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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Guide

WHO

WHAT

WHY

HOW

We recommend this activity for students 9 and older, those beginning to ask
questions about their own identity. This activity is intended to spark
discussion about the deeply personal issue of identity, and it should be
grounded in truth and completed with loving parental guidance.

This activity explores themes of identity. The activity provides simple
steps and questions to help parents guide their upper elementary, middle,
and high school-aged children through a simple, natural process of
analytical comparison and contrast activity that is grounded in scripture.

Story is all around us, even if we don’t read or watch movies. Our children
constantly process media, narratives, and life events as story. In life, it can be
difficult to distinguish fiction from nonfiction. Shared literature is an excellent
way of fostering meaningful conversation within the supportive and loving
environment of home and family relationships. Being equipped to think carefully
about the values stories teach—and to thoughtfully compare them against
scriptural values and our own desires—is an essential life skill best practiced in
the supportive environment of home. This activity offers parents the opportunity
to equip their children for navigating deep questions in a sea of narrative values
and voices (AKA: the world we live in).

Step 1: Pray for the Holy Spirit to give discernment and read Psalm 139
together to begin with God’s truth in mind. 
Step 2: Read “The Little Mermaid” (text follows this overview)
Step 3: Discuss questions on the next page.
Step 4: Repeat process watching another version.
Step 5: Complete comparison and contrast.
Step 6: Re-read Psalm 139 together. Compare and contrast lessons
about desires and identity in both versions of “The Little Mermaid”
with God’s word to us in Psalm 139 (and other scriptures that teach who
we are in Christ). Use the questions and your families answers as a
guide to think through what Psalm 139 and other scriptures about
identity tell us about these ideas.
Step 7: Process through writing original version of your own.
Optional step 8: Send it to us for possible publication!
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We recommend completing
this activity in steps

throughout 1-2 weeks. This
allows time to process ideas

more carefully. For extra
processing power, require

students to respond in writing.



questions
WHO

WHAT

WHERE

WHY

HOW

WHEN

Who is effected by the Little Mermaid’s decision?
Who benefits or suffers?
Who does the prince choose to marry?

What increases The Little Mermaid’s desire to go above the sea?
What does she hope to gain by becoming human?
What does she sacrifice & risk to become human?
What must happen for her to become human?

Where does The Little Mermaid live?
Where are her parents in the story?
Where does her fascination with humans lead her?

Why does (or doesn’t) it hurt The Little Mermaid to walk & dance?
Why is she willing to suffer so greatly (or how does it impact the story if
she doesn’t)?
Why are we able to relate to her risky decision?

How does this story reveal the danger of our desires?
How does this story deal with discontent?
How does this story explore identity?
How does this story make us feel about God-given identity?

When is it (or is it ever) okay to deliberately change who we are?
When should we talk to someone about a desire or discontent to do so?
When should we consult others before acting?
When might you feel pressure to change something about yourself?
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Other Formats & Versions
Available Online

Graphic Kingdom’s Timeless Stories Anmiated on YouTube
Condensed version is great for those with shorter attention spans (just
over 5 minutes long). It’s a stretch to call the story animated, but the
illustrations are lovely and hold interest. It’s also read in an easily
understandable but also authentic accent.

Classic Audiobooks with Elliot YouTube Version
This read-aloud version is faithful to the text. There is simple and lovely
a low-fi animated cover that loops while the reader’s pleasant voice reads
the story, faithful to the text shared above. Great for those who just want
to listen along. The reader has a British accent.

Stories Told Brightly YouTube Version
No animation, but we love the gentle sound of waves playing in the
background while this female narrator with an American accent reads the
story losing none of Andersen’s gorgeous description.

Magic Tales Tree YouTube Version
The background music runs a bit loud for our screeners; however, this
version still makes our list due to its beautiful, low-fi animation and
faithful use of the full text with full descriptive detail. It’s good for those
who would like to listen to the text above while also watching instead of
reading along.

https://youtu.be/y26D-Qr2C0M?si=JZfmPIh3i4WXWqWk
https://youtu.be/vql7XZk746U?si=LlkIKecShSvKu5g2
https://youtu.be/lg2ImVqg1mg?si=iXmzaoZUqEyWXYZx
https://youtu.be/waochMT9l9Q?si=L9XZm4c2ze2qJkX2
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Respond Creatively!
Improve the Story

The most wonderful thing about the creative folk tradition is that works were intended to be
copied and shared! This tale is one that you can freely translate, update, and create with.
So...

1.Take what you loved most from one or more versions, maybe it was the description
style, maybe it was specific details, or perhaps you only liked a very general idea that the
story gave you. Make a quick list.

2.Consider the issues you found, especially the ones that confused God’s truth about
identity. What would you say or show instead? How would that change the story? What
needs revised to clearly reveal your new idea? Write out your ideas under your list of
favorite elements.

3.Now think about (1) the parts that inspired you + (2) the new ideas you need to show to
improve the story’s message + (3) your creative interests and skillsets! Would they best
be communicated graphically, through beautiful illustrations or a video? Would a play
or video production really let the emotional scenes you envisioned speak? Decide what
form your improved version will take (written, audio, visual, or all 3)! Add that to your
list.

4.Make one more list of the resources you’ll need: actors, puppets, action figures for a
play or video; art supplies for a piece of art...get creative! (Let the materials you have
inform your plan; using what you have is actually a great way to come up with original,
unlikely, and surprising new ideas! Remember that the story’s message matters fare
more than medium.) 

5.Plan your creative project. Keep production small enough that you can actually do it
during your evenings in 2 weeks or less (more than that gets hard to stick with unless
you’re super driven).

We want to see what you’ve done & inspire others with it! You’re invited to share your creative response
with us by emailing us at hello@anistemibooks.com. The subject line must say: Improved Little Mermaid
or it will be misplaced in our email systems. We also require that you submit your notes and process with
us; we want to see your work because that adds to its originality & majorly inspires others. Don’t think your
submissions have to be perfect. We reach out to our members with collaborative projects 
based on submissions as much as possible! We can’t promise publication, but we can 
promise to SERIOUSLY consider any work that raises up worthy words and 
meaning! If selected for publication, we’ll follow up with an offer to publish, 
copyright, and display your work!


