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Water Bankruptcy Report 2026  
Report Details 

 Published by: United Nations 

University – Institute for Water, 

Environment and Health (UNU-

INWEH) 

 United Nations Report: Yes 

 Published: January 2026 

 Report Title: 
o “Global Water Bankruptcy: 

Living Beyond Our 

Hydrological Means in the 

Post-Crisis Era” 

Concept of “Water Bankruptcy” 
 Defined as a condition where repeated 

water crises become chronic, and 

water systems cannot return to 

historical baselines 
 Described as being defined by both 

insolvency and irreversibility 
Insolvency 

 Withdrawal and pollution of water 

beyond renewable inflows 
 Exceeding safe depletion limits 

Irreversibility 
 Permanent damage to water-related 

natural capital 

 Includes degradation of wetlands, 

lakes, rivers 
 Makes restoration to original conditions 

infeasible 

Global Findings 
 Many countries are in “water system 

overdraft” due to overuse of 

renewable water flows 

 This reduces the natural 
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replenishment capacity of rivers and 

water bodies 

 More than 50% of the world’s large 

lakes have declined since the early 

1990s 
 About 35% of natural wetlands lost 

since 1970 
 Nearly 75% of the world’s population 

lives in water-insecure or critically 

water-insecure countries 
 Around 4 billion people face severe 

water scarcity for at least one month 

every year 
 410 million hectares of natural 

wetlands lost globally in the last 50 

years 

India-Specific Findings  
 India has only 4% of global 

freshwater resources 
 Per capita water availability has 

declined by 73% since 1951 

 Indo-Gangetic Plain identified as a 

hotspot for severe groundwater 

depletion 
 Several Indian cities face “Day Zero” 

scenarios 

Day Zero 
 Refers to the point when a city 

completely runs out of water 
 Term popularised during Cape Town 

water crisis (2018) 

Current Global Concern 
 Tehran (Iran) is facing its 6th 

consecutive year of drought. 
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Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary – 
Maoist-Free Status  
Location 

 State: Odisha 

 District: Nuapada district 

Recent Development 
 Recently declared Maoist-free 

 Improved security has helped 

conservation activities 

Wildlife Significance 
 Witnessing a significant rise in 

leopard population 
 Officials estimate over 70 leopards in 

the sanctuary 

 Identified as a proposed Tiger 

Reserve 

Tiger Status 
 2016 State Tiger Census: 4 tigers 

recorded 

 Latest National Tiger Estimation 

Report (July – previous year): No 

tigers found 

River & Drainage Importance 
 Forms the catchment area of the Jonk 

River 
o Jonk River is a tributary of the 

Mahanadi 
 Source region for: 

o Sunder River 

o Indra River 

 

                        – 

                      

        : எ    

         :        (Nuapada) 

         

                   

                            

       (Maoist-free) 

              

                      

                

                     

                    

                    

           (Leopards) 

஋                         

உ     

                         , 

o 70-               

          

            

இ           

              (Tiger Reserve) 

                   

        

 2016                    : 

o 4              

                          

       

o (                 

      ) 

o             ஋    

                 

      &                    

         (Jonk)          

       (Catchment area) 

           

o            →       

           

                         : 

o           

o           

 

Tribunal for Pennaiyar River Dispute  
Recent Development 

 Supreme Court directed the Union 

Government to constitute an Inter-

State Water Disputes Tribunal 
 Purpose: To resolve the Pennaiyar river 

water dispute between Tamil Nadu 

and Karnataka 
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 Centre instructed to issue notification 

within one month 

Tamil Nadu’s Key Arguments 
 Inter-State river water is a national 

asset 
 No single State can claim exclusive 

ownership over river water 

 1892 Agreement on Pennaiyar river 

water: 

o Declared valid and binding on 

the party States 

 Definition of a river includes: 

o Main stream 

o Tributaries 

o All streams contributing water 

directly or indirectly 

Tributary Dispute 
 Markandeyanadhi (major tributary): 

o Catchment area lies in both 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 
o Cannot be kept outside the scope 

of the 1892 Agreement 

Pennaiyar River – Geographical Facts 
 Also known as: 

o Thenpennai 

o Ponnaiyar 
o Pennaiyar (Tamil) 

 Second longest river in Tamil Nadu 
o Length: 497 km 

o After Kaveri 

 Origin: 
o Nandi Hills, Chikkaballapura 

district, Karnataka 

 Course: 
o Flows from Karnataka → Tamil 

Nadu 
o Drains into the Bay of Bengal 

 Largest Dam: 
o Sathanur Dam, near 

Tiruvannamalai 

 Delta Region: 
o River splits into a delta 

o Cuddalore town located on the 

delta 
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Archaeology & Museumisation of Tamil 
Nadu’s Heritage 
Keeladi Excavations (Sivagangai 
District)  

 Evidence of a Sangam-age urban and 

industrial civilisation 
 Carbon dating: 6th century BCE – 1st 

century CE 

 AMS (Accelerator Mass 

Spectrometry) dates confirm: 

o Literacy as early as 6th century 

BCE 
o Urban settlement along the 

Vaigai River 
 Findings: 

o Continuity of brick structures 

                      & 

                           
 

            (                )  

                    

                      

               

                     : 

o    6-             – 

   1-             

 AMS (Accelerator Mass Spectrometry) 

                    : 

o    6-    

             

எ       

o      

                  

        

                   : 



 

 
 
 
 

7 
 

o Aligned burnt-brick walls 

o Rectangular brick tanks 

(identified as dyeing vats) 

o Covered drainage using terracotta 

pipes 

o Terracotta ring wells for water 

management 

Keeladi Open-Air Site Museum 
 Location: Kondagai, Sivagangai district 

 Theme: Sangam-age urban settlement of 

the Vaigai basin 

 Six Thematic Galleries: 
1. Vaigai and Keeladi 

2. Agrarian and Water Management 

3. Ceramic Industries 

4. Weaving and Beads 

5. Sea Trade 

6. Lifestyle 

Porunai Museum 
 Location: Reddiarpatti, Tirunelveli 

district 

 Exhibits from: 

o Sivagalai 

o Korkai 

o Adichanallur 

 Highlights: 

o Underwater finds 

o Shipwreck materials 

o Lead ingots 

o Roman pottery 

 Indicates trade links with Rome, China 

& Southeast Asia 

Gangaikonda Cholapuram Museum 
 District: Ariyalur 

 Located near Brihadeesvara Temple 

(UNESCO World Heritage Site) 

 City founded by Rajendra Chola I after 

northern conquest 

 Theme: 
o Imperial legacy of Rajendra 

Chola I 

o Maritime trade 

o Diplomacy 

 Exhibits include: 

o Palace remains from 

Maligaimedu 
o War trophies 

o Sculptures 

o Inscriptions 

o Architectural fragments 
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Grand Chola Museum (Under 
Construction) 

 Location: Tamil University campus, 

Thanjavur 

 Focus: Chola dynasty’s historical 

significance 

 Centrepiece: 

o 125-foot statue of Raja Raja 

Chola I 

Naavai Museum 
 Location: Mandapam, Ramanathapuram 

district 

 Theme: Materials from Alagankulam 

excavations 
 Naavai = large ship (ancient Tamil) 

 Alagankulam: 
o Ancient port at confluence of 

Vaigai River & Bay of Bengal 
o Major Pandya trade hub (2nd 

century BCE – 5th century CE) 

o Trade with: 

 Rome 

 Egypt 

 Southeast Asia 

 Key exhibits: 

o Ship graffito (three-masted 

sailing vessel) 

o Roman amphorae 

o Arretine ware 

o Cross-inscribed seal 

 Over 13,000 antiquities → 

cosmopolitan settlement 

Maritime Tradition of Tamil Kingdoms 
 Cholas: Sustained naval policy (later 

period) 

 Early Cholas (Sangam age): 
o Active in maritime trade 

o Noted by historian K.A. 

Nilakanta Sastri 
 Pandyas: Excelled in overseas 

commerce 

 Archaeological basis: Alagankulam 

finds 

Noyyal Museum 
 Location: Perundurai, Erode district 

 Theme: Excavations at Kodumanal 

 Kodumanal (Kodumanam in 

Padhitrupathu) 

 Situated on Noyyal River 
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 Period: 5th century BCE – 3rd century 

CE 

 Known for: 

o Multi-industrial settlement 

o Semi-precious stone bead 

production 

 Materials: 

o Beryl (local – Padiyur) 

o Carnelian, agate, quartz 

o Lapis lazuli (from Afghanistan) 

→ long-distance trade 

 One of the largest Tamil-Brahmi 

potsherd collections 
 Also highlights: 

o Megalithic burials 

o Menhirs 

o Cist burials with grave goods 

(iron swords, beads) 

Mamallapuram Maritime Museum 
(Proposed) 

 Ancient name: Thirukadalmallai 

 Pallava port city 

 Flourished: 

o From Sangam age 

o Zenith under Pallavas (6th–9th 

century CE) 

 Linked Tamil region with: 

o Sri Lanka 

o Southeast Asia 

Other Museums (Proposed / Under 
Construction) 

 Dharmapuri Museum 
o Location: Adhiyaman Kottai 

o Theme: Hero stones 

 Courtallam Museum 
o District: Tenkasi 

o Materials from Tirumalapuram & 

Rajakalmangalam 

 Tamil Cultural Museum: 
Tiruvannamalai 

 Indus Gallery Museum: Egmore, 

Chennai. 

       

o                   

 13,000                         

          

→                

        

                           

          : 

o                      

        (        ) 

                 (         ): 

o        இ          

        

o                  .ஏ. 

                

               

            : 

o                      

               

                 : 

o           

           

                       

     :         , ஈ     

         

              : 

o          

           

         : 

o             

இ           

         

   : 

o          

             

        

          : 

o    5-             – 

   3-             

         : 

o                   

o                   

       உ       

          : 

o        (       – உ     ) 

o           ,      , 

          

o            

(             ) 

→                 

     -              

               – 

                  

      : 

o                 

o            

o                 



 

 
 
 
 

10 
 

 
 

(இ            , 

      ) 

                    

              (        ) 

             : 

              

                     

        : 

o                

o                  உ      

(6–9             ) 

           : 

o இ      

o                

     : 

o ECR                

       

      : 

o TTDC 

                      

(         /             ) 

                       

o இ   :         

        

o              : 

           

                        

o         :         

o           & 

              

          

               

              – 

           

                  

              – ஋      , 

      . 



 

 
 
 
 

11 
 

SBI – CHAKRA Initiative (2026) 
 Launched by: State Bank of India (SBI) 

 Launch Date: 31 January 2026 
 Purpose: Strengthen financing for 

emerging and high-technology 

industries 

What is CHAKRA? 
 CHAKRA stands for 

Centre of Excellence for Sunrise 

Sectors 
 Designed to build institutional 

capability within SBI 

Objectives 
 Assess risks and viability of sunrise & 

advanced technology sectors 
 Enable effective credit appraisal and 

financing 
 Convert complex technologies into 

bankable projects 
 Act as a knowledge and decision-

support hub 

Identified Sunrise Sectors (8) 
1. Renewable Energy 

2. Electric Mobility 

3. Green Hydrogen 

4. Semiconductors 

5. Battery Storage 

6. Decarbonisation Technologies 

7. Smart Infrastructure 

8. Data Centres 

Investment Significance 
 These eight sectors are estimated to 

require 

₹100 lakh crore capital over the next 

five years 

Why CHAKRA Matters? 
 Traditional banking models struggle 

with: 

o High-tech risks 

o Long gestation periods 

 CHAKRA bridges the gap between: 

o Technology 

o Finance 
o Policy priorities (green 

transition, digital economy) 
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Ban on Social Media for Under 15 – 
France 
Recent Development 

 France’s National Assembly has 

backed legislation to ban children 

under 15 years from using social media. 

 The proposal is part of France’s broader 

digital regulation efforts. 

Key Provisions 
 If enacted, children below 15 will be 

barred from social media platforms 
such as: 

o Snapchat 

o Instagram 

o TikTok 

 Aims to regulate age-based access to 

online platforms. 

Rationale Behind the Ban 
 Triggered by growing evidence that 

excessive social media use harms 

children’s mental health. 

 Concerns include: 

o Anxiety and depression 

o Cyberbullying 

o Addiction-like behaviour 

o Impact on cognitive and 

emotional development 

Global Context 
 France’s move reflects a global trend to 

regulate children’s online exposure. 

 Australia passed a similar law in late 

2025, restricting social media access for 

minors. 
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Mahatma Gandhi Gram Swaraj 
Initiative (2026) 
Announcement 

 Announced in the Union Budget 2026–

27 
 Focused on strengthening khadi and 

handicrafts sector in India 

Objectives 
 Improve global market linkages for 

khadi and related products 

 Provide branding and marketing 

support 
 Enhance training and skill 

development for artisans and weavers 

 Improve quality of production and 

standardisation 

Beneficiaries 
 Khadi artisans and weavers 

 Village industries 

 One District One Product (ODOP) 

programme 

 Rural youth 

Key Features 
 Streamlining existing support 

mechanisms for: 

o Skill training 

o Capacity building 

o Production quality 

 Promotes self-reliance at village level, 

aligned with Gandhian ideals of Gram 

Swaraj 

Broader Textile Framework 
 Part of an Integrated Textile 

Programme 
 Programme consists of five key 

components, including: 

o National Fibre Scheme 

o Textile Expansion and 

Employment Scheme 

Significance 
 Strengthens rural economy and 

livelihoods 
 Enhances India’s handloom and 

handicraft competitiveness in global 

markets 

 Supports Make in India and Vocal for 

Local 
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Integrated Textile Programme – Union 
Budget 2026–27 
Overall Focus 

 Strengthening India’s labour-intensive 

textile and apparel sector 
 Aims to boost: 

o Employment 

o Value addition 

o Global competitiveness 

Budgetary Support 
 Textile sector allocation increased by 

~25% compared to the previous year 

Key Components of the Programme 
1. National Fibre Scheme 

 Promotes: 

o Man-made fibres 

o Silk 

o Wool 

o Other specialised fibres 

 Encourages diversification beyond 

cotton 

2. Mega Textile Parks 
 Developed to: 

o Support technical textiles 

o Enable higher value addition 

 Integrated infrastructure approach 

3. Textile Expansion and Employment 

Scheme 
 Modernisation of traditional textile 

clusters 
 Support for: 

o Machinery 
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o Technology upgradation 

 Aims at employment generation 

4. National Handloom and Handicraft 

Programme 
 Targeted support for: 

o Weavers 

o Artisans 

 Focus on productivity and income 

enhancement 

5. Mahatma Gandhi Gram Swaraj 

Initiative 
 Strengthens: 

o Khadi 

o Handloom 

o Handicrafts 

 Focus on rural livelihoods and Gram 

Swaraj 

6. Tex-Eco Initiative 
 Promotes: 

o Sustainable textiles 

o Environment-friendly production 

 Enhances global competitiveness of 

Indian textiles 

7. SAMARTH 2.0 
 Upgrades the textile skilling ecosystem 

 Focus on: 

o Skill development 

o Employability across the value 

chain 
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o Make in India 

o             

உ         

o         உ       
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Divyangjan Welfare Initiatives – Union 
Budget 2026–27 

 Two new schemes announced to 

enhance: 

o Skill-based employment 

o Assistive technology support 

 Focus on inclusion, dignity, and self-

reliance of Divyangjans 

1. Divyangjan Kaushal Yojana 
Objective 

 Provide customised, industry-relevant 

skill training to Divyangjans 

 Promote gainful employment in 

emerging and service sectors 

Target Sectors 
 Information Technology (IT) 

 AVGC (Animation, Visual Effects, 

Gaming and Comics) 

 Hospitality 

 Food & Beverages 

Key Features 
 Training designed for: 

o Task-oriented 

o Process-driven roles 
 Courses tailored to different categories 

of disabilities 

2. Divyang Sahara Yojana 
Objective 

 Ensure timely access to high-quality 

assistive devices for eligible 

Divyangjans 

Key Implementing Support 
 Artificial Limbs Manufacturing 

Corporation of India (ALIMCO) to be 

strengthened 

 Support for: 

o Scaling up production 

o Research & Development (R&D) 

o Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

integration in assistive 

technologies 

Infrastructure & Service Expansion 
 Strengthening of PM Divyasha Kendras 

 Establishment of Assistive Technology 

Marts 
o Modern retail-style centres 

o Cater to Divyangjans and senior 

citizens 

                         – 

              2026–27  
             

                  : 

o                  

            

o                

     

                   

                    

                . 

          (Inclusion),         

(Dignity),          (Self-reliance) 

               . 

1.                          
(Divyangjan Kaushal Yojana)** 

         

                  : 

o                    

               

               

o உ                 

                

              

             

ஊ          

             

                    (IT) 

 AVGC (        ,        

஋         ,              

       ) 

              (Hospitality) 

 உ                   (Food & 

Beverages) 

                

                        : 

o             (Task-oriented) 

o                  

(Process-driven) 

           

                   

         ஏ              

             

2.                      
(Divyang Sahara Yojana) 

         

                         : 

o                

           (Assistive 

Devices) 

o                 

             

        

                   

                   , 
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Significance 
 Shifts focus from welfare to 

employment and empowerment 
 Encourages use of technology and 

innovation in disability support 
 Enhances accessibility and availability of 

assistive devices 

 
 

(ALIMCO)                 

                        : 

o உ           

           

o                 

        (R&D) 

o உ   

                  

               

(AI) எ          

                         

           

 PM                     

                

                         

(Assistive Technology Marts) 

          : 

o                   

               

                    

                    

              

         

            

          

             

                   

                      

       

                          

                    

       ஊ          

 உ   உ                  

                       

             

 

 


