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Foreword

Dear Readers,

The debate of reading for pleasure versus reading for knowledge has bogged
human minds ever since the print media came into existence. In a world that is
constantly demanding productivity, reading offers a precious getaway —one that
serves both the mind and the soul. While reading for knowledge sharpens
intellect, deepens understanding and fuels ambition, reading for pleasure is a
quiet retreat from the bustling world. It transports us to distant lands,
introduces us to unforgettable characters, and stirs emotions we never knew
existed. Whether we read to learn or to dream, every book leaves its mark,
shaping perspectives and enriching lives. And perhaps, in the end, the greatest
knowledge of all is knowing how to enjoy the journey of a good book. Team e-
Reflections, is here with another edition that has in it, a thing of interest for
every reader, at just a click away. Our team of editors have compiled literary
contributions of different genres, showcased artwork of different shades and
collated essential information about the various school activities in this edition of
2024-25. The team is immensely grateful to the Management, the Principal and
the contributors for helping us bring out this exclusive edition with a theme to
mateh the ‘Underwater’. Dive deep and read on to decide whether it is the
reading for pleasure that overpowers the reading for knowledge or vice-versa.

Mrs Hema Jayaram
Chief Editor, e-Reflections




In today’s fast-paced world, technology is not just a tool but a way of life. It
empowers us to explore new possibilities. This magazine reflects how our
students and teachers are embracing this spirit of innovation through projects,
articles, and ideas that demonstrate their keen interest and its applications. We
believe this to be a canvas that has beautifully captured the creativity, talent, and
innovation of our school community. This magazine is more than just a collection
of articles and images. It is a celebration of creativity, collaboration and all that
happened within the school walls are now imprinted.

I hope you enjoy flipping through these pages and feel as inspired as we did while
contributing to its design. Let this edition motivate all of us to continue exploring,
creating, and sharing our stories with the world.

a

f

Mrs. Geetha Shivakumar

Design Lead, e-Reflections
Welcome aboard an unforgettable journey into the enchanting underwater world,
beautifully brought to life in this edition of our school magazine. As designers,
we’ve woven the magic of the deep seas into every page, blending artistry and
imagination to create a truly immersive experience. Through vibrant visuals,
wave-like patterns, and ocean-inspired motifs, this magazine celebrates the
talent, creativity, and efforts of our school community. Like a diver discovering
hidden treasures, you’ll encounter inspiring stories, stunning artwork, and
thought-provoking ideas, all framed within the beauty of an underwater theme.
We hope this edition transports you to a realm of wonder and -curiosity,
reminding us all of the importance of preserving the incredible world beneath the
waves. Let’s set sail and explore!

Y
Mrs. Vanajakshi Nagesh
Co-Designer
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From the Principal’s Desk...

Academic Journey 2024-25

o s

“Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.”
-Robert Collier

It is with a sense of pride that | share the Annual Report for the academic session

2024-25. This year has been an eventful and productive one with many new

milestones. A glimpse of DFL’s academic journey of 2024-25, which is the sum of a

series of small efforts, is lettered here.

The year began with the celebration of the achievements of class 10 students of

the batch 2023-24, who had made this school proud with 01 centum in

Mathematics and 03 centums in Information Technology. The school topper Ms.

Pavithra achieved 98.4%.

The school welcomed class 6 to 10 students on 27.05.2024 and classes 1 to 5 on
03.06.2024. An Orientation Programme was organized exclusively for parents of
class 1 students and parents of newly admitted students on 01.06.2024.

In the month of June, PA1 was conducted for class 10 students. International Yoga
Day was organized on 21.06.2024 which was also observed as the 1* ‘No Bag Day’.
The co-curricular event ‘Kalaprathibhe’ was organized to tap the innate talents of
all the students. The fact that it was just an event and not a competition, added
more charm to it.

On 12.07.2024, the 2" No Bag Day’ was organised, during which the co-curricular
competition ‘My Country, My Pride’, Inter-house English Debate, Inter-house
Football (Juniors) tournaments were organised. PA1 for classes 1 to 9 and PA2 for
class 10 were also conducted in month of July.

‘Joy of Sharing’ was held on 03.08.2024 as a School Social Responsibility initiative. |
would like to place on record that the students were able to raise funds of
Rs.3,02,612 which was donated to the following organizations.

1. Home of Hope
2. Mathru Centre for Intellectually Challenged Children
3. Jana Seva Samruddhi
4. Sumangali Seva Ashram
5. Neonates Critical Care Foundation
Q. Bannerghatta National Park
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A few members of the DFL faculty, along with different groups of students, visited |
these organisations to hand over the proceeds, which was an enriching experience
for the Daffoddillians.

The school had the privilege of adopting an Indian Leopard from Bannerghatta
National Park. Collaboration with NFI & Bannerghatta National Park have been
significant milestones for this academic session.

On 09.08.2024, Founder’s Day was celebrated during the morning assembly. The
academic toppers and students with 100% attendance were felicitated on that
day.

On 15.08.2024, DFL hosted the Independence Day with great pomp and show.
‘Academic Awards’ for the class 10 toppers of the academic session 2023-24 were
presented as a part of the celebration. On 29.08.2024, the 3rd ‘No Bag Day’ was
observed during which the Inter-house Football finals (Juniors), Inter-house
Hockey finals (Seniors) were conducted to commemorate the National Sports Day.

On 31.08.2024, the school organised INSPIRIT 2, the cultural extravaganza based
on the theme ‘A Tale of Technology’. The students of classes 6 to 10 presented the
programme. Choreography was done by ASDA, and the SaPa instructors assisted
in training the choir students. It was well received by parents. A small
documentary on ‘Genesis of DFL’ was unveiled during the event, which is another
milestone of this academic session.

A new initiative to help the underprivileged neonates in collaboration with
Neonates Foundation of India, an NGO which has national presence, was taken up
by DFL. For the first time the staff and students had an opportunity to partner
with an NGO. DFL is proud that it has pioneered a new movement, Children for
Neonates Foundation of India (CfNFI) which promotes charity-based activities
going on throughout the year, creating yet another milestone.

In the month of September, Teacher’s Day was decorously celebrated. The student
council presented a programme as a mark of respect towards teachers’ services.
Half-yearly assessments for classes 1 to 9 and | Preparatory examination for class
10 were also conducted during this month. Alongside, Inter-house Cricket
(Seniors) and Inter House Special Events were organised too.

The school reopened on 14.10.2024 after midterm vacations. 15.10.2024 was
observed as the 4" ‘No Bag Day’ when athletics and field events were held for
classes 4 to 10. The co-curricular competition ‘Bhasha Surabhi’ was organized on

(he same day.
11




Kannada Rajyotsava was celebrated on 01.11.2024 in the presence of students and
staff. 14.11.2024 was observed as the 5th ‘No Bag Day’ and Ethnic Day. Children’s
Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm on that day. The cultural programme
presented by the teachers was the icing on the cake. Inter-house Kannada Debate
finals was also conducted. On 16.11.2024, the Annual Sports Meet, 2024 was
organised. The Il Preparatory examination for class 10 was conducted between
25.11.2024 and 06.12.2024 and PA3 for classes 1 to 9 was conducted in the month
of December.

20.12.2024 was observed as the 6th ‘No Bag Day’. The CCA competition
Ganitotsava and the finals of Rapidata, a quiz-based competition were conducted.
An Art & Craft exhibition was organized as a part of the 5th PTM on 11.01.2025. The
Il Preparatory examination for class 10 students and annual examination for class
9 students were conducted in the month of January 2025.

On 26.01.2025, Republic Day was celebrated in the school premises. Ms. Veda C.
Nair of DFL was the privileged ‘Guest of Honour’. The students eligible for ‘Sports
Scholarship’ were felicitated during the event. Introduction of ‘Sports Scholarship’
by DESA management for the deserving students is yet another milestone of this
academic session.

It is with immense pleasure that | share this information regarding a significant
accomplishment of a few musically gifted students of ‘Mission Melody’, the music
club of DFL. As a part of the CfNFI initiative, the students penned an anthem for
NFI, programmed, composed music for it and sang at a grand ceremony organized
by NFI on 26.01.2025 in the evening at Hotel Taj. This was a euphoric moment for
DFL. The NFI anthem presented by our Daffoddillians was highly appreciated by
the NFI team and the esteemed guests who were present at the event. It is one
more significant milestone for DFL in the current academic year.

On 31.01.2025, the Investiture Ceremony was organized. The Student Council
members, Discipline Squad and House Mistresses of 2024-25 were congratulated
and thanked. The new Student Council was installed and they were ceremoniously
welcomed along with the new Discipline Squad members and the new House
Mistresses/Masters who took charge for the academic session 2025-26.

On 05.02.2025, Student’s Memorable Insight into Learning Experiences (SMILE)
was organized for class 10 students and parents. It was followed by an orientation
programme on ‘Examination Ethics’ after which Admit Cards were distributed by
the Principal Dr.Sujatha Girish, Vice Principal Mrs. Prathibha Rao and Senior
@ademic Coordinator Mrs. Triveni. 12
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On 06.02.2025, a ‘Talent Show’ was organized for the students of class 10 wheré"'_
they got a platform to exhibit their talents in front of their classmates and teachers.
On_07.02.2025 Saraswati Pooja and Graduation Ceremony were held. On
08.02.2025, SMILE and Orientation Programme were organized for the students
and parents of class 9. In the evening ‘La-Fiesta’ 2025, the farewell ceremony for
class 10 students was organized in an impressive manner. The students were
handed over their photographs with graduation caps as mementos from the school.
The outgoing batch of class 10 students presented a digital clock as a memento to
DFL. Class 10 students also presented well-choreographed performances and won
the hearts of the audience which included all the parents who were awestruck. This
event will remain etched in the minds of the students and the parents for many
more years.

28.02.2025 was observed as the 7™ ‘No Bag Day’. To commemorate ‘National
Science Day’, ‘Scintillate’, a science-based event, was organized by the Science
Department to help the students develop a scientific temperament.

On 01.03.2025, result declaration, SMILE and PTM were organized for the class 8
students. It was followed by Orientation Programme for parents and students.

DFL took up ‘Career Guidance Programme’ for the students of class 10 and their
parents were a part of a few sessions as well, which is another milestone of this
academic session.

PTMs were conducted on the following dates for classes 1 to 9:
27.05.2024 - introductory PTM - classes 6 to 8

03.06.2024 - introductory PTM - classes 1 to 5

10.08.2024 - classes 1to 9

26.10.2024 - classes 1to 9

11.01.2025 - classes 1to 9

PTMs were conducted on the following dates for class 10:
29.06.2024
10.08.2024
26.10.2024
04.01.2025

Our students have been participating in many inter school events and have been
winning accolades. Do read the ‘Making Waves’ section of this magazine for the
details.The Management, faculty of DFL, the students and the non-teaching staff
have been striving hard to adhere to the school motto ‘DO WELL ALL YOU DO’
given by Founder and Mentor of DESA Shri P.K.Bheemaiah, and have created many
WIestones in the academic journey 2024-25. 13




DIFFERENT STROKES

Dealing with students of the current generation can be quite challenging.
‘One size fit all’ ideology, and the same strategy cannot be used for all the
students. A few interesting experiences of my interaction with students as
the principal have taught me insightful lessons and one of them is that ‘we
need to use different strokes for different folks.’

One day, when | visited 2 standard classroom, a student walked up to me
and with a sad tone which also sounded frustrated said, “Ma’am, my head is
aching; | am unable to sit in the class!” He held his head in both his hands
and looked worried. Instantly | held his hands and said, “Hey, | know magic!
Come along with me. With my magic, | will set you free from your
headache.” He took away his hands from his head, started looking at me
with a sparkle in his eyes. He looked at me with disbelief and asked,
“Ma’am, are you a magician?” | replied dramatically, “Yes! | am.” | walked
him to the admin office and told Ms. Shweta, “Give me my magic wand
which | have kept safely inside that treasure chest!” Shweta guessed the
context and without any questions, wrapped a stick which was available
there with a golden wrapper and handed it over to me. The boy stood
stunned. | sat on a chair and made him stand in front of me. | held his
hands, asked him to close his eyes and smile. | took the magic wand and
moved it in circles three times and uttered the most familiar magical
words, ‘abracadabra’ a couple of times. He was completely engrossed in
the act. | told him to open his eyes slowly and asked, “Child, are you feeling
better now?”

What happened after that was truly magical! He shouted euphorically,
“Wow, the magic has worked!” with both his hands up in the air he ran back
to his classroom.

He narrated the entire incident to his teacher and classmates with
excitement and announced, “Our principal is a magician!” In the next five
minutes there were six students lined up in front of me to experience the
magic!

14



The other instance which is imprinted in my mind is my experience with a
newly admitted student of class 5. This student took some time to adjust
and there were constant complaints about him from his peers.

Fortunately, | get to spend some time with the students during their
lunch break at times. Once | was interacting with him during the lunch
break and told him with a stern face and firm voice, “If you continue to
trouble your friends in the classroom and create mischief, | will arrange
for a meeting with your mother and inform her.” He stared at me and
replied, “Okay!” Looking at his callous response | changed my strategy
immediately and with a smiling face said, “Hey, your class teacher spoke
to me this morning and she mentioned that you are very well behaved in
the class! | am proud of you, let me give you a high five.” | was thrilled to
see the change in his expression. He responded with a grin and as we
both did high five and laughed, his peers looked amazed! Surprisingly,
complaints against him started reducing and now | see him happily
mingling with his classmates.

As | recall both these enriching experiences, | realise that ‘empathy’ is the
key word. Preaching or reprimanding students are not the solutions
always. We need to try out ‘different strokes.’

' bFl

Dr. Sujatha Girish
Principal
DFL
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Words of Wisdom

Dear Parents,

At DESA, we have always believed that education is not just about academic
excellence but also about nurturing well-rounded individuals who grow into
compassionate, responsible, and emotionally strong adults. With this vision, our
Mind Mantras Programme has been a cornerstone of our curriculum, reinforcing
the importance of virtues such as kindness, honesty, integrity, empathy and more.
Every month, we focus on one key value, embedding it into classroom discussions,
stories, and activities that encourage students to internalize and practise it in
their daily lives. We deeply appreciate your unwavering support in extending
these conversations beyond the classroom by engaging with your children on
these values at home. Your role in reinforcing these lessons is invaluable.

However, in today’s fast-paced world, we recognize a growing challenge—the
emotional well-being of our children. While academic intelligence (IQ) is easily
cultivated with the vast resources available today, emotional intelligence (EQ)—
the ability to understand, manage, and express emotions—often takes a backseat.
Many children struggle with emotional connection, self-awareness, and resilience
because they lack the time and space to develop these crucial skills.

Parents today are deeply invested in their children’s academic and professional
success, ensuring they excel in studies, extracurricular activities, and future
careers. While this is commendable, it is equally important that children receive
emotional availability, understanding, and support. A child who feels heard,
valued, and emotionally secure grows up to be confident, empathetic, and better
equipped to handle life’s challenges.

As we continue to strengthen the Mind Mantras Programme, we encourage you to
consciously make time to connect with your children—to know, not just about
their academics, but about their thoughts, feelings, and emotions. Small gestures
like meaningful conversations, active listening, and shared moments of joy can
make a profound difference in their emotional development.

¥ Together, let’s ensure that our children not only excel in
academics but also grow into individuals who are
emotionally intelligent, kind, and resilient. Thank you for
being an integral part of this journey.

Best regards,
Mrs. Madhuri Chengappa
Secretary, DESA
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C.E.O. Speaks...

Dear Parents,

We would like to take a moment to express our deepest gratitude to you
for your generous contributions toward the upkeep of endangered animals
at the Bannerghatta National Park. Your commitment to ensuring the
survival and well-being of these creatures is an invaluable contribution to
preserving the Indian wildlife heritage, and we could not be more
appreciative of your continued support. Together, we are making a
difference in the lives of these incredible creatures and ensuring that
future generations will have the opportunity to witness the beauty and
power of our natural world.

We would also like to take this opportunity to emphasize the importance of
wearing a good, well-fitted, clean, and ironed school uniform. As a school,
we believe that wearing a well-fitted uniform goes beyond appearance—it
instills a sense of pride, discipline, and responsibility in our students.

Why a Well-Fitted Uniform Matters:

A well-fitted and well-maintained, tidy uniform instills discipline and self-
respect. It also teaches our students the value of taking care of their
belongings, setting them up for future success in a professional
environment. In an ever-evolving world, we believe that the way we
present ourselves has become more important than ever. A well-put-
together appearance is not just about looking good but also about
establishing a personal brand. Whether in a workplace setting, a social
gathering, or any professional interaction, how we present ourselves
speaks volumes about who we are and how seriously we take our
responsibilities.

Guidance on Proper School Uniform Fit:

We would like to remind all parents of the importance of ensuring that
students wear a uniform that fits them well. The trousers should be of an
appropriate length, The hem should fall just above the shoe, maintaining a
sharp and clean appearance and not too short that they leave their ankles
exposed.

.
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For both boys and girls, it is important that the uniform is tailored to their
size, ensuring they look neat and feel comfortable throughout the day. A
good fit encourages self-confidence and enables students to move freely
without the discomfort of bulky or tight clothing.

Taking pride in one’s appearance fosters self-confidence, discipline, and a
strong sense of identity, qualities that are essential in every aspect of life.

Once again, we sincerely thank you for your
unwavering support. Whether it is through
contributions to wildlife conservation or
supporting our students’ education, your
involvement plays a crucial role in shaping the
future of our children and the world around

them.
'.r ‘
,  With heartfelt thanks,
J H Chinnappa AP
C.E.QO.

\__ 19




» |
: &EO
Sanath'g, 8B



Meet the Counsellor

Behind every confident student is a strong support system, and at DESA, ou
school counsellor, Mrs Usha Ravi, is at the heart of it. In this exclusive interview,

the student editors Smrithi B and Dhruv Anirudh of class 10 explore to gain
insights on mental health and the importance of guidance in shaping young minds.

Dhruv: Nowadays CBSE schools have made it mandatory that every school should
have a counsellor. What is your opinion about it and how do you think it helps the
students?

Mrs Usha: Nowadays the society is not as much cushioned as it was earlier. Both
the parents are working and children do not get much attention. In many such
cases, an external intervention is required which helps the students to cope with
their mental issues. That is when the role of a counsellor becomes important.

Smrithi: Ma’am, you were previously working as the principal of DES and now you
are the counsellor of DESA. What made you change your line of work and how
would you compare the two of them?

Mrs Usha: | worked as a principal for 5 years. It was a difficult decision to give up
that role to take up counselling. But then, | realised that children needed help and
attention. | also wanted to extend my services in that direction and provide

people with that much-needed solace. Both the roles have been rewarding!

V4
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Mrs Usha: | often see students or parents coming up with various issues regarding
social media. |, therefore, try to keep myself updated on the social media trends
which makes it easy for me to understand the background of the problem and
mainly, build a rapport with the students. | keep a smiling face as it constantly
puts someone at ease.

Smrithi: Generally, adults as well as students are hesitant to approach a
counsellor. How can this be overcome?

Mrs Usha: Well, this fear cannot be overcome overnight. They need to understand
that a counsellor can just be met to talk. The societal taboo of hiding the mental
health status needs to be addressed on priority. At my level, | take an initiative to
meet all the 9th and 10th class students in order to make them understand that
there is someone who can provide them with support. The students have an easy
access to me.

Dhruv: What is your advice to the students who wish to take up this profession?

Mrs Usha: | would say, ‘Please do so.” According to WHO, India is one of the top
most countries in cases of depression. We need more counsellors, as younger
generations are lonelier than others. Out of 1.4 billion people in India there are
only 4,500 mental wellness professionals. A healthy society is very important.

Smrithi: How has this profession helped you evolve as a person?

Mrs Usha: This profession has made me more empathetic, sober, and grateful.
When | see people come up with different problems, it teaches me to be grateful
for what | have. | have also stopped being judgemental.

Dhruv: What would be your closing remark for all students in general?

Mrs Usha: Be kind, because you never know what the other person is going
through. It is easy to be rude but it takes a lot of effort to be kind so always
choose to be kind.

Smrithi B
and
Dhruv Anirudh




Welcoming Newcomers
to a Safe and Thriving Environment

Newcomers may experience a range of emotions, challenges and opportunities
during a school transition. A new education system, new expectations, new
cultural background - everything makes it an overwhelming experience to adjust
to the new environment. Over the years, DFL has been fostering and promoting a
welcoming and inclusive environment, integrating and supporting newcomers into
the school community right from the day of enrolment. Whether he/she is a new
student or a new staff member, the DFL family handholds every member to make
him/her feel comfortable and welcome.

On 10th December 2024, two of the school’s new teaching faculty Mrs. Pramita
Bhaduri and Ms. Judy Joseph had a candid discussion with the newcomer
students of the present academic year 2024-2025 wherein the students
enthusiastically shared their thoughts, opinions and ideas about their new school.
The students brimed with enthusiasm as they shared their experiences about the
school’s dynamic environment—the sense of joy and belongingness evident in
their faces and words. Kanisha from Class 6C shared how the camaraderie among
students allowed them to express their feelings openly. Yuktha of Class 8B
highlighted the school’s low teacher-student ratio, ensuring personalized
attention for each student. She also appreciated the spacious, airy classrooms
and well-equipped infrastructure that provide an open and conducive
environment for learning.

Eshan, a student from Class 6C, expressed enthusiasm for the smart classrooms
equipped with projectors that make learning more engaging and fun—one that he
missed in his previous school. Rida from Class 7B added that DFL’s innovative
teaching methods like flip classes during which students took on the role of
teachers, were both challenging and exciting. She also enjoyed creative activities
like scrapbook activities, which added a hands-on approach to learning.

When asked what excited him the most about the school, Shlok of 6C mentioned
learning new concepts daily and cherishing fun moments with friends. He also
praised the unique features of the school like circle time, vibrant morning
assemblies, and special meditation sessions that fostered a sense of belonging.

P 4
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Shrimanvitha from 8C expressed how she looked forward to ‘No Bag Days’ for the
different competitions and inter-house events that each no-bag day brought.
Initially nervous, she later gained confidence and even won prizes on such fun-
filled No-Bag days.

The excitement isn’t limited to classrooms. Class trips provide an immersive
learning experience coupled with thrilling adventures and a plethora of enjoyable
activities that leave lasting memories in the heart of every student at DFL. Grade 5
students fondly recalled the Annual Sports Day, calling it the best event of the
year, filled with energy and bonhomie.

Another noteworthy event that the newcomers recalled is the Art for a Cause
competition, an offshoot of the school’s unique CfNFI movement in collaboration
with the Neonates Foundation of India, in which students enthusiastically
participated in the Best Out of Waste segment, showcasing their creativity and
winning accolades. The school’s SSR initiative CfNFI, has also left a profound
impact upon the students. Students expressed how this program fosters the spirit
of sharing and caring, helping them grow as responsible individuals.

Poonyashree, a student, highlights the significance of the Star of the Month award,
which motivates students to be disciplined and continuously improve. With such
diverse opportunities and numerous learner-centric activities, DFL truly nurtures
each student and fosters an environment to support growth and learning.

Clearly, DFL is more than a school - it’'s a hub of holistic development,
camaraderie, knowledge and discovery.
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i Interview With Student Council

Welcome to this insightful panel discussion between student editors turned)
reporters and the student council members, 2024-25 on 'School Culture an
Discipline'—the two pillars that shape our learning environment and personal
growth.

The discussion started off with the introduction of the members and their roles
and responsibilities. We just jumped into the topic and got lots of different
opinions from each one of them. We received many answers highlighting the
school’s focus on creativity and charity events.

The members felt that the school has shaped them in a very positive way and the
environment that the school has created has helped them to grow and achieve in
their respective fields. They also appreciated the opportunities that the school has
provided to them and also mentioned how the school has pushed them to exceed
their limits to achieve their goals.

The panel discussion highlighted what makes the school special, including its focus
on creativity, charity events, and a wide range of activities and the positive
influence that it has made in grooming them.

Read on to find some interesting opinions and responses in the paragraphs below:
Swati: What do you think makes our school’s culture special?

! Shreeya: One thing | think is special is how we greet our teachers. It’'s more than
just saying "namaste", it’s about showing respect while greeting meaningfully.

A
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where we come together to donate things like books, clothes, or other items and
set up stalls to collect money to donate it to people who need them. It teaches us
to be kind and generous, and it brings everyone together for a good cause.
Empowering our Ayah aunties as ‘Vigilance Officers’ to maintain discipline is
another unique feature!

Aayush: Our house names are also very unique. They aren’t just colors or random
names; they have meanings behind them. This makes us feel proud and
connected and it adds something special to the school competitions.

Veda: Another cool thing about our school is that there’s no groupism. Everyone
gets along and supports each other, . It makes the school feel like one big
community, and that’s really important.

Shaarav: We also use a lot of technology here. There are smart boards in
classrooms, and we have online learning tools that make lessons more fun and
interactive. It helps us learn in a modern way and keeps things interesting.
Pavishka: Another thing | love about our school is the focus on discipline. We're

taught to respect each other, follow rules, and stay focused on our work. It helps
everyone stay on track and makes the school a nice place to learn.

Veda: One of the best activities is ‘My Country, My Pride.” It’'s where we learn
about our country’s culture and history in a fun way, through things like drama
and presentations. It makes us feel proud of where we come from and lets us be
creative at the same time.




Saathvik: We get plenty of opportunities to prove ourselves as big events li " he

Joy of Sharing’ gets designed and executed by the student council with the/ -
support of teachers. This gives us a good event-management exposure.

Dhrutay: Welcoming changes is an integral part of our school’s culture. From that
perspective, do you have any suggestions that can bring about any changes?

Ayush: The school is definitely giving us an all-round experience. Increased
participation in interschool tournaments may help the students gain more
exposure.

Shreeya: While we do have specialized coaches for different sports, the spectrum
can widen with other exclusive sporting and training activities.

Chinmaya: Going green with e-certificates is great move! But | do miss holding the
physical certificates!

Saaramsh: Displaying the names of captains, toppers and winning houses on a glass
panel can be very rewarding and motivating too! As alumni, it would be a great walk
on the memory lane for many of us.

Shashwat: Rules have enhanced the school’s discipline quotient. However, too
many rules can sometimes push students to find ways to break them rather than
follow them.




Shaarav: Participating in an interschool event can be acknowledged in the mass )
assembly sessions as recognition shouldn't be limited to only those who win

competitions. This will be a great motivational factor as every student’s effort
gets valued.

Bhoomika: In what way has the school influenced you?

Veda: This institution has shaped me in many ways, helping me to grow
academically and personally.

Ayush: The environment of the school has encouraged me to become a better
person, pushing me to improve my skills and behaviour.

Hemanth: The school has provided me with numerous opportunities to learn,
explore, and develop my talents.

Surya: It has challenged me to go beyond my limits, helping me achieve success
through perseverance and hard work.

Samarth: After graduating, how would you describe your experience at DFL?
Siddharth: | would talk about the wide range of co-curricular activities that helped
us develop skills beyond academics.

Hemanth: | would highlight the school's commitment to social responsibility,
especially through the various charity events it organizes.

Surya: One of the things | would definitely mention is how experts visit our school
to guide us in making the right career choices.

A Report by:
Dhrutay T K, Bhoomika Bennur, Samarth N Bharadwaj and Swati Hegde
Student editors
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The Underwater World

How beautiful the underwater world is,

Mermaids that we all bliss!

If we give a visit it is all blue,

It is so humongous that we have no clue!

Hundreds of submarines come to this place,

And see the ocean’s face!

It is a residence to thousands of living marine creatures,
And it is because of its amazing features!

Be as transparent as the ocean,

Then you won’t face any complication!

Under Water World

Firstly, | would like to tell the importance of the ocean, the ocean is an
essential source for humans and other species on the blue planet. It gives
almost three fourth of the oxygen for the earth. It also balances the global
climate. It is a home to millions of species like whales, sharks, fishes, dolphins
etc. It also helps in discovery-based science. The underwater world is
another side of the earth, it is a beautiful and delightful world, but it is
dangerous for humans because as pressure expands as you go deeper and
due to lack of breathable gas. The water pressure gets high with depth,
where the lungs will collapse and fills the water which is called Barotrauma.
The underwater world has unique life for aquatic animals than land animals,
which can only breather in water. Some animal's breath through gills whereas
others breath through their own skin. The underwater animals are also the
part of food chain.

Jeevita B
6 A

Humans’ activities are harmful for the animals in water
because they throw plastics and dirty the water from
which the animals rarely survive. In conclusion, we can
say that the life of underwater is a charm and is an
essential component for our blue planet.
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“The sea is an underwater museum still awaiting
its visitors.” The word underwater defines the
world at bottom of water bodies like lakes,
oceans, and seas. It is a shelter which contains
millions of living beings like fishes and plants.
They look so colorful and attractive, but

) o ) S Akshaya
sometimes the living being become dangerous. 6C

-

I

I

|

|

I

I

I

|

I

|

I

|

I To prevent the underwater world depleting, we must stop throwing food

I waste, reduce carbon emissions, eat sustainable seafood, avoid ocean-

| harming products, keep beaches clean, protect wetlands, and improve

| wastewater systems. More than 94% of the earth’s wildlife comprises marine

| life. The oceans and seas produce more than 70% of the oxygen for the whole

I planet. The plants and animals exchange gases and help each other due to

I the process of respiration, they release air, and animals consume oxygen

| from the air and release carbon dioxide gas. But green plants also release

| oxygen gas by using carbon dioxide during photosynthesis. Hence, this is the

| way plants and animals help each other in exchange in gases. This is how the
process of respiration happens in aquatic animals.
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The underwater world is more
different than ours in size, shape,
color. There are diverse kinds of
aquatic plants and animals.
Plants like dino flagellates,
diatoms, brown algae, red algae,
green algae, and seaweed and ex.
animals like fish, octopus, sea
horse, prawns, crabs, jellyfish.
save marine life. They also help
us by providing food. Not only
for this, we must save them as
they are also living being like us.
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The Underwater World

The underwater world is completely different compared to the land that we
live on. Marine life holds unique creatures that are fascinating to hear about.
It includes fish, octopus, dolphins, whales, sea turtles etc. Their bodies are
designed and created by nature to live and adapt to their surroundings. They
not only include unique creatures but a variety of plants that are colorful and
attractive. Some of them are red algae, sea grass, coral reef, and kelp. All
these animals and plants make the marine life beautiful and unique. Some
activities like scuba diving, snorkelling are performed so that people can
experience and see the beautiful underwater world. People can also know
more about marine life and the plants and animals that live there by doing
such activities. But marine life is getting destroyed day by day.

People throw tons of plastic in oceans and
other water bodies that affects the creatures
that live there. So many marine creatures die
due to plastic. This must be stopped. We
must stop throwing plastic in water and we
must use alternatives other than plastic. :
Together let us save our precious marine life. Kanisha K

6C
A Night'’s Escape

As | was drinking milk sitting on my bed, | saw a messenger pigeon knocking on
my window. | opened it so that the bird could come in. The bird came straight
to my face and sat on the bed. | untied the chit tied to its right foot and just
then the bird flew. To my surprise, it had left me a very disgusting gift. |
cleaned my bed as fast as | could and then sat on my table and switched on

the study lamp. There was no name or address on the chit. It said, “You are in
DANGER?”. | tried to ignore it and threw it in a dustbin.

The next morning when | woke up, | found myself in a small room, with no
windows or doors, but a bed in which | was sleeping. | was smart enough to
pull the bed and find a small door behind. . | went through it to enter a huge
garden. A garden that would not end up for miles. In the garden, | found a pot
that had another chitin it.

oz
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The chit read, “You are in a mystery land. There are two hints to get out of
here. It is going to be a Long Way”. | observed that the letters L and W were
highlighted. | went ahead and saw a lawn of grass which was pink with paved
stones that read LW. | tried jumping on the grass and fell into a room full of
spiders. There was a huge cup in the room. | decided to go into it and found a
cake there, but did not eat it as | thought it was poisoned. | was getting
uncomfortable so | stretched my legs. The cake squished and a chit came out
of it. It had a drawing of a door. “Oh, this could be another hint”, | thought and
started looking for a door in the cup but could not find one.

| was brave enough to get back into the room of
spiders and saw two doors one red and the other
blue. Next to the doors, there was a piece of wood on
which ‘One is DEATH and one is SAFE’ was written. |
was scared but tried my luck on the blue door. A
sound, just like a whisper | heard ‘You are a detective

now’ and | was in my room. Utsavi Anand
Based on a story | dreamt. 6A

‘The Story of Two Unlikely Friends

Once upon a time, there was a bird happily living in its cozy nest. One night, a
weak branch above the bird's nest fell on the bird's branch. The nest shook
and the bird tripped and fell onto another branch below.

A piece of stick had impaled the bird's feet, and it was too dark to see which
spot it had impaled in. All hope felt lost until the bird saw little firefly flying.
The firefly heard the bird's wailing and said, 'Don't cry, you can use my light to
see and remove the thorn by its beak'.

The bird did as the firefly told it to and in a few seconds, the thorn was out.

The bird was overjoyed.
Soon it started pouring. The firefly started to worry

because the rain could spoil its light. Hearing this,
the bird quickly built a small nest of leaves for the
firefly to not get wet. The firefly thanked the bird.
The bird replied “Well, one good turn deserves
another good turn.” They lived happily as best
friends for the rest of their lives.
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My Travelogue: The Heritage Train Ride
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I Let me share an interesting and

| unique experience of travelling on

| Heritage train during my summer

| vacation in May 2024. | went from

I Ooty to Mettupalayam on the

I Heritage train. This train has only

| four coaches. This Nilgiris Mountain

| Railway also popularly called the

| 'Toy Train' was built by the British in

| 1908. The railway line is a metre

I gauge of 1000mm. This train slowly

I descends the hills, travels through
several tunnels and gives the most
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beautiful view of valleys and
waterfalls. The windows are big to
give a beautiful view of the lush
greenery. The train runs on diesel
from Ooty to Coonoor and from
Coonoor to Mettupalayam it runs
with a steam engine. It took around 5

hours to reach Mettupalayam. This N.A. Karthik Subramanian
was an exhilarating experience for 6A
me.

Unbelievable facts about oceans

Less than 5% of the planet’s oceans have been explored.

The world’s largest mountain chain is underwater.

There are more historic artefacts under the oceans than in all the world’s
museums.

Over 70% of our planet’s oxygen is produced by the oceans.

The world’s largest oceans contain around 25,000 islands.
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N Pranav Rohan

|
% g, 6C Source: Trafalgar.com /
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¢ Ammonites = These are the mollusks related to the
modern squid.

e Mosasaurus — Marine reptiles of the cretaceous
period.

e Stellar’'s Sea cow - These species were
eaten to extinction by the humans.

e Littoraria Flammia - Species of sea snail native of China
disappeared in the last 100 years.
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I e Caribbean Seal monk - Hunted to extinction
|
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I
|
I N Pranav Rohan
I 6C

Source: Mongabay.com
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The Power Of Petéulm;

Pets are our loyal |
companions. It is a very
happy feeling to return
home and pamper pets.
They can be known as
humans’ best friends.

_'"?
Their warmth can make us '
happy and relaxed.
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I These pets have very cute eyes and their love towards us
I can calm us in all situations. Pets affect us in many ways.
| Having pets will make us stress-free and in turn improves
| our health. People say that there’s not one answer about
I how a pet can help somebody with a specific condition.
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Pets play a major role in our life. .
DhritiM M
6C

‘The Penguins Join The Party

Chrissy, Sissy, and Missy were sisters. They lived with their brother Sidney
on an iceberg in the Atlantic Ocean. One day a ship was taking passengers on
a cruise, stopped right next to the penguins iceberg. The people on board
had never seen penguins before, especially one in a red waistcoat! So, they
leaned over the side and began taking videos, films, and photographs. Do
you mind being stared at? Chrissy, Sissy, and Missy asked their brother
Sidney, not one bit said Sidney as he straightened his bow tie. So, the four
little penguins posed for the cameras until it grew dark. Late that night,
Chrissy, Missy, Sissy, and Sidney heard music. It came from the brightly lit

cruise ship. Come on girls said Sidney it sounds like a party,

so let us join them. So, the siblings jumped off
their iceberg, swam over to the ship and
clambered up on the deck. Welcome aboard!

yelled the captain above the noise. Today we
stared at you, it is your turn to stare at us.
Come and join the party!
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Tata History & Contribution Towards India,

TATA is a company that everyone knows because it's in our everyday life, like in
tea, salt, cars, televisions, etc. The story begins on 3 March 1839 when
Nusserwanji Tata was born into a Parsi family. He married at a young age, as
child marriage was common in those days, and had a son, Jamsetji. Nusserwanji
moved to Bombay to give his family a good life. He also wanted to give his son
! the best education. Jamsetji Tata established many cotton mills, including
Empress Mill, in the year 1877 in Nagpur after purchasing 10 acres of land. When
the mill started, the workers would not come to work regularly, so for them,
Jamsetji gave them a pension after they retired and kept family days and sport
days for them. His dream was to provide middle-class and poor people with
good facilities that they could afford, so in his life he was able to make the
famous Taj Hotel in Bombay; it was the first hotel in Bombay that had electricity.
Jamsetji Tata's dream was to establish an iron and steel company in India to help
the country become economically prosperous and industrialized. Before he died
in the year 1904, his dream project work had started by his son, who was the
new chairman of the TATA group, named Dorabji Tata.

The Tata Iron and Steel Company (TISCO) was founded by Jamsetji and
established by Sir Dorabji Tata on 26 August 1907 and TCS in 1968. Dorabji was a
strong supporter of sports and the Olympics. He helped establish the Indian
Olympic Association in the year 1927. Dorabji established the Indian Institute of
| Science in Bangalore. When Dorabji Tata died on 3 June 1932, the new chairman
of Tata Group was Sir Nowroji Saklatwala, who helped channel the funds at the
disposal of the trust to help the needy. After Sir Nowroji, the next chairman of
. the Tata Group was J.R.D. Tata, who contributed a lot to the Tata Group, and the
1 biggest thing he contributed to India was Air India. Then Air India came under
government control after the independence, and he died on 29 November 1993.
Sir Ratan Tata was the new chairman of the Tata Group. He acquired many
international companies like Tetley, Jaguar, Land Rover, Ford, etc. And in the
airline business, well-known Vistara Airlines and Air India, under the TATA group.

1 He had manufactured the first affordable mini family car for the middle-class
range, introducing a car named Tata Nano, and its cost was one lakh Indian

rupees.
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Tata regularly donates 66% of the income from his
business group, Tata Sons. Sir Ratan Ji Tata is a super
visionary and an unforgettable real role model for
everyone in the world. Sir Ratan Tata is an unmarried man
who died at the age of 86 on 9 October 2024 from old age

conditions at Mumbai’s Breach Candy Hospital.
Shivansh Agrahari

| sourced by Shivansh ot

The End of The World

Satish was standing on the balcony watching the last rays of the sun. When loud
and angry voices in the street below distracted his attention. He ran down the
stairs to see what had happened. His neighbors were again fighting over some
parking issues. It was a common scene among the residents of that area. No
sooner did he reach there when suddenly the land between the neighbors’
buildings started tearing apart. Everyone got frightened. Satish ran back to his
house to find his daughter and wife. They were both ready with their emergency
baggage. The family got out of the house and started running as fast as they
could, passing the falling trees and buildings. Water was penetrating out of the
departing land, and everyone was panicking and running in any direction to save
' their lives when suddenly, Satish’s daughter fell down. A tree fell over her feet.
Satish was trying to help his crying daughter when they both saw a building
falling over them. Satish hugged his daughter and shouted at the peak of his
voice, which finally woke him up. With sighs of heavy breathing and excessive
'sweating, Satish went to his daughter’s room only to find that everything was
| fine. He kissed her forehead, went back to his room, and wondered, “Phew! This
one really took the life out of me.”

Kavya Kalantry
6C
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My Trip To Ahobilam

We visited Ahobilam in Andhra Pradesh during my Dasara vacations with a
travel guide named Hare Krishna. We almost missed the bus due to some
confusion, but caught it in the nick of time. We left Bangalore on 10th October
around 9:30p.m and reached Ahobilam at about 6 in the morning, where we
were welcomed by the rain,we then freshened up and had hot pulao and curd
for breakfast which was delicious. Our first visit was a temple it was supposed

to be a kind of trek but due to the rain we had to go in a jeep which was also fun, |

the rain stopped as we got to the top even though the road was very bumpy it
was worth the ride to see the view. We visited the Ugra Narasimha temple it was
well maintained and clean after returning to our rooms it was already 4 in the
evening, we had lunch and rested for a while. The day two trip was the most
enticing one, we had to wake up early to see the sunrise and we started our trek
at 5 in the morning and reached the top of the hill around 6:15 it was really a

majestic view. | was thrilled to know the story of Baktha Prahalada and Hiranya |

Kashyapa from our guide. There was a small water fall with natural red colored
water flowing, some people say it is the blood of Hiranya Kashyapa. We got a
view of ‘Ugra Sthamba’ - the place from where Narasimha came on to the Earth.

While coming down we had a surprise of walking behind a waterfall.
Later in the evening, we went for another trek which had

lakes, ponds, bridges and many more things it was fun
and adventurous. But it all came to an end as we had to
return home the next day. | cherish the moments and the
experience that | spend , which will remain in my
memories forever.

RohanTS

My trip to Yercaud 6c

Last week my family and | went to Yercaud. We had booked a really nice hotel
called the ‘Grand Palace’ resort. We started our journey in our car pretty early
so we could reach early to the resort. The drive to the top was bumpy and
bendy but we didn’t feel it as we were busy looking at the wonderful scenery of
the city of Salem. We could see beautiful landscapes as we were 2200m above
sea level.
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We reached there at around 12:00pm. We went right into our rooms and
freshened up.

The room was very beautiful and had an amazing view of the sunrise which we
could see in the early morning. Now, was my favourite part of the trip, we
went trekking on the mountains. It was a 1 km trek. We climbed up many rocks
and finally reached the top. We could see the whole of Salem and its
neighbouring areas. It was a lot of fun and we took a lot pictures.

By the time we came back it was 6:00pm. We came back, ate dinner and went
to bed.

Next day morning we woke up early to see the sunrise. It was a mesmerizing
view. Then we took bath, freshened up, ate breakfast and went on a taxi. First,
we saw Shevaroyan temple. It was located on Shevaroys hill. It was the
highest point in Salem. Then we went to a 32 km drive called loop road. It was
a long drive, all surrounded with trees and mother nature. On the way we saw
Cauvery peak. It was a place where all plants were kept. They sold some of the
most delicious coffee and other yummy snacks. When we were coming back it
started to rain. And we all know what happens if it rains in a hill station. It was
hard to drive, but we somehow made it back.

It was still 5:30pm, so we decided to check out the resort’s amazing
amnesties. We visited the indoor game room. We played table tennis, foosball
and even pool table. We also went to the adventure park. Then we ate dinner,
watched some TV and had a good sleep.

This was our last day, so we decided to have a peaceful morning. So, we woke
up a bit late, ate a yummy breakfast and then we decided to hop into the
swimming pool. The pool was very chilly at first but then came around just
right. We had a lot of fun and then at last we had to check out. We missed this
amazing beauty and set back home, creating everlasting memories that will
stay in our hearts forever.

Neeraj Hariharan
7B
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Global Warming

Global Warming is the long-term heating of Earth's surface. Due to human
activities, primarily fossil fuel burning, led to climate change and became a
global warming. June 2024 was the hottest month on record.
The latest IPCC report mentioned that 1.5°C of warming might take the life of
70% to 90% of tropical coral reefs, while 2°C warming will wipe them out of
existence. The impact of heat wave unleashed some disastrous consequences
in June 2024 which led to death of 1,000 people during the Hajj Pilgrimage.
Causes of climate change are:

e manufacturing in factories

e cutting down forests

e transportation using fossil fuel

e powering buildings, etc.,
Some out-turns of global warming are:
droughts, earthquakes
rise in sea level

) Tejal Mahale
species loss 6A

wildfires

food and water scarcity, etc.,

We can avoid global warming by powering up our house by renewable energy,
by following 3 'R's (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), reducing water waste, by driving a
fuel-efficient vehicle.

So, let us all join hands together and prevent global warming and climate
change by following them. Let us all plant more trees and embrace our mother
earth.

A Trip to Chandravalli Caves

On December 23rd, my family and | started a journey to our village, which lies
in the coastal belt of Karnataka. Sitting in the car and waiting so long to reach
our village is a bit boring, so | told my parents that we could visit any historical
places. As they were bored too, they agreed. In just a fraction of seconds, my
mother said that we could visit Chandravalli Caves in Chitradurga.

o
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| was very enthusiastic about visiting the caves. As we reached there, we saw a |
troop of monkeys, a litter of puppies, and a flock of birds. We were amazed to see
the clean lake, which had a thick forest on the other side. To see the caves, we
had to climb a flight of stairs. Before we entered the caves, there was a small -
| temple of Lord Shiva. There were five Shivalingas placed by the Pandavas. Also,
there was an inscription written by Arjuna (one of the Pandavas). Finally, it was
time to enter the caves. We had to take a guide to enter the cave. The guide said
- that the cave was built in the fourth century. The cave was built to protect the |
i king and his family. There was a small Shivalinga located inside the cave. Many |
| centuries ago, a sage used to meditate in the cave. As we went further, there was
a bathroom that had a bathtub! There was a small bench to relax after bathing. |
There were three doors to go out of the bathroom. The guide told us to choose |
the middle door. We were inside a hall, which was a Gurukul, which was used to

, teach the children of the king. |
Last but not least, we went into the conference hall. The guide told my parents to |

| switch off the torch. It was so dark that | felt like | was blind. This hall was used to

| host private meetings. Everyone, including the king, was supposed to be .
blindfolded while attending the meeting so that the king and others would not |

~ know who would be speaking. Then we came to the exit. |
| was very glad to visit the caves, but sadly, my
grandmother could not go with us as it was very deep
and dark. So, we told her everything that we

| experienced in the cave so that even she would know
about the feeling inside the cave.

- Tejal Mahale
_ India e
| India is the largest country in South Asia, located between the Bay of Bengal and ;
the Arabian sea. It’s surrounded by the Himalayas in the north and is |

bordered by Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
China and Myanmar. India is the most populated
country in the world. It is the world’s largest
democracy, divided into 28 states and 8 union |
territories. India has a unique culture and is one of the
oldest and greatest civilizations of the world. India |
covers an area of 32,87,263 sq.km.

Sarat Chandra.J

| love India!
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My Favourite Game

For me, badminton is the perfect mixture of skill, speed and endurance. | love to
play badminton with my friends and family. It is a fast-paced game that people of
all fitness levels can play. It doesn’t require any specialised equipment and can
be played in many different places. Badminton is my favourite game because
there are always new learning strategies, and | can work harder than other
. sports. Badminton is fun to play. | also like it because we must have a lot of skill
1 and concentration to play this sport, and it can be tricky sometimes. Badminton
| isa sport that | enjoy playing. Moreover, this game is different from other games.
It is a game where you have to hit the shuttlecock with your arm, and one needs
strong hand muscles. Playing badminton is an excellent exercise for the body.
It strengthens muscles, enhances reflexes and motor
coordination, increases flexibility and improves
balance. It helps with these things better than other
sports because it uses every muscle in the body.
Badminton is an individual as well as a team sport,
played in teams of two or four individuals. Badminton

Chanasya VaishnaviH  has been a part of the Olympics since 1992.
6A

How Jesssica Learnt A Lesson
To Be Appreciative.

There was a girl named Jessica who wanted a new bicycle for her birthday. She
always requested her parents to buy her one, but her parents told that they will
| get it for her next year as they were in a tough phase and could not afford it.
| Jessica was very ungrateful and was angry with her parents that she took no
notice to wish them for their anniversary. One day when she was coming back "
from school, she saw a homeless person on the road and realized how lucky she
was compared to him.
From that day onwards she was thankful for what she
' had and learnt to help all the living organisms in need!
Thus, it is important for us to be indebted to what we
have and stop being greedy for what we do not have.

Jeevita. B
6 A

I Q@i/j

NI



\

It was an unplanned travel which led to
P

| the visit to Murdeshwara ‘The Abode of

I Lord Shiva’. When we reached there |

I

| could see the temple and a big statue of

| Lord Shiva. After seeking the blessings of
or iva we stood in a queue to have a

Lord Shi di h
| beautiful view of Murdeshwara. Once we
= reached the 13th floor breath taking view
| of Murdeshwara has etched in my

memories. The silver statue of Lor iva
| ies. The sil f Lord Shi
| along with Ravana (The Demon God) and
| Ganesha (In the Disguise of a Grazier)
| stood tall at the backyard of the temple.
= Picture Courtesy: Likisha H -5A
I It was pouring cats and dogs and yet the fishermen wouldn’t stop fishing on the
| coast of Laccadive Sea. At Murdeshwara this sea is termed as Murdeshwara
| Beach. Due to increase in water level, we were not allowed to play at the beach.
| The cave visit behind the temple depicts the entire story of Gokarna and that of
I the Murdeshwara.

The different personalities of Ravana can be seen
| here. Each personalities of his is a master piece in
| itself. It was a beautiful experience to know about
| Ravana being the extreme most devotee of Lord
I Shiva. | would recommend everyone to visit this place
. to witness the glory of Ravana and Lord Shiva.
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The Musical Strand

There lived a man in a village with a pumpkin nose. The people in the village were
| afraid to spend time with him. He didn’t step out of his house even a single day.
Over a night a small green strand grew on his head and the people in his village
were even afraid of him, a few were curious to know what it was, but never dared
to ask. A brave little girl decided to creep into his room, she waited until he fell
; asleep. He fell asleep and she went near him and the strand on his head. When
| the girl touched the strand a melodious music was heard that came out from the
strand. The pumpkin man startled and jumprd of his bed. The girl asked him to
stay calm and made him seat and convinced him to walk out of the door and
display his gift. She suggested him that he play a tune at the centre of the village.
The pumpkin man kept thinking about this for a few days and missed the little

| girl.

One fine day the pumpkin man put himself together and walked to the centre of |

| the village. He nervously touched the strand on his head and started playing a
| tune. Amused by the sight, the villagers gathered around the pumpkin man and
enjoyed th tune. This continued for days and the villagers quickly fogot his weird
- pumpkin nose and loved his kindess. The pumpkin man has the little girl as his
BFF and continued making lots of friends.

Who is She?

| A long time ago a woman had a family whom she kept away with her secrets and
flaws. She worked all day only to keep herself busy. Never liked to stay at home.
All that she liked doing was to roam. She made sure her skin stayed wrinkle free
; and hair grey free. She spent her earnings only on making herself look grand, she
1 hated cooking but ate everything. Never showed love to her family nor did she
-' accept any. Two little eyes kept waiting to receive her love forever, but she
ignored those sparkling eyes, and looked dazzling.
A day came where her body slowly started showing
signs of her age. Yet, she was as stubborn as an ox and
never gave up on her age. By doing this she gained
| nothing but lost everything. Those little eyes faded away
and only waited for the end to come.
| No one knew who this woman was except Likisha H

Qﬁ for those little eyes who saw a mother in 5A
her.
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Learning things while playing

Playing is super cool because it helps us learn new things without even realizing it! |

Let’s break it down building blocks. When we stack blocks we learn about balance,
| shapes and even a little bit about building things. It’s like being an engineer.
Pretend play: Whether we are pretending to be astronauts exploring space or
chefs cooking up food we are learning to use our own imagination, solve problems
. and understand different roles.

i Creativity: When we draw, paint or make up our own stories we are expressing |

| ourselves and learning to think differently.

Social Skills: Playing with friends helps us learn how to share, take turns and tell |

our ideas effectively.
Problem Solving: Whether it’s solving out a tricky puzzle or obstacles while

, playing games in the playground we develop sharp thinking and problem solving |

skills.

| So, next time if anyone says “Stop playing and go do
| your homework”, you can tell them you are actually
learning a whole bunch of cool stuff while you play.
. How awesome is that!

Riya Gangaraju

The Ocean 4C

| have a small world inside me,
A blue, colorful beauty
Which is hidden in me.

Different creatures
With different features
A fantastic world you see!

| always look at the sky,
Meera Atul Abhale The clouds so white

5B And the sun so bright!

With a beautiful face
And a peaceful place
| am the ocean.
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My Experience at a Mela in Mysore City

| visited Mysore city during Dasara last year. There | went to the mela with my |

grandmother. Many people had come to have fun there. We bought the entry
ticket and went inside. | saw the beautiful lights and decorations. They were so
colourful. | also saw so many food stalls and enjoyed the rides.

' The place was very big. First, | wanted try giant wheel. In the beginning | felt very

. scared. Later | knew it was safe and | won’t fall. Then | started enjoying. It was so |

1 high up in the air and the view was very good.

Next, | went to the Columbus boat ride. It rocks up and
down very high. Everyone was screaming. | too screamed
loudly as it was the scariest ride | could ever sit in. |
started crying when | got down from this ride and | felt
my heart was beating very fast. After a while we snacks

and returned home. | felt very happy and had a lot of Baani Pavan Prasad
fun. 3A

My Experience at a Mela in My Village

Attending a mela in my native during my last vacation with my friends, was an

enchanting experience for a ten-year-old girl like me. The food stalls created an "
| atmosphere of joy and celebration. We went straight to Ferris Wheel. It felt like *
we're flying and the view was breathtaking! Then we tried our luck at the ring toss

and won a cute stuffed toy. Meanwhile, we found a stall with "Magic Shoes".

When | wore them, there popped up a golden ticket for a carousal ride! It felt like |

. afairytale! Another highlight was the magic show.

wand. With a flick, a bouquet of flowers appeared out of
thin air! The crowd erupted in applause, and | felt like a
star! The mela was an unforgettable experience in my life.

Poornashree Ajit
5B

To my surprise, the magician called me and gave me a
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Creator of The Past

Time so vast,

Creator of the past.

It has no rules!

Don’t think it is one of our tools

It can’t be bought
Neither can it be fought.
Time runs past,
Everything god cast.

Everything should end
Every tree must bend.
Time heals all,

But time makes fall.

Time god sent

To heal and to hurt.

Time cannot be bent,

It kills anything raised from dirt.

Time is a surveyor
A healer, a destroyer.
But time is needed
To keep death fed.

The world needs time
To knead our life.

To cut our lifeline,
And our lives to drive.

My Understanding
About Ganitotsava

20 December 2024, marked the sixth 'No
Bag Day' of this academic year, and what
a day it was! Our school hosted the
Rapidata finals and Ganitotsava, an event
that left an indelible mark on my mind. As
the name suggests, Ganitotsava is a
celebration of mathematics, where 'Ganit’
means math and 'Utsav' means festival in
Sanskrit. This engaging activity aimed to
make math attractive and fun for
students. And accurately like the meaning
of it, filled with colourful festival and
knowledgeable like math. The
competition involved crafting an origami
and naming the types of angles. | made a
parrot using green paper, and | decided
to add a creative touch by using my
quilling set to create an eye. Everyone
was doing as much as they can to make it
look presentable, it includes me too. It
should be a tough for the judges to
choose only five winners from each class,
because each student from my school is
very creative. For me, Ganitotsava was an
unforgettable experience, and | am
confident that everyone who took part
would agree. It was a testament to the
fact that learning can be enjoyable and
interactive.

Meera Atul Abhale
5B
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A Rescue Mission with My Friends

One day | was playing with my friend on the road. | heard a kitten crying. | told

. my friend about it. Then we went to search the kitten. We were searching for the

kitten for about 5 minutes, but we couldn’t find it. We could hear it, but could
not find the kitten. After a few minutes, my friend found the kitten on a tree. But

| we had no idea of how to get it down. My friend and | tried to climb the tree, but
! we failed. Then we tried to reach the kitten using a ladder. But the tree was very

. tall, and we could not reach it.

. perfectly landed on the cloth. And this is how, | rescued a

Then | called more of my friends, and told them to hold a
cloth below the tree. Then | went on the terrace of the
house, and pushed the kitten down with a stick. It

kitten with my friends.

ArjunV
7A

Bioluminescence

- Bioluminescence is defined as the wonder phenomenon through biochemical

reactions where in living organisms produce light. This of course, is naturally

visible in several species that are marine and terrestrial in nature - so they range ;

from some kinds of algae to jellyfish, fungi, and even fireflies in insects.

| MECHANISM

Bioluminescence is formed by the light emitting molecule known as luciferin when

! it combines with oxygen in the presence of an enzyme known as luciferase. It}
. generates light with little to no heat, hence its name "cold light".

-_ MARINE BIOLUMINESCENCE

Bioluminescence occurs frequently in the ocean. Some of the most common uses
include the following.

Predation: Most deep-sea animals, such as the anglerfish, use bioluminescence as

| some sort of prey attractor. The glow can take on the form of small organisms and |

has unaware fish swim into its field of vision.

| Defence Mechanism: Many species, such as squid and shrimp emit light to confuse |

' predators, allowing them to escape.
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| Communication: Bioluminescence may be used for s.'i'g_'rﬁalling among species,
| such as in mating displays, of various jellyfish and other marine animals.

| Terrestrial Bioluminescence
| On land, bioluminescence is not so common but still amazing

| Fireflies: These insects make use of light to attract each other. In every species,
| there is a particular flashing pattern that needs to be identified.

I Fungi: Some fungi, such as Amrillaria Mellea, even though they are not a
| bioluminescent body, its mycelia and rhizomorphs are parasitic or woody plants
| of many species and glows with a bright green light. This might attract insects to
| aid in the spore dispersal process.

| APPLICATION AND RESEARCH

| Scientists keep investigating bioluminescence for many uses such as:

I Medical Research: Bioluminescent proteins serve as markers for genetic or
| cellular studies to track biological processes.

| Environmental Monitoring: Bioluminescent organisms can serve as indicators of
| changes in water quality and levels of pollution.

Conservation Concerns: Most bioluminescent species are easily threatened by
| habitat destruction and pollution. Proactive conservation of these ecosystems
| will therefore be essential in preserving the subtle intricate web of life reliant on
| bioluminescence.
| Bioluminescence is an absolute fascinating are of
I study, bringing out the amazing versatility and
I diversity in life on this planet. Its beauty and
| utility are only stimuli for scientific curiosity as
| well as greater ecological awareness.

Nikhil Hariharan
7A
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Marine Wonders

The underwater world holds many mysteries and wonders, being home to many
fascinating creatures. Anglerfish have a bioluminescent head to attract prey in
the depths of the ocean, since these animals live in the bathypelagic zone also
known as midnight zone (third zone). It is called midnight zone because no
sunlight reaches this zone, making it a place of complete darkness. it is amazing
how creatures adapt to such extreme conditions. However, this is not the last
zone of underwater. The hadalpelagic zone also known as the hadal zone (last
zone) is home to certain types of fish, jellyfish and microorganisms. The
underwater world is not only home to such fascinating animals, but plants too.
Corals, seaweed and algae are some of the amazing creatures that live here.

Epipelagic zone (sunlight zone) is the first layer underwater. Mackerel, clownfish
and other small fish live here. The second zone is the mesopelagic zone where
many species of bioluminescent fish live. Abyssopelagic zone (Abyss) is the
fourth zone. A lot of zombie worms, eels and dragonfish live here. It is our job to
protect this magnificent world.

Samika Shirali

Sources of information- National T A

Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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| the dim surroundings of the ocean floor.

! over 2,000 meters (650 to 6,600 feet). Their ability to

fascinating subject of scientific study.

LA

Anglerfish

The anglerfish is a predator that lives in some of the darkest and most high- |

. pressure environments on Earth. They are named for their distinctive "fishing rod"

feature, a fleshy growth called an esca on their heads. The esca emits light through

a process called bioluminescence, which is produced by symbiotic bacteria that

| live inside it. This light helps lure prey close enough for the anglerfish to capture
- with its enormous, sharp-toothed mouth. '

| Anglerfish possess flexible jaws and highly expandable stomachs. Therefore, they
| can swallow up prey nearly twice their size. They have adapted well to life at

extreme depths where food is scarce and the pressure is immense. The dark often |

muddy-brown coloration provides an effective camouflage for these fish within

Anglerfish can be found at depths ranging from 200 to

survive in such a hostile environment makes them a

Nikhil Hariharan

7A
The Great Barrier Reef

is home to thousands of species, including bright fish, sea turtles, and beautiful

| The Great Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef system in the world, stretching over |
| 2,300 kilometres along the coast of Australia. This colourful underwater paradise |

| corals. Just imagine diving into clear waters, surrounded by schools of shiny fish
| and stunning coral gardens! A great way to explore this natural beauty is by |

snorkelling. The reef is not just pretty, it is very important for the |

ocean's health and helps many coastal communities
through tourism and fishing. However, it faces serious

part of our planet.

Bhoomika Bennur
9B

.
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threats from climate change, coral bleaching, and!
pollution. The Great Barrier Reef is a wonderful example of |
nature’s beauty and complexity, making it an important
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Ash and Power

Ash. Something to throw away,

Something without use, without want.

The same ash which danced as bright as the stars,
Flowing with an orange that came from blue.

The same ash that was called fire.

Fire that could roar and burn all in its path.

All with the power of a thousand men,

Or a dainty monsoon wind.
No matter stars or a candle lit flame, V. Titheersha
It all turns into ash that is wanted by none, 9A

Nor respected by time.

The Secret Realm Below
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: But, all power comes to an end.
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| Imagine a world where darkness reigns yet the incredible magic sways! The I
| underwater world... I
A place for vibrant cities of corals, gardens of glowing jellyfish, and forests of |
swaying seaweeds. The underwater world consists of innumerable creatures that |
| feel unreal to us. It feels like a new world for us when we dive in. The animals and I
| plants thrive by helping out each other, adjusting, and fighting whenever there are
| threats.

| According to us, the humans, the underwater world is a place
| of peace and silence in comparison to the chaotic outside
| world we live in. No noise, fights, arguments, or tensions like
lin the real world; only peace, silence, and joy. Moreover, |

don’t think the sea creatures in it fight with each other just
| for silly reasons like us.

| Shreya.S
| 7A




The Underwater World

The underwater world is a vibrant realm full of
| diverse marine life. From colorful coral reefs to
: mysterious deep-sea creatures, it showcases

incredible ecosystems. This fascinating
' environment teaches us about adaptation, survival,
; and the importance of protecting the oceans.

Syeda Zara Fathima
7A

Kolkata’s first Underwater Metro

The underwater metro in Kolkata is part of the East-West Metro Line and is the |
| first and biggest underwater river tunnel in India spanning 10.8km in length and
5.5 metres in width. An incredible engineering marvel, this metro line was |
. constructed in 2021 by Afcons Infrastructure (underwater section) and
| inaugurated in 6th March 2024. Commercial operations started on and from 15th !
March 2024.
| The section between Sealdah metro station and Mahakaran metro station was |
realigned due to the inability of Govt of West Bengal to provide land on the |
. surface along the original route. The project faced many other challenges
1 including the need to drop a station planned at Wellington as Government of West |
| Bengal was unable to provide the required land on the surface. Work at Howrah |
| Maidan started in March 2016.

. The section between Howrah Maidan metro station
; and Esplanade metro station has been built by Afcons
- Transtonnelstroy JV team. Tunneling 13 metres
below the river Hoogly was a big challenge and two
tunnel boring machines from Herrenknecht have been
. used to perform this daunting task.

Praneeth Krishna A
7A
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Underwater World
“Corals”

The Underwater world is beautiful, which includes corals. Corals are underwater
plants. They look a lot like rocks, but they are tiny animals called polyps. These
polyps grow on top of each other. Many animals live in corals, like fishes, clams,
seahorses and sea turtles. Corals are very important for the marine ecosystem
| because they provide shelter and protection for many species of fish. Also, corals

| protect the coastal regions by reducing the power of hitting waves, acting as |

natural barriers. Corals are one the most important creatures in the ocean as
they provide food, oxygen, and shelter for many aquatic animals.

There are many types of corals like soft coral, bubble
coral, sun coral, fire coral etc. There are many species of
corals which are not yet discovered by scientists. Many
coral reefs are dying because of pollution, overfishing
and climate change. We can save coral reefs and the
marine ecosystem by reducing usage of single-use

plastics that endanger corals and marine life in general. Aditi Ravi
Fun Fact: Few specied of corals are used to 7A
make jewellery.

Corals can live forever, but if we pollute the oceans the corals will die. So, let’s

SAVE CORALS! —
Life in The Waters

The ocean waters dark and deep

All the mysteries and secrets they keep
Lurking predators, standing with might
Yet so colorful, filled with life.

Corals and algae dancing with swirls,
Beautiful clams with glimmery pearls

School of fishes, swimming around

Rishita Sharma And many shipwrecks, lost or found.

7A
The melodious vocals of the sea

Where the creatures roam all free

‘% > The hitting waves above shine bright
S Q}//Zﬁ It really is a marvelous sight.

7
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Friends

“A friend in need

Is a friend indeed”,

This beautiful thought
Tighten the friendship knot.

A good friend is

The one who helps you till the end,
A good friend is

The one who is with you every time.

A kind friend is

The one who encourages you,

A kind friend is

The one who has all these qualities.

A Day at AIR (All India Radio)

. An experience sharing: when | visited AIR, around eight kids from our locality were |

chosen to give a song recital for AIR. The name of the Kannada song was |
"Thindigale," which we sang in a group, and a few other songs, which we sang solo.
The songs were written by Shreemathi Shyamala. We practiced the songs for two
| hours for three days.
When | first entered the office, it was so huge and so quiet, and someone could
easily get lost without a coordinator. We had practiced so perfectly that we took
. only one take. The recording room was large and soundproof with thick, beautiful |
; carpets and was adorned by different musical instruments. There was a red light |
| that went on when they started recording and went off when we finished. The !
recording was later aired on radio at 9:10 a.m. on March 15, 2024.
Overall, it was a very exciting and unforgettable
experience, as it was my first performance out
of many for AIR.

Samanve Deepak
6B

57




What I would Ordei\: a,t
My Favourite Restaurant

I My favourite restaurant is located in Mysore. It is called Poojari's Fish Palace. | still

-\

Iremember that day very clearly. The moment we entered that castle of a
| restaurant, we had no expectations—whether it would be good or bad. But the
laroma of the food told me to rush in and order. | did exactly that; | ordered a fish
Ifry, and after a long wait, it finally arrived. | pulled off a small piece to taste, and |
Iwas amazed. The perfect crispiness on the outside, the softness on the inside, the
beautiful red spicy coating, and a pinch of lime completed my favourite meal.

|And that was just the starter. | was hyped for the main course, and my dad
Isuggested | order some chicken biryani. That was a bowl of heaven, according to
| me. Everything was perfect—all the spices complemented each other beautifully.
| After all that spiciness, | drank a lime soda to cool my stomach.

Moreover, the exterior of the restaurant
featured many vintage cars and bikes. | saw,
ate, and enjoyed all of these things in a
single day. This was the meal of paradise for
me. The car ride back home included good
sleep and numerous speed breakers.

Arnav Rakesh
9C

My Experience Underwater

| still remember the day when | experienced the underwater
world. | was a bit nervous, wearing my scuba costume, as it
was my first time. When | dived in, | saw a whole new world.
The pristine waters teeming with colorful school of fish like
Angel fish, Tuna fish, etc. The colourful marine life, the corals
made me feel like being in a paradise. | also explored a ship
wreck and a rusted anchor, filled with mysteries.
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Neal K Bhandary
7A
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Ratan Tata: India’s Visionary
For A
Brighter Tomorrow

Ratan Tata is not just a name but a living|
legacy of compassion, integrity, and vision. |
Despite being one of India’s most celebrated I
industrialists, he remains a man of immense
humility. Throughout his career, he hasl
always prioritized the well-being of people |
over profits. Under his leadership, Tata Group |
was transformed into a global powerhouse,l
but his greatest achievements lie in the
countless lives he has uplifted through hisl
philanthropic work. I
From supporting education, healthcare, and |
rural development to making personali
contributions during times of crisis, Ratan

I — — — —

Tata has been a beacon of hope for millions.
What sets him apart is not just his businessl
acumen, but his heart—one that beats for the |
underprivileged and the unheard.

| He launched the ‘Nano,” an affordable car aimed at making automobile ownership
| accessible to all.

IEven in moments of adversity, such as the 26/11
I Mumbai attacks, he stood by his people, providing not
|0nly financial support but also emotional strength.
| Ratan Tata is truly a ‘ratan’ (precious gem) in every
| sense; his legacy continues to inspire many.

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| |
| Dev Chaitanya Reddy I
I 9A |
| |
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Life
What is it?

-\

I
I
I
I
| Life itself is a blessing. Life is not only about enjoyment but also about learningl
| lessons. Life is just like a day—you go to sleep, and you don’t know how the next
| day will be. Some days, you may be happy or sad, and at times, you may feel upseti
I with everything. Do not take life casually, but remember to make it easier. |

Embrace your future by making your present beautiful and learning from your past|
I mistakes. Without problems in life, you would get bored. It is the challenges and|
| mistakes that teach you important life lessons. Enjoy each and every second of
| your life, filled with adventures. There will be problems, but we must find solutionsi
| for them.

Let’s remember how far we have come,

| and let’s keep going.
Fariya Fathima

9C
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Mistakes? I

| Every night, as | lay in bed and close my eyes, my brain loves to replay the top 50 I

| mistakes | made in the match. Thoughts rush into my mind just as Coates Kinney I

| described in the poem The Rain on the Roof. But these thoughts are not about |
people—they are about basketball. Moreover, they are not nostalgic memories; |

I they are regrets over the mistakes | made during the game.

| As soon as | came home after Clusters, my usually

| sluggish, once-in-a-while creative and imaginative

| brain—which lags during exams—suddenly started
working perfectly, recalling every missed shot and

| wrong pass. And as a cherry on top of the cake, my

| brain’s special ability is to visualize it all in vivid

| detail. Oh, how much | love my brain!

Grishma S.
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Our Experience During Ihspirit 2

— e — — —

| We are very excited to share our experience of an amazing dance program during

I ‘Inspirit,” organized by our school, which was a blast! Inspirit 2 took place atl
Ambedkar Bhavan, a large venue with many facilities. The dance studios were |
fantastic, equipped with everything we needed to practice and perform. |

l Hanging out with friends during breaks was a lot of fun, and we made many happy |

| memories talking, laughing, and sharing stories with each other. The venue was

| bustling with students and teachers working hard to coordinate everything amidst I

| the chaos. I
The makeup artists arrived and worked their magic, transforming our faces into |
| vibrant works of art. |

| Finally, it was time for our dance performance. We walked up to the stage with I

| butterflies in our stomachs but also with a lot of excitement. As soon as we

I stepped onto the stage, the bright lights and all the eyes on us felt overwhelming. I
However, spotting our families in the crowd and receiving encouragement from |

| our teachers gave us the confidence we needed.

| We swallowed our fear and nervousness and put on an amazing performance,

| which the audience thoroughly enjoyed.

| At the end of our performance, all the dancers from every group came together to I
dance to a final song. It was a heartwarming moment to see everyone’s hard work |
and energy unite. As we took our final bow and headed backstage, we felt a mix of |

[ pride, happiness, and a sense of accomplishment, knowing that we had all shared I

| this special moment. It was a perfect end to an unforgettable experience.

| Participating in this event taught us many valuable lessons, such as teamwork,
dedication, determination, and the value of hard work. We are very grateful to the

school, our teachers, and our parents for giving us this wonderful opportunity.
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The Infinite Inheritance

The wealthiest person is not the one
With piles of gold, or lands to run,
But the soul whose heart is full of light,
Whose spirit dances in purest sight.
They possess no riches made of earth,
No glittering gems, nor boastful mirth.
Their wealth is silent, deep, and wide,
A treasure within they cannot hide.
With each breath, they taste the truth,
In every moment, reclaim their youth.
They own no castle, no precious stone,

Yet walk the path where love has grown.

Their currency is kindness, rare,
Compassion beyond all worldly care.
In the stillness, they find their worth,

A kingdom built of inner peace and birth.
While others chase and grasp and crave,

They rest in stillness, free and brave.
For the wealth of spirit, pure and bright,
Is the treasure that transcends all sight.

No vaults of riches can compare

To the depth of the soul's true share.

In quiet wisdom, they are crowned,

For the wealth of peace, in them, is found.

Parnika Kishore
Class8C

Wildest Creatures

‘Thoughts

Hearts and minds come together,
A bond to last forever.
Connect the dots,
Unscramble the thoughts.

As deep as the ocean,
As silly as fun,
Your wildest creatures,
Thoughts on the run.

Feelings set free,
Flowing like the sea.
Has all the worth,
Let's stay down to earth.

Discoveries and inventions,
A reason for ignition.
Thoughts drift away,

When told to stay.
Can’t stop—
To be continued...

Krisha Singh
9C
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Haikus
Octopus:

It’s a squishy creature,
A weird wonder of nature,
) It’s an octopus.

” O Hermit crab:

:‘%” It’s a picky crab,

P B Usually hides in a shell,

It’s a hermit crab

Great white shark:

It’s a scary beast,
Fish run at the sight of it,

It’s a great white shark Purav A Gowda
Class 7B

A Tribute To A Great Cricketer

Namaste! Today, | want to share the inspiring story of a great cricketer, none
other than my father, Raghuttam T Navali. He is an ex-Ranji player who overcame
' numerous challenges to achieve his dreams and inspire others.

Born on 29th November 1971, in the small town of Hanumasagara in a humble
Brahmin family. His family settled in Kalaburagi when he was a very young boy.
| He had a deep passion for cricket and dreamed of making a name for himself in
! the sport, bringing pride to his family and community.

My father’s journey wasn’t easy. Growing up in a less developed town, he faced
many struggles. However, his unwavering determination, talent, and support
from his brother, who was his inspiration, helped him pursue his dream.

He began his cricketing career at the young age of 16, showcasing remarkable
| skill in both wicket-keeping and batting. He became the first cricketer from

' Kalyana-Karnataka to represent the state—a great achievement at the time.
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Over the course of his career, my father played in the RanJ| Trophy for eight years,

as well as the Irani Trophy. He even competed against South Africa. My father had |
the privilege of playing alongside cricketing legends like Rahul Dravid, Anil|
Kumble, Javagal Srinath, and VVS Laxman, to name a few. |
But his contributions to Indian cricket didn’t stop there. After his playing days, heI
went on to coach future stars, including the likes of KL Rahul and many other |
Indian cricketers. His guidance and mentorship have left an indelible mark on theI
sport. |
At the age of 19, he moved to Bengaluru to further his career. Today, my father |
serves as one of the selectors for Karnataka and works with Canara Bank. HisI
journey, from a small-town boy with big dreams to a respected figure in Indianl
cricket, is nothing short of extraordinary.

For me, he is more than just a great cricketer—he
is my greatest inspiration. Just like him, | aspire
to play for the state and one day represent India.
His dedication, perseverance, and passion for
cricket continue to inspire not only me but

countless others.

That’s my dad—Raghuttam T Navali. A true

legend in every sense of the word!

Sameer R Navali
A
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My Experience in the Sindhi School
Quiz Competition
On the 4"of September, 2024, a few of my friends and | went to Sindhi High School
to represent our school and participate in a quiz competition. The quiz
competition was held on the theme ‘Bharat Ki Bhavyatha’. It was related to the
culture, heritage, and current affairs of our nation.
| We were six people who were split into two teams. Siddharth, Sanath, and | were |
on the same team. The other team included Shriya, Arnav, and Niranjan. We were |
escorted by Mrs. Mona Lisa.
We left our school at 8:00 AM after attending the assembly program and reached
Sindhi High School, Kempapura, at around 8:30 AM. The Sindhi High School
prefects were present on campus to guide us, and we completed the registration |
process.
First, the inaugural ceremony was held, followed by cultural programs. After this,
we had a short break. We were then led back to the auditorium to attend the first |
round. The first round was a written test or quiz. The duration was one hour, with
40 questions to be answered. There were about 20 schools participating. After the
first round, we took a lunch break.
At around 2:00 PM, the results of the first round were announced along with the |
1 list of schools that had been selected. One of our teams—Siddharth, Sanath, and | |
—was selected for the second round. It was an exciting and equally tense moment
as we were one step closer to winning the quiz.
. The second round started at around 2:30 PM. There were seven rounds, and each |
| of these rounds was based on different themes. The questions were tricky, but at !
the end of the seventh round, we emerged as the runners-up. We received an
Amazon gift voucher worth ¥1000.
It was a wonderful experience. We learned a lot from the quiz and from the friends
| we made. We thoroughly enjoyed the day and will cherish those memories for life. |

Shravani. A
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A Day At The Bannergatta National Park

DFL’s annual event, ‘Joy of Sharing,

was held on 3rd August 2024 and was a

The
event

resounding  success. funds
the

distributed for various good causes.

collected during are

. Our school actively involves students
in charitable activities, and as part of
this
students participated in charity work.

initiative, different teams of
The members of the student council
for the 2024-25 academic year, who
were part of the ‘Literary Fest’ held at
in the

activity to donate the funds collected

DES, could not participate

from the ‘Joy of Sharing’ event. To
make up for this, our school decided to
take us to Bannerghatta National Park.
There were six of us who went to
' Bannerghatta National Park, escorted
by our principal, Dr. Sujatha Girish. We
departed from the school premises at
| around 9:30 AM in our school van. We
' were very excited about visiting the
zoo.

It was thrilling to know that our school
would be adopting an Indian Leopard.
During the journey, our principal
| explained the various donations made
by the school. She also shared the
! importance and purpose of adopting

_an Indian Leopard.

Our principal suggested that we prepare

a few questions to ask about the zoo, the
and the
themselves. On the way, we had a lot of

adoption process, leopards

fun, and before we knew it, we had
reached our destination.

We first met Mr. Dinesh and Ms. Amala, |

who explained the adoption process. We
shared details about how the ‘Joy of
Sharing’ event is organized and the
goodwill it promotes.

Mr.  Dinesh the

importance of caring for animals, the

elaborated on

significance of zoos, and their impact on !

society. He also highlighted the career
opportunities available for students
interested in working with animals.

Additionally, we learned about a course

offered at Bannerghatta Zoo for children

aged 12-18. This course trains young'

learners about animals, and

once |

trained, they are invited to participate in |

additional educational sessions
volunteers.

After our principal handed over the bank
cheque to the zoo authorities and
completed the formalities for

adoption, we clicked a few pictures with

as |

the |

Mr. Dinesh and Ms. Amala. Ms. Amala ,

then led us to a vehicle for a short tour |

of the zoo.
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Ms. Amala, a highly knowledgeable
individual, answered all our questions
about the animals. We were taken to

Ithe Elephant’s Kitchen, where the in-
| charge explained the diet of
|elephant5. After that, we visited the
Carnivore Section, where we finally
| got to see the leopards. They were
| truly majestic animals. The leopards’
Inames are Aarav, Arnav, and Abhay,
Iand they are 8 to 9 years old. Ms.
| Amala also shared information about
| the leopards’ diet.

Along the way, we encountered many
| other animals, including:
| 1.Himalayan Black Bear
| 2.Tigers
I 3.Lion-Tailed Macaques
| 4.Langurs
| 5.Zebras
I 6.Emus
| 7.Giraffes
| 8.Hippos
I 9.Hog Deer
I 10.Spotted Deer
| 11.Barking Deer
| 12.Lions

13.Pheasants
| 14.Spectacled Caimans

% Shravani. A \ I
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We also learned many fascinating facts
about the animals. Here are a few

highlights:
e Hippos mark their territory by
defecating.

e Tigers mark their territory by spraying
urine.

e Lion-Tailed Macaques have pouches,
like other macaques, where they
store food.

e Elephants at Bannerghatta Zoo eat
150-300 kg of grass, sweet Pongal for
snacks, sugarcane, and Ragi Mudde
for breakfast.

I am incredibly happy to have learned so
much from Ms. Amala and Mr. Dinesh. My
friends and | will cherish these memories

for years to come.

9B
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The Trip To Hampi

As we embarked on our last journey of school life, | felt both sad and happy to |

. share our Class 10 experience of our final school trip to the beautiful and historic
city of Hampi in Karnataka. This trip holds a special place in my heart. It allowed
us to cherish the bonds of friendship we’ve built over the years. Let me share this
- wonderful journey with you all.

' We went on this trip on 9" October 2024, and it was a 2-day, 3-night adventure. __'_

We travelled to Hampi by bus, starting at 10 p.m. from our school campus. The

entire bus ride was filled with fun as we sang and danced to popular songs. We |

chatted endlessly, even staying awake until 2 a.m., enjoying every moment.
Due to traffic and weather conditions, it took quite some time to reach our hotel.
However, it was worth the wait as the hotel was magnificent. They served us

delicious meals that satisfied everyone to the fullest. We shared rooms with three |

; of our friends, which made the experience even more enjoyable. We spent the |

nights talking, playing games, and creating memories we’ll cherish forever.
- In Hampi, we explored its architectural marvels and historical treasures. The

place is truly a treasure trove of culture and heritage. Every stone seemed to |

whisper tales of a vibrant past, showcasing the rich legacy of this UNESCO World

Heritage site.
' We visited several iconic landmarks, including:
e The Stone Chariot

Lakshmi Narasimha Swami Temple S. Siddharth

Virupaksha Temple Class10B

Vijaya Vittala Temple
Lotus Mahal
Each location offered a unique glimpse into the grandeur of Hampi’s history and

culture.

Overall, this trip was an unforgettable experience. Lastly, | would like to express |

| my heartfelt gratitude to our respected principal, teachers, and the school

- management for organising such a wonderful trip. This memory will stay with us |

. for the rest of our lives.
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The Heartseeker

In a small village nestled deep within Year after year, Taro ventured into the |
misty hills, there was a story forest—pale, shivering, but determined.
whispered among the elders, told to He followed rivers, climbed over rocks,
children before bed and recited by and wove through dense bushes. But each
mothers as they braided their time, he returned empty-handed, the

| daughters’ hair. The tale was of a promise of good health slipping farther !

flower so rare and elusive it seemed from his reach. His mother begged him to |
too good to be true: the Heartseeker. stop, fearing it would only make him
It was said to bloom only once every weaker. But Taro rebelled. He would find
hundred years, hidden in the densest the Heartseeker, no matter what it took.

parts of the forest. Whoever found : o
One winter, as his illness worsened, Taro

the Heartseeker in full bl ld
& msaliattast L LAY ORI i the end creeping closer. His body was

be blessed with exceptional health, a numb, and his breaths were shallow. He |

life free of sickness and sorrow. ) i

knew he had to try just once more to find
This story was everything to young the flower that could save him. Against his
Taro. Taro was frail and sick, his chest mother's pleas, Taro made his way into the

often tight with wheezing and his forest. Each step was harder than the last. |

| bones aching as if they belonged to The world blurred around him as he |

someone three times his age. His pyshed deeper and deeper until finally, he |
mother would tell him tales of the saw it—a tiny glimmer of silver in the |

| Heartseeker to instill a sense of hope djstance, resting in a bed of thick green |
' in him, wishing to see him live another |ggyes.

1 he’d be strong and whole. And so, he

day. She cared for him, her voice full There it was, hidden in a small clearing

ot HBPE; s i REBVING ol make i bathed in moonlight—the Heartseeker. Its

real. And Taro believed, too. If he . : :
petals were still closed, shy, as if hesitant

souldibiad the fawer, eid by cursd; to reveal the magic it held within. Taro’s .
heart filled with hope. He sat beside the

made it his mission to find the . . _
flower, careful not to disturb it, and

! Heartseeker.

waited for it to bloom, just as he had |
¢ : always dreamed.
/Z[Zy |
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dawn

| As the
IHeartseeker finally began to open,

began to break,
| petal by petal. Its beauty was unlike
| anything he had ever seen. Its
fragrance was sweet and delicate, and
| Taro felt it filling his lungs, easing his
| pain. For the first time, he felt truly
I alive.

| But as the flower bloomed in full,
I something felt different. He felt light—
| too light—as if he were being lifted
| from the ground. His vision began to
Iblur, colors started to fade, and

| objects lost their shape.

| wildflowers, Taro felt peace. He could

In his final moments, lying on a bed of

| see his mother’s face in his mind—her
I warm smile and soft, gentle hands. He
|felt no pain, no sorrow. Only a deep,
| profound sense of love. And as he
| breathed his breath, he
| understood: the Heartseeker had kept

last

| its promise, just not in the way he had
| hoped.

The next day, the villagers found Taro, a

serene expression on his face,

1
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
y |
I
, I
- i |
_ I
I
|
|
|
I
surrounded by blooms of vibrant colors, |
as if the forest itself mourned the loss of [
this young boy. Though his mother |
grieved, she found comfort in the peace |
he had found and the beauty that I

embraced him as he left this world.

The legend of the Heartseeker grew from

that day—not as a flower of miraculous |
health, but as a gentle guide to a place |
beyond pain. And when children asked if :
it was true, mothers would smile through |
their tears, saying, ‘Yes. For those with |
the purest of hearts, it shows the way to

a beautiful peace.’



The Ocean

The Ocean, How vast and abundant it is. It merges with
| the colours of its surroundings. From the colour of the
orange sun when it rises and sets to becoming a blanket
for the shining moon to lit up the night. Its a friend when
it is calm but turns out to be a foe when its angry. The
| ocean’s anger turns it into a monster where it gobbles
| up the land and lives into its bell. When the Ocean rages

up, it is the rain who calms it down as it’s the Ocean’s - Saideep.R. K
biggest companion. And turns the Ocean back to its 9A
tranquility.

A way of finding our past in the ocean:
Underwater Archaeology

| We all have been to the sea-side or beaches and we all know it is a vast world, .

underwater. Many of us have played a game of treasure hunt or a role as a pirate. |

- We are curious about what happened to the ships that sank due to some tragic

circumstances. Underwater archaeologists are those amazing and adventurous

professionals who unravel these mysteries. They go underwater and study about |

| the ships that wrecked and about the villages or cities that submerged. They |

sometimes explore the cities and ships to find something valuable or to get an |

idea about what exactly might have happened for it to sink. However, their job is
| not so easy because they can find a lot of regions which have eroded or buried

. under the sand, making it risky and difficult for them to explore.

One good example of how these archaeologists
helped us find something valuable is when they

found a Roman era ship which sank nearly 2000

Shriyadita V.G.
A 7A

years ago. Underwater Archaeology is one !

‘J_‘ interesting way of exploring the big underwater
! world. "
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A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE IN THE
HISTORY OF DFL!

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

- Winston Churchill

DFL believes in driving change through the power of giving by instilling a
sense of social responsibility among the students.

In this direction, DFL has pioneered a new endeavour, Children for Neonates
Foundation of India (CfNFI) movement as a part of the School Social
Responsibility (SSR) initiative. NFI is an NGO which assists the parents of
prematurely born babies of underprivileged sections of the society. This
NGO has a national presence and is assisting many families pan India by
saving the prematurely born babies and giving hope to their families.

The link given below gives the details regarding NFI.
Link:https://neonatesfoundationofindia-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/priyam_b_neonatesfoundationofindia_or
9g/EdAE40KtD53JEr3t43zx11bcBSB30VCNAghSLQs9raYCeGw?e=RXgS20

As a part of the CfNFI endeavour, the school has conducted multiple
activities. It organized the ‘Art for a Cause’ event to spread awareness about
the movement. A team of student ambassadors and teacher coordinators
visited various schools in the neighbourhood to promote the event, and
spoke about the CfNFI movement initiated by the school.

-
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Students from other schools and their parents came in large numbers and
participated in the event. Mr. Sridhar Komaravalli, a well known cartoonist,
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

The NFI members and the Chief Guest were appreciative of the
management’s efforts to inculcate a sense of social responsibility among the
students. A few parents joined this event as parent volunteers. NFI honoured
the contributions of the student and parent volunteers by badging them

with the NFI badges.
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As the collaboration between DFL and NFI grew stronger, the dream of an
‘anthem for NFI' originated. Under the navigation of Mrs. Hema Jayaram,
the teacher coordinator for CfNFI, and Mr. Siddharth, the music instructor
of ‘Mission Melody, the music club of DFL, a team of students with
exceptional musical talent worked hard and made this dream a reality.

The anthem for NFI was unveiled on 26" January 2025 at a grand ceremony
organized by NFI at Taj Hotel, M.G. Road. It was a proud moment for DFL as
the students scripted glorious moments in the history of DFL, and NFI as
well, by rendering the euphonious anthem. It was highly appreciated by
the eminent guests such as Mr. Subroto Bagchi, present at the ceremony.
The anthem was penned and tuned by Saanvi S Shirali(class 10) and she
was also the lead singer. The background music was composed and
programmed by Dev Chaitanya Reddy (class 9). Veda C Nair and Saanvi
Shirali of class 10 gave instrumental support.

R Aparajitha, Neha Mandagere Kashyap of class 9 and Vishruth N of class 10
were the chorus singers. It was a great accomplishment considering the
age and stage of the students.

AN Ne nctes
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To keep this movement in continuum, DFL has initiated a practice wherein
the students celebrating their birthdays contribute towards the NFI funds.
They receive a ‘book marker' as a token of appreciation by NFl along with a
‘thank you’ card handed over by the school. The DFL staff members
celebrating their birthdays or that of their family members too contribute
towards NFI.

It is overwhelming to see a large number of students and faculty members
coming forward to contribute towards the NFl fund to celebrate other
family occasions as well. To encourage them, another innovative practice of
observing the last Friday of every month as ‘Compassion Day has been
initiated.

On 31.01.2025, which was observed as ‘Compassion Day for the January
month, DFL proudly handed over a DD for Rs. 35,000 contributed by the
staff and students to NFI. Mrs. Hema Jayaram, along with Shravani, Krisha
and Arnav Rakesh (students of class 9), was felicitated by NFI members, Mrs
Suma Jayaram, Senior Lead-Program, NFl, and Mr Vijay, an NFI
representative.

DFL is also collaborating with other eminent organizations like ‘Inner Wheel
Club’ to organize awareness sessions at school during which the student
ambassadors share the endeavours of the school in the presence of the
Inner Wheel Club and NFI members to take the movement forward.

It is a euphoric moment for the school to withess the students getting
involved in such a pro-active manner with an NGO of national presence and
working for a social cause. This is indeed a significant milestone for DFL.

Dr Sujatha Girish
Principal
DFL
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Time flies, and as it does, it brings enriching experiences to our lives.
Reflecting on my journey at DFL, from day one to where | stand today, it
has been an incredible one and some of the most rewarding years of my
career.

When | joined DFL in 2019 as the class teacher of Class 7 and a science
teacher, the school was already on a promising path of growth. Over time,
DFL has earned a remarkable reputation, and we educators, have grown
immensely on both personal and professional fronts.

The training programs organized at the start of each session and
throughout the year have been invaluable. They have significantly
enhanced our skills, enabling us to create a positive environment that
supports the holistic growth of our students.

Our curriculum has numerous unique aspects, with life skills being the
most significant and always given top priority. Our school integrates life
skills teaching and learning through all possible ways like monthly life skills
based worksheets, classroom discussions, chart making and quizzes.
Teaching life skills and influencing how students think and conduct
themselves has been the most rewarding part of my journey at DFL.
Various cultural, academic, social, and sports events provide
opportunities for both students and teachers to interact, showcase their
hidden talents, and enhance their skills. Awareness programs, such as
SHWP, led by each subject teacher, highlight the school's commitment to
the holistic development of students. Training students and participating
in these events and programs helped me fulfill my responsibilities as a
teacher more effectively.

As the in charge of the SciTech Club for two years, | have organized various
science and technology sessions for students with the support of my
fellow teachers. Setting up unique and innovative counters for the 'Joy of
Sharing' events to raise funds has been a significant milestone in my
journey as the SciTech Club in-charge.

Being the Prithvi House Mistress allowed me to be childlike and
competitive. There were moments when | felt like | was participating in the
inter-house competitions myself.

g
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It was a wonderful experience to guide and support
students as they worked together for the success of their
house.

| look forward to spending many more years at DFL and

continuing to contribute to its growth and success.

Jai Hind! Mrs Vandana
Faculty

My mother who has been a teacher for the past 30 years, always says that
‘teaching is one of the best and the most rewarding career’. Being a young
girl then, | never understood why she said this. But now, years later, | am
able to connect with what my mother says and realize that being a teacher
is truly the best and the most rewarding career, as it gives the opportunity
of becoming a part of a person’s life and make an imprint in his/her mind by
imparting the knowledge that will allow him/her achieve greater goals. It is a
two-way process in which both, the teacher and the students, have the
opportunity to learn from each other.

| am extremely grateful and feel privileged to get this teaching opportunity
at DFL where the dedication of the principal and staff is commendable and
the commitment to a child’s development is remarkable.

I’'ve learned so many lessons from being in this community of peer teachers
and experienced educators. At DFL, it feels like everyone is here for a
common cause, with open minds, talking together about how we can help
our students.

Teachers are regularly provided with practical knowledge and tools to
create a positive and lifelong impact on student learning and | am so
fortunate to work here, where | have the opportunity to get this kind of
support.

So far, my experience as a teacher at DFL has been enriching not only
because of my students, but also because of the supportive team. Being at
DFL has also taught me a great deal of discipline and time management,
which are essential in the teaching profession.

Hence, due to this exceptionally beneficial experience, | have learnt many
strategies and methods in such a brief period that have helped me grow as a

teacher and in return benefit my students.
¥ 2 Mrs Farah

Faculty
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The Earth today is in danger,

and we still act like stranger.

There is lot of destruction everywhere.

and only a few are left to conserve here and there.
Fossil fuels are burnt in abundance,

which produce carbon-di-oxide in tons.

This is making the atmosphere to heat,

heat which nobody is able to beat.

Storms, cyclone, floods and earth quakes

are causing so much destruction,

not just to humans,

but also to animals and all the constructions. Mrs Farah

The gases from automobiles, Faculty

in the air it piles.
Warming the Earth and taking away its mirth.
Now it’s time we stop acting like a stranger

and protect our mother Earth, who is in danger.

Taking on the role of a class coordinator
was both exciting and challenging. It
provided me with the opportunity to not
only lead but also to develop key skills such
as good communication, problem-solving,
and teamwork.

Here is a reflection on my experience in this
role and how it shaped me as a teacher and
a leader.
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When | was first selected as the class coordinator, | felt a mix of excitement
and responsibility. | knew that it would be an excellent opportunity to
contribute positively to my school, but | also realized that it would require
me to manage my time effectively and take on a range of tasks. As the main
point of contact between the heads and my co-teachers, | was responsible
for ensuring that information flowed smoothly between both the groups,
whether it was regarding assessments, important announcements, or
deadlines.

One of the most crucial skills | developed during my time as a class
coordinator was effective communication. | quickly learned the importance
of clarity and precision when passing on information. Miscommunication
could lead to confusion or missed deadlines, so | made it a point to ensure
that every message was concise and well understood. This experience also
helped me become more approachable, as my co-teachers often came to me
with their concerns and suggestions. Learning to listen attentively and
transmit the feedback to our heads in a constructive way became one of my
most valuable lessons.

A significant aspect of my role was fostering a sense of unity among the
teachers. This was especially important while planning activities for the
students. | organized short meetings, encouraged participation of the
teachers in group discussions, and helped mediate any disputes that arose
within the team. These activities helped to build a stronger sense of mutual
trust and friendship among the teachers, making us a more cohesive unit.
The role taught me how to motivate others and bring out the best in people,
even when they were stressed or overwhelmed.

Balancing academics, extracurricular activities, and the responsibilities of a
class coordinator required strong organizational skills. | had to ensure that |
was on top of my own work while also balancing personal life. Developing
efficient time management techniques, such as creating to-do lists and
setting reminders, were essential. The experience greatly improved my
ability to juggle between multiple tasks at once, a skill that continues to
benefit me in other areas of my life.

Being a class coordinator wasn’t always smooth sailing. There were times
when | faced resistance from my co-teachers who didn’t agree with certain
decisions or weren’t responsive to the ideas | proposed. | learned the
importance of diplomacy in such situations—acknowledging different
perspectives while still maintaining a clear sense of direction. In some cases,
| had to step back and find compromises that would work for everyone
involved. These moments, while difficult, were also some of the most
rewarding, as they taught me to be flexible.



. Perhaps the most rewarding aspect of my experience as a class coordinator

was the personal growth | experienced. The role pushed me out of my
comfort zone and allowed me to develop leadership qualities that | didn’t
know | had. | became more confident in speaking, more proactive in handling
challenges, and more compassionate toward others.

Overall, my time as a class coordinator has
been a transformative experience. | am
grateful for the opportunity, and | believe
that the skills | have gained will continue to
serve me well in the future.

Mrs Reshma
Faculty

"A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the imagination, and instil a love
of learning." — Brad Henry

While technology has revolutionized education, it cannot replace the
irreplaceable role of teachers. Teachers are not just knowledge-providers:
they are beacons of hope, nurturers of dreams, and guardians of a child's
emotional well-being. The emotional connection between teacher and
student is something technology can never replicate.

Teachers possess an uncanny ability to see beyond a student's grades or
behaviour, sensing when a child is struggling, feeling unseen, or doubting
themselves. Technology may optimize learning, but it lacks the emotional
intelligence to recognize these moments. A teacher, however, can read a
room, provide encouragement, or offer a comforting word, turning a moment
of doubt into one of hope. This human connection is what makes education
truly transformative.

Teachers see potential in their students that others might
miss. They believe in their students when those students
struggle to believe in themselves. In these moments, a
teacher's faith is often the spark that ignites a student's
drive, inspiring them to persevere through challenges. It
is not just about teaching facts—it's about instilling
resilience and hope.
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Moreover, teachers are adaptable professionals, tailoring their approach to
meet the unique needs of each student. They don’t just follow a curriculum;
they mould it to fit each child's learning style and emotional needs. This
personalized, empathetic approach is something technology simply cannot
offer. Teachers create experiences, spark curiosity, and cultivate a love for
learning that is felt, not just learned.

The influence of a teacher stretches far beyond the classroom. They are
mentors who guide students through lives. The life lessons they impart
prepare students to navigate a rapidly changing world.

In conclusion, while technology can
enhance education, it will never replace the
heart and soul that a teacher brings.
Teachers are the changemakers, the hope-
bearers, and the unsung heroes, shaping
the future, one student at a time.

Mrs Dhanashri

Faculty

Engaging Learners through Practical Exploration

In recent years, traditional teaching methods in Mathematics have evolved
to adopt more interactive and student-centred approaches. One of the most
effective of these is ‘Activity-Based Teaching’ (ABT). This method
emphasizes learning through doing, allowing students to engage directly
with mathematical concepts rather than passively absorbing information.
ABT transforms the classroom into a space where students actively explore,
experiment, and apply mathematical ideas, making the subject more
accessible and enjoyable. This approach moves away from rote
memorization and encourages learners to discover mathematical principles
on their own, promoting deeper understanding and long-term retention.

Principles of Activity-Based Teaching in Mathematics

e Learning by Doing: ABT focuses on the principle that students learn best
when they are actively involved in the learning process. For example,
geometric concepts might be taught by having students physically
manipulate shapes or build models, while algebraic ideas can be
explored through interactive graphing software or dynamic activities.

L §



e Concrete to Abstract: One of the main challenges in mathematics
education is bridging the gap between concrete experiences and
abstract thinking. ABT facilitates this by first introducing students to
hands-on activities, like measuring objects or plotting data points, and
gradually guiding them towards the underlying abstract mathematical
principles. This helps students to visualize and comprehend complex
concepts in a more accessible manner.

e Collaboration and Peer Learning: Activity-based learning often involves
group work, where students discuss their thought processes, share
solutions, and learn from one another. Collaborative problem-solving
also builds communication skills and allows students to approach
problems from multiple perspectives.

e Integration of Technology: In modern classrooms, technology plays a
significant role in facilitating ABT. Interactive simulations, educational
apps, and dynamic geometry software enable students to experiment
with mathematical ideas in a virtual environment. Tools like graphing
calculators, spreadsheets, and coding platforms allow learners to
explore patterns, analyze data, and test hypotheses in a hands-on way.

e Student-Centered Learning: In ABT, the teacher serves more as a
facilitator, creating a learning environment where students explore, ask
questions, and develop their own solutions.

Examples of Activity-Based Learning in Mathematics

e Geometry through Paper Folding (Origami): Using paper folding (origami)
as an activity, students can explore geometric properties such as
symmetry, angles, and shapes in a tangible way.

e Data Handling with Real-Life Contexts: Activities that involve collecting,
analyzing, and interpreting data can make statistics and probability more
meaningful. For example, students can gather real-world data (such as
rainfall measurements or class survey results) and use it to create
graphs, calculate averages, or determine probability distributions.




e Mathematical Games and Puzzles: Games like Sudoku, logic puzzles, or
strategy-based board games encourage students to think analytically
and apply mathematical reasoning in a fun and engaging context.
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e Exploring Fractions with Food: A popular activity involves using pizza or
pie models to teach fractions. Students can divide the food into equal
parts to visualize how fractions work.

e Algebra with Tiles: Algebra tiles are a useful tool for visualizing algebraic
equations and expressions. Students can use these tiles to represent
variables and constants, making it easier to understand concepts like
solving for X’ or expanding expressions. Manipulating the tiles helps
students grasp algebraic concepts in a visual and interactive way.

Conclusion: By adopting hands-on activities, students with different
learning styles can be gainfully engaged in the teaching-learning process.
They understand the concepts and develop the necessary skills to do well.
So, they develop a love for the subject rather than fear. Thus, despite the
challenges of time and assessment, ABT is a valuable tool in modern
Mathematics education.

Mrs Harshitha H J
Faculty




Student diversity in the classroom
is a valuable asset that enriches the
learning experience for all. Diversity
encompasses various  aspects,
including  cultural background,
ethnicity, language, socioeconomic
status, ability, and learning style.
Embracing an inclusive classroom
environment can help students feel
valued, respected, and empowered
to succeed.

In  today’s globalized world,
classrooms are becoming
increasingly diverse. This diversity
enriches the learning environment,
providing unique opportunities for
students and teachers alike.
However, it also  presents
challenges that educators must
navigate thoughtfully.

Diverse  classrooms bring a
multitude of perspectives, fostering
creativity and critical thinking.
When students are exposed to
different viewpoints, they develop
empathy and understanding, which
are essential skills in an
interconnected society. Student
diversity in a classroom offers
numerous advantages and
disadvantages. Some advantages
which enriches in learning are
broader perspectives, enhanced
critical thinking, cultural awareness
and empathy, improved social skills,

strengthens teamwork and
collaboration working. While
student diversity offers many

advantages, it can also present

Some

potential
include-communication
cultural misunderstandings, difficulty

disadvantages
barriers,

in  curriculum  design, unequal
participation, stereotyping and bias,
etc.

Student diversity in a classroom plays
a crucial role in shaping the learning
environment and fostering a deeper
understanding of different
perspectives. It encourages
collaboration, empathy, and cultural
competence, all of which are vital
skills in a globalized world.

Moreover, diverse classrooms
challenge teachers to  adopt
differentiated instruction and

inclusive teaching practices, ensuring
all students have equal opportunities
to succeed. Exposure to a variety of
viewpoints enhances critical thinking
and creativity, as students learn from
each other's experiences.

In conclusion, student diversity
enriches the classroom experience by
fostering a more holistic and inclusive
education, preparing students for
success in an interconnected world. It
encourages academic growth and
social-emotional development,
benefiting both individual learners
and the community as a whole.

Mrs. Jayalaskhmi
Faculty

challenges in a classroom setting.
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It all started in the year 2023, the first
class-trip with the children of class 4.
The excitement was at its peak. As a
teacher, along with excitement comes
responsibilities. Our journey began
towards our destination ‘The Model
Village,” also known as ‘Rangoli
Gardens’. | thought that getting
children to sit in a moving bus with
their favourite music being played
would be challenging. Well, that
seemed like a piece of cake, all that we
teachers had to do was be a child with
the children. Nothing can match this
emotion!

Once we entered the premises the
children were completely free from all
their worries and enjoyed every bit of
knowledge they could acquire from
everything they saw. The ‘horse ride’
was the best ride that we experienced
with the little ones. This ride helped
us to explore the entire premises
covered in greenery. This was evident
as we never had to tell the children to
maintain silence. Well, they say nature
is the best teacher. Then there was
the ‘Magic Show’ where we teachers
too were involved as volunteers and
the children still cherish those
moments to this very day. It has been
a year since we visited there. | still
cherish the sweet memories created
with my children.

Year 2024, Pufffl.. | just met this new
set of children, a new batch of class 4
and it was time for another class-trip,
this time to ‘Bhagyalakshmi Farms’.
The journey started with a lot of

__excitement, music and dance.

i

A healthy breakfast at the premises
made the children energetic and
enthusiastic. A huge fish tank filled
with different kinds of fishes
welcomed the children. It did not
end there. There were different
species of birds, breeds of dogs,
tortoise, and the most amazing
talking bird, what more can the little
hearts expect.

My best encounter was with the
iguanas, Oh! They still give me chills,
never had | ever encountered one in
my life. The best part of the visit was
the ‘tractor ride,’ which gave the
children a beautiful view of the farm
and a chance to explore the different
species of saplings and rose gardens.
The cocopeat extract zone gave a
very important lesson to the
children. They were aware of the
natural and organic fertilizers and
this made it all the more interesting
for them. We were given a sapling
each to be planted in a small pot as a
token of gratitude from the farm. The
most memorable thing that the
children experienced was this huge
banyan tree. The way these little
ones played hide and seek, swinging
from the branches of the tree and
moving in and out of those branches
was a vision that we would cherish. It
was a tiring day and yet the energy in
these little ones stayed strong and
multiplied as we headed back to
school. In my opinion, being a
teacher within the four walls is
different from that of being a
teacher in the open field with nature
around. It has a different vibe.



As a teacher at school, we are more focused on
teaching the concept, but as a teacher during trips with
children, our focus is not on just being a teacher, but a
guardian.

My journey does not end here, | look forward for many
more such cherishing moments with every batch of i
children that | meet. The moments spent with children £
will stay with me as a strong memory.

Mrs MonalisaV
Faculty

Exploring Thessaloniki, Greece’s Cultural Gem

Nestled in the Thermaic Gulf, Thessaloniki exudes a timeless charm that
captures the hearts of travellers. As Greece’s second-largest city, it
harmoniously blends its rich history, dynamic culture, and modern vibrancy.
Here’s a journey through this captivating destination.

Day 1: Arrival and First Impressions

When | arrived in Thessaloniki, | was welcomed by the soothing sea breeze
and the sight of the iconic White Tower, a 15th-century monument
symbolising the city’s resilience and rich past. A stroll along the Nea Paralia
waterfront promenade was a perfect introduction, with views of the Aegean
Sea and bustling cafes offering local delicacies.

Day 2: A Dive into History

Thessaloniki’s layers of history are mesmerising. The Rotunda, an ancient
Roman structure that was converted into a Christian church and later a
mosque, is a testament to the city’s multicultural past. Nearby, the Arch of
Galerius serves as a reminder of Roman glory.

Walking through Ano Poli (Upper Town) was like going in a time capsule. This
traditional quarter has cobblestone streets, colourful houses, and
panoramic city views. The Heptapyrgion Fortress at sunset provided an
unforgettable backdrop.

Day 3: The Byzantine Legacy

Known as the “co-reigning city” during the Byzantine Empire, Thessaloniki is
brimming with UNESCO World Heritage Sites. | marvelled at the mosaics in
Hagia Sophia and Agios Demetrios, the latter dedicated to the city’s patron
saint.
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Day 4: Culinary Delights and Local Life
Thessaloniki is a haven for food enthusiasts. At the Modiano Market, | tasted
bougatsa (a custard-filled pastry) and was acquainted with the city’s famous
gyros. Dinner at a traditional taverna introduced me to Mezze platters. The
city’s nightlife is equally vibrant. In Ladadika, a lively district, music spills out
of taverns into the streets. It’s the perfect place to mingle with locals and
enjoy Greek hospitality.

Day 5: Art and Modern Culture

The Museum of Byzantine Culture provided deeper insights into the city’s
artistic heritage, while the State Museum of Contemporary Art showcased
Greece’s modern creativity. Thessaloniki is also known for its thriving music
and film scenes, and catching an open-air concert felt magical.

Final Day: Farewell with a View

Before leaving, | ventured to Mount Olympus
National Park, a short drive from Thessaloniki. This
mythic mountain offered a serene retreat and a
fitting finale to my trip.

Thessaloniki isn’t just a destination; it’s an
experience. Whether you’re a history buff, foodie,
or simply seeking Mediterranean charm, this city
promises memories that linger long after
departure. Ms Neeta Janardan

Faculty
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Dronacharya, as we know, is revered as one of the greatest gurus of all times.
He is given the credit of having trained Arjuna to be the greatest archer.
Ashwatthaama, Guru Dronacharya’s son on the other hand is not respected
by many. His thoughts were not very noble. Although Dronacharya was not
aligned with his son’s thoughts, he was forced to stand by his son throughout
Mahabharatha.

Dronacharya loved his son very much. He wanted to provide him with all
material things like wealth, fame, status etc.

Ashwatthaama grew up to be very jealous of Arjuna when the latter could
master archery at a very young age. He became so intolerant towards Arjuna
that without being rational, he started siding the Kauravas. He too shared the
fruits of all the misdeeds committed by the Kauravas. He was never peaceful
within himself grudging against Pandavas throughout.

Had Dronacharcharya gone wrong in raising his son? Was he wrong in loving
his son and striving to provide all that his son needed? Or did he not have
confidence in his son and felt that he needed his father's support to pull
along?

Dronacharya should have focused on making his son virtuous, stronger and
righteous from within rather than providing him with all luxuries. His true
love would have been proved in his upbringing.

As parents, it is normal for us to feel that our children should not be
deprived of all that we were deprived of. We seldom stop to think where to
draw a line. When our children are able to find everything within their arm’s
reach, they tend to grow up within their narrow spectrum. On the other
hand, the efforts they put in to fend for themselves gives them the
confidence to achieve what they aspire for.

We, as parents, need to only guide our children in the right direction and that
will take them to greater heights. We need to inculcate respect in them
toward the tiniest of things (living and non-living) they see around. We need
to make them feel grateful for all that they have and create an urge in them
to offer and contribute rather than consume. :
We need to let our children know that if we
think only about ourselves, then, there will
be none to think of us but when we think of
all those around us, all those people will be
there to think of us, and we will never be
alone.

Mrs Prathibha V Rao
Vice Principal,
HoD of Social Science & Mathematics
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“Mathematics is, in its own way, the poetry of logical ideas.”

-Albert Einstein
Mathematics is deeply embedded in our daily lives, or rather is the
fundamental aspect which governs every other aspect of this universe,
whether we recognize it or not. From simple tasks like quantifying the things
around us to the more complex algorithms which power our devices,
Mathematics helps us make sense of the world around us. This also means
that it plays a significant role in the development of essential life skills and
provides us with the necessary tools to navigate our daily tasks. Beyond the
four walls of our classroom, Math fosters critical thinking, enhances
problem-solving abilities, and gives us the confidence to face the world
around us.
Diving into our day-to-day activities would help us understand this better.
Throughout the day, we create schedules based on the activities planned in
a day, which require skills of time-management and critical thinking. But we
cannot imagine how we would accomplish this task if we did not know how
time or probabilities work, concepts we know thanks to Math! How about
something we all love? Food of course! When it comes to tasty food,
knowledge of estimation not only helps in deciding the right quantity of
ingredients but also determines the amount of food we need, so that
nothing goes waste. And the list doesn’t end here: we understand financial
literacy, data interpretation, and spatial awareness and we have Math to
thank for this. Hence, these skills, nurtured by Math help us navigate the
challenges faced by us.



Looking into all these examples certainly helps us
understand that Mathematics is not an academic
subject confined to the classroom but is the concept
that governs the universe. Living in a world without
Math is something that can never be imagined. In
conclusion, Mathematics brings in a sense of balance,
in our otherwise not so balanced lives.

Mrs Rajambal
Faculty

| had gone to the ATM a couple of days ago. | inserted my card, mechanically
followed the instructions and drew the cash. | collected the money and
stepped out, only to realize that | had not taken my card back. | rushed in for
my precious card. This set me wondering how | could be so careless or
forgetful!

You too may have experienced something similar. It could be opening the
door and leaving the key in the keyhole or leaving behind the writing pad in
the exam hall on the last day of the assessment.

Why do these things happen? The answer lies in what psychologists call the
Zeigarnik effect. According to the Lithuanian-Soviet psychologist Bluma
Zeigarnik, people remember unfinished or interrupted tasks better than
completed tasks. This is because a task that has already been started
establishes a task-specific tension, which improves cognitive accessibility of
the relevant contents. The tension is relieved upon completion of the task.
So, when we go to the ATM to draw cash, our brain senses that the task is
completed once we draw the money, and the tension is relieved. We forget
to take the card back. Similarly, when the task of opening the door is finished,
the key momentarily loses its utility and after the exam, the writing pad has
no requirement. So, they are easily forgotten.



- How can you use the Zeigarnik effect to your advantage? If you want to

remember something, leave the last bit of it undone. For example, if you are
studying a topic, stop a line or two before the conclusion or it could just be
short of a full stop. Trick your brain into believing that there is something
more to come. In other words, interrupt the task, then see the magic! Your
brain will keep reminding you to get back to finish the task. So, you will not
forget the content. Mission accomplished!

Mrs Veena
Head of the Department of English

Introduction:

The Research and Innovation Club is a vibrant hub for nurturing creativity,
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills among students. It provides a
platform for young minds to explore groundbreaking ideas, conduct
research, and develop innovative solutions to real-world challenges. Through
project-based learning and collaborative initiatives, the club empowers
students to apply interdisciplinary knowledge while fostering teamwork and
resilience.

This report summarizes my experience working with students in the Research
& Innovation Club, highlighting key activities, achievements, challenges, and
the overall impact on students.

Activities and Projects: Throughout the duration of my involvement with the
Research & Innovation Club, several activities and projects were conducted
to foster research skills and innovation. Some of the notable projects and
activities included:

1. Collaborative Research Projects:

*Students were divided into teams to research various topics across diverse
fields like environmental science, robotics, data science, and renewable
energy.

*Each team worked on hypothesis development, data collection,

_~experimentation, and presentation of their findings.
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2. Innovation Challenges:

*In Innovation Challenges, students were tasked with developing solutions
for real- world problems. A couple of examples are given below:

a. ‘Fruit jaw’ or a fruit plucker

b. Posture problems due to excessive use of laptop: Developing a prototype
which will indicate whether the child is sitting in correct posture or not.
*Interschool Competition: Students will work under pressure, utilizing their
knowledge of technology and creativity to develop prototypes or working
models.

3. Guest Lectures:

*Professionals and researchers from diverse fields were invited to share
insights about their work and the latest trends in innovation.

*Students were able to ask questions and network with industry experts,
further enhancing their understanding of real-world research.

Below are some key impacts on the students:

1. Skill Development:

Students improved their critical thinking, analytical skills, and research
methodology techniques. Many students developed skills in writing research
papers, creating presentations, and communicating complex ideas
effectively.

2. Teamwork and Collaboration:

The club encouraged students to work collaboratively, improving their
teamwork and leadership skills. Students participated in Joy Of Sharing and
came up with their new counter, Scary House. Students learned how to
approach problems from multiple perspectives and how to effectively
divide tasks to achieve a common goal.

3. Innovation and Creativity:

Through various hands-on activities and projects, students learned how to
apply creativity in solving real-world problems. Example: Design a smart
desk organizer using proximity sensors to notify students when clutter
accumulates or study materials are moved too far from their workspace.
Many students were able to bring fresh perspectives to traditional research,
and some projects led to promising solutions and prototypes.

g
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4. Confidence Building:
By presenting their research findings to peers, teachers, and experts,
students gained confidence in their ability to communicate complex
ideas.The positive reinforcement from mentors and peers helped boost
students' self-esteem and motivation to pursue further research.

Conclusion: Overall, my experience in the Research & Innovation Club with
students has been highly rewarding. The Research and Innovation Club is
more than just an extracurricular group. The club provided an excellent
platform for students to develop essential research and innovation skills,
while also fostering a sense of curiosity and collaboration. It is a thriving
ecosystem where ideas take shape, creativity flourishes, and students are
empowered to make a difference.

By fostering curiosity, collaboration, and a
passion for innovation, the club equips students
with the skills and mindset needed to tackle the
challenges of the future. It stands as a testament
to the power of young minds to drive progress

and create meaningful solutions for a better /./‘

world. Mrs Parinitha
Faculty

As a new teacher at Daffodils, | stepped on the campus with a whirlwind of
emotions — fear, anxiety, and excitement. The fear of navigating an unfamiliar
environment was quite overwhelming, yet the anticipation of experiencing a
new culture, adapting to a different atmosphere, and building connections
with new colleagues and students filled my mind with excitement. From the
moment | stepped into the campus, | was welcomed into a vibrant community

_-where professionalism and passion for education are evident in every
.~endeavour.
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Though the days | have spent at Daffodils Foundation for Learning are less, it
has offered me rich and rewarding experiences. As a new teacher, | felt
warmly welcomed by the supportive staff and enthusiastic students. What
stands out most is the amazing support from my colleagues. They readily
share advice, collaborate on projects, and make me feel valued. The Principal
and Heads of Departments (HoDs) have been unwavering pillars of support
for me, always encouraging and standing by my side whenever | need their
mentoring or support. It was quite easy for me to adapt to my new
environment and people around me at Daffodils. Our staff trip was a turning
point—it gave me the chance to connect at a deeper level with my everyone.

My classroom experience has been amazing! At first, | struggled a bit to
handle all the mischiefs of my students. Some kids are so full of energy that
they need my attention all the time, while others are super quiet, and it was
tricky to help them open up. But after spending a few months together, we’'ve
started to understand each other better. Slowly, our classroom 7A, is turning
into a little paradise where we all feel happy and connected!

| feel our classroom teaching experience goes beyond textbooks. The
students are curious and eager to learn, which makes every class lively and
engaging. Students are encouraged to think critically, share ideas, and push
their limits.

Every event at the school is a breath of fresh air, bringing with it something
new to learn and cherish. The amiable atmosphere here makes every
experience truly enriching. | believe the regular training sessions and
mentoring provided have significantly enhanced my teaching skills and
boosted my confidence.

| look forward to contributing further to this
dynamic community and continuing to learn
alongside my students and colleagues. Daffodils
Foundation for Learning truly embodies the spirit of
growth and collaboration, making it an exceptional
place for both teaching and learning.

Ms. Judy Joseph
Faculty



As the cradle of civilization, Egypt
boasts of a rich tapestry of ancient
wonders and modern marvels that
offer visitors a unique and
unforgettable experience. From the
iconic pyramids of Giza to the
bustling metropolis of Cairo, Egypt is
a destination that continues to
fascinate and inspire. ot

Our 7 day Egypt tour started with the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria,
famous for the Catacombs of Kom el Shogafa (underground burial chambers)
and the Biblioteca Alexandrina housing over 8 million books and rare scrolls,
commemorating the original Great Library of Alexandria destroyed in the
third century AD.
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- (clockwise) The Biblioteca Alexandrina, Citadel of Qaitbay
4 and marine drive in Alexandria



| could feel a tingling excitement on the next morning while travelling to Giza
to see the pyramids on the outskirts of Cairo. The sense of wonder seeing the
pages of history book come alive cannot be described in words. The towering
silhouettes were testaments to human ingenuity and the indomitable will to
create something that would transcend the boundaries of time and mortality.

8 The Cairo Museum of Antiquities

Like a flaneur in the truest sense, | kept the
last day for a visit to the tremendous
Museum of Antiquities housing exquisite
artifacts unearthed from the tombs of
pharaohs followed by a careless stroll in the
labyrinthine alleys of Cairo’s famous souk
e Khan-el-Khalili bazaar, admiring the vast
array of traditional Egyptian crafts, spices
and jewelry.
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Gliding down the Nile: An unforgettable journey -
from Aswan to Luxor wl PN
The Nile River, lifeblood of Egypt, is inextricably

linked to the country’s identity, existence and -
prosperity. Over the next three days we sailed along =
the legendary river starting from Aswan to Luxor in §7
Upper Egypt—admiring the ancient wonders that line 7

its banks.

The rock-cut temples of Abu Simbel
On the first day our cruise moored up the
A i it - Kom Ombo and Edfu temples dedicated to
Ny ——" 7 " Sobek, the crocodile God and Horus, falcon-
"~ headed God. On the second day, a surreal

J ~ 3.5 hours drive across the Sahara desert
|

puR

- took us to the twin temples at Abu Simbel
™ dedicated to Rameses Il and his wife,
’ * Nefertari. The temple’s entrance was built
e in such a way that sunlight shines directly
onto three of the impressive statues inside
the inner sanctum on two days of the year:
October 22 (birthday of Rameses IlI) and
February 22 (marking the day of his
ascension to the throne of Egypt).

Soaring over the Valley of Kings on a hot air balloon:
A lifetime experience

On the third day of our cruise, we embarked on an
unforgettable journey atop a hot air balloon hovering
over the Nile valley. The lush green fields and villages
below seemed to stretch on forever. The balloon
drifted over the Valley of Kings, the tomb of
Tutankhamun, the temple of Karnak before landing
gently adjacent to a sugarcane plantation.

The enchanting three-day cruise culminated with a d -
visit to the majestic Luxor temple built during the “*#&=
reign of Pharaoh Ramses Il. As | stood on the ¥
precincts of the monument admiring its towering ==
columns and gigantic statues, | was left awe-struck

Y and humbled.
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And yet, as | looked out at the tranquil Nile, bidding adieu to this land of
. timeless beauty and ancient secrets, | knew my journey was far from over, for

as the great traveller |Ibn Battuta once said, “Travelling leaves you speechless,
and then turns you into a storyteller.”

Hot air balloons in Luxor Illuminated Luxor temple at night

Mrs Pramita Bhaduri
[}

Facult .
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At Daffodils Foundation for Learning, our Special Education Department is
dedicated to supporting students in classes 1 to 5 by providing individualized
learning strategies and a nurturing environment. We believe that every child
has unique learning needs and with the right guidance, they can thrive
academically and socially.

Our Approach to Special Education:

Our department focuses on early intervention, skill-based learning and
inclusive teaching practices. The resource room/special class provides
targeted support in oral language development, reading, spelling, written
expression and math, using multisensory teaching.

Activities and Strategies We Use:

e Oral Language Development: Using storytelling, flashcards, and group
discussions to improve vocabulary and sentence structure.

e Reading and Comprehension: Teaching phonics, sight words, and reading
strategies through engaging activities.

e Spelling and Written Expression: Encouraging sentence formation, guided
writing, and spelling practice using word families and visual aids.

e Math Support: Reinforcing number concepts, basic operations, and
problem-solving skills through hands-on activities.

Parental Involvement:

* We believe that parents play a crucial role in a child's learning journey. We
conduct parent workshops to equip families with strategies to support
their children at home, such as structured reading routines, vocabulary-
building games, and sensory-based learning techniques.

Fostering Inclusion in the Classroom:

e Teachers at Daffodils Foundation for Learning receive training to
accommodate students with special needs through differentiated
instruction, modified question papers, flexible seating, peer support
systems, and positive reinforcement strategies. Our aim is to ensure that
every child feels valued, supported, and capable of success.

L ¥
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Looking Ahead:

As we move forward, we continue to enhance our special education programs = .
by integrating assistive technology, expanding resource materials, and
collaborating with specialists to provide the best learning experiences for our
students.

We firmly believe that together, we can build a truly inclusive and
empowering learning environment for all.

Ms. Jayamala
Special Educator (RCI No. B94242)

One fine morning in November 2024, | got a call from Mrs.Ramya Rao of
Daffodils Foundation for Learning in Sanjay Nagar, asking me if | could be the
Chief Guest for the event “ART FOR A CAUSE,” a competition organised by
the school. | immediately agreed as | was honoured to be the Chief Guest for
a competition whose main aim was to educate the kids of different schools
about the issues concerning neonatal care.

After being warmly received at the school entrance, | was taken around the
school and shown different art works created by the young artists of various
schools. | was amazed at the creativity of the kids participating in the
competition. The colouring was very bright indicating the cheerfulness of the
kids. Some of the works were so good that | could not believe that it was the
work of young minds.

After the lighting of the traditional lamp by the Principal Dr.Sujatha Girish,
Smt.Madhuri Chengappa, Secretary and myself, along with others, the
function began with a lovely invocation by young students. Even as the
students were singing, Avani — a student of the school sketched them live
very quickly. It was amazing to see her deft strokes and her eye for detail. |
had the pleasure of giving away the prizes to the children of the various
- competitions held earlier.

L ¥
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There was a very enlightening video presentation by Neonates Foundation of
India about the need for neonatal care and how they were assisting young
mothers lacking financial backup to take care of children born prematurely.
Neonatal care is very expensive and | realised that it is a field where a lot of
scope is still there for NGOs to work upon as ours is a vast country.

The students of Daffodils Foundation for Learning also participated in the
event enthusiastically. | am sure that the school will organise many such
programmes about different issues to bring awareness in the parents and
kids. | truly believe that this school is not only giving good education but also
creating awareness about social issues, thus preparing the students to face
the future. This factor will certainly help the students when they grow up, and
make them responsible citizens.

Mr Sridhar Komaravalli
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Mission Melody, the school band took to a newer dimension under the
guidance of Mr Siddharth V, the music instructor. Let us read about his
experiences in this short report penned by him.

| am writing this end of year report as a means of recap for myself too =

| was originally informed that the class strength would be 12-13 students and
was quite surprised to receive 25 students! However, | have immensely
enjoyed my sessions with them. | believe they have all, in their own unique
ways, picked up on several positive things from my ‘alternative’ and
‘grassroots’ approach to sound; both musically and by way of thinking.

From rhythmic exercises to making instruments like Asalato, learning about
concepts like biomimicry and cymatics, documentation and observation
skills, group performances and exposure to tribal and healing instruments, to
a collective practice of deeply listening, to several live performances as
Mission Melody, to creating a song dedicated to Bengaluru’s changing
environment and even recording a jingle in the studio for NFI - Neonates
Foundation of India, the club has come a full-musical-circle and struck many
a chord.

Siddharth Venkat
Instructor, Music Club
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This year, | had the opportunity to volunteer for an event held at the school.
When | was approached by the school to take part in a seminar organized by
the Neonates Foundation of India, | was unsure what the seminar would be
about. However, attending the session turned out to be an eye-opener. |
learned how this NGO is dedicated to providing extensive care for premature
babies and supporting their upbringing in collaboration with some of the
renowned hospitals across the city.

Subsequently, | was given the chance to volunteer for the ‘Art for a Cause’
program, held on the DFL premises in collaboration with the Neonates
Foundation of India. The program took place on the school campus and saw
participation from children of various schools. It was my first time
volunteering for such an event, and | felt privileged to be part of an initiative
that raised awareness about premature babies and the efforts made by
hospitals and NGOs to support families in need.

As a mother, | can understand the immense stress parents go through during
such challenging times. It is heartwarming to see how our society comes
together—through NGOs, doctors, and schools—to support and uplift one
another.

| sincerely thank the school for being a socially responsible institution and for
instilling the value of social service among parents and students. Thank you
for giving me this opportunity.

Neethi. S
Parent of
Shravani A, 9B
&
TusharA,3 A
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Bonding with our children is natural and happens on its own. We are each
other’s world and accept each other wholeheartedly. We manage a tantrum
with a smile, no matter how exhausted we are, and our children look up to us
no matter where we stand. The initial years are beautiful in all their flaws, with
acceptance and unconditional love. As their little brains start growing, they
start judging and deciding for themselves. We think ours is a fully grown,
perfect brain with all the experiences we have had. Then there are hormones
vs. hormones stages where both of us are in different zones of getting used to
the changes.

Parenting means constant learning, and all of us have our own style of
parenting, which is great in its own way. Sometimes, we need to get to their
level to bring them up. Here are a few things to help us sail smoothly. We all
are in the same boat, but the water current may be different.

OneataTime

Spending time as a family or with extended family is very important for a
child, but spending time with only one parent or with only one child at a time
is equally important. The child needs its own undivided time with a parent or
parents. The talks with a mother can be different from those with a father,
and they open up as per their comfort level, which may not be possible with
siblings around. Going on a short holiday or long drives with the child helps in
bonding, as there is more time to open up.

Walk Together Often

Having a special dinner with your child, going out shopping or to concerts,
playing, or just sitting in the park makes the child feel like we enjoy their
company. A simple gesture like holding their hand while going on walks says a
lot without words. Regular physical touch is very important; no matter how
hurt they are or we are, just one hug will help it heal.

Listening

A stressed or angry child is not in a position to understand anything or even
listen, and us telling them anything will only make them more furious. So, it is
better to just listen to them and react in a subtle way at that point. Give them
and ourselves time to process and talk to them when they are ready to listen.
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Decision Making

Considering their view, involving them in decision-making, giving them "
responsibilities, and including them in every small and big decision makes
them feel trusted and included, so they in return treat us the same way.

Trying Something New

It is good to once in a while try something new together because the
excitement and enthusiasm will be at the same level for both. Even something
as simple as trying a new or unexplored road or place, watching a kids’ show
with them, or playing a new sport or doing an experiment or art. Doing some
activity together routinely and regularly helps in maintaining the bond, even if
there are any issues.

Feedback

It is good to find out indirectly about how we are doing as parents, or what
kind of parenting or parents our kids expect or wish for. Times are changing,
and we too need to upgrade constantly. We sometimes think about how things
would be different if our parents were different in their ways of parenting, so
it becomes easy when we become the parents our children need. It doesn't
mean we change completely; a slight change in attitude or thinking will make a
lot of difference.

Mutual Respect

Every human being needs to be respected, even our children do, no matter
how old they are. Something they share might look silly to us, but for them, it
is huge, and we should respect that and give their silliest talk a big ear. When
they feel respected, they too will show the same behaviour with us. Just
because they are younger doesn't mean their world is small. Talking to them
respectfully, asking their consent if needed, respecting their privacy, their
needs, their work, and their time is important.

Apologizing

It is difficult for adults to say sorry to someone younger than them, especially
us parents. Sometimes, we just try to prove ourselves right, but apologizing is
not bad. In fact, it will teach our children to do the same with someone
younger than them and will also increase their respect for us. But it should be
done mindfully and not as surrendering to them.
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Explaining

Many times, we go on loop telling children
what to do. Their brain is yet to develop,
and we may have to repeat the same thing
every day, and yet they don't get it. Though
they might take time to understand, they
will get it when we explain. Instead of just
saying 'go to bed early' or 'don't eat this,'
we could try explaining why they need to
sleep early, what the circadian rhythm
means, how our body heals and repairs
itself, and what happens when we rest or
eat unhealthy food.

Give and Take

Some children want to be treated as adults,
and some like children. When we treat them
the way they like, they will let us do what
we like with them. There is give and take in a
parent-child relationship as well. They are
under our care; we don't own them.

They are fast and already going through a
lot inside and out. We can add to it or make
it lighter by just being patient. As adults, we
need to take the first step and not wait for
the children, who are not designed to
understand us yet. Accepting them the way
they are will help us deal with them better.
Our children are our shadows, but only the
silhouette is ours. The person inside is
different; we cannot change them to be
what we expect of them. We can only
inspire, encourage, and support them to be
the best version of themselves.

Sheethal Shirali,
Parent of
Saanvi Shirali, 10 A
Samika Shirali,7A
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Since childhood, | have constantly dreamed of aquatic life—shells, corals,
and colorful waters. Water, our source of life, covers 71% of the Earth and
makes up 60% of our bodies. One can survive without food for days, but
surviving without water is far more difficult. | nurtured this dream and passed
it on to my son, Ojas G. We often showed him videos of ocean life, scuba
diving, and snorkeling. We patiently waited for him to grow into the
permissible age and height for scuba diving.

Finally, in May 2023, our long-cherished dream was about to come true. It
was a surprise planned by my husband and son for my birthday. All they
asked me to do was pack clothes for a week and told me nothing more. As
usual, | packed the basics we would need, trusting them completely.

On the 1st of May, we set off in our grey-and-orange Brezza car. We drove
through beautiful cities, enjoying delicious food along the way. They never
revealed where we were heading. After a few breaks, we finally arrived at
Murudeshwar. Initially, | thought it was just another temple trip, combined
with beaches, good food, and sightseeing. However, this time was different.
My husband and son disappeared for a while, leaving me in the car. When
they returned, | noticed a twinkle in my son’s eyes and a big smile on his face.

“Amma, what’s tomorrow?” he asked.
| replied, “Just another birthday of mine.”
He smiled and said, “One item from your dream list will be ticked off.”

| was overwhelmed with emotion when | realized they had booked a scuba
diving session for the next morning.

The next day, we woke up early and visited the Nethrani Scuba Diving office
at 7:30 AM. There, we met a team of experts who would guide us through the
day's adventures. We saw the scuba gear we would be using, which included
life jackets, fins, snorkeling pipes, and the heavy oxygen cylinders. A large
group of families and individuals had gathered, and we took time to settle in
and get to know them.
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Finally, the much-awaited whistle blew, and we were escorted to _the

“Nethrani” yacht. Sitting on the yacht, wearing life jackets, and looking out at

the vast Indian Ocean, | felt like a tiny molecule in comparison. The
shimmering water, reflecting rose-copper hues under the sun's rays, was a
breathtaking sight. After a 45-minute journey, we reached the deep waters
where corals and marine life awaited us.

Before diving, we were taught essential hand signals for underwater
communication and given a light snack, as diving is best done on an empty
stomach. Watching others dive gave me mixed emotions—excitement and
fear. My husband and son jumped in confidently, as if they were in their
natural habitat. Seeing them enjoy the experience made me smile.

When my turn came, | hesitated. My coach encouraged me to jump, but |
backed out, wanting to observe others first. Eventually, | gathered the
courage, jumped into the ocean, and was guided by my coach. However, |
panicked and came back to the surface, feeling sick and scared. After taking a
deep breath and recalling my son’s excitement, | tried again. This time, | kept
my eyes open and was rewarded with the sight of vibrant marine life—schools
of colorful fish, eels, stingrays, and more.




The ocean bed was an overwhelming sight. Seeing and touching the corals
was a dream come true. | felt like a child, marveling at their beauty and
thanking nature for its incredible creations. After taking a few photos and
videos with the GoPro camera, it was time to ascend. The mental snapshots |
took during the dive will stay with me forever.

As we headed back to the yacht, we were lucky to spot a group of dolphins
leaping gracefully in the distance. The journey back was marked by light
snacks, a stunning sunset, and, unfortunately, a bout of seasickness for some,
including me. The rain added a magical touch, making the day feel complete—
a sunrise filled with exuberance and a sunset drenched in serenity.

Back onshore, we freshened up at the scuba office, settled bills, and received
photos and videos of our dive. We thanked the guides for their patience and
care and bid farewell to our fellow adventurers. As night fell, we headed back
to our hotel, exhausted yet exhilarated, ready to call it a day. This trip was a
perfect blend of adventure, family bonding, and nature’s wonders. It fulfilled
a lifelong dream and left us eagerly awaiting more such joyful holidays in the
future.

Madhavi TV
mother of Ojas G, 8B

L

L ¥

1518}

—



i

The narrator reflects on the condition of humanity in 2020 and compares it to
the present. This might end up being the reality if humans don’t mend their
ways. On second thought, this is quite literally already the world we are living
in.

In 2020, there was a global pandemic. Millions of people—homeless, hungry,
unsafe, and unwell—were helped selflessly. Today, in 2053, the world back
then seems like utopia.

As time passed, money became more important to people. The rich and
powerful exploited the meek and accumulated wealth and power. People
forgot their morals. A sense of morality and ethics is the compass given to
man. Since he has lost it, there is no way he can walk the right path. As people
commit morally wrong acts, society gradually gets used to it and normalizes it.
However, the deeds and behavior of man are not the sole reason for this state
of the world. There are other valid reasons too. One major reason is the lack of
trust. With the advancement of technology, people began living in a virtual
world. The bonds with their fellow humans were lost.

There are still good people out there. But when you are living in an inhumane
world like this, you have to adapt and play along in order to survive. The good
people start to believe that their goodness is futile and that others will exploit
it.

To survive, one ends up walking the wrong path.

We have become slaves to our instincts, desires, lusts, and whims. One must
overcome these constrictions and realize that we are all one. The walls
between countries should not block us from helping one another.

Will we ever understand that being a human and being humane are completely
different?

Preksha Mahesh
Alumni
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| stood as the one they all claimed to known

A soul that could blend wherever winds blown.

| laughed and | talked, a star in the crowd,

Yet silence would find me when all was unbowed.

| sought the world, its love and its praise,
Believing I’d mastered life’s intricate maze.
Solutions | thought were mine to bestow,
Yet in starlit silence, | learned and let go.

When | was nothing, forgotten, unseen,

You held me close, though | lived in between.
| thought my journey from nothing to fame
Was mine alone—how blind was that claim!

You lifted me up when none gave a care,

A pathfinder steady, forever you were there.
But my prideful heart, it claimed the throne,
lgnoring the truth: | was never alone.

| blamed you for shadows, took credit for light,
But now | see clearly through the starry night.

The people who came and the ones who walked out,

Were lessons from you, erasing my doubt.

They sought my hand when their world turned gray,

But never asked how | endured each day.
Yet in those moments of quiet despair,
| found you, my God, forever aware.

| chased fleeting love, | clung to the rest,
But learned in your arms, | am truly blessed.
Friendships will falter, and hatred will fade,
But you are eternal, my shelter, my shade.

Thank you, my God, for showing me grace,

For guiding my steps in life’s chaotic race.

| know there’s much more you’ll help me to see,
For in you alone

lies my eternity. ~STAR GAZER (N.K.J)

Naman Kawad
Alumni
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Two decades passed, a life lived loud, g
He met many faces in every crowd.

Talked with passion, spoke his mind,

But warnings came, unkind, unkind.

"Talking too much will bring you down,"
They’d say with a whisper, a frown, a crown.
He shrugged it off, thought he knew best,
Believed his truth, ignored the rest.

Labeled as mad, too lost in his zone,

He never saw life outside his own.

But time shifted, his comfort dissolved,
Exposed to the world, his view evolved.

Dark secrets unveiled, betrayals untold,
Used by the words he once thought bold.
He blamed them first, then one quiet night,
Stargazing alone, he saw the light.

It wasn’t them—it was his own voice,
Over-shared thoughts, too much noise.
He chose now to speak less, not too late,
His smile, his eyes, would communicate.

Now people ask, "Why so silent, so shy?"
He wonders why the world expects cry.
When he spoke, they told him to hush,
Now in silence, they beg him to rush.

“Is the world always this torn, this split?”

He asks aloud, though no answers fit.

He waits in the quiet, his questions unfurled,
Seeking a truth from a bipolar world.

Naman Kawad
Alumni
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| wish there was a world where.....

Societal norms didn't burden one
Conspiring minds didn't ruin it all
Divisions of race, gender, region or religion didn't prevail
Words were unpretentious with nothing to be construed
Your heart ‘is’ like a child's, instead of yearning for it
Hollow admiration didn't lead to conceit
One doesn't vulture on your vulnerability
Criticism doesn't reduce eminence to mediocrity
Your soul didn't grow a sheath to lessen the pain
You didn't struggle to find grace within....
After the cynical hollow that you were offered
But | know here is a world where no matter the burden that weighs
you down.....
You lastly learn....

To embrace hope, love and faith

Ramya
mother Baani Pavan Prasad 3A
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Scuba diving is an activity where people can swim underwater. The acronym
S.C.U.B.A stands for ‘Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus’. You
have to be underwater for a long time by having a tank filled with compressed
air. It was a totally different experience for me as | did not know swimming. |
was scared at the beginning but later it was fun. The first thing that my scuba
instructor told me that if you know swimming you must forget swimming as
there is no need to swim. If you swim you cannot go underwater. | was
confident after listening to his instructions. | did not face any issues in the
water and was able to go deep into the water for almost 8-10 mins. It was a
totally different ball game because being immersed underwater is such a
sensory experience. Everything you can feel, hear and see comes into sharp
focus. Your breathing becomes slow, purposeful and rhythmic. And you're
suddenly aware of how your movements connect with each intake of breath
and the only sound heard is of your own breathing. | really had a great time
seeing so many fishes, corals, sea plants and | felt | am in a different world
altogether while | was down. It takes you away from the hustle and bustle of
everyday life and helps you re-evaluate your physical and mental health.

My Experience of Scuba divin at Malvan §




It almost feels like you're meditating when you go diving. The quietness,
calmness, and tranquillity are overpowering.

By: Swati
Mother of Aradya Pradhan 5A

Under Water World

Our planet earth comprises of land and water bodies called oceans. Oceans
cover 70% of earth and give us shades of blue when viewed from space.
Different parts of Oceans

Life in oceans are mesmerizing and unique from the flora and fauna we find on
land. The ocean waters close to land are called reefs. Reefs are the shallow
parts of the ocean which we find near to beaches. The reef is very important
part of earth ecology. The reefs consist of tiny organisms called coral polyps.
Corals are reef builders whose main objective is to support ocean plants and
coral polyps. Because of the diversity of life found in the habitats created by
corals, reefs are often called the "Rain forests of the sea." Coral reef provide
an ecosystem for fishes, plants and other organisms which help in maintaining
ocean waters clean, provide a tough coastline to protect coastlines from
storms. Similar to plants on land, corals support unique algae which help
absorb carbon dioxide from atmosphere and release oxygen and help
- maintain the level of carbon dioxide in atmosphere. This important feature

helps control the raising global warming situation.
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Deeper part of oceans does not get sufficient sunlight for the plénts to .

survive. Thus, at deeper part of the oceans, there is no or very minimal life. &

Most of the ocean floors are deep and do not have any life.

Explore Ocean Reef

One of the most fascinating and beautiful ecosystem under water is the reef
ecosystem. The vivid colored fishes, beautiful corals, snails, shrimps,
octopus, sharks and many organisms make life at reef a visual orchestra.
There are schools of fishes like fusiliers, bat fish, parrot fish which are
sometimes found in thousands. One of the astonishing organism found in reef
is Octopus. The Octopus has three hearts and research has shown that they
can think and solve small problems. Octopus and cuttlefish have a unique
mechanism of camouflaging (changing color and pattern of their skin to gel
with the surrounding environment). This extraordinary ability allows the
cuttlefish to mirror its visual environment on its own skin. This ability helps
cuttlefish and octopus hunt for food in the ocean.

The reef is like a city and every
organism has a role for itself in this
ecosystem. Some organisms like sea
cucumbers help keep the reef clean
by recycling the waste of others
whereas group of parrotfish help
bite the coral chunks and release a
fine dust of sand which we know as
white sand. Millions of years of
88 deposit of these white sand by
parrot fish wash on the shores which
we know as white sand beaches.
Nemo fish is one good example of how ocean animals help each other. Nemo
fish stays at a special soft coral called sea anemone. Sea anemone has
poisonous tentacles which protect the fishes from other sea animals while the
Nemo fish eats the unwanted algae growth on the sea anemone and keep it
clean. This mutual helping behavior keeps both the animals in their survival on
the reef.

Scuba Diving and exploring the ocean

Ways to explore life below ocean surface. Scuba diving also helps us
understand nature, give us a glimpse of the colorful fishes and other
organisms which reside in the ocean. It also helps us protect & preserve the
oceans by keeping them free of plastics and not allowing harmful chemicals or
_ industrial waste which we dump in oceans.
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Scuba diving allows us to be a step close to the ocean world, understand the l

aquatic animals, their habitat and protect them. It also guides people to \

educate kids about the importance of oceans, corals and fishes and the
impact of over fishing.

| did scuba diving in the Andaman Sea. It was an experience of a lifetime. There
were so many different fishes and aquatic animals. | was able to get firsthand
information from experienced staff on how fishes catch their prey or protect
themselves from bigger fishes. From turtles to corals, the life below oceans is
amazing.

Our Responsibility - Protecting Oceans

Oceans are very important for human life to sustain on earth. Oceans play an
important role in capturing excess of carbon dioxide released by industries
and help protect environment against global warming. Oceans are the main
source for fishing. If oceans are polluted from excessive fishing or from
releasing all the industrial waste into oceans, it will lead to destruction of
habitat in oceans. It will have a catastrophic impact on the climate which will
impact every living organism on land.

| request everyone to be responsible towards ocean protection. Please avoid
using plastic in daily life. The lesser the usage of plastic, lesser the amount of
plastic which will be discarded into oceans. We should stop dumping industrial
waste into ocean. If we dump all the chemical waste into ocean, it will be
consumed by ocean organisms like fishes. During fishing, these fishes will be
caught and will be available in market for human consumption. Consumption
of these chemical infested fishes by humans will result in dangerous health
issues.
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A Report on International Yoga Day

“No work is stressful. It is your inability to manage your body, mind, and
emotions that make it stressful”.

- Sadhguru

International Yoga Day, celebrated annually on June 21st, was established
by the United National General Assembly (UNGA) in 2014, following a
proposal by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This day aims to raise
global awareness about the many benefits of practising yoga, a physical,
mental, and spiritual form of wellness that originated in ancient India.
Daffodils Foundation for Learning has always encouraged good practices
which help in the holistic development of students. On the occasion of
International Yoga Day 2024, Daffodils Foundation of Learning started the
day with a mass pranayama session. This was followed by a series of
demonstrations of different forms of Yoga, by the students.

The school campus was abuzz with positive energy and the sound of deep,
peaceful breaths. While the school yoga instructor Ms. Jayarathna
conducted the session for the senior students, Ms. Bijaya, the PE instructor
and a yoga practitioner, conducted the yoga session for the junior students
of classes1to 5.

The parent community too was invited to join
the celebrations. They all participated
enthusiastically. To conclude, the students, the
teachers and the parents participated in great
excitement, embracing the spirit of unity and
wellness.

Mrs Jayalakshmi
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Independence Day - a Report

‘Freedom in mind, faith in the words, pride in our souls. Let's salute the
nation.’

The celebration of the 78th Independence Day at DESA started with the
arrival of the Chief Guest and the dignitaries who were welcomed with a
ceremonial Guard of Honour. An inaugural song Vande Mataram’ was sung
by the DES students who were brilliantly trained by Ms Pallavi and
Ms Supriya.

The National Flag was hoisted by the Chief Guest Air Vice Marshal Mr Biji
Philip Thomas and, the National Anthem was sung. This was followed by a
well-coordinated march past by the students of DFL led by the Head Girl
Miss Veda Nair and the Head Boy Master Shaarav VG. The house captains,
vice captains, scouts and guides led their teams to march to the beats of
the school band.

As the Chief Guest, Air Vice Marshal Mr Biji Philip Thomas and Guests of
Honour, Ms Mary Thomas and Ms Tanya presided over the event, the
welcome address was delivered by Ms Veda Nair, Head Girl, DFL.

The invocation dance was performed by the students of DFL praising Lord
Ganesha. The performers were trained by Ms Pallavi. This indeed was a
mesmerizing event to witness.




The performances by the students started to blossom with a tapestry of
tradition and patriotism. The nursery students performed a dance which
spoke about patriotism and filled the environment with the true spirit of
independence. They were trained by Ms Hongirana.

A cultural dance form depicting the states and their traditions was
displayed by the students of DFL who were trained by Ms Vidyashree.

The show-stopper was the band students who displayed the percussion
orchestra in rhythm with dedication and perfection and were showered
with a round of applause. They were trained by Mr Govardhan and Mr
Hanumatharaya.

A brief speech on the importance of the occasion was beautifully rendered
by the Head Boy Master Shaarav VG. This was followed by a felicitation of
academic toppers in the class 10 Bboard exams for the academic year 2023-
2024 with P K Bheemaiah endowment awards for the students of DFL and
DES by the Chief Guest.

The Chief Guest AVM Biji Philip Thomas, addressed
the gathering and expressed his gratitude to the
management of DESA for the hospitality and
appreciated the efforts of the students and the
teachers.

Master Anshuman Bhat of DES rendered the vote
of thanks, thus formally concluding the event as
the patriotism and the fervour of the event lingered ~ Mrs Monalisa V
in the minds of the spectators, performers and the Faculty
facilitators.

‘The Joy of Sharing 2024- a Report

Come August, the campus of Daffodils Foundation for Learning is agog and
abuzz with its highly anticipated event, the ‘Joy of Sharing’ to mark the birth
anniversary of its founder (Late) Shri P K Bheemaiah. It is for this fund-raiser
event that the school community comes to together in all its gaiety and gala
to generate funds for various causes. On 03rd August, the school hosted the
‘Joy of Sharing-2024'. It not only showcased its community spirit, but also
demonstrated the shared commitment towards fulfilling many societal
purposes.

The memorable event had something for everyone, from tiger dances and
raffle draws to exciting games, tasty treats, music performances, a karaoke
station, mini-movie screenings, quiz booths, literary stalls, and even a horror
house.
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The student council members were the event masterminds who were ably
supported by the event curators, the teachers, and the student participants
who were the driving force. The event not only brought smiles and fun at
the campus but also lit many faces as it successfully raised significant funds
that directly benefited

many organisations such as, Mathru Educational Trust, Home of Hope, Jana
Seva Samriddhi, Sumangali Sevashrama and Neonates Critical care
Foundation. The school is also utilising a part of the event proceeds to
adopt an Indian leopard at the Bannerghatta National Park.

The sense of togetherness and the shared purpose were palpable, as every
activity, booth, and performance contributed to the overall success of the
fundraiser.

On that ‘August’ day, philanthropy came a full circle with the raised funds
meeting the needs of new-borns under neonatal care to senior citizens
wanting care, reaching out to children with special needs, feeding the
homeless and conserving wildlife.

One event, many minds and several lives touched; The ‘Joy of Sharing 2024’
was indeed an overwhelming ‘School Social Responsibility’ successfully
shouldered.

Mrs Hema Jayaram
Chronicler, DFL
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'My Country My Pride'- a Report

“India, the one land that all men desire to see, and having seen once, by
even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse for all the shows of all the rest
of the globe combined.”
- Mark Twain

India is a magical country, a Pandora’s box; the more we explore, the more
there is to discover. Daffodils Foundation for Learning, organised the event '
My Country My Pride' as a way of encouraging young explorers to set out to
know a little more about India. The competition was held on July 12th in
the respective classrooms. The students participated enthusiastically and
spoke about Indian cuisines, art forms, handicrafts, traditional games,
historical monuments, unsung heroes, eco-friendly airports and tourist
spots, and various other topics. The students through a lot of research work,
presented beautiful power point presentations and flash cards and spoke
confidently to depict the rich cultural heritage, diversity, and achievements
of our nation. The students were judged on various parameters like
vocabulary skills, presentation skills, props, research-work and confidence.

The event 'My Country My Pride'
was not just a competition but a
reaffirmation of our collective
identity and aspirations as a
nation. It aimed to celebrate our
achievements, reflect on our
challenges, and pledge to work
towards a brighter future. It
inspired a renewed sense of
patriotissmm and pride in our
country.

We are thankful to our Principal
Dr. Sujatha Girish and Vice-Principal Mrs.
Prathibha V. Rao for planning and
helping us in conducting such a
productive, informative and an insightful
event which focused on preserving and
celebrating the rich heritage, instilling a
sense of pride in the young minds. Mrs Ratna.S
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Annual Sports Day 2024-25-a Report

“Win or lose, do it fairly”.

To celebrate the spirit of sportsmanship, Daffodils Foundation for Learning
organised the Annual Sports Day 2024-25 on 16th November 2024,
Saturday.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Chinnappa CEO, Daffodils English School Association,
received the guard of honour on his arrival and was escorted by the
Principal, Dr. Sujatha Girish. The event began by invoking the Almighty's
blessings for the smooth conduct of the event. This was followed by the
unfurling of the school flag by the Chief Guest, and then the declaration of
sports meet, open. Next up was the heart of the event, the ‘Torch Run’ by a
few selected students, excelling in sports. .
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The contingents representing the four houses, along with the scouts and
guides and the school band, led by the student council members marched
steadily saluting the Chief Guest. The programme continued with different
displays depicting the importance of games and physical activities in our
life. To begin with, we had a ‘Yoga display, a tribute to Aadiyogi, which was
presented by a few students of class 6 and trained by the yoga instructor,
Mrs. Jayratna Paniker. Then we had the ribbon dance display by students of
classes 2 and 3. The audience enjoyed the fluid movements of colourful
ribbons in tune with the music. The students of classes 4 and 5 presented
aerobics, showcasing lively movements to the rhythmic beats. Next was a
presentation of Kolata, a folk dance of Karnataka, using colourful sticks, by
the students of classes 6 and 7. The displays were organized and
choreographed by the Physical Education Department, supported by the
class teachers.

The highlight of the event was the finals of the ‘Tug of War’ for both boys
and girls, in which Akash house competed with Sagarika house and
emerged as winners.

Trophies and medals for various inter-house sports tournaments and
individual sports events were distributed by the presiding guests. Trophies
for individual sports champions for different categories such as, pre- sub
juniors, sub-juniors, juniors and seniors were also awarded. Games for
teachers and sub staff were greatly enjoyed and appreciated by all.

The Chief Guest Mr. Chinnappa, inspired the participants and the spectators
with his speech about the importance of sportsmanship and this was
followed by an interesting address by Dr Sujatha Girish.

Right from beginning the event on a bright note to concluding it in a
special manner, the MCs of the day, Master Dhanush C, Master Saideep
Kotian , Ms Anagha Bharadwaj and Ms Saachi Bugadikatti, stole the show
with their spontaneity and enthusiasm.

The sports day programme concluded with the
lowering of the school flag by the Head Boy
and handing over of the flag to the principal by
the sports captain, signifying the values of
reliability and loyalty. The ceremony ended
with the National Anthem resonating the pride
and honour in everyone's heart.

Mrs Chayanika Sahu
Faculty
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Children for Neonates Foundation of India Movement
CfNFI-Programme Director-Dr. Sujatha Girish

CfNFI-Programme Head-Mrs. Shwetha Kabra

CfNFI-Teacher Co-ordinator-Mrs. Hema Jayaram

‘Art for a Cause’- Programme Coordinator - Mrs. Asha M. Keserkar

Report on ‘Art for a Cause’ event

Daffodils Foundation for Learning is proud that the school has pioneered
the ‘Children for Neonates Foundation of India’ (CfNFI) Movement as a part
of its School Social Responsibility initiative.

In this regard, the school had taken up the following activities:

e Partial proceeds of annual fund-raising program were donated to
Neonates Foundation of India (NFI).

» Conduct of an interactive session for students by NFI representatives
Mrs. Suma and Mrs. Nandini to create awareness about CfNFI among
the students.

e Organising toys collection drive for CfNFI.

e Introduction of a new and novel practice of the students and staff

donating money to CfNFI on their birthdays.

.




All these activities were taken up by the students and staff of DFL.

As the next step, DFL intended to spread awareness about NFI among its
neighbourhood schools and therefore organised a unique event, ‘Art for a
Cause’ on 9/11/2024. The teachers Mrs. Hema Jayaram, Mrs Asha Kesarkar
and Mrs Saroja Sreenivas, with the student ambassadors, visited many
schools to promote the event and invited them to participate in the event.
This event, which was organised as an experiment, was a grand success
with an overwhelming response from the parents of DFL, as well as schools
in the neighbourhood. NFI joined hands with DFL to make this endeavour a
meaningful one.

The registration of the students commenced from 08:00 a.m.

The event began with a badging ceremony where the NFI members
badged the parent partners, student volunteers & the staff of DFL.

At 9:00 am. Shri C.R. Shridhar, a well-known cartoonist who graced the
event as Chief Guest, gave a kick start to the event by lighting the lamp
after which the students participated in the following activities under
which they unleashed their imagination through art.

Category 1- 4 to 6 years - colour the picture

Category 2 - 7 to 9 years - best out of waste

Category 3 - 10 to 12 years - T-shirt painting (Go Green theme)

Masters of Ceremony, Master. Dev Chaitanya and Ms.Yasha Rawal opened
the event formally in the DFL AV. Room. The event was ceremoniously
inaugurated in a unique way. The following students of DFL rendered the
invocation song:

Miss. Lahari, Miss. Ananya Muppala, Miss. Deekshitha, Mstr. Sai Mohith and
Mstr. Praneeth Krishna.

They were accompanied by Master Chinmaya on the tabla. While the
students sang, Miss Avani Bhat of class 8 drew a sketch of a girl holding a
mike. This was a demonstration of the amazing amalgamation of
performing and visual arts.

Student volunteer, Miss Anagha Bharadwaj welcomed the gathering.
Another student volunteer, Master. Arnav Rakesh introduced the Chief
Guests and the judges for the day.
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NFI members Mrs. Suma and Mrs. Nandini addressed the gathering and
enlightened them about NFI, the purpose and the services rendered by NFI.
They also shared the different ways in which the audience can contribute to
NFI. Student volunteers Miss Krisha and Miss Shravani addressed the
gathering and gave insights about CfNFI movement pioneered by DFL. A
video showcasing the activities taken up by DFL that mirrored the culture
and philosophy of the school was played. Dr. Sujatha Girish, during her
keynote address, appreciated NFI for their purposeful collaboration with
DFL and shared the details of the activities taken up by DFL in support of
CFNFI.

Ms. Tanya Bali, the Chief Patron of NFI, appreciated the collaborative efforts
and stated that the children are the best changemakers and gave a clarion
call for the children to take this movement forward.

Vote of thanks at the AV Room was rendered by Miss. Purvi, a student
volunteer.

The parents were engaged in the colouring activity while the judges
perused through the creative artwork of all the students.

During the felicitation ceremony the Chief Guest thanked the school and
NFI for inviting him and expressed his appreciation for conducting ‘Art for a
Cause’ event to promote the noble cause supported by NFl and DFL.

He drew a caricature next to the one drawn by Miss Avani and presented it
as an interesting story. This not only impressed the students and audience
but also inspired them to admire the art form of sketching.

The winners were felicitated by the Chief Guest with certificates and
trophies. Mrs. Suma, the NFI representative thanked the School
Management and staff of DFL.

The NFI representative and the judges were felicitated by DFL. The judges,
Ms. Pratishtha Bhadula, Ms. Tejaswini Varadachari, Ms. Suhasini Prasad & Ms.
Srinidhi Srikant and the Chief Guest Shri C.R. Shridhar were handed over
tokens of gratitude by the school and NFI.

This wonderful morning which was a harmonious blend of culture, art and
idea sharing, was culminated with the vote of thanks proposed by

Miss Saachi.

Dr Sujatha Girish

Md Principal, DFL
Y
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INSPIRIT - 2

A TALE OF
TECHNOLOGY |
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Inspirit-2024-a Report
From grandma'’s ‘stories around the fire’ to Al served ‘masala chai’, humanity
has come a long way. It was this tale of technological evolution that
unfolded at the Dr B R Ambedkar Bhavana on 31 August.
Daffodils Foundation for Learning, Sanjaynagar, brought out its musical
theatre production, Inspirit 2: A Tale of Technology, in association with
ASDA and Subramaniam Academy of Performing Arts (SaPa). The vibrant
and much anticipated evening took off with Mrs Bindu Subramaniam, CEO,
SaPa, and an acclaimed musician, who was the Chief Guest, lighting the
lamp. The members of the management, governing council, special invitees
and parents were a part of the magnificent event.
The curtain opened to Eric and Lexi, the narrators, discussing a book that
chronicled the entry of the elusive technology into our lives, slowly but
surely encompassing every facet of our existence. Each chapter in the book
came alive on the stage in the form of an enthusiastic and exuberant dance
performance.
Children flying kites and playing lagori on the stage brought smiles of
nostalgia while grandma animatedly narrating stories was a scene to be
savoured. As the pages were turned, the spectators were treated to a
mermaid dance, symbolizing the taking over of real life experiences by
virtual reality depicted by social media and online classes, not to forget the
rise of the ‘I, me, myself syndrome’ or in other words, the obsession with
selfies.
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The penultimate chapter gave a sneak peek into the future when robots
would not only aid humans in everyday chores but when humans would be
controlled by Al. The thespians voiced out the probability of technological
singularity and the existential threat to humankind that looms large in the
minds of myriads today.

The final chapter aptly brought in a spring of optimism with the message:
We will build a future where both can thrive and with harmony we’ll stay
alive.

The tale concluded with hope, hope to embrace change, hope to coexist,
hope that humans will stay humans while Al will remain just that, an
assistant.

The extraordinary choir warrants a special mention as the children rendered
melodies that won the hearts of the audience and made the dancers
literally sway to their tunes.

The curtain came down with the principal, DFL, Dr ‘Hi st
Sujatha Girish, who conceptualised and
spearheaded the entire programme proposing the 4
note of gratitude.

It was undoubtedly a fiesta that would linger on in
the minds and hearts of the audience for quite a
while.

Mrs Veena V
Head of the

yg Department of English
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English Debate - a Report

The finals of the English debate for senior and junior categories were held
on July 12th, 2024, between Akash house and Prithvi house.

English Debate (Senior Category): Master Shashwat Praveen of 10A and Miss
Dhruthi Deepak of 9C represented Aakash House. Prithvi House was
represented by Miss R Prateksha of 10A and Miss Yashita S of 9C.

It was organised in the 4th floor auditorium and the event was moderated
by Mrs Veena. Mrs Rajambal helped with the time keeping.

The event was judged by Mrs Triveni Raghavendra and Mrs Madhavi. The
team from Prithvi house spoke for the resolution 'Youngsters should be
encouraged to choose politics as a profession’. The Team from Aakash
House debated against the resolution. Both the teams expressed their views
in an impressive manner.

English Debate (Junior Category) Master Sanath of 8B and Master Advaith
Kattamuri of 7A were the finalists from Akash House and Miss Yesha Rawal
of 8C and Miss Charitha Madappa of 7B were the finalists from Prithvi
House.

The moderator for the event was Mrs. Hema Jayaram and the debate was
judged by Mrs. Laxmi and Mrs. Divya Prakash. Mrs. Pramita Bhaduri helped
with the time keeping.

The topic was 'Appearance and Health are Correlated’. The Akash House
team presented its views for the topic and Prithvi House spoke against the
topic. Both the teams were remarkable in their debating skills.

Each team in both the events tackled questions from the opponent team
with confidence and conviction.

At the end, the judges shared views and observations. They encouraged and
acknowledged the participants for their hard work

The purpose of this co-curricular activity which was to build confidence and
inculcate the skills of critical thinking and articulation was served.

Senior Category Junior Category
| position - Akash House | | position - Prithvi House
Il position- Prithvi House Il position- Akash House
Best speakers:

Master Shashwat Praveen (Seniors)
Master Sanath and

Ms Charitha Madappa (Juniors) p.s Chayanika Sahu

Faculty and House Mistress




Workshop on Different Learning Styles

‘If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should
teach the way they learn’ - Ilgnacio Estrada

After a formal welcome by Mr Hanumantharaya, faculty, Sanskrit and
Kannada, the session on ‘different learning styles’ that can be implemented
by the teacher transformers in their classrooms was facilitated by Dr
Sujatha Girish, Principal DFL. She introduced the concept ‘Different
Learning Styles’ through an activity where one person played the role of a
teacher while the other, a student. She emphasized on identifying the four
different learning styles of the students through an activity named ‘Know
your Learning Style’. Through this activity she briefed the participants
about ‘VARK’, an acronym of the learning styles which can be outlined as
under:

Visual- diagrams, flowchart, comic strips, puppets, mind-maps, charts,
flashcards, pictures & symbols.

Auditory- loud reading, group discussion, playing a record of summary of
lessons, & lectures.

Read/Write- read & re-read, practice of explanation in writing, use of
glossary, list making activity, comprehensions & compositions.

Kinesthetics- role play, lab visits, hand-on-experience, integrated
performing arts.

An activity was conducted to implement the above learning styles in
different subjects and this was briefly demonstrated by each department
in a beautiful way.

Overall, the session on ‘different learning styles’ was a productive one and a
lot of valuable information was shared by the speaker through different
activities which could be implemented by the teachers to create interest
and cater to the different types of learners in the classroom. A formal vote
of thanks by Mrs Jayashree, culminated the interesting session.

€
e W/ 8 §
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, Teachers have a Day @DFL,

The Teachers' Day celebration at our school was held with much
enthusiasm and warmth on 5th September 2025, marking a special day for
expressing gratitude to the teachers who dedicate themselves to shaping
the future of students. The event was organized by the members of the
Student Council in the Multipurpose Hall.

The event began with a formal welcome note followed by the cultural
show by the student council members. Various student performances
included musical renditions, and dance performances, all dedicated to
expressing their appreciation for teachers. The students' creativity was on
full display, with every performance illustrating the special bond between
students and teachers.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, acknowledging the teachers for
their tireless effort in helping students grow.

This Teachers' Day not only allowed the students to express their gratitude
but also strengthened the bond between the teaching staff and the
student community.

Mrs Ramya Rao
JCCA Coordinator
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Rapidata 2024-25- A Report

"Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the premise of
progress, in every society, in every family.” - Kofi Annan

Rapidata, a quiz competition at DFL, was successfully held at the DESA
auditoriums. The event aimed to encourage learning, critical thinking, and
teamwork among the participants.

A preliminary round was conducted for all the classes on 21st November,
2024. The students were tested in general awareness, logical reasoning and
thinking skills, value education and life skills and current affairs. The toppers
were selected class-wise. The finalists were clubbed to form the teams. 3
teams from 1 & 2, 4 teams from 3 to 5, 4 teams from 6 to 8 and 3 teams from
9 & 10 participated in the finals.

The finals was held on 21st December, 2024, for classes 1 to 8 simultaneously
at various venues and for classes 9 & 10 it was held on 3rd January. The
ambience of the venues for the final event brought in a pleasant experience
for both the participants and the audience. Beautiful ppts with a lot of
creativity were prepared by the class teachers to enhance the excitement in
the students. The quiz was meticulously structured into 5 engaging rounds,
such as:
1.Value Education and Life Skills Round
2.General Awareness Round - Testing foundational knowledge on the
general topics.
3.Current Affairs Round - Testing the updates of the recent, day-to-day
events.
4 Logical and Reasoning Round - Testing the skill of solving logical
questions
5.Audio-Visual Round - Featuring images and audio clippings

An audience question was included after every round.

The enthusiastic class teachers were the quiz masters who ensured that the
quiz was challenging and entertaining at the same time for the participants
as well as the audience. The score keepers and the ppt presenters
contributed to the success of the event.

The tie-breaker rounds were the highlight of the event showcasing the
competitive spirit.

The audience also got a chance to participate in bonus questions, adding to
the lively atmosphere. The students enjoyed the event thoroughly.
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After an intense and closely contested competition, one team each from
classes 1 & 2, 3 to 5, 6 to 8 and 9 &0 emerged as the champions with
impressive scores, put up a stellar performance and earned widespread
applause. The winners were awarded certificates to acknowledge their
efforts and enthusiasm.

The event concluded with a heartfelt address by the quizmaster who
praised the participants for their outstanding efforts and highlighted the
role of such competitions in nurturing curiosity and critical thinking.

DFL not only celebrated the joy of learning
but also provided a platform for intellectual
exchange and team camaraderie. The
organizing team was commended for its
seamless execution of the event, leaving
participants and attendees eagerly looking
forward to the next edition.

Mrs Saroja M
Faculty, Mathematics
HoD, GA/LS/VE Department

Ganitotsava - A Math Fiesta

The co-curricular activity, Ganitotsava was conducted for Class 10 on 5th
December 2024 and for Classes 1 to 9 on 20th December 2024. The entire
campus seemed to be bustling with creativity pertaining to math concepts
at the root level. Colours, shapes and threads adorned the plain white
sheets, converting them to unique art pieces, posters, models and much
more.

This activity was open to all students giving them equal opportunity to
showcase their concept clarity and creativity. The students enthusiastically
participated in the activity and involved themselves thoroughly It was a
treat to the eyes to see the students engrossad.i and giving
their best while doing so.

Mrs Prathibha V Rao
Vice Principal
HoD, Math and Social Science
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Republic Day Celebration

‘A country’s greatness lies in its undying ideals of love and sacrifice that
inspire the mothers of the race.
-Sarojini Naidu
The 76th Republic Day celebration was held with grandeur and patriotic
fervour on the morning of 26th January 2025, commencing promptly at
830 am. The programme showcased the glorious heritage and
developmental strides of India, resonating with this year's theme, Golden
India: Heritage and Development. The event began with the arrival of the
Chief Guest, Master Abhay Uday from DES, and the Guest of Honour,
MsVeda C. Nair from DFL, along with other esteemed dignitaries,
accompanied by the ceremonial march led by the scouts and guides,
creating an atmosphere of pride and dignity. A mesmerizing invocation
dance performed by the Bharatanatyam Club students of DES, trained
under the guidance of Mrs. Sathyavati, initiated the event beautifully. The
welcome address was delivered by Master Saaraamsh, CCA Captain, DFL.
Following this, the Chief Guest and Guest of Honour were introduced with
eloquence and poise by Mrs. Nandita and Mrs. Veena.

The ceremonial unfurling of the National Flag by the Chief Guest and the
Guest of Honour was a proud moment for all attendees. This was followed
by the resounding notes of the National Anthem, filling the air with
patriotism as students, teachers, and guests stood united in spirit. Next was
the march past by the students of DES, a hallmark of the Republic Day
celebrations. A patriotic dance performance by the students of DFL was a
visual treat choreographed under the guidance of Ms.Vidhya of ASDA and
Ms. Neeta Janardan. The programme further recognized excellence in
sports with the announcement of sports scholarship awards. This segment
was presented by the CCA coordinators Mrs.Uma Sriram and Mrs.Ramya.
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One of the highlights of the event was a thought-provoking drama titled
Our Constitution—A Journey of 75 Years, performed by the students of DES.
The Chief Guest, Master Abhay Uday, addressed the gathering with an
inspiring speech that motivated the students to uphold the values of
integrity and dedication. He was felicitated by Dr. Aparna Ramasheshaiah,
Principal, DES, in recognition of his contributions. This was followed by an
address from the Guest of Honour, Ms. Veda C. Nair, who shared words of
encouragement and wisdom. She was honoured by the Principal, DFL, Dr.
Sujatha Girish for her achievements. The MC team carried the event on their
shoulders effortlessly and with elan. The event concluded with a heartfelt
vote of thanks delivered by Ms.Yashika from DES. She expressed gratitude to
the dignitaries, teachers, students, and all those who contributed to making
the celebration a grand success.

The 76th Republic Day celebration was a perfect amalgamation of culture,
patriotism, and inspiration, leaving an indelible mark on all attendees. It was

a day that celebrated India’s past, acknowledged its present, and envisioned
a bright future for the nation.

JAI HIND!

& 4

Ms Judy Joseph
Faculty




Investiture Ceremony

“Leadership is not about titles, positions, or flowcharts. It is about one life

influencing another.”
-John C. Maxwell

Daffodils Foundation for Learning organized the investiture ceremony on
31st January, 2025 with great enthusiasm and zeal in the school premises.
This event marked a significant day in the academic calendar, as it
celebrated the appointment of a new student council, symbolizing the
transfer of leadership and responsibility. The ceremony was graced by the
Principal, DFL, Dr. Sujatha Girish, Vice Principal Mrs. Prathibha Rao. Senior
Academic Coordinator Mrs. Triveni and Liaison Officer Mr. Vijay Kumar.

The programme commenced by invoking the blessings of the Almighty
with a beautiful invocation dance performance by the dance club students,
followed by lighting of the lamp by the esteemed dignitaries and the
welcome speech. The newly appointed student council members were
conferred with badges and sashes by the House Mistresses, CCA
Coordinator, Sports in-charges and the Principal. The Principal also
administered the oath to the new student council marking the beginning
of year of responsibility and leadership. The Vice Principal addressed the
gathering, emphasizing the importance of leadership, teamwork and
accountability. She inspired the students to embody the school’s values
while fulfilling their responsibilities with sincerity and commitment.




The dignitaries congratulated the new council members and advised them
to lead by example and be impartial and honest in discharging their duties.
The function concluded with rendering of the vote of thanks and singing of
the school anthem.

The Investiture Ceremony 2025 was a memorable occasion, fostering the
spirits of leadership and unity among students.

. Mrs Sumalatha
@/’ Faculty



Student Council

and

House in-Charges, 2025-26

Head Boy Head Girl
Master Dev Chaitanya Reddy Miss Krisha Singh
Sports Captain Sports Captain
(Boy) (Girl)
Master Wasim Bhasha, Miss Grishma..S
CCA Captain CCA Captain
(Boy) (Girl)

Master Omswaroop .P

Miss Shravani A

Band Captain - Master Nandan V

AKASH HOUSE
House Incharge Mrs.Monalisa V
: Ms. SaachiP
House Captain Bugadikatti

House Vice Captain

Ms. Hina Poovaiah. M

House Prefect

Master Advaith
Kattamuri
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PRITHVI HOUSE

House Incharge

Mr.Ganesh Ananta Bhat

House Captain

Master Sudhanva Vaidya

House Vice Captain

Master Havish Ponnanna. K.S

House Prefect

Ms. Nidhi.N.S

SAGARIKA HOUSE

House Incharge Mr.Hanumantharaya K D
House Captain Miss R.Aparajitha
House Vice Captain Miss Punya.R

House Prefect Ms. Rishita, Sharma
TEJAS HOUSE
House Incharge Mrs.Meenakshamma,

House Captain

Master Nikhil M

House Vice Captain

Ms. Gia Keshav

House Prefect

Master Raghava Srinath
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DISCIPLINE SQUAD

S1.No. House Student’s Name Position
1 Prithvi Master Arnav Rakesh Captain
2 Sagarika Miss K.Tushitha Ponnanna Captain
3 Sagarika Master Aarav Bhandari Member
4 Tejas Miss Aditi S Bhat Member
5 Tejas Miss Danika Singh Member
6 Sagarika Master Pranav Singh Rathor |Member
7 Tejas Master Sameer R Navali Member
8 Sagarika Miss Bhoomika Bennur Member
9 Sagarika Miss Rachithashree.M.S Member
10 Tejas Master Akshay BN Member
Master Abhinav
11 Akash Chakravarthy Member
12 Prithvi Miss Avani R Bhat Member
13 Prithvi Miss Navya Arvind Member
. Miss Padmini Vadathavoor
14 Sagarika YV iasidirmar Member
15 Prithvi Miss Charitha Madappa..C Member
16 Tejas Miss Manha Nadira, Member
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La Fiesta 2025-An Evening to Remember

On February 8th, Daffodils Foundation for Learning bid a heartfelt farewell
to the graduating class with ‘La Fiesta 2025'. The farewell ceremony, graced
by the presence of proud parents, was a perfect blend of an event filled with
cherished memories and nostalgic reflections. The evening featured a
stylish ramp walk, captivating stage performances, heartfelt speeches and a
memorable candlelight procession that illuminated the evening with
warmth and emotion.

The event commenced with a graceful invocation dance, ‘Sri Vignarajam
Bhaje,’ dedicated to Lord Ganesha, seeking His blessings for the success and
smooth flow of the evening. This was followed by energetic and impressive
performances by the talented students of Class 9. The graduating students,
dressed impeccably in formal attire, radiated elegance and confidence as
they took to the stage, captivating the audience not only with their
presence but also with engaging performances that added vibrance and
excitement to the celebration.

Parents, Mrs. Shruthi T S (mother of Miss Pavishka Madappa) and Mr.
Praveen Sankaran (father of Master Shashwath Praveen and Master
Saathvik Praveen), shared touching memories of their children’s journey at
the school and praised the institution’s dedication to nurturing holistically
developed individuals. The Head Boy, Master Shaarav V G, and the Head Girl,
Miss Veda C Nair, delivered impressive speeches, expressing deep gratitude
as they reflected on their school journey. They warmly acknowledged the
unwavering support of their teachers, the management and the principal,
highlighting the invaluable role all of them played in their growth and
success.

Esteemed guests, Mrs. Madhuri Chengappa, Secretary, DESA, and Dr.
Sujatha Girish, Principal, DFL, addressed the gathering and extended their
best wishes to the graduating batch for their future endeavours.

In an emotional conclusion to the evening, the graduates walked down the
aisle holding candles and singing 'Carry Your Candle.' Their faces reflected a
mix of emotions and dreams. The soft candlelight, along with blessings
from teachers and parents, created a peaceful atmosphere as the students
prepared to leave the familiar corridors of their school. Each flickering flame
symbolized hope, ambition, and the lasting friendships and memories they
would carry with them forever.
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Laughter stays in our hearts, tears remind /"
us of our bond,
and smiles guide us forward. = -
We may say farewell, MIEs cliayagawin
Faculty ——

)
\M but our memories will last forever.'
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Achievers’ Hub-Students

1. The achievers of Indian Talent Olympiad Exam -

Master Shaarav V G (class 10) and Master Navcheth Sadashiv (class 3) won
the state topper awards in Science and mathematics respectively. They
have received a scholarship of Rs. 1000 each.

=

2. Ms. Amrutha M. C (class 3), Ms. Anarghya Baguru (class 4), Master Aarav
V G (class 5) and Master N. Pranav Rohan (class 6) were awarded the
Excellence Medal Award for the outstanding performance in their
respective subjects. They were felicitated with a certificate and a gift
voucher of Rs. 300 each from Sapna book house.

a\®
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3. NPS Jayanagar had organized
'‘Amayam’, an inter school
competition.

Veda C Nair has won the first prize in
the painting competition ‘Flaming
Brushes'.

4. Shri. P.K Bheemaiah Literary Fest- students of DFL participated in the
fest hosted by DES, Bangalore and the outstanding results are as under:

Student’s Name Position

Avyukt S.
Anvi Jadhav
Rishita Sharma

Collage
Making

Advaith Kattamuri :
Declamation

Neeraj Hariharan
Nikhil Hariharan
Charita Madappa

Dialogue
Writing

Samika S. Shirali
Tejal Mahale
Samanve Deepak
Shastry

Pictionary




Shravani A.
Arnav Rakesh
Yesha Rawal

Lyrics on
Stage

Sanatha S
Surya R Boodihal

Saathvik Praveen

Mad Ads

Shashwat Praveen

Grishma S

Dev Chaitanya
Reddy

Second

Shaarav Vijay
Girish
Veda C. Nair

Debate

Shaarav Vijay
Girish

Debate

Best
Speaker







5. Girls' hockey team emerged as the runners-up at the 'Vivum'
interschool hockey tournament held at TISB, Sarjapur, on 13th and
14th August.




6. Siddharth 10B, Shravani 9B
and Sanath 8B, participated in
the Bharat Ki Bhavyata inter-
school quiz competition,
organized by Sindhi School,
Hebbal, on 4th September. |,
Their hard work and teamwork
paid off as they secured an
impressive Second Place.

As a reward for their
achievement, they received a
cash prize Amazon gift voucher
of Rs. 1000.

7. DFL Guides team has won Second Place in the District-level Geetha
Gayana competition organized by the Bharat Scouts and Guides of
Bangalore North District.

a\®
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8. Miss Aparajitha R, a student of class 9 A, has
won a trophy and received a certificate of
appreciation for her outstanding recital of
Kumarasambhava in the inter-school Sanskrit
competition organized by Vidyaniketan Public
School.

9. CBSE Regional Adolescents
Summit were held at DPS North
on the 17th and 18th of October.

Saanvi Shirali won 1st place in
the Poetry Competition. Arnav
Rakesh and Saathvik Praveen
secured 3rd place in the "Plan a
Project" event with their
innovative ideas and teamwork.

Principal, Dr. Sujatha Girish was also honoured with a Certificate of
Honour for leading the school with the maximum participation in this
prestigious event.
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10. Tejal Mahale of class 6 has won 2nd
place in the "Kavana Rachane" (Poetry
Writing) competition at the inter-school
‘Kannada Nudi Sambrama’ an exclusive
event in Kannada language hosted by MS
Ramaiah Vidyanikethan on 26th October.

11. DFL boys' basketball team emerged as the runners-up in the prestigious
James Naismith Inter High School Basketball Tournament organized by
YMCA on 27th November 2024!

Parthasarathi Naik, 9C, was honoured with the Best Basketball Player




12. DFL students made the school proud at the Gitasamstuti Competition held
at Poorna Prajna Education Centre, Sadashivnagar.

Shrivatsa (Class 2A) secured the 2nd Prize in Geetakanthapatha with his
melodious performance.

Aparajitha (Class 9A) received a Consolation Prize for showcasing her
dedication and skill.

13. DFL students Abhinav Chakravarthy, Ojas G, Neeraj Hariharan, Nikhil
Hariharan, Vinod M and Niranjan Sairam , participated in the group event
‘Rhythmania’ in the Nav Utsav Inter-School Competition organized by Navkis
Education Centre, Kogilu, on the 29th and 30th of November, and their

Performance bagged the 3rd Prize.

Shaarav V G, Dev Chaitanya Reddy, and Sudhanva Vaidya won 2nd Prize in
‘Rap for Revolution’ for their impactful and creative rap.

SANJAYNAGAR, BENGALURU - 94
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14. DFL students participated in the Inter-School Skating Competition
organized by Smt. Kamalabai Educational Institution on 25th January 2025.
The following students have won prizes in different categories:

Vihaan from class 5 - 3rd place in Toy- Inline category

Muralidhar K V from class 2 - 3rd place in Tenacity category

Tvisha from class 2 - 3rd place in Tenacity category

Ananya V Rokhade from class 3 - 2nd place in Tenacity category

Manvith Prasad from class 4 - 1st place in Tenacity category

Sarthak Ravatar from class 5 - 1st place in Quad category

15. An Inter-School Skating Competition was organized by Vinayaka Public
School, Yelahanka, in association with Infinity Sports Academy on 15th
February

The proud winners of DFL are:

Tvisha Poojari (Class 2) - 1st place in Tenacity Skating

Vihaan (Class 5) - 1st place in Toy Inline Skating

Sarthak Ravatar (Class 5) - 2nd place in Quad Skating

Sai Uthra (Class 2) - 2nd place in Tenacity Skating

Muralidhar K V (Class 2) - 3rd place in Tenacity Skating

Ananya V (Class 3) - 3rd place in Tenacity Skating

DESA has been honoured with
the Appreciation Award for the
outstanding performance of
our students.
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16. An Inter-School Hockey Tournament was
organized by The |International School
Bangalore (TISB) on 5th February. Harsh
Somanna of class 4B has been awarded the
Most Valuable Player of the Tournament for his
outstanding performance on the field.

Achievers’ Hub-Teachers and School Awards

1. DFL won the ‘Golden School Award’ for achieving wonderful results in
Olympiad examinations 2023-24. Principal Dr. Sujatha Girish was presented
with the The Best Principal Award for her excellent contribution towards
outstanding achievements of DFL students.
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2. Team DFL has been honoured by the Bangalore Sahodaya Schools Complex
Association for achieving 100% results in the Class 10 board examinations
2023-24

This prestigious event also celebrated our brilliant students who achieved
centums in their respective subjects.

The felicitation ceremony was held today at St. Joseph School. DFL faculty
members Ms. Rajambal and Mr. Hanumantharaya accepted the awards.
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3. Mrs. Meenakshi, the HoD of Hindi, Sanskrit and Kannada languages
Department, has been honored with the prestigious Best Teacher Award by
the Karnataka State Government on the occasion of Teachers' Day. The
award was presented on 5th September 2024at Karnataka Public School,

Malleshwaram, recognizing her exceptional dedication, passion, and
contributions to the field of education.
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4. Principal, Dr. Sujatha Girish received the prestigious 'Trailblazer in \v
Academic Leadership Award - 2K24 from Global Principals Association for
her outstanding dedication, exceptional service and commitment in the
educational sector on 24th December 2024.
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5. Principal, Dr. Sujatha Girish, was
awarded the prestigious ‘Principal of
the Year for Overall Student
Development” award on 17th
November 2024.

6. Four teachers from DFL have been felicitated during the Guru Samman
Award Felicitation ceremony held on 25.05.2024 at the capitol hotel,
Vasanth Nagar.

Vice Principal, Mrs. Pratibha V Rao received Champion Educator award
under non language teacher category, CCA coordinator Mrs. Ramya. K. R
received Activity Warrior award under co-scholastic teacher category, Mrs.

Geetha Sivakumar received Operations star under administration staff
category and Mrs. Susheela received Champion Educator under language
teacher’s category.

8} “Teacher apm
makes the worvld of

education go around




7. Dr. Sujatha Girish, Principal, DFL was felicitated with the esteemed Guru
Samman Award 2025, presented by AISPCPA, NMH Global School and
AIMERZ.Ai for remarkable impact made in shaping young minds and
fostering future leaders on 19th January, 2025 at NMH convention hall.

GURU SAMMAN

AWARD 2025
nted by
USPLPA,
NMH Global School
t‘\ \I"'In: l':/ .\a|

I)Jtl':
) 19th January,
i 2025
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/*Musical chronicles entry of

“TECH INTO OUR LIVE
Daffodils Foundation for Learning, Sanjaynagar

om grandma's ‘stories
around the fire' to Al served
‘masala chai’, humanity has

_ come a long way. It was this tale -
F"* of technological evolution that
| unfolded during the musical thea-
tre production, Inspirit 2: A Tale
of Technology on August 31, 2024.
The event, held in association
with ASDA and Subramaniam
Academy of Performing Arts
(SaPa), took off with chief guest,
CEO of SaPa and acclaimed musi-
cian Bindu Subramaniam, light-
ing the lamp. The members of the
management, governing council,
special invitees and parents were

s Dresent at the event.
Q The curtain opened to Eric
- and Lexi, the narrators,
¢ discussing a book that

chronicled the entry of

TR

i

technology into our lives, slowly
but surely encompassing every
facet of our existence. Each chap-
ter in the book came alive on the

stage in the form of an enthusi-
astic and exuberant dance perfor-
mance. Children flying kites and
playing lagori on the stage

g 10

brought smiles of nostalgia while
grandma animatedly narrating
stories was a scene to be savoured.
As the pages were turned, the tak-
ing over of real life experiences
by virtual reality depicted by so-
cial media, online classes, and the
obsession with selfies were
depicted. The penultimate
chapter gave a sneak peek |
into the future when robots
would not only aid humans in
everyday chores but would be
controlled by Al. The final
chapter aptly brought ina ¥
spring of optimism with the
message: We will build a fu-
ture where both can thrive
and with harmony we'll stay
alive. The tale concluded
with hope to embrace change
and coexist.

The extraordinary choir ren-
dered melodies that made the
dancers literally sway to their
tunes.

Principal Sujatha Girish, who
conceptualised the programme,
proposed the note of gratitude,

Veena V, teacher

Razsmg funds in sh red

commitment for s |etal purpose

Daffodils Foundation
for Learning

ome August, the campus is

abuzz with its highly antici-

pated event ‘Joy of Sharing’,

to mark the birth anniver-
sary of its founder P K Bheemaiah.
It is in this fund-raiser event that the
school comes together in all its gai-
ety to generate funds for various
causes, demonstrating a shared com-
mitment towards fulfilling many
societal purposes.

Held on August 3, 2024, Joy of
Sharing 2024 had something for eve-
ryone, from tiger dances and raffle
draws to exciting games, tasty treats,
music performances, a karaoke sta-
tion, mini-movie screenings, quiz

ooths, literary stalls, and even a
horror house. The student council
members were the event master-
minds.

The event not only brought
smiles and fun at the campus
but also lit many faces as

T

it successfully raised significant
funds that directly benefited many
organisations such as Mathru Edu-
cational Trust, Home of Hope, Jana
Seva Samriddhi, Sumangali Sevash-
rama and Neonates Critical Care
Foundation. The school is also utilis-
ing a part of the event proceeds to
adopt an Indian leopard at the Ban-
nerghatta National Park.

The sense of togetherness and
the shared purpose were palpable, as
every activity, booth, and perfor-
mance contributed to the overall suc-
cess of the fundraiser.

One event, many minds and sev-
eral lives touched; The ‘Joy of Shar-
ing 2024" was indeed an overwhelm-
ing ‘School Social Responsibility’.

Hema Jayaram, teacher




"'ll'"llng pattle of
on Indiass h'StOI'V and culture

Sindhi High School,
Hebbal

tural heritage. Learning

culture instills pride, aspecially'
achievements

when we reflect on the

and struggles of the past. What bet-
ter way to promote this understand-
ing than through a fun, competitive
guiz?

The school hosted Bharat Ki
Bhavyata, an interschool quiz com-
petition, Nearly 20 teams from across
the city participated inthis engaging
hattle of minds. The writien pre-
liminary round consisted of 50 ques.

tions and elght teams advanced (o
the final round, The following
rounds were arel trivia about Indla's

diverse reglons, where competition

true vietory was the knowledge
gained by all. Participants, audience,

and quizmasters alike walked away
with a greater understanding of In-

din's rich history and culture, prov-

ing that In the pursult of learning,
OVEryone is a winner
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Musical chronicles tech’s
entry into our daily lives

m grandma's stories
around the fire to Al-
served masala chai, hu-

manity has come a long way.
It was this tale of technologi-
cal evolution that unfolded
during the musical, Inspirit
2: A Tale of Technology, by
Daffodils Foundation for
ES  jaynagar, on

“ The event,
A held in associa-
tion with

Academy of Performing Arts
(SaPa), took off with chief
guest, CEO of SaPa and ac-

Aug 31.
ASDA and Subramaniam
claimed musician Bindu Sub-

TEH-&AWY- Perfonnanoe was about real Iife experience of VR

ramaniam, lighting the lamp.
Members of the manage-
ment, governing council, spe-
cial invitees and parents were
present at the event.

The curtains opened to

narrators Eric and Lexi dis-
cussing a book that chroni-
cled the entry of technology
into our lives, slowly but
surely encompassing every
facet of our existence.

Each chapter in the book
came alive on stage in the
form of an exuberant dance
performance. Children flying
kites and playing lagori on
stage brought smiles of nos-
talgia. As the pages were
turned, the taking over of
real-life experiences by vir-
tual reality — depicted by
social media, online classes
and obsession with selfies —
were vividly depicted.

The penultimate chapter
gave a sneak-peek into the
future when robots would not
only aid humans in everyday
chores but be controlled by
Al. The final chapter aptly
brought in a spring of opti-
mism with the message: We
will build a future where both
can thrive. The story conclud-
ed with the hope to embrace
change and coexist. Principal
Sujatha Girish, who concep-
tualised the programme, pro-
posed the note of gratitude.
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«change through the power

£ 218y instiling a senes

As part of this vision, the

'school has pioneered a new

endeavor, the Children for

Neonates Foundation of In- A »

dia (CfNFI) movement under mature _babies and giving
o their families.

Daffodils Foundation for Learning
celebrated ‘La Fiesta 2025 on February
8, 2025, bidding farewell to its graduating
class in a ceremony that beautifully merged
nostalgia with celebration. The event, at-
tended by proud parents, featured a stylish
ramp walk, captivating stage performances,
heartfelt speeches and a poignant candle-
light procession.

The evening commenced with 'Sri Vignara-
jam Bhaje’, an invocation dance seeking Lord
Ganesha'’s blessings, followed by an ener-
getic performance by class IX students. The
graduating class, elegantly dressed in formal
attire, showcased their talents through vari-
ous performances that enhanced the cele-
bratory atmosphere.

mundn! the guidance of  rali of class X provided in-
CfNF| teacher coordinator strumental support, whils
Hema Jayaram and musicin- . R Aparajitha, Neha Man-
structor Mr‘ o, me of class
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Shruthi T S, mother of Pavishka
Madappa, and Praveen Sankaran, father
of Shashwath Praveen and Saathvik Praveen,
shared touching testimonials about their
children’s journey at DFL. Head boy Shaarav V
G and head girl Veda C Nair delivered heart-
felt speeches. expressing gratitude to their
teachers, management and principal for
their guidance.

Secretary of DESA Madhuri Chengappa, and
principal of DFL Sujatha Girish wished the
graduates’ for their future endeavours. The
evening concluded with an emotional can-
dlelight procession, where graduates walked
down the aisle singing ‘Carry Your Candle'.
The flickering flames symbolised hope, am-
bition and enduring friendships as students
prepared to embark on their
.. next chapter.

‘Laughter stays in our
hearts, tears remind us
of our bond. and smiles
guide us forward.

We may say farewell,
but our memories will
last forever.’




New Student council swornin

Daffodils Foundation for
Learning held its investiture
ceremony recently to ap-
point a new student council,
symbolizing leadership and
responsibility.

The programme began with
an invocation dance perfor-
mance by Dance Club stu-
dent members.

The newly appointed student
council members received

their badges and sashes
from the house mistresses,
CCA coordinator, sports in-
charges, and the principal.
Principal Sujatha Girish ad-
ministered the oath to the
new student council. marking
the beginning of their lead-
ership journey. Vice-principal
Prathibha Rao addressed the
gathering, emphasising the
importance of leadership.
teamwork, and accountabil-
ity. while in-

Students get creative in art
competition for a cause

Daffodils
Foundation for
Learning

“Art has the power to heal,
to comyfort, and to bring
us together "

n a vibrant display of
Icreakivity and compas-

sion, the school hosted an
art competition ‘Art for a
Cause’ on November 9, 2024
as part of the school social
responsibility (SSR) initia-

)

tive to support and foster
awareness about Neonates
Foundation of India(NFI), an
NGO working tirelessly to-
warts saving the lives of pre-
maturely born babies (neo-
nates) in India at the grass-
root level.

Eminent cartoonist Srid-
har Comaravalli, who was the
chief guest, the panel of
Jjudges from different walks
of life, patrons, representa-
tives of NFIand members of
the school management were

present on the occasion.
Brush strokes ran amok and
creative juices flowed as stu-
dents from the school and
neighborhood schools enthu-
siastically painted on T-shirts
and canvases.

Principal Sujatha Girish
held an orientation for par-
ents of the participants on
NFI and the school's partner-
ship with the NGO. Exclusive
Parents’ art corners’ and an
‘Expression Tree' were set up
for parents and teachers to

showcase their artistic skiI]\,‘-'-w'\
and express their opinions.
The event was led solely
by student volunteers of the
Children for NFI or CINF
movement. It is an initiative
of the school to integrate
community service with edu-
cation and instill a sense of
social responsibility among
its students. The school looks
forward to exploring new
ways to support NFI's mis-
sion towards neonatal care,
Pramita Bhaduri, teacher

spiring students to uphold
the school's values with sin-
cerity and commitment.

The dignitaries congratulat-
ed the council members and
advised them to lead by ex-
ample while maintaining im-
partiality and honesty in their
duties.

Senior academic coordina-

tor Triveni, and liaison offi-

cer Vijay Kumar were among
those present.

The ceremony
concluded with
a vote of thanks
and the school
anthem. The
school investi-
ture ceremony
2025 proved to
be a memorable
occasion that
fostered the
spirit of lead-
ership and unity
among students.




Class Photos ~
Scan the QR Code
to view the class photograph
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SCHOOL ANTHEM

We are happy Daffodilians,
Standing proud in honour and truth;
Ready for our future challenges,
Our motto 'Do well all you do'.
We are proud Daffodilians, faithful to the Daffodils School’

< The temple of learning, our second home so loving;
p AP Glory! Glory to you!
eI AP Values and principles we stand for,
SUP On the field and in the class.
1< Winning is the goal we aim for,

United we stand steadfast.

We are proud Daffodilians, faithful to the Daffodils School,

The temple of learning , our second home so loving;
Glory! Glory to you!
Our teachers are excellent examples
Of all things that are good and true;
We follow in our Founder's footsteps,
Daffodils School, we salute you.

We are proud Daffodilians, faithful to the Daffodils School,

d ) _
T The temple of learning, our second home so loving;
] Glory! Glory to you! »<1™®
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