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BRAND WITH US!

Ready to dominate the digital world?
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At Current Business Catalyst, we specialize
in marketing plans that deliver results.

‘ Our Services:

SEO Optimization
Social Media Management

Content Creation

Let us help you grow your business!
Contact Sarah - 309-714-9312




SPONSOR iNAEX

Here is the collective listing of the businesses that make this publication
possible. When possible, please support them and tell them thank you.

Chamber of Commerce
309-944-2686

Chicago St Decorating
309-944-6854

Erdman Construction
309-948-2123

Farmer’s National Bank
815-537-2348

Geneseo Communications
309-944-2103

Geneseo Farmers Market
309-507-0002

Geneseo Wellness

Hanford Insurance
309-944-5151

Thank yow for your suppert!

Mel Foster
309-944-6414

Nosh

One Way Carpet
309-507-3334

Springfield Armory
309-944-5631

Village Home Stores
309-944-1344

Vorac Pharmacy
309-944-2166

Wirth Inc
309-944-4612




The Current Scene
© 2024 Volume 1
www.geneseocurrent.com

Editor/ Publisher:

Geneseo Media Group, LLC

Designer: One Step Printing, Davenport, IA
Printed by One Step Printing, Davenport, IA

Production: 32 pages on
80# Gloss Text

© 2024 Geneseo Media Group. All rights reserved.

While reasonable care has been exercised in the
preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no
responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages
resulting from the use of the information contained herein.



TADLE Ol
CONTENTS

perfern atquod es dolent, invel iduci volo iniet mo
ente inus aliquia nus natendem delecul landan-
dignam ditio blabo. Itat abo. Ut quodiorpos autem
adis aut adio optatibus re ea sam, officipsunt prate
similique seceri at quis ipsa ditat mo cum sant que
velibus as por aut lantem qui blacest milluptat.
Idebis voluptios aut faccatis si volupic illuptae
abo. It, eost abor si dellendament el id ut essi-
tatem restiis et et mo quibus et que doluptae
verum dolest, quaspicipsa cum hil ident velignit,
tempos dis enimilla as quia qui volorerore sum
rem et volupiciendi occum volum aut unt abo.
Neque conserati con rest aceperiore volutem et
mod qui de pe cor siti occatur sit fugit laceaque
es et eum sitaepro qui aute nost audit eos ex etus
aut evUpti comnihit labor repel ent laces aut lias
alitatet vel molupienimus in non porecto temquia
ereicium quo ommolorepta quia voluptatur asit
hillend ictatis molorro optatiorecus archit, non-
sente molorep eriorero magnim issiment et aute
molorit iandisitatem quistiam re pernam alibus
aut atiam, sincto blam adit quid maximent odio-
rent maximilleni am re voluptiorum faccae il ea
as nobistiame exernatur arumqui anistem porrum
quodi ullupta velessi moloritatis deliquisque com-
nitatquos aut quia con ped uta quat officil minus
dolum haruptam, temporibus modipsu strumen-
denit de inctios explicias debiscid excestiaes apit,
tem. Nem eos dolupit di comnima gnimole cu-
sapid essinvelit la sunt aut essit, si beatecu pieniae
puditibus enihillaccum inus derspe nis erferuptat
inimodis eos audae nullestia voluptur a vel maio.
Nam iditas exerro offictusdae. Et as et officiat a
quatibe aquunt isqui doluptatquam re volest aut
essimus volorep tatiunt modi accullam exces et
venis et accab ipsam quasit auda eos que sundam
autem istes ate lacerum quia volo bla aut as cus
cuptatis endelest hil mintias as et reictaspid

ILuiNots

Est. 1636

2
£
o
£
£
=
@
o
5
=

ﬂ




<ngneseo

EURRENT
A LETTER FROM OUR TEAM

We all have fond memories of eagerly flipping through the newspaper to see our faces on
Friday afternoons. Our kids lost that experience with the loss of our local print newspaper.
This is the magic we want to bring back.

Our mission with the Current Scene is simple: Celebrate the people, places, and events
of Geneseo. We'll let the news networks cover state and national news, poalitics, and
economics. Our focus is this town we call home- the festivals, sporting events, and
businesses and people that make our community what it is.

The Current Scene will be available at various locations within the community on the first
Monday of every quarter- October, January, April, and July. We are committed to keeping
this publication free and family-friendly.

Most importantly, we hope you find our first issue of the Current Scene to be inspiring,
useful, and informative. This is our product that you can hold in your hand and keep in a
cardboard box. Unlike the internet, it will never fade away. We hope that somewhere in
our community there are a few youngsters tickled to see their faces on our pages.
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Internet atthe Speed of Light

Register today!
View our Fiber Area Coverage Map at

fibermefast.com
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As the crisp fall air sweeps through the Midwest, Geneseo’s community spirit
is reflected in the flurry of public events coordinated by the Geneseo Chamber
of Commerce. This season, the Geneseo Chamber invites residents and visitors
alike to partake in a series of unique signature events that celebrate the essence
of autumn in our charming town.

Kicking off the fall festivities, the 9th annual State Street Market is set to be a
highlight. Scheduled for Saturday October 5th, this event features 60 curated
vendors — giving locals and guests a fantastic opportunity to do some holiday
shopping, enjoy a warm meal, and experience autumn in Downtown Geneseo.
Families can enjoy a fall-themed photobooth and food trucks. The festival also
includes live music, providing a perfect backdrop for a day of community and of
course, shopping!

As the leaves turn shades of red and gold, Halloween looms on the horizon.
Geneseo celebrates Halloween with a unique scarecrow display at the Geneseo
City Park called Scarecrow Row. 2024 marks the fifth year of Scarecrow Row,
which allows residents to showcase their artistic ability in designing and
creating original scarecrows. Happening on Saturday October 26, children

are encouraged to dress in costume and trick-or-treat at the scarecrows from
10am to noon. Thousands of people attend Scarecrow Row to see almost 100
scarecrows at the City Park. If you would like to create a scarecrow, scarecrow
frames are available for free from Smith Studio & Gallery.

For those who cannot wait for the holiday season, Geneseo’s Christmas Open
House provides the perfect appetizer for the holiday season. Taking place on
Friday November 15 from 4pm to 7pm, this year’s Christmas Open House

will feature Horse & Buggy Rides courtesy of Springfield Armory, Candlelight
Shopping, and the Geneseo Chamber will be hosting “The First Lighting” of the
new City Christmas Tree at the intersection of State & Second Streets. The tree
lighting will take place at 6 pm to officially kick off the holiday shopping season
in Geneseo! It’s a delightful way to begin the holiday season by experiencing the
flavors of the season and supporting local businesses.

We close 2024 with Geneseo’s biggest and most well-known annual event - the
Geneseo Christmas Walk! The 2024 Geneseo Christmas Walk will be Saturday
December 14 from 8am to 8pm, with the Lighted Christmas Parade taking place
at 5pm in Downtown Geneseo. The 2024 theme for the event is “Too Many
Santas’, in which we are encouraging attendees to dress like Santa Claus as we
honor him for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit Geneseo. But can
you help us find the real Santa? The Geneseo Christmas Walk will also feature
holiday shopping, living windows, luminaries, a Lighted Christmas Parade,
meal sites, kids’ activities, Christmas music, and so much more. This is a cannot
miss event. Make plans to indulge in the family fun and excitement at the 2024
Geneseo Christmas Walk!

This autumn, the Geneseo Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to creating
moments of joy and connection while driving support to local businesses who
help us host these outstanding events. Whether you're a long-time resident or a
first-time visitor, there’s no better time than autumn to experience the warmth of
Geneseo. From vibrant markets to historical backdrops and seasonal treats, the
Geneseo Chamber’s fall events are a testament to the town’s lively spirit and rich
traditions.

So, bundle up, grab your loved ones, and step into the heart of Geneseo this fall.
With so much to offer, it’s the perfect season to celebrate community, heritage,
and the simple joys of life in our picturesque town.
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Medical Grade Red * Weight loss

Light Therapy Beds * Neuropathy
* Arthritis
Although they may look « Skin Disorders / Acne
like a tanning bed, our . Dementia
medical grade red light - Depression
therapy beds have so - Skin Tightening

many benefits...

$35.00
We also carry a wide selection of cancer per session
products including wigs, goat milk or
products, gift baskets and t-shirts.
$250.00 for
Stop in to check out our amazing line of 10 sessions

AROGA supplements! The benefits are
sure to help with your well-being!

HANFORD
INSURANCE

hanfordinsurance.com

119 S. State St., Geneseo, IL 61254 | (309) 944-5151
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DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 350 F (175 degree C).

Toss apples in a medium size bowl with sugar, flour,
cinnamon, lemon juice, and water; spread evenly
into a 9x13-inch pan.

Mix flour, brown sugar, oats, and butter together in
another bowl; spoon mixture evenly over apples.

To make the caramel sauce: Place caramels and
evaporated milk in a heavy saucepan over low heat;
cook, stirring frequently, until caramels have melted
and sauce is smooth; drizzle over crisp topping.

INGREDIENTS

Bake in the preheated oven until the apple mixture
bubbles and the topping is golden brown, about 45
minutes. Serve warm with a dollop of ice cream or

whipped cream.

Apple Filling:

* 5 large Granny Smith apples -
peeled, cored, and thinly sliced

* !> cup white sugar

* 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour

* 2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

* 1 tablespoon lemon juice

* Y4 cup water

NUTRITION FACTS

Calories 502

Total Fat 20g Saturated Fat 11g Cholesterol 46mg
Sodium 208mg Total Carbohydrate 81g Dietary
Fiber 3g Total Sugars 58g Protein 5¢g Vitamin C
5mg Calcium 107mg Iron 1mg Potassium 275mg

Crisp Topping:

* 1 Y cups all-purpose flour
* 1 cup brown sugar

* 1 cup quick cooking oats

* 1 cup butter, softened

Caramel Sauce:

* 1 (14 ounce) package individually
wrapped caramels, unwrapped

* 1 (5 ounce) can evaporated milk
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You may not know that the parking lots behind the
downtown buildings did not always exist. There were
other buildings and businesses on those properties
and there were hardly any parking spots for employees
or for customers. So in the 60’s several business
owners joined together and raised money to buy and
demolish those buildings to pave the parking lots. This
was not a small undertaking nor a small investment. At
the time, the city did not have the funds to do this. So
the business owners banded together and raised the
money.

| want to acknowledge the business leaders that made
this happen. A few of the names you may or may not
recognize, but they were key players in making our
community what it is today. Collaborators included
Don Klavohn, George Kutsunis, Bob Schaefer, Clyde
Walters, Bill Wagle, Don Anderson, The Geneseo
Foundation, and more. Most businesses gave $5,000
to $10,000 towards this project. That was in 1960
dollars. Today that financial contribution would certainly
have been much greater. If those business leaders had
not worked together and made the investment, | firmly
believe that our downtown would not be as vibrant and

could look like other less desirable towns.

»

BY KATIE KUTSINIS, CONTRIBUTOR

The second project the downtown business community
was instrumental in was in the 80’s. At that time our
town looked like a 1970’s downtown. All of the awnings
were metal, and we did not have light posts or planters.
An architect from Chicago was hired to complete a
streetscape design.

The conversion to fabric awnings, decorative street
lamps that hold the flags and the flowers, and ornate
planters all exist because of local contributions. The
streetscape plan is still in place and the city maintains
the standards of beautification for our town.

The City of Geneseo does a lot to maintain these
investments. They bought the parking lots for $1.00
many years ago but have spent countless dollars
maintaining those parking lots for the benefit of
Geneseo businesses and residents. The city also

takes care of the flags, banners, and planters — both
summer and holiday plantings, watering the summer
flowers daily. We could not have maintained these initial
investments of time and money of the retailers without
the city’s dedication and commitment.




FROM PARTIAL REMODELS TO MULTI-ROOM PROJECTS
WITH COMPLETE START-TO-FINISH KITCHEN + BATH
REMODEL PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES AVAILABLE

; STORES

1 L APPLIANCES - CABINETRY
| B | LIGHTING - FLOOR COVERING
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wllogehomes’rores com 105 S State Geneseo, IL (509) QA44-1344
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SCAN HERE
for more photos and videos of the people,

places, and events covered in this issue.
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING

15% OFF

ALL CLEANING

Valid through February 28th, 2025

309-507-3334

861 Ash Dr. | Geneseo, IL 61254

J evillagehomestores

15



o

I

I

fact com
rast.com

f mperme




17



ERDMAN

CONSTRUCTION

Design - Build - Remodel

Erdman Construction
Showroom & Cabinet Design
Center

Erdman Construction, a distinguished leader in custom home building and
design, is pleased to announce the grand opening of its newly established
Showroom & Cabinet Design Center. This significant milestone underscores
our commitment to excellence.

Founded by the esteemed Neal Erdman, Erdman Construction has been a pillar
of the Geneseo and surrounding area, providing superior services in custom
home building, cabinetry, roofing, siding, gutters, remodels, and decks. Neal’s
unwavering dedication to both quality and community has been the bedrock of
the company’s success. The inauguration of this new facility embodies his vision
of transforming clients’” aspirations for their dream homes into reality.

The new showroom will present an extensive selection of cabinetry designs

and materials, offering clients the opportunity to explore and choose the ideal
finishes for their projects. Additionally, our advanced cabinet design center will
feature cutting-edge options and provide design consultations, ensuring that
every detail aligns with our clients’ distinct preferences and requirements.

“We are delighted to have opened our doors and to share
this pivotal moment with our community,” remarks Neal
Erdman. “This showroom not only represents our growth
but also our continued commitment to excellence in every
project we undertake.”

conatct us to get started today! | 309.948.2123 | sales@erdmanconstruction.us



105 S Chicago St #2 | Geneseo, IL 61254




Bob DeBoever’s Legacy in Geneseo
By Claudia Loucks, Correspondent

Bob DeBoever died in 2022, but he left behind a
rich legacy to our community — understanding the
importance of the American flag and the freedom it
represents. He is remembered as one of the most
patriotic men in Henry County. It was his tour of
duty in Vietnam that made him appreciate the flag
and what it represents. From a 2020 interview, |
learned how Bob DeBoever came to appreciate his
homeland and the American Flag.

When he was drafted into the military in January of
1966, he didn’t know he was going to be a Marine.
When he received his draft notice, his draft orders
were to report to Chicago. "It was an open draft,”
he explained. “They lined everybody up and every
other one of us went to the Marine Corps. It wasn’t
what | expected.”

The 1963 graduate of Geneseo High School was
farming on the family farm in Osco when he received
the draft notice. He and his high school sweetheart,
the late Judy (Olson) DeBoever, had planned to be
married in January of 1966, and DeBoever said, “The

lady at the Henry County Courthouse said to me,
‘you won'’t be here in January,” so Judy and | were
married in December of 1965.” After completing
basic training with the Marine Corps at Camp
Pendleton near Oceanside, California, DeBoever
left for Vietnam in July of 1966. He said, “We were
all told from the beginning that we would be going
to Vietham. The drill instructors were tough on us
because the whole idea was to train us to be ‘good
Marines.’”

His first assignment was as a truck driver, but he
ended up doing very little of that, he said, and
explained, “We were based out of Danang to begin
with and then our unit moved to Hoi An. That’s
where the Marines were based and there was
fighting all over the country of Vietnam at that time.”
DeBoever said the troops were “in constant danger
and |, like everyone else who was there serving
their country, was in constant danger. | went on
frequent patrols and was shot at. | lived in fear for
the thirteen months | was there.”

Those experiences made him appreciate home,
he said. “You see how the people live over there
and you don’t know who you can trust because
the enemy and good Vietnamese all looked alike.”
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“I got a letter from another member of the Marine
Corps who was stationed elsewhere in Vietham,
someone | met in basic training and he wrote, ‘how
does it feel to know that you can die any minute over
here?’ That pretty much sums it up. After seeing
how people in that country lived and survived, it
made me realize how fortunate we are to live in

the United States of America.” “To me, the flag
means freedom, national pride and it reminds me to
respect our country, our individual rights, and our
independence,” he said.

When he and his wife moved to their home just west
of Geneseo, DeBoever said the couple put up a

flag pole and added, “The American flag has flown
on that pole ever since.” “I fought for our freedom
and when you see how other people live in other
countries, some under Communist rule, and who
don’t have the freedom we do, it makes me realize
just how lucky we are to have the freedom we have.
We need to appreciate that.”

Until his passing in 2022, DeBoever actively
participated in various initiatives dedicated to
honoring the United States and the American

flag. His commitment extended to the Geneseo’s
Aisle of Flags project, where American flags were
ceremoniously displayed at Geneseo City Park and
North Park to commemorate and pay tribute to local
veterans. DeBoever was president of the Aisle of
Flags, a position he assumed when his wife died in
2018, as she had been president from 2011 until her
death.

He recalled the project was started in 1981 by three
ladies from the Geneseo VFW Auxiliary who had lost
their husbands. “Their husbands’ memorial flags that
had been on their caskets were put away on shelves
in their homes and they wanted to get a program
going to show the flags and fly them on Memorial
Day, July 4 and Veterans Day, weather permitting.”

DeBoever’s commitment extended beyond the Aisle
of Flags, as he held a lifelong membership with the
Geneseo VFW Post. Since his enrollment in 1982,

he notably served as commander on four occasions,
each tenure earning him the prestigious title of All-
State Commander. He also was in charge of the
Memorial Day program held in Geneseo City Park,
and he oversaw the registry of all deceased veterans
and where they were buried. He was also the person
who ordered the small cemetery flags for grave
markers that are put in place on each veteran’s grave
on Memorial Day and left there until after Veteran’s

Day. He oversaw the f'”ng squad during military Cutlines for photo taken in 2020. The late Bob DeBoever of

funerals, conducted the flag fOId',ng ce_remony, and Geneseo was photographed in 2020 by the Vietnam Memorial
presented the flag to the veteran’s family. In an in Geneseo City Park. -- Claudia Loucks Photo

interview four years ago, DeBoever expressed, “I
am proud of the American flag and the freedom it
represents, and | am proud to be a Marine.’””
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COZY UP WITH CWSETTINGS

Does Your Current Oven Have Convection Features That You've Never Tried Out? We're Here
To Help You Get Comfortable With Convection and Make Your Holiday Meal Prep Much Easier

I

We often hear from customers that they have convection ovens but are too afraid to try out the option. You have
invested in a great feature, let's get you comfortable with using it. Now is a great time to get more confident with
convection ahead of the Midwest “cozy season” at home. Convection ovens are used in restaurants and bakeries
because of their consistent results. If you have a countertop toaster oven or air fryer, chances are it uses convection.

“Convection is just a fancy term for an oven that keeps a consistent heat throughout the entire
oven cavity using a fan. What dish couldn’t benefit from surrounding your food on all sides with the
temperature it is meant to bake at?...and as a bonus, preheat times are shorter.” -Elizabeth Round

The fan at the back of the unit kicks on at intermittent times to help surround your dishes and bakeware with the heat
coming from the heating elements in the oven. Baking 3 racks of cookies at once instead of in 3 different batches is
possible with convection. Filling up your oven racks with multiple Thanksgiving side dishes and baking them all
together at 350° is possible with convection. Standard conventional ovens just uses the element at the bottom of the
oven and let the heat travel up from it. Convection cooking surrounds your dish (or dishes) with a consistent
temperature from all directions using a fan to move heat around the cavity. In many of the oven models we offer,
there may be an added heating element that partners with the convection fan. This is known as “True Convection”
cooking. It is with this category that you may see the ability to adjust cooking times and temperatures. Don't be
intimidated by that concept, most “True Convection” models we offer walk you through step by step when you are
entering temperature and time info and the conversions/adjustments are made for you when you select start. Can't
find the manual or instructions for your oven from Village? Contact our team and we can look up the info for you.

TAKE IT FOR
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IHOMEISTORI
APPLIAMCES - CABIMETRY
LIGHTING - FLOOR COVERING

VILLAGE HOME STORES 105 S STATE GENESEOQ, IL
(309) 944-1344 ONLINE AT villagehomestores.com

Worried about something getting over or under cooked on your first attempt? Try
it out ahead of a big gathering. We recommend test driving a favorite dish that
you are already familiar making and use a convection. Casseroles or lasagnas are
great candidates for convection. Be nearby during the last few minutes of cooking.

SOUP COOKOFF RECIPES

We had a tie for last year’s
winners of our staff soup and
v % chili cookoff. In celebration of =
™ soup season kicking off, find h
‘ both award-winning recipes
and a half-dozen more here on
the Village Home Stores blog:

0L 1 > [ JG]G]6p=in]  IFd

TOUR RECENT KITCHEN + BATH PROJECTS AND
FIND PRODUCT FEATURES ON OUR SOCIALS



NOSH Good Mood Food serves
the needs of those who believe ...
food is fuel to our bodies,
food is medicine,

food should be naturally delicious,

Naturale Orga niceS peci alt yeH ealthful food should not contain harmful substances,
food is an adventure.

Plus many more specialty, healthful items!

Two Powerful Products for Supporting Your Health*

CuraMed® and Curamin® products are top selling dietary supplements because they work! Both formulas contain
the most clinically studied, enhanced absorption curcumin in the world (BCM-95®), but each product consists of a
proprietary formula that delivers its own unique health benefits for outstanding results.”

CuraMed: Supports Healthy Inflammation Response*t

If you're looking for an all-in-one solution to support overall optimal health, CuraMed is it. This top selling
curcumin product delivers over 20 health benefits. People love it for its ability to support healthy joints, immune
and cellular health, brain function and mood, protection from oxidative stress, a healthy inflammation response,
and much more.*t

CuraMed contains high levels of curcumin extracted from turmeric, plus turmeric essential oil to boost
absorption—making it up to 500 times more powerful than standard turmeric.” There are now over 90 published
studies (and counting) that show the benefits of BCM-95 curcumin. Prestigious doctors and medical experts
throughout the United States and beyond use this curcumin in their scientific and clinical studies because of its
safety and effectiveness.

For individuals looking for a specific amount of curcumin to match what was used in clinical studies for mood,
joints, or other health benefits, CuraMed should be your first choice. This premium formulation supports a healthy
inflammation response and optimal overall health.”t

Curamin: Safe, Effective Pain Relief*}

Do you experience occasional pain after workouts? Or complain about sore, achy muscles from time to time? No
matter what’s causing your pain, Curamin® Extra Strength can help! This safe, non-addictive solution has been
recognized for providing effective pain relief, winning over 30 national awards.*t

Curamin is an award-winning pain relief product that doesn’t just mask occasional pain—it gets to the source and
stops it. It contains the same curcumin as CuraMed, plus DLPA, boswellia, and nattokinase to create a synergistic
formula that provides powerful pain-relieving compounds, and gets them to where they’re needed most in the
body.*t

DLPA is an amino acid that supports healthy levels of the body’s feel-good hormones (like dopamine) that are
associated with a positive mood. Maintaining healthy levels of these hormones further assists in pain relief.
Boswellia is especially helpful along pathways for pain relief, comfort and mobility. And nattokinase supports
healthy circulation so all the ingredients in Curamin get to where they’re needed to offer optimal pain relief.*t

Curamin is safe, effective, and non-addictive and causes no stomach, liver, or kidney damage. It’s also a #1
selling brand, with millions of bottles of Curamin Extra Strength sold worldwide!*A*

Cheat Sheet:

If you've got pain, take Curamin. For a healthy inflammation response, turn to CuraMed enhanced absorption
curcumin. Even better, try both and experience fast-acting pain relief now and optimal overall wellness for years
to come.*t

1Occasional inflammation or muscle pain due to exercise or overuse. "Based on enhanced absorption of CuraMed curcumin versus an
equivalent weight of standard curcumin containing 2% curcuminoids. “SPINSscan Condition Specific Supplements Other (Brand Rank), 52-
week data, based on Total Aggregate Unit Sales for Terry Naturally brand products. *These statements have not been evaluated by the Food
and Drug Administration. These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.




Angie Snook Retires As Curator
Of Geneseo Historical Museum

By Claudia Loucks, Geneseo Current

Retiring has been a “journey” for Angie Snook, curator/
director of the Geneseo Historical Museum, and her
retirement became official in June of this year. For Snook,
the “third time” truly was a charm as she had planned

to retire from her position at the museum two previous
times...And moving into that phase of life is bittersweet
for her.

She first retired as curator at the Geneseo Historical
Museum in 2015, but returned in 2016 to take the place
of a director who had resigned. In the fall of 2019, Snook
thought she was stepping into retirement, but was once
again was asked to be in charge of the museum for a bit
longer.

Her official retirement did take place though, on June 1st
of this year.

Melanie Rice is now the curator/director. Rice was a
social worker for the Geneseo School District, but retired
from the school district in May of 2024.

Snook said, “T am excited for Melanie in her position as
director. She has been on the museum board for many
years and I know she has a passion for Geneseo history.”

Angie Snook is retired as curator at the museum, but
continues to be actively involved, serving as a board
member and an enthusiastic volunteer.

“I will always enjoy being involved with the museum,”
she said. “The museum is like my baby. I have given it up
for adoption, but I still have visiting rights.”

Even though she will not be at the museum on a daily
basis, the popularity of the programs she began while
serving as curator will continue as she has already
scheduled future programs.

Snook was named curator in 1996, but her involvement
with the museum’s place in history started nearly 20 years
earlier during her time as a volunteer and board member.

She was instrumental in the purchase of the Italianate
house for the museum, which had been located in the
original Geneseo Public Library building on State St.

“As president of the Geneseo Historical Museum, I
knew that house would be the perfect setting for the new
museum,” she said.

The museum board submitted a bid to purchase the
home and when that bid was opened by Rosalie Thede,
owner of the home, Snook recalled Thede said, “That is
what my mother always wanted.”

In November of 1996 the Thede house became the
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Geneseo Historical Museum’s permanent home.

“We were working on a fund to pay for the new
museum,” Snook said. “Don Stocks was the curator at that
time and somehow found a way to save $113,000 during
his 25-year tenure. The late Marie Lodge, a museum
board member, gave the Historical Association a $100,000
loan “to get the museum up and going,” Snook said.

During the museum’s move from the “old library” to its
new home, Stocks became ill and died.

In 1996, after being a preschool educator at Growth,
Inc., Geneseo, Snook became the curator.

The museum opened the doors to its new home during
Geneseo’s 1997 Victorian Walk.

“People were lined up to see the museum, to the north
along the downtown street,” Snook said, adding that more
than 2,700 people visited the museum on that evening.

“In the spring of 1998, the museum had so many tours
and programs scheduled that the board decided it was
necessary to set regular hours of operation,” she said.

“In 2014, there were about 11,000 visitors to the museum
and about 3,200 students came for tours.”

And Snook also took museum programs “on the road’
and she visited schools in the Quad City area, Galva,
Cambridge, Colona and Orland Park in the Chicago area.

“Many high school football teams visited the museum
when they came to play football in Geneseo....The
‘underground railroad’ stories are the biggest reason for
all the programs and tours. Slavery and the freedom trail
that are part of Geneseo’s heritage have generated great
interest.”

In 2003, a museum volunteer, Bea Welsh, convinced
Snook the museum would be the perfect place for tea
parties for little girls.

Those were not just tea parties as Snook and volunteers
incorporated “taking tea and tea etiquette” in the events.

“Little did we know how much fun it was going to be for
the children, but also for myself and ‘Maid Alice] (the late
Aiice Lopez). The children loved it and our tea parties
snowballed into teas for women, boys and girls and entire
families,” Snook shared.

The rule at the tea parties was that everyone had to
choose a hat from the museum collection to wear to the
tea party.

“Over the years there have been hundreds of tea parties
for all ages and it was one of the highlights that the



museum offered,” Snook said.

Snook commented that creating displays has always
been a favorite for her.

“I loved the museum from the very first time I became
involved as a volunteer,” she said. “Hearing stories from
the visitors and sharing in their love for antiques and
history brought me great joy.”

She said what gave her the most joy was when donors
shared about what they were donating to the museum
and how the item had been saved for generations...That
is heartwarming,” Snook said. “To think they loved it
enough to give it to the museum to preserve and display.
Everything in the museum is a gift and is special”

Each item donated has been logged and numbered with
the name of the donor.

The success of the museum would not be possible
without the support from many people, Snook said.
“There have been many people in my many years at the
museum that have done much to insure the museum will
always be alive with history”

“None of the projects would have been possible without
all the gifts, estates, grants, donations and the many
volunteers sharing their time and talents. Many local
businesses discount their materials and services for the
museum.”

In 1996, the museum board made a wish list and with
everyone working together, these visions came to fruition.

“We were able to add the Stees & Keppy Education
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Wing in 2010 and the carriage house on Center St. in
2014. Both of those projects would not have been possible
without all the donated hours of labor by the late Les Stees
and his brother Gene Stees.”

The museum is a 501 © 3 non-profit organization which
does not receive any city, state or federal tax dollars.

SnooK’s family has been part of her “journey,” and she
said from the time her own children were youngsters they
went with her to the museum.

Angie and her husband, Mel, have one daughter,

Ami (Jon) Murray, Geneseo; and their children, (Sam
(Autumn) Murray, Geneseo; and Eryn Murray, Geneseo);
and a son, Andy (Trista) Snook, (children Aydan and
Josephine Snook) who live in Bangkok, Thailand. There is
also a great-grandchild, Forrest Murray, Geneseo.

Many family vacations were spent doing research and
Snook recalled the year she and husband Mel followed the
freedom trail along the Ohio River.

“It confirmed the fact that Geneseo’s founding fathers
were among the 70 early abolitionists,” she said. “That
led to our research vacation to Genesee County in New
York, and that trip proved that our founding fathers came
here in their quest to abolish slavery...That discovery
ranks right up there with me with getting married, having
children and grandchildren”

In her retirement Snook plans to continue to work on
Geneseos history including the underground railroad.
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PHARMACY LLC

309.944.2166

Pick up all of your medications
on the same day each month
with our Med Sync Program!

Now offering FREE
in-town delivery on
Tuesday and Friday!

WE FULFILL ALL OF YOUR HOME @ sooaaose
DECUR ATING DRE AMS www.chicagostreetdecoratingcenter.cot

114 S State St, Geneseo, IL 61254

Mention this ad and SAVE 25%

on any Terry Naturally® Curamin® or CuraMed’ Products!

NEW LOOK,
== SAME FORMULA
Y T T ——

Good through 12.31.2024

N:=2=S H

Naturale Organice Specialty «Healthful

L Nﬂ:ay@”

Curamin

EXTRA STRENGTH §
Pain Relief"

‘Safe, Effective,
Non-Addictive Pain Relief*

804 South Oakwood Ave, Suite A

: Geneseo, IL
Clinically Studied BCM-95°
Curcumin with Turmerones and

BOS-10* Boswelia + DLPA. CONNECT WITH US
g iiokie noshgeneseo.com . (309) 945-8624
;%;:g;g;msm o f noshgeneseo noshgeneseo

t0ccasional muscle pain or inflammation due to exercise or overuse. “SPINScan Condition Specific Supplements Other (Brand Rank), 52-week data, based on Total Aggregate Unit Sales for Terry Naturally brand products.
*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.
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Buy the Latte

You know how life can be a bit of a whirlwind, right? Days rushing past like
they’ve got a train to catch. But it’s the little things, isn’t it? That first glorious
gulp of morning coffee, the crunch of leaves underfoot in the park, or precious
time with your favorite people.

These small joys are like secret weapons for well-being. Think of it as taking
a mini-holiday right in the middle of your day. Sounds good, doesn’t it? These
simple pleasures bring balance and happiness which can weather any storm.

Maybe it’s a hearty laugh over a homemade meal, the comforting weight of a good
book in your hands, or the sunlight’s warm kiss through your window. These little
things are the magic stitches in the tapestry of a well-lived life.

In a world always urging us to want more, faster, it’s important to remember
that true happiness often lives in the everyday moments. The fragrance of
fresh flowers, your favorite song’s soothing melody, or a cozy blanket on a
chilly evening - these are the anchors, reminding us of the beauty and wonder
surrounding us.

When we treasure these tiny joys, we nurture a mindset of gratitude and
mindfulness. This shift in perspective can completely transform our view,
making us stronger, kinder, and more aware. It’s a gentle nudge that life’s biggest
treasures often hide in the smallest places.

So, the next time life feels like a whirlwind, take a breather and savor the simple
pleasures. These are the quiet, loyal friends that enrich our lives, offering comfort
and joy amidst the chaos. Embrace them and watch them light up even the
darkest days with their gentle, enduring glow.




lRTH, INC. Over 55 Years

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS in Business

PLUMBING * HEATING * COOLING « GEOTHERMAL

309.944.4612

133 E. Exchange St., Geneseo, IL * www.wirthinc.com

Fully Insured & Bonded
License #055-011480

* After Hour Emergency Service » Sewer Camera/Videotaping/Locating i

« Free Estimates « Excavation Proudly Serving
* Financing Programs » Water Filtration & Reverse Osmosis Systems Residential &

* Sales, Seryige & Repairs _ » Water Softene_r§ &.Iron FiIters. Commercial

* New or Existing Construction * Backflow Certification & Repair

« Fixtures & Accessories « Water & Sewer Line Repairs Customers

« Visit Our Plumbing Showroom « Hot Water Boilers Since 1965

* Plumbing Installation & Repair * Sump Pumps & Sewage Pumps

* Drain & Sewer Cleaning

- FOR YOUR
REAL®
EST ATE mel foster co.
NEEDS

 RESIDENTIAL

@ NEW CONSTRUCTION
@ COMMERCIAL

& INSURANCE

CONTACT US
@ FOR MORE INFO
309.944 6414
www.melfosterco.com

119 N. STATE STREET
GENESEQ, IL 61254
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cloristmas <
buckct list

O Decoyate o Christmas Tree 0 6o to the Christmas Walk Parade
O fake Gingerbread Cookies 0 Make a Snow Globe

0 Host a Festive Movie Night O Visit a Local Nursing Home

0 Make Homemade Hot Chocolate O Toke a Winter Nature Walk

O fuild o Snowman 0 Make Christmas Crafts

0 6o Ice Skating 0 6o on a Christmas Light Tour

O Attend a Holiday Concert O Plan a Family Game Night

0 Read Christmas Stoyies 0 Write o Letter to Santa

O Create DY Ornaments




10.18

Cruise the Canal: Fall Foliage Tour

10.24 - 10.26

Witches Weekend

10.25

Scarecrow Row

.06

Chamber of Commerce Fall Breakfast

Al

Veteran’s Day - Aisle of Flags

12,04

Christmas Walk
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Serving Henry County and surrounding

Enhance your business's full potential with
our web and social media strategies that
drive traffic and increase sales, setting you
apart from the competition!

() Targeted Advertizing

() Muti-Media Possibilities
() Cross Platform Potential
() High Social Media Presence

For Sales Contact Erin Walker
erin@currentexchange.org
309-507-1366

www.currentexchange.org 309-714-1710 ¥
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HICNECSCO 109 E Orange st, Ste A

/=URRENT Geneseo, IL 61254
Q3-2024

Proud supporter of Geneseo and the Henry County
community since 1974.

Along with the dedicated men and women of our Springfield
Armory family, we stand for the spirit of American innovation in
. the defense of freedom and independence.




