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Mr. Musaed Al Saleh and Sons
The late Fahd Sultan Al Issa
Mr. Shaikhan Al Faresi
Behbehani Inheritants
H. E. Khalid Saleh Al Ghunaim
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National Industries Company
Kuwait Oil Company
Kuwait Engineers Office

FOUNDERS OF THE SOCIETY
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Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Shaheen Mrs. Modi Al Sultan

Mr. Abdul Rahman Al Mazroui Mr. Saadoun Al Jassim

FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS

H.E. Abdul Rahman Salem Al Ateeqy President
Miss Munira Al Qutami
Mrs. Munira Khalid Al Mutawwa Manageress and Asst. Secretary
Mr. Abdul Rahman Al Mazroui Treasurer

Miss Shaikha Al Gharabally Member

Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Shaheen
Mr. Hamid Abdul Salam Shuaib
Mr. Ali Al Saleh Member

Mr. Ahmad Sayyed Hashim Al Gharabally = Hon. member

Secretary
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Most people sympathize with the
unfortunate disabled and mentally re-
tarded children who are unable to
lead a normal daily life — eating,
walking, studying and thinking. All
those who are healthy and strong
should give thanks day and night for
these gifts from God. They should al-
ways remember that there are others
who suffer. They should remember
the many children who are in need of
the care and attention of benevolent
and kind-hearted people.

The State of Kuwait has done its
utmost to take care of the disabled
by opening hospitals and clinics in
which many handicapped and men-
tally retarded children receive proper

care and treatment. It kas also pro-
vided them with qualifie¢ doctors and
modern equipment. Mevertheless,
there are many severe czses that the
State hospitals have not heen able to
accommodate, because they are bodi-
ly defective.

These children used tc stay at
home to be taken care of by their
families. Under these circumstances
they could not expect the needed
specialized attention. A fsw years
ago a group of Kuwaitis thought of
doing something to help these child-
ren. So came the idea of forming the
Society for the Handicappec.

On May 23rd, 1971, the Society
was formed, and took a temporary




location in Hawalli. The compound
of the Society was an old house,
composed of several rooms. On April
5th, 1972, the then Minister of Social
Affairs and Labour officially inaugu-
rated the Society.

In April, 1974, the Society moved
to its new premises. These were built
on a 6000 sq. metre plot. This build-
ing includes 6 wards, equipped with
modern facilities to meet all require-
ments. The cost of the building, as
well as the income of the Society,
is met by donations from people in
Kuwait and from the Ministry of
Social Affairs which gives KD. 10,000
per annum. At the moment the So-
ciety has 180 members, notable




amongst whom is the Minister of
Finance, H.EE., Abdul Rahman Salem
al-Ateeqy, who is thke Chairman and
the Chief Editor cf its quarterly house
journal.

The Society sta-ted to contact
the public through th=2 vartious media
to in‘orm them aboct its aims, and
to =mcourage them to send their
chiléren to the Seciety, A large num-
ber ~esponded favourzbly, the present
num>er of children cared for is 80.

The Society gz ves priority to the
acute cases and to mentally retarded
children, and then considers the less
seve-e cases. The children r=ceive all

5

the care and attention they need, and
this is clearly shown in the daily
routine of eating, playing and sleep-
ing. Their nutritional diet, for exam-
ple, involves a regular daily caloric
intake, and a wide variety of foods
are given to them. In addition, they
are given a monthly blood check. The
Society’'s medical officer is Dr. Ha-
mouri, who visits the Society twice
a week to carry out medical examina-
tions and treatments. Working with
him are 12 nurses and 18 employees.

The Society endeavours to main-
tain the parent-child relationship.
Weekly meetings are arranged for
parents when they meet Mrs. Mu-



tawa, the manageress, and Dr. Suhail
Saleh for discussions and counselling.
On Thursdays, parents collect their

children for the week-end, taking
them back on Friday afternoon. Since
the Society was formed its helpers
have not hesitated in donating funds
to enable the Society to carry on its
work and to expand in its activities.
In addition various societies in Ku-

wait hold parties and receptions and
exhibitions in which the proceeds go
to the Society,

The main objective of the Society
is to provide the handicapped with
the required care and attention. This
aim has been successfully accom-
plished. Children who were unable to
walk or take their food have been
able to do so within few months.




