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FOREWORD

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
brings out diverse teaching-learning materials for the qualitative
improvement in school education. The trilingual Dictionary of History
(English-Hindi-Urdu) for school children developed by the Department
of Education in Social Sciences (DESS) reflects efforts of the NCERT
in this direction. The dictionary includes historical terms and concepts,
most commonly used in History textbooks of the NCERT along with other
relevant and popularly used terms in History.

History, as a component of the general Social Sciences, is a compulsory
subject in Classes VI to X and is offered as an elective subject in Classes XI
and XII. The students often face difficulties in understanding certain
historical terms and concepts. Sometimes, they are familiar with a term
in English/Hindi/Urdu, but are not able to explain or elaborate the same
in the language used for medium of instruction, which may be different.
Thus, efforts have been made to facilitate learning in history with the help
of this dictionary. Each term and its explanation has been given in all
the three languages together, so that students can refer to any version
whichever they feel comfortable with. It is hoped that this work of the
department to provide explanation for terms and concepts in the subject
area in three languages together would be useful to all students following
different mediums of instruction.

It is, indeed, a great pleasure for me to appreciate the efforts of the
members of the development committee for preparing this trilingual subject
dictionary of this kind for the first time. Development of curricular materials
is an on-going process in NCERT and since the road to improvement is
never ending, we look forward to your suggestions and comments.

HRUSHIKESH SENAPATY

Director

New Delhi National Council of Educational
November 2016 Research and Training

8/25/2017 5:40:57 PM
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PREFACE

The National Council of Educational Research and Taraining as the apex
organisation for imparting quality education all over the country is involved
in developing pedagogic tools for effective teaching and learning. As part of
this responsibility, it develops curriculum frameworks, syllabi, textbooks,
supplementary readers and other teaching-learning materials. In this
endeavour of enhancing the teaching-learning of History, the Council has
developed a Dictionary of History for Schools—Trilingual (English-Hindi-
Urdu).

History as a component of the social sciences till the secondary stage
and as an elective subject at higher secondary stage requires appropriate
pedagogical support for effective teaching learning. The terms and concepts
used in the discipline can be appropriately assimilated, understood
and learnt by students through a dictionary that will be appropriate to
their level, need and learning expectations. Therefore, it was considered,
extremely worthwhile to conceive, design and develop a dictionary of
important terms and concepts in History for school-going children and
teachers.

It is not to say that dictionaries of this sort are not available in History
but by virtue of their being too exhaustive and specific, these are not
meant for school going children. There are some dictionaries which have
been developed either based on events or on different periods of Indian
history. Some of the available dictionaries have entries only on important
personalities, whereas some other have a mixture of entries on personalities,
important writings, events, places, archaeological sites so on and so forth.
These dictionaries are essentially meant for students at higher levels of
specialised education. These dictionaries have very few entries on terms
and concepts occurring in the study of History. For school students these
dictionaries turn out to be inappropriate, thus creating a gap in this area.

The History textbooks brought out by the NCERT have no doubt provided
explanations of some terms and concepts to cater to the requirement of
transacting specific themes in classrooms but still there are many such
terms and concepts which require explanations. This necessitated the
development of a dictionary in History which will not only do justice to
the themes that have been delineated in the textbooks but will also go
beyond those to apprise students about diverse facets of India’ s historical
development from the earliest times to the present. It is therefore,
expected that a dictionary can go a long way in meeting the curriculum
and pedagogic requirements of both students and teachers of history at
all levels. This dictionary covers all periods of history of India and world
(i.e. ancient, medieval, modern and contemporary) and therefore, should
be viewed within this broad context of supplementary reference works.

NCERT textbooks are made available in three languages English, Hindi
and Urdu. Many students may be familiar with a term in English/Hindi/

8/25/2017 5:40:57 PM
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Urdu, but they may not be able to explain or elaborate the terms in all
the three languages. For example, for a child who has Hindi as the first
language, may find difficulty in understanding with the change in the
medium of instruction to English. A child also understands the concept
better when it is explained in her/his own language. Furthermore, most
of the dictionaries of History that are available are in English only. This
necessitates the development of the Trilingual dictionary in History where
all terms and concepts are explained in three languages—English, Hindi
and Urdu—together to facilitate better learning.

Compiling a dictionary in history remains to be a daunting task, not
only because of the prestigious nature of the historical dictionaries series
but also because of the sheer extent of History. The accumulated source
of historical terms and concepts is enormous. No single-volume reference
work can hope to do justice to the vast range of the History.

The principal criterion for inclusion in this dictionary is a pragmatic one,
endeavouring to include entries that any learner of History in school would
expect to find/look for. These include the terms as well as key concepts
used in the study of History. This dictionary aims to provide handy source
of information on the terms and concepts that are very significant in the
History of India and the world. Even though it is primarily meant for school
students, it can be useful to anyone in search of basic information on a
specific term or concept they may have come across in their reading of a
historical text.

Attempts have been made to make this dictionary as inclusive as
possible. It provides factual information about important terms and
concepts related to different periods of History of India and the world,
covering elementary and secondary stages. Further, these entries receive
more than passing comments; albeit brief, the information is detailed
enough to give the student adequate background. Conflicting statements
and dates have been verified as far as possible.

A methodical process has been used to compile the list, utilizing a step-
by-step approach. Firstly, various terms and concepts were identified from
the NCERT textbooks in History from Classes VI to XII. As a second step,
this preliminary list was reviewed at the department level (with the help of
other faculty members in history) for additions, deletions, and revisions.
Further again, workshops were organized to finalise the terms. A core team
was constituted to make appropriate explanations for the selected entries.
The whole project became organic, growing, changing and evolving.

This dictionary contains 410 entries and maintains an alphabetical
structure, permitting the reader to find a topic quickly and easily.
This ‘encyclopaedic’ format was followed upon for several reasons.
A chronological approach, or even periodization, would have inhibited
efficient use of this dictionary. Some entries, like zamindar, defy easy
chronological placement, since they span many decades and transcend
historical periods. A thematic approach, also would have been cumbersome
because some entries may appear to overlap. In order to facilitate a
chronological-periodization approach and a thematic organization, these

Vi
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alphabetized entries have been cross-referenced, and the dictionary also
includes an index. Considerable efforts have been made, within the obvious
constraints, to make this a coherent volume that is maximally useful to
scholars, students, and anyone having an interest in History.

As should be the case with all reference works, the aim of this dictionary
is to help the reader in his or her studies; it is not intended as a substitute
for textbooks, and its use is essentially a limited one. If it assists the reader,
and perhaps stimulates him or her to probe further into an important
field, we believe, it has gone a long way towards serving its purpose.

In a dictionary of this length, despite our best efforts, there may remain
mistakes or deviations from the above guidelines, so we apologise in
advance and invite the reader to inform us of any discovered errors so we
may correct them in the future edition.

Using the Dictionary

The aims and limitations of this dictionary are set out early in the Preface,
however, the following notes are intended to assist the reader.

Entries are arranged alphabetically with their headings in boldface
letters. If you know the exact wording of a particular entry, you can look it
up directly. The alphabetization is letter by letter, not word by word. Where
two or more entries have the same initial name, they are in alphabetical
order of given name, e.g., Civil Rights precedes Civil War.

This dictionary has several sub-entries. These entries have been
gathered as sub-entries under their respective major entries to make it
easier to grasp the larger picture, for example, the entry on absolutism has
‘absolutist’ and ‘absolute rule’ as sub-entries.

In order to facilitate the rapid and efficient location of information and
to make this book as useful a reference tool as possible, extensive cross-
references (See also) have been provided in the dictionary section.

Non-English words that are not proper nouns or titles have been
italicized, with the exception of a small number of words which have in
effect passed into the English language, for example, samurai. Sanskrit
and Pali words are italicized as they are pronounced. The elaborate
diacritical marks required by strict Indology are not used in the body of
the dictionary itself.

It has been impossible to consult primary material on the majority of
entries and so the text relies extensively on the opinions of other scholars.
The works consulted most intensively are included in the bibliography
section.

This dictionary will, hopefully, be a useful tool for students, and
other readers. This dictionary is meant to be a comprehensive source for
understanding history, but being a dictionary, it limits itself from being an
exhaustive encyclopaedia.

SEEMA SHUKLA OJHA
Associate Professor, History
Department of Education in Social Sciences

Vii
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Absolutism, Absolute rule, Absolutist

Aghas

Aa

Absolutism, Absolute rule, Absolutist The term is used
primarily as a political concept in history. It refers to the
unchallenged authority of a ruler, who, as in the case of
the medieval monarchs exercised temporal power on the
basis of the ‘divine right of kingship’. With the
emergence of the ‘nation states’ in Europe in the 15th
and 16th centuries, absolutism reached a new high, when
the monarchs exercised authority in all matters pertaining
to the state as well as the church. Such ‘absolute rules,’
as were seen in the European nation states, came also to
be defended by ‘absolutist’ philosophers like Thomas
Hobbes in his 17th century work, 'Leviathan'. The
essence of this doctrine was best expressed in 18th
century France by Louis XIV, who famously said “I am
the State”.
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Afaqi The term refers to the nobles in the Bahmani
kingdom who had come from West Asia. They were
Persians (Iranian). Mahmud Gawan was a famous afaqi
noble who came from Iran and had risen to the post of
wakil-i sultanate (prime minister) in the Bahmani state.
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Aghacha The term refers to the concubines (lesser
agha) who occupied the lowest position in the hierarchy
of Mughal harem. They received cash and land grants
for their maintenance. (See also, AGHAS)
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Aghas The term refers to the wives of the Mughal
emperors who did not come from a very noble family.
Unlike the begams who royal and
aristocratic families, they did not get huge amount of
cash and valuables at the time of marriage. Aghas had
low status in the royal household. Hira Bai, also known
as Zainabadi, was the famous Agha of Aurangzeb. (See
also, AGHACHA)
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Agricultural Revolution

Ahimsa

Agricultural Revolution In a historical sense, the
phrase refers to a significant change that took place in
early societies, when human beings switched over from
the practice of hunting-gathering to agriculture to meet
their demands for food. The detailed evidence of this
change is most visible in the sites of the ancient
Mesopotamian civilisation dating back to 8000 BCE.
Since this transformation occurred towards the end of the
Neolithic period, the phenomenon is also described as the
“Neolithic Revolution’. However, in modern times, the
phrase refers to the significant jump in agricultural
produce that was first witnessed in England in 18th
century and then, in other western European countries
and the United States of America on account of
improvements in agricultural techniques and livestock
breeding, consolidation of small land holdings, raising of
new crops etc.
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Ahimsa 1t is a Sanskrit word which literally means
'non- violence' or 'non-injury to all living beings'. Since
ancient times it has been one of the central principles of

Jainism. The principle had also been emphasized by
Gautama Buddha. In modern times, its greatest advocate
and practioner was Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. In
the words of Gandhiji, 'Complete non-violence is
complete absence of ill-will against all that lives'
According to him freedom could not be won without
non-violent satyagraha. Thus, ahimsa became an
inseparable constituent of Gandhian satyagraha.
Accordingly, it was to be used in a manner in which a

satyagrahi could achieve his or her goals by
self-suffering and not by violence under any
circumstances. As a result Gandhian satyagraha

assumed such forms as fasting, picketing (or sit-ins),
non-cooperation  and disobedience.
Ultimately, this strategy made the British acquish to
India's struggle for freedom.
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Ajivika

Alvar

Ajivika The term refers to a sect founded by
Makkhaliputta Gosala in C. 6th century BCE in middle
Gangetic basin. He was a contemporary of Gautama
Buddha and Mahavira. The Ajivika believed that
everything in life was predetermined and hence human
action could not influence any event or process. The
Mauryan ruler Ashoka donated caves to the Ajivikas in
the Barabar hills near Gaya. It never became a large sect,
though it survived in some parts of South India until the
16th century.
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Al-Fatiha The term literally meaning ‘opener’, is the
first chapter of the Holy Quran. It has seven verses which
are to be recited to beget Allah’s guidance and
benevolence.
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Allied Powers It refers to the countries which fought in
against the 'Central (Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and Turkey) in the First World War
and the 'Axis Powers' (Germany, Italy, and Japan) in the
Second World War. During the First World War, the
'Allied Powers' were consisted of Great Britain, France,
and Russia. These powers had come together by the
Treaty of London in 1914. During the Second World
War Great Britain, and France once again fought as the

alliance Powers'

main 'Allied Powers'. As the war progressed the former
Soviet Union and the United States of America joined
these powers in 1941.
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Alvar 1t is a Tamil term which means ‘one who is
absorbed in the divine’. It denotes 12 devotees of Vishnu
(c. 7th - 9th centuries CE) whose devotional songs were
collected by Nathamuni in the Nalayira Divya
Prabandham (4000 holy hymns). In Alvar bhakti, the
relationship between the devotee and God was often
expressed in terms of the lover-beloved relationship. In
some cases, the mother-child relationship was also a
form of worship. However, the focus was entirely and
exclusively on the love of the God. The A/vars came
from diverse social backgrounds. Andal was the only
woman A/var saint. (See also, BHAKTI MOVEMENT;
NAYANARS)
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American Indian

Amphora
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American Indian The term is generally used to
describe the indigenous people of the Americas (North
and South America). The other term that is now
commonly used is 'native American'. Such descriptions
of the indigenous peoples of the Americas came into
practice following the arrival and settlement of the white
Europeans (15th-16th century) in these continents.
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Amil Guzar The term refers to a land revenue collector
who was in-charge of revenue collection at the sarkar
level during the Mughal period. (See also, SARKAR)
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Amin The term refers to a surveyor appointed for
assessing the land revenue. As an official his presence is
traced from the times of Sher Shah. During Shah Jahan’s
period Amin was appointed in every mahal (a village or a
group of villages) and used to assist shigdar (pargana
level officer) for the collection of revenue. (See also,
MAHAL)
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Amir, Umara The plural of amir is umara. They were
generally leaders or commanders. With the expansion of
Islamic state under the Caliphs, the wmara were
appointed as governors of the newly conquered
provinces. In Delhi Sultanate, they formed a part of the
nobility.
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Amphora The term refers to a large oval-shaped, two-
handled ceramic jar (occasionally in metal) with pointed
or rounded base and a long neck narrower than the body.
It was used by the ancient Greeks and Romans to store
and transport liquid products such as wine, olive oil, etc.
Such amphorae are reported in large numbers from
Arikamedu and Kanchipuram in South India.
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Anglican Church

Arabesque
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Anglican Church (See, CHURCH)
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Anthropology It is the study of human societies, their
physical characteristics, culture, customs, modes of
behaviour, their relations with other groups, as well as all
other aspects of human culture, past and present. Major
sub-fields of this discipline physical
anthropology, social anthropology and anthropological
linguistics.
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Anuloma The term denotes a kind of marriage between
a man of higher varna or jati and a woman of lower
varna or jati. (See also, PRATILOMA)
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Apartheid The term in simple English means
‘segregation of people on racial lines’. It was an official
policy practised by the white supremacist regime in the
Union of South Africa based on such discriminatory laws
as the Population Registration Act and the Group Areas
Act of 1950 and the Land Acts of 1954 and 1955.
Collectively, these laws helped in completely segregating
the white, the coloured and black people, and bestowed
on the white people of European origin immense
privileges at the cost of the indigenous black population,
10 African

include

who were confined to homelands

irrespective of their place of residence. However,
beginning with 1991, the practice was gradually
dismantled and most of the discriminatory social
legislations which provided the legal basis to apartheid
were repealed owing to persistent international censure
and a prolonged struggle led by the African National
Congress and its leader Nelson Mandela.
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Arabesque 1t was a dominant form of architectural
decorative style used on the walls of buildings built
during the medieval period. It largely constituted
geometrical and floral designs. Another distinctive
feature of arabesque was elaborate interweaving of lines,
leaves, flowers, and calligraphic presentation of Quranic
verses. In India, the early example of the arabesque

style can be seen in the buildings of the Qutub Complex
in Delhi.




Arabic (language)

Archaeobotany
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Arabic (language) Written from right to left, Arabic is
a Semitic language like Hebrew and Aramaic. The
language is spoken widely in West Asia and North
Africa. The influence of the Arabic language can be seen
in the languages that are spoken in the Islamic world.
Arabic words have also found their way into European
languages, like Portuguese and Spanish.
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Aramaic The term refers to the script and language
introduced by the Achaemenids in 6th century BCE in
the north-western part of the Indian subcontinent.
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Arazi  Arazi (plural of arz meaning land), is an Arabic

word, that refers to a measured plot of land, particularly
agricultural, for fixing land revenue.
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Arch The term refers to an inverted U-shaped curved
structure that spans the opening between two columns. It
supports the weight above it. The central stone in an arch
is known as the keystone. There are various kinds of
arches, such as corbelled arch, typical horse-shoe type
arch, pointed arch etc. Balban’s tomb at Mehrauli was
the first true arch of horse-shoe type in India.
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Archaeobotany It is a sub-field of archaeology that
studies the plant (flora) remains that are obtained from
archaeological sites. The types of plant remains studied
under archaeobotany include macro-remains like seeds,
wood, charcoal, plant fibres and tubers and
micro-remains like fossil, pollen and starch grains. The
discipline uses such studies to understand those activities
that were carried out in the past by societies such as what
food they ate, how they obtained it, how and where these
were stored and processed etc. This also includes the
study of past ecology and the role of humans in selecting
and modifying the flora of their environment. (See also,
ARCHAEOLOGY; ARCHAEOZOOLOGY)
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Archaeology

Archives
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Archaeology The term refers to the study of the human
past with the help of material remains such as structures
of palaces, temples, forts, etc., sculptural and other
artefacts like bones, seeds, pollen, seals, coins, and
inscriptions. The objectives of archaeology are to
recover, record, analyse, and classify material remains; to
describe and interpret the patterns of human behaviour
that led to its creation and to form an understanding of
the reasons behind this. (See also, ARCHAEOBOTONY
ARCHAEOZOOLOGY)
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Archaeozoology The term refers to the study of animal
(faunal) remains that are found from archaeological sites.
These faunal remains generally consist of the hard parts
of animals such as bone, tooth, antler and shell.
Archaeolzoologists use these remains to learn about
domestication of animals in the past and how this
affected people and their environment. A study of these
remains helps archaeologists to understand past diets, the
hunting practices of the people, animal husbandry and
seasonal movement of  herds. (See also,
ARCHAEOLOGY; ARCHAEOBOTONY)
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Archives The term refers to a collection of primary
sources such as records, documents, manuscripts or other
materials of historical interest. These sources are used for
the reconstruction of historical events. In present times,
most government and nongovernment organisations,
maintain archives to collect, preserve and disseminate
such records. There are archives which also preserve
audio-visual contemporary
digitisation has helped archives in the better preservation
and handling of massive volumes of records and
documents of all kinds.
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Aristocracy

Arretine Ware
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Aristocracy The term derived from the Greek word
‘aristokratia’ actually means ‘rule by the best’. An
aristocratic form of government thus refers to the rule of
the best few whose moral and intellectual standing is
superior to the people whom they rule. However, in a
broader social context, the term refers to the uppermost
layer of the society. In most cases, aristocracy accrued to
a person on the basis of his or her birth in ancient and
medieval societies as in the case of the Brahmins in
India, the Patricians in the Roman Empire or the nobility
in medieval Europe.
non-hereditary forms of aristocracies like the upper layer
of the Roman Catholic Church which is called the
‘church aristocracy’ and the ruling elites of the elective
republics and monarchies, members of which were
recruited from the different strata of the given societies.
Tttt SIS W @ YT We AT AT
U ETRRET 358 @ Frohar & e 1o & wad g s
30 TR, ARSI TR T arerd W e ¥ S i I
& watn Al g SR S @ SR Ao i sifesw
fearfa 3 ST i Jorm 7 sferes s1=t &, 99 R 3 S e g
fohq U =TT WIS Hed # I8 Y68 THIS o IeeaH wT
s 2 Ay ame § sifista @9 A wfiser s qen
TEHTC A TS AT & 37 Fodf Fot H Icq & & et
ot ¥ e et 1 A A i e
e T § @ i A Ry e e
AT I TR & A off ® €, S U heifas =< &

But there have also been

S T % AR A1 uredt, T et freme == Ui
FET S & AR Fatferd Tords qor ol 1 wmess i s
Yoo Heferd gHTST o - @l @ welT fope e 9

“L‘a/;fmm&tg &S iy AU c/:gd;:w 3

34 e P UG AU BT P e
§ 1 0018 e e SUl g A bl e e 12
G Bt & S erfosy P bk e 4oL UL
L&Gﬁulﬁﬁ.g,@bw; KLl e U 1A AE
EF N S SN T L 1
TPt g o L U U G il U U i
$8 2 0 8es SEP S A S 1T
Lﬁ@uﬁuw'g}‘kﬂ,uﬁ/?/}d/ﬂ/,uLBL"WQ!}!K@/?&.@J:

_Elne ursdBl g, FSAL

Arretine Ware It refers to a type of ware known as
'Terra sigillata' (stamped pottery). This ware was
produced between the Ist century BCE and the Ist
century CE at Arretium (from where the name Arretine
comes), the modern day Arezzo in Italy. It is a red
coloured pottery with a glossy surface. It was often made
from moulds in both plain and decorated forms. Relief
designs (i.e. raised designs) were also made in moulds
and then applied to the vessels. This ware was traded
throughout the Roman Empire and beyond, during this
period.
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Artefact 9
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Artefact The term refers to any object which has been
manufactured, used or modified by humans. Artefacts
are an important source for reconstructing history. These
include tools, weapons, utensils, ornaments, houses,
buildings, art and other products of human activity. (See
also, ARCHAEOLOGY)
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Artisan The term refers to a person who is manually
skilled in handicraft. Carpenters,
blacksmiths, goldsmiths are all artisans.
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Aryavarta The term refers to the ‘abode of Aryans’ as
defined in the Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras (c.6th
century BCE onward). In these texts, the term was
defined in different ways, as the land between the
Ganga and the Yamuna; as the land between the
Himalayas to the north and the Vindhyas to the south; as
the land that lies west of Kalakavana (possibly in
present day Uttar Pradesh), east of Vinasana (where
Sarasvati disappeared) and south of the Himalayas and
and Vindhya.
Sometimes, Aryavarta was also defined in social rather

north of mountains of Pariyatra
than only territorial terms, as the land where the norms
of varna and ashrama were observed. Atonement acts
(prayschitta) were recommended for those who crossed
the boundaries of Aryavarta.
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Byt oA
Ashrama This is a Sanskrit term found in the
Dharmasutras(c.600 BCE onward) and Dharmashastras

(c.200 BCE onward).
ashramas in the life of a dvija namely Brahman,

It indicates four stages or
Kshatriya and Vaishya. The four ashramas, were
brahmacharya, a period meant for the observances of
celibacy and the acquisition of Vedic learning;
grihastha, or the state of being a householder, with
obligations to marry, reproduce and perform rituals;
vanaprastha, or the observance of a period of partial
renunciation in the forest and sanyasa or complete
renunciation. The ashrama system went through several
stages of development. It is difficult to determine the
extent to which the system was actually followed in the
social context. (See also, DVIJA; VARNA)

STTYT 39 HEHA W63 HT AN GHE (AT 600 Fo o §) HIT
FHITET (200 309, ®) ¥ firewar 21 7 e sraiq s, abrr
I T 3 ST ohl TR SAEEATSAT STt T2 1 e ol T 9R
ST & — SErad, 9 ST 5o {5 st 7 1 e R 5
a1 T JH I AT AT, Tev, 9 I8 foame ek =X s@rar o
SN GAW 309 A TAT TH-FH GO~ L R T o




Ashvamedha

Axis Powers
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Ashvamedha The term refers to a sacrificial rite
performed by rulers who aspired to achieve supremacy
over their rivals. For this an ashva (horse) was left by
him to wander at will for a year under the guardianship
of the royal retinue. All land covered by the horse was
claimed by him as his domain. The capturing of this
horse by a rival ruler implied challenging the authority of
the king who was performing the rite. Then, a battle
would have to be fought between the two ruling
authorities. Successful return of the horse signalled the
undisputed power of its royal master. Afterwards an
elaborate yajna was organised in which this horse was
sacrificed.
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Auliya In Sufism auliya means an affectionate and
compassionate being. They were believed to have
proximity to Allah because of their spirituality. The
auliva was known to be free from all vices. Many
such as Sheikh

renowned sufis were called auliya,

Nizamuddin Auliya.
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Australopithecus 1t is a label given to a stage in the
development of Hominids towards the stage of

Homoerectus. The Australopithecus had a smaller brain
size but heavier jaws and larger teeth than the latter.
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Axis Powers It refers to the military alliance that had
been formed by Germany, Italy and Japan during the
Second World War to fight against the Allied Powers.
Initially Germany and Italy formed what is called the
Rome-Berlin Axis in 1936. With enhanced military and
political ties, it came to be renamed as the ‘Pact of
Steel” in 1939. In 1940 it came to be known as the

‘Tripartite Pact’ with the inclusion of Japan. Thereafter,
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and the Nazi-created states




Axis Powers

Axis Powers

of Slovakia and Croatia also joined this pact making it
into a formidable alliance. However, in 1945, the War
ended with the defeat of the Axis Powers.
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Banjara The term refers to the trader-nomads who
constantly moved from one place to another buying and
selling goods at profitable rates. In medieval times, they
played a significant role in the Indian economy by
supplying foodgrains from villages to towns and cities
and also to distant areas. They moved in caravans that
were called tanda. A tanda generally comprised six to
seven hundred persons including the families of banjaras
and their oxen or pack-animals loaded with various kinds
of merchandise. How important their role was, at that
time, can be understood by the fact that Sultan Alauddin
Khalji (1296-1316 CE) had utilised their services to
supply foodgrains to Delhi. The banjaras continue to
thrive in the central and north-western parts of India,
even today.
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Baoli The term refers to step-wells that were found in

many medieval structures such as forts, palaces,

temples, mosques, tombs, etc., in parts of western India
and Delhi region. These step wells were constructed for
various purposes, such as, storing drinking water,
harvesting rain-water, and keeping the structures cool.
The baolis often catered to the water needs of travellers
as well. A good example is the Gandhak ki Baoli which
is situated near the dargah of Khwaja Qutbuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki in Mehrauli in Delhi.
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Barter System It is a system of exchange whereby
goods and services are exchanged without the use of
coins or currencies. This system of exchange widely
prevailed However,
definitive evidence of coinage in India can be dated to
c. 6th century BCE. Prior to this time the Vedic texts
mention words such as hiranya-pinda, suvarna, pada,
etc., but these are not taken as full-fledged coins by
(those who study coins).
Nonetheless, the advent of coinage did not mean the end
of Barter System as it co-existed with the Monetary
System for a very long time. Barter System still
continues in certain pockets of India.
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Basohli The term refers to a style of miniature painting
that developed in Himachal Pradesh in the late 17th
century. This style was known for boldness and intensity
in its miniatures. Popular themes of Basohli paintings
were the portrayal of local rulers, gods from Hindu

mythology, etc. The most famous Basohli miniature was
Bhanudatta’s Rasamanjari.
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Batai This term refers to the method of land revenue
collection in kind during the Mughal period in India.
Under this system, after the harvest was over, crops used
to be stocked and divided on the basis of prior

agreements between the state and the cultivator. The
system was also known as bhaoli.
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Begar The term refers to labour which used to be
imposed on the lower sections of society by zamindars
and other officials of the state without paying any wage
in return. Hence, this labour was also referred to as
‘forced labour’. A certain form of this practice also
prevailed in ancient India. This was known as vishti.

(See also, VISHTI)
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Benami The term literally refers to property transactions
made in the name of a fictitious person or a third party.
In the whole process, the real beneficiary remains
unnamed. There were several such transactions taking
place in Bengal under the Permanent System of Land
Revenue. This gave rise to an entirely new class of
landowners who increasingly displaced an older one.
(See also, PERMANENT SETTLEMENT)

AT G 3168 1 AN UM % U oH-3T % foTT e Srar &
St fopet i safad a1 q g % W § Ry ST 8 39 s
iR 7 sraelt Tl S TEdr B e § St o Tl
SETR o ST 3T ST HY R T o 3EE y-wie % U
T ot T 37 g e safree R W g A e o
foram (zurht et off 39)

@uﬁj ém’ufvi&gdfi gu‘f L;"‘/'m“‘@ﬂ{ Uit St
G b Rt Lo bR e
q;gfuua?gmwufKc}wﬁéumﬁ”éd/u@t
Ed e prl P23k LFKOIL e

(et P Uebs ) gL ESUAL

Bhaga 1t is a Sanskrit word which meant a ‘share’
collected from cultivators as a tax on their produce such
as wheat, barley, rice, etc., by the kings in ancient India.




Bhagadugha

Bhikkhu, Bhikkhuni

Bhaga used to be generally fixed at one-sixth of the
produce from c.6th century BCE onwards. It was deemed
to be a payment received by the king or the state in lieu
of the protection which they provided to their subjects.
This could also be because the king used to be
considered the legal owner of all land in his kingdom.
(See also, BHAGADUGH)
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Bhagadugha The term occurs in the Rigveda (c.1500 to
1000 BCE). It was used to refer to the representative of
king who collected the hhaga from the subjects. (See
also, BHAGA)

WSS 39 Y63 N AN FEE (T 1500 & 1000 3ogo) H

iretar 81 39 168 1 SEAUTS TS o 39 T o fo1e fomam siar
ofT ST ST & ST $hgT hLell Tl (W i 3@)

(& 1000615000, F) s L a1 43S
S L2rb U Lo Ul S8t
(Stuhon 7) 36U

Bhakti, Bhakta The term refers to the devotional form
of worship which developed in India based on personal
love of god. In this form of worship the devotees who are
called bhaktas seek ultimate union with their chosen
deity through adoration and absolute self surrender. Such
adoration of the qualities of the deity is often expressed
through the chanting of names, composition and singing
of devotional songs and undertaking pilgrimages. (See
also, BHAKTI MOVEMENT)
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Bhakti Movement Beginning in the 8th-9th centuries,
Bhakti movement during the medieval period lasted until
the 16th c. In the southern parts of India, this movement
was popularised by the Nayanars (worshippers of Shiva)
and Alvars (worshippers of Vishnu). In Northern India
the movement revolved around Rama and Krishna. In
general, the Bhakti Movement exhibited two trends
Saguna bhakti (devotion of god with attributes) and
Nirguna bhakti (devotion of god without attributes). Sri
Chaitanya, Surdas and Tulsidas represented the tradition
of Saguna bhakti whereas sant Kabir, Guru Nanak and
Dadu Dayal represented the ideal of Nirguna bhakti.
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Bhikkhu, Bhikkhuni These terms refer to male and
female followers of Buddhism, who having been




Black and Red Ware (B&RW)

Bodhisattva

accepted into the Buddhist Sangha, lead their life
begging alms in observance of the monastic rules. This
tradition began during the lifetime of the Buddha himself
and still continues.

forerg, firargult < wreat 1 v ditg. et 1 o ATt S 3
T ST 3 forg rar 21 3 Tee Sfiem oig dig ga # e
B fiam grr STo Sftaer sd g we et s arem
A B T8 WA FT EIT T F ST Fiet F GO & & of
3R T T 37 +ft ST 2
uﬁuj/é/j:uju/uﬁc/wyﬂ/c‘_:abﬂb‘lul U’&E{:;‘@’
fgy/Jﬂu:;mAJVLL/“Jluf’;wlnd}/(d/;di'b}:/é_
Z_a;,g ql,/,-ﬁq// L,C'J;Ag‘cf_ .,“szaié UPrllslses
e Sleisin Sl f St o2l
Black and Red Ware (B&RW) This term refers to the
type of pottery (earthen) which had black on the inside
and around the rim, and red on the outer surface. It is
suggested that the colour black inside the pottery used to
come from firing these in inverted positions. These kinds
of pottery have been found from different archaeological
sites in many parts of India. Black and red ware pottery
is generally wheel made and its characteristic forms
include shallow dishes and deeper bowls. The earliest use
of this pottery type goes back to the beginning of the 2nd
millennium BCE, and these continued to be in use for
nearly two millennia. However, there are marked
regional variations, and the B&RW associated with
megalithic burials are often distinguished from other
varieties.
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Black Death The term refers to the outbreak of plague
on an epidemic scale in several parts of Western Europe
between 1346 and 1350 which resulted in a sharp decline
in the European population. According to one estimate,
nearly one third of all Europeans became victim of this
disease in the 14th century. Since the body of the
deceased was turning black after death, this disease
(plague) was popularly being called "the black death".
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Bodhisattva This is a Sanskrit term which means ‘one
destined to become a Buddha’. According to the Jatakas
(Buddhist texts which narrate the story of the
Bodhisattvas), the Buddha had undergone several births
prior to becoming the ‘enlightened one’ (Buddha). All
those previous lives of the Buddha are referred to as
Bodhisattvas. The idea of the Bodhisattva was known to
the earliest form of Buddhism (Theravada/Sthaviravada-
the orthodox school of Buddhism). However, this idea
gained greater importance with the rise of Mahayanism,
during the early centuries of the Common Era.
Bodhisattvas were perceived as deeply compassionate
beings who accumulated merit through their efforts but
used this not to attain personal nibbana (nirvana) and
thereby attain liberation from the world. Rather, they
used their accumulated merit to help others.
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Bolshevik, Bolshevism

Brahmadeya
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Bolshevik, Bolshevism The term refers to the form of
revolutionary socialism which was developed by the
Russian Marxists in the years before the First World
War. The Bolshevik party represented this form of
socialism which believed in the armed revolution of the
proletariat (the working class) and the nationalization of
all means of production. The Bolshevik party was formed
in 1903 after a split in the Social Democratic Party. The
Bolsheviks were led by V.I. Lenin, and were in a
majority, whereas their opponents, the Mensheviks, who
were in a minority, were led by Martov. (See also,
SOCIALISM)
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Bourgeois, Bourgeoisie This is a word of French origin.
It indicated the new professional middle class comprising
traders, money lenders, small manufacturers and others
who contributed towards the transition of the European
society from a feudal to an industrial-capitalistic
economy and society. The word Bourgeoisie is a plural
form of the word Bourgeois. (See also, CAPITALISM)
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Bracket In architecture the term refers to a small piece
of wood or stone or metal which is used to carry weight
or support a statue, an arch, a beam, or a shelf being
projected from or overhanging a wall. Brackets can be
carved, cast, or moulded. These can be used simply for
ornamental purposes also.
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Brahmadeya This is a Sanskrit term which was used to
denote the grant of tax free lands to brahmans.




Brahmi script

Buddhism
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Brahmi script The term refers to a script which was
used for writing languages like, Sanskrit, Prakrit and
Tamil in ancient India as opposed to the Aramaic. In
this script the letters are written from left to right. The
earliest evidence of the use of this script is found in
Ashokan inscriptions (mid 3rd century BCE). However,
some recent finds from Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka,
suggest a relatively earlier development of this script
(c.6th and 4th centuries BCE). Most scripts used to
write Indian languages are derived from Brahmi. This
script also spread outside the subcontinent to Tibet and
Southeast Asia.
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Buddhism The term refers to the religion which is
founded on the teachings of Gautama, the Buddha (c.
6th century BCE). The essential doctrines of the
Buddha’s teachings are best expressed in the Four Noble
Truths: Dukkha (there is suffering); Dukkha Samudaya
(it has a cause); Dukkha Nirodh (it can be removed) and

Dukkha Nirodh Marg (the path to remove suffering). The
principle texts of Buddhism are called Tripitaks. Those

are Vinaya, Sutta and Abhidhamma Pitaka. The ultimate
goal of the Buddha’s teaching was to help all human
beings attain the nirvana (salvation), which means the
release from the cycle of birth and death. To achieve this
goal Buddha laid down the aryaashtanga marga (the
Noble Eightfold Path) consisting of samyak drishti (right
view), samyak sankalpa (right intention), samyak vak
(right speech), samyak karma (right action), samyak
ajeev (right livelihood), samyak vyayam (right effort),
samyak smriti (right mindfulness) and samyak samadhi
(right concentration). Most of the teachings of the
Buddha were codified in the first Buddhist council. Over
the years the monastic order of Buddhism was split into
two main branches namely- the Hinayana (the smaller
vehicle), and Mahayana (the greater vehicle).
Subsequently several other sects of Buddhism like
Vajrayana, Tantrayana also came into existence. Under
the patronage of Ashoka, Buddhism spread far beyond
India to many parts of Central, Western and South and
Southeastern Asia. Buddhism also spread far and wide
through the efforts of scholars, monks, pilgrims, traders
and travellers. (See also BODHISATTVA; BUDDHIST
COUNCILS; HINAYANA; MAHAYANA)
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Buddhist Councils

Buddhist Councils
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Buddhist Councils These were assemblies convened
after the Mahaparinirvana (demise) of the Buddha to
compile his teachings and to settle doctrinal disputes
which arose within the sangha. There have been four
such historic councils. The first of these councils, was
held at Rajagriha (the capital of Magadha) in c.5th
century BCE. The Vinaya Pitaka (dealing with monastic
rules) and the Sutta Pitaka (dealing with Buddha’s
sayings) are said to have been finalised (adopted) in this
council. The second council was held at Vaishali, the
capital of Lichchavis presently in north Bihar, probably a
century after the Buddha’s demise (c.4th century BCE)
when the Buddhist sangha was split into two on the
issues of the Buddha’s teachings and monastic discipline.
Aimed at resolving the issues of schism in the Buddhist
sangha Ashoka had convened the third council at
Pataliputra (modern Patna, then capital of the Mauryan
empire) in c.247 BCE. The Abhidhamma Pitaka, dealing
with the metaphysical aspect of Buddhism, was compiled
in this council. The fourth council was convened under
the patronage of Kanishka in c.1st or 2nd century CE and
is usually associated with the formal rise of Mahayana
Buddhism. Henceforth, the
categorised as Hinayani. This council is known for

traditionalists ~ were

preparation of commentaries on the Buddhist scriptures.
(See also, BUDDHISM; HINAYANA; MAHAYANA)
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Caliphs, Khalifa

Canon

(c

Caliphs, Khalifa The word Caliph or Khalifa literally
means ‘successor’ or ‘substitute’. The word was used to
describe the successors of Prophet Muhammad. The first
successor who became the first Khalifa in 632 CE was
Abu Bakr. He was followed by Umar, Usman and Ali
respectively. All of them are known as the rightly guided
Caliphs who were closely associated with Prophet
Muhammad during his lifetime. After Ali, the Caliphate
passed on to the Umayyads (661-750 CE) who ruled
from Damascus, and therefore to the Abbasids (750-1258
CE) who had their centre at Baghdad. However, by the
time Ottomans of Turkey laid claims to this institution,
its authority had waned considerably. It was finally
abolished in 1924 when Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the first
president of the Republic of Turkey converted Turkey
into a secular state.
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Calligraphy The term refers to the art of decorative
handwriting. The term might have had its origin in
Greek language in which the words ‘kallos’ means
‘beauty’ and ‘graphine’ means ‘to write’. The tradition
of calligraphy had evolved into a fine art form in the
Middle-East and East Asia since the early centuries of
Christian era and had continued till the print technology
came to substitute handwriting in the early modern age.
In India calligraphy was practised as an important tool
to beautify architectural structures with Quranic verses
during the medieval period
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Canon The term refers to the collection of books (old,
ancient, final) that are accepted as authoritative or
divinely inspired in any given religion, such as the
Tripitaka in Theravada Buddhism or the Prasthana
Trayi (Upanishads, Bhagwad Gita and the Brahmsutras)
in the Hindu tradition. Hadith is the most important
canonical  tradition in  Islam. ( See also,
UPANISHAD;HADITH)
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Capital, Capitalism

Carbonisation

Capital, Capitalism Derived from the Latin word
'capitale', the term has been in use since the middle of the
16th century. In the economic sense, the term refers to
the accumulation of economic
Capitalism is a system of production in which methods or
the means of production are owned privately to generate
profit. Historically, capitalism acquired prominence in
Western Europe following the Industrial Revolution. As
a system, it has resulted in a considerable increase in the
volume of goods and services and in the expansion of
markets and increase in the number of consumers all
across the world. By the very nature of its working,
capitalism has also led to severe inequalities between
various countries. It also breeds
inequalities within individual countries.
(See also, INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION)
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Carbon-14(C14)/Radiocarbon Dating It refers to a
dating technique that is used to determine the age of
organic materials such as seeds, bone, shell, wood, peat,
charcoal, etc. which are less than 50,000 years of age.
This technique is based on the principle that living things

assets or wealth.

Socio-economic

absorb and release carbon-12 and carbon-14 when they
are alive. They release C14 after death at a constant rate
while C12 remains stable. With C12 taken as a baseline
the ratio calculation between C12 and C14 gives the date
of the material. The decrease in C14 is measured in
half-lives of 5730 years, meaning that the amount of
carbon-14 is reduced to half the amount after about 5730
years. By calibrating dates generated by radiocarbon
dating with other absolute dating methods, a date in
calendar years can be established.
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Carbonisation This is a term which is often used by
archaeologists to describe the proces of burning of
organic materials, such as plants, seeds, or grains in an
oxygen free environment, which results in their
preservation. Charcoal is a widely known example.
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Census The term refers to an official count or

enumeration of members of a population at regular
intervals. Enumeration of the human population was
known to exist even in pre-British India. However,
systematic of conducting
developed in India by the British beginning with 1872.
The first All- India Census was conducted in 1881. Since
then the census operations have been regularly carried
out in the country once in every 10 years. Besides
enumerating human population, census is also carried out
in respect of animals, birds, trees, agriculture, business,
vehicular traffic, etc.
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Central Powers The term is used collectively for
Austria-Hungary, Germany and Italy who formed a

methods censuses was

political alliance in 1882, which is also known as the
'Triple Alliance'. After 1915, when Italy joined England
and France in another alliance the term came to refer
only to Austria-Hungary and Germany. The term also
provides an indication of the geographical location of
these countries in Europe.
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Chahar Taslim 1t was a mode of salutation which was
introduced by Shahjahan during the Mughal period. This
form of salutation involved placing the back of the right
hand on the ground and raising it gently till the person
stood erect, and touched the palm of his hand on the
crown of his head. Chahar literally means ‘four’ and
taslim, means ‘submission’. Thus, it meant four times
bowing down before the king.
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Chaitya This term refers to a Buddhist or Jaina prayer
hall. Chaityas were built near viharas for congregational
worship. The Buddhist chaityas usually enshrined a
stupa and at a later stage, the icon of Buddha as well.
The earliest existing chaitya date from the end of the




Chalcolithic

Chauchala

first millennium BCE. These were built all over the
country either of brick or excavated from rocks. It
appears as though wooden prototypes of chaityas
existed even earlier. The largest brick chaitya hall to
have been excavated is at Guntapalli in Seemandhra.
Some of the most beautiful examples of rock-cut
chaityas are found at Bhaja and Karle along the Western
Ghats in Maharashtra. (See 4/so, VIHARA)
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Chalcolithic This term refers to archaeological cultures
which used copper apart from stone (lithos) for making
objects. Copper artefacts made by these cultures included
tools, weapons and bangles. They also used microliths
and other stone tools. These Chalcolithic people
domesticated animals and practiced agriculture along
with hunting and fishing. Almost all Chalcolithic
communities  used black-and-red
pottery. They were also the first to use painted ware.
Traces of Chalcolithic cultures, which were mostly
associated with rural communities, have been discovered
almost all over the country during the second and early
first millennium BCE. (See also, ARTEFACTS; BLACK
AND RED WARE)
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Chandala The term refers to members of those social
groups, who
Sometimes these people were also referred to as antyaja
as they fell outside the fourfold varna system. However,
in some Buddhist texts like the Matanga Jataka they
have been occasionally presented as questioning their
marginal status.
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were considered as untouchable.
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Chauchala This term refers to four-roofed structures
where the four triangular curved roofs met at the top.
The chauchala style led to the evolution of a unique

Bengali architectural style in medieval times which was
adopted outside Bengal as well.
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Chihil Sutun
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Chaudhury The term came into use in the 13th and
14th centuries. It referred to those who collected kharaj
(land revenue) from the peasants on behalf of the state.
In lieu of these services, the chaudhuries were granted
certain privileges (haqq-i-khoti) such as an exemption
from paying kharaj on the lands owned by them. In due

course the chaudhuries became a part of the rural
aristocracy across Northern India.
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Chaurasi The term refers to an administrative unit of
the Gond kingdom of Central India (modern Madhya
Pradesh) comprising 84 villages. The Gond kingdom was
divided into several garhs of which Chaurasi was a

subdivisional unit.
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Cherti The term refers to traders in South India. (See
also, SHRESHTHIN)

TE w7 yee AfVT WA # SiiEr % g s fR R
(o3t ot )

(& ruos -l essedilpeut (€
Chiefdom, Chief, Chieftain The term refers to that
form of political organisation in which a hereditary
leader in his capacity as the ‘chief” held power over a
conglomeration of kinship groups living in clusters of
villages around the habitation of the main clan group.
These kinship groups in turn were headed by ‘chieftains’
as distinct from the ‘chief’ for having lesser power than
him. Genghis Khan was born into the family of one such
‘chieftain’, who headed the Kiyat clan in the 12th century
CE.
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Chihil Sutun Chihil or Chahl literally means ‘forty’ and
Sutun stands for ‘pillar’. Thus, put together the Chihil
Sutun means a structure with forty pillars. Generally
such structures used to be erected as halls of public and
private audience within large courtyard of palaces such
as diwan-i-khas or diwan-i-am, which were known as
chahl sutun or forty-pillared halls.
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Church
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Chinampa The term refers to a form of agriculture,
practised in Mesoamerica, especially by the Aztecs
similar to a system of land reclamation. A chinampa was
constructed by weaving huge reed mats and covering it
with mud and plants. It was then floated on a suitable
shallow-water site. Once built up to a level that was
above the surface of the water, mud from the lake rich in
nutrients, used to be dredged up and piled on its top. This
process used to be repeated periodically so that the soil
remained fertile to support cultivation round the year.
(See also, MESOAMERICA)
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Chirag-i-Shinasai This Persian phrase literally means
the ‘lamp of wisdom’. Abul Fazl used it in the context of
the importance of written material which he said could
stay on for ages unlike spoken words.
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Church Ordinarily the term refers to a place of worship

belonging to the Christian religion. However, in more
specific ways, the term refers to an organisation of the

Christian religious community. From 380 CE, when
Christianity was established as the official religion of
the Roman Empire, the
organisational unity until 1054 CE, when it got split into
the western Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern
Orthodox Church. Although the term ‘catholic’
originally signified the universal church, yet in
organisational sense it denoted the Church of Rome
headed by the Pope. In 16th century, following
protestations against the instituted organisational and
doctrinal corruptions in catholic churches by religious
reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin and Ulrich
Zwingli, another split occurred in the western church
giving rise to a number of protestant churches. In
England this protest took more of a political colour as
King Henry VIII, failing to get the Pope’s consent for a
divorce from his wife Catherine over the issue of her
not having given birth to a male heir, caused the Church
of England to break away from papal authority. In 1534,
through a Parliamentary enactment, Henry VIII also
became the head of this church, the adherents of which
came to be known as ‘Anglicans’, the word having
originated from a medieval Latin phrase, ecclesia
anglicana.
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church maintained its
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Citadel The term refers to that part of the urban
settlement which was built at a height. Most Harappan
settlements had such kind of a small high citadel which
were often fortified as seen at Mohenjodaro and Harappa.
These citadels were built on the western sections of the
settlement with larger lower sections lying to the east.
However, there ware some variations seen in this pattern
at sites like Dholavira and Lothal where the entire
settlements were fortified. The citadel at Lothal was not
even walled, though it was built at a height. In some
Harappan cities important buildings such as the Great
Bath at Mohenjodaro and the Great Granary at Harappa
were located within the citadel complex. (See also,
LOWER TOWN)
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Citizenship The term denotes certain rights and
obligations that are associated with the officially
recognised inhabitants of a city or state. As a concept the
term first applied in the context of ancient Greek
city-states where some residents acquired the right to
elect people to public offices. In the 18th century, the
American and French revolutions laid the foundations of
the concept of modern citizenship.
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City-State The term refers to a political formation
wherein a city by itself was an independent state. Such a
state was usually consisted of an urban centre and its
surrounding areas that were used mainly for agricultural
purposes. A great variety of these states existed in
ancient Mesopotamia, Greece and Italy.

TR 39 W68 A1 A T T TSI T § & Sel @&
TR & T T TS 8| T TRAST § AR WU el FR
BT o7 3 39 28 g F =0 AN & Ielleh T SEIHTA GTrEdR
T Tt % oI, Foram ST om T S, I SR sedt J
TH &% T 91

u:*”'%'fuff%df@dl:&w/ccwm ukjdﬁﬂ
caGWUI/;I}KI/U’/?/‘:/?"V:/.L‘/d/(:b’l_u?L"ﬁu&uf’fu".,g
AR L st i b 26 (o,

<U££’”¢j’/}’dt{:gt’{ﬁ(ﬁjﬁp il




Civil Disobedience

Civil War

Civil Disobedience The expression denotes an act of
defiance or the refusal to obey unjust laws imposed by a
ruling dispensation such as a colonial administration or
a government using non-violence as a method of
protest. Civil Disobedience could be adopted either
collectively or even at an individual level. The act of
Civil Disobedience is also referred to as ‘passive
resistance’.  For Henry David Thoreau
(1817-62), a modern American thinker originally named
his book Civil Disobedience as Resistance to Civil
Government that was published in 1849. In India,
Mahatma Gandhi launched a mass Civil Disobedience
Movement on 12 March 1930 with his Dandi March to
break the salt laws and thereby questioned the justness
of the colonial rule of India. (See also,
SATYAGRAHA)
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Civil Rights The phrase generally refers to the basic
and equal rights that are enjoyed by all citizens in a
country irrespective of their racial, economic and
religious differences sanctified by law.

However, historically speaking, such rights as the right
to vote and the right to equality have been achieved by

example

and are

numerous socially and politically marginalised peoples
in different countries through long and painful struggles
only in the modern times. The foremost among such
examples was witnessed in the United States of America
where the racially segregated black population of
African origin finally gained these rights in the 1960s
after a prolonged Non-violent Movement led by Martin
Luther King Jr., when the US Congress being persuaded
by President Lyndon B. Johnson passed the historic
Civil Rights Act in 1964 and the Voting Rights Act in
1965. In the modern history of the world this movement
is widely referred to as the ‘Civil Rights Movement’.
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Civil War The phrase is generally used to describe an
between two groups of citizenry
belonging to the same country. However, historically the
phrase is widely used to refer to the war that had broken

out in the United States of America in 1861 between the
‘Union’ consisting of the northern states and the eleven

armed conflict
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Classical Age

states of the south, which had come together to form the
Confederate States of America over the issues of
abolition of slavery and the states’ right to secede from
the Union. This historic war, commonly known as the
American Civil War, lasted for four years and ended in
1865 with the victory of the Union over the
Confederates. As for its consequence, the victory not
only preserved the Union, but also abolished slavery and
granted citizenship to the freed slaves. In 20th century,
this phrase has also come to be used to describe the
conflicts that took place between the Bolsheviks and the
Counter-Revolutionaries in Russia from 1918 to 1921
and between the Nationalists and the Republicans in
Spain from 1936 to 1939.

TE TG 39 AT HT JANT STHGR T TH A O ok AN h &
HHET o e BN aTet &= T ot g¥ie o ot fea siar 21 et
RfereTies F9 ¥ 39 AT T AN ATF F F I TF % (¢ R
ST 2 S 1861 F T Toar STAfERT § It TeAt 3R afdr ¥ =
TS o U o o gaTT| 36 Heree s fmior e vt e SR asat
% TT Y AT B h TE B T geTT ol e Nfverfe 7,
HHTIA: STHEHT T8 T8 Fel ST &, IR a9 qe =l S TE 1865 |
T g HETHE W s % | A g aRvmeeE, 39 e 3
T A "o ifEd fore, afess qrmer # SAem R fa ei
T EU AT 1 TIRERAT Y& i | 209 ITaTest H 59 368 F T
1918 & 1921 % off=r &6 | aeiforent 3R swifer frifte & after qam
1936 & 1939 H T H TegaTieal SR MusETeEr 3 e B o
et e 3 o f o e )

um/c;éu;ﬁgé..ﬁdvg/’m(udb&uK@/’*]ﬂ 2ol
s bW L8 Sl é/ Lsd_wenL
QB L0 2 crl s J21861 JW15 sl e B 1
FEUs st gend tiHnd L Uil S s2s Uil
G AL LSS Luiud e byl £
P FEUK St St FG K ST E S
S Sk Jur/./lgfﬁg_t“lg u/d:/lla p{/l Z//J‘Efvéwu
S Lk P36 G AL QLT UL UL 1865
Sar) - S A U tlont oon 266 S0 I~
1 sl U 19212 1918 % s JE5160 B
sk sl Uy 31939 2 1936 U sl e

WVEL Ll il

Clan The word refers to a group of people who traced
their origin to a common ancestor and are related to

each other through kinship ties. For example most of the
tribes in Arabia were made up of clans or combinations
of large families such as the Umayyads who were a
prosperous clan of the Quraysh tribe.
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Classical Historically, the term refers to the great works
of art and literature, which had been produced in ancient
Greece during the 5th and 4th centuries BCE. This was
also the period when Greece witnessed the rise of
Athens to a pre-eminent position that culminated in the
spectacular conquests of Alexander in the near and

Middle East up to the frontiers of India. (See also,
CLASSICAL AGE; CLASSIC; CLASSICISM)
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Classical Age In Greek history the great
accomplishments that were seen in the political and
cultural domains during the 5th and 4th centuries BCE
have led modern historians to designate this period as the
‘Classical Age’.During the renaissance period (14th-17th
centuries) in Europe scholars derived much of their
inspiration from these classical accomplishments of
ancient Greece and laid the foundations of the modern
Western  civilisation.  (See  also, CLASSICAL,;
CLASSIC; CLASSICISM)
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Cold War
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Classicism The term refers to the inclination of scholars
and artists of renaissance period to study the classical
works of ancient Greece and Rome and on that basis
contribute to the development of modern thought and
artistic expressions. (See also, CLASSICAL,;
CLASSICAL AGE; CLASSIC)
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Classic The term refers to works of art, literature or
music, which symbolise the highest standards of
intellectual or cultural expression and are considered to
be of lasting value. (See also, CLASSICAL,;
CLASSICAL AGE; CLASSICISM)
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Clay tablets These were slabs of fine clay that were
used by scribes to write on in ancient Mesopotamia.
Signs were first inscribed or impressed on the soft and
wet clay. Afterwards these tablets were either dried in

the sun or fired in the kiln to harden. These clay tablets
were made in various shapes and sizes. Some were
cone-shaped and some were drum-shaped. Most of these
tablets to keep records of business
transactions, deeds of sale, contracts, etc.
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Cold War This is an expression which was used to
describe the war like situation that had built up between
the Soviet bloc and the western bloc led by the United

States of America after the Second World War. The
rivalry between these two blocs had intensified on

were used

account of their shared ideological differences and
geo-political interests. Despite the fact that both these
blocks had engaged each other in military confrontations
in different zones of conflict around the world and built
up huge arms-stock piles of both conventional as well as
nuclear varieties, yet had never engaged each other in an
open war due to an understanding in each rival block that
any open war between them will lead to mutually assured
destruction (MAD). This period of intense rivalry came
to an end in 1989 with the demolition of the Berlin wall
which divided the two blocks in Europe and the
subsequent breakup of the Soviet Union. However the
expression has now become a part of standard vocabulary
in international politics and is more generally used to
describe similar situations between any two countries.
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Colonialism, Coloniser, Colonisation,Colony

Column
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Colonialism, Coloniser, Colonisation, Colony In its
simple sense the term refers to the establishment of full
or partial control of one country over another for its own
benefit. In the modern times such a process of
colonialism began with the discoveries of the sea routes
to America in 1492 and to India in 1498. Followed by
these discoveries across the Atlantic, the European
nation-states such as Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands,
France, England, Germany and Italy invested huge
resources to find ever more new territories across the
continents and establish their trading settlements in those
territories. But, gradually, these European powers also
began to meddle in local politics and contrived to
ultimately bring the numerous peoples of those
territories under their control through diplomacy and

war. All of this was done by the ‘colonisers’ to serve
their own economic interests and fight their wars for
supremacy in the European continent. However, through
this process, which is often referred to as ‘colonisation’,
of the suffered
immensely due to their sustained economic exploitation,
political subjugation and cultural dislocation.
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Column In architecture the term refers to a vertical

the indigenous peoples ‘colonies’

structure usually with a rounded shaft. It consists of a




Commercial Revolution

Communalism, Communal

base, shaft, and capital. It is designed to carry upper
section of a building or other load. Sometimes columns
are free standing and are used for decorative and other
purposes. Columns could be made of bricks, stone,
bronze, etc.The
Parthenon temple of ancient Greece is a good example
where have been extensively used to
structurally support the edifice. Ashokan pillars found in
different parts of India are excellent examples of free
standing columns.
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Commercial Revolution The expression refers to that
period (16th century CE) in European history when
great expansion was witnessed in cross-continental or
maritime trade and commerce with Europe as its
centre.This economic expansion led to the growth of big
trading organisations, money economy, private banking
and new towns and cities. Commercial Revolution also

brought in its wake newer forms of financial services
such as money banking,

wood and any metal like iron,

columns

insurance, and financial
investment. As a consequence the European society saw
fundamental and rapid changes in its structure, morals
and manners.
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Communalism, Communal Communalism is the
ideology systematically developed by those who wrongly
believe that all members of a certain religious community
share the same social and political interests or objectives.
They further believe that all religious communities are
internally homogenous or unified. In British India and in
contemporary times, communalism was used to divide
people, often leading to communal riots resulting in loss
of life and property. Undoubtedly, this ideology poses
major challenges to the unity and integrity of a country.
A person who practises the ideology of communalism is
communal.
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Concentration Camps

Conquistadores
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Concentration Camps The expression is used to
describe those centres where people (political prisoners,
prisoners of war, refugees) used to be detained under
utterly inhuman conditions, people who were especially
considered to be inimical to or largely undesirable by
the poweres that be. Such camps were first set up in
South Africa during the Boer War (1899-1902). In Nazi
Germany (1933-45) many concentration camps had been
set up both within the country and in the areas under the
German control to imprison the Jews, the Gypsies and all
such people (homosexuals and others) who were
considered as ‘undesirable elements’. In some of these
camps dangerous medical experiments were being
conducted on the hapless prisoners, on account of which
many died. Many of these camps were also notorious for
the use of poisonous gases to Kkill their inmates
enmasse.These camps were often fenced with electrified
barbed wire. (See also, GAS CHAMBERS)

e FTeR g srfireaferd s s 3 e ket % fere fo
ST & ST 37 AN (TS Hiea, Tgafea, Tront) # ar
s aRfufaat @ w@r S of S dekedE ST g
forieft sroram T B aok STETSE wWe ST 9| U fHfer ey
A TF % SN (1899-1902) SFeror s7shiert # wemiua fopg g o)
ST B AT O (1933-45) % S T 3eR e 2w F e
S T ATt gt § wnfua fg e o, et agfe, fftet
ST U@ Tuft AR (THARTERT qeT 31=T) 1 Sd) SR 3T STaT o
78 sraferta qc Twe St o 3T & %o it Rl 7 sfe
T GARAT Fefeheaeh R et fohe ST o Foreh o agd ¢ siat
ST A T S e sfeet @ o wr a9 e oA 2y
STEticlt A6 o FmTe o fore Fed o vE ffat  ars st
forsTeft % e a1 5=TS STt oft (frer < oft 3

e b L& Sud oL ob e
W8t e QU1 2B s ity g s Bes ) Ui
L& L SaPag i | Son B B s b G G e
L (1899-1902) B2 74 Ut 3 /13321, L LU o
ri1(1933-45)umdl e P St e - £ L Fom
Uk b et & bide en FUt Uil =3 L 57
G Lt d L ey FOUISE L
UL U6 o3t P Ut -Gt 2o ns ot U2
L& L e ete adPE L e AP,

Ay EE U Sl uﬁ’i{/ﬂ}ﬁ/gf’fa 940!
e Ut LEZ s Susdoé piad Lt
CEuusbn - Eled

Confucianism The system of ethical philosophy that is
centred on the teachings of Confucius or K’ung-FuTzu
(551-479 BCE) of China. As a school of thought
Confucianism also includes teachings of later day
scholars like Zhu Xi. The essence of Confucianism lies
in its emphasis on human relationships within the
family, between friends, extending up to relationships
between the governments and their
Confucianism  has come to influence the life and
thoughts of the Chinese people for more than two
millennia.
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Conquistadores This is a Spanish word which in
English means a ‘conqueror’. Conquistadores were
soldiers and adventurers who were recruited by the state
to carry out expeditions into the New World (the
Americas). Conquistadores were quite infamous for their
cruelty towards the indigenous peoples in the Americas.
Among those conquistadores, the two were widely
known Herman Cortez, who conquered the Aztec
Empire in Mexico, and Francisco Pizarro, who overran

the Incas at Peru. On account of these conquests the
Spanish acquired a firm foothold in the Americas.
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Conservation

Conservatism, Conservative
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Conservation Ordinarily, the term refers to the process
of protecting the natural environment for its sustainable
use. This usage has a more specific context in the
widespread destruction of forests during the colonial
period, when driven by the needs of industrialisation in
Europe colonial dispensations across Asia, Africa and
Latin America encouraged cultivation of cash crops in
plantations, laid railroads, and disturbed the livelihood
patterns of indigenous populations on a large scale. After
independence too many of the erstwhile colonies
continued the earlier policies of skewed development by
reserving bio-spheres systematic
exploitation by the state. Such policies have often
resulted in creating critical situations leading to conflicts
thus making many of these countries to think of more
innovative methods of environmental conservation and
management.
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Conservatism, Conservative Originating from the
Latin word ‘conservare’, the term refers to an attitude of
preserving the existing order of things. As a political
philosophy, it came into prominence in Europe in late
18th century as a reaction to the consequences of the
French Revolution of 1789. Although most proponents of
this new political attitude, called ‘conservatives’ did not
propose a wholesale return to the pre-revolutionary social
and political state, yet they supported the modernisation
of traditional institutions with the belief that this will
strengthen the ‘restored’ monarchies of Europe through
the institutions of modern armies, efficient bureaucracies,
dynamic economic and the abolition of
feudalism and serfdom. However, in succeeding times,
conservatism had to seriously contend with both rational
and liberal political philosophies and acquire different
shades of political expression in Europe and America.
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Cosmology
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Coparcenary Inheritance The term refers to a practice
of inheritance where property was divided amongst all
inheritors (usually sons). Among the Mughal emperors
of India, it was Babur who followed this practice.
However, the usual practice in India that was widely
prevalent in reference to political succession was the
rule of primogeniture where usually the eldest son used

to become the inheritor of the throne. (See also, RULE
OF PRIMOGENITURE)
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Copper Plates In ancient India, the kings used to grant
lands and issue administrative orders usually inscribed
on copper plates.The use of copper plates for such

purposes probably started from the mid - first
millennium CE. Thousands of such copper plates have
been found from different parts of the subcontinent. In
Sanskrit texts these copper plates have been referred to
as tamrashashanas or tamrapatras.
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Corbel This is a term used in architecture. It is derived
from the Latin word 'corbellus' or 'corvus'. It refers to a
bracket made either of stone, wood, brick or any other
building material which holds a cornice or arch on to a
wall. (See Also, ARCH)
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Cosmography The term refers to the science of
mapping the universe. It studies the size and position of
the heavenly bodies and their changes in reference to
cosmic time.
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Cosmology The term with its origin in the Greek word
'kosmos', which means ‘universe’, refers to the scientific
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Cuneiform script

study of the universe covering its origin, structure and
also its basic nature. As a discipline, cosmology had its
beginning in differing fundamental conceptions about
the nature of the universe in ancient times. However, in
modern times the studies of Copernicus (1473-1543),
Johannes  Kepler (1571-1630), Galileo  Galilei
(1564-1642) and  Issac  Newton  (1643-1727)
revolutionised such ancient conceptions and firmly
established the heliocentric (sun-centred) idea along
with the idea of the rotation of earth (a spherical
heavenly body) around the Sun on an elliptical path.
Historically, the establishment of such knowledge about
the solar system not only changed the earlier church
supported erroneous geocentric (earth-centred) notion of
the universe but also helped mankind to make rapid
progress in the study of other natural
phenomena as well.
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Culture This is a term which is widely used by
archaeologists as a label to indicate the specific
assemblage of material remains found at an
archaeological site and dating to a particular period.
Broadly, however, culture is a term used by historians,
anthropologists, sociologists and others to mean those
aspects of peoples’ lives which include eating habits,
dress, festivals, songs, dances, rituals, languages, etc.
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Cuneiform script The term is derived from the Latin
words 'cuneus' and 'forma' which mean 'wedge' and
'shape', respectively. This system of writing developed
in ancient Mesopotamia around 3rd millennium BCE
and gradually came to be used for writing the Akkadian,
Elamite, Hittite and Old Persian languages. The system
evolved on account of the practice of making
impressions on clay tablets with a wedge shaped stylus.
‘Cuneiform’, as a system of writing is thought to have
developed out of the older Sumerian pictographic script.
A British officer Henry Rawlinson’s transcription of the
trilingual Behistun (Iran) inscription provided the key to
the decipherment of this type of script.
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Cupola Cupola refers to a small dome built at the top of
a building. Cupolas were initially built on the top of the

minarets but later on these were also built to crown, the
central well. A chhatri in Indian
architecture is a good example of a cupola.
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Daftar This is a Persian term which refers to a stitched
or bound booklet or register used in offices. The term is
originally derived from the Greek word 'dipthera' which
means ‘'hide'. Subsequently, the term came to be applied
to papyrus rolls which were used for writing during the
times of Herodotus (c.5th century BCE). In medieval
India the term came to be widely used for bundles,
official papers or volumes of a book such as the 4in-i-
Akbari which consists of five daftars (volumes). Apart
from this, the office of the diwan, where official records
used to be kept, was also known as the dafiar.
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Dagh The word dagh literally means 'mark'.In medieval
India, there prevailed a practice of branding of horses
used by soldiers with a mark to prevent them from
exchanging superior horses for inferior ones.This system
came to be known as the dagh system. It was Alauddin
Khalji who first introduced this system during the
Sultanate period alongwith the practice of maintaining
rolls of troopers describing their individual appearance to
identify each one of them with the branded horses that
were assigned to them. However, the system was

discontinued by Firoz Tuglaq and was again reintroduced
by the Mugal emperor Akbar in 1573. According to Ain-i
Akbari, Akbar had implemented this system despite stiff
resistance from the nobility.
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Daimyo 1t is a Japanese term consisting of two words
'dai' and 'myo'. It is a general term referring to the
powerful territorial (dominal) lords in Japan, when
Shoguns ruled the country in the name of the emperor.
There were over 250 such domains under the rule of the
daimyos. However, after the monarchy was restored in
Japan in 1868, which is popularly called the 'Meiji
Restoration', the daimyos were made governors of
territories that roughly corresponded to their erstwhile
domains. Finally, in 1871 the daimyo were pensioned off
and a new administrative structure was put into place by
altering the boundaries of old village and territorial units
(domains).
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Dakkani The term Dakkani refers to the people and
culture originating in the Deccan region in India.
However, in the context of the medieval history of India
the term refers to the nobles (old comers) who used to
serve the Bahmani state (14th & 15th centuries) before
the influx of afaqis (new comers) into the Bahmani
nobility. (See also, AFAQIS)
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Dakshinapatha This is a Sanskrit term which meant,
‘the route leading to the south'. From about the mid-first
millennium BCE onward the name began to be used in
the Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit texts for the route leading to
the south from the Ganga valley across the Vindhya
mountain range as well as for the region that lies to the
south of this mountain. During the Gupta period
Dakshinapatha extended from Kosala to Kanchi. In later
times though, it is said to have included the whole of the

trans-Vindhya region. The term Deccan, the presently
used geographical nomenclature for this region, is
derived from the term Dakshinapatha.
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Dalit The term came into popular usage in 1960s and
is supposed to have been first used by Jyotirao Phule, a
Marathi social reformer of the 19th century. It usually
refers to the people who were at the bottom of the social
structure. In the 20th century, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
championed the cause of these downtrodden people
through the foundation of the Depressed Classes
Association in 1930. It was because of his persistent
effort to politically mobilize the dalits that 'the Poona
Accord' had come to be signed in 1931 by which it was
agreed to reserve a few constituencies for them in the
central and provincial legislatures.
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Dark Age
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Damin-i Koh This is a Persian term which refers to the
forested areas of the Rajmahal foothills. In the 19th
century the Santhals were given land and persuaded to
settle in this area by the English East India Company.
This land grant to the Santhals was mapped and enclosed
with boundary pillars to separate it from the areas of the
settled agriculturists of the plains and the Paharias of the
hills. Following this demarcation of 'the land of the
Santhals' (Damin-i-koh), the Santhal settlements
increased manifold. By 1851 there were as many as
1,473 Santhal villages which had come up in this area. It
was around this time that the Santhals had come to feel
betrayed by the colonial state because of expolitation by
Bhagalpur (modern state of Bihar) and Birbhum (modern
state of West Bengal) in the Damin area.
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Dargah 1t is a Persian word which refers to the tomb-
shrine of a revered sufi saint. It also became a place of
pilgrimage for the followers to seek the sufi’s spiritual
grace (barakat) particularly on the occassion of urs or
the death anniversary of sufi saints. The tradition still
continues of which a good example is the dargah of
Nizamuddin Auliya in Delhi.
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Dark Age The expression is often used to refer to that
period of European history which followed the fall of
the Roman Empire in 476 CE and continued till about
1000 CE. This expression was originally used by the
Renaissance scholars of Italy in the 14th-15th century. It
sought to highlight how during this period Europe was
steeped in unquestioning religiosity imposed by the
Roman Catholic Church.The expression was also used
by the Renaissance scholars to emphasise how their own
work drawn from the classical learning of ancient
Greece and Rome marked the begining of a "New Age'.
However, increasingly
questioning the use of this expression in reference to
this period of European history.
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Dasas

Degh
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Dasas In the Rigveda the term has been used to refer to
people who were considered to be different from the
Aryans in terms of cultural practices and the languages
in which they spoke.

I e § T WG 1 YA I @ o forg Fpa e S wivpfoe
HTIR-FFER TR Ih FRT St S areft wronedf 7t gfee & a1t &
firet 2

/gféziuﬂuutﬁwwb/muﬁ,p.ﬁ Jb
& e Uy T Ul by U

Fézine

-

Deforestation The term is generally used to refer to
large-scale cutting of trees in forested areas for either
cultivation or industrial use or other human activities.
Historically, the earliest evidence of deforestation has
traced to the Neolithic period,
hunting-gathering gave way to cultivation of crops as a
Subsequently, settled
agriculture also brought about a substantial degree of
deforestation in areas where ancient civilisations
flourished. However, deforestation acquired a new and
considerably more threatening dimension in modern
times due to urbanisation, industrialisation and
colonisation. Particularly, the tropical forests of Latin
America, Africa and Asia, including that of India, which

been when

method of food production.

sustained the local environments and the primary sources
of livelihood available to many forest dwellings and
tribal communities living in these areas, were severely

eroded due to the policies of ‘'exclusion' and
over-exploitation as pursued by the various colonial
regimes.
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Degh This is a word which refers to a large cauldron
(metal pot). During the Mughal period, emperor Akbar
in one of his visits to the famous Sufi shrine of Sheikh

Muinuddin Chishti at Ajmer had gifted it one such degh

for cooking meals for the pilgrims. In sufi khangahs
(spacious houses of Sufi mystics) such pots are usually

used for cooking community meals and distribution
among visitors. (See also, KHANQAH)
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Denarius

Dharma
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Denarius The term refers to a small silver coin of
ancient Rome. (See also, Dinar)
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Despotism The term is derived from the Greek word
‘despotes’. It refers to a form of government in which a
ruler power over his subjects
unrestrained by any established law such as a
constitution. In 18th century Europe there were many
despotic rulers who had introduced a number of political
and social reforms in their respective countries and hence
had come to be called as 'enlightened despots'. This
eventuality had come about despite the resolve of the
French revolutionaries to liberate the peoples of Europe
from despotism.
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Dhamma Mahamatta, Dharma Mahamatra 1t was a
designation that was given to a special cadre of officials
created by the Mauryan king Ashoka to establish
'Dhamma’ among all communities in his empire and
promote among them all happiness on the 13th year of
his reign. Rock Edict Five and the Seventh Pillar Edict of
Ashoka throw specific light on the duties of Dharma
Mahamattas. The Dharma Mahamattas were empowered
to release prisoners or remit their sentences if they
thought such prisoners have families to support or were
old or had been misled into committing crimes. On the
whole the Dharma Mahamattas were occupied with the
tasks of determining who among the people of the empire
were devoted to Dhamma, who were established in
Dhamma and who were generous.
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Dharma 1t is a Sanskrit term which variously refers to
norms of conduct, adherence to rightful duty (as

inherent in the place and circumstances in which a




Dharmsal, Dharam-sala

Digambara

person finds himself at any given time), obligations in
conformity with one's station in life, and righteousness.
The Dharmashastras have broadly defined it as “the
natural universal laws whose observances enables man
(human beings) to save himself (themselves) from
Accordingly,  the
Dharmasutras have prescibed rules of conduct for all
three namely,
swadharma (individual conduct), varnadharma (social

degradation and  suffering”.

human beings under categories,
conduct), and sanatanadharma (universal conduct). The
ultimate goals of the observances of these rules of
conduct have been said to be the attainment of
purushartha (self-realisation) at the individual level and
the maintenance of rfa(moral and natural order) at the

societal and universal levels.
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Dharmsal, Dharam-sala The term originally referred to
a centre of devotional congregation. With Guru Nank it

became a place where people from different castes,
creed or background could assemble, sing and eat
together in a common kitchen. During the 18th and 19th
centuries with the installation of Adigrantha and the
attribution of Guru's authority to it, the dharam-salas
became gurudwaras (Sikh shrines).
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Digambara This is a Sanskrit word which literally
means the ‘sky-clad’.This word is used for that sect of
Jainism of which the monks do not wear any cloth.
According to early Jaina accounts a split occured in the
4th century BCE when the monks led by Sthulabhadra
who did not migrate to south following a disastrous
famine in the north, took to wearing white clothes.
However, the monks who led by Bhadrabahu migrated to
the south (Karnataka) retained the tradition of not
wearing any cloth and hence came to be known as the
digambaras. (See also, SHVETAMBARAS)
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Dinar

Diwan, Diwan-i-Ala
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Dinar It refers to an Arabian gold coin. The term seems
to have been derived from the Roman word 'denarius'.
Presently, the official currencies of countries like
Algeria, Behrain, Iraq, Zordan, Kuwait, Libya, Saudi
Arabia etc. are also called by this name. (See also,
DENARIUS)
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Direct Action Day In the run up to Indian independence
the day of 16th August, 1946 is known as the 'direct
action day'. Having seen the prospect of a separate state
of Pakistan not being realised following the results of
the July, 1946 elections for the formation of a
constituent assembly, the Muslim League under the
leadership of Muhammad Ali Zinnah had passed a
resolution calling the Muslims to come out in open
support of its demand for Pakistan. As a consequence
India had to witness the spectre of the worst communal
riots in its history in different parts of undivided India.
Though the call for direct action had its maximum impact
on Bengal in the east and Punjab in the west.
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Diwan, Diwan-i-Ala The word diwan usually refers to a
government department which maintains records of the
collection and disbursement of revenues.During the
Sultanate period the word was used mainly for the
wazir's department. According to Abul-Fazl, under the
Mughals the diwan served as the chief controller of
financial capacity of being the
superintendent of the imperial treasury, he acted as the
auditor of the accounts and was the financial adviser of
the emperor. During the reign of Akbar, diwan was
generally known as diwan-i-ala which meant the
imperial diwan. In his work the diwan was assisted by
four subordinate officers, who controlled four separate
departments. They were the
crownland, diwan-i-tan for salaries,

matters.In  his

diwan-i-khalsa ~ for
mushrif (chief
accountant) and mustawfi (auditor). Raja Todarmal
served as a distinguished diwan from the 22nd to the
24th and from the 27th to the 34th years of the long
reign of the Mughal emperor Akbar and has been
credited with many innovations in the field of revenue
administration.
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Diwani 43

Dochala
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Diwani The term refers to the rights of revenue
collection granted by the Mughal emperor Shah Alam II
to the English East India Company by virtue of the treaty
of Allahabad (1765) after his defeat in the battle of Buxar
in 1764. As per the provisions of this treaty the English
East India Company became the Diwan of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa and hence could collect the revenues from
these provinces. This grant of Diwani marked the

beginning of the long process of colonial exploitation of
India by the British.
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Diwan-i-Am The expression refers to the hall of public
audience where Mughal emperors heard and resolved

public grievances. Diwan-i-Am were built in various
Mughal forts such as at Agra, Delhi, etc.
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Dochala This style which is
associated with the temples built in Bengal during the

is an architectural

medieval period. Since this style was adopted from the
double-
thatched huts, this came to be known as dochala and

roofed and four-roofed structures of the
chauchala. These temples were used to be usually built
on square platform.The interior of the temple is devoid
of any decoration whereas the outer walls have
paintings, ornamental tiles or terracotta tablets. The
temples built at Bhishnupur exhibit fine examples of
this The

incorporated elements of the dome and multilobe arch

style of temple architecture. style also

of Islamic architecture.
(See also, CHAUCHALA)
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Doctrine of Lapse

Drain Theory

Doctrine of Lapse It refers to one of the policies that
was adopted by the English East India Company for the
expansion of their empire in India. This policy was
based on the assumption that as the paramount power
the English East India Company had the authority to
grant permission to the dependent Indian states to be
passed on to a successor at the demise of its ruler,
which it could refuse. Lord Dalhousie, used this
doctrine as a ploy to refuse the right of succession to the
adopted sons (male heirs) of some such states and annex
their territories between 1848 and 1856. The states were
Satara, Jaitpur, Sambalpur, Nagpur, Jhansi and Bhagat.
Karnataka and Tanjore were, however, annexed by
abolishing the titles and pensions of their respective
rulers.
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Donative inscription The inscriptions which usually
record endowments made to religious establishments
and are found inscribed on walls, railings and gateways
of temples are referred to as donative inscriptions.
Sometimes these inscriptions are also found inscribed
on the donated images of deities installed in temples.
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Drachma It refers to the coin which was used in the
city states of Greece.
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Drain Theory The theory pertains to the draining out of
Indian wealth to England during the colonial period.
First, as a trading organisation it was a basic policy with
the English East India Company to take raw material
from India at cheaper prices and sell the British
manufactured goods at much higher prices which
resulted in huge trade profits to be taken out of India.
Second, whatever capital was invested in laying roads
and rails and mining, mills, plantations and banking, was
accounted as loan for which the East India Company and
then British government of India had to pay huge
interest. The cost of administartion in terms of salaries,
allowances and pensions of the civil servants known as
the 'home charges', apart from all the expenditure that
were incurred on account of maintaining the army and
waging wars both against the Indian rulers and beyond,
were all charged upon the revenue earnings in India.
Even the British navy was maintained by their Indian
establishment. All this resulted in the pauparisation of the
country and was starkly brought out by Dadabhai Naoroji
in his book, Poverty and Unbritish rule in India giving
credence to this theory.
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'Dravida' style

Dravida, Dravidian
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'Dravida' style The expression refers to the style of
temple architecture which developed in the southern part
of India around sixth century CE in the land lying
temples
built following this style generally consist of a square-

between the Krishna and Kaveri rivers. The

chambered inner sanctum topped by a tower and an
attached pillared porch or hall (mandapam). Usually
these temples are set within
Often the external walls of these temples are divided into
niches by pilasters. The most striking feature of a

large covered enclosures.

Dravida temple is its pyramidal vimana or gopuram,
which consists of several receding storeys culminating in
a pinnacle (shikhara) topped by a small dome, a pot
and a filial (kalasha). At a later stage Dravidian temples

also came to feature huge gateways and pillared halls
and corridors. The Pallava and the Chola temples
provide splendid examples of different stages of this
style of temple architecture.
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Dravida, Dravidian The term is used to denote one of
the 4 major language families of India. The Dravidian
languages are largely spoken in the four southern states
of Tamilnadu, Karnataka, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh.
The term is also used in reference to the cultural
grouping of the states south of the Vindhyas. During the
British period a movement, which had been launched in
the Madras presidency to demand self respect for the
Dravidian people under the leadership of E.V.

Ramaswamy Naicker, is widely known as the 'Dravidian
Movement'.




Dvaita

Dvija
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Dvaita This is a term which refers to a school of
Vedanta philosophy. As opposed to advaita Vedanta it
believes in the separateness of the Asman (individual
soul) and the Brahman (universal soul). This school of
philosophy is also referred to as 'dualism' whereas the
Advaita philosophy is called 'non-dualism'. The most
well-known exponent of the Dvaita philosophy is
Madhava (popularly known as Madhavacharya) who
belonged to c.13th century CE. However, the earliest
evidence of this thought is found in the Mimansa and
Nyaya schools of thought.
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Dvija 1t is a Sanskrit word which means 'twice born'.
According to the Hindu tradition when a child is born
that is considered to be his first birth whereas when he
is initiated to a life of learning and spiritual quest as a
mark of which he wears a sacred thread,he is considered
to have taken a second birth (the spiritual birth) after the
attainment of a certain age. Initially the members of the
first three varnas such as the brahmanas, the kshatriyas
and the vaishyas were entitled to be initiated into the
Vedic studies and hence were referred to as the dvijas
upon their initiation.However, in later stages the term
came to be associated with the male brahmanas only

who were required to be initiated to perform religious
duties.
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Empire

Equites

Ee

Empire It is a political formation comprising a vast
stretch of geographical territory. It may be heterogeneous
in terms of resident ethnic groups, languages spoken,
cultural practices, as also the level of economic
development. It was ruled from one central location
either by a single ruler or an oligarchic group. The very
vastness and heterogeneity of the empire contributed to
its general instability. Empires generally tended to be
despotic in nature.
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Endogamy This term refers to the practice of marriage
within a group. It could be a kin group, caste, or a group
living in the same locality. Marriage outside the group is

called exogamy. (See also, EXOGAMY)
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Enlightenment Movement The term refers to the
philosophical-intellectual movement that captured the
imagination of Europe during the late 17th and 18th
centuries. The objective of this movement was to reform

society by replacing superstitious beliefs and ignorance
scientific thinking. This era of
revolutionary ideas is also known as the ‘Age of Reason’
or the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. The most well-known
philosophers of this movement were Baruch Spinoza,
John Locke, Isaac Newton, Immanuel Kant and Voltaire.
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Epigraphy Epigraphy is the study of inscriptions. It
includes deciphering the text of inscriptions and
analysing the information they contain. It also includes
palaecography, the study of ancient writing. (See also,
INSCRIPTIONS)
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Equites The term is derived from the Latin word 'equus'
meaning horse. They were Roman knights riding horses.
They were the second most powerful and wealthy group
in the Roman Empire. Like senators, most knights were
landowners but unlike them many of them were ship
owners, traders and bankers and involved in business
activities. Towards the end of the empire around 4th
century CE, the senators and equites were merged to
form an expanded aristocracy. They mostly belonged to
the Italian families although a substantial number of them
were also of African and eastern origin.
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Estates General

Ethnography
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Estates General In pre-revolutionary France, the
Estates General (the French national legislature)
comprised, Three ‘Estates’, namely the clergy, the
nobility and the rest of the people. It first met in 1302
and its purpose was to advice and support the king. By
16th century it came to be summoned by the king only in
times of crisis. After 1614, it was not called for a long
time until popular demand forced the king Louis XVI of
the Bourbon dynasty to summon it in 1789. However, the
Estates General was not allowed to meet as the king
refused to accept the demand of the third estate which
urged all the three estates to meet together. It led to the
begining of the French revolution.
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Ethnicity It refers to the identity of a group of people
who are supposed to have common characteristics. Such
an ethnic group is known for maintaining distinctive life
style, culture and a sense of history which differentiate it
from other. In democratic societies political mobilisation

based on such identities leads to increasing challenge to
the political systems.
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Ethnography Ethnography is the study of ethnic
groups. It includes descriptive documentation and
analysis of the modes of living, livelihood patterns,
gender relations, ritual practices, political and social
institutions and such other aspects.
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Excavation

Exogamy

Excavation The term refers to the systematic
uncovering of archaeological remains through the
removal of soil. Archaelogical excavations rely on
careful mapping of the site, recording of the entire
process of excavation (digging), photographying,
labelling and preservation of archaelogical finds or
artefacts. Since excavation also possible
destruction of evidence, sufficient care is taken to
such operations so that the
contained in the archaelogical deposits are well recorded
and preserved.
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Exogamy This refers to the practice of marriage outside
one’s own lineage or clan. (See also, Endogamy)
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Farman

Fascism, Fascist
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Farman 1t is a Persian word and was used to refer to a
royal order issued by the Mughal emperor bearing his
seal. During the rule of emperor Jahangir, Sir Thomas
Roe who came to the Mughal court from 1615 to 1619 as
an ambassador of king James I of England had suceeded
in obtaining such a farman which granted the English
favourable terms of trade in India. In another instance
the English East India Company had received such a
farman from emperor Aurangzeb in 1691 for duty free
trade.
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Fascism, Fascist The term Fascism is derived from the
Italian word 'fascio'. It is visually represented by a
bundle of rods with an axe in it. It refers to the ideology
which was characterised by the authoritarian regime of
Benito Mussolini in Italy from 1922 to 1943. As an
ideology it was built on the foundations of racial identity,
purity  of discipline, physical training,
subjugation of the individual to the higher national
interests and unquestioning obedience to the leader. In
pursuit of these ideas, fascism not only rejected other
political ideologies of the time such as liberalism,
conservatism, communism, etc., but also adopted strong
measures to rid the country of all those ideas, institutions

culture,

and individuals, who were considered to be responsible
for cultural deterioration and racial degeneration. During
the inter-war period, there were many people in Italy,
who, attracted by the charismatic personality of
Mussolini and also the idea of national resurgence, came
to profess such ideas and thus came to be called as
‘fascists’. However, as a political ideology, Fascism did
not remain confined to Italy. Hitler developed this idea in
the form of Nazism in Germany. The ideology also
spread across South America, Asia and Africa, though
with lesser success.
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Fatalism, Fatalist The term refers to the belief that all
human actions are guided by fate and therefore events
take the shape the way they are determined by fate alone.
The proponents of this idea are known as ‘fatalists’.
Historically such a belief has preoccupied human mind
quite from the beginning of human civilisation.
Philosophers in ancient Greece had been called upon to
debate this question as much as philosophers in ancient
India. In the times of the Buddha, the famous Ajivika
teacher, Makkhali Gosala had made out a case in favour
of fatalism by arguing that pleasure and pain, measured
out as these were, cannot be altered in the impermanent
and ever-changing world. Similarly, in medieval times,
the famous Tunisian historiographer, Ibn Khaldun (14th
century) with an apparently fatalistic approach had
explained the endless cycle of development and decay of
past civilisations as an unavoidable natural process.
However, in modern times, the enlightened philosophers
have established a more positive outlook about human
existence on earth.
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Fatwa 1t is an Arabic word which refers to a legal
pronouncement given by a qualified Mufti on a question
referred to him pertaining to an issue of Islamic practice
based on established precedents. Farwas are generally
advisory in nature and are abided by the faithful
voluntarily. One of the most well known collection of
fatwas compiled during the reign of the Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb was the Fatwa al-Alamgiriyya.
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Faujdar During Mughal period a faujdar was an officer
who performed military, police and judicial functions.
During Akbar's reign a faujdar was responsible for a
number of parganas and was appointed by the emperor
himself. A faujdar also helped in revenue administration
and was required to deal with any rebellion by the
zamindars, jagirdars and amils. In regard to the
implementation of imperial regulations the faujdar
enjoyed sole authority. (See also, PARGANA)
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Fertile Crescent The expression refers to the expanse
of geographical area that extends from the
Mediterranean coast to the Persian Gulf where the
Mesopotamian civilisation flourished. Mainly formed by
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, this area had the
necessary conditions for the development of farming.
Some of the earliest farming sites such as the one at
Catal Huyuk in Anatolia (modern Turkey) were located
here. Initially, some scholars were of the view that
methods of farming spread from the Fertile Crescent to
other places. However, this theory is no longer viewed
as a viable explanation for the begining of agriculture
elsewhere.
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Firangi The word came into wide circulation in India
during the revolt of 1857 when proclamation in Hindi,
Urdu and Persian were put up in the cities calling upon
both Hindus and Muslims to rise in unity and kill the
firangis. Perhaps the word itself is of Persian origin and
was derived from the word 'Frank' (from which France
gets its name). In Urdu and Hindi languages the word is
often used in a derogatory sense to designate foreigners.
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Fortification The act of fortifying a settlement by
erecting a defensive wall as a measure of protection from
enemy attack is called fortification wall. In the Indian
context the practice of fortification goes back to the
Harappan

fortification as
construction of an urban centre.
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Garbhagriha The term refers to the sanctum sanctorum
of a temple, where the image of the deity, in whose
honour the temple is, placed.
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Garrison Towns Fortified settlements with soldiers are
generally referred to as garrisons. Such townships
became a feature in India during the Sultanate period.
They served as centres of power from which an entire
region could be controlled. Ghiyasuddin Balban,
Alauddin Khalji and Muhammad Tughluq were known
for consoladating the garrison towns.
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Gas chambers These refer to the chambers that were
used by the Nazis to kill the Jews and suspected
communists by releasing poisonous gas into them. This
method of killing was first used in March 1942 at the
Belzec Concentration Camp in Poland. Other wellknown
Concentration Camps, where this method was used, were
located at Birkenau (Auschwitz) and Majdanek.

(See also, NAZISM)
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Genealogy The term is of Greek origin, which refers to
race or family and the method of studying their records
and histories. While studying ancient Indian history,
historians rely on such genealogies, especially of ruling
families or dynasties to a great extent. For instance, the
vamshanucharita (chronicles of dynasties) sections of
the Puranas provide a rich source for the study of the
political history of ancient India. In many instances
rulers used to claim legitimacy by frequently linking
their lineages to either imaginary or mythical ancestors.
There is no dearth of examples where following this
tradition different ruling dynasties had claimed for
themselves either a solor (suryavamshi) or
(chandravanshi) descent in ancient India. Even in
medieval times many claiming for
themselves a noble ancestry. However, such claims are
not limited to ruling class.
belonging to other social groups also used to fabricate
genealogies to claim higher social status. In India, in
general, there is a tradition of maintaining family
genealogies across castes and communities which are
generally used for social and ritual purposes.
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Globalisation
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Ghazi 1t is an Arabic word which is assumed as a title
by Islamic heroes upon their victories in fights (holy
wars or jihad) against non-muslims (kafirs). In the
context of Indian history a notable instance of someone
assuming this title was Zahir-uddin Muhammad Babur
who had declared his war (battle of Khanwa in 1527)
against the Rajputs as jihad.
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Ghetto Historically the term dates back to the 16th
century, when that particular part of the city of Venice in
Italy, to which the Jews were confined, was referred to as
the ghetto. The practice was repeated in Nazi Germany
where the Jews were forced to reside in clearly defined

walled areas or ghettos under extremely difficult and
often inhuman conditions. During the period of the

Second World War (1939-1945) as Hitler annexed
eastern European countries ghettos were also established
in cities like Lodz, Warsaw, Vilna, Riga, Minsk, etc.
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Globalisation The term generally refers to processes by
which people of the world draw closer to one another. In
modern times, this began with the development of trade
countries, the
multinational corporations and cross-cultural contacts of
peoples through tourism and various other means of
communication. Although such processes have older
roots, it was not until the end of World War II that the
process of actual globalisation in its modern sense began.
From 1980s onwards, the enhanced role of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO), free trade and open sky
policies pursued by nation states, and the launching of
the World Wide Web (WWW) have accelerated the
process of globalisation. However, the phenomenon of
globalisation has impacted the world in both positive as
well as negative ways.
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Gothic The term bears a wider connotation. In
architecture it refers to a style that developed from the
12th century onwards mainly to build cathedrals (large
churches) and churches. However, many castles,
universities, town halls and other civic buildings were
also built using this style. The notable features of this
style are pointed arches, tall spires and vaults, flying
buttresses (defensive walls) and large stained glass
windows, often painted with scenes drawn from the
Bible. The towering nature of these buildings made them
visible from a long distance. Historians elude the origin
of the construction of such buildings to France where the
Church of Notre Dame in Paris still stands as one of the
best known examples of this style of architecture.
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Gotra This is a Vedic term which originally meant 'a
cow shed' or 'a herd of cows'. Subsequently, the term
also came to be associated with the meaning of 'a clan'.
Initially it were the brahmanical clans which adopted
the tradition of claiming their descent to one of the
seven gotras which were named after the Vedic sages
(Vashitha, Bhrigu, Gautam, Bharadwaja, Kashyap, Atri
and Vishwamitra). There is also a tradition of counting
the eight gotra after the name of sage Agastya who is
said to have crossed the Vindhyas to go to the southern
part of India. According to custom members of the
opposite sex within the same gotra (sagotra) could not
marry. This tradition made the gotra system essentially
exogamous. Apart from the brahmanas the gotra system
was also extended to other twice born social groups
(varnas). However, one could also find the existence of
many nonbrahmanical gotras in later historical times
when the endogamous caste system had come to be
fully estabalished in India. (See also, exogamy)
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Great Depression It refers to the severe economic
crisis, which begining with the collapse of the stock
market in the United States of America (known popularly
as the 'wall street crash') in 1929 took in its grip the
whole of Europe, and by extension, the rest of the world.
A serious imbalance in the demand and supply of goods
resulting in massive over production was one of the
important reasons behind this crisis. In its effect, the
great depression had led to unemployment, financial
distress and liquidation of savings across the United
States bringing economic activity to a hault. The country
overcame this crisis through measures which went in the
name of the 'New Deal' initiated by the then President of
America Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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Gregorian calendar It refers to the calendar that had
been introduced by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582. Based on
a calculation of the earth's rotation around the sun, the
calendar divided a year into 12 months with each month
consisting either of 30 or 31 days apart from the month
of February which was allocated 28 days making it a
total of 365 days. However, the innovation of this
calendar depended upon its rectification of an error
which had earlier occured in the Julian calendar. By this
rectification an extra day was added to the month of
February once in every 4 years making it of 29 days.
Since this extra day was called a 'leap day', the year in
which this extra day is added to the month of February,
came to be termed as the 'leap year', thus making a leap
year consisting of 366 days. This has become the
internationally accepted calendar today.
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Guerrilla Warfare It is a type of warfare that relies on
the tactics of hide, hit and run. As opposed to open




Guillotine

Gumashta

warfare or pitched battles, in this form of warfare the
attackers try to take the enemy by surprise and eliminate
them in the strategic points of the marches.This form of
warfare is often resorted to by small bands of troops or
militia against large armies. The Marathas were quite
adept in using this type of warfare against the Mughal
forces in the Deccan region. In 20th century the
Vietnames had used this form of warfare to great effect
against the American forces.
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Guillotine The term refers to a device that had been
introduced in France during the revolution (1792) to
carry out public executions. It consisted of a sharp blade
fixed on two poles with which a convict was used to be
beheaded. The device was named after its inventor, Dr.

Guillotine. The guillotine was last used in France for
execution in 1977.
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Gumashta During the British period the term Gumashta
(or Gomasta) was used to refer to an agent or a
representative employed by zamindars to collect their
rents or by merchants to carry on their affairs in places
other than where they had their business or by bankers to
receive money. In the Madras Presidency it was also used
as a designation for an Indian who worked
accountant in the revenue deapartment. However, the
term had its origin in the early medieval India, when it
was used for an agent or a representative of state
authority. Alauddin Khalji had particularly appointed
many gumashtas along with other functionaries such as
mutasarrif, amils etc. to give effect to his agrarian
reforms and collect revenue from the peasants. The
gumashtas continued to thrive during the Mughal times
as well.
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Hadis, Hadith

Harijan
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Hadis, Hadith Hadis refers to the sayings and deeds of
Prophet Muhammad that were recorded by the followers
after his death. It is considered as an important source of
moral guidance and religious views. After the Quran it is
the sole authoritative text.
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Hagiography The term refers to the biography of a
saint or religious leader. Hagiographies often extol the
virtues and achievements of saints and may not always
be literally accurate.
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Hanafi It is one of the four schools of law in Sunni
Islam.The other three schools are Maliki, Shafi'i, and the
Hanbali. The Hanafi school was founded by Imam Abu
Hanifa who was born in Kufa,Iraq in 689 CE. The Hanafi
school is predominant and widespread and has a large
following in the world.
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Harem 1t is an Arabic word which literally means 'a
sacred place'. Gradually it came to refer to that part of
household where women of a family lived. In medieval
times Harem was essentially associated with the royal
where the womenfolk of the
maintained. The mughal emperors were particularly
known for having lavish sarem. According to Italian
traveller, Manucci, there were women of different races,
communities, and regions in the Mughal Harem.
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Harijan The word Harijan literally means a “child of
God”. This word was used by Mahatma Gandhi for the
people who belonged to the then untouchable castes of
India. By this Gandhiji tried to suggest the essential
equality of all human beings and also that those, who
were considered as socially low, were especially dear to
God. Gandhiji personally visited Harijan colonies to
render social service. Under his guidance "Harijan Sevak
Sangh" and a journal by the name "Harijan" were started
to promote the cause of socially marginalised.
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Hasil

Hellenic, Hellas, Hellenistic, Hellenism
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Hasil The term hasil signified the actual revenue collec-
ted by the Mughal state. (See also, JAMA)
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Heiroglyph, Hieroglyphic script The Greek word
Hieroglyph literally means 'sacred sign'. Derived from
this word Hieroglyphic script refers to an ideographic
writing system which developed in Egypt around 3000
BCE and continued to be in use till the 4th century CE.
Hieroglyphic script was used mainly to write formal
inscriptions with religious and monumental purposes.
Some 700
inscriptions that combined ideograms and phonetic

signs were employed to write these
symbols. Hieroglyphs were first deciphered in the early
19th century following the discovery of the bilingual
Rosetta stone inscription. Sometimes the term is also
used to describe ornamental scripts that were used by
Minoan (authors of the Aegean Bronze Age civilisation
on the island of Crete), the Hittites (ancient Anatolian
people) and the Mayans (authors of Pre Columbian
Maya civilisation in parts of central America).
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Hellenic, Hellas, Hellenistic, Hellenism The term
Hellenic is derived from the Greek word Hellenikos,
which refers to the language and culture of the ancient
Greeks much in the same way as the term ‘Hellas’ refers
to the land where the ancient Greeks dwelt. Historically,
however, the term ‘Hellenistic Age’ is dated to 323 BCE
to 32 BCE, when Greek culture spread across western
Asia and north-eastern Africa following Alexander’s
military conquests. In several ways this age stood out
from the preceding ‘Classical Age’ as the expanding
Greek culture fused with other Oriental cultures and
cities like Alexandria and Antioch emerged as the main
centers of Hellenic culture. Historians are of the opinion
that despite the fall of the last Hellenistic kingdom to the
surging Roman might in 146 CE, Hellenic culture
continued to flourish until the spread of Islam in the 7th
century CE. This enthusiasm for adoption of Greek
culture by various peoples during this period and also
thereafter is generally referred to as ‘Hellenism’.
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Hinayana
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Heritage A person's heritage is made up of the practices
and traditions that are passed on from one generation to
the next in the context of family, community and region
where they have been raised. It comprises both cultural
and natural heritage. Cultural heritage is created by
human beings and is divided into tangible and intangible
heritage. Tangible heritage includes objects, monuments
or sites of aesthetic, archaeological, anthropological and
ethnographical importance. Intangible heritage on the
other hand includes all forms of traditional, popular or
folk culture like oral traditions, customs, languages,
music, dance, rituals, festivities, indigenous medicine
and pharmacopoeia. Natural heritage, which is living in
nature, includes outstanding physical, and biological

features and also the habitats of threatened animals and
other species.
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Hijra, Hijri era Originally an Arabic word, Hijra is
used to commemorate the flight or emigration of
Muhammad from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE. Muslims
adopted this incident as the base year in their calendar.
Accordingly the ensuing era in Islamic calendar has
come to be reckoned as the Hijra Era (A.H.
Annohegirae).
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Hinayana The term literally means "the Lesser Vehicle"
in Sanskrit. This term was coined quite early in the first
millennium C.E. to refer to "the earliest system of
Buddhist doctrine", or the tradition. As per this tradition
the highest goal for an individual was the attainment of
Nirvana and become an arhat (a perfected person or a
person who has attained spiritual enlightenment,and
hence has become free from the cycle of rebirth). This
tradition regarded the Buddha also as a human being who
became an arhat through the attainment of enlightenment.
Accordingly, in this tradition the veneration of symbols
associated with the Buddha such as the stupas and relics
was considered as meritorious but not essential for
attaining nirvana.




Hinduism

Human evolution

AT GRA 9T % 39 6] Al wifeds o1 § B M| @
Teq 38T T URe! TEwTed] i ik watfsedt § st fawid
T T TR JOTTet R sAfeed R o fTe Ter e om 5w
TR 3 STFER TRt oft safaq o oo e fator o R ok
TR, (T 3 TGt STed Aot St SfTaH-mR0T 3 =5 ¥ T e
TIAT BY) AT T §9 O H g R O qE AT R, S9
TS S STE o Y | 39 WO T F | Hel e Teltenr, S W
TAT TR o Ui 4T T F T Al AT S o, ) et
feeT o fore Afam T
Sl 1o B G e P it ol et
Zehl Ul S ym4uﬁuﬁl‘ﬂgu(dydri‘<_/lf;%
(uu/)u{@&ﬁ;,ﬂfﬁﬁ&wiqu-fy@ig.
= £ pFr gt Qenl SEOUD Lot/ J
d&f/'wéoﬁ‘gdﬁw,fﬁfc./l}lé el 1B GolsT
S K2 Uy e b sl e o JE eplos S & L
BN L e A B I
Hinduism The term refers to a cluster of religious,
philosophical and cultural traditions and practices native
to India. Most of these traditions and practices are based
on concepts of Karma, Dharma, Gyana, doctrine of
reincarnation and Vedas as the final scriptural authority.
All these traditions and practices have evolved over a
long period of time through a complex historical process.
The term in this form has come into common usage since
19th century onwards.
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Historiography The term refers to the study of how
history is written or handed down through the ages.
While writing historiography a writer takes into

consideration the various means by which a historical
source is formed, such as the credibility of the sources
used, the motives of the author composing the history,
and its authenticity.
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Homo erectus The term refers to a stage in the human
evolution when the hominid developed a fully erect
posture. (See also, HOMINID)
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Homo habilis The term refers to a hominid specie
which is characterised by its ability to make use of its
front paws as independent hands. Literally this Latin
term means 'able man' or "handy man".
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Human evolution Hominids evolved for million of
years to arrive at the stage of present human specie.
Ramapithecus of the Miocene period evolved into
Australopithecus Africanus of the Pliocene and then to
the Homohabilis who could use hands to make tools.
From the beginning of the Pleistocene period comes the
specie of Homoerectus with a straight backbone. This
specie was replaced by Homosapien (literally the




Humanism, Humanist

Hunter-gatherers

thinking man) the nearest ancestor to modern day
humans. The specie with the prefix 'homo' can be
distinguished from the earlier Australopithecus in terms
of larger brain size and smaller jaws and teeth due
probably to the difference in dietary (food) habits.
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Humanism, Humanist The term
world-view in which human values and concerns occupy
a central place. Historically, the term is associated with
the intellectual and cultural movement which occured in
Italy during the Renaissance period (14th-15th centuries)
and later spread to other parts of Europe (15th-17th
centuries). Humanism as a system of thought laid
emphasis on a rational understanding of the universe and
the place of humanity in it as opposed to the previously
held notion of the divine will guiding human affairs.
There were several scholars, writers and artists like
Picodella (1463-1494)  and
(1304-1374) who spread this message of humanism
through their examplary works and came to be known as
'humanists'.
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Hunter-gatherers The term is used to refer to those
who in early societies subsisted on the hunting of
animals, fishing and the collection of food stuff from the
forest. As a mode of subsistence hunting-gathering is
commonly associated with the Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic periods, though its traces are seen through
most periods of human history. Groups relying on
hunting and gathering are organised in small bands and
are constantly on the move.
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Immigrants

Imperialism, Imperialist

I

Immigrants The term refers to people who come to live
in a country from another country. Under the British rule
many Indians were taken to work in the plantations of
Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad, Surinam etc. Many other
Indians also went to Burma and as far as Souh Africa to
settle or do business. These Indians were called
immigrants in those countries.
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Impeachment The term refers to a process through
which criminal proceedings are moved in a legislative
body against a public official with a view to remove
him/her from office on firmed up charges. The tradition
of impeachment originated in England in the 14th
century. Subsequently it became an established practice
in countries which adopted the British parliamentary
features. During the colonial period impeachment
proceedings had been moved in the British Parliament
against Warren Hastings,the Governor General of Bengal
on the charges of corruption and mis-governance.
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Imperialism, Imperialist Technically, the term is often
used to refer to the policies or practices adopted by any
country to extend its control or influence over other
All through the history of humankind
examples of such empire building have been witnessed in
various continents. However, historians generally use this
term to describe the ways in which the countries of the
West went about to carve out colonies for themselves or
exercised political or economic control over other nations
during the 19th and 20th centuries to enlarge their own
sphere of influence. Even in this context certain points
have been raised to differentiate between ‘colonialism’
and ‘imperialism’. According to historians, whereas
‘colonialism’ stands for appropriation of territory for the
purposes  of
‘imperialism’ as a matter of state policy pursues the
objective of enlarging the sphere of influence of the
‘imperialist’ power either for economic gain or for
geo-strategic purpose or simply to satisfy its quest for
power and prestige. In this latter category, historians
generally put the wave of conquests that were made by
various European countries, the United States of America
and Japan during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
But, whatever may have been the reasons for imperialism
to sustain itself in world politics, it has always been
criticised as morally wrong and politically unacceptable.
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Indentured labour

Individualism, Individualists
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Indentured labour The term refers to a form of
contractual labour under which a person agrees to work
for another for a specified period under stipulated
conditions. After the abolition of slavery in 1833 from
the British Empire, labourers began to be recruited under
this system on a contractual basis to work in the
European plantations in various colonies. A term which
is generally used to describe the Indian indentured
labourers who went in this way to Mauritius, the
Carribean and Pacific islands to work in the plantations

there used to be called 'girmitiya' . This was a derivative
of the English word 'agreement'.
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Individualism, Individualists Generally, the term refers
to an outlook, which holds that an individual is the best
judge of his or her own interests, and given the
necessary freedom and opportunities, she/he will not only
own development,
contribute to the general welfare of the society. Such an
assertion was based on the argument that an individual’s
productive behaviour is most effectively channelised
when the society attaches maximum value to her/his
freedom of choice. During the 18th and 19th centuries,
this philosophy came to dominate the public discourse
first in England and then elsewhere after the publication
of the economic ideas of /aissez-faire (or ‘let one alone”)
of Adam Smith (1723-1790) and the political ideas of
‘each to count for one and none for more than one’ of
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) and their followers.
However, it was the French political commentator,
Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), who first coined this
term since when it has gained wide currency, and its
proponents have come to be called ‘individualists’.
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Indulgences (grant of)
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Indulgences (grant of) The term refers to a practice
which started in the Catholic church towards the end of
the 11th century through which the Pope exercised his
spiritual authority to grant 'indulgences' to forgive all or
parts of the temporal or worldly punishment that would
come upon a person in this life and in the pergatory or
hell after death once a confession or admission of guilt
had been made by a person to that effect.The practice
gained acceptance on the belief that the Pope could grant
such forgiveness on the basis of the merits or good works
which had been conferred upon him on behalf of the
Christ and other saints. Originally 'indulgences' were
granted in extraordinary cases and especially to
encourage individuals to join the crusades as soldiers.
However, by the 14th century the Popes started granting
'indulgences' in return for payment to raise funds for
building churches and hospitals. Subsequently, the
practice was also extended to persons who were already

dead. As a result people came to think that money could
buy them and their dead near and dear ones an escape
from penance in this life and punishment after death.
This led the Catholic church to get embroilled in extreme
corruption. Hence it became an important reason for the
rise of the religious Reformation movement in Europe in
the 16th century. On 31st October 1517 the German
theologian Martin Luther put up a statement of 95 theses
objecting to the indulgence doctrine on the door of the
Castle church of Wittenburg heralding the begining of
this movement.
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Industrial Revolution, Industrialisation

Industrial Revolution, Industrialisation
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Industrial Revolution, Industrialisation Greatly
popularised by the English economic historian Arnold
Toynbee (1852-1883), the term refers to the
unprecedented change that first occurred in England from
1760 to 1840 due to the large scale substitution of the
earlier labour-driven craft-based economy by a new
capital-driven machine-based economy. This was made
possible due to significant technological innovations,
which saw the uses of new energy sources like coal and
steam, new basic materials like iron and steel and new
machines and tools like the spinning jenny, steam
engines, telegraph and radio. Consequently, there came
into vogue the ‘factory system’, which relied on the
system of division of labour and specialisation of
function. Taken together, these changes ensured
remarkable economic growth for England and set up a
trend for other European countries, the United States of
America and eventually the rest of the world to pursue in
times to follow. And, today, even as the trend is
continuing with much greater technological innovations
in diverse fields, the process has come to be known as
‘industrialisation’.
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Jagir, Jagirdars

Jajmani system
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Jagir, Jagirdars The term refers to a piece of land
given as revenue assignment to a high ranking
mansabdar in lieu of cash salary by the Mughal rulers.
The holders of jagirs were known as jagirdars. Only the
Jjagirdar had the right to collect revenues through his
officials. The jagirdars did not necessarily stay in their
jagirs and they could serve or be posted elsewhere in
the empire. Jagirs were transferrable also.
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Jainism A religious tradition of antiquity, it gained
prominence in the middle Ganga basin from c. sixth
century BCE. Mahavira, considered to be the last of 24
Tirthankaras, belonged to this period and was
responsible for its popular acceptance and geographical
spread. The basic doctrines of Jainism include ahimsa
(non-violence),satya (truthfulness),asteya (non-stealing),
aparigraha (non-attachment) and brahmcharya chastity).
The followers of Jainism are known as Jainas. The
Jainas held that both, animate as well as inanimate
things are imbued with jiva (soul) and that the jiva can
get complete freedom from rebirth by following the
Triratna viz. Samyak gyana (right knowledge), Samyak
darshan (right faith), and Samyak Charitra (right action/
conduct). As a creed Jainism completely prohibited any
form of violence so much so that its followers even
discarded the practise of agriculture and confined
themselves to trade and mercantile activities. The Jains
adopted Prakrit language of the common people to

preach and hence their earlier literature was in Prakrit;
later literature (c.7th-8th centuries onward) was in
Sanskrit. Jainism spread to many parts of India,
Rajasthan, Gujarat and Karnataka being the most
prominent.
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Jajmani system The term is derived from the Sanskrit
term ‘yajamana’ meaning a ‘patron who employs priests
for a ritual’. It was a widely prevalent system of
reciprocal social and economic relationship between




Jama

Janapadas

families of different castes living in a rural community

in India. Within this, one family exclusively performs

certain services for the other, such as performing rituals,
providing agricultural labour, agricultural products, iron
tools etc. in return for other services. UnderJajmani

system the family or families entitled to services from
others are called 'Jajman' and the persons rendering those
services are called 'Kameen'.

SISTATT TUTTE SIS ¥68 TERd o TS W68 § o @

| T8 A9 &9 Y efora i o rrforsk et i e U

orrett off foreeh Sfarid WA o AT wHEr o sfiat =i

Sl o6 TR Ueh-gat bl e et fore sht @and <q o, S-

Tfifer foRaTd =T er, @l & foT @ 2, Icmel, ol o SIS

TS il T FHEAT 3R Feel § HaT0 oF1 ST Yot

STl Sl AR gEl  HaTE o % ghaR B 9, I STSHI” FET

AT o7 SIS S FaTd o 9, S8 CHHI HET ST 9|

Spru L P st i ie 0 (B 3E
(g ey s Z./’Z}J/(USL&/ u,",«’.)uﬁ;/’”ié f:l;l
fbmlq;u‘f&u«ufhéu]lsﬁyg Ul Yk
Lu;/»uul;ugaﬁi(L&juu_&ém;g;%uﬁfgf&w
@ﬂ/’d@w;fﬁiidﬁd&fjmny/uﬁzﬁff.:,l,,égfﬂgé
B =i G B o il £ o sl sl 52
W G T s e Uyrmuibz 5L r6 3UE

EN O -2 SO BTN

Jama Jama was a term used by the Mughal state for
the estimated amount of land revenue assessed.

(See also, HASIL)
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Jama Masjid The term refers to the main mosque,
where the midday congregational prayers on Fridays are
held. The first Jama Masjid in Delhi after its conquest
was built by Qutubuddin Aibak between 1192-99 C.E.,
which later came to be known as the Quwwatul Islam
Mosque. During the Mughal period emperor Shah Jahan
built the by now most famous Jama Masjid in Delhi in
the 1640s.
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Jamaat Khana Jamaat Khana was a large hall in a
Chishti khangah where the inmates and visitors lived and
prayed. The Jamaat Khana of Sheikh Nizamuddin
Auliya (d. 1325) on the banks of the river Yamuna in
Ghiyaspur (modern Nizamuddin) in Delhi was a famous
centre of Chishti sufi tradition.
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Jana The term occurs 27 times in the Rigveda and
usually refers to a tribe, community or people.
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Janapadas The term was derived from the Vedic term
'jana’ and used to denote a territory which could be
named either on the basis of lineage as in the case of
Kuru, Vajji, Chedi Janapadas or on the basis of its
geographical location as in the case of Kashi, Kosala or
Magadha. Lilerally the term meant the place 'where the
feet of the people have rested'. The term occurs for the
first time in the later vedic texts.
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Jesuits
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Jati The term jati was originally used in the Sanskrit
language to mean 'catagories'. From the first millennium
onwards, the term was used to define social categories
based on birth. The term jati was based on the pursuit of
occupation and determined the social status. During the
colonial period the term 'jati' became synonymous with
'castes'. The ranking of jatis was generally decided by
ritual status and degree of purity or pollution. However,
this ranking within a particular range was fluid rather
than fixed. Rather than having pan Indian spread, the
Jatis were more of regional or local groups. They
strongly adhered to their defined rules regarding social
activity of eating together and rules of marriage.
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Jehad, Jihad The term connotes ‘striving” and an ‘effort
in the way of God’. It also connotes a holy war against
infidels by the Muslims. There are multiple meanings of
Jihad. According to Islamic tradition, jihad can be
classified as personal jihad, verbal jihad, and physical
jihad. Personal jihad is considered the most important
form of jihad which refers to an individual’s struggle to
cleanse himself of sins. Verbal jihad advocates struggle
for justice through verbal and non-violent actions.
Physical jihad advocates the use of force in defence of
Muslims against oppression and invasion by the enemy
forces.
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Jesuits The Jesuits are a religious order of the priests
within Roman Catholic Church. They are members of
the 'Society of Jesus' founded by Saint Ignatius Loyola
in 1540 as a part of the Counter Reformation in Europe.
Since then the society is engaged in propagation of
Christianity all over the world. Besides the Jesuits
missionaries have also contributed significantly towards

the spread of modern western education in different
parts of the world.




Jhum

Jotedar
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Jhum The practice of cultivation, commonly resorted to
in the hilly regions, especially in the north eastern parts
of India, is called JAum. The method involves clearing of
a patch of land of its natural vegetation by cutting and
burning and tilling the soil with a hoe and then scattering
of the seeds. The ash produced from the 'slash and burn'
of the vegetation fertilizes the soil. Once cultivated the
land is left fallow for several years to allow the soil to
regain its natural fertility and regeneration of the
vegetation as the Jhum cultivators move during this
period to follow the same practice elsewhere.
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Jins-i- Kamil Jins-i Kamil or Jins-i-Ala are Persian
words for cash crops. These terms also referred to good
quality crops. These crops were cultivated mainly for the
market. The Mughal State encouraged peasants to
cultivate cash crops as these yielded more revenue.
Crops such as cotton and sugarcane were considered
jins-i- kamil par excellence.
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Jizya 1t was a tax paid by the non-Muslims who had
been given the status of zimmi or protected people by the
state. In the Sultanate period perhaps it was collected
along with the land tax (kharaj). But Firuz Shah Tughluq
collected jizya as a separate tax apart from land revenue.

e o o fohem w1 ot ot St feafeem it & ager e
ST o w8 R g ol o wxfera S g fear
ol Fedd FA H T AT A (TS F W & aue
ST o, Wfeh RS qeten 3 39 VTSR o AT U STer
o &Y H e fopa

6175 GUE Bt Ve U E iz LBJ/K({Q, 4
_Le?l:‘lgyvr‘)a’ld:(@lf')dfd,g @uﬁﬁg}u-tﬁg‘l‘);;gu
_lEL“/J/;:/'chluwid/l}’ULJ’%lﬁbﬁ‘dg’

Jotedar The term referred to the rich peasant in Bengal
who combined trading and money lending with
agriculture. By the early 19th century the jotedars had
emerged as major land owners in rural Bengal, whose
power and influence sometimes even exceeded those of
the zamindars. These rich peasants were also locally
known as haoldars and gantidars.
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Julian Calendar
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Judaism The term refers to the religion of the Jews or
the Hebrew people. Its basic doctrine is belief in one
God. The most important book is the Torah. Its other
sacred books are Old Testament and the Apocrypha.
These books, especially the Torah contain the history of
the Jewish people and lay down the religious laws and
ethics which they must follow. One of the important
beliefs of the Jews is that the Messiah will one day
come on the earth, purify the hebrews and cleanse the
world of sin and wickedness. Being a monotheistic
religion, Judaism also paved the way for the subsequent
development of Christianity and Islam.
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Julian Calendar Named after the Roman emperor
Julius Caesar, the Julian calendar was introduced in
Rome in 46 BCE. As per this Calendar the year started
from 25 March and had 365 days. Each fourth year had
a leap day, making it to 366 days. The year was divided
into months. Each month had 30 or 31 days, except
February which had 28 days in normal years and 29
days in the leap years. This calendar remained in use till
it was replaced by the Gregorian Calendar in 1582 CE.
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Kharoshthi

Knighthood
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Kharoshthi It refers to an ancient script used in the
north western part of the subcontinent. Unlike the
Brahmi script, it was written from right to left and was
probably derived from the north Semitic Aramaic script.
Ashoka's Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra inscriptions are in
Kharoshthi script.
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Khudkasht In medieval India the term referred to
peasants who owned and cultivated their land on a
hereditary basis. Those peasants could sell, transfer or
pass on their land to their inheriters. Also, these peasants
could not be evicted (dispossessed) from their land as
long as they paid their revenues. The khudkasht usually
comprised the rich peasantry at the village level and as
such did not till the soil by themselves. In comparison,
peasants who moved from village to village offering to
cultivate lands that belonged to the zamindars and the
khudkashts were known as pahis or pahikashts. Often
these peasants were sought after to convert cultivable
wasteland into productive land. Sometimes they were
also given some rights over such land. At times some of
these peasants could also become khudkashts if they
continued to cultivate the same lands over one or more
generations and settled in those villages.
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Knighthood This was an honour conferred upon
mounted warriors of exceptional valour(heroism) during
the feudal age in the medieval Europe that was widely
popularised in literature and folk-lore. Since the early
modern period the honour has also come to be conferred
on individuals in recognition of their distinguished non-
military service. In Britain it is conferred on anyone for
exceptional personal achievement or public service.
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Kumaramatya

Kumaramatya

Kumaramatya The term refers to a cadre of high
officials figuring prominently in the seals and
inscriptions of the Gupta period. It was from among them
that such important officers as the mantri, senapati,
mahadandanayaka, sandhivigrahika were
These officers could be appointed,placed and transferred
to other posts without disturbing their previous positions
as Kumaramatyas. They were appointed on hereditary
considerations. They resemble the officers of the modern
Indian Administrative Service.

FANHTE 39 I8 F A oo SAUHIET 6 Th ol & 2
Rorer Seerm okt it TETel o sifierat # firewar 215w
ot @ & WY, Sfh, werdee, wfufomfd S wewqe
SATRTIRET i well b S off| 37 ATRIET h FAH F T4

recruited.

W 3T qE Rl 1 et fomT ot wat W ot rfer, gt
T Sfaia o ST wehdr onl STkt gl ST SR WA
St offl 3 aAfemtal i Rufa sgd Fo o= A WA
T T o STt st e

KuﬂaszvgJui/J'iu4u;4¢“1;ych1Jr e
= ARSI e U U Sar U5
L2 S L kg O G (1 30) 67
S AL d oo S a o & Ze
LU o8 P0G s b LGP

L&A o A AL Yeskns oS SFE




Liberalism, Liberals

Lost wax technique
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Liberalism, Liberals The expression stands for a
philosophy which advocates individual freedom and the
creation of social, economic and political institutions on
that basis. Historically, the ideas associated with this
philosophy originated in Europe and significantly
influenced the English, the American and the French
Revolutions of the 17th and the 18th centuries. In its
political instance the philosophy rejected absolutism of
all kinds and in the economic sphere it favoured
unrestricted trade and free markets. Both the propounders
and the adherents of this philosophy are called 'liberals'.
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Lithography, Lithograph The term refers to a printing
technique in which a design is first drawn on a flat
limestone slab or a specially treated metal plate using
crayons or ink. The surface is then washed with water.
After this when ink is applied, it sticks to the greasy
drawing but runs off the wet surface allowing a print-a
lithograph of the drawing to be made. This is done by
pressing a blank paper against the inked drawing.
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Lost wax technique 'Lost wax' also known as 'cire
purdue' is a technique by which statues of metals are
made. To begin with the process involves making of a
wax model of the statue, which is then covered with clay
with holes made into it. The clay cover is then allowed to
dry. Once dried, it is baked leading the wax to melt and
leaving a hollowed clay form. Molten metal is then
poured into it. Once this metal is cooled, the clay cover is
removed. This allows the metal casting to come out in
solid form and polished. The much discussed ‘Dancing
girl’ of Harappa and the Chola bronze statues were made
using this technique.

e farfer screamer ford Rt wde of e e 3, a1 1 gt
SAM H TF A 2| 3E TR H HeTYH A H TF 6
wfereT s STt 21 R 3w ufaew i fee frgt @ a e g
& faan San 2, <fer 3w firgh & s1mawer § 9 9% o fog S
&) Rt 38 g & o oTe foam ST @ o1k S« 9 9@ S @ dt
T8 AT § T T T S 21 39 uhhen § seeR A free
R feher ST 2 3R SUHT EiEe §9 1@ ST 2 R @t s
W firerett g5 arq 1 W foam S 21 St arg) 31 e 3w
it & o gt ok AT AT gL B T ST B 36 TR g
1 fd 3 w9 ° Feper A @ ol srest @t =we fomm S
21 TS T FgArea Tl T A 3R AR e hHi qfrA
T e W qeTe o 5 S o

_‘ngt[ﬁ‘[frblg’f“(m}f” (.;’L«Krr)..,gfrm}ﬁ/
Lﬂw-w&@é;géiui@énﬁJ?Laug%i;,
L&[O;UY&%Z,@J'/;LLL"lgwgcr}"{tfgéﬂﬂﬁ';
LAk o L e bl L 55 G
St L e bl S UL U b Ut ST d L
L/‘:HLJ';LL&@MU’M&V}%;%_LL&lgdﬂ;‘alﬁ’)éﬁﬂuﬁ
st By Ebrelmn e P bel b IL S
éﬁigiU}Zu'Jﬂénéfu‘zd/gﬁ-‘aalﬂfuyg@wuﬁ

& e L F 5




Lower town

Lower town

Lower town The expression is used in reference to the
Harappan cities. It refers to that part of the city which
was built at a lower height as compared to its citadel.
Most Harappan settlements were generally divided into
at least two parts—the citadel and the lower town. The
lower towns were built on the eastern sections of the
settlement with citadels to the west. It is generally
suggested that people of different
occupational background lived and worked in these
parts of the cities. Archaeological evidence discovered
from Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan and other towns of the
Harappan civilisation exhibit this

social and

form of urban
planning.
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Madad-i mash

Mahadandanayaka
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Madad-i-mash  The term refers to
subsistance land that were granted to muslim scholars
and divines, the learned and the recluse in the form of
stipends under the Delhi sultans. During the Mughal
period four categories of persons were considered
eligible to recieve madad-i-mash. According to the Ain-i
Akbari they were: (a) dispassionate seekers of knowledge;
(b) ascetics; (c) the illiterate weak and poor; (d) poor
uneducated men of noble birth. From the time of Akbar
grants of madad-i-mash were also made to non-muslims
although instances of such grants before his time were
not unknown. The grants of madad-i mash helped the
state in extending cultivation. Until Aurangzeb's time
such grants were not hereditary, but the sons of the
beneficiaries were generally allowed to inherit these
lands by the emperor.
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Madrasa 1t is an Arabic word which means school.In
Islamic tradition, it served both as a place of study and as
a residence for students and teachers. Initially the
curriculum of a madrasa was consisted of studies on
Quran and Hadith. Later on studies of grammar,
literature, mathematics, logic and also natural sciences
were added to their curriculum. During the medieval
times madrasas had flourished in almost all important
centres of Islamic States. One of the earliest madrasas in
India during this period had been instituted by Sultan
Alauddin Khalji (1296-1316 CE) in the Qutub complex
in Delhi. In India today madrasas continue to play an
important role as part of country's overall educational
system.
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Mahadandnayak The term refers to a high ranking
judicial or military officer mentioned frequently in seals
and inscriptions from c. 300 CE onwards. The composer
of the Allahabad  prashashti,  Harishena, a

Mahadandnayak, was the son of a Mahadandnayak,
suggesting thereby the hereditary nature of this post.
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Mahajanapadas

Mabhalwari
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Mahajanapadas The term refers to the states that
emerged in the 6th-5th century BCE in an area stretching
from Gandhara in the north-west to Anga in eastern
India, extending into the Malwa region. Sixteen in
number, these Mahajanapadas are mentioned in
Buddhist and Jaina texts.These often had fortified capital
cities and some (viz. Magadha) maintained standing
armies, regular bureaucracies and to some extent, had
institutionalised means of mobilisation.
Mahajanapadas were both monarchical and non-
monarchical (Ganasanghas) in nature. Some important
monarchies were Magadha, Kashi, Kosala, Avanti and
the Ganasanghas were the Vajji, Malla and others.
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Mahalwari The system of land revenue assessment that

had been introduced in the North: West Province by the
regulation of 1822 and subsequently amended by the

resource

regulation of 1833 was known as the mahalwari system.
Under this system the demands of revenue were assessed
mahal wise (often comprising a whole village or a part of
that) as a proportion of the rent and not as a share of the
produce. Accordingly the settlement was made between
the government and the mahal as a whole, which was
obliged to pay the stipulated amount of land revenue
through the village headmen or the lambardar. On their
part the lambardars collected the shares of this stipulated
amount from individual land holders or villagers
according to their respective land holdings. Initially
under this system the demand for revenue had been fixed
at 80 percent of the rental. However, subsequently it was
reduced to 66 percent and then ultimately to 50 percent
by the Saharanpur rules in 1855. Besides, under this
system the demands of revenue were not fixed forever
but revised after a period of 20 or 30 years. The
settlement officers appointed by the government made
the assessments in consultation with the lambardars and
the village bodies which also kept in their possession the
settlement records. Based on its success the system was
subsequently applied in the whole of northern India as
well as the Central provinces. However, contrary to the
claims of the government the system made the
lambardars and village headmen as influential
intermediaries between it and the villagers to the
determent of the latter's economic well-being.
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Mabhr:

Malfuzat
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Mahr It is an Arabic word, which refers to the bride
price, given by a bridegroom to a bride in an Islamic
marriage. The amount of the mahr is generally decided
upon taking the position of the bride and the bridegroom
into consideration by their respective negotiators. Mahr
forms an obligatory part of an Islamic marriage.
However, it is not the same as the 'purchase money' as
Islamic tradition prohibits the bride to be considered as
a property.
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Maktubat The term refers to letters that used to be
written by sufi masters to their disciples and associates
responding to the latter's both spiritual and mundane
difficulties and aspirations by sharing their own spiritual
experiences. One such famous collections of letters is
Maktubat-e-Imam Rabbani written in Persian by the
Nagsbandi sufi, Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi to his friends
and followers in India and to the north of the river Amu
Darya in Central Asia.
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Malfuzat The term refers to conversations of sufi saints
that were compiled by different sufi orders (silsila) with
the saints (shaikhs) apparent consent. A famous early text
on malfuzat is the Fawa'id-ul-Fu'ad,compiled by a noted
Persian poet Amir Hasan Sijzi Dehalwi.lt contains the
conversations of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, the famous
saint of Delhi.
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Mansab, Mansabdari system

Masnavi
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Mansab, Mansabdari system The term literally means
a rank or a position. A holder of such a rank under the
Mughals was known as a 'mansabdar'. The mansabdars,
as per their rank,were required to perform either civil or
military or both civil and military duties, but irrespective
of their nature of duties (military or civil) they were all
placed on military payroll. The origin of this system went
back to Chengis Khan, who organised his army on a
decimal basis (multiples of 10; the lowest unit of
command being consisted of 10 and the highest of 10000
troopers). Mansabs were assigned usually on the basis of
merit and the actual number of troopers that were
maintained by the mansabdars. However, mansabs
above 5000 troopers were genearlly reserved for the
princes. Besides, in certain cases mansabdars were also
paid in cash in lieu of assignment of territory (jagir).
According to the Ain-i-Akbari, there were 33 mansabs,
which had been established during Akbar's time. There
was a threefold hierarchical division among the persons
who held these mansabs depending upon their zat and
sawar ranks. A person, who maintained as many sawars
as his zat rank, belonged to the first category; the person,
who maintained half or more sawars in relation to his zat
rank,belonged to the second category; and, the person,
who maintained less than half of the number of sawars in
relation to his zat rank, belonged to the third category.
With the gradual expansion of the Mughal Empire
several discrepencies entered into the mansabdari system
making it one of the factors responsible for the decline of
the empire during the late 17th and early 18th centuries.
(See also, ZAT; SAWAR)
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Masnavi The term refers to a form of writing poetry
that developed in Persia from the 3rd century BCE to
9th century CE in which rhymed verses were used as
their main characteristic. Masnavi was mainly used to
compose heroic, historical and romantic poetry. In
medieval India mainly sufis including Amir Khusro often
used masnavis to compose long poems to express the
ideas of divine love using human love as an allegory. The




Matriliny

Mesoamerica

famous love epic Padmavat of Malik Muhammad Jaysi,
which revolved around the love story of Padmini and
Ratansena, the ruler of Chittor, is a fine example of the
use of masnavis in such compositions.
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Matriliny A term used to connote descent traced
through the mother.
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Megalith The term derived from two Greek words
mega and /ithos literally means large stone. The term is
often applied to funerary monuments made of large
stones found in many parts of the world like Europe,
Asia, Africa, and in Central and South America. In the
Indian subcontinent, they occur (c. 1000 BCE to the
early centuries CE) in the far south, the Deccan plateau,
the Vindhya and Aravalli ranges, and the north-west.
Some important types of megaliths were: rock-cut
tombs, umbrella stones etc. The megaliths reflect
different kinds of funerary practices-extended, fractional,
post-excarnate, and post-cremation burials. Some burials
contained the remains of more than one person also.

The megaliths contained Black and Red Ware, Black
Polished Ware, Red Polished Ware, iron tools and
weapons, bronze vessels and ornaments and a few gold
ornaments. Some megaliths are funerary sites while
others were probably memorials for the dead. The
megalith builders seem to have been agro-pastoral
communities.
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Mesoamerica The word meso or mesos in Greek means

middle.Derived from it the term Mesoamerica refers to
middle America. Geographically this region comprises




Mesolithic

Minar

southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Before the
explorations of Columbus, this area was the seat of the
Olmec and the Mayan civilizations.
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Mesolithic Also known as the Middle Stone Age, the
term refers to a transitional period between the
Palaeolithic and Neolithic ages, often characterised by
microlith tool types. People who devised these tools
belonged to hunting and gathering groups that existed
about 10,000 years ago. Mesolithic cultures survived in
different parts of the Indian subcontinent until the
beginning of the Common Era and the use of microliths
continued well beyond the Mesolithic period. Today, the
transition from foraging to cultivation and domestication
of animals of Mesolithic period is treated as less abrupt
and more continous from the Palaeolithic period.
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Metallurgy The term refers to the science that deals
with understanding the physical nature of metals,
procedures involved in extracting metals from their ores
through mining, purifying and creating tools and objects.
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Microliths The term refers to small stone tools
measuring between | to 5 centimeters in length. These
stone tools were produced in large quantity towards the
end of the Palaeolithic period and especially in the
Mesolithic period. These were generally made of chert,
chalcedony, jasper and agate.
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Mihrab 1t is an Arabic word which is used to refer to
the niche which in a mosque indicates the direction for

prayers (¢ibla) towards the Kaba in Mecca.In India it
points towards the west.
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Minar It is an Arabic word which refers to a tower
built adjacent to a mosque from where call to

prayer(azan) is given by a muazzin. Although a minar is
considered an important component of a mosque, it is
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not found in all mosques. The tapering (gradually
narrowing) minaret of red sandstone built in the south
east corner of the Quwwatul Islam Mosque in the Qutub
complex in Delhi is one of the finest examples of such
minars. It is built following the style of Iranian
minarets.
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Minbar The term refers to the stepped pulpit in a
mosque khatib  recites  the
khutba(sermon). The minbar is invariably placed on the
right hand side of the mihrab. (See also, MIHRAB)
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Mir-Bakshi The head of the military department in the
Mughal Empire was called Mir Bakshi. Although a
similar position existed in the Delhi sultanate under the
name of Diwan-i-arz from the time of Balban, the
influence of the post increased many fold under the
Mughals as all mansabs granted by the empire were
enrolled in the military payroll. Therefore, apart from his
regular duties to look after the recruitment of the army
and the inspection of the muster of the troops and horses,
he also maintained a register of all mansabdars. He also
presented before the emperor all high officers coming
from the provinces (subas) or leaving the court on
different postings. Ambassadors and other distinguished
visiters too were presented to the emperor by the Mir

from which the

Bakshi.Besides, he headed the intelligence department
and accompanied the emperor on his state visits. This
nearness to the emperor increased the power and prestige

of the Mir Bakshi much beyond his own department.
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Misl The term refers to the twelve confederacies
(military brotherhood with a democratic set up) into
which the Sikhs organised themselves after the final
retreat of Ahmad Shah Abdali from the Punjab in 1770s.
Most of these mis/s were later annexed by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, who established a strong sovereign state in
the Punjab with Lahore as its capital. Maharaja Ranjit
Singh himself belonged to the Shukarchakiya misl. Ten

years after his death in 1839, the state founded by him
was annexed to the growing British Empire in India.
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Moderates The term refers to those Indian nationalists,
who led the national movement in its first phase, that is,
from 1885 to 1905. The term “Moderate’ came to be used
to refer to them as they greatly relied on the method of
petitioning and persuading the British India Government
to grant greater political concessions to Indians in their
own administration through constitutional means. One of
the most important contributions of those moderates was
the development of a critique of colonialism. For
example Dadabhai Naoroji, the grand old man of Indian
Nationalist Movement, propounded a theory which
exposed the ways in which the resources of India were
systematically taken out of India. This theory came to be
known as the drain theory. Another moderate leader,
Romesh Chunder Dutt wrote a two volume Economic
History of India, which also influenced the Indian
National Movement in perceptible Other
prominent Moderate leaders were Surendra Nath Banerji,
Pherozeshah Mehta, BadruddinTyabji, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale and W.C. Bonnerjee. Because of the political
stance of constitutionalism and moderation adopted by
these moderates the Indian National Congress witnessed
a split between them and the extremists in its Surat
session in 1907. (See also, RADICALS)
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Mufti The term refers to the experts on the Islamic law
(sharia), who provided rulings (farwas) on matters that
were referred to them by the members of the public or by
the gazis during the medieval period particularly in
matters related to marriage, divorce, and inheritance of
property-Such rulings were viewed as binding.
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Muhajir The word has its origin in the Arabic term
'muhajirun' which refers to the followers of prophet
Muhammad who migrated from Mecca to Medina
following his footsteps in the year 622 and later.In
contemporary period the muslims who left for Pakistan
from northern India in the wake of India's partition are
referred to as muhajirs in Pakistan.
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Mulatto The term refers to a person with one white
and one black parent. The term originated during the
colonial period (c.16th century CE). However, the term is
often considered offensive.
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Mugqaddam: 1t is a term which was used to refer to a
village headman during the time of the Delhi Sultanate.
Alongwith chaudhuris and khuts, the mugaddams
constituted the rural aristocracy. They often held the
most productive lands in the village and in a system,
where the village as a whole used to be assessed for
revenue payment and the mugaddams were held

responsible for collection of such revenue, they used to
pass on the burden of their share of the land revenue to
other peasants. Besides, the mugaddams also did not pay
Jjaziya (a religious tax) and other taxes rather collected
perquisites (incidental monetary benefits) on account of
their working as village headman. However, in order to
rein them in and curtail their influence, Alauddin Khalji
divested them from collecting any such perquisites and
also assessed their land for collection of revenue on a par
with ordinary peasants. Mugaddams from around the
areas that were easily accessible from Delhi thus came to
be affected substantially although in other areas they
continued to enjoy their status unaffected. From the time
of Akbar the muqgaddams came to constitute an
intermediate class of zamindars.
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Mugqti

Murshid
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Muqti During the period of the Delhi sultanate, the term
was used to refer to the commanders of military and
administrative tracts called igzas. The powers,which the
mugqtis exercised,depended on specific circumstances.
Initially the mugqtis were almost independent although
with the central authority becoming stronger, the mugtis
powers became much less. Since Balban's time the
mugqtis were obliged to send the surplus income from the
iqtas to the centre after meeting their own expenditures
including the expenditure they had to incur in
maintaining the armies and law and order. During
Alauddin's time the mugtis had also to follow the system
of land revenue assessment that had been introduced by
the sultan in the doab region. The control of the sultans
over the mugqtis also grew on account of the appointment
of revenue administrators (naib diwans or khwaja) and
intelligence officers (barids) from the centre in the igzas.
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Murid 1t is an Arabic word which refers to a disciple of
a Sufi master.
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Murshid 1t is an Arabic word which literally means a
'guide'. Also called shaikh (in Arabic) or Pir (in Persian),
a murshid holds the central position in a khangah( sufi
organisation). He enrolls disciples, institutes rules for
their spiritual conduct and community life, and teaches
them regularly. The murids used to take their oath of
allegiance of these masters and follow their instructions
diligently.This special bond between the murshids and
their murids developed the institutions of sufi silsila in
sufism. After the death of a murshid, the tomb
shrine(dargah) built on his grave becomes the centre of
devotion for his followers. Such dargahs in places like
Ajmer and Delhi have become important places of
pilgrimage (ziyarat) in India.
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Muvendar Tt is a Tamil term which occurs in Sangam u:“,y;w_atfguﬁu;»fﬁﬁﬁécw.f,g, Ly
texts. It stands for three big ruling chiefs i.e. the Chera, ‘ z K
Chola and Pandya kings. (See also, SANGAM) (Kc w‘d{"ﬁf )‘ugu'/ﬁ Lok Wz ols e
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Nabob This is an English adoption of the word nawab.
Whereas the latter was used to refer to the Muslim kings
of the autonomous states of India like Oudh and Bengal
during the 18th century, the former was used by the
English people to refer to those high officials of the
English East India Company who made huge fortunes in
India and went back to England as men of wealth and
prominence to buy properties as well as positions in the
British parliament.
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Naib 1t is an Arabic word which refers to a deputy,
assistant, agent or representative. In medieval India, the
word was used to designate an official of the state.
During the sultanate period, the nobles who had put
Iltutmish's third son Muizzuddin Bahram Shah on the
throne, had made him create the position of a naib-i-
mamlakat or malik naib to function as his regent or the
de facto ruler. During sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud's reign
Ghiyasuddin Balban had become the naib-i-mamlakat
(the regent of the king). It is sometimes suggested that
the office of the naib had been created after Iltutmish's
reign to reduce the importance of the office of the wazir.
However, after becoming sultan, Balban had sought to
eliminate the chance of concentration of power in the
hands of any of his officers. But under a different
circumstance Alauddin Khalji had made his trusted
general Malik Kafur Hazaar Dinari the malik naib of the
sultanate who, towards the end of the sultan's reign had

become the virtual ruler and had come to be widely
known as Malik Kafur. Under the Mughals the word
continued to be used to refer to different kinds of
deputies.
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Nagqib Tt is an Arabic word and was used for an usher

who used to loudly announce the orders of the sultan to
his soldiers and also proclaim his presence in the royal
cavalcade (procession). The chief of the nagibs was

known as naqibu al-nuquba. The symbol that marked the
official status of the naqibu al-nuquba consisted of a

gold mace and a gold tiara (ornamental hat) with

peacock feathers tucked on to it.
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Nastaliq The term refers to the popular style of Persian
calligraphic writing which, evolved during the 15th-16th
centuries. Mir Ali of Tariz is often considered as the
pioneer and the most famous practioner of this style. The
style features long horizontal strokes and exaggerated
rounded forms. The fluid style of nastaliq was quite a
favourite with Akbar. Muhammad Husain of Kashmir
(c.1575-1605), was one of the finest practioners of this
style in Akbar's Court, who had been honoured with the
title “Zarin Qalam™ ( golden pen).
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Nation The term has its origin in the Latin word ‘natio’,
which means, 'being born'. Historically, it refers to those
nationalities (or peoples) which first emerged in Europe
during the 16th century with distinctive languages,
vernacular literatures and the consciousness of being one
or similar under the sovereignities of monarchs.
Independent of the large empires (like the holy Roman

and the Ottoman empires) and representing unifications
of feudal localities, these nationalities came to constitute
the units of modern nation states of Europe. In
succeeding centuries, however, the term also came to
represent more complex societies with amalgamations of
various ethnic, linguistic, and religious groups, who
swore by common political identities, around the world.
(See also NATION STATES)
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Nationalism The term refers to a form of patriotic
feeling by which the people of a country identify
themselves with each other and to the place which they
belong. They demonstratively show their loyalty and
devotion towards it. As a phenomenon nationalism
emerged in Europe towards the end of 15th century and
continued to sway people across the world in succeeding
centuries. Nationalism often adopted distinctive national
forms and organisations and as such led to excentuated
perceptions on the similarities and contrasts between
different 'nationalities'. Apart from being the harbingers
of modern nation states, such nationalist tendencies have




Nation-State

Nayaka

historically been responsible also for bringing in wars
and exterminations and such phenomenon as colonialism
and imperialism.
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Nation-State The term refers to those geo-political
entities which first evolved in Europe during the 16th
century as 'national monarchies' and subsequently
transformed themselves into constitutional states with
well defined territories, sovereign governments, and
loyal national citizenries. The factors that were
responsible for the rise of those nation states were rooted
in the crusades, the growth of the middle classes, and the
emergence of national consciousness with patriotic
loyalties to the states. During the colonial period much of
these ideas fanned nationalist sentiments amongst the
peoples in the colonies, who constituted themselves into
sovereign nation states upon their independence in the
20th century. (See also, NATION)
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Native Generally the word refers to a person who is
born in a given place or naturally belongs to a particular
country. Historically, however, the word was used to
refer to the indigenous peoples of the colonies as in case
of India the British used to describe the Indians as natives
vis-a-vis the white colonisers who had come to India
from Great Britain.
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Nayaka The term refers to powerful military chiefs
under the Vijayanagara kingdom. They usually
controlled forts and had armed supporters. Generally
speaking nayakas were quite powerful in their area and
had to be subdued through show of force by the king.
After the decline of the Vijayanagara kingdom, many of
these nayakas became independent in their regions.
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Nayanar This is a Tamil term which refers to 63
devotee saints of Shiva who lived between 5th and the
10th centuries CE in South India. Their lives were
depicted in a work called the Perivapuranam compiled
in the mid 12th century. Their devotional hymns were
called Tevaram. In Shaiva bhakti, the relationship
between the god and his devotee was sometimes
expressed as analogous to that between master and
slave. Nayanars hailed from diverse social backgrounds
ranging from Brahmans to artisans and cultivators and
even from castes considered untouchables such as
Nandanar, the Pariah saint. The foremost Nayanars
were Sambandar, Appar and Sundarar. Three women
saints Karaikkal ~ Ammaiyar,
Mangaiyarkkarasiyar and Isainaniyar.
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Nazism It refers to the political ideology that was
professed by the National Socialist German Workers'
Party (popularly known as the Nazi Party) in Germany
between the two World Wars. The man who led this
party to power was Adolf Hitler. His book, named Mein
Kamph, embodied this ideology. In its most damaging
aspect this ideology propagated the idea of the racial
superiority of the Nordic people, which led to the
holocaust. (See also, CONCENTARTION CAMPS;GAS
CHAMBERS)
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Neolithic Also known as the ‘New Stone Age’ the term
generally
development characterised by ground and polished stone
tools, agriculture, animal domestication and pottery. But
all these characteristics did not appear at the same time in
all parts of the Indian subcontinent. There have been
significant regional variations. For example, the north
western sites provide evidence for the cultivation of
wheat and barley, that of central India and South India, of
the domestication of rice, pulses and millets respectively.
The Neolithic culture is dated variously from around
8000 BCE in Mehrgarh, where we have earliest evidence

refers to a period of human cultural




Non-Alignment

Non-cooperation

of agriculture to the first millennium BCE in the north
eastern Garo hills.

TSUTITOT JUToIoT 7 AR WA Wil o % 39
STl h1 ShET SITAT & ST 379 SYq 37T SIHRIT T YeeR o SIS,
Welt-aTeY, wRyaTer S gt o it o forg ST ST 21 At s
70 A1 Y el FRITATE AR SR ¥ W & § U W e
T g8l I o e fafqward o W ¥ sarewr ¥ forw,
iR Qe o T 3 S A wdt R S % wne firerd §
Selfoh WeT WRA 37 IE0T WA W AN G qT ST AR SR
3R SR R Y o U etoeme S o @ne fier #) e
HEp 1 e o e ok S e e devre § Wl Hi Ry
ST % TS "eT 8000 $o%o T o e firet €, e qater
TRA Sl TR Ut § a8 HEHid 1000 390 H-urg it fircht 21

/,ub(lic;d'-%L"l?L"?U"(C—(Céimdflzlf’u@)’fwdi»u?
o}/j&ul’;ﬁc’%délﬁﬁ‘a}yczuﬁg @7u’l£;ﬁtﬁg}@l
ung’?_+ ol su < Sl Sy, Eresimd
Sost ot s L U L A2nE sl
Jﬁmu,pfu:;,Lts»df'd&midlfw_ug"gf/juw'aw"sl
ca}.ﬁiL/ﬁ@:oigﬂ!dl;uﬁﬁfL}ﬁ/:lé/d}lgdﬁhuk/ﬂ&lﬂ
VoDl SIS B S nedn i By 2
&2 §PUEL ugiygf Ul < Qb Bt 38000 F

-c‘-&o}f‘fiic;qulu’c;éjg/lj;
Non-Alignment The term refers to a political stance of
staying neutral instead of getting 'aligned' with any of the
two power blocs which emerged after the second world
war. As a 'movement' non-alignment had its origin in the
keenness among most of the newly decolonised (or
independent) states of Asia, Africa,and Latin America to
safeguard their new found independence and achieve
economic development. The movement began making a
mark in international politics begining with the Bandung
conference held in 1955 in Indonesia. Thereafter, as a
collective entity, the non-alignment movement began
laying more emphasis on economic collaboration and
collective self reliance while simultaneously demanding
the formation of a new international economic
order(NIEO). Of late critics of the movement have been
questioning its relevance keeping especially in view the
end of the cold war in 1991 with the collapse of USSR.
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Non-cooperation This refers to a method of protest or
political struggle which aims at achieving one’s goals by
refusing to associate or cooperate with the government
and its institutions. In India, the events of the year 1919
such as the passing of the Rowlatt Act, the Jallianwalla
tragedy and the British action against the Caliphate in
Turkey had led the Indian National Congress to launch a
countrywide non-cooperation movement. The goal of this
movement was to achieve 'swaraj' or self government
using all peaceful and legitimate methods. The seven
point programme which was laid out to achieve this goal
included (1) surrender of honarary offices and titles,(2)
refusal to attend 'darbars' and official functions,(3)
boycott of schools and colleges aided by the government,
(4) boycott of courts set up by the government, (5)
refusal to enroll in the army for service in Mesopotamia,
(6) boycott of elections to the provincial and central
legislatures and (7) boycott of foreign goods. On the
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constructive side the movement asked people to set up
national educational institutions, resolve disputes through
mutual arbitration, use swadeshi goods and, overall,
develop the spirit of discipline and self sacrifice. The
movement soon caught the imagination of the people and
quickly spread across the country. However, as the
movement turned violent resulting in the unfortunate
incident of the burning of a police station at Chauri
Chaura in United Provinces (modern Uttar Pradesh)and
the death of a number of policemen on account of it,
Gandhiji called for its suspension in February 1922 and
advised the people to engage only in constructive works.
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Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) The term
refers to a type of pottery found from archaeological
sites that date back to the period from c. 500 BCE/600
BCE. It was a hard, wheel-made, metallic-looking ware
with a shiny black surface. These are commonly
available in the shape of bowls and dishes. Although the
greatest concentration of this pottery type is reported
from the mid- Ganga Valley (parts of present day U.P.
and Bihar), it is also found in other parts of the
subcontinent, including sites such as Taxila in the
northwest, and several sites in south India. Usually
undecorated, it was found in association with other
types of pottery, including the PGW, Black and Red
Ware, Black Slipped Ware, and Plain Grey and Red
Wares. (See also, Painted Grey Ware)
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Numismatics

Old World
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Numismatics Numismatics is the study of coins. It
includes visual elements such as scripts and images,

metallurgical analysis and determining the contexts in
which they have been found.
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Old World The term is generally used to refer to that
part of the word (especially constituting Europe and the
Near East), which was known to the then Europeans
before the discovery of the Americas. Thus, in contrast to

this term, the newly dicovered Americas came to be
referred as the 'New world' hereafer.
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Pahi Kashta

Pan Islamism
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Painted Grey Ware (PGW) The term refers to a type
of pottery found over a large part of northern India, with
its greatest concentration in the eastern Punjab and the
central Gangetic Valley. This variety of pottery occurs in
deposits of the later 2nd millennium and early first
millennium BCE, and is apparently associated with the
introduction and spread of iron. It is grey coloured,
wheel-made, thin-walled pottery, decorated with
geometric designs in red or black paint. Characteristic
forms include shallow dishes and deep bowls. The
distribution of the PGW coincides with the main areas
occupied by Later Vedic People.
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Palaeolithic Palaeolithic or the OId Stone Age
represents the earliest and longest phase of human
cultural development extending from the first appearance
of artefacts 2.5 million years ago to the end of the
Pleistocene geological period c. 10, 000 years ago. On
the basis of tool types and the method of making tools,
this period is generally subdivided into the Lower,
Middle and Upper Palaeolithic phases.
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Pan Islamism The term refers to the idea of unity
among the people following Islam across the world based
on religious identitiy. Pan-Islamism had its begining in
the mid 19th century. This begining is often attributed to
the challenges which the Islamic societies faced on
account of western colonialism. Its echo was felt in India
during the Khilafat Movement( 1919-20). In recent times
bodies like the Organisation of the Islamic states have
been formed to express the ideas of Pan-Islamism.
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Pargana

Patta
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Pargana In medieval India the term was used to refer to
a fiscal and administrative unit at the local level from the
14th century onwards. Before the mughals these units
corresponded to about 100 or 84 villages. Under the
Mughals each sarkar was subdivided into a number of
parganas with amils or karoris as the heads of their land
administration. These officers were mainly responsible
for collection of revenue and promotion of agriculture. In
discharging these tasks, they were assisted by the village
headmen. Although the peasants were encouraged to
deposit their revenues in the pargana treasury directly.
Gradually many of these pargana headquarters evolved
into towns or gasbas. (See also, SARKAR)
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Pativedaka Ashoka’s inscriptions mention pativedakas,
who kept themselves informed of public opinion which
they later transmitted to the king. The pativedakas seem
to have been spies or reporters who had access to the
king at any moment and the king heavily relied on

them.
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Patriliny The term means tracing descent from father
to son, grandson and so on.
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Patta The term refers to an official document that is
issued by the state or its authorised representative to a
holder of land. In medieval India a patta issued to the
peasant usually mentioned the area under cultivation, the
crop grown, the amount of revenue to be paid and the
schedule of such payment. Under Shahjahan and his
successors the duties of issuing patta (deeds of lease) to
the peasants and obtaining gqabulivat (deeds of
acceptance) from them had been assigned to the amins.
The practice helped the state in checking the actual
collection of revenue made by the designated revenue
collectors. The practice also continued under the British
in the form of a document issued by the collector to the
zamindar or by some other receiver of revenue to the
cultivator or a tenant (one who takes a land on rent for
cultivation) specifying there in the term of land holding
and the amount of revenue to be paid on such land.

(See also, AMIN)
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Patwari

Permanent Settlement
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Patwari In medieval India the term referred to a village
registers  (bahi/bihi)
mentioning therein the amounts of revenue that were
collected from the villagers. Ziyauddin Barani in his
book Tarikh-i-Phirozshahi informs that these registers
were regularly referred to while exacting the dues from

all village level revenue collectors quite mercilessly
under Sultan Alauddin Khalji.
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Permanent Settlement The system of land revenue
assessment that had been introduced in Bengal in 1793

accountant. He  maintained

by Governor General Charles Cornwallis was known as
the Permanent Settlement. Under this system the
zamindars were recognised as the actual owners of the
land and hence the settlement was made between the
government and the zamindars. On their part, the
zamindars were made responsible for paying the annual
revenue to the government failing which their zamindaris
could be terminated. These revenue demands between the
government and the zamindars were settled on a
permanent basis taking into account the actual collections
that had been made in the year 1790-91.From the point of
view of the East India Company this settlement secured a
stable annual income and created a class of loyal
zamindars. At the time of its introduction it was also
expected that the settlement would create among the
zamindars a genuine desire to develop the land and the
lives of those cultivators who directly depended on it.
However, the settlement foreclosed any future increase in
government demand by making it permanently fixed. It
also created multiple intermediaries between the
zamindars, most of whom chose to live in cities rather
than in their own zamindaris and the cultivators who had
to bear all the economic burdens by meeting the various
demands of the zamindars and these intermediaries.
Because of these demerits, the permanent settlement was
not repeated in any other part of British India.
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Persian

Plebiscite
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Persian The term is used in the context of the people
and their language and culture who hailed from Persia
(present day Iran). Historically India's relation with
Persia goes back to the 4th century BCE. The Persian
influence on Indian art and architecture is traced to this
period. In medieval times, with the establishment of the
Delhi sultanate the influence of Persian language, court
etiquettes came to play a significant role in India's
history.
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Plantation, Planters In general the term refers to an
area in which trees have been planted, especially for
commercial purposes. During the colonial period vast
tracts of land had been acquired for such plantations
across Asia, Africa and the Americas to grow
commercial crops such as indigo, tea, sugarcane,cotton
etc. to meet the demands of industrialisation in Europe.
The owners of these plantations are known as planters.
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Plebiscite The term refers to an eventuality when all the
eligible members of an electorate are called upon to
either accept or reject a proposal referred to them by the
state or government through direct vote. This is a method
by which important questions of state such as that of a
region wishing to remain or secede from it is settled. A
plebiscite is also conducted by a government to obtain a
popular mandate on an issue of national importance
instead of going through the usual political process.
Dictators and totalitarian regimes also used plebiscite to
acquire legitimacy.
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Pogrom
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Pogrom This is a Russian word which literally means
“devastation” or “riot”. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries it was used to denote the anti-Jewish violence
that were allowed to happen unchecked in Tzarist Russia.
Subsequently, the term also came to be used to describe
anti-Jewish violence in Poland and Germany during the
regime of Hitler.
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Polyandry The term refers to a marriage system which

allows a woman to have more than one husband
simultaneously.
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Polygamy, Polygyny The term refers to a marriage
system which permits a man to have more than one wife
at the same time. It was widely practiced among many
sections of society particularly among aristocrats.
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Prakrit A term derived from the Sanskrit word 'prakriti',
meaning ‘natural’, used to designate an ancient language
belonging to the Indo-European family of languages
which had various dialects such as Sauraseni, Magadhi,
Pali and Maharashtri. Both the Buddha and Mahavira
preached in Prakrit. One of the most well known Prakrit
text is Hala’s Gahasatsai (Gathasaptsati).
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Prashasti 1t is a Sanskrit word which literally means ‘in
praise of’. This term was used for a kind of eulogistic
inscriptions usually composed by court poets in praise
of patrons in general and rulers in particular. Prashastis
included the genealogy of the ruler or patron, his
physical attributes, praise of his political successes and
details of his social and cultural activities and piety.
Prashastis naturally tend to exaggerate the achievements
of the ruler yet they remain an important source of
information. Some wellknown examples of this kind of
inscriptions are the Allahabad prashasti of the 4th
century CE Gupta emperor Samudragupta and Aihole
Prashasti of Chalukya ruler Pulakeshin II.
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Pratiloma The term denotes marriage between man of
lower varna and woman of higher varna. From the
brahmanical point of view, pratiloma marriages were not

as acceptable as (See also,
ANULOMA)
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Prehistory The term refers to a period when humans

had no knowledge of writing. For this period

archaeological sources are the only sources.
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Presidency, presidencies In the context of India, the
term historically refers to the three territorial units of the
English East India Company on the eastern and the
western coasts that were administered with Madras,
Calcutta and Bombay as their centres. Since each of
these territorial units was administered by a President or
Governor with a Council consisting of the senior
servants of the company, these came to be known as the

the anuloma ones.

presidencies. Initially, each of these presidencies were
directly answerable to the court of directors in London.
However, begining with the Regulating Act of 1773,
which culminated in the Charter Act of 1833, the
Governor-General of the Bengal Presidency came to
exercise overall authority over the other two
presidencies as the 'Governor General of India in
Council'. In the person of that Governor-General,the
people of India saw the supreme authority over Indian
affairs.
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Primary source A primary source is a document or an
artefact which was written or created either during or
relatively close to the historical period being studied.
Primary sources can also include autobiographies,
memoirs and oral histories etc. These were recorded later
by authors or eyewitnesses who experienced this period.
Some important types of primary sources include




Primates

Proletarianisation

artefacts, inscriptions, coins, cave art, pottery, jewellery,
clothing etc. Textual sources include diaries, speeches,
manuscripts, letters, interviews, official records, poetry,
drama, novels etc.
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Primates The term refers to a subgroup of mammals.
They include monkeys, apes and humans. They have
body hair, a relatively long gestation period, mammary
glands, different types of teeth and the ability to maintain
a constant body temperature.
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Princely States The term refers to those autonomous
Indian states or principalities which had come into
existence after the disintegration of the Mughal Empire
and survived through the colonial period untill their
merger with the Indian Union after the country's
independence. By some count these princely states
numbered 562 and covered one third area of the

subcontinent. During the heydays of colonialism, most
of these princely states had accepted the British
paramountcy by entering into the subsidiary alliance and
other similar agreements. On the eve of independence
many of these states worked on various schemes to form
a union of their own as sovereign entities. However,
under the Mountabaten Plan they were allowed to join
either India or Pakistan. Consequently, as many as 136
states joined the Indian Union by 15th August, 1947 and
many more followed suit after that. In certain instances
as in the case of Hyderabad police action had to be
resorted for its merger.
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Proletarianisation It refers to that socio-historical

process through which certain middle class occupations
tend to increasingly look like working class vocations
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thereby resulting making some segments of the middle
class reduced to the status of the proletariat.

FAERTSHT 7 I1s8 Th Vel AIHTTSh-UfeTi Sishan s diae
2 e aeq $o wemaa 9 sifmfas sosiet o & I
S@ fomrd 3 e ¥ afomesy, wemet & $o e s
B TR T T Ig e S &

b L P i1 SHSSF G st el
LA E L SE Lt LY F e L5
_Zégfg/iugﬂ%ﬁi:ié

Proletariat The term is derived from the Latin word
'proles' which literally means 'offspring'. In ancient Rome
it referred to that segment of the society which served the
state by providing children. As a social class it was
consisted of the landless poor including artisans and
small traders. In 19th century, Karl Marx used the term
to refer to the class of wage workers who were engaged
in industrial production. They were specifically
distinguished from those who owned the means of
production like financial capital,land and the
machinarices and also controlled the distribution of its
products or material goods. Marx referred to the class of
these people as the capitalist class or the bourgeoisie. In
The Communist Manifesto Marx envisioned a class
struggle between these two classes which would
eventually result in the emergence of a classless society
ensuring in between a dictatorship of the proletariat.
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Protestant The term is derived from the English word
'protest'. It refers to those who dissented against the
authority of the Pope and the medieval catholic church.
(See also, CHURCH)
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Protestant Church The term refers to the churches
which came into being in 16th century Europe following
the Reformation Movement. (See also, CHURCH)
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Protohistory The term generally refers to the period of
history between pre-history and history. This word
carries different meanings. In the European context, it
generally referred to a culture or civilization which did
not develop writing, but which is mentioned in the
written records of a contemporary literate group. In the
Indian subcontinent, the Harappan civilisation, a literate
culture with an undeciphered script, is generally
classified as protohistoric. This term is also often used
for the period from ¢.1500-500 BCE,for which there is an
orally transmitted literature (the Vedas), but no evidence
of writing.
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Punch-marked Coins
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Punch-marked Coins The oldest uninscribed coins,
found in the subcontinent from c. sixth century BCE
onwards, were not inscribed but stamped with symbols
on one side. Hence, they are called Punch-marked Coins.
They were mostly made of silver and some of copper.
These were generally rectangular and sometimes square
or round in shape. Most of the silver punch-marked coins
weighed 32 rattis or about 56 grains (grain is a weight
measure used for metals; | grain = 64.79 mg). They are
identified with karshapana, shataman, etc. which are

mentioned in textual sources. These coins are found all
over the subcontinent and remained in circulation in
many places till the early centuries CE.
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Qibla, qgiblah

Qg

Qasid The term refers to foot-runners who carried news
reports and important official documents rolled up in
bamboo containers across the length and breadth of the
regions under the Mughal rule in round the clock relays.
Provincial governors and tributary rulers posted agents
outside their capitals to receive and send messages
through these messengers. By this way the emperor could
get reports from even distant provincial capitals within a
few days. Thus, gasids (also called pathmars) formed an
important part of the information network that kept the
empire well connected for dissemination of public news.
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Qazi The term refers to the Muslim judges who were
appointed by the Muslim kings to dispense justice on the
basis of the Islamic law or Sharia in medieval India. The
judges were appointed both in the imperial capital as well
as the provinces, districts and cities. The chief gazi under
the Delhi Sultans was often designated as the qazi-i-
mamalik and under the Mughals as gazi-ul quzat. Under

the Mughals, the Qazi’s also discharged duties as
registrars of surety bonds, bail bonds, contracts, and title

deeds. Theoretically the rulers were supposed to abide by
the Qazi’s decisions. However, as the supreme authority
of the state, the rulers on many occasions overruled their
decisions. For example, Balban, Alauddin Khilji, and
Akbar had claimed the right to enforce laws as they
considered desirable and necessary whether those were in
conformity with Sharia or not.
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Qibla, qiblah 1t is an Arabic word, which stands for the
direction towards the Qaba in Mecca in which the
muslims (faithful) offer their prayer. In all mosques, the
mihrab (the prayer niche usually a curved hollowed
space on the wall of the mosque) shows this direction.
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Qanungo The term refers to a semi-hereditary official
at the local level during the medieval period in India.
According to Abbas Sherwani, the chronicler, ‘before
Shershah’s time it was not the custom to measure the
land, but there was a qanungo in every paragana from
whom was ascertained the present, past and probably
future state of pargana’. Under Shershah this officer kept
the records of all previous schedules of land assessment.
In the initial stage under the Mughals the qanungo played
a similar role however, Akbar made them formal parts of
the pargana administration as paid officials. In this
capacity, the ganungo prepared statements showing in
detail the area cultivated, the crops grown and the
expected or actual yield. In some provinces qanungos
were also appointed by the central administration at the
provincial (suba) and the district (sarkar) levels.
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Realism, Realists
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Radicals The term refers to that group of leaders of the
Indian National Congress, who increasingly expressed
dissatisfaction with the methods of political agitation
adopted by the moderates. The ideology and programmes
of Radicals were considerably strengthed following the
partition of Bengal (1905).They advocated the
transformation of older methods of agitation like petition
into a broad based mass movement using the methods of
swadeshi, boycott, non-cooperation and passive
resistance. The best known leaders associated with this
group were Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal,
Aurobindo Ghosh and Lala Lajpat Rai.Some important
newspapers and journals that promoted this ideology
were the Bandematram, Kesari and the Maratha.
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Rajasuya The term denotes a sacrifice, described in the
later Vedic texts (c. 1000 - 600 BCE), was performed by
a kshatriya who wanted to be proclaimed as king. It
contained several events that lasted well over a year,
including a number of fertility rites, a ritual cattle raid, in

which the rajan raided the cattle of his kinsmen and a
game of dice in which he was expected to be victorious.

Yudhisthira's rajasuya is described in detail in the epic
Mahabharata. Many Chola kings also performed this
sacrifice.
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Realism, Realists In its day-to-day usage, the term
refers to an appreciation of life and the world as they are.
However, historically speaking the term is associated
with the particular artistic and literary movement which
came to the fore during 17th-18th centuries in Europe
making its initial appearance in France. Philosophically,
this movement rested on the premise that things in the
outside world existed independently
perception. In literature particularly ‘realism’ gained
currency as a reaction to the over-emphasis which earlier
‘romanticism’ had granted to human emotion. In the
domain of art, it found portrayal in a life like fashion
devoid of any ornamentation. In visual arts the
introduction of photography in the late 19th and early
20th centuries further improved the strength of this
movement. Painters such as Caravaggio (Dutch), José de
Ribera (Spanish) and Francisco de Zurbaran (French) and
novelists such as Daniel Defoe and Henry Fielding
(English), who adhered to the principles of realism, came
to be known as ‘realists’. In India, Raja Ravi Verma’s
paintings can also be said to have followed the principles

of realism, though the themes of his paintings were
largely drawn from Indian mythology.

ForreleTe, TomelaTal YT SHfeT TN H 39 31eg o1 37 § S
3T forea w1 i ST & w3 ¥ fRg e gfe
T I@T ST A7 I8 3168 Uk WY HATeHeh a1 aifefera stiaem &
ST 2,50 70 F 17301830 wrafoqat & W s o S gwed

of human




Red Shirts

Reign of Terror
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Red Shirts This is an expression which acquired
historical significance in 19th century Europe when a
military adventurer by name Giuseppe Garibaldi set out
in 1860 on an expedition to unify Italy with a thousand
volunteers whose numbers grew to about 30,000 through
the course of his campaign. In India the same expression
came to be used for volunteers who led by Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan  fought against the British in the

north-west frontier province although in a non-violent
movement. Formed in 1929, they were also known as

'Khudai Khidmatgars' or 'servants of god'.
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Reign of Terror The expression refers to the short
period of 1Imonths begining with September 1793 when
the French Revolution witnessed unprecedented domestic
violence and political executions. Led by Maximilien
Robespierre, the Committee of Public Safety constituted
by the National Convention to safeguard the Republic
from foreign enemies and domestic saboteers adapted
measures that resulted in large scale imprisonment on
slightest suspicion and speedy trial. As a result as many
as 20,000 people were executed though some estimates
put this figure to as high as 40,000 in France as a whole.
The victims of this reign of terror were not only
aristocrats but included many more peasants and
labourers too. Finally with the arrest and execution of
Robespierre this brief but horendous period came to an
end on July 27, 1794. In a reversal of fortune a hundred
collaborators of Robespierre were also guillotined over
the next two days.
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Revolt
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Reserved Forest The term refers to those natural forests
which were sought to be protected from wonton use or
exploitation or movement by people under the Forest
Act that was enacted in 1878 by the British Indian
government. Under this Act forests were divided into
three categories: reserved, protected and village forests.
The best among these forests were designated as the
‘reserved forests'.
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Resident, Residency During the colonial period the
term stood for a representative of the English East India

Company who was stationed in the capital of an Indian
state that exceeded to the subsidiary alliance. The first

such Indian state, where a British resident was stationed
under this system, was Awadh. Subsequently, this
arrangement was adopted in all other cases. It was
through the agency of the Resident , which came to be
known as the 'Residency’, that the English East India
Company and after the transfer of power in 1858 the
British India government brought the whole of India
under their effective control. (See also, SUBSIDIARY
ALLIANCE)
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Revolt Generally the term signifies an uprising or
protest against an existing authority or state at a
particular time. Historically, such revolts have often been
violent.  Throughout India's history disgruntled
individuals and groups have risen in revolt against
perceived injustices perpetrated by the authoritarian
rulers and their dispensations. During the colonial period
different peasant and tribal groups across India had often
taken recourse to revolting against the unjust laws and
policies imposed by the British government to the
detriment of their traditional rights and well being. In
1857 a revolt on a far larger scale had also taken place
shaking the very roots of the British power in India.
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Revolution

Revolutionary Nationalism, Nationalists
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Revolution In political philosophy the term originally
referred to the process of cyclical change in forms of
government. However, in historical context the term
generally refers to an overall and radical change in a
given political, economic or social order or in the entire
system as a whole. In world history, the best examples of
such radical change taking place in the existing orders in
countries have been the French revolution, the Russian
revolution and the cultural revolution in China has taken
place in social and economic contexts because of
dramatic changes taking place in systems of production
and technological innovations. The instance of Industrial
revolution which first took place in Great Britain and
subsequently spread to other parts of the world in modern
times is one such example.
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Revolutionary Nationalism, Revolutionary Nationalists
The expression refers to that stream of India's nationalist
movement that believed in the freedom of the motherland
through revolutionary means as distinct from the
'moderates’ and the ‘extremists' methods of gaining
political reforms and self government respectively
through  constitutional and  agitational
Revolutionaries like the Chapekar brothers (Damodar
and Balkrishna) of Poona, Shyamji Krishna Verma,
V.D.Sawarkar, Madanlal Dhingra, Barindra Kumar
Ghosh, Prafulla Chaki, Lala Hardayal, Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev, Chandrashekhar Azad, Rajguru, Subhash
Chandra Bose etc. who professed and adheered to such
means came to be known as 'revolutionary nationalists'.
Many of these inspired by
contemporary idealogies and movements taking place in
countries like Ireland at that time. With a belief that
western imperialism could only be defeated by
employing the western methods of violence, these
revolutionaries, formed secret societies, took to arms
training, propagated the rationale of their actions through
pamphlets and resorted to assasination of high officials
considered to be responsible for unjust and oppressive
administrative actions.
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Romanticism

Rule of law
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Romanticism The expression refers to an intellectual
and cultural movement which developed in Europe as a
reaction to the enlightenment and its excessive emphasis
on human reason and science. Begining with the late
18th century this movement saw its full flowering in the
19th century. In its wider effect the movement inspired
new types of poetry, art, music and nationalist sentiment
which focussed on the beauties of nature, human
emotion, folkculture and a sense of shared heritage. The
English poet James Thomson, Thomas Grey and Thomas
Percy provided the initial filip to this movement.
Subsequently Johann Gattfried Herder became one of its

foremost exponents in Germany. In general these figures
are referred to as the 'romantics'.
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Rule of law Generally, this doctrine refers to a system
where governance is carried out on the basis of well
defined laws. In practical terms it denotes that no
individual is above the law and that the same set of laws
are equally applicable to all. In India this concept was
brought into effective practice under the British rule.
Before this different dispensations ruled either on the
basis of customs, traditions or differentiated laws or even
by the principle of divine right depending upon
circumstances.
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Rule of Primogeniture

Ryotwari system

Rule of Primogeniture It refers to a system where the
eldest son is given preferrence of inheritance by rule,
tradition or practice. Whereas in ancient India there was a
general tradition of the first born male child succeeding
his father to the throne in medieval times the Mughals
followed the coparcenery
inheritance.

(See also, COPARCENERY INHERITANCE)
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Ryot, Raiyat, Rayat This is a general term used to
indicate all strata of the peasantry in medieval India. The
British subsequently adopted it while devising various
revenue settlements. (See also, RYOTWARI SYSTEM,;
PERMANENT SETTLEMENT; MAHALWARI;
PATTA)
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Ryotwari system This system of land revenue assess-
ment that had been introduced in the Madras and the
Bombay Presidencies respectively by Thomas Munro
and Mountstuart Elphinstone in the nineteenth century
was known as the 'ryotwari system'. Under this system,
the revenue was directly settled between the government
and the ryot. The average income from different types of
soil was estimated, the revenue paying capacity of the
ryot was assessed and a proportion of this was fixed as
the share of the state. The lands were surveyed every 30
years to reassess the revenue demands which were

Timurid tradition of

revised upwards or downwards instead of being fixed
permanently. The system not only established a direct
relationship between the government and the ryot
eliminating the intermediaries like the zamindars or the
taluqdars but also made the latter the proprieters of the
land granting them the rights of lease, mortgage and sale.
On the downside the system also increased value of land
bringing in moneyed people like moneylenders and
speculators to misappropriate land from the hands of the
ryot under the garb of non payment of debts.This led to a
change in the local agrarian social structure.
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Sabha

Sadr Nizamat Adalat
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Sabha In the Vedic texts the term has been mentioned
in the sense of an assembly which had the elders or
great men of the tribe as its members. As a constant
body where political affairs were freely discussed, it
exercised considerable checks on the powers of the king
and influenced decision making on important issues.
That the sabha enjoyed a position of high esteem during
the Vedic age is made out from its description as one of
the twin daughters of Prajapati, the creator.
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Sadr The term refers to a high position both under the
Delhi sultans and the Mughals. Under the Delhi sultans,
the Sadr, also known as Sadr-i-Jahan, looked after the
ecclesstiastical (religious) department. Sometimes the
posts of the Sadr-i- Jahan and the chief gazi also used
to be rolled into one during this period. Under the
Mughals the term that was widely used for the principal
sadr was Sadr-us Sudur. As a person who was incharge
of granting revenue free land and stipends to poor and
deserving people, his position was highly coveted by the
members of the ulema. According to Abul Fazl, a
person considered wise and judicious, was usually
considered for this 'lofty position'.The prominence of
the Sadr during this period accrued from his being
considered as the main link between the u/ema and the
ruler. In most occasions he acted as the chief advisor to
the emperor on issues regarding the interpretation and
enforcement of the shariat. (See also, SHARIAT)
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Sadr Nizamat Adalat 1t refers to the chief criminal court
of appeal that was established in Calcutta in 1772 in the
wake of the judicial reforms that were instituted by
Warren Hastings in the Bengal Presidency. The court
was presided over by a deputy nazim. He was assisted by
the chief gazi (muslim judge), the chief mufti (expert in
Islamic law) and three maulavis ( Islamic scholars) in the
discharge of his functions.Overall the President or the
Governor General and the Council supervised the
proceedings of this Court.
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Samiti The term refers to a popular assembly represent-
ing a wide cross section of people which occupied a
preeminent position in discussing social and political
affairs of the life of the community during the Vedic age.
Like the sabha, the samiti also exercised considerable
influence in taking decisions. The samiti did not have
regular sessions, but used to be convened on special
occasions important
presiding officer of samiti called isnan has often been
mentioned in the Vedic texts as quite unsurpassable in
his power. However, the samiti lost its preeminence
towards the end of the Vedic age.
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Sandhivigrahika The term literally means 'minister of
war and peace'. Appointments to such a post are
mentioned for the first time in the famous Allahabad
Prashasti. Sandhivigrahika is mentioned here as a

high-ranking officer in charge of the conduct of relations
with other states, including initiating war and concluding

to deliberate on issues. The

alliances. Apart from being a foreign minister or
secretary, the Sandhivigrahika also performed the work
of a military general. He accompanied the emperor on
campaigns. Succession to this important office was
occasionally hereditary.
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Sangam This is a Sanskrit term which literally means
‘confluence'. In Indian tradition the term is often used to
describe the meeting of rivers. The most famous sangam
in this context is said to be the confluence of rivers
Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati at Prayag (modern
Allahabad) where a Mahakumbh is held once in every 12
years. In the Tamil literary tradition, however, the term
refers to the three 'sangams' which had met in the ancient
Pandyan kingdom between c. 500 BCE and c. 500 CE.
Each of these sangams was consisted of distinguished
poets and scholars who accorded literary recognition to
works that were presented to them for approval.
Tradition has it that the first sangam consisting of poets
and scholars of great antiquity such as Agastya,
Muranjiyur and Mudinagarayar had been held at the
ancient capital city of Madura, the Pandyan kingdom,
which subsequently got submerged in the sea. Although
this sangam is said to have produced great classical
works, none of those has unfortunately
Similarly, the second sangam held at Kapatapuram and
was attended by such distinguished poets such as
Agastya, Irundayur and Vellurkappiyam, is said to have

produced many famous works of which the famous
grammatical treatise of the Tamil language Tolkappiyam,

survived.
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has survived. The third sangam held at the now existing
city of Madurai in Tamilnadu, however, has left behind
the maximum number of the most celebrated literary
works of that time for the future generations. Attended
by literary personalities like Nakkirar, Iraiyanar, Kapilar,
Sittalaisattanar, Thiruvalluvar and Paranar, the works
which have come down from this sangam are the
Paripadal (a collection of devotional songs), Pattupattu
(ten idylls), Ettutogai (eight collections), Padinenkil
kanakku (18 minor didactic poems) and epics like
Silappadikaram and Manimekalai.
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Sangha The term refers to the congregation to which
the monastic followers of the Buddha belonged.
Founded during the life of the Buddha himself, the
number of these congregations increased manifold with
the spread of Buddhism. For a person desirous of
joining the Buddhist order had to swear allegiance to the
sangha alongwith the Buddha and the Dharma. In the
view of certain authorities these three also constitutes
the three jewels of Buddhism. The membership to the
Sangha was open to all above the age of 15 without
social discrimination except in case of those who
suffered from infectious diseases or were criminals or
slaves. In effect the Sangha admitted persons who were
physically and morally eligible to follow the Supreme
spiritual path that was expected of them. There was no
specific pyramidal structure of the Sangha although
local congregations theoretically belonged to one
universal organisation.Each local congregation was
governed strictly on the basis of principles that were
democratic and consistent with the 'vinay'. The basic
rules for monks and nuns were the same, but there were
also additional rules for nuns instituted to avert the entry
of undesirable evils into the sangha. The nuns formed
distinct congregations, but in effect were subordinate to
the congregation of monks.In the early days of the
Sangha, monks and nuns moved from place to place,
except during the rainy season. This practice was known
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as vasa. These monsoon retreats gradually became the
nucleus of more permanent monastic establishments,
which came to be known as the Viharas. Each sangha
was expected to meet on the 8th, 14th and 15th days of
every fortnight to recite the dharma and also to repeat
the ten vows taken at the time of their initiation into
sangha. This offered the assembled monks and nuns to
confess any guilt commited in violation of those vows
and other rules and regulations of the sangha and seek
redemption which was known as 'patimokkha'. In the
absence of a centralised authority of the sangha, it
sought to seek resolution of larger disputes by the
convocation of general councils whenever any such
occasion arose.
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Sans-Culottes It is a French term, which during the
French revolution referred to those revolutionary activists
who wore pantaloons or trousers (long pants) rather than
knee breeches or culottes (a type of pant designed to
cover the buttocks) used by the members of the upper
classes. Sansculotte comprised a major revolutionary
force between 1792-1794. However, this distinction in
clothing signified that they belonged to the working class
and not to the bourgeoisie.
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Sarkar 1t is a word of Persian origin.In medieval India
it referred to an administrative division of a province.
Also known as sigqs, the sarkars under the Delhi sultans
were constituted to facilitate fiscal administration. Under
the Mughals each province, known as a suba, was
divided into a number of sarkars each of which was
further subdivided into parganas. Usually a faujdar was
the main officer at the sarkar level. Although the total
area for which a fawjdar remained responsible varied
from time to time. (See also, FAUIDAR)
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Sarthavaha: This is a Sanskrit term used from c. late
first millennium BCE onwards to refer to the leader of a
merchant caravan. The Sarthavaha is mentioned in
narratives and inscriptions and enjoyed considerable
social pre-eminence.
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Satyagraha The term is made up of two Sanskrit words
'satya’ and ‘'agraha' which taken together means a
‘conscious striving for truth'. As a concept it was evolved
by Mahatma Gandhi during his struggle against racial
discrimination in South Africa. Subsequently, it became
the mainstay of India's struggle for freedom. As an idea it
suggested that if the cause was true and the struggle was
against injustice then physical force was not necessary to
fight the oppressor. It was through the power of truth
alone that a satyagrahi could win the battle without
seeking vengeance or being violent or aggressive.
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Sawar Under the Delhi sultans and the Mughals the
term referred to a horseman enlisted for fighting. Under
the mansabdari system the term also referred to a rank on
the basis of the number of horsemen which a mansabdar
had to maintain. (See also, MANSABDARI SYSTEM)
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Secondary Source A secondary source is a second hand
account about people, events, or places. It is not based on
direct observation. Secondary sources synthesize,analyse,
interpret, or evaluate primary sources. At times they add
commentary to primary sources in the context of the
particular information, event, or period under study.
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Separate Electorate It refers to a system of
representation under which special electorates are
constituted for different social groups(communities,
classes) for the election of one of their members to the
legislatures. As opposed to these the constituencies from
where anyone could be elected to the legislatures are
called 'general electorates'. In India, 'separate electorates'
were introduced by the Indian Councils Act of 1909,
which is popularly known as the Morley Minto reforms
after the names of the Secretary of State John Morley and
the Viceroy Lord Minto, to give exclusive communal
representation to the muslims in the central and the
provincial legislatures. By this so called reform, as
Jawaharlal Nehru remarked, the British created a
political barrier around the muslims isolating them from
the rest of India and thereby reversed the unifying and

amalgamating social process that had been going on for
centuries.
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Shafi’i School of Law It was one of the four schools of
Islamic law and was founded by Muhammad Ibn Idris
al-Shafi (767-820 CE). Al Shafi was a pupil of Malik Ibn
Anas (¢.715-795 CE) of Medina who was the compiler of
the oldest corpus of the Islamic law known as a /-
Muwatta. Al-Shafi's contribution to Islamic jurisprudence
lay in carving out a middle path between the Maliki and
the subsequent Hanafi schools. Baghdad (Iraq) and Cairo
(Egypt) were the chief centres of the Shafi’ite school
from where it spread to other parts of the Islamic world.
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Shaivism
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Shvetambara
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Shaivism It refers to that religious tradition in Hinduism
in which shiva is worshipped as the supreme god. This
tradition has been coming down in India since very
ancient times. There are specific references to shiva in
the Vedic literature. Even the famous Pashupati seal of
the Harappan civilization is interpreted by some scholars
as representing shiva. In later hinduism shiva was
considered to be one of the holy trinity and was held as
the destroyer. However, for worshippers of shiva known
as the 'Shaiva', he is not only the 'destroyer' but also the
'creator' and the 'preserver' of all that exists.Shiva is
commonly worshipped in the form of linga or lingam (an
elongated circular black stone in the centre of a circle),
though he is also worshipped in the form of images.Two
ascetic Shaiva sects which have gained prominence in
India are the Kapalika and the Kalamukha sects. In
south India the Shaivas are known as the alvars.
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Shari'a, Shariat 1t is an Arabic term that refers to the
Muslim religious law and is based on the Qur’an and the
Hadlis. (See also, HADIS)

TR 27 ok STl 3758 & S GHerATT ok Hes i
e T 31 P TAT 5T W ST 2 (5 +ft )

u?wufl}u?iﬁuibv}l/cf%@%ﬂdfd o’.’.;«,g;'
(&.MU%&])-%@&.M}"UT)}?}J

Shikaste The term refers to a form of cursive writing
wherein the natural pauses (gaps) between letters and
words used to be joined by the calligrapher making it a
unique style. As opposed to the nastaliq style it was a
much denser and more difficult form to execute and read.
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Shvetambara This is a Sanskrit word which literally
means the ‘white clad’. It was used to refer to one of the
two principal Jaina sects whose members wore white
clothes. According to early Jaina accounts a split occured
in the 4th century BCE when the monks, led by
Bhadrabahu migrated to the south (Karnataka) following
a disasterous famine in the north, retained the tradition of
not wearing any cloth. However, the monks who led by
Sthulabhadra did not migrate to south took to wearing
white clothes and hence came to be known as the
Shvetambaras. The Shvetambaras recognised the
existence of canonical texts, the 12 Angas and believed
that women too could attain salvation.

(See also, DIGAMBARA)
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Silk route
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Sijda The term literally means 'prostration’. It was a
form of salutation, which alongwith paibos (the kissing
of the monarch's feet) had been introduced by Balban in
his court to emphasize his superiority over his nobles.
This and many other ceremonies, which were Iranian in
origin, were however considered unislamic. The practice
was abolished during the reign of Shahjahan who instead
introduced another form of salutation called zaminbos
(kissing the ground). However both these forms of
salutations were ultimately replaced by the practice of
chahar tasleem as a show of respect towards the
emperor. (See also CHAHAR TASLEEM)
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Silk route It refers to a network of mainly ancient
overland but some maritime trading routes begining from
China, passing through Central Asia and culminating in
the Mediterranean. It linked China and the Mediterranean
world from the 2nd century BCE onwards and took its
name from the silk that was a major Chinese trade item
carried through this route. The silk route was used to
transport horses and other trade goods as well. However,
not just goods but cultural transmissions also took place
along this route. For instance, it was by this route that
Buddhism reached Central Asia and beyond. The word
‘Silk Road’ or ‘Silk Route’ was coined by Ferdinand von
Richthofen, a German traveller and geographer.
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Sirah, Sirat

Stratigraphy

Sirah, Sirat 1t is an Arabic word and used to describe
the biography of Prophet Muhammad (Sirah-i-
Muhammad). The first sirah of Muhammad was
authored by Ibn Ishaq under the title Sirat Rasul Allah,
which not only established the genre of writing sacred
biographies in Islam but also shed light on the religious
history of the world up to the Prophet.
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Socialism The term refers to that political and economic
philosophy which advocates the ownership and control
of all economic resources and means of production for
the establishment of equality in society and to replace
individual greed and profit motive with concern for
collective well-being. Advocates of this philosophy like
Saint-Simon, Proudhon and Karl Marx are known as
socialists, whereas the first two are regarded as 'Utopian
Socialists', the latter placed it in the intermediate phase
of social development between capitalism and full
fledged communism. However, socialism has worked
much differently from the way in which it was
envisioned by these socialists. In most cases socialism
has found popular support in democratic systems where
its goals of ending the class systems and exploitation
still remains unfulfilled.
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Sreshthin The term was used in general sense in the
later Vedic texts but acquires a specific meaning in later
inscriptions and literary texts where it connotes a trader
or a merchant. The term also came to refer to a city based
wealthy man, treasurer or money lender. They were
influential, powerful people in society, having access
even to the Kings. In South India, they are reffered to as
chetti in Tamil language.
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Stratigraphy The term refers to the study of strata, or
layers, in the earth. When archaeological sites are
excavated its not just to see what they contain, but rather
also to uncover their stratigraphic context. The basic
principle of stratigraphy is that in the absence of
structural upheavals, upper layers are more recently
formed than those beneath. In a stratigraphic or soil
profile, each layer can be seen to be different in terms of




Stridhana

Stupa

soil colour, type and particle size. Stratigraphy is the
basis of reconstructing the history of an archaeological
site. If the layers excavated contain objects, the
archaeologist can be sure that those from a single layer
"belong together" and are of approximately the same
period.
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Stridhana 1t is a Sanskrit term which literally means ‘a
woman’s wealth’. It was used in the Dharmashastra texts
(late first millennium BCE onward) to refer to certain
kinds of moveable property given to a woman on various
occasions during her lifetime. These included presents
(jewellery, clothes, household articles etc.) given by her
parents at the time of marriage and by her relatives
(father,brothers,etc.) on other occasions. On the woman’s
death, this wealth was to be passed on to her children.

The husband’s claim over this form of wealth was
limited.
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Stupa This is a sanskrit word which literally means
‘mound’. It generally refers to Buddhist semi-circular
structures of earth, bricks or stones built over relics (such
as teeth,or bone part) of the Buddha or of revered monks
or articles used by them. The stupa is usually associated
with the Theravada school of Buddhism (Hinayana
Buddhism). The stupa originated as a simple earthen
mound (anda) which was later encased with brick or
stone. Above the anda was the harmika, a small balcony
like structure. Arising from within the harmika was a
mast called the yashti, often surmounted by a chhatri or
umbrella. The dome was often surrounded by a
circumambulatory path provided with railings and
gateways. All the stupas did not contain relics but rather
many of them were commemorative of events. Some of
the earliest existing stupas belong to the Maurya period
(c. 3rd century CE). Except in northeast and Kerala the
stupas have been found almost throughout the country.
Stupas were also built by adherents of Jainism to
commemorate their saints.
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Suba

Subsidiary Alliance
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Suba The term was used to refer to provinces into
which the Mughal Empire was divided. During Akbar's
time the empire had 12 subas, namely, Kabul,Multan,
Lahore, Delhi, Agra, Allahabad, Awadh, Bihar, Bengal,
Ajmer, Malwa and Gujarat. This list increased to 15
with the conquests of Berar, Khandesh and
Ahmadnagar. Usually the governor of a province under
the Mughals was called a sipahsalar (military
commander). However, titles of subadar and
Nazim-i-suba were also used to describe a provincial
governor during this period. A Subadar (governor) was
the supreme officer of the suba.
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Subsidiary Alliance It refers to a system of political
alliance which was devised by Lord Wellesley in 1798
to expand the British empire in India. This system of
alliance, into by the English East India
Company with the Indian rulers, had a number of
domineering features. First, the Indian rulers, who
accepted this alliance, were forbidden from fighting or

entered

keeping any contact with other European or Indian
powers without the prior consent of the Company.
Second,to maintain internal peace and order the Indian
state had to maintain a contingent of British army for
which it had to surrender a portion of its territory to the
Company or pay an annual amount.Third, the Indian
state had to accept the appointment of a British resident
in its court who would oversee the affairs of the state
and its relation with the Company. In return, the
Company assured these states against all internal threats
and external invasions. Hyderabad was the first Indian
state to have accepted this alliance.For many weaker
Indian states the alliance came as a boon. However, on a
it allowed the English East India
Company to emerge as the paramount power in India.
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Sufi, Sufism

Sulh-i kul
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Sufi, Sufism It is an Arabic word which refers to
mystics (a person who seeks spiritual union with god) in
Islam. The way of striving to achieve the inner unity of
soul or mind with the ultimate divine reality or Allah by
arousing intuitive and spiritual faculties through prayer,
fasting, invoking god's name (zikr), dancing to religious
music (sama) as practiced by the sufis is called 'sufism'.
It is often suggested that the term sufi has been derived
from the word 'suf' which means wool. This derivation is
suggested keeping in view the practice among the sufis
who wore wollen garments instead of finer cotton or silk
clothes as a mark of asceticism and self denial. As a
practice sufism lays greater importance to the activities
of the inner self than on the observance of outward
religiosity. Historically, the development of sufism as a
system of thought in Islam found special favour in Persia

(modern Iran). Although its begining is traced to the
prophet and his companions.
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Sulh-i kul The expression literally means ‘'absolute
peace' or 'universal peace'. The ideal of sulh-i-kul
originated during the reign of the mughal emperor
Akbar. Abul Fazl, the author of Ain-i- Akbari, described
it as the cornerstone of enlightened rule. According to it
all religions and schools of thought had freedom of
expression but on the condition that they would not
fight amongst themselves or undermine the authority of
the state. Akbar tried to implement this ideal by
abolishing tax on pilgrimage, jizya, offering grants for
building and maintenance of places of worship, and
giving positions and awards to the officers of the state
purely on the basis of their service and loyalty to the
king and not on the basis of their religious affiliations.
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Sumptuary laws
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Sumptuary laws These laws refer to those decrees
which defined what could be worn and by whom in
early modern Europe. At a time when its society was
divided into traditional orders (or estates), these laws
emphasised the distinctions between those who were
above and those who were below. For example, a law
issued in Germany in 18th century prevented
maidservants of Brunswick from wearing silk clothes,
gold or silver ornaments and shoes. Similar laws had
been passed earlier in France and England regulating the
dress and food expenditures of different social orders.
Though there were no formal sumptuary laws in India
as in Europe, there were many places in the country
where distinguishing social codes of food and dress
existed during this time. The sumptuary laws lost their
significance begining with the 20th century due to rapid
industrialization and modernisation.
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Ta’alluqdar

Tamil

Tt

Ta’alluqdar Literal meaning of ta’alluga is connection.
Ta’alugdar means possessor of ta’alluga. The term
ta’allugdar came into existence in the second half of the
seventeenth century. They were the small zamindars.
They also enjoyed rights to collect revenue from other
zamindars and to deposit in the government. This
traditional right they enjoyed till 1856. Since they did not
have any written document, Lord Dalhousie when
annexed Awadh in 1856, retrenched their ta’allugdari
right. It indignation in the ta’alluqdari,
consequently, this led them to join the revolt of 1857.
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Taille It was a direct tax levied on the peasants in
pre-revolutionary France. It was a variant of the ‘tallege’,
which was imposed by estate owners on their unfree
tenants in medieval Europe. During the Hundred years
war between France and England in the 14th century this
tax had been greatly extended to meet the country’s war
expenses. However, since the tax was taken to be the
monetary equivalent of feudal service which the peasants
were supposed to render, the nobles and the clergy were
exempted from paying it. This caused great resentment
among the members of the Third Estate leading to its
abolition during the French revolution.
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Tainat-i Rakab The expression refers to nobles who
were usually stationed at the court to guard the emperor
and his household under the Mughals. These nobles were
duty bound to appear before the emperor twice daily (in
the morning and evening) to express their submission in
the Diwan-i-Am (hall of public audience). As a reserve
force they could also be deputed to a province or military
campaign.
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Tamil The term refers to people who inhabited the
peninsular parts of India divided into the Chera, Chola
and Pandya kingdoms since ancient times and their
language and culture. The earliest surviving writings in
Tamil, a language of the Dravidian family, are available
at present in the collections which are referred to as




Tanzim

Theragatha, Therigatha

Sangam literature. These are dated between the fifth
century BCE and the fifth century CE. (See also,
SANGAM
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Tanzim An Arabic word meaning 'organisation' refers to
the political movement started during the colonial period
(20th century) to unite Indian Muslims.
TSI Sl AT % §9 W58 1 Aeqd 39 Uik TEe ¥ ®
ST RN FEAHTT bl ThSZ F o g sffamies e (209
raTed) H 7E AT o .
e LA e e VEEL P 88 (7
L& L8 Ui Y U (Sae 12000 QLA TIGTE P
UL
Tarikh,Tawarikh These are Arabic terms which stand
for ‘history' or ‘histories’. The collections of Hadis
(Hadith) are said to be the earliest such history (Tarikh).
Subsequently, chronological accounts of rulers, states,
regions etc. also came to be included in the Tarikh.
Under the Delhi Sultans the writers of Tawarikh were
learned men and lived in cities. They also held positions
as secretaries, adminisrators, poets and courtiers. Their
main job was to recount events and advise the ruler on
matters of governance emphasising the importance of
‘just’ rule. The Tawarikh that were written during this
period are in Persian.
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Tazkiras This is a Persian term which stands for biogra-
phical accounts of saints. The Sufis used this genre to
memorialise their saints and establish the precedence of
their own order. The fourteenth-century Siyar-ul-Auliya
of Mir Khwurd Kirmani was the first sufi tazkira written
in India. It dealt mainly with the Chishti saints.
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Thera, Theri These are Pali terms used to respectively
refer to the monks and nuns of the theravada/theravadin
or the orthodox (Hinayana) school of Buddhism. (See
also, HINAYANA)
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Theragatha, Therigatha These refer to songs of
Buddhist monks and nuns which are found in the
Khuddakanikaya of the Suttapitaka compiled in c. first
century BCE. In the Theragatha verses attributed to
about 264 monks such as Sariputta and Maudgalyayana
are found recounting their experiences of attaining




Third Estate

Third World

liberation. Similarly, in Therigatha about seventy songs
composed by Buddhist nuns such as Ambapali and
Punna are found which describe their social and spiritual
experiences. (See also, THERI; THERA)
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Third Estate The term refers to one of the three classes
(estates) into which members of the French society were
divided around the time the revolution took place.
Whereas the First and the second Estates were
respectively consisted of the clergy and the nobility, the
third estate included everyone else. It comprised more
than 96 percent of the French population. However, the
third estate itself had three layers, the upper layer,
known as the bourgeoisie was consisted of the
professional class (lawyers, doctors, merchants etc.).
The second layer was consisted of skilled craftsmen and
wage earners and the third layer was consisted of the
peasants. There were strong reasons for the members of
all these three layers to feel disgruntled about the
prevailing conditions in France. Thus, they became a
major force behind the outbreak of the French
Revolution in 1789.
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Third World The expression refers to the countries
from Asia, Africa and Latin America which gained
independence from colonial domination after 1945, and
preferred not to get openly aligned with either of the two
military blocks throughout the cold war period. In this
sense, these countries became a category (non-aligned) of
their own in the bi-polar politics of the world. The
expression also came to form a part of the United
according to which the
economically developed (industrialised and capitalist)
and politically democratic countries of the West came to

be referred to as the First World whereas the
economically developed (industrialized and communist)

Nation’s  classification

countries of the East were referred to as the Second
World with the remaining countries coming within the
bracket of Third World. Third World, thus, came to
comprise a disparate group of countries many of which
were quite wealthy in terms of their economic resources,
getting  increasingly  industrialised,
democratic and some autocratic in their political
orientation while some were extremely poor. However,
as these tried to develop themselves
economically through mutual cooperation (South-South)
and also by way of drawing support from either of the
super powers or through emerging global political
frameworks like the North- South dialogue (between the
developed and the developing countries), they also came
to be referred to as ‘developing countries’. (See also,
COLD WAR; NON-ALIGHNMENT)
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Three-field System

Tipitaka, Tripitaka
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Three-field System The expression refers to an
innovative method of land use that was introduced in
Europe in the Middle Ages (11th century). The first
innovation was to switch over from an earlier practice of
cultivating one part of the field and leaving the other

fallow every year (the two field system) to a system in
which one third of the land was left uncultivated every

year while cultivating the other two parts with different
crops (the three field system). Thus, the second
innovation in the system was the planting of a new crop,
which could be oats, barley and legumes. The fields were
then rotated in a shifting pattern of cropping every year
over a three-year cycle. This allowed the soil to recover
fertility while raising production at the same time. On the
whole, the system not only marked advancement in the
agricultural practices but also contributed to greater food
availability.
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Tipitaka, Tripitaka This is a Pali term, which literally
means ‘three baskets’. The term is used to refer to the
three early Buddhist canonical texts that go by the names
of the Sutta Pitaka, the Vinaya Pitaka, and the

Abhidhamma Pitaka. So far as the contents of these
pitakas are concerned, the Vinaya Pitaka encompasses




Tirthankaras

Tirukural

the rules meant for the Buddhist monks and nuns as had
been given by the Buddha, the Sutta Pitaka, the
Buddha’s teachings on ethical and doctrinal issues, and
the Abhidhamma Pitaka, the philosophical interpretations
of the doctrines of the earlier two pitakas. According to
tradition, the Vinaya and the Sutta Pitakas had been
adopted in the first Buddhist council held at Rajgriha a
few weeks after the demise of Buddha on the authorities
of his two closest disciples, Upali and Ananda, and the
third, Abhidhamma Pitaka was formulated in the third
Buddhist council held at Pataliputra (modern Patna)
under the presidentship of Moggaliputta Tissa during the
reign of the Mauryan emperor Ashoka.
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Tirthankaras In Jainism, the term refers to those
propounders of the faith who assumed birth periodically
to show to the mankind the path of self realization or
salvation. According to the Jaina tradition, the scriptures

embodying the knowledge of the ultimate reality are
thus periodically revealed for the benefit of mankind by
the tirthankaras, who were also called the arhats. The
Jaina tradition also believes that such tirthankaras
appear in the world in different cosmic periods, which
consist of an age of evolution (utsarpini) followed by an
age of dissolution (avasarpini). There is said to have
been 24 tirthankaras who have appeared during the
modern world-period, which falls in the category of ‘an
age of dissolution’. The first of these tirthankaras is
said to be Rishabhadeva and the last Vardhamana
Mahavira who was born at Kundagrama near Vaishali
(Bihar) in 599 BCE.
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Tirukural 1t is a famous work of Tamil literature
attributed to the saint-poet Perhaps
composed in the sixth century CE it has more than 1300
kurals (couplets). These couplets are universalistic in
their message and serve as a guide to a virtuous life.
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Tithe The term refers to a tax that was paid by the
peasants for the maintenance of the church and the clergy
in Europe at the rate of one tenth of their produce from
land over the course of a year. The antecedent of this tax
goes back to a similar practice known to the ancient
Zews. Tithes had become fairly common in Europe by
the 6th century CE and compulsory in England from the
10th century onwards, which were ultimately abolished
there in the first half of the 20th century. The payment of
tithe had proved to be a major cause of discontent among
the members of the Third Estate on the eve of the French
revolution. (See also, THIRD ESTATE)
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Tolkappiyam 1t is the earliest surviving work on Tamil
grammar said to have been composed by Tolakappiyar
during the age of the Sangama (c. 500 BCE-500 CE.) in
the form of sutras (formulae) dealing with the structure
and other aspects of the language.
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Trabeated The term refers to the use of post -and-lintel
principle in the construction of a building. It involves the
use of horizontal beams or lintels which are borne up by
columns or posts.
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Triratna, Ratnatraya In Jainism, the term refers to the
three principles of right faith (samyak darshana), right
knowledge (samyak gyana) and right conduct (samyaka
charitra) which together constitute the path to salvation
(moksha-marg). Of these triratnas (literally, ‘three
jewels’), the first ratna, provides the foundation of the
ethical and spiritual life of a follower from which arises
the second ratna that leads to an enlightened
understanding of the truth. In practice this knowledge
needs to be united with the third ratzna which is consisted
of five observances (vratas). These observances are:
non-violence (ahimsa); truthfulness (satya); non-stealing
(asteya); chastity (brahmcharya); and non-attachment
(aparigraha).
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Ulema, Ulama The term refers to the class of Islamic
scholars who specialised in Muslim law, theology and
logic. It is on account of their learning (7/m) in these
areas that members of the Ulema (alim) functioned as
teachers (muallim), judges (qazis), and lawyers (mufti) in
Islamic societies and also as religious officers in Islamic
state. During the Sultanate and the Mughal period the
Ulema exercised great influence in deciding state
policies, however their influence remained moderate to
insignificant during the reigns of powerful kings like
Alauddin Khilji and Akbar. Often the Ulema as a class is
associated with the preservation of Islamic traditions
although in many instances many of them have been
pioneers of radical change.The class of Ulema is not a
priestly class as in Islamic tradition every Muslim is
entitled to lead the religious prayer. Nonetheless, as the
members of the Ulema are educated in special schools
and therefore, certified for their religious knowledge,
they hold a status similar to that of priests in Islamic
societies.
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Ulus In Mongol language the term initially referred to a
number of kin groups who owed their allegiance to a
chief. Subsequently the term also came to signify an
indeterminate area (without fixed boundary). During the
period of rapid Mongol expansion under Genghis Khan
such territories (ulus) were allocated to his four sons.
However by the middle of the 13th century the term
carried the sense of a territorial dominion as each u/us
came to be ruled by an individual dynasty.
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Umma 1t is an Arabic word which means a community.
In the specific context of Islam the word acquired
significance before Muhammad’s flight from Mecca in
622 CE (Hijra), when the major groups in Medina and
the migrants from Mecca formed themselves into a
single community (umma) through their acceptance of
Allah as the supreme God and Muhammad as His
prophet. However, in the course of time all those who

accepted Islam came to be considered as a part of the
Umma.
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Universal Adult Franchise It is a system by which all
adult citizens of a country (a modern democratic state)
are given the right to vote and elect their representatives
for governance. Howeve, the democratic
underlying this system evolved over a long period of
time as the right to vote was initially quite restricted.
Although the constitution of United States of America
was the first to recognise the concept of adult franchise,
it granted this right only to a minority of the adult
population. Similarly, despite the fact that the national
assembly in revolutionary France passed the declaration
of the rights of man, yet it took a great deal of struggle to
realise the goal of universal adult franchise in France.
For a very long time considerations of gender, property,
race, educational qualifications etc. held up the prospect
of UAF from becoming the democratic norm. Much to
the credit of the framers of the Indian constitution
universal adult franchise became one of its abiding

features from the very beginning. As of now, all adult
citizens of India above the age of 18 enjoy this right.
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Untouchability The term refers to a typical social
practice that existed in India under which specific social
groups on account of their traditional occupations of
polluting nature were considered as ‘untouchables’by
other social groups. Though the practice finds no
mention in the Vedas yet later treatises like the
Arthashashtra and Manusmriti did respectively refer to
segregation of groups performing unclean occupations
from the rest of the society. In course of time the practice
also came to involve imposition of severe social
disabilities on such groups. Despite the fact that the rise
of heterodox sects like Buddhism and subsequently the
sweeping waves of the Bhakti movement made sincere
efforts to ameliorate their condition, yet the practice
continued unawaited. In modern times serious attempts
were made both by the 19th century social reformers as
well as by Mahatma Gandhi to eradicate this social evil.
Through self respect and political
mobilisation with the adoption of constitution of India in
1950 the practice became unconstitutional. Further on the
passage of the ‘Untouchability Offence Act’ of 1955 it
became punishable by law. Successive governments in

movements




Upanayana

Upanishads

independent India have also taken many steps of
affirmative action to uplift the so called untouchable
classes.

FTEATIAT AT Y6 WG H Afda § W Th @ R i
TS T 1 9 ¢, fS8eh Siaria a9 & 9 @ @9ei &
I T WITT &9 § foRT ST a1t Bt o hIon, SIS o AT
ST G YA’ FHEAT ST A1) FE( 2T H 39 TAT T FHIg Jeerd
1 T ATt THET I THIS o ST I W ST T hl FTd Fel
TS 2| ST TAH T TR W I 3 TR hl AT ST
oIy & TS| el sllg gH S o SEATH! doif % grgwie ¥
ﬁtaﬁwﬁm%w%@ﬁ@mﬁ&aﬁrﬁ
@WWWﬁRWWW@IWWﬁ
195 TSR o HWTSl AW R HETHT e I A W3
HETSH qUS 1 gL H h T by MY ARG Hael
JATEIEHT 3T 1950 H YRA Tfae & yadq o arey UsHifaeh
ThIEAT % RV ST HT TAT STEHILT R | i & )
TEATATT 1955 H “STEGIAAT ST AT qTied fohg ST < e
TE TAT FT T TF ST SO 57 TS| g0k AT T
IR | it & § FTIA @t TEHRT 7 TP e ST ared af
T o IeT o foTT T ThIHe, Had I3 2

G S K POk L, e L1 eE s
L e o Sust &l,JJgtéul/uﬁ?J"u: Lk
S he St o KL P lé ki
JL/CWI,%;Jgt/um/»guﬁui»@/hnf&»’m’ﬁw},@/

SergunsJozsoe Vit lie U /3L e o
ST en on £ .»ﬁé’w-uffu’b u‘fu&xf.g St
ﬁf/;)uJulLu,ﬁJ..,yKJu{/“&Quﬁmalyw,ﬂffL}
onse-eGie) E OIS Sy L LS
P8 Gl U S5l 8 G L Gam 319 U
1950 o3 S A5\ e Al F SN S S
Lanr e JOI6H L PN GAL LS T
S8 b Bl (I TE D e g crf i 96L1955
& A SFL UL LT s T e o fez b6

-wérlﬁmﬁgwéécw‘fﬁLung

Upanayana Among the sacraments (sanskaras) recogni-
sed in the Hindu tradition the term stands for taking the
child to a teacher for education. Its most notable feature
rests on the belief that by performing this rite the

initiated would receive a spiritual rebirth (dvija).This
sacrament was reserved for the young male members of
the first three varnas namely the Brahmans, the
Kshatriyas and the Vaishyas with the ideal age 8, 11 and
12 respectively prescribed for their initiation. However,
there are also instances of girls having been initiated
during the Vedic times. As a mark of such initiation the
initiates (u panita) would wear the sacred thread
(vagyonpavita) which would continuously remind them
of their vow to steadfastly pursue their social religious
duties. In due course of time , as proficiency in Vedic
studies was more exclusively expected of the Brahmans,
the sacrament remained confined to the latter which is
performed to the present day.
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Upanishads It is the plural of the Sanskrit word
‘upanishad’ which means ‘sitting near devotedly’. Since




Ur

Urbanisation

the Upanishads form the last part of the Vedas these are
also called the Vedanta. The Upanishads represent the
philosophical essence of the Vedas and like the latter
were handed down the generations orally. Originally
how many Upanishads existed, is not known. Though
the muktika Upanishad provides a list of 108
Upanishads which vary in length and style of
composition. Out of these Adishankara had recognised
16 as authoritative and had written commentaries on 10,
which are Isha, Kena, Katha, Prashna, Mundaka,
Mandukya, Chandogya, Brahdaranyaka, Aitreya and
Taittiriva. The importance of the Upanishads in Vedic
studies can be gauged from the latters declaration that
‘the being that is to be known (can be had) only through
the Upanishads’.Our nation's motto Satyameva jayate is
taken from the Mundakopanishad.
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Ur The term refers to one of the three types of village
assemblies that are found in Tamil inscriptions,the other
two being the Sabha and the Nagaram. According to
some historians though the term also refers to one of the
basic units of the rural society in early medieval south

India, especially in the Cholamandalam. This was the
commonest type of village assembly which included all
classes of land holding people in the village whereas the
Sabhas and the Nagarams were exclusive assemblies of
the Brahmans and the traders and merchants respectively.
So far as the functions of the ur is concerned it dealt with
matters related to land management, irrigation, roads,
charitable endowments etc.It is also suggested that the ur
made rules for its own functioning however in case of an
issue of larger concern all the three kinds of assemblies
consulted each other to arrive at a decision.
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Urbanisation In history the term refers to the process
through which cities are formed. The earliest known
examples of cities go back to the 4th millennium BCE
when in Mesopotamia, between the river Tigris and
Euphrates, settled agriculture and surplus food
production allowed large segments of populations to
settle in concentrated areas and engage in non
agricultural activities. In the Indian subcontinent too a
largely city based civilisation developed around Harappa

and Mohenjodaro in the 3rd millennium BCE. A second
urbanisation in the Ganga Valley occurred around 6th
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century BCE on account of improved knowledge of
cultivation and the use of effective implements made of
iron. Increasing trade in grain and other manufactured
goods was both a cause and consequence of this process
of urbanisation. The growth of money economy and
minting of coins also became a hallmark of this process.
During the medieval period also the process of
urbanisation continued as new centres of political power,
trade and commerce, and pilgrimage flourished. In
modern times in the wake of the Industrial revolution
rapid urbanisation was witnessed in Europe and north
America. Consequent upon the British rule a similar
phenomenon also gradually occurred in India.
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Urf This is an Arabic word which was used to refer to
the local customs and practices that prevailed in India
during the rule of the Delhi sultans and the Mughals.
Often these urfs were readily accepted in all cases where
they did not contradict the Islamic laws (sharia). In
cases, where there were diversions, the urfs were made
acceptable through legal interpretations
(hiyal). The Fatwa al Alamgiriyya, a work of Islamic
laws, which was composed during Aurangzeb’s rule,
explains such legal interpretations helped in striking a
balance between the sharia and the urfs.
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Ushr The term refers to a type of tax that was levied on

land allotted to Muslims under the Delhi sultans and the
Mughals. The tax was usually fixed at one — tenth of the

innovative

agricultural produce if the land was watered by rain and
at one-twentieth of the produce if artificial means
bucket or wheels were employed.
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Uzhavar 1t is a Tamil word meant to refer to an
ordinary ploughman or farmer in contrast to large

landowners who are called vellal. (See also, VELLALA)
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Vaishnavism

Vajapeya
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Vaishnavism The term refers to one of the theistic
(belief in the existence of a personal God) ancient
religious traditions of India of which Vishnu is the object
of worship and devotion as the supreme God.The earliest
references to Vishnu are found in the Rigveda where he
has been adored as an aspect of Sun (savitr). In the post
Vedic period Vishnu also came to be identified with
Vasudeva Krishna, one of the ten incarnations (avataras)
which he is supposed to have taken from time to time for
the welfare of the world. According to the Gita Govinda
of Jayadev the other nine incarnations of Vishnu are the
Fish (Matsya), the Tortoise (Kurma), the Boar (Varaha),
the Man-Lion (Narsimha), the Dwarf (Vamana),
Parashram, Rama (the hero of the Ramayana), Buddha
(founder of Buddhism) and Kalki (a would be
incarnation). In its evolutionary course Vishnu was also
identified with Narayana (Supreme Being) of cosmic
character as testified by the Shatapatha Brahamana.ln
his iconographic representation usually
depicted as a four-armed person of dark blue colour
bearing in his hands a conch (shankha), a discus
(chakra), a mace (gada) and a lotus (padma).
Historically beginning with the 3rd century BCE
Vaishnavism continued to grow widely across India
through these
Krishna and Narayana. From the Gupta period onwards
temples were erected in his honour. From 8th century
onwards it became one of the important strands of Bhakti
movement. Presently it represents Hinduism in its most
popular aspect in India and abroad.
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Vajapeya The term represented a kind of sacrifice
(vajna) which was performed by kings wishing to attain
supremacy over other kings in their pursuit of the ideal
universal sovereignty. The sacrifice included a number of
fertility rites and a ritual chariot race in which the king
(rajan) raced against his kinsmen and defeated them.
Literally meant“drink of strength”, it was a sort of
rejuvenation ceremony, which not only restored strength
to the king but also raised his status from a rajan to that
of a samrat. From later Vedic times onward, as
competition among kings (tribal chiefs) increased for
political ascendency (overlordship) through war and
conquests, the sacrifice gained currency alongwith other
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sacrifices like the Rajasuya (royal concecration) and
Ashwamedha (horse sacrifice).

(See also, ASHWAMEDHA ; RAJASUYA)
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Varna The term refers to the fourfold classification of
the society in ancient India as was conceptualised first
by the Vedas.This is evident from the Purushsukta
hymn, found in the tenth mandala of the Rigveda, in
which the four classes namely; the brahmana, kshatriya,
vaishya and shudra were said to have been borne out of
the  four limbs of the primeaval being
(purusha)-brahmana from the mouth (mukham),
kshatriya from the arms (bahu), vaishya from the thighs
(uru) and shudra from the feet (padbhyam). According
to the Bhagvadgita, this classification was made taking
into account the attributes (gunas) and functional
aptitudes (karmas) of each class. It was expected that
each class would perform its assigned duties without
encroaching upon the specific duties of other classes
and thereby attain perfection. Accordingly, the specific
duties that were assigned to the brahmanas consisted of

performing sacrifices, studying and teaching of the
Vedas; for the kshatriyas protecting people and
maintaining social order; for the vaishyas engaging in
agriculture, industry and commerce and producing
wealth and, for the shudras serving the society as a
whole. Gradually this scheme of social classification
came to be associated with birth and hence acquired a
hereditary character from which grew the Indian caste
system.
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Varnasamkara

Vassals, Vassalage

Varnasamkara The concept refers to inter-mixing of
Varnas through marriage, a social phenomenon which is
spoken of by the Dharmasutras and Smritis of the post
later Vedic period. From the frequent mention of the
proliferation of intermixed castes in these texts, it is
assumed that both anuloma (where men of higher varnas
married women of lower varnas) and pratiloma (where
men of lower varnas married women of higher varnas)
marriages did take place. Although the later variety of
marriages were socially looked down upon. In certain
instances the offsprings of such marriages
considered outcastes (chandalas) or
relegated to a fifth Varna. However according to the
Manusmriti all mixed offsprings are considered as
belonging to the fourth Varna (shudra) thereby
proliferating the number of jatis (castes) within this
category. According to
offsprings of various mixed marriages enjoyed an
intermediate position between the varnas of their parents.
Although in case of the pratiloma marriages the
offsprings were given a status lower than that of either
parents. In any case the complex caste system which
came to characterise the Indian society from then on is
considered to be a result of such intermarriages giving
rise to the phenomenon of the varnasankara.

(See also ANULOMA; PRATILOMA)
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Vassals, Vassalage During the medieval period in
Europe, which is often described as the ‘age of
feudalism’,the term ‘vassal’ referred to a person, usually
a noble, who received a measure of land called 'fief
from an overlord in return for his promise of fealty
(allegiance or faithfulness) in a solemn ceremony
called*homage’. This practice of paying homage to the
overlord is known as‘vassalage’. It carried certain duties
and obligations as part of the feudal contract between
the vassal as well as the overlord. In a symbolic act
called the‘investiture’ the overlord allowed the vassal to
administer the fief and assured him of protection. The
vassal in turn had the duty to provide military service at
least for 40 days in a year and pay taxes to the lord
apart from ransom if the lord was captured by enemies
in a battle. Overall, this system of over lordship and
vassalage made up what is known as feudalism.
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Vedas, Vedic Literature

Vedas, Vedic Literature
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Vedas, Vedic Literature The word Veda literally means
knowledge. As a body of literature these are four in
number—Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva
Veda. Further more, each of these Vedas is comprised
of four parts namely, the samhitas, the brahmanas, the
aranyakas and the Upanishads. The first two of these
are designated as karma-kanda (the portion pertaining to
rituals), the third one as the upasana kanda (or the
portion relating to meditation) and the last one as the
gyana-kanda (the portion dealing with knowledge). The
samhitas are collections of sacred hymns composed in
the form of verses and are dedicated to different gods
and goddesses. The brahmanas contain details of
sacrificial rites (yajna) and are composed mostly in
prose. The aranyakas consist of mantras (sacred
formulae) and could be regarded as a supplement to the
brahmanas. Most of the Upanishads are chapters of the
aranyakas except the Isha Upanishad which forms the
last chapter of the Vajasaneyi Samhita of the Shukla
Yajurveda. The entire corpus of Vedic literature is
considered to be direct revelations from god and hence
is regarded as apaurusheya or not of human origin. For
the Hindus the Vedas comprise the ultimate truth and
are called smriti (retaining by hearing) as these were
passed down from generation to generation through oral
transmission. The Vedas were composed over a long
period as the divine truths embodied in them were
revealed from time to time to the rishis (seers) in their

state of deep meditation. Modern historians ascribe the
dates of their composition from c.1500 BCE to 600 BCE.
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Vellala

Vesara

Vellala 1t is a Tamil term which refers to agriculturists
who commanded a respectable social position during the

age of the Sangam and after in Tamilham, roughly
corresponding to modern Tamilnadu. The richer among
them usually employed labourers to cultivate their lands
whereas the poorer vellala cultivated their own fields.
Other than owning land the richer vellala also held
important positions in both the civil and military
branches of administration. Under the Cholas they were
invested with the titles 'Vel' and 'Arasu’. In the Pandya
kingdom they enjoyed the title of 'kavidi'. Often enough
these vellala pertook of the royal feasts and also shared
with the kings in their duties of war.
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Vernacular The term ordinarily refers to an indigenous
language or dialect spoken by people in a region or
country. Sometimes the term is also used in the sense to
refer to a colloquial language as opposed to classical or
liturgical (used in rituals in a religion) languages. The
use of vernacular languages as a medium of literary
expression in modern times in Europe goes back to the
Renaissance period when writers like Dante chose to
write not in Latin but in a variant of vernacular Italian
language spoken in Tuscany. In India, the use of modern
vernacular languages began much earlier as the Bhakti
saints chose to spread their ideas in the languages that

were spoken by the people in different regions of the
country. During the colonial period the British often used
this term to differentiate the Indian languages from
English and sense  of
condescension (inferiority).
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Vesara The term refers to a style of temple architecture
that originated in the northern part of the state of
Karnataka under the Chalukyas of Badami and attained
perfection during the rule of the Hoysala kings. In its
structural form the style combined the features of both
Nagara and Dravida style of temple architecture. The
Virupaksha temple situated at Pattadakal (c.733-746 CE)
represents a fine example of this style. The other
outstanding examples of this style are found at

Kukkanoor (late 10th century), Lakkundi (c.1050-
1100CE) and the Mahadeva temple at Ittagi (c. 1141CE).
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Vetti

Vihara
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Verti 1t is a Tamil term which is used to denote a tax
that was taken in the form of forced labour and has been
frequently mentioned in the Chola inscriptions.
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Vihara The term refers to primarily the place of
residence of the Buddhist monks which came into being
from the time of the Buddha himself. Initially these
residences were constructed of bamboo and reed in the
form of hearths in any natural park offered to the Buddha
by any of his wealthy followers to rest and preach his
teachings to the people of the locality during the four
months of the rainy seasons. After his demise, such
viharas began to assume more permanent character. By
the time of Ashoka viharas either constructed with bricks
or hewn out of rocks could be found in most parts of
India. Generally, a typical Buddhist Vihara was consisted
of a series of individual cells enclosing a courtyard (open
space), which served congregational purposes. The cells
on the other hand allowed the monks secure spaces for
regular practices of meditation. By the beginning of the
Christian era, when the Buddha began to be worshipped
in the form of images the viharas also tended to become
the places of worship. The walls of the caves in the

viharas were painted with the figures of Buddha,
Bodhisattavas and scenes from the Buddhas life. In
viharas belonging to the Mahayana sect one could also
find sculptures of Buddha installed for worship. Many of
these viharas were built on the famous trade routes of the
time like the uttarapatha and dakshinapatha as well as
the silk route. Some of the finest extant (existing)
examples of such viharas in present day India are found
at Ajanta on the Western ghats in the state of
Mabharashtra, the Udaygiri and Khandagiri hills of
Bhubaneswar in the state of Orissa, Nalanda in Bihar and
Nagarjunikonda in the newly created state of
Seemandhra. (See also, CHAITYAS)
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Vikrama Samvata (the Vikrama era)

Virashaivism
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Vikrama Samvata (the Vikrama era) The era beginning
in 58 BCE is traditionally associated with the Gupta king
Chandragupta II who had founded it as a mark of victory
over the Shakas and assumed the title of Vikramaditya.
Modern historians, however, find many difficulties in
accepting this tradition as this era originally known as
krta or krita, which simply meant ‘established’, had been
coming down as a tradition associated with the Malavas,
who during the time of Alexander’s invasion, lived to the
north of the confluence (meeting point) of the rivers the
Ravi and the Chenab in the Panjab and later settled in the
Malawa region of the present state of Madhya Pradesh.
The Vikrama samvat has also been adopted alongside the
Gregorian calendar as the national calendar by the
independent India.
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Virashaivism The 12th century religious reformation
movement associated with the worship of Shiva which
originated in the north western part of the modern state
of Karnataka is known by the name of Virashaivism.
Led by Basaveshwara, (popularly known as Basavanna)
also known as the Lingayata movement.
Traditionally Virshaivism is said to have founded by
five mythical acharyas who took birth from the five
faces of Shiva and had established the five great
sthavara—lingas at Balahalli (Karnataka), Ujjayini
(Madhya Pradesh), Sri Shailam (Tamilnadu), Kedara
(Uttarakhanda) and Kashi (Uttara Pradesh). Historically,
however, it was Basaveshwara who has been credited
with the beginning of this movement with the
establishment of the Shivanubhava- Mantapa, which
became the centre of the propagation of its reformative
ideas through ‘Vachnas’ (compositions in Kannada
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giving expressions to the mystical ideas of devotion to
Shiva). In its practice, Virshaivism emphasised on
panch-achara (five codes of conduct laid down for the
members of the Lingayata community) and
ashta-avarana (eight fold shields that protect the
devotees from evils of the worldly life and secure their
spiritual progress). A distinctive mark of Virshaivism is
the wearing of a linga by its followers which symbolises
the presence of god in the body energising and purifying
it continuously. In its heyday, the movement popularised
the ideas of equality of all (men and women of all
classes) and devotion to god without rituals.
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Vis,Vish

Vishishtadvaita
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Vis,Vish The term refers to the common people of a
tribe with kinship relations and also a territorial unit
constituting a number of villages during the Vedic
period. The head of the vish used to be a vishpati. With
the four-fold classification of the Vedic society gradually
acquiring a distinct character the term Vaishya as a
derivative of the term vish came to represent the third
varna with duties such as rearing cattle, doing agriculture
and trade attached to its members. (See also, VARNA)
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Vishishtadvaita The term refers to the system of
philosophy that was propounded by Ramanuja in 11th
century CE. Literally it means “qualified monism or
non-dualism”. As a system of philosophy it deals with
the relationship between Brahman (God/Ishwara) and
individual souls (atman) and proclaims that the two are
not the same though they are not separate from each
other either, and that the actual goal of the individual
soul is to surrender itself to god through devotion. This
recognition of real existence of both the material world
and human beings alongwith that of the Brahman, who is
their soul and controlling power makes Ramanuja’s
philosophy to be known as Vishitadwaita (advaita,
meaning, monism or
meaning, qualifications or conditionalities).
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non-dualism with vishesha,




Vishti

Vishti
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Vishti Technically the term refers to free or unpaid
labour. According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, kings
would employ artisans in state workshops, who were
not in a position to pay required amount of tax in cash
or kind, and keep a record of the same. Even the
Manusmriti  ordained the karukas (craftsmen) and
shudras to work for the king for a day in each month in
lieu of taxes which they cannot pay. In this sense some
historians consider vishti to be a labour tax. The
imposition of vishti as a form of ‘forced labour’ along
with other taxes from the Gupta period onwards is said
to have considerably undermined the position of the
peasantry. In some form vishti could be seen practiced
even in the medieval and modern periods. (See also,

BEGAR)
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Wali

Wazir

Ww-2z

Wali Singular of auliya. (See also, AULIYA)
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Waqia-nawis The designation referred to news writers
who worked as news reporters in provinces during
Mughal times and sent their reports to the mirbakshi
stationed in the imperial capital.
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Watan jagir During the Mughal period the term referred
to those jagirs wherein the Mughal emperors allowed the
hereditary chiefs (Indian kings) to
autonomous rule after accepting Mughal suzerainty
towards their pay and perks as mansabdars. In case the
revenue from their watan jagirs fell short of their pay in
proportion to their rank, they were also granted
additional jagirs in other parts of the empire. A watan
jagir was usually passed on from a chief to his heir
though the emperor had a right of discretion in this
regard.
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Wazir In Central Asian and Timurid tradition (the
administrative system devised by Timur) the term usually
referred to an officer under whom various heads of
departments functioned. In the initial stage the wazirs
were primarily military leaders, however under the Delhi
sultanate the wazir's department, called the diwan-i-
wizarat, dealt mainly with income and expenditure.The
authority of the wazir depended to a great extent on the
degree of importance that was attached to his office by
individual sultans. For example, the wazir's authority
became almost insignificant during the reign of Alauddin
Khilji whereas under Firoz Tuglaq the wazir's
became very prominent as the former never interfeared
with the later's administrative functions. During the
Mughal period the term wazir was sometimes replaced
by the term diwan as in the case of Akbar's reign.
Although under Jahangir the term wazir was again used.
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Yavana 1t is a Sanskrit word which has come to be used
since second half of the 1st millennium BCE.The term
was initially used to designate foreigners of Greek
origin. Subsequently, the term was also used to refer to
other categories of foreigners such as the Arabs and the
Turks. The word was probably derived from the name
of the Greek city-state of Ionia and referred to its
inhabitants, the Ionians.
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Zabt The system of fixing revenue on the basis of the
measurement of land, crop yield and the prevalent price
of the crop in the market first adopted by Sher Shah
Suri and subsequently by the Mughal emperor Akbar
was known as zabt. On his 24th regnal year, Akbar
further modified the system to make such assessments
in every 10 years.This came to be known as dahshala
system. However,the system was prevalent only in those
areas where the Mughal administrators could survey the
land and keep accounts. For example during the reign of
Akbar it was prevalent in the Doab, Punjab and Malwa.
(See also, PATTA)
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Zakat The term refers to one of the religious duties
enjoined upon all muslims under which they had to give
40th part of their annual savings to the needy and the
travellers. It is often suggested that the practice of
paying zakat was started by the Prophet himself and it
had been made obligatory for all muslims, who had
financial means, to do so.Thus essentially zakat was not
a tax to be levied by the rulers. However, during the
sultanate period Firozshah Tuglaq collected zakat as a
regular tax and kept a separate account for it although
there were instances of even influential people evading
this tax.On imports and exports particularly the muslim
traders were obliged to pay a two and half percent zakat
(alms tax) both under the Sultans and the Mughals.
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Zamindar, Zamindari

Zat

Zamindar, Zamindari 1t is originally a Persian word
which means the holder of land. In an extension of the
meaning of this term, 'the right of holding land' was
known as zamindari. In the Indian context the term
came to be first used by Amir Khusro from the 14th
century onwards (Sultanate period) to refer to the landed
aristocracy at the rural level. Under the Mughals,
especially from the time of Akbar's reign the zamindars
came to be divided into three categories: hereditary
rulers, proprietry land holders (with a legal right of
ownership over land), and revenue collectors with a
share in the produce of the land and other rights. During
the colonial period the English East India Company
ushered in a system of land revenue under the act of
permanent settlement in 1793 by which a new class of
in the Bengal
Presidency out of the highest bidders who were granted

zamindars (landlords) was created
proprietry rights over land in perpetuity. From the point
of view of the company administration this was done to
ensure the steady inflow of revenue to its treasury at
fixed rates.Perhaps there was also an idea behind it to
encourage the landlords to invest in land, expand
agriculture and contribute to rural prosperity. However,
on account of a late realisation of the failure of this
policy,the system of permanent settlement was not
extended to other parts of the company territory in
India, instead systems like mahalwar and ryotwari were
introduced.
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Zat In the Mughal Empire zat stood for the personal
rank which a mansabdar enjoyed. This rank not only
fixed the personal status of the person in the overall
mansabdari system but also the salary that he would get
as his personal pay. However, if a mansabdar with a
certain zat rank was also required to maintain a certain
number of sawars(mounted soldiers or cavalrymen) his
pay varied. During Aurangzeb’s time the pay or the
salary paid to a mansabdar with a certain sawar rank
was generally more than double of his equivalent zat
rank. This was also because during his time these
mansabdars were required to recruit and maintain more
troops to feed into the empire’s war efforts in the
Deccan region. Nevertheless, the mansabdars with zat
ranks like their sawar counterparts had also particular
obligations to discharge for which they were paid their
salaries.

(See also, MANSABDARI SYSTEM)
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Zoroastrianism
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Zikr In Sufi tradition zikr refers to divine names. The
Sufis generally remember God either by reciting the zikr
or by evoking God's presence through performance of
mystical music.
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Zimmi, Dhimmi The term is derived from an Arabic
word 'ahl aldhimmah', which means ' protected people'.
The term acquired its significance in reference to the
non-muslim subjects who lived in an Islamic state by
way of paying a tax (jizya) in lieu of the protection which
was offered by the state to their lives, property and
freedom to worship. Dhimmi status was originally

applied to Jews, Christians and Sabaeans but later on it
included Zoroastrians and Hindus also. In later context, it
was after the Arab conquest of Sind in the beginning of
the 8th century that Mohammad bin Qasim introduced
the system of imposing the jizya after classifying the
civilian people of the province who had not accepted
Islam into three categories on the basis of their income.
The details of these regulations of Qasim are found in the
book Chachnama. (See also, JIZYA)
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Zoroastrianism The pre-Islamic religion of Persia
(modern Iran) based on the teachings of the 6th century
BCE Persian prophet and reformer, Zoroaster (also
known as Zarathustra) is referred to as Zoroastrianism.
As a belief sytem it contains both monotheistic and
dualistic features in the sense that it tries to harmonize
beliefs in multiple divinities under one unifying supreme
god. Besides, it also believes in continuing conflict
between the good and the evil respectively represented

by Ahuramazda and Ahiraman. It is believed that those
who indulge in wrong doing in their lives will be




Zoroastrianism

Zoroastrianism

punished on the day of judgement when Ahuramazda
ultimately attains victory over Ahiraman. Some of these
essential ideas of Zoroastrianism enshrined in their
sacred text Zend Avesta most likely went on to influence
Judaism, Christianity and Islam.Though it was ultimately
in the wake of the Islamic conquest of Iran in the early
7th-8th century CE that the influence of Zoroastrianism
perceptibly declined and many of believers of the faith
were popularly known as the Parsis had to leave the
country.Many of those migrants had come to settle in the
west coast of the Indian subcontinent and set up an
example of coexisting with the people of India in
absolute harmony. One of the renowned places of
Zoroastrians worship in India still continues to thrive in
the town of Udvada, Gujarat.
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Notes
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