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LETTERS FROM

THE ORGANIZERS

Dear Reader,

In celebration of AANHPI Heritage Month,
ASA set out on a mission to capture the voices
of young Asian Americans in Georgia. We've
bound their stories together to share with you.

Each page has been specially curated to
engage you in a personal conversation.

We hope you lean in, listen to our stories, and—
perhaps most importantly— listen closely to the
way your heart responds.

Our empathy is our greatest strength; we build
bridges by seeing ourselves and one another in
our full, dignified humanity.

AANHPI voices belong in all spaces.

We invite you to use this collection for your
personal journal prompts, discussion with
friends and family, or to display in the backdrops

of your next gathering.

asiAN

Ahra Cho
Executive Director of ASA




Hey, there.

At AAVEd, we envision a Georgia where all
students and families understand our
interconnected histories and create meaningful
social change in solidarity with one another.
It's more than representation.

Through this project, we honor our Asian
American ancestors who came before us.
We celebrate our diverse and resilient
communities. And we root for you and other
Asian American youths as you uncover your
voice. Know you are powerful.

Weonhee Shin AA\‘ Ed

Executive DireCtOr of AAVEd Asian Amaerican Voices for Education

Welcome!

At the center of our organizations is the uplifting
of young AANHPI people. With this magazine,
we can share with you their creativity, stories,
art, and heritage.

As you look through the pages of this collection,
we hope you are reminded of our history, our
trailblazers, and the power that creativity wields
for our future.

Akshay Maheshwari NA
Founder of Naya Magazine YA
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Fun Fact:
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WHAT IS A ZINE?

Zines are smaller, independently
produced and published magazines that
capture stories, writings, and works of art
from communities that are often sidelined by
mainstream publishing.

Zines are fusion of art and activism, used
to share stories of our marginalized
communities.

Meet Lena Song

Lena Song is a documentary
filmmaker and graphic designer
committed to storytelling for
social justice. Zines became a
way for her to document lived
experiences and uplift youth by
representing stories that speak
to their identity.

Check ovt a Zine
made by Lena! \Q_
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Asians and Asian Americans in the U.S.
oftentimes create tightly knit
communities within their own ethnic
groups in search of safety and
belonging. However, this can isolate
them from the larger community,
creating a bubble and echo chamber.
Asian Americans are also often boxed
into stereotypes as the model minority--
never causing trouble, keeping their
heads down.

However, when we look outside of these
bubbles, we see that Asian Americans
have always been fighting for civil rights
in solidarity with other racial and ethnic
groups.

We can only create true safety and

belonging by leaning into togetherness A‘ )
across cultures, language, and identity.
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TOGETHER?

Asian-American

How can we create togetherness
across cultures and identities?




THE UNITED STATES

OF ASIAN AMERICA
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| wanted to create a hypothetical nation of only Asian Americans.

| juxtaposed the common phrases in America’s founding and
applied Asian American motifs to show the hypocrisy of such
statements. The Zine highlights the ways the country often fails to
uphold its values. The Statue of Liberty is a monument that
represents the U.S., but history shows time and time again how
marginalized groups have to fight for liberty.
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Andy Tran. Gwinnett Countg,nr 19.
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What values are representative of the U.S.?

In what ways are the values being upheld,

o or not, today?



REPRESENTATION MATTERS
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This shows the story of many Asian
American youth who grew up not seeing
themselves represented in the school
curriculum. Young people are using their
voices to advocate for Ethnic Studies and
U.S. history that is inclusive of Asian
American stories.

: Why is it important to see yourself
i represented in history and stories? '

. T e
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The Third Werld Liberation Frent from the 1960s in San Francisco

was a multi-ethnic coalition of college students, faculty, and

community members that fought for educational justice and the

right 1o learn a full US. History. Their efferts led fo the creation
ethnic studies courses that we have foday.

Follow @c.apaas on IG to learn more about the work of the
Georgia Youth's Coalition for AP Asian American studies!

/



With the rise of Asian
media in the West, it feels
as though the only pieces
of our life that stick are
ones that commodifies
our culture.

Sharron Van. Clayton County. 21.
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How does the media
(tv shows, movies, games,
etc.) affect how you see

certain groups of people?
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We are treated more as
trending topics than as
people and a culture-
which feeds into the view
that we are nothing
outside of what we can
provide for others.
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Someday
Moybe semeday.

What type of media do you
consume? How does it
portray certain groups of
people?
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This Zine features
artifacts that show
the struggles and
resistance of East and
Southeast Asian
Americans.

These include:

e 1800s Anti-Chinese
Immigration Laws

e Japanese
Incarceration Camp

¢ International Hotel

e Vincent Chin case

e Media portrayal of
Asian American
women

Research these
historical moments.
What are their
impacts today?
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How does history
and stereotypes
shape the way we e~

see ourselves and
others today? _
How do you want to

be seen by those
around you?

This piece is a visual reflection on how
people in power have tried to define Asian
Americans. The images in pink frame shows
photos of historical propaganda and
policies to show the roots of exclusion.



THIS IS AMERICA

Jacqueline Kwun. Cobb County. 17.

The images in blue frame explores how we’re often
boxed into definitions like the model minority myth or
trauma narratives. But the final image in green frame
reclaims our identity through a collage of pictures

showing resistance, protest, and power.
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Michael V. Gwinnett County.

How do immigration
laws impact our
broader community?



My Zine is about
stopping anti-Asian
discrimination and
explaining immigration
laws that affect the
Asian community.

JNLTE]) STATES

Back in the late 70s,
South Vietnam was
united with North
Vietnam as a communist
state of Vietham. My
uncle sought refuge and
took a boat to
Singapore.

=

B He later gained refugee
SIEQ;{HE“H AIE status from the U.N in
; fIdeUR. the mid 80s, and got
e | SCAEGOR \ citizenship from the U.S.
¢

That wasn't the end. My uncle started helping my family
with the immigration process to help us start a better
journey in the U.S. However, the process to gain
citizenship took over 20 years because of discriminatory
immigration laws, which continue to impact my family.



What do you notice about
the images?

What are they trying to say?




WE ARE

Summer Chen. Gwinnett County.
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YOUR TURM!

Create your own Zine to share your story.

What do you wish people knew about you?
What is important to you?




Check out this
link for important

historical images
in AANHPI history!




WHAT IS A
BLACKOUT POEM?

Blackout poetry is a literary art made entirely
of artistic inspiration from already created
writing.

It usually incorporates blacking out entire
paragraphs and phrases in an effort to
highlight certain words to make a point.

Meet Ankita Jaikumar

Ankita Jaikumar is a teen poet
from Forsyth County. She is one of
the 24-25 Atlanta Youth Poet
Laureate Ambassadors and has
work featured in Mosaic Lit,
Qafiyah Review, and misPrinted.
Additionally, she serves as the
Director of Programming at
Rosetta Literary Magazine.

Check ovt a poem
made by Anﬁifo.’ \9__




We Are More Than
Our Fences

for all Americang
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Imake Americans uncomfortable

Incorrect

model students as stereotypes—

problems that need to be solved

norms that do not

hold true for all Americans.

inappropriate cultures will make Americans
uncomfortable.
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“Being.” is a piece that speaks on the feeling of
unfulfillment after having pursued, or being in the
process of pursuing, one’s dream. | want it to be a
reminder for all those working towards something that
satisfaction comes from internal contentment,

something that external achievements cannot fill.
The pursuit of one’s dream is an amazing journey, but also
one that can be draining if not intentionally seeking rest.



to his treasu 8

“I am alwa

What are your dreams?
He worked for that

L : dream

Do you find yourself but the strength and
balancing work with will
rest, or is that something wasn’t there
you struggle with? why not?
maybe he had a dream

to just be

BEING.

Doralynn Vo. Cobb County. 17.



EMOTIONAL DETA

Caroline Kwon. Gwinnett County. 18.
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When are the times you feel lonely or misunderstood?

Do you let your emotions free or repress them?



| spent my entire life
searching for someone |
could completely love
and share all of me with.
But deep down, | never
felt any real emotional
attachment to anyone. |
love my friends, my
parents, and my sister,
but | never truly felt
connected with them.
When I’'m feeling stuck in
this endless loophole of
emptiness, | want
someone to come along
and drag me out of it.

pushed to the ground
and mending the hole
i feel

empty

strange

different

and hurt

i’m an adventurer

in search of faith
and a smile (/
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INDEPENDENCE™

the boy was
surprised within
him to have anger
toward his
companions
because he
thought he had a
\ : i l purpose,

m\' lm ] purpose in life.

after two years, his
parents wanted

F"a‘uuﬁ!l!.d " (er two yeary !tﬂ@ | him to be a priest.

N = { he had wanted to
T .' “@ 1'3@ \L’i‘ : know the world.
—— * . k.
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“The only ones who
travel are the
shepherds,” said
his father.

“Then I’ll be a
shepherd!” the boy
explained.

“Comparison
is the thief
of joy”

An Vu. Gwinnett County. 16.

This piece is based off of a struggle many people
in the Asian American community experience:
comparison and pressure. This poem is meant to
remind you that your parents and peers don’t
write your story. You do.

If you were in an environment free of
- pressures and expectations,
i - what would you want for yourself?




sensitivity, understanding
multicultural

all are valued

name meanings, food, holidays,
stories, folktales

storytelling enriches all students

IncorroRATING THE Diverse CULTURES OF STUDENTS IN THE
CLASSROON
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What is the meaning of your name?

What foods, holidays, and storiesare ... .« i
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VO|CES OF
AMERICA
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Madison Nguyen



This poetry emphasizes the value of ESL
(English as a Second Language) in
American society. It conveys how ESL
supports cultural sharing
and a broader understanding of the
American identity.

The artwork suggests that ESL is not just
for immigrants, but serves all Americans
by fostering connection and cultural
awareness.

Why do you think learning and
understanding different languages and
cultures is important for everyone, not
just immigrants?

How do you think ESL programs help

build a stronger and more connected
community in America?
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I want to be heard
the strange words
isn’t mine

cE
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the strange words




Her name was Sunny, the first

Korean American friend | made when

| immigrated to the U.S.

The Kindergarten classroom where we
met was a strange place with kidsand -
teachers who spoke a strange language
with strange rules. Sunny heard me,
understood me, and helped me to find
the words to be heard by my peers.

Her bright, radiant boldness helped me
feel a little braver every day.

When was a time you felt out of place
or not understood?

Who was someone who helped you feel
seen and heard?
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I know
that
dream
but

it
didn’t matter Marinette Katryn Santiago. Gwinnett County. 16.

My cousin Adele lived in the Philippines, and it took years for her
to join us in the U.S. As a kid, | asked over and over, “When’s Adele
coming?” My parents would smile and reply, “Next month!”

But that next month kept getting pushed back. | didn’t realize it
then, but it was the immigration system keeping our family apart.

How may delays in the immigration
process affect families emotionally?




Sofie Malik. Gwinnett County. 14.
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I know I can
never be alone
it is within my
power

to build a bridge
Even he can
understand my
story

a chance that
one day he will
tell me his story
and I will tell
him mine

| believe we don’t hear each other’s stories
often enough. This piece is meant to bring

What do you wish people
would ask you more often?

What is a uniqueness about
you that you are proud about?

others together in their differences and
encourage all of us to open up.

¥



ZENITH

the dream

its zenith

lasted and

withstood the cold of the
dawn

we have a purpose

the purpose in life to travel
to explain

to read

to have

to know the world

Jacqueline Kwun.
Cobb County. 17.

What do you think it
means to have a
“purpose”?

What do you think is your
purpose in life?
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What do you do £

and remember

joy?

Cge Adcfemist

forgotten

forget the joys
never the best
yes, endless hours
never content

i

had

forgotten






YOUR TURN!

What is your story?
What do you want people
to know about you--
your dreams, worries,
aspirations, and values?
What is on your heart?

Add your poem or story
on the lined page.
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