on our clients’ goals and deliver thoughtful, 
personalized service,” said Kelly, whose love for real 
estate comes from the heart.

“I first got into real estate because I love helping 
people navigate one of the biggest decisions of their 
lives, and that passion continues today,” she said. 
“Working alongside my husband makes the experience 
even more rewarding. Together, we take pride in helping 
clients feel supported, informed and confident from start 
to finish.”

Park Avenue Realty focuses on personal attention, 
teamwork and earning the trust their clients value when 
buying or selling a home.

“You can count on me to always do what’s in your best 
interest,” Kelly said. “I pride myself on being honest, 
trustworthy and knowledgeable in the real estate market. 
Whether you are an experienced investor or a first-time 
buyer, I am here to help you find the property of your 
dreams.”

Park Avenue Realty is located at 8048 Allen Road in 
Allen Park. For more information, call (313) 477-4030, 
(313) 739-7413 or email kelly24mich@aol.com

Park Avenue Realty
Experience, integrity and ‘Spouses Selling Houses’ in Allen Park
By Terry Jacoby
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Rubbish Disposal Information 
Rubbish, recycling and compost pickup are serviced by Priority Waste. Each household is 
provided with a 96-gallon black tote for trash disposal and a 64-gallon green tote for 
recycling. Yard waste/compost service is also provided weekly from the first week of April 
through the second week of December. See the below map for your scheduled pickup day 
(a more detailed map is available at cityofallenpark.org). 

Holiday Schedule 
The following is a list of holidays observed by Priority Waste. Your normal pickup 

will be delayed by one day following these holidays: 

New Year’s Day 
January 1 

Memorial Day 
Last Monday in May 

Independence Day 
July 4 

Labor Day 
First Monday of September 

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday of 

November 

Christmas Day 
December 25 
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Rubbish Disposal Information 
Rubbish, recycling and compost pickup are serviced by Priority Waste. Each household is 
provided with a 96-gallon black tote for trash disposal and a 64-gallon green tote for 
recycling. Yard waste/compost service is also provided weekly from the first week of April 
through the second week of December. See the below map for your scheduled pickup day 
(a more detailed map is available at cityofallenpark.org). 

Holiday Schedule 
The following is a list of holidays observed by Priority Waste. Your normal pickup 

will be delayed by one day following these holidays: 

New Year’s Day 
January 1 

Memorial Day 
Last Monday in May 

Independence Day 
July 4 

Labor Day 
First Monday of September 

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday of 

November 

Christmas Day 
December 25 

Frequently Asked Questions

Rubbish 
• There is no parking in the street
allowed on your scheduled pickup day
between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

• Carts should be placed between the
street curb and the sidewalk (grass
area) or in the driveway approach
(streets must remain clear for street
sweeping and snow removal).  Cart
handle should be facing the house and
away from the street.  There needs to
be at least three (3) feet between your
cart and any other objects such as
parked cars, light poles, mailboxes and
other carts.

• Additional bins may be purchased by
contacting Priority Waste at (586) 228-
1200 or visiting prioritywaste.com

• If your existing bin is damaged or
missing, contact DPS at (313) 928-
0550 x2 for an exchange at no cost.

• Priority Waste will pick up bulk items
outside of your bin if the pile is the size
of 2 kitchen stoves or less, or if it is a
single item of furniture like a couch or
chair.  Mattresses and box springs
must be wrapped in plastic prior to
pickup.  Any bulk items that fall outside
of these guidelines, you must contact
Priority for a special pickup at (586)
228-1200.  For excessive amounts of
waste, renting a dumpster may be 
advisable. 

• Concrete, construction materials, and
hazardous waste are not acceptable
materials for disposal.  Contact DPS at
(313) 928-0550 x2 to arrange for
curbside pickups (fee applies), or you
may contact Riverview Land Preserve
to dispose of items yourself.

• Pharmaceuticals may be disposed of
in a secure bin located in the Police
Department within City Hall (no liquids
or aerosols allowed).

• Hazardous Waste may be disposed of 
at one of several events held
throughout the year by Wayne County.

Recycling 
Acceptable recycling items include: 

• Papers: newspapers, magazines,
catalogs, junk mail, office & computer
papers

• Cardboard - Cardboard must be cut
into 2’ x 2’ sections and placed inside
of the cart.

• Pizza boxes (ONLY IF bottom liner is
removed and there is NO food, cheese
or grease in or on the box).

• Glass (clear, brown, green – rinsed
with lids removed). DO NOT INCLUDE
drinking glass, Pyrex, plate glass, other
colored glass, China, light bulbs,
ceramics, or mirrors.

• Plastics #1 through #7. Labels can be
left on; please rinse all items out
completely.

• Aluminum & metal (empty aerosol
cans, lids from glass jars, food
containers – rinsed well).

• The City of Allen Park hosts special
disposal events in Spring and Fall:
shred days for confidential documents
and Styrofoam recycling days.  Check
the City website for future dates and
guidelines.

Compost 
• Collection is every week on your
scheduled day of service starting in the
first full week of April through the
second week of December.

• Leaves, grass clippings, and yard
waste must be in cans that clearly say
“Compost” (“Compost” stickers are also 
available at City Offices), or in paper
compost bags only.  The city does not
provide containers for yard waste.

• Brush must be bundled no larger than
eighteen inches in diameter and four
feet long. One individual item cannot be 
more than three inches in diameter.

• Sod and dirt are not acceptable as
yard waste; please contact DPS at
(313) 928-0550 x2 to arrange for
alternate pickups (fee may apply).

• 50 POUND MAXIMUM WEIGHT ON
CANS AND PAPER BAGS.

• PLASTIC BAGS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED - NO EXCEPTIONS.

For large amounts of brush, contact 
Department of Public Service, (313) 
928-0550 x2 for an estimate. Once
payment is made the brush will be
scheduled for pickup.

Warning: Raking of leaves and 
blowing snow into the street is 
against the city ordinance. You 
could be ticketed and fined. 

 Priority Waste: (586) 228-1200 / 855-927-8365 or  PriorityWaste.com
Please visit cityofallenpark.org for more information regarding Household Hazardous Waste days, as well as 

any other special announcements or additional city information. 

Appliance Disposal 
• Appliances containing Freon
require the purchase of a Freon
disposal sticker from City Hall.
The cost of the sticker is $35
and covers the disposal of
Freon.  Items with Freon will not
be picked up without a disposal
sticker.

• All large appliances must have
doors removed prior to setting
out for disposal.

• No additional phone calls or
arrangements are needed for
appliance pickup.  Items can be
set out on your normal pickup
day.
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JASON P. Skiba, principal 
at Allen Park High School, 
is a big believer in 

community, family, teamwork 
and a focus on always 
improving as blueprints for 
providing opportunity and 
growth for students, faculty 
and administrators.   

Skiba was the recipient of the 2025 American 
Association of School Librarians (AASL) Distinguished 
School Administrator Award. Sponsored by ProQuest, 
the $2,000 award recognizes and honors a school 
administrator who has made worthy contributions to 
the operations of exemplary school libraries and to 
advancing the role of the school library in the 
educational program.

“I wouldn't be able to support the literacy 
initiatives without the support of the Allen Park 
School Board,” Skiba reiterated during his recent 
acceptance speech in St. Louis. “They support the 
ability for us to fund a full-time librarian and a 
paraprofessional when there are districts in Michigan 
without that benefit. It shows the commitment of the 
community to literacy, not just for younger students, 
but for life-long learning. 

“Our connection and support from the Allen Park 
Public Library is helpful as well, creating a continuum 
of offerings for students even after they graduate,” 
Skiba added. “All of this, of course, would not be 
possible if we did not have a strong librarian in 
Melissa Lambert (AP library media specialist), who 
creates the opportunities for our students.”

Skiba believes a strong school library program is a 
cornerstone of a well-rounded education.

“Our library is not just a place for books but a 
dynamic hub where students explore their interests, 
develop critical thinking skills and cultivate a lifelong 
love of learning,” said Skiba, who became principal 
at APHS in 2022. “It supports academic achievement 
and personal growth, and empowers students to 
thrive in an interconnected world. I am committed to 
ensuring that our library evolves as an inclusive space 
that meets the diverse needs of our students and 
prepares them for future success."

A  RNO Elementary School’s 
playground is full of kids playing 
tag, kickball and hide 

and seek. Cheering them on with high 
fives and words of encouragement is a 
guy that most people would traditionally 
expect to be behind a desk. It’s Arno’s 
Principal Steve Zielinski.

Zielinski, who Arno students know by name because of his 
visibility, understands that acts of kindness and encouragement 
go a long way. 

“We want our students 
to know we care and we 
want them to have a 
positive experience as 
they grow,” he said. “If I 
want the kids to show up 
and do their best, I need 
to do the same.”

This type of 
encouragement is the 
approach the school has 
adopted when it comes 

to standardized testing. The results? U.S. News & World Report 
ranked Arno Elementary School in Allen Park as a top PK-5 
school in the state for the second straight year in its K-12 
directory. 

U.S. News’ team looked at state assessment scores for 
mathematics and reading/language arts 
when reviewing 103,391 pre-K, 
elementary and middle schools 
nationwide – they ranked the top 
performers in each state and district. 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer recently sent 
a congratulatory letter to the school for 
Arno’s “Best Elementary Schools” 
honor. 

“Everyone needs reminders to 
believe in yourself, even adults,” 
Zielinski said. “My philosophy here is to 
tell our kids that they can be successful. 
We have many talented people in our 
community. With the right strategies 
and tools, we let the students know they can do it. And with 
recognition like this, they are seeing that they can.”

Arno Elementary recognized for 
excellence in education   By Sarah Tuxbury

APHS Principal Skiba earns 
prestigious administrator award   

By Terry Jacoby
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PAT Donohue has been 
recognized for his 
dedication to students, staff 

and community partnerships 
throughout his 28-year career in 
education. And that recognition 
continued this year when the 
Allen Park Middle School principal 
was named a finalist for 2026 Michigan Middle School 
Principal of the Year. 

The honor recognizes outstanding leadership, student 
achievement and commitment to school communities 
across the state.

Donohue, in his seventh year leading APMS, said the 
recognition is especially meaningful because the 
nomination comes directly from his staff.

“This honor isn’t about me,” Donohue said. “It 
reflects the incredible teachers, counselors, secretaries, 
custodians, parapros, and administrators at Allen Park 
Middle School who show up every day for kids. I’m just 
the guy trying to remove roadblocks so they can do 
their best work.”

Under Donohue’s leadership, APMS has focused on 
strengthening academics, expanding student 
opportunities and rebuilding a positive school culture 
grounded in collaboration and respect. Staff members 
credit his steady, student-centered leadership style and 
his commitment to data-driven instruction, mentoring 
new teachers, and building a supportive climate for 
both students and staff.

Colleagues note that Donohue’s work aligns with 
many district priorities he has helped champion to 
better prepare students for high school success.

“Education has changed a lot,” Donohue said. 
“Teachers are asked to do more than ever. My job is to 
make sure they feel valued, supported and reminded 
why this work still matters. The magic of teaching is still 
there – we just have to protect it.”

Donohue said the real recognition belongs to the 
Allen Park Middle School community.

“We’ve built something special together,” he said. 
“And I’m grateful every day to stand beside this team 
and serve our students.”

Pat Donohue named finalist for 
2026 Michigan Middle School 
Principal of the Year   By Terry Jacoby

Schools continued on page 62
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L  IFELONG Allen Park resident 
Laura Luecke, who has been a 
Board of Education trustee 

since being elected in 2020, 
continues to be recognized for her 
contributions and service to her 
community, and specifically, 
Allen Park Public Schools.  

Over the past few years, 
Luecke has received the 
following honors and 
distinctions through The 
Michigan Association of 
School Boards (MASB): Level 1 
- Certified Board Member 
Award; Level 2 - Award of Merit; 
Level 3 - Award of Distinction; 
Community Relations Specialty; and 
Advocacy Skills Specialty. 

The MASB is a voluntary, nonprofit 
association of local and intermediate 
boards of education with membership of over 600 boards of 
education, representing nearly all public school districts in 
the state and is recognized as a major voice influencing 
education issues at the state level. 

Luecke, who has been a strong advocate of continuing 
her professional development through MASB, earned the 
recent accolades by attending conferences, classes, 
workshops and learning sessions. She said school board 
members are “the district’s school policy makers” and she 
takes that responsibility very seriously. 

“It is important to have knowledge and experience 
regarding the range of areas that encompass the day-to-day 
operations of an educational system, such as school law, 
curriculum, finance, labor and community relations to name 
a few,” she said. “That knowledge and experience can 
assist school board members to remember what is most 
important, keeping the focus on what is best for students.”

Luecke is always looking ahead. 
“I am very much looking forward to the completion of the 

bond work and the strategic plan,” she said. “Amazing 
people have been hard at work on great projects and the 
completion of that work makes me excited for the future of 
APPS. Great things really are happening in Allen Park and I 
am proud to have a small part in that.”

WHEN Jason Babbage 
became a member of the 
Allen Park Board of 

Education, he didn’t believe that “it’s 
just the way we’ve always done it,” 
was justification for the way things 
were done. 

“When I first joined the 
Board there was no formal 
onboarding process, and as a 
result, I initially struggled to 
understand the procedures 
being used in our meetings, 
especially when they did not 
align with the board policies I 
was reading independently,” he 
said. 

A turning point for Babbage 
came when he spoke with AP Trustee Laura Luecke, who 
was taking Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) 
courses. She was able to clearly explain proper board 
governance and the processes the board should be 
following. 

“That conversation motivated me to begin my own MASB 
training, and I committed myself to learning everything I 
could about effective board operations,” Babbage said. 
“With the support of several board members who also 
pursued additional training, I am proud to say that we have 
transformed into one of the most well-informed and 
high-functioning boards in Michigan.”

Babbage recently earned a Level 1 - Certified Board 
Member Award; Level 2 - Award of Merit; Finance 
Certification Specialty; and a Data Skills Specialty.

“I am well-educated but I firmly believe that there is 
always more to learn,” he says. “I welcome different 
perspectives and see ongoing education as essential to 
responsible leadership.”

This commitment to learning also guided his interest in 
serving as Board Treasurer. 

“I completed all available MASB finance courses to 
ensure I was the most qualified candidate for the role,” he 
said. “Although I was not selected, I did not let that 
discourage me. Instead, it strengthened my determination 
and ultimately drove me to earn my Finance Certificate. I 
have continued my professional development since then, 
earning additional certificates this year and planning to 
pursue more.”

BOE Trustee Laura Luecke earns 
honors and distinctions by state

BOE Trustee Jason Babbage 
honored with specialty awards 
by state   By Terry Jacoby

By Terry Jacoby
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BRADY Boroniec, now studying 
social relations and policy at 
Michigan State University, 

credits his experience at Allen Park 
High School for helping to set him on 
a path of making a difference in the 
world. And that “valuable 
experience” includes being a part of 
APHS’s Model United Nations club.   

“My interest in Model UN really 
began with my interest in world 
politics and policy but from that it 
grew into much more,” said Boroniec, 
who participated in the club for four 
years. “It helped me to improve my 
public speaking skills, since many of 
the competitions require you to 
convince and persuade people to your 
point, which is a great skill to have in 
your repertoire. It also helps a lot with 
critical thinking as a lot of the speaking 
you do has to be on the spot and 
unscripted, so always thinking about 
your next word is important.” 

Model United Nations is 
“education through simulation”, 
where high school students research 
real-world problems and issues then 
work together to come up with 
peaceful conflict resolutions. The 
purpose of Model UN is to help raise 
students' awareness of international 
issues and prepare them for a 
globalized world, and is designed to 
foster enthusiasm for, and increase 
students' understanding of, 
international affairs through a 
simulation of the United Nations.

The student-led club at APHS is run 
by president Lily Murdoch and vice 
president Dylan DiCicco under the 
direction and supervision of two 
co-advisors, staff advisor Tim Brown 
and volunteer advisor Laura Luecke. 

By delving into their roles as 
diplomats to the UN, students gain a 
hands-on understanding of the 
intricacies of world diplomacy.

“What really 
impressed me 
was how much 
the kids grew 
from day one 
to day three at 
the MSUMUN 
event,” said 
Brown, who is 
the 
mathematics 
department 
chair at APHS. 
“Students that 
were 
apprehensive 
became more 
outgoing and 
comfortable 
with the 
conference and 
themselves.” 

Murdoch, 
who plans to 
major in 
political 
science and be 
a lawyer in the future, has been 
involved with Model UN since sixth 
grade. 

“I love it because it’s really 
improved my public speaking skills 
and gives me an outlet to speak and 
debate on world issues while still 
being in high school,” she said. 

DiCicco, who plans on becoming a 
high school history teacher, said the 
club has helped prepare him for 
college. 

“The reason I first joined the club 
was because I was always interested 
in world issues, and the club seemed 

perfect for my interests,” he said. “It 
lets me learn other people’s opinions 
and lets me learn more about the 
world around me.”

APHS students, referred to as 
delegates, are assigned a country or 
person to represent by the Model UN 
conference hosts and meet after 
school to learn formal debate 
procedures and research their 

country/person’s positions on the 
assigned topics that their committee 
will address. The main conference is 
held at Michigan State University in 
March and features around 500 
students from around the Midwest. 

“The club is grateful for the 
support it receives from the district 
that affords us the possibility to be a 
part of something we all appreciate 
so much,” said Luecke, who has been 
a Board of Education trustee 
since being elected in 2020. 

Learning the Intricacies of World Diplomacy
Model UN offers students many opportunities to shine   By Terry Jacoby

Schools continued on page 64
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ON January 20, 2026, 18 Allen Park Public Schools 
students in Garrett Filkins’ Introduction to 
Engineering Design Process class traveled to Novi 

to compete in the Future Cities competition. They returned 
with four awards, including "The Incorporation of Plastic 
Materials Award”, "Urban Farming Design Award", "The 
People's Choice Award" and "Most Team Spirit Award." 

The Allen Park students worked hard for a month, with 
the help of Filkins and fellow AP teacher Robyn Loselle, to 
go through the engineering-design process to create a city 
of the future that focuses on eliminating food waste. 
Students then presented their ideas and models to a panel 
of judges at the event in Novi. 

“This was an awesome experience for everyone involved 
and the students' hard work 
definitely paid off,” said 
Filkins, who teaches a high-
school-level engineering 
and design processes 
course, as well as middle 
school robotics. 

Future City is a national 
hands-on, cross-curricular 
educational program that 
brings STEM to life for 
students in grades six 
through 12. Using the 
Engineering Design Process 
(EDP) and project management skills, students showcase 
their solutions to a citywide sustainability issue. This year’s 
challenge asked students to design a city that eliminates 
food waste from farm to table and keeps citizens healthy 
and safe. 

The EDP model begins with identifying the problem and 
learning the specifications before brainstorming solutions 
and then designing the plan. It concludes with testing, 
improving and redesigning before building and sharing the 
project. 

This is only Allen Park’s second year with the Future 
Cities program, which has been led by Filkins both years. 
This year, Allen Park had five teams across 18 students 

The Future Cities program aims to provide solutions   By Terry Jacoby

taking part in Future Cities. 
“This starts in the high-school-level engineering class our 

eighth-grade students can take, and it turns into a club 
that meets two-to-three times a week after school,” Filkins 
said.

Loselle, who teaches seventh-grade science and has 
been at Allen Park Middle School for five years, was 
specifically requested by the students last year to help with 
the program, and has been part of the project both years. 

The teachers have observed the students learning and 
practicing a number of important skills including:

 Applying math and science to current real-world 
scenarios, issues and policies

 Discovering all the unique and different branches they 
could pursue in 
engineering

 Learning to communicate 
and collaborate as a team 
to work through 
disagreements and meet 
specific deadlines

 Presenting in front of a 
panel of judges, and then 
answering on-the-spot 
questions from 
engineering professionals 
in different fields

The middle school Future Cities program starts with a 
simple question: How can we make the world a better 
place? The students then set out trying to answer the 
question.

Here are a few answers from Allen Park students:
“Future Cities helped boost my creativity,” said Olivia S.
"It helped me to problem solve...And wish I could do it 

all over again,” said Francesco J.
"I gained a lot of knowledge, and the experience 

opened my eyes to possible future careers and industries,” 
said Daniel B.

For more information on the Future Cities program, visit 
futurecity.org/what-is-future-city.

Schools continued from page 63
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UNIFIED Sports, which promotes social inclusion for students 
with and without intellectual disabilities who work and play 
together on teams, continues to evolve and grow along 

with its impact, importance and significance. It’s certainly a “game 
changer” for everyone involved.  

Part of the Special Olympics of Michigan, Unified Sports partners 
with high school and middle school students who help as mentors, 
coaches, teammates and friends to the athletes.

The Allen Park Unified Sports basketball program started in 
November 2022, and joined Lincoln Park, Woodhaven-Brownstown, 
Wyandotte, and Carlson in the first year of Downriver competition. 
Allen Park’s Unified Sports program has since expanded to include 
bowling in the fall and track and field in the spring.  

“This program has been an incredible success story in so many 
ways,” said Dr. Matt Sokol, special education director for Allen 
Park Public Schools. “The student-athletes feel a sense of 
belonging and pride in representing Allen Park. The student 
mentors do a tremendous job of supporting our student-athletes 
and form strong bonds with them that otherwise may not have 
happened.”

And then there is the pure excitement and joy that comes with 
friendly competition with your fellow students, and are clearly 
“unifying” events for everyone involved.    

“The games themselves are electric and the parent/community 
involvement has been very strong,” said Dr. Sokol, who thanked 
the amazing efforts of coaches Chrissie Forth, Laura Beals, Caryl 
Dazer and Harriet Theise (bowling) along with APHS Athletic 
Director Jimmy Victor. “Without them, none of this would be 
possible. I’m very proud that we've been able to weave this in as 
part of the culture here in Allen Park.”

Forth, who took over as coach of the basketball 
program for the 2025-2026 season, is an Autism 
Spectrum Disorder classroom teacher at Lindemann 
Elementary. 

“As a unified basketball coach, you walk into the 
gym expecting to teach the game, but very quickly 
you realize the game is teaching all of us,” said Forth, 
who had two assistant coaches, Beals (a 
paraprofessional in her classroom) and Dazer (an 
adapted PE teacher for APPS). “The first thing you 
notice is joy. The smiles when a shot goes up, the 
cheers from teammates on the bench, the pride on 
their faces when they’re encouraged and celebrated 
by their peers.

“Our team brings together special education and 
general education students, and what happens on the 
court is something special,” Forth added. “You see 
genuine connections form – high-fives after missed 
shots, teammates lifting each other up and moments 
where support matters more than the outcome. 
Those interactions carry far beyond the gym.”

This season Allen Park had 22 players on the team, 
including 14 athletes and eight peers. They played 
other unified basketball teams from neighboring 
districts such as Woodhaven, Wyandotte, Lincoln 
Park, Southgate and 
Carlson, and attended a 
unified basketball clinic 
hosted by Woodhaven-
Brownstown School 
District.

The Allen Park team 
also participated in a 
unified basketball 
tournament hosted by 
the Lincoln Park Unified 
Basketball program (full 
day), with games against 
the same districts, skills 
competitions, a unified 
cheer performance and a dance party.  

“The entire experience is incredibly uplifting,” 
Forth said. “Families fill the stands, the community 
shows up with open hearts and the energy in the 
room is unlike anything else. There’s a shared 
understanding that this is about belonging. Every 
athlete is seen. Every athlete matters.

“Watching our players grow in confidence, 
celebrate each other’s successes and play with pure 
joy is a reminder of why programs like unified 
basketball are so important. These moments 
stay with you. Long after the final buzzer, 
the feeling remains – and it’s something 
truly unforgettable.”

Allen Park’s Unified Sports programs 
bring joy, connectivity   By Terry Jacoby
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L  IKE Vince Lombardi with the Green Bay Packers and John Wooden with 
UCLA, the name Bob Loyd will always be connected with Allen Park 
wrestling. Loyd, who was involved with Allen Park wrestling from 1982 

until his passing in 2019, served as an assistant and/or head coach at the middle 
school and high school for decades.  

One of Bob’s former wrestlers at AP was his son, Dan, who became the head 
coach of the boys program in 2015. Bob would be proud of his son, who also 
was instrumental in building the girls program. In 2023-24, the school board 
approved a paid coaching position for girls wrestling.

Last season, the Jaguars qualified eight girls to the MHSAA regional 
tournament and four girls to the state meet at Ford Field. This season, Mike 
Farkas is the head coach of the AP wrestling program while Dan Loyd is the 
girls’ head coach – and the team is on pace for another strong showing. 

Senior Brynna Alwell is ranked in the top 10 in the state, at 145 pounds, and 
joined wrestling because it’s one of the few sports where you are alone in the 
fight. 

“You are the beholder of what happens at the end of the match,” she said. 
“This team is very important to me. 
These girls care about one another, and 
they’ve got my back when things are 
rough.”

Alwell has big plans when it comes to 
wrestling – and Allen Park. 

“I’d really like to wrestle 
competitively in college,” she said. 
“Then I hope to one day come back 
and take over the girls program. I think 
it would be a really great full circle 
moment for me, to come back and 
continue what Coach Loyd has started.”

For junior Jozlyn Colón, stepping 
onto the mat and learning wrestling 
“felt like learning a foreign language.”

“Last year I was extremely nervous to 
join wrestling because I thought it was 

By Terry Jacoby

The Goal is to Make Good People

so intimidating,” said Colón, who 
wrestles this year at 130 pounds. 
“What truly made me commit to 
wrestling was Coach Loyd. He 
believed in my potential even when I 
didn’t believe in myself. He doesn’t 
treat us differently based on wins or 
losses. He treats us like his own kids.”

Colón hopes to wrestle in college 
and continue pushing herself to be 
better every day. 

“Wrestling is the only sport where I 
didn’t just find a team, I found a 
family,” she said.

Junior Paige Young, who wrestles at 
140 pounds, is proud to be a Jaguar.

“Part of the fun is watching my 
teammates hit their goals and become 
better wrestlers,” she said. “This year 
we have had 10-plus new girls and 
helping them and watching them grow 
as a wrestler and a teammate has 
been amazing to watch.”

Cameron Maldonado is another AP 
wrestler currently ranked among the 
best in the state.

“I started wrestling during my junior 
year and immediately loved the Allen 
Park wrestling family I was welcomed 
into, and the constant learning and 
becoming better that wrestling is 
centered around,” said Maldonado, a 
senior who wrestles at 170 pounds. 
“This team has taught me that the 
relationships formed in a positive team 
environment can help you grow 
through any and every difficult 
obstacle. This team has shown me how 
women in every sport deserve their 
own space, to have their own voices 
heard, and respect for the work they 
put forward.”   

And all of that “feeling they belong” 
philosophy starts at the top. 

Loyd said, “every time I'm on a 
wrestling mat, I'm with my dad.”

“Every year my dad would give a 
speech about how wrestling made him 
who he was,” Dan said. “To that point, 
from my dad's example I've always 
emphasized that my goal is to make 
good people. If I make a couple of 
good wrestlers in the process, that's a 
bonus.”

SPORTS

ALLEN PARK WRESTLING

(Left to right) Jozlyn Colon, Alyssa McCaffrey and 
Paige Young.
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North Pointe IB Elementary 
K-5 Primary Years Program 

• Curious Learners

• Bilingual Advantage

• Whole-Child Focus

• Real-World Learning

Enrolling for 2026-2027
Come visit us during our Information Nights to learn more!

North Pointe, February 25, April 29 and July 29 at 6:00 p.m.
Davidson Middle Academy, February 24, April 28, July 28 and August 11 at 6:00 p.m. 

  

           Shared experiences with Davidson Middle School
           Joint assemblies and extra-curricular activities, collaborative PTO, 

            shared athletic opportunities, Chess Club and Robotics.

           Extended day, incorporating the following classes:
                  (School Day 7:25 a.m. to 2:49 p.m.)

 
                          

• Spanish Immersion (Spanish)                  • Arts (Visual or Band)
 

                            
• Language and Literature                         • Physical Education and Health 

                          • Geography, World and U.S. History          • Mathematics
 

                            

• Science                                     • Design Class

                  
     Student led clubs at Davidson Middle Academy

         Student History Club, Music Club, Spelling Bee Club, Book Club, Craft Club, Improv Club,
         Baking Club, Cooking Club, Yearbook Club, Yo-Yo Club and leadership opportunities.

Davidson Middle Academy  
Grades 6-8 Candidate School 

Parent
 Testimonials

“You are truly helping to shape 
futures, and for that we are 

profoundly grateful.”

“Your exceptional learning 
environment celebrates 
curiosity when it comes 

to academics.”

Parent Testimonials
“Here it feels like they are getting to know their students 
on a deeper level. I would recommend North Pointe to anyone.”

“The amount of academic improvement my child has shown in 
such a short time is incredible!”

“The North Pointe staff put students first.”

Davidson Middle Academy *
14101 Leroy, Southgate, MI
734-339-6624
http://davidsonma.southgateschools.com

North Pointe IB, K-5 Primary Years Program
18635 Bowie Street, Southgate, MI
734-282-2861
northpointe.southgateschools.com

 * This school is pursuing authorization as an IB school. 
Candidate status gives no guarantee that authorization 
will be granted. For further information about the IB 
and it’s programmes, visit www.ibo.org.

Express
Interest

Hands-On 
Learning
Problem 
Solving

Express
Interest

Frequently 
Asked Questions

Southgate Community Schools Offers a Continuum of IB Options
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Titan Spring Break 2026 
  Enrichment Camps, March 30 - April 2

Offerings at Fordline Elementary School
The K-5 camps are FREE to Southgate Community School District students and $30 a day for all other attendees.  

The camps run from 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Campers must provide their own lunch.  Latch-Key  before and after 
camps can be selected during registration for an additional fee.

Camp Questions:  Beth Hinzmann, 734-339-6681 or hinzmannb@sgate.k12.mi.us
Latch-Key Questions:  April Roberts, 734-339-6443 or robertsa1@sgate.k12.mi.us    

Grades K-2
Monsters Inc And More Camp
Monday, March 30
We love our monsters! Come to our camp full of 
monster themed activities and you are sure to 
have a roaring good time!

A Day With Pete The Cat Camp
Tuesday, March 31
A Day with Pete the Cat is always a groovy 
adventure, filled with a rock-and-roll attitude 
and a positive outlook! 

Rhyme Time Camp
Wednesday, April 1
Get ready for camp, it’ll soon be here. Meeting 
new friends gives us reason to cheer. If you like 
to learn and have so much fun, Rhyme Time 
Camp is definitely the one. 

Beach Day Camp
Thursday, April 2
Leave the cold behind and bring the summer 
spirit indoors! Get ready to make waves and 
dive into learning fun! 

Grades 3-5
Camp Hogwarts
Monday, March 30
Have you been waiting for your letter to a school 
of magic? This is your chance. Enter a world of 
mystery and adventure at our Camp Hogwarts.

Challenge Camp
Tuesday, March 31
Do you have what it takes to overcome an 
obstacle, solve a puzzle or master the game? 
Bring your problem solving skills and creativity 
to Challenge Camp, a launchpad for imagination.

Camp LOL
Wednesday, April 1
What better time than April Fool’s Day for a camp 
all about laughing. Explore the hilarious world of 
wordplay and riddles. It will be a pun-tastic good 
time. 

Beach Day Camp
Thursday, April 2
Leave the cold behind and bring the summer 
spirit indoors! Get ready to make waves and dive 
into learning fun! 

   REGISTER 
   TODAY! 

camps.southgateschools.com
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PLEASE NOTE: Event details may have changed. Please check event website or social pages for 
the most up-to-date information.

ONGOING
 The 2026 Allen Park Farmer’s 

Market will open on May 1 and 
take place every Friday through 
October 23 from 3-7 p.m., at 
the corner of Park Avenue and 
Philomene Boulevard. The 
market will be closed on May 
22, July 3 and September 4. 
For more information, visit 
www.downtownallenpark.org.

 The Allen Park Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) is 
launching a brand-new Block 
Party event series. The events 
will take place on the first and 
third Thursday of each month, 
beginning May 7 through 
October 15. Each date will 
feature its own unique theme 
and will include family-friendly 
activities, curated vendors, live 
music, and food and drinks. A 
complete list of event themes 
and dates can be found at: 
www.downtownallenpark.org

MARCH
March 31
Author Talk: Nina Innsted
6-7 p.m.
Allen Park Public Library
8100 Allen Road
Join author Nina Innsted as she 
discusses her newly published book, 
“Unsolved Michigan” during this free 
event. No registration required. Visit 
www.allenparklibrary.org for more 
information.

AROUND
 Allen Park

March – June

JUNE
June 5-7
St. Frances Cabrini Festival
9000 Laurence Avenue
Save the dates for the annual festival 
featuring fun for the whole 
community. Enjoy food, games, music 
and more. For more information, visit 
www.cabriniparish.org.

June 18
Chrome and Classics Car Show
4-9 p.m.
The free, family-friendly event will be 
back this year along Allen Road, 
showcasing a variety of classic and 
custom vehicles in the heart of the 
city. Car exhibitors can enter at 
Roosevelt and Allen roads at 2 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.
downtownallenpark.org.
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SWEEP INTO SPRING WITH 
A HOME THAT SPARKLES!

Hours of Operation: Mon - Fri: 8:00AM - 5:00PM | Saturday: 8:00AM - 2:00PM

Residential and Commercial Carpet • Upholstery
Tile and Grout • Air Duct and Dryer Vent • House Cleaning

10% 10% OFFOFF
*minimum charges apply
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CALL US TODAY to see why we are your 
favorite cleaning company at (734) 341-6175 or 

BOOK ONLINE anytime at greensfamilycleaningservices.com


