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Frost bank ad

Member FDIC

Exactly What You UnexpectedTM

For generations, we’ve been helping  
build businesses with sound advice and 

award-winning service.

Visit us at FrostBank.com or call (800) 51-FROST.

Small business
has always been
a big deal to us 
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Mike Holly
VP / Loan Officer

Shayne Sinor
VP / Business

Development Director

Mark Sunderman
President

A Shelter Pet Wants 
To Meet You

Adopt. Volunteer.
Donate. Foster.
(210) 619-1550
animalservices@schertz.com
800 Community Circle 
Schertz, TX 78154
Schertz.com
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NEWS POLICY
Schertz Magazine encourages submission of news 
and event announcement items. Publication is not 
guaranteed. If you would like to submit an item to 
Schertz Magazine, email magazine@schertz.com or 
call (210) 619-1630. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication 
does not constitute endorsement by the City of 
Schertz. Articles that appear in Schertz Magazine do 
not necessarily reflect the official position of the City 
of Schertz and does not constitute an endorsement 
therein. Any publication of Schertz Magazine is 
sole property of the City of Schertz and cannot be 
reproduced or distributed in any way without the 
permission and written consent of the City of Schertz.

ABOUT OUR MAGAZINE
Schertz Magazine is a monthly popular lifestyle/entertainment/
community events publication wholly owned and operated by 
the City of Schertz and produced internally by the Schertz Public 
Affairs Department. It serves as the primary dissemination source 
for government information for a growing city of over 43,000 
residents. The magazine is mailed to 15,000+ local households 
and over 1,000 businesses. 

Our mailing address is 1400 Schertz Parkway, Schertz, Texas 78154. 
The editorial office of Schertz Magazine is located at the Hal 
Baldwin Municipal Complex, Bldg. 2. Call (210) 619-1630 or go to 
Schertz.com/schertzmagazine.
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Breaking ground on Fire Station #4. The groundbreaking of Fire Station #4 marks an exciting 
step forward for Schertz. We’re proud to invest in the safety of our community and grateful to 
the first responders who answer the call and serve with dedication. 
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Together, these investments 
represent more than new buildings 
and equipment — they reflect our 
continued commitment to protecting 
Schertz residents. 

The Fire Station #4 groundbreaking 
ceremony marked the official start of 
a project that has been years in the 
making. As Schertz continues to grow, 
expanding our emergency response 
capabilities is essential to maintaining 
the high level of service our residents 
expect and deserve. Fire Station #4 
will help improve response times and 
ensure that our firefighters have the 
facilities they need to train, prepare, 
and perform at their very best. 

During the ceremony, City leaders, 
staff, and project partners gathered to 
put shovels in the dirt and celebrate 
the future of public safety in Schertz. 
The moment symbolized progress, 
partnership, and a shared vision for 
a safer city. Fire Chief Greg Rodgers 

reflected on the significance of the 
moment, stating, “Fire Station #4 
represents our commitment to staying 
ahead of growth and ensuring our 
firefighters have the tools necessary 
to serve this community safely and 
effectively.” Fire Station #4 will be 
designed to support modern firefighting 
operations while also providing space 
for advanced equipment, training, 
and the daily needs of our crews who 
work around the clock to keep our 
community safe. 

Adding to the excitement is the 
arrival of a new fire engine, a vital 
piece of equipment that strengthens 
the Schertz Fire Department’s fleet. 
Outfitted with the latest technology 
and safety features, the new engine 
enhances our firefighters’ ability to 
respond efficiently and effectively. 
Reliable, up-to-date equipment is 
critical to ensuring both firefighter 
safety and the best possible outcomes 
for residents in times of need. 

The success of both Fire Station #4 
and the new engine is the result of 
significant planning, collaboration, 
and input from personnel throughout 
the organization. From command 
staff and frontline firefighters to fleet 
services, finance, facilities, and City 
leadership, many hands played a role in 
shaping these projects. Their collective 
expertise ensured that both the station 
design and engine selection reflect the 
real-world needs of those who serve on 
the front lines. 

These milestones are a testament 
to the dedication of our first 
responders. Every day, Schertz 
firefighters demonstrate courage, 
professionalism, and an unwavering 
commitment to service. Whether 
responding to emergencies at all 
hours, participating in community 
events, or training to sharpen their 
skills, they embody what it means to 
serve with integrity and heart. 

Built to Serve - Fire Station #4 Breaks Ground  
THE CITY OF SCHERTZ RECENTLY CELEBRATED AN EXCITING MILESTONE IN PUBLIC 
SAFETY WITH THE GROUNDBREAKING OF FIRE STATION #4 AND THE ARRIVAL OF A 
BRAND-NEW FIRE ENGINE TO SERVE OUR GROWING COMMUNITY.
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A Boot-Scootin’ Night to 
Remember 
Families filled the Schertz Civic Center with boots, sparkles, and big 
smiles on Saturday, February 7, for the Schertz Parks and Recreation 
Daddy-Daughter and Mother-Son Rhinestone Rodeo Dances. The 
boot scootin’, boogie-filled evening brought parents and children 
together for a night centered on quality time, connection, and 
unforgettable memories. 

Guests arrived dressed in their western best and ready to hit the 
dance floor. A live DJ kept the energy high all night, playing crowd 
favorites that had kids and parents dancing side by side. Families 
also enjoyed a photo booth to capture the moment, a balloon twister 
who created fun take-home creations, and a variety of food and 
refreshments to keep everyone fueled for the festivities. 

The Daddy-Daughter and Mother-Son Dances continue to be 
a favorite tradition for Schertz families and a reminder of the 
importance of making time for one another. Whether it was a first-
time attending or a yearly tradition, the event offered a chance to 
slow down, connect, and simply enjoy being together. 

If you missed this year’s dance, be sure to keep an eye out for 
details about next year’s event. Schertz Parks and Recreation  
looks forward to welcoming families back to the dance floor for 
another night of music, memories, and FUN! 
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National Employee 
Appreciation Day
MARCH 6

On March 6, we celebrate all City of 
Schertz employees. From maintaining 
parks to keeping streets safe, every 
team works hard to provide programs 
and services that benefit our residents 
every day.

National 311 Day
MARCH 11

March 11 honors our 311 staff, who are 
always ready to assist when you call. 
Whether you have a question, need 
information, or want to report an issue, 
311 is your first stop for quick and 
helpful support.

National Procurement Month
MONTH OF MARCH

March also recognizes our Purchasing 
Department, the behind-the-scenes 
team that ensures city departments 
have the resources they need to serve 
you. They provide equipment, supplies, 
and contracts that keep programs 
running smoothly.

March Employee Recognitions in Schertz 
THIS MONTH WE TAKE A MOMENT TO RECOGNIZE SOME OF THE DEDICATED CITY OF 
SCHERTZ STAFF WHO MAKE OUR COMMUNITY RUN SMOOTHLY. 

Throughout March we celebrate different departments and teams during their designated days and months, highlighting the 
services and programs they provide to residents. We invite all residents to join us in recognizing and thanking our city staff for 
their hard work and dedication. Every service and program in Schertz is made possible because of them.

The City of Schertz is proud to 
welcome Dr. Robert L. Sheridan 
III as the newly elected City 
Councilmember for Place 7. Sworn 
in on February 9, Councilmember 
Sheridan will serve the remainder 
of the term, which expires in 
November 2027. We look forward 
to his leadership and dedication in 
representing the community and 
helping shape the future of Schertz. 

Dr. Robert L. Sheridan III Sworn in as Schertz City Councilmember, 
Place 7 
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Same Team. New Name. Trusted for Over 43 Years.
Experience excellence in crowns, bridges, dentures, implant placements, 

wisdom tooth extraction, sedation, and smile makeovers.
Two dentists; all care in one office.

2501 FM 3009, Schertz, TX 78154
(210) 659-1379  •  eckdentalpartners.com

EST.1982

TO

CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS

CHEERS YEARS40

Nathan Eck, DMD Mark A. Penshorn, DDS

CITY NOTIFICATIONS 
SENT VIA
  •    Phone call
  •    Email
  •    Text message

SIGN UP TODAY!

®

GET EMERGENCY ALERTS INSTANTLY 
The use of this system allows local public safety officials 
to send mass notifications to registered users through 

both land-lines and a variety of electronic devices during 
a natural or man-made emergency.

GO TO SCHERTZ.COM/ALERTS TO SIGN UP NOW! 

RECEIVE EMERGENCY  ALERTS  WITH
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Notice of Special 
Election 
The City of Schertz will hold a Special 
Election on April 4 to elect the 
following: 
	■ Councilmember Place 6 to serve 

the remainder of the term expiring 
November 2027. 

Voter Information
	■ Polling locations are the same for all 

residents of Schertz (Bexar, Comal, 
and Guadalupe Counties)

	■ Two locations available for early 
voting

	■ One location available for election 
day voting

	■ Polling locations and hours listed 
below

	■ Last Day to apply for  a mail ballot 
(received, not postmarked) –  
March 23, 2026

Early Voting
	■ First Day of Early Voting:   

March 18, 2026*
	■ Last Day of Early Voting:   

March 31, 2026*
Monday – Friday (no weekend or 
holiday voting)

Polling Locations:
	■ Elections Office – Seguin  

3251 N. Hwy 123 
Seguin, TX 78155

	■ Elections Office – Schertz Annex  
1101 Elbel Rd. 
Schertz, TX 78154

Early Voting Hours:
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Monday – Friday)

Election Day - April 4, 2026
Polling Location:
	■ Elections Office – Schertz Annex  

1101 Elbel Rd. 
Schertz, TX 78154

* The Elections Office in Seguin will not be open 
on April 4, 2026.

Election Day Hours:
7 a.m. – 7p.m. (Schertz Annex  
Office Only)

The GFOA’s PAFR Program 
recognizes governments that 
produce high-quality, easy-to-
understand financial reports 
for the public. Created by the 
City’s Finance and Public Affairs 
departments, the report highlights 
Schertz’s financial performance, 
department achievements, and 
awards and accomplishments from 
the fiscal year. This recognition 
underscores the City’s commitment 
to transparency, accountability, and 
public engagement. 

Additionally, this year, the City 
received the Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for the first time 
for its FY 2025-2026 Annual Budget. 

The Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award reflects the City’s 
dedication to nationally recognized 
standards for effective budget 
development and communication. 
To receive this award, the budget 
must serve as a policy document, 
financial plan, operations guide, 
and communications tool, meeting 
rigorous criteria in each area. 

  �The FY 2024-2025 PAFR will be 
released in April and included 
with the April issue of Schertz 
Magazine. You can view all 
reports and the FY 2025-2026 
adopted budget document online 
at Schertz.com/Budget. 

City of Schertz Earns National Recognition 
for Financial Reporting and Budgeting 
THE CITY OF SCHERTZ HAS EARNED THE POPULAR 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTING (PAFR) AWARD FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
(GFOA) FOR ITS FY 2023 – 2024 PAFR, MARKING THE 
CITY’S FIRST PAFR RECOGNITION. 
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In recognition of Baldwin’s long 
service, the Schertz City Council 
established his namesake scholarship 
to encourage high school seniors 
(public, private, or homeschooled) who 
are residents of Schertz to consider 
public service as a career path.  

The 2026 scholarship will be awarded 
on a competitive basis. The scholarship 
may be used for tuition or other fees 
or expenses for any postsecondary 
school that is accredited by a state, 
regional, or national accreditation 
agency and is a traditional 2 – 4-year 
institution or other educational 
institution offering courses, degrees, 
or other training suitable to a public 
service career.  

Applications for the Baldwin 
Scholarship can be downloaded from 

Schertz.com/HalBaldwin or picked up 
at the following locations:  
	■ Administrative Office, Bldg. No. 2, 

1400 Schertz Parkway  
	■ City Hall, Bldg. No. 1, 1400  

Schertz Parkway  
	■ Civic Center Office, Bldg. No. 5,  

1400 Schertz Parkway  
	■ Schertz Public Library, 798  

Schertz Parkway  

  �Completed applications 
must be received in the 
City Manager’s Office 
(Bldg. No. 2) by 5 p.m. 
Thursday, April 30. 
Incomplete applications will not  
be accepted.  For more information, 
contact Sarah Gonzalez at  
(210) 619-1015 or by email at 
sgonzalez@schertz.com. 

Hal Baldwin Scholarship Applications Open
The Hal Baldwin 
Scholarship 
encourages young 
people to consider 
public service and 
is named after the 
Schertz mayor who 
gave 30 years of 
service to this city. 

As Schertz residents, beginning in 
the 1960s, Mayor Baldwin and his 
wife Barbara saw the city grow from 
5,000 residents to more than 30,000 
and become San Antonio’s largest 
suburban city.  

Baldwin, a retired Air Force Senior 
Master Sergeant, served Schertz as an 
assistant city manager, civic volunteer, 
city councilman, and then mayor for 
nearly 17 years.  

ADULT SOCIAL
LEAGUES

SOFTBALL & PICKLEBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

SPRING 2026

Schertz.com/SocialLeagues
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City of Schertz

STATE OF THE CITYSTATE OF THE CITY  
20262026
STATE OF THE CITY 
2026

SCAN TO WATCH
or go to
Schertz.com/sotc

Find your new home at 
TheCrossvine.com

Community
is evergreen.
Whether it’s your next door neighbor, 
the friend you see at the pool, or the 
folks in your run club, there’s always 
space for community here.
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Sergeant Shawn Ceeko began his 
law enforcement career in 2001 and 
joined the Schertz Police Department 
in October 2005. Over the years, he 
served in numerous roles, including 
Patrolman, Special Projects Officer, 
School Resource Officer, Criminal 
Investigations, and Quartermaster. He 
was promoted to Patrol Corporal in 
2011 and Patrol Sergeant in 2023. A 
Master Peace Officer with more than 
2,200 TCOLE hours, Ceeko also served 
honorably in the U.S. Marine Corps and 
achieved the rank of Corporal. Born 
in San Antonio and raised in Spring, 
Texas, he has been married to his wife 
Toni since 2018 and is a proud father 
and stepfather. In retirement, he plans 
to pursue business ventures in the 
livestock and equine industry after 
more than 24 years of service. 

Sergeant Albert Arriaga began his law 
enforcement career in 1994 and joined 
the Schertz Police Department in April 
2001. During his time with Schertz, 
he served as a Patrolman, Criminal 
Investigator, Field Training Officer, and 

member of the Honor Guard. He was 
promoted to Traffic Corporal in 2009 
and Traffic Sergeant in 2021. Arriaga is 
a Master Peace Officer with more than 
3,300 TCOLE hours and has received 
both a Lifesaving Award and a Chief’s 
Award during his career. A San Antonio 
native, he has been married to his wife, 
Valerie, since 2007 and is a proud 
father of two sons. In retirement, he is 
considering opportunities in political 
office or social advocacy within the 
Schertz community and looks forward 
to spending more time restoring classic 
vehicles and enjoying his hobbies after 
more than 30 years of service. 

Lieutenant Virgil Jones began his 
law enforcement career in 1994 and 
joined the Schertz Police Department 
in June 2002. Throughout his tenure, 
he served as a Patrolman, Criminal 
Investigator, Field Training Officer, and 
Accident Reconstructionist before 
promoting to Patrol Corporal in 2007 
and Criminal Investigations Sergeant in 
2017. He was promoted to Lieutenant 
in 2020 and went on to command 

the Criminal Investigation Division, 
Patrol Division, and Support Services 
Division. A Master Peace Officer with 
more than 3,700 TCOLE hours, Jones 
received Supervisor of the Year in 
2010 and Detective of the Year for 
multiple consecutive years. He is a 
founding member of the Schertz Police 
Association and a strong advocate 
for Special Olympics. He will continue 
his law enforcement career with the 
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department 
beginning in February 2026 after more 
than 31 years of service, while also 
looking forward to spending more time 
with his family and personal interests. 

The City of Schertz and the Schertz 
Police Department extend their sincere 
gratitude to Sergeant Ceeko, Sergeant 
Arriaga, and Lieutenant Jones for 
their years of dedication, leadership, 
and service to the community. Their 
contributions have helped shape the 
department and strengthen public 
safety for residents. We wish each of 
them the very best in retirement and in 
the next chapter ahead.

Honoring a Legacy of Service: Schertz Police Celebrate 
Three Retirements 
THE SCHERTZ POLICE DEPARTMENT PROUDLY RECOGNIZES THREE LONGTIME MEMBERS 
OF ITS TEAM WHO RECENTLY RETIRED AFTER DECADES OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY. SERGEANT SHAWN CEEKO, SERGEANT ALBERT ARRIAGA, AND LIEUTENANT 
VIRGIL JONES EACH LEAVE BEHIND A LASTING IMPACT THROUGH THEIR LEADERSHIP, 
PROFESSIONALISM, AND COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SAFETY.

HEADLINESCITY
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Schertz Police Department 
Celebrates 2025 Award Recipients 
ON FEBRUARY 4, THE SCHERTZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
HELD ITS 2025 AWARDS PRESENTATION TO RECOGNIZE 
THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF BOTH 
UNIFORMED AND CIVILIAN STAFF.

Many of the awards are peer-
nominated, allowing colleagues from 
across the department to acknowledge 
exceptional service. Final recipients 
were selected by an awards committee.

The Chief’s Award is presented to 

an employee who has demonstrated 
extraordinary and consistent service  
to the community, the department,  
and the city. 

Also during the ceremony, Roland 
Pena, Ian McMath, and John Ortiz were 

promoted to the rank of Sergeant. 
Additionally, a Life Saving Award was 
presented to Evidence Technician 
Chelsea Garcia for her generosity in 
donating an organ to a family member.

Join us in congratulating these 
outstanding men and women in blue 
for their dedication and commitment to 
keeping our community safe.

LIST OF WINNERS

AWARDS WINNERS

Volunteer of the Year Cyndi Broshat   

Animal Services Employee of the Year Luis Gonzales 

Civilian of the Year Lasonya Madison

Rookie of the Year Adam Rodriguez

Officer of the Year Frank Chavarria

Detective of the Year Samuel Ramirez

Civilian Supervisor of the Year Monica Kuehn

Commissioned Supervisor of the Year Sgt. Daniel Trevino 

Chief’s Award Anna Kraft
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On the Trail to the Stock Show 

The City of Schertz welcomed the 
Alamo Kountry Kickers on Thursday, 
February 12 during their annual trail ride 
stop at Pickrell Park as they made their 
way to the San Antonio Stock Show 
and Rodeo. The group began their 
journey in Comfort, Texas on Saturday, 

February 7, traveling through Boerne, 
Bulverde, Bracken, and Schertz along 
the way. 

This year marked the 51st year the 
Alamo Kountry Kickers have ridden in 
support of the San Antonio Livestock 
Exposition (S.A.L.E.), continuing a 

long-standing tradition that celebrates 
Texas heritage and community spirit. 

During the visit, city representatives 
recognized Trail Boss David 
Wiedenfeld, Trail Ride President 
Morgen Bernhard, Trail Ride Queen 
Felicity Agee, Princess Teagan 
Rutledge, Duchess Kinley Zaeske, 
and Mascot Maggie Meek for their 
dedication to keeping this tradition 
alive and for their continued support 
of the San Antonio Stock Show and 
Rodeo. Riders and guests enjoyed 
 a warm lunch prepared by Abel’s 
Diner before heading out to their  
next campground. 

Thank you to Schertz Bank and Trust 
for their generous contribution to help 
provide lunch for the riders. The City of 
Schertz is proud to support this enduring 
tradition and looks forward to welcoming 
the trail riders again next year. 

HEADLINESCITY

 

SEWER 
AVERAGING

Water usage over this period determines 
your sewer charge for the next billing 
year, which begins April 1. The water 
usage readings will be averaged and the 
average per thousand-gallon usage per 
month will be multiplied by $5.40. The 
final calculation result will be your sewer 
charge for the next 12 months. 

If you get your bill on the 10th day of the month your 
calculation period will be November 1 to March 1 and if you 
get your bill on the 25th day your period will be November 
15 to March 15. 

Sewer averaging for the winter 
months began November 1, 2025, 
and will continue through March 15, 
2026, for cycle billing.

2025 – 2026

RESIDENTS WITH AN AVERAGE 
BELOW 12,000 GALLONS
That total will be added to the base 
rate of $16.40 for residents with an 
average below 12,000 gallons. 

RESIDENTS WITH AN AVERAGE 
GREATER THAN 12,001 
GALLONS
The first 12,000 gallons will be 
multiplied by $5.40 and the portion 
of the average above 12,000 gallons 
will be multiplied by $12.38 and that 
total will be added to the base rate 
of $16.40 for residential use.

For more information, go to  
Schertz.com or call (210) 619-1100
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12th Flying Training Wing Partners 
with USDA Wildlife Services and City 
of Schertz to Mitigate Bird Hazards 

This partnership is focused on 
addressing the seasonal presence of 
large birds, particularly vultures, that 
have established roosts within the 
T-38 Talon and T-6 Texan II training 
aircraft traffic pattern. These roosts, 
located near residential areas and 
under low altitude flight paths, present 
a significant safety concern for aviators 
and the public. 

Initial mitigation and dispersal efforts 
began in July 2025 but were later 
paused. Operations resumed at the 
end of February and continue as 
partners monitor bird activity and 
respond as needed. 

Currently, the vultures are roosting 
in trees near homes on Brooks and 
Winburn between Randolph Avenue 
and Lindberg Avenue. They have 
also been observed as far north as 
Mitchell Avenue, as far south as Curtiss 
Avenue, and as far west as Oak Street. 
Activity is primarily concentrated in 
the neighborhood between Schertz 
Elementary School and Pickrell Park. 
Bird movement is unpredictable, and 
affected areas may shift over time. 

Bird dispersal operations are 
conducted around sunset, lasting 
approximately one to two hours, 
and occurring one to three evenings 
per week depending on conditions 
and bird activity. These operations, 
conducted under the direction 
of USDA Wildlife Services, utilize 
approved dispersal techniques which 
may include the use of pyrotechnics 
or other noise making devices. 

Residents may hear loud bangs or 
sounds similar to fireworks during these 
periods. These noises are intentional 
and part of the effort to humanely 
encourage the birds to relocate away 
from residential and flight critical areas. 

The collaborative effort includes 
identifying attractants, adjusting 
habitat, and safely dispersing the birds 
in accordance with federal wildlife 
management best practices. These 
actions protect the integrity of flight 
training missions while maintaining 
ecological responsibility and 
community safety. 

By working together, the 12th FTW, 
USDA Wildlife Services, and the City 
of Schertz are supporting safer skies 
for pilots and safer neighborhoods for 
residents while preserving the balance 
of the local ecosystem. 

  �If you have questions about the 
dispersal efforts or the process, 
please contact Emi Chan, Wildlife 
Biologist, JBSA RND, USDA Wildlife 
Services, at (210) 652-2224. For 
general concerns or to report 
issues, residents can contact  
the Schertz Police Department 
non-emergency dispatch line at 
(210) 619-1200. 

VULT URE DISP ER SAL EFFORTS M AP  

Aero Ave
Aero Ave

Brooks Ave

Winburn Ave
Winburn Ave

Lindberg Ave

Beacon Ave

Randolph Ave

Pfeil St

Wright Ave Wright Ave

Curtiss Ave
Curtiss Ave

Schertz 
Elementary 

School

Last updated 9-5-2022

THE 12TH FLYING TRAINING WING IS WORKING 
CLOSELY WITH A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
(USDA) WILDLIFE SERVICES BIOLOGIST AND THE CITY 
OF SCHERTZ TO PROACTIVELY MITIGATE WILDLIFE 
HAZARDS THAT POSE RISKS TO BOTH MILITARY FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 
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Committed to a Safe and 
Healthy Schertz  
WHEN SCHERTZ RESIDENTS SIT DOWN TO ENJOY A 
MEAL AT A LOCAL RESTAURANT, TAKE THEIR KIDS TO 
A COMMUNITY POOL, OR BROWSE FOOD VENDORS AT 
THE ANNUAL HOLIDAZZLE EVENT, SAFETY IS OFTEN 
ASSUMED. WHAT MANY DON’T SEE IS THE CAREFUL, 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES WORK THAT HELPS MAKE THOSE 
EVERYDAY EXPERIENCES POSSIBLE.   

By KRYSTAL HAYNES

In Schertz, that responsibility falls to 
the Environmental Health division 
of the Neighborhood Services 
Department, which operates within 

the City’s Planning and Community 
Development Department. 

Often referred to as Sanitarians or 
Environmental Health Inspectors, 
this team plays a critical role in 
protecting the health and safety of 
both residents and visitors. Their 
work spans far beyond restaurant 
inspections, touching nearly every 
corner of daily life in the community. 
From food establishments and 
temporary food events to schools, 
daycares, commercial swimming 
pools, and foster care homes, 
Sanitarians are tasked with ensuring 
that public spaces meet established 
health and safety standards. 

At the heart of their work is prevention. 
During routine, unscheduled health 
inspections, Sanitarians evaluate 
cleanliness, proper sanitizing of 
equipment, safe food handling 
practices, employee handwashing, food 
storage methods, and temperature 
controls. These inspections are 

designed to identify issues early, before 
they escalate into serious problems 
that could lead to foodborne illness, 
infection, or injury. 

“Finding issues before they become 
a problem and potentially cause harm 
is key,” the team explained. “That 
proactive approach is what helps stop 
potential outbreaks and keeps the 
community safe.” 

The expertise behind these inspections 
is backed by extensive education 
and training. To become a Registered 

Sanitarian in the State of Texas, 
individuals must hold a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited college 
or university, including at least 30 
semester hours in basic or applied 
sciences. Candidates must then  
apply to be a Sanitarian in Training 
through the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation, pass a 
rigorous examination, and complete  
a minimum of two years of full-time 
field experience in environmental  
or consumer health before earning 
their registration. 

Feature  

16    /    SCHERTZ MAGAZINE     March 2026



That level of preparation ensures that 
Schertz’s Environmental Health team 
brings both technical knowledge and 
sound judgment into the field. But 
while regulations guide their work,  
the approach taken by Sanitarians  
in Schertz is rooted in education  
and collaboration rather than 
enforcement alone. 

“Sanitarians are not just inspectors — 
they are educators,” said Lisa Locken, 
Neighborhood Services Manager. 
“Our team takes time to explain the 
‘why’ behind the rules and work with 
business owners and managers to 
achieve long-term compliance, not just 
a passing inspection score.” 

When violations are identified, 
inspectors observe food preparation 
processes and discuss concerns 
directly with the person in charge. 
By focusing on education during 
multiple inspections throughout the 
year, Sanitarians help businesses 
understand best practices and 
implement consistent, safe procedures. 
This approach not only improves 
compliance but also strengthens 
trust between the City and the local 
business community. 

Food safety is a significant part of 
the job, and the team emphasizes 
that well-trained employees are 
the foundation of a safe operation. 
Ensuring staff members have Certified 
Food Handler credentials, understand 
temperature requirements, practice 
proper handwashing and glove use, 
and follow food labeling guidelines all 
contribute to maintaining compliance. 
When these practices are supported 
by standardized food safety 
processes, establishments are better 
positioned to succeed. 

Beyond food establishments, 
the Environmental Health team’s 
responsibilities extend to a wide range 
of community services. Sanitarians 
conduct annual inspections of 
commercial swimming pools, taking the 
opportunity to perform comprehensive 
evaluations of pool systems and 
surrounding facilities. These inspections 
are especially important during peak 
swimming seasons, when residents rely 
on safe, clean recreational spaces. 

The team also assists residents with 
mosquito prevention education, helping 
reduce potential health risks associated 
with mosquito-borne illnesses. In 

addition, Environmental Health 
coordinates the Schertz Home 
Energy Efficiency Program (SHEEP), 
a grant-funded initiative that supports 
low- to moderate-income residents 
with energy efficiency upgrades. 
The program aims to lower overall 
energy consumption, improve home 
comfort, and reduce utility costs, 
further contributing to residents’ 
quality of life. 

For many Sanitarians, the most 
rewarding part of the job comes from 
direct interaction with the community. 
Building relationships with residents, 
visitors, and business owners allows 
inspectors to see the real impact of 
their work. 

Through every inspection, 
conversation, and educational 
moment, Sanitarians help ensure 
that Schertz remains a safe, healthy, 
and welcoming place to live and visit. 
While much of their work happens 
out of sight, its impact is felt every 
day — in safe meals, clean pools, 
successful community events, and 
confident residents. 

“Our goal is for the community to feel 
confident that their health and safety 
are protected,” Locken said. “At the 
same time, we work collaboratively 
with businesses so they can continue 
to thrive and remain successful in 
Schertz for years to come.” 

As Schertz continues to grow, the 
Environmental Health team remains 
a steady presence, protecting public 
health while supporting a vibrant, 
thriving community.

We work collaboratively 
with businesses so they 
can continue to thrive 
and remain successful 
in Schertz for years  
to come. 
– LISA LOCKEN 
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HAPPENING 
T H I S  M O N T Hin Schertz
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
Library Knights: Schertz Adult 
Chess Club 

March 1 @ 12:15 – 2 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Teen Improv (Ages 13 – 18 yrs.) March 2 @ 4:45 – 6:15 p.m. Library Program Room 

S.P.A.R.K. Family Workshop (18+) March 3 @ 6 – 8 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Schertz Area Genealogists 
Meeting 

March 3 @ 6:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1 

Soccer Tots Wednesdays, March 4  – 
April 1 @ 5 p.m. & 5:45 p.m.

Schertz Community Center

Poem in Your Pocket: Green 
Poetry (Adults) 

March 5 @ 7 p.m. Genealogy Room 

Story & Swim (Ages 7 yrs.  
& under) 

March 6 @ 10 – 11:30 a.m. Schertz Aquatic Center 

Kick Cancer 5K  March 7 @ 9 a.m.  Pickrell Park 

Lego Lab (Ages 5+) March 7 @ 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Library Program Room 

Basketball Spring Break Camp March 9 – 13 @ 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Pickrell Park Large Pavillion  

Pickleball Spring Break Camp March 9 – 13 @ 12:30 –  
3:30 p.m.

Pickrell Park Large Pavillion  

Wild About Art Spring  
Break Camp

March 9– 13 @ 1:30 –  
4:30 p.m.

 Schertz Community Center  

Nature Discovery Series March 14 @ 9:30 a.m. Crescent Bend Nature Park  

Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners Lunch & Learn (Adults) 

March 14 @ 11:30 a.m. Library Meeting Room 1 

Native Plant Society Seed 
Cleaning & Packaging 

March 15 @ 1 – 3 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1 

Sunday Afternoon Mindful 
Meditation (Adults) 

March 15 @ 1 p.m. Library Program Room 

Salsa Dancing Level 1&2 Thursdays, Mar 19 – May 7 
@ 7 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Schertz Area Senior Center  

The Little Gym® Parent & Little Tot 
Playtime (Ages 10 – 30 months) 

March 20 @ 10:15 – 10:45 a.m.  Library Program Room

The Little Gym® Parent & Big Tot 
Playtime (Ages 2 ½ – 3 ½ yrs.) 

March 20 @ 11 – 11:30 a.m. Library Program Room    

BVYA Opening Day March 21 McDow Sports Complex  

Clean the Creek March 21 @ 8:30 a.m. Cut Off Park  

Tools 101+Birdhouse Build March 21 @ 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. North Center  

STBT Community Blood Drive March 21 @ 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Library Parking Lot 

Family Read & Play (all ages) March 21 @ 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. Library Program Room   

Power Wheels Derby March 22 @ 2 – 5 p.m. Community Circle Park  

Nature Scavenger Hunt March 22 @ 3:30 p.m. Crescent Bend Nature Park  

Cookie Decorating Class March 25 @ 6 – 8 p.m. North Center  

Watercolor Techniques March 28 @ 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Schertz Community Center  

STBT COMMUNITY  
BLOOD DRIVE 
Sat., Mar. 21 | 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. |  
Library Parking Lot  

Sign up to donate blood today! 
Join the South Texas Blood & 
Tissue Mobile Drive at the Schertz 
Public Library parking lot. Register 
at Schertz.com/AdultCalendar — 
walk-ins are welcome the day of 
the event.

NEXT MONTH IN SCHERTZ... 

TEEN VOLUNTEER 
APPLICATIONS DUE 
Due by Friday, April 3 | 6 p.m.

Teen Volunteer applications for 
the Library are due by Friday, 
April 3. If you're ages 13 – 17 and 
interested in supporting your local 
library, submit your completed 
application by the April deadline. 
The application can be found 
on our website at Schertz.com/
LibraryVolunteer. 

Save the  

Date
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RECURRING PROGRAMS
Paper Crafting Crop (Adults) Fourth Sunday @ 12 — 5 p.m. Library Program Room 

Unlimited Horizons Writing Workshop Second Sunday @ 3 – 5 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Senior Center Tech Help** Second Monday @ 10 — 11 a.m. Schertz Senior Center  

Library Quilt Bee (Time varies, check online)  Second and Fourth Tuesday and Third Saturday Library Meeting Room 1

Beginner/High Beginner Line Dance Class Tuesdays @ 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. Community Center 

Toddler Storytime (Ages 20 months – 3 yrs.)*** Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. 
Thursdays @ 11 – 11:30 a.m. 

Library Program Room

Weekly Mahjong Open Play Tuesdays @ 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 2 

Preschool Storytime (Ages 3 – 6 yrs.)*** Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 11 – 11:45 a.m. & 
Thursdays @ 12:30 p.m.

Library Program Room

Improver/Intermediate Line Dance Class Tuesdays @ 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Community Center 

Teen Tuesdays (Ages 13 – 18 yrs.)*** Tuesdays @ 4:45 – 6:15 p.m. Library Program Room 

Screen Smarts: Smartphone Basics  First Tuesday @ 5 – 6 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1

Paws to Read (independent readers) Wednesdays @ 1 – 2 p.m. & 5 – 6:30 p.m. Library Program Room   

Discovery (Ages 6 – 9 yrs.) Wednesdays @ 4 – 4:45 p.m. Library Program Room 

Walk-in Tech Help Wednesdays Wednesdays @ 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Library Meeting Room 1 

Baby & Me Storytime  (Ages Birth – 24 months)*** Thursdays @ 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Library Program Room 

InbeTween (Ages 8 – 12 yrs.) Thursdays @ 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Library Program Room 

Jugando y Aprendiendo En La Biblioteca  
(20 meses a 3 años) 

Viernes @ 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Library Program Room 

*     Library spice kits for adults will be available the first week of March featuring Minced Garlic 

**   A membership to the Schertz Senior Center is required to attend tech help at the Senior Center.  
***  �Weekly youth programs are offered on a rotating schedule. These programs are offered for 6 weeks then pause for 3 weeks. We will resume weekly youth programs beginning the week of  
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Schertz Hometown Harvest 
Experience the best of local flavor 
and community spirit at the City of 
Schertz Farmers Market on April 4! 
Featuring fresh, locally grown produce, 
handmade goods, and delicious food 
from area vendors, the market is your 
one-stop shop for all things fresh and 
unique. Whether you’re shopping for 
your weekly groceries or looking for 
a fun outing, the City Farmers Market 
is the perfect place to connect, shop, 
and explore. 

Salsa Dancing  
Get ready for another round of salsa 
dancing bootcamps starting March 
19th. There is an option for dancers 
of all levels. Our beginner level 
course focuses on mastering the 
fundamentals—basic steps, posture, 

Power Wheels Derby
Age: 3 – 8 | March 22 | 2 – 5 p.m. | $15  
per entry | Community Circle Drive 

Get ready for an exciting day filled 
with fun and friendly competition 
at the Power Wheels Derby! The 
Schertz Parks and Recreation 
Department invites children ages 3 to 
8 to participate in this thrilling event 
at Community Circle Drive. Young 
racers are encouraged to bring their 
own Power Wheels to compete in a 
day where enjoyment meets friendly 
rivalry. All registered Power Wheels 
must be original stock vehicles with 
no modified batteries, and participants 
are required to wear a helmet during 
the race. Cheer on your little ones as 
they zoom to the finish line and create 
lasting memories in this thrilling event 
for the whole family.  

rhythm, partnering techniques, lead-
and-follow mechanics, and fun turn 
patterns, while level 2 is for dancers 
with prior experience. Whether you’re 
dancing at a social event, wedding, 
Quinceañera, or just a night out, you’ll 
be ready to shine. No partner required. 

Watercolor Techniques 
Join our watercolor techniques 
workshop, taught by experienced 
instructors from My Art Starz. Participants 
will draw koi fish in a pond with pencil 
and ink, then paint their koi ponds with 
liquid watercolors. They will learn fun 
techniques like the wax resist method, 
wet into wet and using salt for texture. 

Tools 101 + Birdhouse Build 
This Girl w/ Grit course is a beginner-
friendly introduction to the world of 
building! Participants will learn how to 
safely use basic hand tools, practice 
new skills, and build their very own 
birdhouse from a kit. While hosted by 
Girl w/ Grit, this course is open and 
welcoming to all youth, regardless  
of gender. 

Cookie Decorating: Easter 
Themed 
Hop into spring with our cheerful Easter 
Cookie Decorating Class! This all-ages 
workshop invites kids, teens, and adults 
to get creative as we decorate adorable 
cookies inspired by the season. 
Participants will learn step-by-step 
techniques to design colorful spring 
flowers and the cutest little hatching 
chicks. Registrants will take home a 
total of 6 cookies, instruction /recipe 
sheets, and any leftover icing.

  �For more information and to 
register for Parks & Recreation 
programs and events, visit 
Schertz.com/civicrec.
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SATURD
AY, M

ARCH 7

PICKRELL PA
RK

7:30 A.M. CHECK - IN 

9:00 A.M. START SPONSORED BY

5K & 1K

REGISTER
ONLINE AT

SCHERTZ.COM

BENEFITTING

WE’RE SEEKING VENDORS 
who can showcase the best our local farmers, 
ranchers, and food artisans have to offer. Don’t  

miss this fantastic opportunity to grow your  
business and connect with the community. 

Vendor  

Applications  

Now Open!

EVERY FIRST SATURDAY 
APRIL – JUNE / AUG – NOV 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Large Pavillion at Pickrell Park

Experience the best of local flavor and community 
spirit at the Schertz Hometown Harvest Farmer’s 
Market! Featuring fresh, locally grown produce, 
handmade goods, and delicious food from area 
vendors, the market is your one-stop shop 
for all things fresh and unique.

Vendor applications are 
open now! Learn more 
and apply today!Schertz.com/hometownharvest 
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FOR A COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF ALL LIBRARY EVENTS PLEASE VISIT SCHERTZLIBRARY.ORG.

Library Knights: Schertz Adult 
Chess Club 
Ever wanted to learn chess, sharpen 
your skills, or meet other chess 
enthusiasts? Stop by each month 
and do all three! Chess player Mario 
Olivarez — the 2024 San Antonio City 
Chess Champion with 26 years of 
experience—will be on hand to teach 
the basics and explore different chess 
topics each month. Join us on Sunday, 
March 1, in Library Meeting Room 2. No 
registration required. Beginner lessons 
will take place from 12:15 – 1 p.m., 
followed by open play from 1 – 2 p.m.  
A limited number of chess boards will 
be provided by the Library. 

Little Gym® Parent & Tot 
Playtime 
The Library is partnering with The 
Little Gym® of Schertz to offer two fun, 
age-appropriate movement classes 
for toddlers and their caregivers. 
Parent & Little Tot Playtime (ages 10 
– 30 months) is a gentle, play-based 
class where young toddlers can move, 
climb, and explore alongside a trusted 
adult while building early motor skills, 
strength, coordination, confidence, 
and social skills through guided 

activities and group play. Parent & Big 
Tot Playtime (ages 2½ – 3½ years) 
is a more energetic class designed 
for older toddlers who are ready to 
practice growing independence. 
Through structured activities and 
small-group play, children will develop 
strength, coordination, cooperation, 
and confidence, making it a great step 
toward pre-K programs. Enrollment 
is limited to ensure a high-quality 
experience, with one child per 
caregiver. Visit our online calendar  
for full details and registration at 
Schertz.com/YouthCalendar. 

Find Your Calm: Sunday 
Afternoon Mindful Meditation 
Did you know that meditation can help 
reduce stress, improve focus, and 
support overall mental and emotional 
well-being? Whether you’re new to 
meditation or looking to deepen your 
practice, it’s a great way to relax, 
recharge, and cultivate mindfulness. 
Join mindfulness meditation teacher 
Mike Brown on Sunday, February 
15, at 1 p.m. in the Library Program 
Room. This free session will guide 
participants through a calming 
meditation practice designed to leave 

you feeling refreshed and centered. 
Space is limited — register online at 
Schertz.com/AdultCalendar. 

Unlimited Comics, One Library 
Card: Discover Comics Plus 
Discover Comics Plus, the Library’s 
digital comics resource that gives 
you unlimited access to thousands of 
comics, graphic novels, and manga—
all with your library card. Read full 
series from major publishers on your 
phone, tablet, or computer, anytime and 
anywhere. With titles for kids, teens, 
and adults, Comics Plus is perfect for 
lifelong fans and curious newcomers 
alike. No holds, no waitlists — just start 
reading and explore a whole universe 
of stories instantly. Download now in 
the Apple App Store or Google Play 
Store, and log in with your library  
card number. Get more details at 
Schertz.com/eBooks. 

NewsBank: Local and National 
Headlines Anytime, Anywhere 
Stay informed with NewsBank, your 
go-to resource for in-depth coverage 
of local and national news, people, 
and events across topics such as 
business, health, education, jobs 
and careers, and political and social 
issues. This resource features a wide 
range of credible, vetted U.S. news 
sources — including the San Antonio 
Express-News, USA Today, and 
many more — available in their full 
newspaper layout, just like the print 
edition. Access is available 24/7, on 
any device. Discover more at  
Schertz.com/eResources. 

Connect with us on social media

   �Facebook.com/SchertzLibrary

    Instagram.com/SchertzPublicLibrary
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 Easter Egg-Stravaganza!

Join us for a special edition of our annual Easter 
Egg-Stravaganza as we celebrate 150 years of 
the YMCA with a poolside egg hunt that brings 

together fun, family, and community.

 Let’s make waves together as we honor 
150 years of building healthy spirit, mind, 

and body for all. 

March 20, 2026

Ages 1 -12
*3 Sessions*

Event Highlghts:

5:00p
5:45p
6:30p

* Ages 1-6 require a parent/guardian to 
accompany them into the pool.*
*Ages 7 and up must complete a swim test 
and a parent/guardian, must be on the deck.*

SCHERTZ FAMILY YMCA • 621 Westchester
210-619-1900 • ymcasatx.org/schertz

“SHELL”EBRATING
150 YEARS OF 

EASTER FUN! 

Dive in for an underwater egg hunt 
Trade your eggs for a goody bag 
Enjoy food vendors & local business activities on the splash pad 
Commemorate the YMCA’s legacy of youth development  & healthy living

Please scan the QR code to register!
Registration opens: 

February 20 (YMCA Members/Schertz Residents)
February 27 (Community)

1201 Pat Booker Road  Universal City, TX 78148

Compassionate Guidance for Lifes Key Transitions -  Whether 
Navigating Custody or Planning Your Estate - We’re Here to Help!

Proudly Serving
Bexar, Guadalupe, and Comal Counties as well as the  

Greater Randolph Metrocom Area

(210) 200-8519
WWW.BARGERLAWFIRM.COM

PROBATE , ESTATE PLANNING 
& FAMILY LAW

Wills, Trusts & 
Estate Planning

Medical & Financial 
Powers of Attorney

Probate & Trust 
Administration

Child Custody and 
Child Support
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City Updates

In recognition of Women’s History 
Month, the Schertz Economic 
Development Corporation is proud to 
highlight women-owned businesses 
that play a vital role in strengthening 
the local economy and shaping the 
city’s future. 

Women entrepreneurs are an essential 
part of Schertz’s business landscape. 
Across retail, professional services, 
healthcare, food service, manufacturing 
support, and logistics, women-owned 
businesses bring innovation, resilience, 
and long-term stability to our economy. 
These businesses create jobs, reinvest 
locally, and help define Schertz as a 
community where opportunity thrives. 

Many women business owners in 
Schertz began with a simple idea and 
a strong work ethic, growing their 
businesses into trusted employers 
and service providers. Others chose 

Schertz to launch or expand because of 
its strategic location, business-friendly 
environment, and high quality of life. 
Together, they represent the diversity 
and entrepreneurial spirit that drives 
Schertz forward. 

Supporting women-owned businesses 
is also smart economic development. 
Communities with diverse business 
ownership are more resilient, 
innovative, and competitive. When 
women succeed in business, the 
benefits extend beyond individual 
companies, strengthening the 
workforce, supporting families,  
and contributing to inclusive  
economic growth. 

Schertz remains committed to 
fostering an environment where all 
entrepreneurs can succeed through 
business retention and expansion 
efforts, workforce partnerships, and 

strong collaboration between the city 
and the EDC. As we celebrate Women’s 
History Month, we recognize that the 
success of women-owned businesses 
is inseparable from the success of 
Schertz itself. 

Local Women-Owned 
Businesses Making an Impact 

A Chicago Bite 
Owner: Dr. Krystal Cross 

Rooted in Dr. 
Cross’s Chicago 
upbringing, A 
Chicago Bite 
offers classic 
Chicago-style hot 
dogs, soul food 
favorites, wings, 
fresh catfish, 
and burgers in 
a welcoming, family-friendly setting. 
The restaurant serves residents from 
Schertz and surrounding communities, 
providing a space to gather, connect, 
and enjoy comforting, made-with- 
care meals. 
www.achicagobite.com 

Advanced Rejuvenating Concepts 
Owner: Tina Zillmann 

A pioneer in 
skincare and 
aesthetics, Tina 
Zillmann opened 
her first skin 
rejuvenation 
clinic more than 
30 years ago. As 
one of the first 
aestheticians 
granted hospital privileges, she has 
worked alongside leading medical 
professionals and continues to share 
her expertise through education, 
media, and innovative treatments. 
www.arcskincare.com 

BlogFROM THE

Women Who Build Our Economy 
Celebrating Women-Owned Businesses in Schertz

MARCH IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE LEADERSHIP, 
PROGRESS, AND THE PEOPLE WHO MOVE OUR 
COMMUNITY FORWARD.
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Biscuit House 
Owners: Galina Onishchenko & Sofia Davis 

This mother-
daughter team 
brings passion 
for hospitality 
and comfort food 
to every plate. 
Biscuit House 
is known for 
hearty breakfast 
favorites, 
exceptional customer service, and 
a welcoming atmosphere designed 
for busy families to enjoy quality time 
together. 
www.bhschertz.com 

Farmers Insurance –  
Natascha Reynoso 
Owner: Natascha Reynoso 

Natascha 
Reynoso 
provides trusted 
insurance 
services to 
individuals, 
families, and 
businesses 
in Schertz, 
helping clients 
protect what matters most through 
personalized guidance and long-term 
relationships. 
shorturl.at/9TKdx 

River Whey Creamery 
Owner: Susan Rigg 

Susan Rigg 
turned a lifelong 
passion for food 
into River Whey 
Creamery after 
training at the 
Culinary Institute 
of America. 
Focused on 
sustainability and 
transparency, the creamery produces 
world-class cheese using Texas milk, 
celebrating the connection between 
land, craft, and community. 
www.riverwheycreamery.com 

Stitched in Schertz 
Owner: Joy Tapley 

A veteran- and 
family-owned 
business, 
Stitched in 
Schertz offers 
quilt-shop-
quality fabrics, 
sewing supplies, 
classes for all 
skill levels, and 
longarm quilting services. With more 
than 15 years in the textile industry, Joy 
Tapley has created a welcoming space 
centered on creativity, craftsmanship, 
and customer service. 
www.stitchedinschertz.com 

  �For questions or inquiries, please 
call our offices at (210) 619-1070 or 
email us at business@schertz.com. 
For more information, regarding 
the Schertz EDC’s activities, 
visit schertzedc.com or visit our 
Facebook page @SchertzEDC. 
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list of available tools

TOOL SHED
SCHERTZ COMMUNITY

lawnmower
string trimmer

loppers
electric loppers

pole saw
digging shovel

flat shovel
leaf rake

Garden Rake
leaf blower

pruning shears
Wheelbarrow

The community tool shed contains hand and gas power tools that can be used 
at no cost by residents. For more informaton visit schertz.com/toolshed
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CLEAN
WHEREG I V EY   U

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER!

THE CREEK

Join the City of Schertz for an opportunity to

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
8:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
MEET AT CUTOFF PARK

700 BLOCK OF FM 1518

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
AT (210) 619-1829 OR EMAIL ENGINEERING@SCHERTZ.COM

L I V E
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Johann Schertz: Settling New Braunfels, Schertz and Boerne
Found among the many contributions of our late SHPC founder, Dean 
Weirtz, is the historical recounting of the settlement  of one of the seven 
children (six single, one married) that accompanied Joseph and Anna Marie 
Schertz aboard the Jean Key Teau sail ship departing in October 1843 
from Antwerp, Belgium in route to Indianola, Texas. The Schertz family 
first took refuge in San Antonio, Texas and from there moved to New 
Braunfels, Texas along with Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels Germany and 
his settler troop. The family became one of New Braunfels’ first settler 
families. 
The story of family members migration to areas outside of New Braunfels 
is told for some, but not all of the sons and daughters of Joseph and 
Anna Marie. The reader may be particularly familiar with the story 
of the family’s eldest son Sebastian who is considered the founding 
father of Schertz, Texas. However, little is known or written about the 
remaining children. 
Thus, it was a pleasant surprise to learn of son Johann Schertz’ movements from New Braunfels to Boerne, Texas
where he and his family became one of the first founding families. The source of discovery for Johann’s family
migration history is cited below and their family movements are summarized as well.
Johann’s first settlement venture was the purchase of a five-acre lot (#115) in New Braunfels. In January 1849, Johann
and his brother Sebastian purchased property (600 acres) along the Cibolo Creek in Guadalupe County Texas at a
location latter to become Schertz, Texas.     The brothers are listed as residents of the purchased land. In 1851, Johann
married Segunda Rude and a year later they moved to the Texas Hill Country at a location of what is today Boerne,
Texas, becoming a first settler family of that community. 
Johann and Segunda purchased two large lots on Main Street in Boerne and lived there for several years. In 1855, the
couple purchased 160 acres on Spring Creek Road about three miles north of Boerne. They moved to the Spring Creek
Road location soon after purchasing the 160 acres and began farming and ranching operations. Johann’s family was
one of the first German families to occupy land in the Boerne area.
Sadly in 1860, at the age of 36, Johann died suddenly of appendicitis. His wife and children moved back into Boerne
and became active citizens in the affairs of the town and other Texas areas. The family relatives still reside in Boerne,
New Braunfels and Schertz Texas.

Schertz Historical Calendars on sale!

Calendars are $10 and available through the
City of Schertz Bldg 1 & 2, Chamber of

Commerce offices, and the Schertz Library

Follow us and share your memories on
our Facebook page or email us at:

/SchertzHistoricalPreservationCommittee

Share your Schertz memories and
help us preserve our history!

zreed@schertz.com

(1) Guadalupe County Reverse Index to Deeds, Book 1-2, 1854-1883 &amp; Guadalupe County Deed Book K, p.189
Source: The Journal, German-Texan Heritage Society, Volume XXXXI, No. 3, Fall 2019, p. 123 
Additional source and photo: hcarcheology.org/johann-scherz-homestead-and-grave-site-project-september-2018/
Original Author: Dean Weirtz                Edited for content: Maggie Titterington

(1)
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Around the Community

The Schertz-Cibolo-
Selma Lions 

Club is offering 
scholarships 
to high school 
seniors, to 

encourage 
higher education or 

training and assist 
with the achievement of personal or 
professional goals.  

Traditionally, up to five $1,000 
scholarships have been awarded on a 
competitive basis.   

Eligible students must: 

	■ Be currently enrolled high school 
seniors (including home-schooled 
students) 

	■ Have a graduation date in May/June 
2026  

	■ Reside or attend school in Schertz, 
Cibolo, or Selma. 

Application deadline is May 4, 2026.

  �For more information and 
the complete application 
instructions, please visit the 

Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions Club 
website. The application is on the 
CALENDAR page at the ‘view flier’ 
tab. Visit http://www.e-clubhouse.
org/sites/schertzcibolo/ 
calendar.php.

2026 Schertz-Cibolo-Selma Lions Club Scholarship Program   
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The Forde Family brought a little 

piece of Schertz with them as 

they set sail on an unforgettable 

Alaskan cruise.

Bring your Schertz Magazine along during your travels 
and send us a high resolution photo of you and your 

magazine to magazine@schertz.com. You may see your 
photo in an upcoming issue of Schertz Magazine!

Dr Rosa Hawthorne traveled to 

Roatan, Honduras on a cruise  

with her Schertz Magazine.

Linda and Jeff Callendar took Schertz Magazine to Berlin. 

The Christensen Family took  

their Schertz Magazine with them 

to Shoshone Falls, often called  

the "Niagara of the West",  

near Twin Falls, Idaho. 



CITY COUNCIL 

Ralph Rodriguez Mayor 
(210) 517-9961 
ralphrodriguez@schertz.com

Dr. Mark E. Davis Councilmember
(210) 376-9141 
markdavis@schertz.com

Michelle Watson Councilmember
(210) 419-8472 
mwatson@schertz.com

Paul Macaluso Councilmember
(210) 419-4972  
paulmacaluso@schertz.com

Benjamin Guerrero Councilmember  
(210) 917-4681  
bguerrero1@schertz.com

Robert Westbrook Councilmember
(210) 846-8768 
robertwestbrook@schertz.com

Allison Heyward Councilmember
(210) 608-9543 
allisonheyward@schertz.com

Dr. Robert L. Sheridan III 
Councilmember 
210-608-2381
robertsheridan@schertz.com

CITY DEPARTMENTS

City of Schertz/311 	 (210) 619-1000 

Animal Services	 (210) 619-1550 

City Manager	 (210) 619-1000 

City Secretary 	 (210) 619-1030 

Civic Center 	 (210) 619-1600 

Economic Development 	 (210) 619-1070 

EMS (non-emergency) 	 (210) 619-1400

Engineering	 (210) 619-1820 

Fire (non-emergency)	 (210) 619-1300 

Inspections	 (210) 619-1750

Library	 (210) 619-1700 

Municipal Court 	 (210) 619-1500 

Neighborhood Services 	 (210) 619-1650 

Parks & Recreation	 (210) 619-1850 

Planning & Comm Dev	 (210) 619-1780 

Police (non-emergency) 	 (210) 619-1200 

Police Records	 (210) 619-1200 

Public Affairs 	 (210) 619-1630 

Public Works	 (210) 619-1800  

Trash & Recycling	 (210) 619-1100 

Utility Billing 	 (210) 619-1100

  VISIT SCHERTZ.COM

NOW YOU

KN W
S C H E R T Z

WATCH
NOW

Go Behind-the-
Scenes of City
Programs and

Services!

SCHERTZ.COM/NYK

Official City Meetings and Office Closures

Planning and Zoning Comm 
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Library Advisory Board 
6:30 p.m.  |  Library Meeting Rm 1

City Council Meeting  
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Transportation Safety Adv Comm 
5:30 p.m.  |  Council Chambers 

City Council Meeting  
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

MAR

3

MAR

2

MAR

2

MAR

5

MAR

17

SSLGC 
1:30 p.m.  |  SSLGC Admin Bldg

Parks & Rec Adv Board 
5:30 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Historical Preservation Committee 
6 p.m.  |  Bob Andrews Conf Rm

Economic Dev Corp Board 
6 p.m.  |  Council Chambers

Council Pre-Budget Retreat 
All Day

MAR

25

MAR

26

MAR

27

MAR

23

MAR

19

* Meeting dates, times, and locations are subject to change.

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=


Public Affairs Department 
1400 Schertz Parkway 
Schertz, Texas  78154

$15 per
entry

Power Wheels
Derby
Sunday, March 22 , 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Bring your own Power Wheels

*All registered Power Wheels must be original stock vehicles with no modified batteries*

Age Brackets:
3 - 4 years old
5 - 6 years old

SCHERTZ.COM/DERBY

7 - 8 years old


