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Strategic Plan 2021-2026
Priority Areas

01
Teaching & Learning

Empowering students 
to strive for personal 

growth and excellence.

02
Character & Community

Cultivating ethical, 
purposeful, and 

balanced citizens of a 
diverse community.

03
Facilities

Creating spaces to 
support innovative 

learning.

04
Finance

Stewarding resources 
to support current and 

future students.

Environmental Ethics & Sustainability
The AIS Vienna community is committed to developing an 
environmentally friendly school by raising environmental 

awareness, making environmentally friendly decisions, including 
environmental action and education in our daily routine, and 

supporting the environmental policies of Austria.

Our Mission
At the American International 
School Vienna, we empower 
each student with the skills and 
character strengths necessary 
to be positively impactful global 
citizens who strive for personal 
growth and excellence in an 
ever-changing world.

Our Vision
A community of innovative 
learners realizing their chosen 
futures with courage, curiosity, 
and joy.

Our Values
Respect
We will be kind, considerate, 
inclusive, and thoughtful in our 
interactions with others and the 
environment.

Aspire
We will pursue our passions, 
imagine possibilities, and make 
them real. 

Achieve
We will apply ourselves to the 
best of our ability with effort 
and ingenuity, and strive for 
personal growth.
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Key Facts
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STUDENTS 802 NATIONALITIES 71 LANGUAGES SPOKEN AMONG STUDENTS 48

FAMILIES 520

CLASS OF 2022 
COLLEGE
ACCEPTANCE 
RATE

100%

ALUMNI NETWORK MEMBERS 13,807 
CAMPUS AREA 45,000 m2

YEARS IN EXISTENCE 63
EMPLOYEES 194

STUDENT MACBOOKS & IPADS

1:1

ATHLETIC 
TEAMS

40
ARTS
EVENTS

55
CLUBS & 
ACTIVITIES

75
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A Letter 
from the Director

Kathy Miner, DEd
Director

We are grateful for every member of our 
alumni community that stays engaged with 
AIS Vienna, and we are thrilled to announce a 
new avenue for all of us to keep in touch! 

Over the past year, more than 13,000 alumni, 
parents of alumni, and former employees 
were migrated into our school database 
system. Transitioning these records into 
our active database has allowed us to 
offer all alumni access to an Alumni Portal, 
including an Alumni Directory with powerful 
search capabilities that will eventually let 
alumni connect based on graduation year, 

university attended, degree received, current 
career field, current city, etc. Access to 
such a database is extremely unique in the 
international school community. We are 
thrilled to see many of our alumni already 
taking advantage of the system, and we 
hope to be able to expand access to other 
stakeholder groups in the future. 

With pandemic-related restrictions lifted, 
I hope to welcome many of you back to 
campus this year!
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A Letter from the
Community Engagement & 
Advancement Coordinator

Stephanie Hilliard
Community 
Engagement & 
Advancement 
Coordinator

An excellent school is continuously improving. We are always looking for 
ways to thoughtfully pursue new ideas, new possibilities and new ways 
to be the best version of ourselves. Our 5-year Strategic Plan was built 
on feedback we gathered from across all stakeholder groups, including 
alumni, to write another chapter of the AISV story. In the 2022-2023 
school year, we are implementing Year 2 of our AIS Vienna Strategic 
Plan and continuing our ongoing journey on behalf of current and future 
AISV students.

Alumni may be familiar with many of our areas of focus, since they 
represent values that have always been ingrained in AIS Vienna’s 
culture. Some of this year’s Strategic Plan areas of focus include:

• Where possible, implement adaptive and personalized program 
delivery structures with a focus on different abilities and interests.

• Develop a PK-12 philosophy of assessment with a commitment 
to academic rigor and the pursuit of student-centered learning 
through personal relevance, choice, autonomy and creation

• Assist students to identify academic, cultural and service 
opportunities to take action as ethical and purposeful citizens for 
intellectual enrichment and exposure to diverse perspectives. 

• Create a community-wide philosophy and integrated program to 
reinforce strategies and skills that contribute to the emotional, 
physical and intellectual well-being of each student

• Assist students to identify and develop areas of personal interests, 
athletics, academic skills and life/career aspirations specific to a 
course of study. 

Giving thanks and expressing gratitude is one of the oldest concepts 
in society. It reminds us of how special and beautiful our lives are 
even when we are faced with challenging, stressful, or overwhelming 
situations. In this season of gratitude, I would like to take a moment to 
express my deepest thanks to all of our alumni who continue to engage 
with AIS Vienna today. As globally mobile students, you came together 
in your youth to build friendships and build common understandings. As 
internationally minded alumni, you have carried your friendships with 
you as you have moved around the world. AIS Vienna made you a family 
and we are here to keep you connected to our ever-growing community.
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Wie geht’s? Ich hoffe, ihr seid 
gesund und freut euch alle auf 
die kommende Wintersaison 
(Sommer für die Südliche 
Halbkugel alumni).

Welcome to the next issue 
of our online newsletter, the 
GlobeSpotter. So much has 
happened during the past 
year. We tried capturing some 
of those events and scenes 
in this edition, with articles 
and pictures. Whether on or 
off campus, the AIS Vienna 
community has lots to tell. 
I hope you enjoy the ride 
through the pages while 
reminiscing about the good 
old days.

As an AIS Vienna alumni, you 
are part of a very special 
community. We will always 
be here to help and brace 
you whenever and wherever 
we can. Be assured that we 
appreciate all your support 
and look forward to your 
continued involvement 
with the AIS Vienna family. 

If you have any questions 
concerning updating your 
address, tracking classmates, 
upcoming reunions, how you 
can give back to AIS Vienna, 
or simply promoting the good 
name of our school, please 
contact us.

Remember to drop by the 
school whenever you are in 
Vienna or the 19th district. 
AIS Vienna keeps on changing 
constantly. There is always 
something new to see or 
a teacher to visit. Make an 
appointment with me and I will 
take you around while we talk 
about the past and look into 
the future together. Visitations 
to the campus are possible 
only upon an appointment. 
Hence, do not forget to get in 
touch with the Alumni Office 
to schedule your visit. 

Until we meet, stay in touch, 
stay safe, and keep spreading 
that incredible Knights’ spirit 
wherever you go.

A Letter from the
Alumni Affairs Manager

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87
Alumni Affairs Manager
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My Dear AIS Vienna Alumni,

Servus from Salmannsdorf!
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24 Class of 1960+/- Reunion, January 2022 via Zoom
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New Look, Same Great School!
The rebrand process has been extensive and 
ongoing. In consultation with the company, Studio du 
Nord (owned by an AISV Alumnus), that has specific 
expertise in design and brand identity, we have been 
able to update our AIS Vienna brand in a way that will 
help us stay competitive, be versatile, attract a new 
audience, stay current and relevant, stand out from 
the crowd, increase legibility, and evolve our brand, 
while remaining true to who we are as an institution.

New AIS Vienna branding will continue to be 
implemented across the school as we work through 
regularly scheduled document review cycles during 
the remainder of this school year and beyond. This 
transition process is ongoing, and will continue to be 
a priority for the school.

AIS Vienna Rebrand Background & Process
For anyone interested in background information on 
the rebranding process, please watch this video.

We are proud of the work that has taken place to 
date, and look forward to the continued roll-out of 
our new AIS Vienna branding and design elements 
that you will notice throughout the school and in our 
AIS Vienna marketing and communication.

AIS Vienna: 
Rebranded
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With the completion of our AIS Vienna Strategic Plan in May 2021, along with 
the roll out of our new mission, vision & values, we also used the opportunity to 
undergo an institutional rebrand process.

JT Hilliard ‘05
Marketing & 
Communication 
Manager

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16i9PtDMO8YvnxO4khYxMKMghDZASGN2b/view?usp=sharing
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How AIS Vienna Continues to Raise 
the Bar for Sustainable Education

AIS Vienna: 
A School
of the 
Future Our Green Initiatives

Located in the beautiful greenery of the Vienna 
Woods, AIS Vienna is inherently linked with nature. 
We continuously prioritize sustainability in our vision 
for the future. Most recently, we installed charging 
stations for e-cars and e-bikes. Members of the AIS 
Vienna community can now charge e-bikes cost-
free, and employees have easier access to green 
options for their daily commute. In addition, two 
school vehicles have been replaced with e-cars. 
These newest green improvements add to on-
campus solar panels (offsetting 75 tons of CO2 
annually), LED lighting system (which has reduced 
electricity consumption by 20%), heating efficiency 
measures, and intuitive cooling systems. We use a 
campus wide printing system that limits the overuse 
of paper. An overall conscious effort also aims to 
eliminate as much plastic as possible and switch 
to biodegradable alternatives across the premises, 
such as on the artificial turf sports field, where olive 
seeds have replaced the micro plastic pellets, and in 
the cafeteria, where AMA certified local products are 
prioritized to reduce transport and CO2 emissions.

New Year, New Gear
At AIS Vienna, we believe technology and innovative 
practice stimulates curiosity and creativity, inspires 

the joy of discovered passions, and provides 
students with the tools and skills to confidently meet 
future challenges. We see technology as fundamental 
in providing equal access to learning for all students. 
As of this school year, AIS Vienna is now a 1:1 Apple 
device school.

All Eyes On The Future
One of the most important ways we continue to 
support student success is by tailoring the school 
environment to best suit learning and growth. This 
past summer, the school’s administration was hard at 
work implementing the latest facilities improvements. 
This school year we celebrate renovations of Grade 
1, Grade 8, MS Learning Support, our music rooms, 
our Outdoor Classroom, installation of 60+ new LCD 
SMARTboard screens in all classrooms, along with 
recent renovations to our Elementary School Science 
& Innovation Lab and both of our libraries. Future 
projects aim to expand outdoor learning spaces and 
build new facilities that will continue to connect 
students to nature and the environment and ensure 
that this is part of their learning.

Learn more about giving back to AIS Vienna through 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

The American International School Vienna has a long tradition of striving for excellence in education 
that spans more than six decades. While certain values, like fostering a respectful environment, 
inspiring students to achieve their goals, and establishing a sense of community remain, a 
modern world needs a modern approach to education. In order to help our students grow into 
responsible global citizens, AIS Vienna is dedicated to making sustainability a part of our identity. 
“Environmental friendliness is not only part of classroom learning across all divisions, but it is also 
part of the learning that takes place outside our formal curriculum in various student clubs and 
activities,” says Benjamin Kuscher, AIS Vienna Business Manager.
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United Nations 
Learning
Our Elementary School UN 
and Sustainable Development 
Goal learning has taken place 
throughout the school year 
in the Elementary School. We 
culminated this learning with a 
wonderful ES assembly in the 
Mike Maloy Gym, which included 
guest speaker Martin Nesirky of 
the UN Information Service and 
watching student performances, 
along with the UN Rights of the 
Child recited by students from 
every ES grade level.

Global Builders: Habitat for Humanity
The Global Builder team of thirteen enthusiastic High School students 
and two teachers traveled to Braga, Portugal this year to build AISV’s 
thirteenth Habitat project. They worked for three days. The task 
of their team consisted of cleaning up an old carpentry that will be 
transformed into six independent apartments for six families. Four of 
the units will be for refugee families and two for local families in need. 
This was a remarkable experience, not only to be able to help others 
less fortunate with their own hands, time, and effort, but also to bond as 
a group of young people who understand that together they can make 
a difference. The students came back with a sense of pride for what 
they had accomplished and learned. AIS Vienna has been involved with 
this project in northern Portugal since 2008 (previously with Habitat for 
Humanity).

In addition to their construction efforts, they visited several cultural 
sites. In Braga, they toured the city center and the Sé de Braga, one of 
the oldest cathedrals in the country. Visited Bom Jesus do Monte where 
they ran and walked up 650 steps to reach the monument overlooking 
the city. Finally, in Porto, the group received a tour of the Stock 
Exchange Palace, a World Heritage monument.

It is remarkable how our international team of AIS Vienna students could 
work so joyfully to make such an impact on the lives of families whom 
they had never met before. We are thankful to be able to experience our 
students’ commitment and enthusiasm to make a difference to improve 
the lives of others. As one team member put it, “Hands build a house, 
but putting our hearts into action, builds a home.”

Celebrating Achievement: Our IB Results
Congratulations to the 58 students who completed their International 
Baccalaureate (IB) exams and coursework this past spring!

AIS Vienna had a fantastic 100% Diploma pass rate with students earning a 
37.38 average total score, and our average course score was 5.9. We had 
23 students who scored 40-45 points including one student who earned a 
perfect 45/45.

The Class of 2022 should be proud of their accomplishments, especially 
considering the challenges they faced over the past few academic years. 
We know their IB experience has prepared them well for university and the 
future.

Congratulations to our students! We’re so very proud of you!
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Knights Run
the Night
For the 10th year, AISV Cross 
Country teams participated in 
the Vienna Night Run. Over 80 
students and family members 
joined the 14,000 runners who ran 
5k around the Ringstrasse. Thank 
you to our coaching staff who 
prepared and kept the runners 
safe throughout the race.
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throughout the school year 
in the Elementary School. We 
culminated this learning with a 
wonderful ES assembly in the 
Mike Maloy Gym, which included 
guest speaker Martin Nesirky of 
the UN Information Service and 
watching student performances, 
along with the UN Rights of the 
Child recited by students from 
every ES grade level.

Global Builders: Habitat for Humanity
The Global Builder team of thirteen enthusiastic High School students 
and two teachers traveled to Braga, Portugal this year to build AISV’s 
thirteenth Habitat project. They worked for three days. The task 
of their team consisted of cleaning up an old carpentry that will be 
transformed into six independent apartments for six families. Four of 
the units will be for refugee families and two for local families in need. 
This was a remarkable experience, not only to be able to help others 
less fortunate with their own hands, time, and effort, but also to bond as 
a group of young people who understand that together they can make 
a difference. The students came back with a sense of pride for what 
they had accomplished and learned. AIS Vienna has been involved with 
this project in northern Portugal since 2008 (previously with Habitat for 
Humanity).

In addition to their construction efforts, they visited several cultural 
sites. In Braga, they toured the city center and the Sé de Braga, one of 
the oldest cathedrals in the country. Visited Bom Jesus do Monte where 
they ran and walked up 650 steps to reach the monument overlooking 
the city. Finally, in Porto, the group received a tour of the Stock 
Exchange Palace, a World Heritage monument.

It is remarkable how our international team of AIS Vienna students could 
work so joyfully to make such an impact on the lives of families whom 
they had never met before. We are thankful to be able to experience our 
students’ commitment and enthusiasm to make a difference to improve 
the lives of others. As one team member put it, “Hands build a house, 
but putting our hearts into action, builds a home.”

Celebrating Achievement: Our IB Results
Congratulations to the 58 students who completed their International 
Baccalaureate (IB) exams and coursework this past spring!

AIS Vienna had a fantastic 100% Diploma pass rate with students earning a 
37.38 average total score, and our average course score was 5.9. We had 
23 students who scored 40-45 points including one student who earned a 
perfect 45/45.

The Class of 2022 should be proud of their accomplishments, especially 
considering the challenges they faced over the past few academic years. 
We know their IB experience has prepared them well for university and the 
future.

Congratulations to our students! We’re so very proud of you!
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MS & HS Sing Unified for the First Time 
this School Year
This past fall the AISV choir Mini-Pops concert took place in the school 
theater. Four choir classes sang an assortment of ten songs all organized 
and taught by Mrs Kathy Heedles (aka Siebel). Parents of many students 
came together and watched. After a number of songs performed by the 
Middle and High School students, the concert ended with a unified piece 
called “Sing” by the renowned group Pentatonix. 8th grader Alexander 
Shchienko stated the choir concert was “magical” and definitely what 
he expected. He said he put his “heart and soul into the music.” He said, 
“Overall we had an excellent performance.” 6th grader Margherita Costa 
said, “I’ve never been in a choir concert before so it was amazing to 
participate.” When asked about the concert, Mrs Heedles responded, 
“The kids having a meaningful experience is really my central goal.” She 
added that kids are often afraid to perform alone, so “I am proud of them 
when they feel they have done their best and offer their music to an 
audience.”
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IB Theater Students Travel to London
The IB Theater students traveled to London for the first in-person 
International School Theatre Association (ISTA) trip since 2019! The 
students worked for three days with industry professionals exploring 
different world theater traditions, such as Bharatanatyam and British 
Pantomime, as well as engaging in practical workshops such as staging 
play texts and collaboratively creating original theater. The directors and 
performance creators from theater companies, ‘Smoking Apples’ and 
‘Moon Fool’, were able to guide the students through some truly creative 
practical experiences. This was tied together with workshops on how 
to draw their learning and experiences together to create meaningful 
moments that can be used and developed in the creation of their IB 
Theater coursework. The evenings were spent watching live theater 
from the heart of London’s glittering West End as they were able to 
experience a performance of ‘Dear Evan Hanson’ and ‘The Crucible’ at 
The National Theatre.

The Middle School Times
A group of 11 MS students worked hard to put together another fabulous 
issue of “The MS Times”. We applaud the hard work and dedication of 
our students. The collaboration with the MS Journalism class continues 
this year too. Read the newspaper here: The MS Times - Fall Issue’22.

PTF Halloween 
Trunk o’ Treat
Once again, our AISV community 
came together to ensure our 
students enjoyed a Halloween 
celebration that would make for 
special memories of their time 
at AISV, the highlight of course 
being the wonderful PTF Trunk o’ 
Treat in our Bus Parking Lot.

Grade 3 
Endangered 
Animal Research 
Celebration
Grade 3 celebrated the research 
they have been doing on 
various endangered animals and 
developing solutions to help these 
animals and their ecosystems. 
The AISV community was able to 
stop by their classrooms to listen 
to our students’ presentations. 
This culminated their work in 
Reading Workshop and Science. 
They have and still are collecting 
small donations to send to 
the World Wildlife Fund, an 
organization that is dedicated 
to restoring species and their 
habitats. This is a student run 
initiative. 

Here is a link to the impact our 
donations can have on helping 
these endangered animals:
https://www.wwf.org.uk/
fundraise/where-your-money-
goes.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQRpNA3xQ7HLtLSCCRW042pWvbOWkcG5/view
https://www.wwf.org.uk/fundraise/where-your-money-goes
https://www.wwf.org.uk/fundraise/where-your-money-goes
https://www.wwf.org.uk/fundraise/where-your-money-goes
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Advertisements 
on Facebook
This private Facebook group 
is our free online community 
“Craigslist” or “Willhaben”, filled 
with information about local 
housing for our new faculty and 
staff as well as information about 
childcare, jobs, items for sale, etc. 

The AIS Vienna 
YouTube Channel
Want to see the school in action? 
Feel the Knights’ spirit again 
with concerts, events, and even 
athletics live streaming on the AIS 
Vienna YouTube Channel.

AIS Vienna School 
Stories
For more fantastic, fun, and 
interesting news and stories from 
AIS Vienna, take a look at our 
School Stories on the AIS Vienna 
website.
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View from the Hill
View from the Hill is the AISV 
extended community newsletter. 
Whether you are an alum, a 
retiree, a former parent, the 
grandparent of a current student, 
someone interested in joining the 
AISV family, or just a friend of 
AISV, sign up to peek inside our 
community of innovative learners 
realizing their chosen futures with 
courage, curiosity, and joy.

High School Career Fair
In March of last school year, we welcomed almost 50 volunteers to 
campus for the High School Career Fair. We are so grateful to the 
parents, alumni, and extended community members who so graciously 
gave the gift of talent to support our students. Opportunities such as 
these are extremely valuable and embody our core value of Aspire, as 
we help students pursue their passions, imagine possibilities, and make 
them real.

It was fantastic to see our High School students actively engaged in their 
sessions and asking insightful questions.

AIS Vienna Math Teams
The Junior and Senior math teams participated in the annual 
International Schools Mathematics Teachers Foundation (ISMTF) 
competitions. These events attracted 214 students in the Senior 
competition and 260 students in the Junior competition from 
International schools in Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. Our 
students represented AISV wonderfully with some individual students 
and teams ranking high in both competitions. Students from both 
teams also participated in a Pi Day Contest, organized by the American 
Embassy School in New Delhi, India. Our team came first and won the pie 
competition.

Grade 1 Native German Award Winner
Jaspar, Grade 1 Native German student, read an article with great 
interest about wolves in the “Mini Spatzenpost”, an Austrian magazine 
for schools that our Grade 1 native speakers read monthly. Jaspar 
followed an invitation at the end of the article by WWF to design a 
‘Wald-Box’ (forest box) and enter a competition. With a lot of enthusiasm 
and attention to detail Jaspar created his piece of art. His teacher, Mrs 
MacWilliams, submitted photos of Jaspar’s Wald-Box to WWF - and 
Jaspar won the competition: the prize was stuffed wolf keychains for 
the whole class! Needless to say Jaspar’s classmates were really excited 
about the prize but most of all they were very impressed by Jaspar’s 
beautiful Wald-Box, were interested in his creative process, and gave 
Jaspar a lot of positive comments and feedback. Congratulations, 
Jaspar! (Photo on opposite page).

https://www.facebook.com/groups/aiscommunityads
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.ais.at/about/school-stories
https://www.ais.at/about/school-stories
https://www.ais.at/about/view-from-the-hill
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Congratulations, Graduates!
The 62nd Commencement Ceremony of the American International School Vienna for the 
Class of 2022 took place on June 4, 2022 at the beautiful Palais Liechtenstein. During 
another challenging school year, our Seniors found new ways to learn, grow, connect, and 
express themselves and have met challenges with curiosity and courage. We celebrate their 
accomplishments and their time with us at AIS Vienna. We know they have cultivated important 
skills and values for a successful future. They are truly a community of innovative learners 
realizing their chosen futures with courage, curiosity, and joy.

The universities are too many to list here but a snapshot of acceptance around the world 
include, in the UK, Imperial College London, King’s College London, Royal College of Music, 
University of Cambridge, University of London, University College London, University of St. 
Andrews and University of Warwick. In Europe seniors were accepted at Ecole Hoteliere de 
Lausanne in Switzerland, Bocconi in Italy, ESADE in Spain, Webster Vienna Private University 
in Austria, KU Leuven in Belgium, Charles University in the Czech Republic as well as at the 
University of Amsterdam, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Leiden University and Vrije University 
Amsterdam in the Netherlands. In North America, acceptances included Barnard College, Boston 
University, Cornell University, Emerson College, New York University, Princeton University and 
the University of Washington. In Asia seniors were accepted to the Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University as well as Queen Mary’s College in India.

Many thanks to our amazing counselors who supported seniors and their parents in their search 
of their best fit universities to ensure a successful year and transition to university. Thank you to 
our faculty who guided students through the academic challenges of their senior year.

The full graduation ceremony was recorded and can be seen here. Congratulations to the 
graduates of the Class of 2022!

Retiring Staff and Faculty 
People are at the center of our work, and AIS Vienna has said goodbye to a great number of 
faculty and staff who had huge impacts on our program. In June 2022, we said farewell to 
3 beloved faculty members. We wish them the very best in their future endeavors and look 
forward to seeing them again someday.

Once a 
Knight, 
always a 
Knight!

December 2022 GlobeSpotter20 December 2022GlobeSpotter 21

ES/MS/HS Substitute, IA & MS PE Teacher MS Science Teacher

School Nurse

https://youtu.be/3imTOi5Z0t4
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Edward John 
Micka Sr.
We learned of his passing from 
his daughter Sally Micka Martin 
‘81. He taught math at AIS Vienna 
late 1979 till 1981. Known for his 
friendly smile, patience with the 
students, and smartness, he is 
missed. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family and friends. 
Servus Mr. Micka, may your soul 
rest in peace!

Sad Farewells

Bruce
Kochanek ‘74
We learned of his passing 
from his school friend Kent 
Troy ‘75, who said that Bruce 
truly loved his experience at 
AIS Vienna. His wife Francie 
posted the following on her 
Facebook page: “The love 
of our life, my sweetheart 
since I was 16 has just passed 
away. Bruce - my darling is 
with Jesus and our family 
in Heaven. Bruce is the 
strongest, kindest person I 
know, and it’s a miracle we 
had so much time with him 
despite everything he went 
through. My heart is broken.” 
Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his family and friends. 
Servus Bruce, may your soul 
rest in peace!

The photo above is from 
Bruce’s daughter Victoria’s 
university graduation, who 
is also an AIS Vienna alumni 
(Class of 2007).

John R.
Devine ‘64
We learned of his passing 
from his sister, Kate Williams, 
who said that John’s time 
at AIS Vienna was among 
the happiest in his life. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
his family and friends. Servus 
John, we miss you!

Cécile (Farmer) 
Casali ‘07
Another alumni gone too 
soon. She fought hard and 
bravely, but unfortunately 
lost her battle with cancer 
just 4 months after giving 
birth to her second daughter. 
Cécile was full of life with so 
many plans for the future. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and friends. Servus 
Cécile, you are dearly missed!

Linda Gregor
Linda, former Receptionist, 
passed away on June 23, 2022. 
The friendly face and soul of AIS 
Vienna was at the reception from 
1989 until 2011. A lovely lady who 
knew the school well, patiently 
answering endless questions 
on the phone, as well as to the 
parents standing in front of her, 
singing in choirs with her beautiful 
voice, attached to her Canadian 
and Austrian families back home 
and in Niederösterreich. She 
was a team player, smart, and 
fun to be around. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to her family 
and friends. May your soul rest 
in peace, dear Linda. You will be 
dearly missed. Bussi!

Wolfgang Marc 
Berry ‘77
What a talent he was: pop and 
schlager singer, songwriter 
and multi-instrumentalist 
who was a member of Blue 
Danube, the group founded 
to represent Austria in the 
Eurovision Song Contest 
in 1980, before pursuing a 
successful solo career. He 
was the son of Christa Ludwig 
and Walter Berry, both world 
famous Kammersänger. What 
a human being he was: nice, 
sweet, smart, easy going, 
welcoming, fun and a 100% 
AISVer (wife is an AISV alum, 
son is an AISV alum). Servus 
Wolfi, you are dearly missed, 
aber wir werden dich nie 
vergessen!

Barbara Adams
Mrs. Adams, former Elementary 
School Teacher and Principal, 
passed away on January 16, 2022. 
What a special person she was. 
Sweet, smart, funny, easy going, 
team player, perfect leader, simply 
loved her family, her job, her 
students, and Wien. Our thoughts, 
memories, and prayers are with 
the whole Adams family (Janis, 
Doug, and Mr. Adams, all AIS 
Vienna alumni). Auf wiedersehen 
und Servus Mrs. Adams. You are 
dearly missed!
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Rudolf “Rudy” 
Fischer
Herr Fischer, former German and 
Latin Teacher, passed away on 
January 30, 2022. He was one of 
the first teachers AIS Vienna hired 
in 1959, and one of the few who 
taught in the Bauernfeldgasse as 
well as the Salmannsdorferstrasse 
campuses. He was a teacher 
“mit Leib und Seele”. Smart, fun, 
intelligent, open to interesting 
conversations, and a team player. 
Well known for his signature, 
“the fish”, on all the school tests 
and homework. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family 
and friends. Auf Wiedersehen 
Herr Fischer, wir werden Sie sehr 
vermissen aber nie vergessen!

Gregory Blackley
Mr. B. started his school career 
in the Elementary School and 
throughout his years at AISV 
occupied positions in the Middle 
and High School, as well as the 
Business Office. He loved his 
job, the students, and Wien. Our 
thoughts, memories, and prayers 
are with his family and friends. 
May his souls rest in peace. 
Servus and Auf Wiedersehen. Wir 
werden dich sehr vermissen!
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Cécile, you are dearly missed!

Linda Gregor
Linda, former Receptionist, 
passed away on June 23, 2022. 
The friendly face and soul of AIS 
Vienna was at the reception from 
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knew the school well, patiently 
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voice, attached to her Canadian 
and Austrian families back home 
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fun to be around. Our thoughts 
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Wolfgang Marc 
Berry ‘77
What a talent he was: pop and 
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and multi-instrumentalist 
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Danube, the group founded 
to represent Austria in the 
Eurovision Song Contest 
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Wolfi, you are dearly missed, 
aber wir werden dich nie 
vergessen!

Barbara Adams
Mrs. Adams, former Elementary 
School Teacher and Principal, 
passed away on January 16, 2022. 
What a special person she was. 
Sweet, smart, funny, easy going, 
team player, perfect leader, simply 
loved her family, her job, her 
students, and Wien. Our thoughts, 
memories, and prayers are with 
the whole Adams family (Janis, 
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Rudolf “Rudy” 
Fischer
Herr Fischer, former German and 
Latin Teacher, passed away on 
January 30, 2022. He was one of 
the first teachers AIS Vienna hired 
in 1959, and one of the few who 
taught in the Bauernfeldgasse as 
well as the Salmannsdorferstrasse 
campuses. He was a teacher 
“mit Leib und Seele”. Smart, fun, 
intelligent, open to interesting 
conversations, and a team player. 
Well known for his signature, 
“the fish”, on all the school tests 
and homework. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family 
and friends. Auf Wiedersehen 
Herr Fischer, wir werden Sie sehr 
vermissen aber nie vergessen!

Gregory Blackley
Mr. B. started his school career 
in the Elementary School and 
throughout his years at AISV 
occupied positions in the Middle 
and High School, as well as the 
Business Office. He loved his 
job, the students, and Wien. Our 
thoughts, memories, and prayers 
are with his family and friends. 
May his souls rest in peace. 
Servus and Auf Wiedersehen. Wir 
werden dich sehr vermissen!
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A Unique Discovery
This Alumnus Really Rocked!

I was recently contacted by the “Robby 
Steinhardt Foundation” from the 
United States. They were trying to find 
information about a former student they 
believed attended AIS Vienna, because 
they found a t-shirt with our logo on it 
amongst his belongings after he passed 
away.

A search through our database, yearbooks, 
archived photos, etc. confirmed that a 
Robert Eugene Steinhardt ‘68 did indeed 
attend AIS Vienna. And this Robby we 
are talking about was a rock violinist and 
singer best known for his work with the 
group Kansas, for which he was the co-
lead singer (front man) and MC. Back in 
the 80s here at AIS Vienna, Kansas was 
very popular. Their music played at our 
dances, on our trips, at the Prom, nonstop. 
If we only knew then that the co-founder 
of the group was one of us...

I never met Robby personally, I didn’t even 
know he was an AIS Vienna Knight until 
the Steinhardt family contacted me, but it 
sure would have been really cool to have 
him back on campus rocking on one of our 
stages. I would like to leave you guys with 
one of their most popular songs, “Dust in 
the Wind”, while wishing you all a fantastic 
upcoming year.
 
Servus, 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ‘87
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH2w6Oxx0kQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH2w6Oxx0kQ
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John Betts ‘70
Did you know that McDonald’s 
Canada is one of the most 
advanced and state-of-the-art 
organizations thanks to John? 
He achieved and sustained 
strong business momentum with 
significant increases in annual 
sales and guest counts, driven 
by his pursuit of market-leading 
innovations in guest experience 
for the quick-service restaurant. 
Under his leadership, McDonald’s 
Canada modernized the look, feel 
and function of the majority of 
its more than 1.400 restaurants 
across the country. John started 
with the company 50 years ago as 
a crew member in New York and 
has retired in 2020.

Unnur
Björnsdóttir ‘76
Here is a photo from a mini 
reunion after 46 years with Wanda 
Broeshardt ‘76 in Barcelona.

Anton
Wendrinsky ‘78
A small reunion of some old 
friends from the class of 78/79 at 
a very special Restaurant called 
Zazatam.  During the great time 
we spent there, we enjoyed a five 
course menu through the tastes 
and flavors of the world, called “a 
bit of everything“. Mahlzeit!

AIS Vienna Austro reunion with 
Thomas Binder, Steve Willkinson, 
Alex Gerstl, Michi Geutner and 
Toni Wendrinsky. With us on 
board Gabriele Binder and Zlata 
Wilkinson.

A blast from the past.

Warren Brickell ’67
Here is a photo from a mini 
reunion of Cookie, Warren, and 
Joan.
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Kari (Gribble) 
David ‘78
My husband John and I 
celebrated our fortieth 
anniversary in September 2022. 
We’ve raised our three children 
here in Maryland. All three kids 
live within an hour and a half 
drive from us and between them, 
we have five grandchildren. 
Getting back to Vienna is on my 
bucket list and I hope to make 
the journey with Lucy Barkanic 
Cadwallader. That would be an 
amazing vacation. 

The photo above is of Lucy 
Barkanic Cadwallader, myself, 
and my brother Mark Gribble ‘74. 
They were taken at my daughter’s 
wedding in Annapolis, Maryland.

Sean-Mun
Liang ‘78
Hi everyone. So, what’s all this 
then?  This message is just to 
let you know that Christel and I 
have moved yet again. We are no 
longer in the German-speaking 
part of Switzerland (Basel) but 
have moved back to the French-
speaking part (near Lausanne).  
We have made quite a few big 
moves in our lives, and I can now 
say, with some certainty, that we 
don’t intend to move again. This is 
where we’re going to stay. We like 
to stay in touch with our family 
and friends from wherever we’ve 
been all over the world.  This has 
been extremely enriching and 
rewarding and we look forward to 
remaining in touch. To remind you 
what we look like, here is a photo 
of Christel and me when we were 
traipsing around Iceland. Take 
care and don’t be a stranger!
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“
Best educational experience of my life!

”
Carrie Balano Heningham, Class of ‘79
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William “Bill”
Gillcrist ‘80
Bill sent some photos with Manfred, 
Henny, and Hans. We like these two the 
most.

Lars Bespola ‘82
I had the pleasure of hanging out with the 
present AIS Vienna Middle School and 
High School Honor Orchestras in Brussels 
at the AMIS Honor Orchestra Festival. We 
all had a great time there.

I attended AISV with my brother Doug from 
December 1975-June 1977 while my father 
served as the senior Marine for the Marine 
Corps Guards at the American Embassy 
in Vienna. I graduated from Battery Creek 
High School in Beaufort, South Carolina in 
December 1977 and attended college at 
the University of South Carolina. I decided 
to join the United States Army in August 
1981. I met my wonderful wife, Ellen, in 
Clarksville, Tennessee August 1985 and 
we were married in June 1988. We enjoyed 
assignments in Germany and Belgium 
and a variety of locations throughout 
the United States including Arizona, 
Alabama, Maryland, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Georgia. After over 29 years of service 
we decided it was time to retire from the 
US Army. I retired as a Colonel in October 
2010 and continued to serve our armed 
forces as a contract senior instructor 
and program manager for the US Army 
and other services through April 2020. 

Currently, I serve as a coach/counselor for 
service personnel transitioning to civilian 
opportunities and for some struggling 
with Post Traumatic Stress (PTS). Ellen 
continues to teach English Language Arts 
at the Savannah Science, Technology, 
Engineer, Math (STEM) Academy in 
Savannah, Georgia. We have two children, 
Elizabeth (30) and William (27) who both 
work and reside in Atlanta, Georgia. We 
have settled in a home customized to our 
dreams on the beautiful Isle of Hope on 
the south-side of Savannah, Georgia.

William “Carl” Burrell ‘78
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Hi AISV Family. Life has been good with 
some major life changes. After living In 
Florida for 6 1/2 years Covid convinced 
me that I wanted to be closer to family. 
Sold our Condo and bought a cozy little 
house on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
My son and his new wife live two blocks 
from us and my girls and grandchildren 
are less than a day’s drive away now. It’s 
been a very busy almost two years here 
now but I am enjoying my life here now. I 
was fortunate to once again be employed 
by the local library and even have an 
Austrian coworker so great to have that 
in common. My son Michael got married 
on October 8. It was a wonderful wedding 
weekend in Richmond, VA and we love our 
new daughter in law. I had a wonderful 
time at the AIS Vienna 80’s and friends 
reunion in DC this past weekend. Fantastic 
reconnecting with old friends and making 
new friends. Can’t wait for the next 
Reunion!

Lydia (Bergen) Allen ‘79
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Audrey
Stimson ‘82
I am super excited that my essay won 3rd 
place in a Creative Nonfiction Contest at 
Women on Writing (WOW)! This is my first 
submission to a contest ever and I placed 
in the top 3. WOW - speechless!

Erika Levy ‘82
Erika is still enjoying her work as a 
Professor of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. She lives in NYC with her 
husband and son. Her daughter went off 
to college this fall! She loves staying in 
touch with her AIS Vienna friends.

Chanda Narciso
Ramos Shahani ‘83
Unfortunately lost his beloved uncle, Mr. 
Fidel V. Ramos - former President of the 
Philippines, this summer. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family, friends 
and the whole country who adored him.

“
I learned more 

about life in those 
few years at AISV 

than I learned 
before or after 

combined.
”

- Robert Fellner ‘82



G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

: 7
0s

William “Bill”
Gillcrist ‘80
Bill sent some photos with Manfred, 
Henny, and Hans. We like these two the 
most.

Lars Bespola ‘82
I had the pleasure of hanging out with the 
present AIS Vienna Middle School and 
High School Honor Orchestras in Brussels 
at the AMIS Honor Orchestra Festival. We 
all had a great time there.

I attended AISV with my brother Doug from 
December 1975-June 1977 while my father 
served as the senior Marine for the Marine 
Corps Guards at the American Embassy 
in Vienna. I graduated from Battery Creek 
High School in Beaufort, South Carolina in 
December 1977 and attended college at 
the University of South Carolina. I decided 
to join the United States Army in August 
1981. I met my wonderful wife, Ellen, in 
Clarksville, Tennessee August 1985 and 
we were married in June 1988. We enjoyed 
assignments in Germany and Belgium 
and a variety of locations throughout 
the United States including Arizona, 
Alabama, Maryland, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Georgia. After over 29 years of service 
we decided it was time to retire from the 
US Army. I retired as a Colonel in October 
2010 and continued to serve our armed 
forces as a contract senior instructor 
and program manager for the US Army 
and other services through April 2020. 

Currently, I serve as a coach/counselor for 
service personnel transitioning to civilian 
opportunities and for some struggling 
with Post Traumatic Stress (PTS). Ellen 
continues to teach English Language Arts 
at the Savannah Science, Technology, 
Engineer, Math (STEM) Academy in 
Savannah, Georgia. We have two children, 
Elizabeth (30) and William (27) who both 
work and reside in Atlanta, Georgia. We 
have settled in a home customized to our 
dreams on the beautiful Isle of Hope on 
the south-side of Savannah, Georgia.

William “Carl” Burrell ‘78

December 2022 GlobeSpotter30 December 2022GlobeSpotter 31

Hi AISV Family. Life has been good with 
some major life changes. After living In 
Florida for 6 1/2 years Covid convinced 
me that I wanted to be closer to family. 
Sold our Condo and bought a cozy little 
house on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
My son and his new wife live two blocks 
from us and my girls and grandchildren 
are less than a day’s drive away now. It’s 
been a very busy almost two years here 
now but I am enjoying my life here now. I 
was fortunate to once again be employed 
by the local library and even have an 
Austrian coworker so great to have that 
in common. My son Michael got married 
on October 8. It was a wonderful wedding 
weekend in Richmond, VA and we love our 
new daughter in law. I had a wonderful 
time at the AIS Vienna 80’s and friends 
reunion in DC this past weekend. Fantastic 
reconnecting with old friends and making 
new friends. Can’t wait for the next 
Reunion!

Lydia (Bergen) Allen ‘79

G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

: 8
0s

Audrey
Stimson ‘82
I am super excited that my essay won 3rd 
place in a Creative Nonfiction Contest at 
Women on Writing (WOW)! This is my first 
submission to a contest ever and I placed 
in the top 3. WOW - speechless!

Erika Levy ‘82
Erika is still enjoying her work as a 
Professor of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. She lives in NYC with her 
husband and son. Her daughter went off 
to college this fall! She loves staying in 
touch with her AIS Vienna friends.

Chanda Narciso
Ramos Shahani ‘83
Unfortunately lost his beloved uncle, Mr. 
Fidel V. Ramos - former President of the 
Philippines, this summer. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family, friends 
and the whole country who adored him.

“
I learned more 

about life in those 
few years at AISV 

than I learned 
before or after 

combined.
”

- Robert Fellner ‘82



G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

: 8
0s

Christine
Leitner ‘88
Christine met up with Fiona 
Hernuss ‘88.

Susan 
Landesmann ‘87
Susan re-designed and art 
directed UCLA Medicine, a 
scientific journal. “Standing out 
from the crowd of journals that 
these audiences are bombarded 
with is an increasing challenge. 
UCLA allowed us (Landesmann 
Design) the freedom to drive 
engagement and interest 
with graphically appealing 
communication. We hired and 
art directed photographers and 
illustrators that could deliver our 
message in both a clear and a 
visually stimulating way. Our use 
of color and typography further 
emphasized how the Department 
of Medicine at UCLA has engaged 
in world-class medical research, 
teaching, and patient care.”

Gerhard Fenkart 
Fröschl ‘89
Big thanks to the FH (University 
of Applied Sciences) Wien, to 
the KOMMAS department, but 
especially to all our former and 
future students. Peter Gralek ‘90 
and I won the ‘FH Wien Teaching 
Prize for Innovation 2022’ with 
our learning tool. Soon we will 
celebrate this win with the first 
FH Wien graduates.
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Michele Ann 
Morasch ‘85
I live in Kentucky, the home of 
the Kentucky Derby: I have been 
married 3 times, my last husband 
too - third time’s a charm. In 
2006 he and in 2018 my daughter 
passed away. I am a widow 
now and I miss them dearly. It 
would have been 12 years for 
us. I had five kids (now 4) and 5 
grandbabies. I am a desk clerk at 
Best Western in Paris, KY. I love 
my job!

Suriya 
Chindawongse ‘84
Wonderful breakfast get together 
at Cafe Sabarsky, a classic 
Austrian Cafe in Manhattan, New 
York, for mid 1980s AISVers Kiho 
Cha, Ken Siazon and me (from 
left to right). It was great to see 
you guys again! Thanks to Ken for 
visiting New York (Kiho and I are 
currently based in New York).

Anders
Landberg ‘85
Moved from AISV & Vienna, to 
Copenhagen and completed IB- 
education. Worked following years 
as a PE teacher and competed 
at my best in Volleyball & soccer, 
while living in house overlooking 
splendid lake Siljan, Dalecarlia. 
Became firefighter & got higher 
education in Media arts.
Lived in beautiful and historic 
Stockholm, chasing roles & parts 
in film and TV, while having my 
base on the Royal Dramatic 
Theatre-stage, in our capital. Was 
blessed with a daughter, although 
life now dealing me the single 
-card. Built a house in the middle 
of Sweden. Kristinehamn, founded 
by famous Queen Kristina...way 
back when. Living there, right 
now, working as a Fitness & 
Operations Consultant at a big & 
versatile Sports-arena. Watch the 
occasional NFL-game, preferably 
everything involving...the Chiefs!

Farin (Sadr) 
Scheurer ‘87
A mini reunion with Monique ‘87 
and Susi ‘87 in Vienna.

Tom Zlabinger ’89
Tom continues to live in the 
New York City area with his wife 
and two kids, Jack and Huey. 
After the experience of teaching 
his students at York College / 
CUNY remotely during COVID, he 
founded the business Telematic 
Studios this year that offers 
student-centric, online music 
lessons in voice, guitar, bass, 
songwriting, and improvisation. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, you can contact him at 
tom@telematicstudios.com.

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ‘87
Here are a few meet-ups:

https://landesmanndesign.com/portfolio/ucla-medicine-magazine/
mailto:tom%40telematicstudios.com?subject=
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of Sweden. Kristinehamn, founded 
by famous Queen Kristina...way 
back when. Living there, right 
now, working as a Fitness & 
Operations Consultant at a big & 
versatile Sports-arena. Watch the 
occasional NFL-game, preferably 
everything involving...the Chiefs!

Farin (Sadr) 
Scheurer ‘87
A mini reunion with Monique ‘87 
and Susi ‘87 in Vienna.

Tom Zlabinger ’89
Tom continues to live in the 
New York City area with his wife 
and two kids, Jack and Huey. 
After the experience of teaching 
his students at York College / 
CUNY remotely during COVID, he 
founded the business Telematic 
Studios this year that offers 
student-centric, online music 
lessons in voice, guitar, bass, 
songwriting, and improvisation. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, you can contact him at 
tom@telematicstudios.com.

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ‘87
Here are a few meet-ups:

https://landesmanndesign.com/portfolio/ucla-medicine-magazine/
mailto:tom%40telematicstudios.com?subject=
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Shabnam
Rezaei ‘91
Shabnam is the co-founder & 
president of the “Big Bad Boo 
Studios” which produces and 
distributes inclusive, entertaining 
kids content. With offices in New 
York and Vancouver, the company 
has produced hit shows 16 
Hudson (TVOKids), The Bravest 
Knight (Hulu), and 1001 Nights, 
currently broadcasting in 80 
countries on Amazon Prime Video, 
Disney, and Discovery Kids. Here 
we see Shabnam at the red carpet 
to the Diversity TV Gala Awards in 
Cannes, France receiving her ?th 
prize. We have already stopped 
counting. LOL.

Georg Melzer-
Venturi ‘90
Georg is the Managing Director 
of EUTEMA Research Services 
GmbH and has been working on 
the topic of “insects as livestock” 
since 2013. Thanks to his efforts 
the very first insect farm, funded 
by the European Community, 
is being set up in the middle of 
Vienna.

Christopher 
Gorman ‘91
A mini reunion with the boys and 
mom in Copenhagen.

Emily Root ‘91
Emily is a speech-language 
pathologist who specializes in 
treating children with fluency 
disorders at her practice in 
Berkeley Heights, NJ, as well as 
a teacher at the communication 
disorders department at Kean 
University, San Francisco State 
University, and California State 
University. Emily just won her first 
election to serve as a committee 
member in New Jersey on the 
Westfield Democratic Committee. 
Congratulations Councilwoman!

Ana Tajder ‘93
In 2020, award-winning author 
and journalist Ana Tajder (’93) 
launched her podcast “Thank You, 
Mama” in which she interviews 
women from around the world 
about the most important lessons 
they learned from their mothers. 
Since then, the podcast won three 
international awards, featured 
guests from 55 countries and 
reached listeners in 80 countries. 
This year, Ana started workshops 
based on her podcast, guiding 
women in using creative writing to 
document their mothers’ lessons. 
In 2021, after 11 years in the USA, 
Ana and her family moved to 
Vienna.

Piyush Gupta ’95
Piyushi is pleased to share that 
his 3rd patent was issued by 
USPTO recently on work done in 
the field of Sentiment Progression 
Analysis on calls with members.

Ayse (Gürkök) 
Frey ‘95
Ayse is project manager at 
“Energy Changes”, recently 
attended the 2022 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. We are 
happy and proud to see that so 
many of our alumni are involved 
in environmental projects with the 
goal to keep this planet livable for 
many generations to come.

Katherine ‘Kate” 
Brennan ’96
Kate has been appointed as the 
Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel of Marsh McLennan, 
world’s leading professional 
services firm in risk, strategy 
and people. She will lead 
Marsh McLennan’s global legal, 
compliance and public affairs 
function. Kate succeeds Peter 
Beshar, who was nominated 
by President Biden to serve as 
the General Counsel of the U.S. 
Department of the Air Force.

Gabriel
Grabner ‘97
Gabe is the managing director 
at “Der Tagesspiegel”, one of 
the biggest daily newspapers in 
Germany.

“I credit so 
much of who 
I am today to 
AIS Vienna.” 

- Mackenzie Dawson ‘95
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Kassanthra
Coyne ‘09
How often does it happen 
that you are part of a book 
where a former AIS Vienna 
math teacher (Mr. Ibrahim 
Wazir) is also the series 
editor?

December 2022 GlobeSpotter36

Nicholas
Kole ‘05
Exciting news! The first 
screenshots for Netflix’s 
Scrooge: A Christmas Carol 
has been released and 
they’re full of characters 
Nicholas had the privilege of 
designing. He has loved the 
Dickens story for decades 
and getting to design 
the principal cast (ghost 
included) was a dream job. 
It will be streaming this 
December, and you can read 
more about the voice cast, 
etc. here.

Nathan
Rhodes ‘07
I am currently living in 
Philadelphia, PA with my 
fiancé, Lauren. We were 
married in Washington, DC on 
October 15, 2022! We moved 
to Philly during the pandemic 
and bought a house in the 
city. I’m a commercial real 
estate broker and specialize 
in retail and industrial 
property and land sales 
throughout the Philadelphia 
area. I hope to visit Vienna 
and AISV soon!

Nicholas
Prufer ‘09
Earth Eclipsed, winner of 
the Tokyo Film Festival for 
the best podcast, is being 
recognized globally and we 
couldn’t be prouder.

Saleh
Alkhalifa ‘11
After years of hard work, 
research, and long nights of 
writing, I am proud to say 
that my book is now officially 
published!
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Marie
Cancola ‘12
Marie, manager at the Coca 
Cola Company, was busy 
kicking off the FIFA World 
Cup Trophy Tour in Zurich 
with soccer legend Gilberto 
Silva. Marie restated these 
beautiful words spoken by 
her colleague Mr. Rameau: 
“The Coca Cola Company 
and FIFA have enjoyed this 
partnership for decades. Our 
purpose is very similar. We 
want to unite the world and 
abolish differences. We value 
the passion for the game, the 
spirit to win, and the supreme 
interest of teams beyond 
one. We are supporting 
efforts to develop sustainable 
solutions to minimize the 
negative footprints of those 
mega-events.”

December 2022GlobeSpotter 37

Lisanne
Wassink ‘12
After graduating from AISV 
I moved to The Netherlands 
to study at “Hotelschool 
The Hague” followed by 
a masters at Nyenrode 
Business University. After 
graduating I started as a 
consultant within PwC and 
am still happily working here. 
I got married on April 2nd to 
my (now) husband Jens who I 
met when just moving to The 
Netherlands. Now, we are 
moving to Jakarta, Indonesia 
and I would be super keen to 
get in touch with other AIS 
Vienna alumni living there. 
My email is: lisannewassink@
gmail.com.

Shelly
Gertan ‘15
The Austrian Film Festival 
jury picked her short film 
“I Didn’t Ask for This” as 
the winner in the category 
“Best Animation 2022”. After 
graduating Shelly kept her 
close ties to the school 
through participating in 
our Career Fairs, working 
for alumni companies, and 
mentioning AISV wherever 
and whenever she can.

Having completed my last 
season as a charter skipper, 
my partners and I decided to 
set foot in the yacht charter 
and management branch of 
the industry. After joining 
Paul David Yachts Limited, 
we began to work on building 
a fleet of opulent day charter 

vessels on the French Riviera. 
With an ever-growing fleet 
of 4 yachts to look after, and 
3 to charter out, we set the 
bar high for the upcoming 
season. Nonetheless, we 
have never been more hungry 
to exceed expectations!

Balint Bogdan ‘20

Herbert
Traub ‘18
Proud papa (Kit Traub, 
AIS Vienna Foundation 
President) sent the following 
message “He did it! We all 
did it! Graduation at Brown 
University in June 2022 was 
an all-day performance art 
creation in bright sunshine 
with 2000 grads of all types 
and 10000 guests. Long lines 
of grads marched to and 
from and through venues 
across their College Hill, with 
music, flags and speeches 
at each venue. Honorary 
degree recipient Nancy 
Pelosi included lengthy ad 
lib wisdom in her remarks, 
speaking as an elder, ‘to 
each of you individually.’ ‘…
Know your unique self. Know 
your heart. Be ready to seize 
opportunity. Know your 
“why”. Know your personal 
power.’ She promised the 
class because they were 
fellow graduates, ‘You have a 
personal friend in Congress.’  
And of course Herbert 
grinned ear to ear all day.”

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/scrooge-olivia-colman-jessie-buckley-luke-evans-netflix-1235183412/
mailto:lisannewassink%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lisannewassink%40gmail.com?subject=


G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

: 0
0s

/1
0s

Kassanthra
Coyne ‘09
How often does it happen 
that you are part of a book 
where a former AIS Vienna 
math teacher (Mr. Ibrahim 
Wazir) is also the series 
editor?

December 2022 GlobeSpotter36

Nicholas
Kole ‘05
Exciting news! The first 
screenshots for Netflix’s 
Scrooge: A Christmas Carol 
has been released and 
they’re full of characters 
Nicholas had the privilege of 
designing. He has loved the 
Dickens story for decades 
and getting to design 
the principal cast (ghost 
included) was a dream job. 
It will be streaming this 
December, and you can read 
more about the voice cast, 
etc. here.

Nathan
Rhodes ‘07
I am currently living in 
Philadelphia, PA with my 
fiancé, Lauren. We were 
married in Washington, DC on 
October 15, 2022! We moved 
to Philly during the pandemic 
and bought a house in the 
city. I’m a commercial real 
estate broker and specialize 
in retail and industrial 
property and land sales 
throughout the Philadelphia 
area. I hope to visit Vienna 
and AISV soon!

Nicholas
Prufer ‘09
Earth Eclipsed, winner of 
the Tokyo Film Festival for 
the best podcast, is being 
recognized globally and we 
couldn’t be prouder.

Saleh
Alkhalifa ‘11
After years of hard work, 
research, and long nights of 
writing, I am proud to say 
that my book is now officially 
published!

G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

: 1
0s

/2
0s

Marie
Cancola ‘12
Marie, manager at the Coca 
Cola Company, was busy 
kicking off the FIFA World 
Cup Trophy Tour in Zurich 
with soccer legend Gilberto 
Silva. Marie restated these 
beautiful words spoken by 
her colleague Mr. Rameau: 
“The Coca Cola Company 
and FIFA have enjoyed this 
partnership for decades. Our 
purpose is very similar. We 
want to unite the world and 
abolish differences. We value 
the passion for the game, the 
spirit to win, and the supreme 
interest of teams beyond 
one. We are supporting 
efforts to develop sustainable 
solutions to minimize the 
negative footprints of those 
mega-events.”

December 2022GlobeSpotter 37

Lisanne
Wassink ‘12
After graduating from AISV 
I moved to The Netherlands 
to study at “Hotelschool 
The Hague” followed by 
a masters at Nyenrode 
Business University. After 
graduating I started as a 
consultant within PwC and 
am still happily working here. 
I got married on April 2nd to 
my (now) husband Jens who I 
met when just moving to The 
Netherlands. Now, we are 
moving to Jakarta, Indonesia 
and I would be super keen to 
get in touch with other AIS 
Vienna alumni living there. 
My email is: lisannewassink@
gmail.com.

Shelly
Gertan ‘15
The Austrian Film Festival 
jury picked her short film 
“I Didn’t Ask for This” as 
the winner in the category 
“Best Animation 2022”. After 
graduating Shelly kept her 
close ties to the school 
through participating in 
our Career Fairs, working 
for alumni companies, and 
mentioning AISV wherever 
and whenever she can.

Having completed my last 
season as a charter skipper, 
my partners and I decided to 
set foot in the yacht charter 
and management branch of 
the industry. After joining 
Paul David Yachts Limited, 
we began to work on building 
a fleet of opulent day charter 

vessels on the French Riviera. 
With an ever-growing fleet 
of 4 yachts to look after, and 
3 to charter out, we set the 
bar high for the upcoming 
season. Nonetheless, we 
have never been more hungry 
to exceed expectations!

Balint Bogdan ‘20

Herbert
Traub ‘18
Proud papa (Kit Traub, 
AIS Vienna Foundation 
President) sent the following 
message “He did it! We all 
did it! Graduation at Brown 
University in June 2022 was 
an all-day performance art 
creation in bright sunshine 
with 2000 grads of all types 
and 10000 guests. Long lines 
of grads marched to and 
from and through venues 
across their College Hill, with 
music, flags and speeches 
at each venue. Honorary 
degree recipient Nancy 
Pelosi included lengthy ad 
lib wisdom in her remarks, 
speaking as an elder, ‘to 
each of you individually.’ ‘…
Know your unique self. Know 
your heart. Be ready to seize 
opportunity. Know your 
“why”. Know your personal 
power.’ She promised the 
class because they were 
fellow graduates, ‘You have a 
personal friend in Congress.’  
And of course Herbert 
grinned ear to ear all day.”

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/scrooge-olivia-colman-jessie-buckley-luke-evans-netflix-1235183412/
mailto:lisannewassink%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lisannewassink%40gmail.com?subject=


G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

:
Fo

rm
er

 S
ta

ff
 &

 F
ac

ul
ty

December 2022 GlobeSpotter38 December 2022GlobeSpotter 39

Jonathan Carroll 
(High School 
English Teacher)
His new novel Mr. Breakfast will 
be released in the US/UK January 
17, 2023. Enjoy!

Rebecca Lemos 
(Middle School 
Mathematics) 
and John-Scott 
Anders (Teaching 
Assistant)
Scott and I are the happiest of 
grandparents as our daughter, 
Elisabeth, and her husband, 
Adam, had a baby girl on August 
30.  Her name is Emerson Rose 
(Emmy). We are in love with her 
and so happy!  It is nice to live 
so close and to be able to see 
her often! Emmy already met my 
mom and we got a four generation 
photo of strong females for the 
first time, ages ranging from 1 
month to 93 years!

David Marty 
(English, 
Communication, 
and Fine Arts 
Appreciation 
Teacher)
Greetings from Minnesota!  I 
had the privilege of teaching 
and directing Theater at AISV 
in the late 1970’s (Robert Ater 
was Headmaster for most of that 
time). That was a long time ago, 
and I am long-since retired but I 
still have fond memories.  If you 
are connected with AISV and find 
yourself in Northern Minnesota 
(4 hours north of Minneapolis) 
and need a place to stay for a 
day (or a few days), get in touch! 
(davidmarty@gmail.com).

Lucinda Hazler 
(Elementary 
School Teacher)
Proud mama Lucinda sent 
the following news about her 
daughter, Kirsten Hazler ‘88 
and added “The album is really 
good!” Kirsten released a new 
album “Letters from Gilead” in 
November 2022. It’s been in the 
works since January of 2019. 
That’s when she wrote the first 
song in the collection. She kept 
writing more songs through 2019, 
and the band was going to start 
recording in 2020, but then … 
you all know what happened. 
Kirsten is immensely proud of 
this album, her baby. She truly 
thinks it’s the best thing she has 
ever created, and is so grateful 
to all the musicians and the audio 
engineering professionals who 
brought her vision to life. Beside 
online streaming, you can also 
purchase the CD which looks and 
feels like vinyl.

Richard “Rick” 
Spradling (Former 
School Director)
I am semi-retired, having left 
full-time international school 
administration in 2018 when I 
stepped down as director of the 
American School of The Hague 
after 13 years (the school I led 
following my departure from AISV 
in 2005). I still work part-time, 
serving as International Liaison 
for the Council of International 
Schools which is based in Leiden, 
The Netherlands. I regularly visit 
international schools around 
the world assisting them with 
accreditation efforts, governance, 
child safeguarding, and quality 
assurance. I serve on the 
International Task Force for Child 
Protection, as well. I live in Los 
Angeles with my wife, Kathleen, 
near to my daughter Miriam (AISV 
2003) and our two grandchildren, 
ages 4 and 6. I play tennis 
regularly and also play cello with a 
string ensemble.

I’m still in touch with some of 
my students from my years 
at AISV and I love that. I 
love how they have grown 
and changed, and what 
they are doing. Amazing 
things, right? I’m “retired” 
but running a free college 

placement service with my 
daughter, Sarah. You can find 
us on College Admissions for 
Dancers. I have two beautiful 
grandsons, one in Boston, MA 
and one in Rome, Italy, which 
is where I currently live.

Suzanne Jeffrey
(High School Counselor)

G
lo

be
Sp

ot
te

r M
ai

lb
ag

:
Fo

rm
er

 S
ta

ff
 &

 F
ac

ul
ty

Hans Soukal
(PE Teacher & 
Athletics Director)
Hans stopped by recently for a 
visit!

mailto:davidmarty%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.rolecallprep.com/
http://www.rolecallprep.com/
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AIS Vienna Quiz
You are going to an AIS Vienna basketball game, and 
need to bring a banner with you. What would it say 
on that banner?

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of 
luck you can win AIS Vienna (alumni) goodies.

Thank you and viel Glück!

Alumni Class Reps
Thank you to all of our Alumni Class Representatives 
for representing your class so well! 

For the complete list of Class Representatives, log in 
to the AIS Vienna Alumni Portal.

Share Your Information
The AIS Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news 
from all AISV alumni. To share information on your 
whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, or anything 
you think might be of interest, please contact us at 
alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS Vienna, please visit www.ais.
at. Last but not least, please do not forget to sign up 
for the Alumni Portal by emailing your contact info to 
alumni@ais.at.

Giving To AIS Vienna
Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS Vienna experience doesn’t last long, but 
it accounts for an extraordinary amount of lifelong 
memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us 
to look back on those special people and places that 
have shaped our lives, please help us to keep the 
Knight experience unforgettable by making your gift 
to AIS Vienna today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, 
faculty, and staff provide the standard of excellence 
that makes attending AIS Vienna an unforgettable, 
life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes a difference every day!

Learn more about giving back to AIS Vienna through 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

AIS Vienna Networks
To keep up with all the latest happenings at AIS Vienna, follow us on the channels below.
(We post great stuff, trust us!)
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Alumni Portal
The AIS Vienna Alumni Portal is run through our 
School Information System (Veracross) and offers 
alumni easy access to an alumni directory, news, 
photos, and more! Providing current contact 
information enables alumni to reconnect with 

former classmates, make professional networking 
connections, and stay in the loop with upcoming 
reunions and school events. Please contact alumni@
ais.at if you have any questions about accessing the 
Alumni Portal.
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AIS Vienna Quiz
You are going to an AIS Vienna basketball game, and 
need to bring a banner with you. What would it say 
on that banner?

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of 
luck you can win AIS Vienna (alumni) goodies.

Thank you and viel Glück!

Alumni Class Reps
Thank you to all of our Alumni Class Representatives 
for representing your class so well! 

For the complete list of Class Representatives, log in 
to the AIS Vienna Alumni Portal.

Share Your Information
The AIS Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news 
from all AISV alumni. To share information on your 
whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, or anything 
you think might be of interest, please contact us at 
alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS Vienna, please visit www.ais.
at. Last but not least, please do not forget to sign up 
for the Alumni Portal by emailing your contact info to 
alumni@ais.at.

Giving To AIS Vienna
Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS Vienna experience doesn’t last long, but 
it accounts for an extraordinary amount of lifelong 
memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us 
to look back on those special people and places that 
have shaped our lives, please help us to keep the 
Knight experience unforgettable by making your gift 
to AIS Vienna today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, 
faculty, and staff provide the standard of excellence 
that makes attending AIS Vienna an unforgettable, 
life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes a difference every day!

Learn more about giving back to AIS Vienna through 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.
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