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Joe Creek Condos
Short Term Vacation Rentals

One Studio | w/Kitchenette
Six Condos | 1 - 2 bedrooms, living rooms, full kitchens

www.JoeCreekCondos.com  |  Email: JoeCreekCondos@gmail.com  |  Call or text: Janet @253-377-6293

T H E  B L U E  P E A R L ,  M O C L I P S
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Rent the lower duplex, the upper duplex 
or the entire house! Sleeps up to 10.

VacationGetawaysWA@gmail.com
VacationGetawaysWA.com

JOURNEY REAL ESTATE
  The Journey is as important as the result ...

JANET MILLER DEBELY
      Designated Broker/Owner
JANET
      Designated Broker/Owner

253-377-6293  Fax: 253-251-0711
JanetDebelyRealEstate@gmail.com
56 Central Ave., Paci� c Beach, WA 98571

Excellent Service at an A� ordable Price
Contact us Today!

Full Service 
Residential & Vacant 
Property Sales

Vacation Property 
Management



Featuring the North Beach’s best hot & fresh deli, bakery, 
meat department, produce, beer, wine & spirits 

as well as Lotto & Western union!

Come to 
the beach 
& discover

SEPTEMBER

Expires 9/30/22. All coupons are limit one item per customer 
per day. Limited supply. Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon.

OCTOBER

Folgers
Co� ee
9.6 oz.
With a minimum 
purchase of $40

NOVEMBER

PLU#187

101 E. Chance a La Mer NE • Ocean Shores • 360-289-2448 • Open 6am - 10pm Daily

Coca-Cola
12oz 12 pack
Cans
With a minimum 
purchase of $50

PLU#177

Stone Ridge 
Ice Cream
48 oz.
With a minimum 
purchase of $40

PLU#178PLU#178 PLU#177

IT ’S TIME FOR A BEACH TRIP!

Expires 10/31/22. All coupons are limit one item per customer 
per day. Limited supply. Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon.

Expires 11/30/22. All coupons are limit one item per customer 
per day. Limited supply. Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon.



4                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                  Fall 2022                                                                                   www.Coastal-Currents.com

Volume 4 • Issue 3 • Fall 2022
Published Quarterly: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter

This issue of Coastal Currents is mailed free of 
charge to over 36,817 Grays Harbor homes and 

has a total distribution of 39,000 copies. 

Grays Harbor Coastal Currents is a 
quarterly publication featuring original 
stories from Grays Harbor County and a 

resource guide of local art, music, 
theater, food and festivals.

PUBLISHER
Stan Woody

EDITOR
Gail Greenwood Ayres

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Amy Ostwald

CONTRIBUTORS

Gail Greenwood Ayres • gailbird@olynet.com

Scott Johnston • ritual813@yahoo.com

Katie McGregor • kjmcgregor@comcast.net 

Stephanie Morton • morton.ink@gmail.com 

Rick Moyer • moyer777@comcast.net 

Christine Vincent • st.hildegardsscriptorium@gmail.com 

Juliana Wallace • jbdajkwallace@gmail.com
  

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Amy Ostwald, Ostwald Graphic Design 

ostwald@olynet.com or ccads19@gmail.com

WEB & SOCIAL MEDIA
Paul Woody • socialmedia@coastal-currents.com

ADVERTISING 
Stan Woody • stan@coastal-currents.com (360) 660-2352

Cindy Stearns • 360accent@gmail.com

PRINTING  JG Commercial Printers, Inc
DISTRIBUTION  USPS 

P. O. Box 261, Grayland, WA 98547
www.coastal-currents.com  

info@coastal-currents.com  (360) 660-2352

                                                                                                                                  

Libraries are for all. They are a place to meet, learn, rest, discover and more. Check out your nearest Grays Harbor 
library! Above, Patience Young reads in the Hoquiam Timberland Library. See the story on page 6.
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On the Cover: Cranberries harvested from a Grayland bog in Grays Harbor County. 
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PI Z ZA 
FACTORY ®

O C E A N  S H O R E S

12-taps of self-pour drinks

Selection of domestic & PNW microbrews

Wines & ciders

Domestic/imported bottled beer

Gluten-free options available

21+ pub area to watch sports or relax

Private room perfect for parties or meetings

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

PIZZA FACTORY OCEAN SHORES
131 E CHANCE A LA MER NE
OCEAN SHORES, WA 98569

360.940.9007

SAY HI ON FACEBOOK!
FACEBOOK.COM/PIZZAFACTORYOCEANSHORES

LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

Enjoy the only PourMyBeer 
wall in Grays Harbor!

Pizzas, Calzones, Pasta

Deli Sandwiches, Chicken Wings

All you can eat lunch buffet for only $8.99

Full Salad Bar

Featuring Pepsi Products

•

•

•

•

•

Come visit and enjoy:

EAT-IN   /   TO-GO   /   DELIVERY!
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STORY BY GAIL GREENWOOD AYRES
PHOTOS BY RICK MOYER

             mother and several children 
               chatter as they carefully create 
crafts in the teen section of the W. H. 
Abel Memorial Library in Montesano. 
At the Aberdeen Timberland Library, a 
middle-aged man watches a Spanish 
action movie on a computer while, 
not far away, a young woman studies 
for a college exam. Meanwhile, at the 
Hoquiam Timberland Library, a young 
girl prudently picks the perfect book 
and settles onto the cushions of the 
colorful “Reading Fort.”  

Similar vignettes unfold quietly – and 
not so quietly -- in nooks and crannies 
of eight Timberland Regional Library 
branches situated throughout Grays 
Harbor County.  Such a staple of the 
Harbor’s cities for so many years, these 
institutions are sometimes overlooked 
for the great resources and sense of 
community they offer. 

“The library is a meeting place, a place 
of learning and a place to connect 
with other community members. It is 
a cornerstone of the community,” said 
Susan Leite, the library manager at 
Amanda Park.

“Libraries are more than books,” agreed 

Karen Kienenberger, the manager of 
the McCleary branch. “They are more 
people centered and activity centered. 
And, people who haven’t been for a 
while are certainly not going to find it as 
quiet as libraries once were.”

Are you due for a visit to a 
Grays Harbor library? 
The prose outweigh the cons!

Zoe Quinton listens intently as her mom, Cayla Quinton, reads a book to her at the Aberdeen Timberland Library.

G R A Y S  H A R B O R
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In fact, if you haven’t been to a library 
for a while, you might be surprised at 
what you will and won’t find. At the 
Timberland Regional Libraries, not only 
are the card catalogs and “shushing” 
librarians a thing of the past, so now are 
late fees! 

Yep, beginning in January 2020, the 
library system decided to forgo issuing 

fines for books returned after their due 
dates, now only charging people if they 
actually lose or damage a book. 

What you will find, library employees 
agreed, is free scanning and faxing, free 
use of computers, as well as up to $44 
a month of free printing for library card 
holders! Free wifi is not only available 
in the libraries, it is also available before 
and after library hours – from 6 a.m. 
to midnight – to also allow people to 
use it from nearby parking lots. Online 
content includes the Kanopy streaming 
services and thousands of e-books and 
e-audio books, newspapers, magazines 
and much, much more. 

“The digital divide is very real, especially 
in communities like ours,” said Sarah 
Livingston, the manager of the Hoquiam 
Timberland Library. “Not everyone has 
a cell phone or a computer or good wifi 
connections, so people come to use 
what we have available.” 

Not everyone even has a suitable quiet 
place to attend a Zoom meeting, have 
an online doctor’s appointment, take 
a college test or talk to a lawyer. With 
good wifi, and the use of a computer 
and quiet space, libraries can help 
bridge that divide, Livingston said.

You will also discover the checkout 
process is faster due to radio-frequency 
identification tags that library workers 
painstakingly attached to every item 
when the libraries were closed to the 
public at the beginning of the Covid-19 
epidemic. Now when checking out, a 
patron doesn’t even need to scan the 
bar codes, the machine instantaneously 

Left: Hoquiam Timberland Library. Below: A mural by 
artist Erik Sandgren is displayed at the Montesano 
library.

Below: Second floor view of the Aberdeen library.

Patience Young enjoys a book at the 
Hoquiam library. Above: A stained 
glass window adorns the Elma 
library. Right: Sarah Livingston, 
manager of the Hoquiam library.

“The library is a 
meeting place, a place 
of learning and a place 
to connect with other 
community members. 
It is a cornerstone of 
the community.” 
– Susan Leite

Caelin Quinton is engrossed in a book at the Aberdeen library.

(continued on page 8)
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300 W. Emerson Avenue • Hoquiam • 360-537-9840

              Voted 
Best Burger

Expiration 11/30/22. Limit 1 per coupon. 1 coupon 
per visit per customer. Coastal Currents Coupon

H A L F  O F F

Get Any Burger Basket
of Equal or Lesser Value

Buy 1 Burger Basket

300 W. Emerson Avenue • Hoquiam • 360-537-9840

• Burgers • Chicken
• Seafood • Sandwiches
• Salad • Fries
• Ice Cream

H A N D C R A F T E D  B U R G E R

300 W. Emerson Avenue • Hoquiam • 360-537-9840

              Voted 
Best Burger

• Seafood • Sandwiches

reads the information for each item 
in a stack.

In addition, you will find librarians and 
other employees eager to help answer 
questions and locate what you are 
looking for, as well as a place that is 
welcoming to everyone, even for those 
who just need to use a public restroom, 
sit and rest, or get out of the heat, rain 
or cold.

“A lot of people have misconceptions 
about libraries and who they are for. 
They are for everybody,” Hoquiam’s 
Livingston said.  

The eight Timberland Regional Library 
branches in Grays Harbor – in Aberdeen, 

Hoquiam, Montesano, Elma, McCleary, 
Oakville, Amanda Park and Westport – 
are just a portion of a five-county library 
system that also includes Pacific, Mason, 
Lewis and Thurston counties in Southwest 
Washington, spanning 7,000 square miles. 
(Ocean Shores also has a library, but it is 
not part of the TRL system.)

But it’s not just access to all those 29 
branches of the Timberland Regional 
Library System, that a patron has access 
to! The TRL system also has reciprocal 
borrowing agreements with 13 other 
library systems in Washington including 
the King County Library System, the 
Seattle Public Library and the North 
Central Regional Library. That means 
you have a good 
shot to find that 
best-seller, obscure 
biography, unusual 
magazine, local 
history book or 
popular children’s 
movie! 

In addition to accessing the breadth 
and depth of all the books in all those 
libraries, patrons also have access to 
various collections of things housed at 
different branches. 

For instance, two pairs of binoculars, 
birding books and maps are included 
in the Birding backpacks that can be 

Shari Brophy, Elma library assistant.

The ‘Reading Fort’ in the Hoquiam library is a 
comfortable and fun place to dig into a book.

 Libraries (continued)

“Everybody is 
surprised whenever 
they find out what’s 
going on at the 
library.” 
– Chris Springer
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checked out for three weeks, just like 
a book. Similar items include “Check 
out Washington,” “Explore your Forest!” 
and the “Environmental Education” 
backpacks. 

Outside of Grays Harbor, musical 
instruments, including a keyboard, 
guitar, violin, bongo and ukulele 
and more, can be checked out of the 
Tumwater Timberland Library, while 
fishing rods and tackle boxes, along 
with a Washington Discover Pass, are 
available nearby at the Lacey and 
Tumwater branches. 

Within Grays Harbor, go to the Aberdeen 
library to check out large framed prints or 
paintings to hang on your wall for three 
weeks.  In Hoquiam, the library houses 
a collection of assistive devices to help 
with mobility, communication, vision or 
hearing issues. These include technology 
aids, such as specialized computer 
keyboards, hearing devices or glasses 
that help people with light sensitivity. 
The idea is that patrons can take the 
items home to see if they are helpful 

before deciding to make 
the investment themselves, 
manager Livingston explained.

And in Montesano, library 
manager Chris Springer is 
beginning to gather kitchen 

tools for people to check out in a 
community that he has discovered 
includes many cooks and bakers. 
(He can tell by the popularity of the 
cookbook section!) 

Another treasure that Springer has at 
his branch is a 3-D printer available to 
use for free to patrons.

“We’ve had people make everything 
from a fly wheel for a fishing rod and 
needed parts to fix something to a 
lot of different toys,” Springer said. 
Patrons just go online to get the digital 
blueprint created using computer-aided 
design software and then bring it into 
the library.

Springer also hosts the Montesano 
Canine Reading Buddies, who come, 
with their owners, to listen when 
children practice their skills by reading 
aloud to them.  

“Everybody is surprised whenever they 
find out what’s going on at the library,” 
said Springer. “Every community is a 
little different. The managers are given 

The library branches 
addresses and hours: 

Aberdeen Timberland Library
121 E. Market St., (360) 533-2360
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
Closed Sunday.

Amanda Park Timberland Library
6118 U.S. Hwy. 101, (360) 288-2725
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues., Weds. 
Thurs. and Sat.
Closed Monday, Friday and Sunday

Elma Timberland Library
119 North 1st St., (360) 482-3737
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues. and Weds.;
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thurs- Sat.
Closed Sunday and Monday.

Hoquiam Timberland Library 
420 7th St., (360) 532-1710
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues. – Sat.
Closed on Sunday and Monday.

McCleary Timberland Library
121 South 4th St., (360) 495-3368
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues. and Weds.,
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs.;
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat.
Closed Monday, Friday and Sunday.

Montesano Timberland Library
125 Main St. S., (360) 249-4211
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues., Weds., Thurs.; 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri. and Sat.
Closed Sunday and Monday.

Oakville Timberland Library
204 Main St., (360) 273-5305
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues.,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weds., Fri. and Sat.
Closed Sunday, Monday and Thursday 

Westport Timberland Library
101 E. Harms Drive, (360) 268-0521
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues. – Sat.
Closed Sunday and Monday

While not a part of the Timberland 
Regional Library System, the Ocean Shores 
Library, also offers great resources and 
serves as a community hub. Established 
in 1972, the library moved into its current 
4,200-square-foot building in 1993.

Ocean Shores Library
573 Pt. Brown Ave. N.W., 
(360) 289-3919
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues. – Sat.,
noon to 4 p.m. Sun., Closed Monday

Corby Varness and her dog, Luna, listen while children 
practice their reading at the Montesano library.

A patron reads in the Montesano library.

(continued on page 11)



100 E. Heron St. Aberdeen
Corner of Broadway and Heron Streets

Monday - Thursday 10AM to 9PM
Friday - Sunday 10AM to 10PM . Tuesday Closed
Phone Orders Welcome 360-637-9715

Also serving liquor, wine & beer at your table 
or at the bar (must be 21 to occupy the bar)

Banh hoi - Bowl Rice Vermicelli Sheets, Grilled Pork 
(Nem Nuong) & Meatballs with fresh vegetables and � sh sauce

Read our reviews from Yelp!
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
So excited to have this new Pho place close 
to home! The inside is bright and clean! Sta�  
are friendly and attentive! My husband and I 
both had the Steak Pho, it was delicious! All 
the usual toppings which were fresh! I tried the 
Vietnamese Iced Co� ee which was fantastic! 
We’ll be stopping in here often! – Shana C.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
This place just hits the spot when you 
want pho. I’ve only had the chicken pho and 
the fresh spring rolls but when I’m craving 
either I come to this place to satisfy my desire. 
Everyone here is super friendly, the place is 
always clean and the food comes quickly. This 
was an excellent addition to the downtown 
Aberdeen area. – Tracey R.

GO GET THE PHO!
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
With the opening of “Go Get The Pho,”
there is � nally a legitimate Vietnamese 
dining option on the Harbor! And while 
Pho is the namesake of this restaurant, I 
was most excited to get my hands on their 
bánh mì...the original French-Vietnamese 
fusion street food. The French introduced 
the baguette and pâté to Vietnam, but the 
addition of fresh and pickled vegetables as 
well as Vietnamese style meats, all stu� ed 
inside the airy baguette with a light crispy 
crust, created a unique sandwich that has 
become one of my favorites over the years. 
The food, speed of service and friendliness of 
the sta�  were all on-point. ... So, if you’re on 
your way home from the beach or rain forest 
and craving something delicious to break-up 
that drive home, be sure to do yourself a 
bánh mì � avor favor and stop in! – Chuck M.

Banh hoi - Platter Rice Vermicelli Sheets, Grilled Pork 
(Nem Nuong) & Meatballs with fresh vegetables and � sh sauce

Fried Noodles • choice of Shrimp, Pork, 
Chicken, or Beef Covered with fresh bean sprouts and green onions

Chicken Teriyaki Quality Chicken in sweet teriyaki sauce 
with steamed rice and fresh veggie salad

Spicy Noodle Bowl with Beef & Pork and fresh vegetables Vietnamese Sandwich Choice of meats and/or egg 
with always fresh vegetables on fresh Banh Mi Baguette type bread

Here’s just a few of the many great dishes you’ll � nd

Phone Orders 
Welcome
360-637-9715



By appointment only, for a personal 
shopping experience 360.861.4667
617 E. Young St. • Elma, WA • www.northwestswimspas.com

Family owned & operated with 
over 30 years of experience in 
the pool & spa industry

Over 200 hot tubs and swim spas in stock and ready for delivery

some latitude to develop the collections 
and programs to fit the needs of their 
community. It also makes it a lot of fun,” 
he said.

In Westport, library manager Jennifer 
Finlayson becomes particularly 
animated when talking about the 
Veterans Connection Café, a program 
that reaches out to the many veterans 
in the Westport area. Through several 
partnerships, Gwyn Tarrence, the head 
of the American Legion in Aberdeen, 
meets with veterans and their family 
members on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. 

“She helps them access services, 
whether they are applying for VA 
benefits or local things, like at Coastal 
Community Action Program,” Finlayson 
said. “We have a ton of vets out here and 
I saw this as a way of improving lives in 
our local community.”

Meanwhile, the McCleary branch 
successfully piloted a program called 
“Expanded Access Hours” and is still 
offering it. Patrons over 18 years old 
who register and agree to abide by 
the rules are given a special card or 
key fob to access the library during 
unstaffed hours or days from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. During these hours, they can 
make copies, use computers, peruse 
the bookshelves, check out books, work 
quietly or just sit and read. A parent 
who has registered can even take their 
children into the library when it’s closed 
to the public to let them play with the 
library’s toys or read books.

“Families come in sometimes to use 
the Lego table or play with a gaming 
station.” Finlayson said. “Homeschoolers 
also like to come in and use it, and 
several nonprofit organizations come 
in and use that time to make copies. 
And, then there are just people who work 
during our open days and college students 
who want a place to study quietly.” 

Each of the Grays Harbor Timberland 
Regional Libraries is closed on Sunday, 
and all but the Aberdeen branch are 
also closed on Mondays. The hours and 
other days off vary from branch to branch. 

The size, shape and feel of each building 
is unique as well. In Grays Harbor, the 

(continued on page 12)

The Amanda Park Timberland Library’s design was 
inspired by the style of a Native American longhouse.
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Top Twenty 
Most Admired 

Wineries in 
North America 

– Winery & Vineyard 
Management

“Filled with 
harmonious 

connections to 
the sea, Westport 
Winery is a coast 
traveler’s dream.”

– Washington 
Tasting Room

Top Five 
Winery 

Restaurant 
– USA Today

818 Point Brown Ave. NE, Suite C 
Ocean Shores • 360-580-3314

Mention 

this ad for 

10% OFF 
your � rst 

purchase!

Fall Open House: November 5, 3pm to 6pm

stately Aberdeen branch, which is due 
for a refresh, remodel and expansion, 
is the biggest of the eight at 17,051 
square feet, and the Oakville branch is 
the smallest branch at 1,045 square feet. 
Managed by Lizz Borbas, it is housed 

in a former church building, along with 
the Oakville City offices. 

The Amanda Park library’s design, 
inspired by the Quinault Indian culture 
and modeled after a Native American 
longhouse, has garnered awards for its 
architecture and is worth a visit to see, 
even if you don’t need a book. 

Arguably the Hoquiam library is the 
crown jewel of those in Grays Harbor. 
Built as a Carnegie library in 
1911, it was designed in the 
Prairie style, which is unusual 
for the Pacific Northwest. The 
dark wood shelving, trim and 
stairway banisters, the original 
oak tables and chairs and the 
extra-large grandfather’s clock 
that loudly chimes, give it 
regality and presence. While 
cozy, its design and many 
windows make it also open 
and airy. The grand building 
was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 

1983, and then was tripled in size in a 
major remodel ending in 1990. Such 
care was taken to match the style and 
symmetry that it takes someone in the 
know to point out which part was the 
original building.  

Murals, stained glass, statues and 
paintings by local artists, including 
Elton Bennett, Erik Sandgren, Jenny 

Katt Church peruses books at the Hoquiam library.

Each Timberland library has computers for use, as seen in the 
Hoquiam library.

(continued on page 59)

 Libraries (continued)
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BY SCOTT D. JOHNSTON

        mong the many treasures to be 
           found along Washington’s North 
Coast is a friendly group of folks devoted 
to entertaining us (and themselves), with 
regular variations on a theme they like to 
call “Broadway on the Beach.”   

Now in its 13th year, Stage West 
Community Theatre is based in Ocean 
Shores and has performed live theater 
in various forms and different locations 
throughout the area. The permanent 
home of the registered non-profit is the 
Ocean Shores Lions Club, 832 Ocean 
Shores Blvd. N.W.

Since it began in 2009, Stage West has 
averaged 12-20 volunteers and three to 
five productions annually, with a variety 
of theatrical presentations including 
dramas, comedies, musicals, children’s 
theater, a youth summer theater 
camp and both mystery and comedy 
dinner theater in which the audience 
participates. They’ve also performed 
radio plays on Ocean Shores station 
KOSW 91.3 FM and produced a wildly 
imaginative and very popular “Wearable 
Art Show” on the first Saturday of 

June each year in the Ocean Shores 
Convention Center.

The group traces its origin in 2009 to 
a North Beach Jr. High/Sr. High School 
drama and music teacher, Kari Phillips 
(now Novikoff), who was putting 
together a production of “Heidi” as a 
school play and part of her work toward 
a Master’s of Fine Arts degree. Several of 
the adults involved began talking about 
creating an ongoing local theater group, 
word spread, and meetings were held. 

Many were involved in launching Stage 
West Community Theatre, including 
three who have continued in leadership 
roles throughout the organization’s 

history. Ron Cooper started by driving 
his son, Adam, to rehearsals for “Heidi.” 
He became vice president, then 
“president by default,” and like many 
others in the group, has worn countless 
hats since, both on- and off-stage.

Dr. Stacy Steele was already a 
community theater veteran in Kitsap 
County when she purchased the Ocean 
Shores Animal Hospital in 2007. She 
was happy to be in the “Heidi” cast and 
enthusiastic about keeping the local 
theater effort going. Today, she has 
been Stage West’s vice president for 
more than a decade, done just about 
everything shy of directing, and has 
enjoyed dozens of roles, including a 
one-woman tour-de-force as popular 
newspaper columnist and writer Erma 
Bombeck in “At Wit’s End.”

Stage West Community Theatre 
thrives as North Coast treasure  “I believe that 

the arts are very 

important to 
any vibrant 

community ...”
Eric Bjella

In a scene from the 2019 production of “Alice in Wonderland,” Alice (Joni Chism) finds herself in the middle 
as Tweedledee (Pamela Nygaard, right) and Tweedledum (Cai Hadfield, left) prepare for battle.  

Tricia Funk in “Immigrant Garden.”

Anna Frazier, Pamela Nygard and Stacy Steele in 
“Savannah Sipping Society,” performed in 2018.

(continued on page 14)
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At the same time these elements 
were coming together, Eric Bjella and 
his partner, Tricia Funk, were well 
experienced live theater performers 
who were considering relocating 
from Alaska to Ocean Shores. A friend, 
John Pratt, told them about the local 
theater group that might be forming, 
and attending a couple of meetings 
helped convince them to make the 
move. Since then, they have both been 
deeply involved in almost everything 
associated with Stage West.

Actually, before the North Beach High 
School production of “Charlotte’s Web,” 
the next year, Bjella and Pratt co-
starred in the first official Stage West 
production, “A Dock Brief.”

Bjella and Funk also brought to Stage 
West an annual event that even 
a well-worn wordsmith will 
agree must be seen to truly 
be appreciated, the “Wearable 
Art Show.”

In 2012, the creative couple 
launched a runway style fashion 
show with a crazy catch: 
everything modeled must be 
hand-made and invoke some 
sort of idea, theme or meme. 
With a little help from their 
artistic friends in Port Angeles 
and other communities, and 

the enthusiastic embrace of 
local artists and performers, the 
“Wearable Art Show” was an 
immediate success. 

From the beginning, the show 
involved almost everyone 
associated with Stage West, and in 
2019, Bjella and Funk gave the show to 
the local theater group, the idea being 
that this proven profit-maker would 
help sustain the group financially. They 
remain the co-directors and guiding 
forces behind the event. 
After missing two years due to the 
pandemic, the show enjoyed a strong 
return in 2022 and has, appropriately 
enough, set its 2023 theme as 
“Transitions.” More information can be 
found at www.oswearableart.com and 
on the group’s Facebook page. 

Stage West’s mission statement is 
simply: “Enriching, entertaining and 
educating our community through 
exceptional theatrical arts in an intimate 
setting.” A big part of their purpose is 
to involve area youth in theater. To that 
end, the group has offered summer 
youth drama day camp experiences 
and is committed to an annual spring 
play that involves a lot of youthful 
cast members. Past productions have 
included “Charlotte’s Web,” “The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe,” “Stuart 
Little,” “The Boxcar Children,” and “Alice 
in Wonderland,” with a cast including 
two Ocean Shores City Council 
members.

Along the way, Stage West has helped 
the group that initially offered a helping 
hand, the OS Lions Club. “The Lions 
have just been the best in terms of 
meeting our needs,” said Stage West 
treasurer and frequent play director Lori 
Hardin.  The theater group responded in 
kind by helping pay for a much-needed 
replacement of the venue’s heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning system. 

 “The thrill of getting to be somebody else – getting to be on stage – it’s very surreal and exciting!”Dr. Stacy Steele

Above: Dorothy Coselman dons many socks in the “Wearable Art Show,” June 2022. Above right: Cathie Parker 
portrays “Stormy Weather” at the 2017 “Wearable Art Show.” Far right: Kendra Crow at the 2022 show.

Pamela Nygaard, Wearable Art Show, 2022.

Stage West Community Theatre (continued)

Ph
ot

o b
y C

as
sid

y W
alk

er

Ph
ot

o b
y C

as
sid

y W
alk

er

Ph
ot

o b
y C

as
sid

y W
alk

er

Ph
ot

o b
y R

od
 W

hit
te

n



 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                               Fall 2022                                                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   15

Cooper explained that, due to the 
decrepit, worn-out system, “we were 
freezing and when the heat came on, 
it was so noisy you couldn’t hear the 
actors. We’d had enough success that 
we offered to help pay for a new system, 
and it’s absolutely quiet!” They’ve also 
done extensive work to enable a stage 
lighting system that can be adapted to 

various productions, along with various 
other renovations. 

Bjella suggested that, beyond directly 
offering arts and entertainment to 
the North Beach area, Stage West tries 
to be an overall enhancement to the 
area: “I believe that the arts are very 
important to any vibrant community 
and that people look to arts and culture 
as reasons to live in a community. 
These are enhanced by opportunities 
to participate,” he said, adding that 
there are almost unlimited ways to get 
involved with Stage West.

Steele agreed with the community 
aspects, but also finds intense personal 
satisfaction in being on stage. She 
exhilarates at “the thrill of getting to be 
somebody else – getting to be on stage 
– it’s very surreal and exciting!”

President for the past five years, Pamela 
Nygaard got involved when Cooper cast 
her in one of the troupe’s most popular 
productions, “The Dixie Swim Club,” in 

2016. Beyond the aspects of art and 
community, she said, “I’ve been sticking 
with this because it’s just the most fun!”

More information is available at 
www.stagewestcommunitytheatre.org, 
and the Stage West Community Theatre 
Facebook page.

Dorothy “Trashy” Coselman made an appearance at the 
2022 “Wearable Art Show.”

Stage West Community Theatre 
has two upcoming productions: 

“Honky Tonk Hissy Fit, A 
Doublewide Texas Sequel” 

October 7, 8, 9 and 14, 15, 16 

“12 Incompetent Jurors” 
a satiric parody of the classic 

“12 Angry Men,” will run in 
January 2023.
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We provide Top-Notch Heating, Installation & Repair Services

READ REVIEWS FROM OUR CUSTOMERS!

Advanced
Heating & Air. Inc.

“Your Local Heating & Cooling Experts”                 State Contractor License: ADVANHA9550F

804 First St. Cosmopolis, WA . kellie@advancedheating1.com 
www.advancedheating1.com  . 360-537-6505

                 State Contractor License: ADVANHA9550F

804 First St. Cosmopolis, WA . kellie@advancedheating1.com 
www.advancedheating1.com  . 360-537-6505

804 First St. Cosmopolis, WA . kellie@advancedheating1.com 
www.advancedheating1.com  . 360-537-6505

With over 50 years of combined 
experience, Advanced Heating & Air, Inc 
can handle all your HVAC installations and 
repairs. Free estimates are available on any 
new installation so you’ll know the cost up 
front. We are a local, family owned business 
providing top-notch services at the best prices.

Why Should You Choose Us?
• Highly trained and PTCS certi� ed sta� 
• Diamond Elite Dealer for Mitsubishi 
   Electric Cooling & Heating
• Energy Star Rated products
• Fully licensed, insured, and bonded
• 24-hour emergency services available
• FREE estimates on new systems
• 5% senior citizen and military discounts
• Warranties and guarantees available
• Financing options
• Quick turnaround time

Fern P.  2/11/2022
Montesano, WA *****
Called them for a routine 
maintenance on our heat 
pump/ac unit and the fellow 
was ever so kind! He was on 
time, cleaned everything and 
the outside unit looked brand 
new when he was � nished! 
Price was reasonable but his 
customer service was worth it 
all! Thank you Braxton!

David F.   11/1/21
Cosmopolis, WA  *****
Called AHA, very cordial and 
knowledgeable. They came out a week 
later and gave me a very reasonable 
estimate for a Ductless mini-split heat 
pump for our 800sqf. home. Install was 
a breeze ... later ...We had a fuse go 
out ... in the outside breaker box, one 
phone call and a tech came out that 
very day (We live in Paci� c Beach) to 
replace!! The Harbor is a better place 
because of AHA!!!  Thanks.

Kevin B.   12/9/21
Aberdeen, WA  *****
I had them install a new 
ductless system. price was 
great install was fast and 
super clean. could not be 
happier with the product 
or the service. Thanks Chad 
and Kellie.
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A BOOK IN THE HAND 
is still cherished by many

OddDuck Books
319 W. Main St., Elma 
(360) 731-5523
Hours: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues.- Sat.

It’s a Tuesday morning in downtown 
Elma, quiet, save for the occasional log 
truck lumbering down Main Street. At 
OddDuck Books, the bell on the front 
door jingles. It’s only 11 or so and owner 
Phil Baldy already has been attending to 
a steady stream of customers.

There’s Jacob Kirby, rifling through the 

    n a day where many people mostly look at a screen to read a book, two new 
booksellers in East County have recently joined other bookstores around the 
county to put real paper books into the hands of Harbor bibliophiles. Here’s 
a look at OddDuck Books in Elma, and Lemon Hill Café & Bookstore in 
Montesano, as well as other booksellers throughout Grays Harbor County.

STORY & PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE MORTON

records and looking for some classic 
rock or country. Maybe he’ll find a 
Connie Francis. Phil makes sure that 
there’s something new for Jacob such 
as a rather scruffy Nazareth LP. Jacob 
selects a few records, including the 
Nazareth record, which turns out to be a 
gift for him from Phil.

“It was kind of damaged, but I knew 
he’d want to listen to it,” said Phil.

That’s the secret of OddDucks — it’s 

Above: Bookshelves offer unexpected titles and a 
cozy reading nook at Lemon Hill Café & Bookstore in 
Montesano. Below: A selection of previously loved books 
on the shelf at OddDuck Books in Elma.

(continued on page 18)

G R A Y S  H A R B O R



knowledge and individualized attention 
you’ll receive from Phil. But the book 
and record selection are impressive too.

Both LPs and 45s fill the sides of a big, 
wooden bin and run the gamut of 
genres. ABBA? Led Zep? Patsy Cline and 
Hank Williams? Yes, to all. If it’s not out, 
Phil probably has it stashed somewhere. 
Give him a day and he’ll have that 
record waiting for you. 

“I have contemporary too, like, old long-
hair music,” Phil said. “I was just going to 
put out a bunch of David Cassidys and 
then I got some Iggy Pop, Psychedelic 
Furs, Nirvana, Flaming Lips. I’ve got 
some cool records.” 

Books are the same. Phil, a lifelong book 
collector, previously owned a bookstore 

in Poulsbo. He also owned a guitar 
shop, hence all the records and the 
three guitars set up in the back of the 
bookstore.

Books upon books fill the shelves, 
floor to ceiling practically. Space that 
isn’t occupied by books is turned into 
reading nooks for customers to peruse 
potential purchases. Cozy chairs are 
placed here and there for that purpose.

All genres of books are represented. 
There’s literally a little bit of everything. 
Local history is especially popular. On 
this day, Phil, who loves history, ends 
up helping one customer find a book 
on the Mt. St. Helens eruption and 
discusses the 1971 Satsop River Fair 
rock festival with another.

That customer brought in some 
memorabilia for Phil to buy. After a little 

negotiating, they make a deal.  Despite 
his sizeable inventory, Phill does buy 
books and records. But be warned, he 
knows his stuff, so no junk!

Most of the OddDuck books sell for $5 
to $10, although he does have some rare 
and first edition books that are pricier.

In addition to the books and records, 
OddDuck sells antiques and art, 
including pieces by local artists such as 
Elton Bennett and Walton Butt. It also 
has some, well, odd ducks scattered 
throughout the store made of porcelain, 
ceramic, brass, you name it.

Phil and his wife, Arline, moved to Grays 
Harbor in the fall of 2021, wanting a 
quieter life and space for all of Phil’s 
books. They purchased a house in 
Montesano, but Arline didn’t want their 
new home to be overtaken by the book 
collection.

So, the books mostly occupy this space 
on Main Street in Elma. At more than 
4,000 square feet, it holds a lot of Phil’s 
books and records, but not all of them. 

OddDuck customer, Jeff Hammers, chats with owner Phil Baldy (at right).Phil and Arline Baldy created cozy nooks for their customers to peruse purchases at OddDuck.

(continued)BOOKSTORES
It’s kind of nutty. 
I probably have 

20,000 to 30,000 
books and about 
50,000 records. 

Phil Baldy, OddDuck Books

18                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 Fall 2022                                                                                 www.Coastal-Currents.com



 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                               Fall 2022                                                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   19

He still has offsite storage for his vast 
collection. 

“It’s kind of nutty. I probably have 
20,000 to 30,000 books and about 
50,000 records,” Phil said. As inventory is 
sold, Phil simply feeds the shelves from 
his supply at his storage units.

“I just kept collecting,” said Phil. 

“For 30 years!” added Arline.

The collection is a big responsibility that 
he doesn’t want to burden his kids with 
someday and so everything is for sale.

“This was going to be buried with 
me, but I guess I’ll let it go,” he jokes 
as a customer buys a little brass duck 
holding an umbrella. 

“I don’t want to die and make others 
have a garage sale. But this is fun. So, if 
nobody comes in, I just go through my 
own stuff,” said Phil. And then the bell 
on the door jingles again and in walks 
another customer.

Lemon Hill Café & Bookstore
136 1st Street S., Montesano
(360) 580-6031
Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tues.- Sat.

Located just a block or two from the 
front door of the historic Grays Harbor 
County Courthouse in downtown 
Montesano, Lemon Hill Café & 
Bookstore is a charming little place offering in-season and locally sourced 

food served with a French Colonial flair 
and a side of specially curated books. 

Sisters Jenn Skoglund, Heather Sande, 
Elle Skoglund and their mother, 
Laura Skoglund, opened the café 
and bookstore in June, bringing to 
life a dream that percolated for years. 
Heather was the first to migrate to 
Montesano. She loved the close-knit 
community and eventually convinced 
Jenn to come to the country. Jenn, a 
former city girl, loves the small-town 
vibe of Montesano.

“It’s farms, a touch of ocean air, vast, 
open spaces,” said Jenn.

The front door at Lemon Hill Café & Bookstore is protected by a white picket fence and colorful flowers.

She learned the ins-and-outs of running 
a restaurant at Boat Street Kitchen in 
Seattle under Susan Kaplan. But, the 
uncertainty of running a business 
during the pandemic ultimately led to 
its closing.

Although it was a blow, the closing 
offered Jenn the opportunity to open her 
own place and be close to her family. She 
was also influenced by a trip to France.

“It was the worst trip ever taken but I 
had a wonderful time,” said Jenn. The 
getting there was tough but visiting 
her mentor, Kaplan, and a little bistro 
named “Le Cochon Bleu,” inspired her. 

With its bright and welcoming space, Lemon Hill Café & 
Bookstore is busy with lunchtime customers.

(continued on page 20)
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Call Josh at 360-346-0584 | www.harborinsulationllc.com
Veteran owned. Licensed, bonded, insured. # HARBOIL795ON

Save on your energy 
bill & protect your 
home investment!
Linked with PUD rebate program!

... the results look fantastic. He made sure all ... pipes were 
insulated and ... seams on our vapor barrier taped. The 
crawl space looks super clean and professionally done 
now. ...Overall a top notch contractor that I would be happy 
to refer to any of my friends or family. Thanks Josh!

I needed the underneath of my home re-insulated 
after a possum destroyed it. These guys came and 
they were very professional, fast and did an amazing 
job. I defi nitely recommend them.

- new insulation
- repair damage
- assessment &
   improvement

See what our customers are saying about recent projects:

The bistro was run by just a husband 
and wife, who made beautiful food and 
made it work for them.

The first thing you see at Lemon Hill 
is a white picket fence festooned with 
snapdragons bursting from planter 
boxes. A bright blue water dish awaits 
thirsty four-legged friends. 

Open the door and books line shelves 
along with vignettes of carefully 
arranged gifts such as candles, pens, 

sage bundles, tea towels, chocolates 
and more. These are the gifts you’d like 
to give a friend and gifts you’d love to 
receive in return. 

The menu at Lemon Hill is French at 
heart and varies according to season. 
Flavors from the Caribbean, Morocco 
and other former French colonies add 
spice and richness. All of it is ethically 
sourced, mostly organic, definitely local.

“Healthy for people and healthy for the 
planet,” said Jenn.

The sisters love reading and thought 
they’d stock their store with books they 
had enjoyed. With the help of a book 
agent, they found their niche. Topics 
that were unusual but fun. Not hipster, 
but “hipster-y.” Cool books — books 
like “How to Succeed Making Dairy 
and Nut Cheese at Home,” “The Autism 
Relationships Handbook,” “Firebrands: 
Activists You Didn’t Learn About 
in School.”

There are some 2,000 titles to peruse, 

which include cookbooks and books 
for children with titles like “Every Bunny 
Poops” and “Roar!” 

Speaking of children, Lemon Hill 
offers a special “just for kids” treat 
menu inspired by a French afterschool 
tradition known as “le goûter.” It is a bit 
like a British teatime but always sweet 

Heather Sande (at left) is ready to serve while co-owner 
and sister Jenn Skoglund prepares another lunch in the 
kitchen at Lemon Hill Café & Bookstore.

The children’s section in Harbor Books in Hoquiam 
offers this fun place to read.

(continued)BOOKSTORES



 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                               Fall 2022                                                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   21

28 Services & Specialties Including: Prompt Care, 
24-Hour Emergency Room, Orthopedics, Cardiology, 
Urology, Family Medicine, Lab Services & Diagnostic Imaging

and mostly for children. At Lemon Hill, 
it’s a sweet snack like a jam crepe with 
whipped cream or a chocolate tahini 
panini and accompanied by a cup of 
hot chocolate. Goûter is served from 
noon to 4 p.m.

Harbor Book Shops 
Tell Their Own Tales

Harbor Books
2200 Simpson Ave., Hoquiam
(360) 836-1613
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sat.

Harbor Books is the quintessential 
independent bookstore, offering some 
1,200 titles of new and used books in a 
wide variety of genres. It features local 
interest and local authors as well as a 
sizeable children’s section, including 
titles such as “Sharky McShark,” “Stand 
Like a Cedar” and “Louie, the Lonely 
Lighthouse.” A bench underneath a 

big circle window provides the perfect 
perch to sample a book.

Joie de Livres (The Joy of Books)
216 Market St., Seabrook
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun. – Thurs.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Joie de Livres is the bookstore of 
your beachside vacation dreams. 
It offers a wide selection of books 
including bestsellers to read on the 
beach, classics, gorgeous coffee table 

books and cookbooks. There is also 
a travel section featuring the Pacific 
Northwest with lots of hiking and 
biking guidebooks. Kids will enjoy the 
book nooks where they can curl up in a 
hexagon cutout and read about Bigfoot.

Duffy’s Restaurant, at 1605 Simpson 
Ave. in Aberdeen and the Coastal 
Interpretive Center, 1022 Catala Ave. S.E. 
in Ocean Shores, are two establishments 
that also have books for sale. Duffy’s 
specializes in local history books. The 
Coastal Interpretive Center houses 
“Damon’s Outpost,” which has many 
guides for flora and fauna of the Pacific 
Northwest, as well as both science and 
fiction books for children.

In addition, area thrift stores are a go-to 
for inexpensive books. Some stores with 
expansive book collections include the 
Aberdeen Goodwill, the Anchor Avenue 
Thrift Store in Ocean Shores, Eclectic 
Treasures & Thrifts in Westport and the 
North Beach PAWS Saturday garage sale 
at Hogan’s Corner.

A customer sits outside the Joie de Livres bookstore in 
Seabrook enjoying a book in the salt air.



Bike Rental | Ampitheater | Community Garden | Bocce Ball,            Volleyball & Giant Chess | Playground | Community Fire Pit

VISIT OYHUT BAY!
Oyhut Bay Grill | Oyhut Bay Market & Bakery | 
Seaglass Gifts | Corks & Taps Oyhut Bay | 
The Salon at Oyhut Bay | The Beauty Lounge
| Mandala Yoga | Too Cool at Oyhut Bay | 

132 Oyhut Bay Blvd SW Suite 107 • Ocean Shores • oyhutbaymarketandbakery.com• 360-940-7777

Stop by for a gourmet 
beverage & fresh baked 
goods! We also off er
special order cakes, groceries, 
produce, beer & wine, toys, 
gourmet candies & more!

Choose from a variety of gifts!
Local-made jewelry, soaps, bamboo household 

items, wine glasses, t-shirts, hoodies, Chala purses, 
African baskets, nautical decor & more. 

132 Oyhut Bay Blvd SW Suite 109
Ocean Shores • 360-940-9022

oyhutbaymarketandbakery.com• 360-940-7777

CRAFT BEERS
WINE SELECTION

SMALL PLATE MENU
OUTDOOR SEATING

130 OYHUT BAY BLVD. OCEAN SHORES
COMING SOON! watch www.oyhutbay.com



Bike Rental | Ampitheater | Community Garden | Bocce Ball,            Volleyball & Giant Chess | Playground | Community Fire Pit

VISIT OYHUT BAY!
Oyhut Bay Grill | Oyhut Bay Market & Bakery | 
Seaglass Gifts | Corks & Taps Oyhut Bay | 
The Salon at Oyhut Bay | The Beauty Lounge
| Mandala Yoga | Too Cool at Oyhut Bay | 

132 Oyhut Bay Blvd SW Suite 107 • Ocean Shores • oyhutbaymarketandbakery.com• 360-940-7777

Stop by for a gourmet 
beverage & fresh baked 
goods! We also off er
special order cakes, groceries, 
produce, beer & wine, toys, 
gourmet candies & more!

Choose from a variety of gifts!
Local-made jewelry, soaps, bamboo household 

items, wine glasses, t-shirts, hoodies, Chala purses, 
African baskets, nautical decor & more. 

132 Oyhut Bay Blvd SW Suite 109
Ocean Shores • 360-940-9022

oyhutbaymarketandbakery.com• 360-940-7777

CRAFT BEERS
WINE SELECTION

SMALL PLATE MENU
OUTDOOR SEATING

130 OYHUT BAY BLVD. OCEAN SHORES
COMING SOON! watch www.oyhutbay.com

404 Salmonberry Lane SW, Ocean Shores, WA • (360) 940-7138

DISCOVER OYHUT BAY SEASIDE VILLAGE
• Vacation Rentals – Cottages & Condos
• Oyhut Bay Grill & Loft and Retail Shops

www.oyhutbay.com

FREE
DESSERT

of Choice on Request

with Dinner Entree 

Purchase

Limit 1 per table

Bike Rental | Ampitheater | Community Garden | Bocce Ball,            Volleyball & Giant Chess | Playground | Community Fire Pit



24                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 Fall 2022                                                                                 www.Coastal-Currents.com

STORY & PHOTOS BY KATIE MCGREGOR

            iverse” is the one word that best 
           describes Arlene Eubanks’ fiber art.

 “I don’t make the same piece twice if 
I can help it,” Eubanks explains as she 
showcases a variety of baskets on display 
in Aberdeen’s Alder Grove Gallery.

The 86-year-old artist has lived on 
the Harbor for decades and currently 

resides in Grays Harbor City. Her home 
on the bluff doubles as a studio where 
she crafts pieces that almost seem more 
like sculptures than baskets. There’s 
nothing plain about them. From color to 
form, Eubanks infuses each piece with 
creative complexity.

“I’m a fiber artist that’s addicted to 
design,” Eubanks says. She’s always 
made art, but a trip to Barcelona heavily 
influenced her personal design tastes. 
After that trip Eubanks went back to 

college in her 60s to get a degree in 
digital design.

Eubanks grew up in nature and that 
love has never left her. Her designs 
“connect people with nature in the 
interior and exterior of their homes and 
workplaces.”

Once an idea forms in her head, 
Eubanks can’t let it go and sets upon 
collecting the materials she needs to 
create it. Her abstract designs feature 
round reed, flat reed, pieces of leaves, 
bark, fabric, driftwood, and anything 
else that fits her vision.

“Some pieces take over a year from 
start to finish. I always finish my work. It 
might take months, but I’ll finish it.”

Eubanks laughs as she recalls taking 
trips to Hawaii and getting stuck in 
customs because of all of the supplies 
she’d gathered to take back to the 
mainland.

With her decades of experience, she 
can go out into the rainforest and know 
exactly which plants to look for. “I know 
what materials in nature are flexible and 
what I can use. Half the fun is gathering 
through the seasonal changes.”

Eubanks has been recognized both 
statewide and nationally for her 
outstanding fiber art. In 1989 a 12-piece 
collection was chosen for the Washington 
State Centennial opening at the Ocean 
Shores Convention Center.

ARTIST  SPOTLIGHT
G R A Y S  H A R B O R  C I T Y

Arlene Eubanks

Arlene Eubanks holds a Dented Cedar Basket, made with Washington Cedar, hand painted side designs and black 
baby thistle. Below, is a basket created with dyed flat and round reed, and black and white leather.
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Precious metals, jewelry and coin purchasing . (360) 533-3848

Fine Jewelry . Diamond Setting . Repairs on premisesFine Jewelry . Diamond Setting . Repairs on premises

Now Located: 105 S. Broadway in downtown Aberdeen

M - F 10 to 5, Sat. 10- 3 . John Stullick . Owner/Goldsmith

360.538.9747 . 1956 Riverside Ave., Hoquiam WA
Open 7 Days a Week

Located at the Grays Harbor Farmers Market

    1956 Riverside Ave., Hoquiam WA

• Pie 

• Mu� ins 

• C� kies

• Pastries  

• Jam • Bread 

• Granola 

• Ci� amon Ro� s

ARTS 
CRAFTS 
BAKERY 

DELI 
PRODUCE

Voted 

BEST 
Pies 
in Grays Harbor!

More recently, in 2014 Eubanks 
received a “Martha Stewart 
American Made” nomination 
and has been featured in various 
exhibits throughout the years.

Eubanks is a part of the National 
Basket Organization (NBO) as well 
as the Harbor Art Guild.

Her work can be found online at 
www.artistryandfiber.com and 
locally at the Alder Grove Gallery 
in Aberdeen. She also accepts 
commissions pending the supplies 
she has available.

The “Flowers in the Wind,” basket was crafted with 
dyed flat and round reeds, and each flower was 
dried and painted.



A B E R D E E N

BY JULIANA WALLACE

Monday evenings an eclectic group 
gathers to make music at the Wellington 
Rehearsal Hall at Grays Harbor College.

The musicians include teenagers to 
octogenarians, teachers, lawyers, 
engineers and retirees. Several couples 
arrive together. Teachers sit side by side 
with their students. They greet friends, 
catch up on the week’s events. Some 
of these musicians play professionally 
in other venues. But here in the Grays 
Harbor Symphony, everyone volunteers, 
playing simply for the love of music.

Symphony conductor Bill Dyer, 54, 
works hard to cultivate a welcoming 
environment. “It’s a wonderful 
community group, multi-generational 

and with a lot of different abilities,” 
he explains. “I try to balance high 
expectations with a welcome.”

That goal can prove challenging, and 
it requires a level of trust between the 
musicians and their conductor. But 
according to concertmistress Leslie 
O’Brien, Dyer seems to be succeeding.

“One of the things I really like about 
Bill’s leadership is that it’s a ‘no 
fault’ environment,” she says. “Bill 
makes it comfortable for everyone. 
He’s a wonderfully even-tempered, 
encouraging leader.”

Part of that success stems from Dyer’s 
early musical education in the San 
Francisco Bay area. As a teenager, he 
studied trombone with Patricia Crossen, 
who reminded him that people use 

the term “playing” music for a reason. 
Dyer takes that reminder to heart, 
continually finding the fun in music, 
whether performing on his trombone, 
conducting the symphony or teaching 
musical theory.

Bill Dyer and Grays Harbor Symphony 
celebrate the joy of music

“It’s a wonderful 
community group, 

multi-generational and 
with a lot of different 

abilities. I try to balance 
high expectations 
with a welcome.”

– Bill Dyer

Bill Dyer conducts the Grays Harbor Symphony at the June 2022 concert. The vocal soloist was Alexa Amarok. Photo by Keith Krueger
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After high school, Dyer studied music at 
the University of Puget Sound and then 
Northwestern University, eventually 
earning a doctorate from Boston 
University. Along the way, he found 
musical mentors in Robert Musser and 
Steve Fissel in Washington and Frank 
Crisafulli, of the Chicago Symphony.

Dyer played trombone professionally in 
Chicago and Italy and has played with 
the Tacoma Concert Band for 30 years. 
However, while he finds great joy in 
getting out his trombone and playing 
with a group, he realized that he 
loves teaching. 

So, when a friend told him about 
a music job in Aberdeen, Dyer 
interviewed for the position. He spent 
19 years teaching in the Aberdeen 
School District before taking his current 
position at Grays Harbor College 

(continued on page 28)

Right: Dyer performs a solo with the Tacoma Concert
Band as they earn the trophy for Best Band and Best
Brass Section in the 39th annual South of Ireland Band
Competition. Below Right: Bill Dyer on stage with his
students at a Grays Harbor College Jazz Band concert.
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“We help you design the 
   kitchen of your dreams.”

• Design
• Custom cabinetry 
• Quartz & Granite counter tops

Tuesday – Friday 9-5, Saturdays 10-3, 
Sunday & Monday by appointment.

Keith German . K & J Designs
2702 Simpson Ave. Hoquiam WA
360-589-7323 . kandjdesigner.com

“We appreciate the level of professionalism and experience Keith brought to our kitchen remodel. His passion for 
design is contagious! He was great to work with ... Our � nal result is a beautiful kitchen, exactly as we envisioned.”

–– a happy customer

in 2010. During his time with the 
Aberdeen schools, he commissioned 
17 original compositions, giving middle 
school musicians the opportunity to 
premier pieces by composers both 
locally and from as far away as Scotland.

From the very beginning of his time in 
Grays Harbor, the Bishop Center has 
played a pivotal role in Dyer’s personal 
and professional life. In fact, he met 
his wife, Melinda, when they played 
opposite each other in Fiddler on the 
Roof. “We got married on stage half a 
dozen times, and then we ended up 
getting married and raising our kids 
here,” he laughs.

Through the years, the Dyer children 

came to feel at home in the Bishop 
Center. Following in their parents’ musical 
footsteps, Aaron and Isabelle acted on 
stage in musicals and performed with the 
Grays Harbor Symphony. 

Leslie O’Brien and her husband John, 
a cellist with the symphony, love that 
multi-generational aspect of the group. 
“We have longtime members, and now 
their kids play,” she says. “A community 
music group creates an affection and 

respect between generations. I like that, 
and I think it’s important.”

John agrees, encouraging his students 
to join the symphony as soon as their 
skills allow. He joined the Grays Harbor 
Symphony himself as a teenager 
in the late 1960s. In fact, the very 
piece that got him hooked on music, 
J.S. Bach’s “Passacaglia & Fugue in C 
minor,” appears on the program for the 
symphony’s November concert this year.

In addition to the Bach piece, which the 
O’Briens promise audiences will love, 

Bill Dyer, Grays Harbor Symphony (continued)

John and Leslie O’Brien have played cello and violin/viola together in the Grays Harbor Symphony since the 1980s and 
are looking forward to the November concert. Leslie currently serves as concertmistress.

“We have longtime 
members, and now their 
kids play. A community 
music group creates an 

affection and respect 
between generations.”

– Leslie O’Brien

Photo by Juliana Wallace
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171 E Chance A La Mer
Ocean Shores, Washington
360.986.0381  |  TimRossow.com

A Pacifi c Northwest 
Beach & Rain Forest 
Themed Gallery

Tim Rossow
Watercolors
& Associates

Watercolor . Coastal Salish . Tribal Art . Blown Glass 
Fused Glass . Oils . Driftwood Furniture

the fall concert program also includes 
a wonderful arrangement of the 
“Nutcracker Suite” by Duke Ellington, 
as well as a guest appearance by 
percussionist James Doyle. The concert 
is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. Nov. 20 at the 
Bishop Center.  

As the symphony rebuilds following 
the pandemic, Dyer encourages local 
musicians to join or re-join, particularly 
string players. He sees huge value in 
community music groups, both for the 
individuals themselves and for 
the community. 

“There are many layers to the symphony,” 
explains Dyer. “It’s the act of getting 
together and rehearsing and trusting 
each other. But it’s also the act of working 
toward a common goal and then 
performing, giving a gift to the audience.”

As Grays Harbor Symphony approaches 
its 100th season, any musicians with a 
desire to experience upcoming concerts 
as a member of the orchestra should 
contact Dyer via email at bill.dyer@ghc.
edu. Symphony rehearsals take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday during the fall 
and spring. In addition, many symphony 
members play in the pit orchestra for 
the winter musical. 

The symphony is sponsored by 
Grays Harbor College as part of its 
ongoing commitment to building the 
community. Other community music 
groups sponsored by the college 
include the Grays Harbor Civic Choir, 
the Grays Harbor Concert Band and the 
Grays Harbor Opera Workshop.

Bill Dyer, Grays Harbor Symphony conductor

2647 Westhaven Drive
Westport • 360.268.9261

C O U P O N

2nd Ice Cream
Scoop FREE

with purchase of a 
Waffl e Cone & a Single Scoop 

Expires 11/30/22  1 per customer, 1 per visit
Whale of a Cone, Coastal Currents Magazine

Under new ownership! 
Veteran owned @whaleofacone
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Cranberry Harvest Festival 
welcomes all to the Grayland bogs

G R A Y L A N D

 The South Beach is 
gearing up for what is 

estimated to be the 29th 
annual Cranberry Harvest 

Festival in Grayland. The 
celebration of this unique, 

tart berry is set for October 8- 9.

A crew of volunteers, along with 
the festival’s program director, 

Tanya Wood, have been working 
diligently to revive the three or 

more decades-old festival tradition, 
which was put on hold by Covid 19 

during the last two years.  

Approximately a thousand visitors are 
expected to attend, participating in events 

including a cranberry 
cook-off, a run and 
even a parade. “We have 
people coming from as far 
as New York,” says Wood. 

During the second weekend 
in October, festivalgoers 
will admire the beauty of 
the glowing red cranberry 
bogs during harvest, enjoy the 
traditional activities at the historic 
Grayland Community Hall and learn 
all about the humble cranberry with 
its unique tart flavor that complements 
our Thanksgiving turkeys so well.

O C T O B E R  8  -  9

BY CHRISTINE VINCENT

(continued on page 32)

 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                                       Fall 2022                                                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   31

Aerial photo by Capture.Share.Repeat, Greg Jacobs



Is it the 29th annual celebration?
Leslie Eichner, a Cranberry Festival 
veteran, explains why folks are uncertain 
if this is the 29th year the festival has 
been celebrated. Accurate information 
about the beginnings of the festival has 
been lost in the mists of time.

“We calculated the year of the first 
festival from historic Bob McCausland 
ads, which would make 2022 the 29th 
festival,” Eichner says. “However, I was 
recently corrected by a septuagenarian 
who told me the festival had 
already been going when 
he was in high school. 

“The event used to be 
run by the Cranberry 
Coast Chamber of 
Commerce, a Grayland 
organization without a 
storefront run by a local 
couple for the purpose 
of organizing the Cranberry 
Festival. In 2012 they stopped running 
the chamber. Sadly, we never gained 
access to their files,” explains Eichner.

Regardless of exactly how many years 
the Grayland festival has celebrated the 
cranberry, this tart and versatile fruit is 
certainly enjoyed by many. Yet, when 
it comes to Thanksgiving dinner, few 
diners wonder about the origin of their 
cranberry sauce.

Watch the Harvest in Action
“People think cranberries 

come from the grocery 
store,” laments Mike 
Reickenberger whose 
farm will be the 
destination of this 
year’s bog tour, one of 

the major events of the 
festival. The guided tours 

seek to remedy this lack 
of education under the motto 

“Watch the Harvest in Action.”

Reickenberger generously donates 
precious hours during the busy harvest 

O C T O B E R  8  -  9  (continued)
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Cranberries 
are one of only 

three fruits native 
to America. 

Counter clockwise from upper 
left: Cranberry plants in 
bloom. Cranberries on the 
plant. A farmer harvests 
using a Furford Picker. 
Sorting berries from stems.

Photo above and below by Laura Brydon

Photo below and right by Capture.
Share.Repeat, Greg Jacobs



time to tell visitors all there is 
to know about the cranberry 
and the cranberry industry. He 
speaks about the know-how, the 
hard work and the community 
effort it takes to bring the fruit 
to grocery store shelves.

Cranberries are one of only 
three fruits native to America. The 
others are Concord grapes and 
blueberries.  In addition to the coastal 
Pacific Northwest, major growing areas 
for cranberries are in Wisconsin, New 
Jersey and Massachusetts. These areas 
have the right growing conditions.

“Cranberries need a low-pH, high-
acid peat-like soil, along with a 
cool rest period in winter,” explains 
Reickenberger.

“Most people think that the berries are 
harvested in water. The wet harvest is 
indeed the easiest and most efficient, 
but it is mostly used on the much larger 
bogs on the East Coast. It requires a 
pond and dikes to flood the fields. 
The dry harvest is predominant in 
Grayland,” he says.

The Furford Picker invented in Grayland
The berries are gathered using local 

Furford Pickers. Some 
of these venerable 
machines are 60 years 
old and still going 
strong. The Furford 
Picker is an ingenious 
harvest machine 
invented by Julius 
Furford whose 
workshop is situated 

(continued on page 36)
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Above: The Furford Cranberry Museum and Holly 
Marshall, new owner of the Furford Picker Company 
and the museum. Left and below: Cranberry sorting 
and processing. 

Photo by Christine Vincent

Photos left and below by Capture.Share.Repeat, Greg Jacobs

Photo by Christine Vincent
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across from the bogs at 2395 State 
Route 105 in Grayland. 

The original Western Pickers combed 
the berries off the vines and sacked 
them. Then later the farmer needed to 
prune the vines to keep them in top 
condition for the following harvest. In 

the 1950s, Furford invented a machine 
that not only picked the berries but 
also pruned the vines at the same time, 
saving an enormous amount of labor. 
The Furford Picker Company is still 
operating today. In fact, two pickers were 
recently sold to Sweden.

In 1986, Julius Furford established the 
Cranberry Museum, showcasing his 
collection of cranberry harvest artifacts 

in one of his buildings. He died in 1999 
at the age of 91.

The Cranberry Museum
In 2012, Gwen and Chuck Tjernberg 
took over the operation of the museum 
and the Furford Picker Manufacturing 
Company. Last April, Holly Marshall 
moved to Grayland from San Diego, 
purchased the company and the 
museum and immersed herself in 
cranberry culture and history.

The adventurous new owner is full of 
enthusiasm: “I set up my bed in the area 
in the back of the museum and filmed 
myself with my phone to convince 
myself that I truly own a museum.”

The Cranberry Museum is an important 
source of local history, wonderfully 
complementing the educational aspects 
of the Cranberry Festival. The exhibits 
include hand tools and machinery 
used during all stages of the cranberry 
harvest from the most primitive to 
the more sophisticated Furford Picker. 

(continued)
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Botanical information, 
accounts of 

cranberry 
harvests 
and the 
use of the 
machinery 
are 

displayed. 

Marshall is a 
knowledgeable 

and engaging guide, 
eager to promote the cranberry 
industry and the culture surrounding it. 
She is even learning how to build a 
Furford Picker!

She is relieved to have volunteer 
help this year. “Last year I ran the 
museum by myself. It wasn’t easy,” 
she says. “I had three busloads 
of people coming in during the 
harvest!”

Marshall opened the Cranzberry 
Gift Shop inside the museum, which 
offers cranberry-themed gifts and 
a large selection of cranberry food 
items. The many cookbooks and 
recipes on display show how the 
cranberry has progressed in the 
culinary world. 

Cranberries in the culinary world
Local cooks are invited to submit 
their favorite dishes to the 
Cranberry Harvest Festival CookOff  
from noon to 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7 at 
the Grayland Community Hall. 

The recipes will be collected in a 
community cookbook. Historically, 
the delicious creations submitted in 
the novice section use cranberries 

in a variety of dishes, including jams, 
jellies, chutneys, sweet breads, cookies, 
pies and more. Local chefs, bakers, 
brewers and winemakers participate on 
the professional level.  

The Westport/Grayland culinary 
community has taken up the challenge 
to offer unique cranberry dishes in 

food stores and 
restaurants. The 
berry seems 
to lend itself 
especially to 
winemaking – 
either solo or 
paired with 
grapes.

The Westport Winery offers two 
cranberry wines. Bog Berry Blush is 
a tingly, tart and spirited cranberry/ 
Gewürztraminer wine. Rapture of the 
Deep is a sparkling cranberry wine 
described as “pure, joyous, angelic.” 

The Wynoochee Valley Winery boasts 
some of the best cranberry wine in 
Washington State. It is sweet and tart. 

The creators suggest poaching 
pears in it for the “best dessert 
around.” 

Blackbeard’s Brewery pub in 
Westport brews a cranberry mead 
which is so good that it tends to 
sell out quickly. They also offer 
their Pirate Cove Cranberry Wine. 

Ocean Spray is unique co-op
The traditional jellied cranberry 
sauce was the invention of 
Marcus Uran, one of the three 
founders of Ocean Spray, the 
Cadillac of the cranberry industry, 
according to Reickenberger. 
Ocean Spray is a farmer-owned 
agricultural co-op, the only co-op 
on the Fortune 500 list. Its Grays 
Harbor cranberry processing plant is 
just off State Route 107 in Markham.

Ocean Spray realized that in order 
to increase demand for the berry, 
one needed to develop new 
products. Immensely popular 
grocery store items like Craisins 
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(continued on page 39)

The Furford 
Picker is an 

ingenious harvest 
machine invented 

in Grayland.

Wet Harvest with Holly 
Marshall of the Furford 
Cranberry Museum along 
for the ride and Nick 
Woods of RustWood Bogs, 
2021 Grayland Cranberry 
Harvest.

Photo courtesy of the Furford Cranberry Museum

Photo by Christine Vincent

Laura Totschall from the Westport Winery with their two cranberry wines.
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Open 7 Days 
a Week 

M - S  9-7
Sun  9-6

We Accept EBT!

865 Point Brown Ave. | Ocean Shores | 360.940.9070 | Next to Homeport Restaurant

2nd Location | 729 Point Brown Ave. NW Suite 1B | Ocean Shores 
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Farm Feed • Chicks • Hay & Straw • Boots & Clothing •

Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm • Saturday 8am - 5pm • Sunday 9am - 5pm
412 S. Main Street • Montesano • 360-249-4611412 S. Main Street Montesano • 360-249-4611

From pet food to farming needs & more!

Montesano • 360-249-4611412 S. Main Street • Montesano • 360-249-4611412 S. Main Street • Montesano • 360-249-4611412 S. Main Street • Montesano • 360-249-4611

Voted Best 
Farm and 
Pet Store

Bark, Soil, Compost

COUPON

10% 
OFF
Excludes Fuel
Expires 11/30/22. 
Can’t be combined with 
other special o� ers. 
Coastal Currents Magazine.

2964 Kindred Avenue Tokeland, WA 98590
tokelandhotel.com

join us 
Breakfast & Lunch 8am-2pm

Supper 4pm-8pm
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Regional gifts, gallery, 
gourmet & artisan products.
Regional gifts, gallery, 
gourmet & artisan products.

Always fresh seafoodAlways fresh seafood
(360) 267-2911

Tokeland Marina
(360) 267-2911

Tokeland Marina

(continued)

and Cranberry Juice Cocktail owe their 
existence to Ocean Spray’s excellent 
product development.

Almost all Grayland cranberry farmers 
are Ocean Spray members. The co-op 
helps them stay competitive. In addition 
to Grayland, in Grays Harbor County, 
cranberry bogs are also located north of 
Hoquiam along the bay.

Grayland bog owner Bob Hitt explains 
the realities of cranberry farming: “A bog 
takes five years to produce a full crop. 
New hybrid berry varieties are being 
developed at research institutions, but 
also here in Grayland. The new Gregorki 
hybrid produces much higher yields and 
the new High Red hybrid produces better-
quality fruit. 

“Farmers must keep up with these 
developments. Drainage must be 
maintained, or wet years will ruin 
the crops. Ocean Spray implements 
regulations regarding independent 
sales. In return, they protect members 
with steady prices,” Hitt says.

Many of the Grayland bogs have been 
in families for generations. However, 
today the farmers find it hard to pass 
their bogs on to their children. It takes a 
person with a love for the land and hard 
work to raise a family in an isolated rural 
community.

The ones who do stay truly appreciate 
the beauty of the hidden cranberry 
coast and its cranberry culture. The 
Harvest Festival brings recognition and 
fun to the hardworking farmers. 

(continued on page 40)

R E C I P E  B O X

Cranberry Bars
12 oz. of whole cranberries (1 pkg.)
¾ cup water
1 cup white sugar
1 package yellow cake mix
¾ cup butter, melted
2 eggs 
1 cup rolled oats
¾ cup light brown sugar, packed
1 t. ground ginger
1 t. ground cinnamon

Combine the cranberries, water 
and white sugar in a saucepan and 
heat on medium. Cook for about 15 
minutes, stirring occasionally until 
all the cranberries have popped and 
the mixture is thick. Remove from 
the heat and set aside.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

Mix melted butter, eggs and cake 
mix into a large bowl. Then stir in the 
brown sugar, oats, cinnamon and 
ginger. Set aside about 1½ cups of 
the mixture, spreading the rest into a 
9 x 13-inch baking dish.  Pack down 
evenly to form a solid crust. Then 
spread the cooled cranberry mixture 
over the crust. Pinch off pieces of the 
remaining mixture and place over 
the cranberry layer evenly.

Bake for 35 to 40 minutes until the 
top is browned lightly. Cool for at 
least 40 minutes before cutting 
them into bars. Makes 24 bars. 

Photo by Laura Brydon



R E C I P E  B O X
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HOQUIAM  360-532-6120
915 Simpson Ave.

ABERDEEN  360-533-3761
217 N. Boone St.

We reserve the right to limit quantities • 
We accept debit cards, Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover, American Express & Quest cards • 
ATM available • www.swansonsfoods.com 
• Email ideas, requests & suggestions to 
swansons@swansonsfoods.com

OPEN 6am - 11pm
Your Grocer Since 1905

 *Excluding alcohol, tobacco products or lottery tickets. Not valid with any 
in-store coupon or senior discount day. 1 coupon per customer per day. Coastal 
Currents Magazine Coupon, Valid 9/1/22 to 11/30/2022 only.

                           

                           

SEPTEMBER • OCTOBER • NOVEMBER COUPONS
Valid 9/1/22 to 11/30/22

FREE  with $20 Minimum 
Purchase

 *Not valid with any in-store coupon or senior discount 
day. 1 coupon per customer per day. Coastal Currents 
Magazine Coupon, Valid 9/1/2022 to 11/30/2022

                           

                                                      

REWARDS!
Signing Up is Easy!

Just give us your phone 
number when you check out.

Get Rewarded right away!
100 pts. when you sign up

25 pts when you opt into 
exclusive o� ers by texting 

“SWANSONS” to  87573
25 pts. when you add an 

email to your account

*Visit store for more details

PLU #1905

WINE • BEER
SPIRITS

Fine Selection 
of Craft Beer

Gallon 
Darigold

MILK
PLU #1901

Select Varieties

WE DELIVER!  
Hoquiam 360-532-6120  
South Side  360-533-3761   
Call for details. Delivery fee applies.Call for details. Delivery fee applies.

Shop online
with Mercato

SwansonsFoods.com
Store pick-up or delivery available 

with online order

FREE  with $30 Minimum 
Purchase

FREE  with $40 Minimum 
Purchase FREE  with $50 Minimum 

Purchase

 *Not valid with any in-store coupon or senior discount 
day. 1 coupon per customer per day. Coastal Currents 
Magazine Coupon, Valid 9/1/2022 to 11/30/2022

 *Not valid with any in-store coupon or senior discount 
day. 1 coupon per customer per day. Coastal Currents 
Magazine Coupon, Valid 9/1/2022 to 11/30/2022

 *Not valid with any in-store coupon or senior discount 
day. 1 coupon per customer per day. Coastal Currents 
Magazine Coupon, Valid 9/1/2022 to 11/30/2022

C L I P  •  S H O P  •  S AV E

1 lb. Mothers
BUTTER

Whole               Rotisserie

CHICKEN
Whole               Rotisserie

PLU #1906

PLU #2006

PLU #1910
Dozen Large

EGGS

Your Entire Purchase*Your Entire Purchase*

1

Locals participate in the Bite of the Beach 
Cook-Off or the Big Berry Weigh in, a 
competition for the largest cranberry.

Some farmers grow the Pilgrim 
cranberry variety, which produces 
enormous berries the size of a large 
shooter marble, especially for the 
purpose of entering the Big Berry 
Weigh-In at the Festival.

(continued)

 Moving soon to 105 E Heron St (from 601 S. Boone St), Aberdeen  • 360-637-9285
Coastal Currents Magazine has no a�  liation with  The Daily World.Coastal Currents Magazine has no a�  liation with  The Daily World.

MINIATURES        TOYS & COLLECTIBLES        BOARD GAMES 

 WE BUY - SELL - TRADE

COMICS        GRAPHIC NOVELS        
TRADING CARD GAMES

The Harbor’s Largest Selection

How to attend the festival
If you visit Grayland on October 8-9, 
turn east on State Route 105. Then 
turn onto Cranberry Road to watch 
the beauty of the harvesters working 
on six miles of flaming-red bogs. 

Visit the Cranberry Market Place with 
vendors and live entertainment at 
the Grayland Community Hall, 2071 
Cranberry Road. 
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The Quinby family during the 2021 harvest in Grayland.

(continued on page 58)

Cranberry Relish
(Furford Cranberry Museum)

4 cups frozen cranberries
1 whole orange, unpeeled
2 cups sugar, or to taste
1 medium can crushed pineapple

Instructions
1. Grind cranberries and orange with peel.
2. Add sugar and pineapple.
3. Stir well. 
4. Put in containers to freeze, 
     or marinade for 2 weeks
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STORY BY CHRISTINE VINCENT 

             former Pacific Beach laundromat 
                 has recently become the new     
                    home of an art gallery. Now 
at 58 Main Street, the Sandphifer 
Gallery continues to attract visitors and 
customers to its surprising new home.

Owner Karin Phifer attributes some of 
her gallery’s success to the proximity 

of Seabrook. She explains the gallery’s 
existence by an adage from her native 
Germany: two fools, one idea. 

The two fools, Karin and Stephen Phifer, 
are a charming couple of artists whose 
unusual life stories converged in Tucson, 
Arizona. 

Karin was born in Darmstadt, Germany, 
of a German mother and an American 
father. Her grandmother and her 
mother were both artists.

She remembers her early childhood: “l 
sat on my mother’s lap, looking at art 
books – Emil Nolde, Renoir. There was 
nowhere to hide from the maternal DNA.”

At first, however, she followed her 
paternal DNA and became a journalist. 
Karin, with her passionate personality, 
often becomes attracted to a craft or art 
style, studies the technique in depth, 
then unleashes her creativity, exploding 
in prolific production.

One example is when she moved in 
1987 to Mobile, Alabama, where she 

became hooked on quilting. Soon after 
learning the technique, she started 
teaching. It wasn’t much later, in 1992, 
when she became the president of the 
Azalea City Quilters Guild.

In 1998, Karin became a student of 
renowned U.S. quilter Nancy Crow, 
whose work broke away from traditional 
quilting patterns. Influenced by 
Crow, Karin changed her style and 
began composing beautiful abstract 
compositions from pieces of fabric she 
embellished with drawings. 

In 2000, Karin moved to Tucson, Arizona, 
where she studied African drumming 
while creating and exhibiting her 
abstract textile compositions. Earlier 
in her life, at age 21, she had tried her 
hand at drawing fantasy creatures. 
In Tucson, she felt called to take up 
drawing again and to immerse herself 
in the technique. She could not afford 
to take drawing classes. Instead, she 
started modeling at The Drawing 
Studio, a renowned school, in classes 
taught by Paul Mohr.

THE SANDPHIFER GALLERY: 
Karin and Stephen Phifer’s not-so-foolish idea
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Stephen and Karin Phifer at their Pacific Beach gallery.
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“Without him I would not be where I 
am today,” she says. As she posed, she 
listened to his instruction and absorbed 
every word of it for 10 years!

Born in Minnesota, Stephen Phifer 
moved to Colorado at age 12. He 
enlisted in the service in 1970, thus 
avoiding being drafted for the Vietnam 
War and ending up in the infantry. He 
was trained as a helicopter mechanic. 
Eight years later, he left the service and 
changed direction – 180 degrees! 

Stephen, the helicopter mechanic, 
enrolled in dance and psychology at 
the University of Arizona. To support 
himself, he made jewelry, and he 
modeled at The Drawing Studio – just 
like Karin would many years later. His 
life had taken a decisive artistic turn. 

In 2001, Stephen and Karin, two 
teetotalers, met at a country western 
bar where Stephen asked Karin to 
dance. They married in 2004. 

In 2013 they moved to Pacific 
Beach, where they built a home and 
experienced creative growth. It’s also 
when the two fools had their one idea 
– opening the first Sandphifer Gallery in 
the summer of 2016 at a house on First 
Street. Then and now they exhibited 
their own work and that of select local 
artists. In spite of the less-than-ideal 
location, the gallery broke even financially, 
which they considered a success.

“I really could not call myself an artist 
until I started working on our house 
here in Pacific Beach,” says Stephen. “I 
did a lot of work myself to save money. 
One day, I was fencing and removed a 
root ball. I felt badly in need of doing 
something relaxing at the time and I 
started carving the root.”

“I like creating,” the artist explains, “I start 
out not knowing where I am going.”

Stephen sees an image in a root or a 
piece of driftwood, which he makes 
visible by carving and polishing. Most 

of his work borders on the abstract. He 
likes to inlay his carvings with stone – with 
striking effect. A series of wood-carved 
starfish, for example, are enhanced by 
turquoise and soapstone inlays. 

Karin points out that the beautiful 
remodeling of the new gallery building 
is mostly Stephen’s work. Together the 

(continued on page 44)
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Awareness of Space and Time, textile composition by 
Karin Phifer. 

Driftwood sculpture by Stephen Phifer.

Rope baskets by Karin Phifer.

Thomas Turtle, from the Blue Series by Karin Phifer.

Yoga Frog, driftwood sculpture by Stephen Phifer.

Photo on this page courtesy of Sandphifer Gallery

Elephants by Karin Phifer.



44                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 Fall 2022                                                                                 www.Coastal-Currents.com

couple has created a classy, uncluttered 
interior with lots of open space. The 
layout showcases the couple’s art in 
the most advantageous way. Stephen’s 
carvings can be viewed from all angles 
on freestanding shelves.

In addition to her beautiful abstract 
textile compositions, Karin is showing 
a profusion of colored pencil drawings 
and paintings of whimsical animals. 
She is finally utilizing the drawing 
techniques learned from Paul Mohr 

in Tucson. Her fish series is especially 
popular. Extremely prolific, she also 
sells acrylic paintings in large and mini-
canvas format as well as exquisite rope 
baskets and knitted scarves. 

Under the motto, “Art on Vacation,” 
Karin teaches two kinds of art classes. 
Each class consists of two, three-hour 
sessions for groups of three to six 
students. Students can choose between 

“Drawing Fundamentals” and 
“Sharmin Khan Style Canvas Art.” 

For more information on the 
classes, call (360) 276.5029, or 
email SANDPHIFER@gmail.com for 
availability. The Sandphifer Gallery’s 
hours change with the seasons. For 
the latest information, check out the 
Somewhat Fishy Facebook page or 
call the gallery.

Karin and Stephen Phifer (continued)

Jewelry by Karin Phifer.

Stephen Phifer sits at the wood desk he built for 
the Sandphifer Gallery.

Photo courtesy of Sandphifer Gallery
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Wood starfish by Stephen Phifer.
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8th Street Ale House
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207 8th St, Hoquiam • Sun. - Thurs. 11AM - 11PM • Fri. - Sat. 11AM - 1AM • 360-612-3455
Just off Simpson Ave on 8th Street in Hoquiam

Offering guests a cozy place 
to gather with friends and 
family to enjoy great food and 
drink -- indoors or outside in 
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See What's Happening at

WASHINGTON'S BEACH TOWN

CONCERTS
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SHOPS
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Scan this
QR Code to
learn more

SEPTEMBER 23 Steinway 
Celebratory Performance 
Friday, 7:30pm, $15
Featuring local pianists on our recently 
refurbished, rare Steinway “C” piano.

Visit www.ghc.edu/bishop for tickets
Grays Harbor College  1620 Edward P. Smith Drive, Aberdeen, WA 

OCTOBER 29 
Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Saturday, 11:00pm, $10
The fun begins at 11pm with a costume 
contest, movie begins at midnight.

NOVEMBER
 3, 4, 5, 6 
FALL DRAMA
Dog Sees God: 
Confessions 
of a Teenage 
Blockhead 
Th, F, S 7:30pm, 
Sun 2pm, $15

NOV 20 
Grays Harbor 
Symphony 
Sunday, 
7:00pm, $15
Conductor, Dr. 
William Dyer. 
Guest performer 
James Doyle on 
xylophone.

DECEMBER 17 & 18 
Grays Harbor Opera Workshop 
Sat 7:30pm, Sun 2pm, $12. 
Amahl and the Night Visitors and 
selections from Handel’s Messiah

DECEMBER 11 
Grays Harbor Civic Choir 
& Concert Band Sunday, 
2:00pm, $12

DECEMBER 3 • GHC Jazz • All shows LIVE at the Bishop Center!



STORY BY GAIL GREENWOOD AYRES
   
                         hile most people in Grays 
                       Harbor probably know John 
                     Hughes as the former 
longtime editor and publisher of The 
Daily World, after leaving the newspaper 
in 2008, Hughes embarked on another 
standout career. The Hoquiam resident 
still works–at 78–as the chief historian 
for the Office of Secretary of State in 
Olympia. In that role, he’s written more 
than a dozen books on Northwest 
history. This July he was honored with 
the placement of a star on the sidewalk 
in front of the Old World Building, in 
downtown Aberdeen.

During the dedication of his star, 
Hughes and his wife, Patsy, were joined 
by former Daily World staff members 
and other friends from the community. 
Hughes recalled his days working in 
the handsome brick building, first as a 
newspaper carrier and later as a reporter. 
(The Daily World moved to its current 

location at State and Michigan streets in 
1973.) Then Hughes, a longtime trustee 
of the Washington State Historical 
Society, gave a section-by-section 
history of Aberdeen from memory.  

Hughes’ passion for accurate reporting 
and lively, precise writing garnered 
him a reputation within the newspaper 
profession as an excellent writing coach. 
In fact, journalism instructors around 
the region often guided their graduates 
to The Daily World to hone their craft 
with the master editor. And, in 2004 he 
received the highest award of the state 
chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists for “distinguished service” to 
the profession. 

So, we asked Hughes to take a moment 
out of his still-busy writing schedule to 
share his wisdom and tips on becoming 
a better writer, as well as to learn a bit 
more about him.

Q. After 56 years as a writer and 
editor, what advice do you have for 
beginners or anyone who wants to 
be a better writer?

A . Buy Stephen King’s amazing book, 
On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft. “It’s 
a short book,” the bestselling author 
notes in a foreword, “because most 
books about writing are filled with 
bull****.” I couldn’t agree more. There’s 
no BS in King’s bare-knuckled book, 
which Time magazine calls one of the 
top 100 nonfiction books of all time. 
King’s fundamental advice is that if you 
want to be a writer, “you must do two 
things above all others: read a lot and 
write a lot.” 

My mother, a former teacher who 
studied literature at UC Berkeley, 
had me hooked on reading and 
writing before kindergarten. Then, 
as a 14th birthday present, she gave 
me a subscription to The New Yorker, 
the world’s greatest magazine. I was 
mesmerized by the writing—still am, 65 
years later—and the breadth of subjects 
covered in each issue, from presidential 
politics to the mating habits of 
meerkats. The great cartoons are like 
the croutons in a Caesar salad.

Q. What’s your favorite book? 

A . Joseph Heller’s Catch 22, a 
masterpiece that took him years to write 
because he revised it so painstakingly. 
My favorite nonfiction book is Murray 
Morgan’s Skid Road. Anything by Robert 
Caro or Tim Egan is also a master class in 
storytelling.

Q. For you, how much writing 
is “a lot”?

A . At least a thousand words a day, 
five days a week, with journal entries 
on weekends. That doesn’t mean all of 
those words are always worth keeping. 
Stephen King says you have to be 

Longtime newspaperman and prolific 
author John Hughes shares tips for writing

G R A Y S  H A R B O R
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Patsy and John Hughes



willing to “kill your darlings”—stuff 
you really like that, in the final brutal 
analysis, fails to propel the narrative. 
One of my typical 5,000-word oral 
history profiles goes through at least 
eight revisions. A teammate calls it 
“sanding.” That’s a good analogy.

My major project this year was a final edit 
of former governor Dan Evans’ long-
awaited autobiography. Together, we 
trimmed it by more than a third—100,000 
words. It wasn’t without pain.

Q. What’s the best writing 
assignment you’ve ever had?

A . Being a restaurant reviewer for the 
Northwest Best Places guidebook in the 
1990s. I helped travelers discover that 
Aberdeen boasted a superb Northern 
Italian restaurant: Pierre Gabelli’s 
hole-in-the wall Parma, where the boar 
rigatoni was sublime. In Montesano, 

Candi Bachtell’s Savory Faire elevated 
a turkey pesto sandwich to greatness. 
And the Ocean Crest at Moclips, happily 
still with us after all these years, has a 
menu to match the view.

Though I no longer get paid to eat, I 
still share restaurant reviews online. I’ve 
spent the past half-century in search 
of the best Neapolitan pizza in the 
Northwest. I found it a few weeks ago in 
an old coal town called Wilkeson in the 
foothills of Mount Rainier. Ask YouTube 
about “The Carlson Block,” salivate and 
get ready for a weekend road trip. That 

said, you can get still a great, gooey 
American-style pizza at Casa Mia in 
Hoquiam. I’m in a photo on the wall 
from 1960. 

Q. You’ve lived on the Harbor all your 
life. Did you ever consider leaving?

A . I had several offers over the 
years, notably from The Seattle Times. I 
jumped at the chance to become chief 
historian for the Office of the Secretary 
of State 14 years ago in part because I 
could just commute. There’s something 
about this place—warts and all—that 
has kept me here. 

The sad grittiness that’s so off-putting 
to visitors when they drive through 
threadbare downtown Aberdeen is 
offset by the area’s natural beauty 
and affordability. I live not far from 
Bowerman Basin in a house I couldn’t 

(continued on page 48)

John Hughes, Washington State’s chief historian, with former U.S. Senator Slade Gorton at the launch of his biography in 2012. Photo courtesy of John Hughes
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“ The decline of community 
journalism is an American 
tragedy. ... Now, practically no 
one is watching the store at 
city hall or the courthouse.”

– John Hughes



afford in Olympia, let alone Seattle. I like 
the people here too—for their resilience 
and honesty—though it worries 
me that I see so many signs, literally 
and figuratively, of bitter, feckless 
discontent. 

My biography of former U.S. Senator 
Slade Gorton is a highlight of my career. 
I believe it paints a vivid picture of a 
brilliant, complicated, controversial man 
unafraid to challenge leaders of his own 
party. Gorton was one of the first major 
office-holders in America to call for 
Nixon’s resignation over the Watergate 
coverup. Forty-six years later—appalled 
by Donald Trump’s attempt to “shake 
down” Ukraine’s president—Gorton said 
too many Republicans were betraying 
their country and the Constitution 
by refusing to confront the fact that 
the president should be impeached. 
Gorton’s deathbed request to his pastor 
during the 2020 presidential campaign 
speaks volumes about his patriotism. 
“What shall we pray about today?” the 
minister asked. “I’d like to pray for my 
country,” Slade said.

Q. You were famous in The Daily 
World newsroom for offering a Bob 
Dylan quote for practically any 

situation. Are you doing the same 
thing now at the State Library?

A . Absolutely. I saw Dylan at 
Carnegie Hall in 1963 when he could 
really sing. He now sounds like a frog 
with strep throat, but his poetry is still 
mesmerizingly topical. Consider this:

While preachers preach of evil fates
Teachers teach that knowledge waits
Can lead to hundred-dollar plates
Goodness hides behind its gates
But even the president of the United States
Sometimes must have to stand naked

Q. Of all the people you’ve 
interviewed over the years, who is 
the most memorable? 

A . Arnold Samuels of Ocean Shores, 
whose family narrowly escaped Nazi 
Germany in 1937. After high school in 
Brooklyn, Arnold returned to Europe as 
an American GI, working undercover 
behind enemy lines. He helped liberate 
the horrific concentration camp at 
Dachau. And at war’s end, served in the 
Counter Intelligence Corps with another 
22-year-old sergeant, Henry Kissinger. 
While researching Arnold’s life story, we 
discovered that he and Billy Joel had the 
same uncle!

Q. Any regrets?

A . I wish I could solve who killed 
Laura Law, the young labor activist 
brutally murdered in Aberdeen in 
1940. That story has haunted me since 
childhood when I first heard it from my 
uncle. He was a business agent with the 
International Woodworkers of America 
during that polarizing era.

I also wish I had the proverbial nickel 
for every time some one tells me how 
great The Daily World was back in my 
day. Often, they’re the same people 

John Hughes (continued)

John Hughes, far right, and the newsroom staff of The Daily World in the late 1980s.

Photo courtesy of John HughesHughes at the launch of his book, Korea 65, the Forgotten War Remembered.

Photo courtesy of John Hughes

48                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 Fall 2022                                                                                 www.Coastal-Currents.com



Books by John Hughes 
On the Harbor: From Black Friday 

to Nirvana 

Booth Who? A Biography of 
Booth Gardner 

Nancy Evans: First-Rate First Lady 

Lillian Walker, Washington State 
Civil Rights Pioneer 

The Inimitable Adele Ferguson 

Slade Gorton, a Half Century 
in Politics 

John Spellman: Politics Never 
Broke His Heart 

Pressing On: Two Family-Owned 
Newspapers in the 21st Century 

Washington Remembers World War II 

Korea 65, the Forgotten War 
Remembered 

1968: The Year that Rocked Washington 

Ahead of the Curve: Washington Women 
Lead the Way, 1910-2020 

Julia Butler Hansen, A Trailblazing 
Washington Politician 

who used to tell me it was “the daily 
disappointment,” never mind that our 
20-person news staff won a slew of 
awards every year. 

The decline of community journalism 
is an American tragedy. I retired from 
journalism because chain ownership’s 
insistence on extracting unconscionably 
high profits meant more and more 
layoffs. Advertisers and readers, 
meantime, bought into the notion that 
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Arnold Samuels with John Hughes.

In 2013, Hughes with John Spellman, former governor. Ph
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quality news ought to be available for 
free. Now, practically no one is watching 
the store at city hall or the courthouse. 
And social media is rampant with 
rumors, lies, fear and loathing. With 
no robust media to analyze political 
candidates’ true views, the toxic Kool-
Aid of deception is on tap by the gallon. 
I’m praying for my country.

Q. What have you learned in 
your 78 years?

A . Have a regular colonoscopy, 
take care of your back and keep your 
I-love-yous up to date.
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My goal is to assist 
you during one of the 
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you may have. I know 
because I’ve been there 
too, after losing my 
home in a fi re.

I will negotiate the 
claim and advocate on 
your behalf for a fair 
and just settlement 
for you.

I work exclusively 
for YOU. I’m a 
professional that 
represents your 
interests in settling 
your property 
insurance claim.

I can make a 
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Call me today!
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My diligence on your 
behalf can alleviate 
the stress of a 
complex process.

I will meet with you, 
review your insurance 
policy limits and 
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STORY & PHOTOS BY KATIE MCGREGOR

          ituated on Westhaven Drive,  
            just across the street from the 
Westport Marina, Aloha Alabama BBQ 
is hard to miss. The bright blue sign 
and orange trim make the building feel 
inviting and the employees inside only 
emphasize this feeling.

“We get a lot of customer feedback on 
our friendly staff,” says Patricia Bonina, 
who serves both as executive chef and 
general manager. “We want everyone to 
be treated like they’re family.”

Chef Bonina has been a part of Aloha 
Alabama since the establishment 
opened on the weekend of the 2015 
Rusty Scuppers Pirate Daze Festival. 
Originally from Oklahoma, she’s been 
cooking barbecue for most of her life.

“My dad and I did competitions back 
home. We would do lots of rib cookouts 
and make brisket and chili,” Bonina 
reminisces.

Aloha Alabama serves up tasty 
barbecue, warm hospitality

The hospitality in the South 
and Hawaii is very similar ...

  – Patricia Bonina

(continued on page 52)

Patricia Bonina, executive chef and general manager, recommends first-timers order a pulled pork sandwich.

The hot sauce wall beckons adventurous eaters.

W E S T P O R T
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She recommends that new customers 
try the juicy Pulled Pork Sandwich 
first because it showcases the special 
smoking process Aloha uses.

“We specialize in making traditional 
southern BBQ, cooked low and slow 
over a mix of applewood and kiawe 
wood smoke,” Brook Priest writes on 
Aloha’s website. The Hawaiian mesquite 
wood used in the dishes isn’t as harsh as 
traditional smoked wood.

Bonina says that the rub isn’t the only 
secret to good barbecue. “The wood is a 
huge part of it and just letting it smoke 
really slow and giving it time. Sometimes 
it’s 12 hours, sometimes it’s 14.”

Though meat is at the forefront of the 
menu, Aloha Alabama also offers a 
vegan burger, gluten-free options, and a 
series of fun cocktails to try.

Enter Aloha Alabama owners Brook 
and Jarl Priest, who respectively 
hail from Hawaii and Alabama. The 
three ended up being the perfect 
combination of knowledge and 
experience to bring genuine barbecue 
to Grays Harbor.

Brook and Jarl had already been 
conceptualizing the idea of Aloha 
Alabama for several years when they 
met Bonina through work. Once the 
right building became available, they 
immediately began turning their ideas 
into reality.

“The hospitality in the South and 
Hawaii is very similar, so she (Brook) 
wanted to keep that going by 
founding the Aloha,” says Bonina. 
The hospitality is just as central to 
the Aloha Alabama experience as the 
barbecue is.

Aloha’s menu currently boasts a large 
selection of mouthwatering barbecue 
dishes ranging from the Kalua Pork 
Poke Bowl to the Garlic Chicken Platter. 
Shortly after opening, the menu 
expanded beyond barbecue and now 
includes seafood options like Aloha’s 
bestselling Crispy Fish Tacos.

“I actually didn’t know much about 
seafood when I came to Washington. 
Razor clams were new to me,” chef 
Bonina says with a laugh.

We specialize in making 
traditional southern BBQ, 
cooked low and slow over 
a mix of applewood and 
kiawe wood smoke.

  – Brook Priest

Left: Todd Morena loads meat onto the smoker.
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Right next to the counter inside the 
restaurant are several large fridges with 
Aloha Market products. During Covid-19 
shutdowns, Aloha started offering 
picnic packages grab-and-go style. 

These meals work well for families 
camping in Westport and fishermen 
who spend weeks out on their boats. 
The food is fully cooked and can be 
eaten cold or heated up. 

They always have smoked pork and 
garlic chicken in these fridges along 
with a variety of side dishes such as 
coleslaw, Asian slaw, and mac and cheese.

A fun feature for those who dine-in is 
the “hot sauce wall” nestled in near the 
back left corner of the dining room. The 
shelves here display about two dozen 
unique hot sauce bottles ranging in 
heat level. Customers are welcome to 
help themselves to one that appeals to 
their tastes.

Many customers are surprised to find 
a barbecue restaurant in a small beach 
town. Aloha’s owners prioritize sourcing 
their meat locally and it is all smoked in 
the large smoker built into the back of 
the kitchen.

The result is mouthwatering and the 
extensive options on the menu make 
it impossible to visit Aloha Alabama 
just once.

Inside, the cozy surfboard-adorned 
eating area is a great place to enjoy a 
meal and the picnic tables under Aloha’s 
large outdoor tent are perfect for a 
warm summer day.

Catering is also an 
option for Grays 
Harbor residents. “We 
specialize in rustic beach 
weddings,” Bonina says. 
“A lot of people pick 
barbecue for weddings. 
It’s comforting and 
everyone likes it.”

Aloha Alabama 
is currently open 
Wednesday through 
Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. It gets busy, 
especially in the 
summer. Between local 
fishermen and traveling tourists the 
restaurant serves a steady stream of 
hungry customers.

“Even when we’re not open and 
working, we do a lot of volunteering. 
It’s not just about being a profitable 
restaurant. Nonprofit and charity (work) 
is important to us,” Bonina says. 

Aloha Alabama is currently working 
with South Beach Christian Outreach to 
serve food to those in need. Right now 

they serve food one Tuesday per month 
to about 250 people.

The restaurant also sponsors several 
local sports teams. “It’s definitely the 
best part of what we do. Giving back 
to the community is our number one 
goal and making this a great place for 
our families and employee’s families,” 
Bonina says.

During the summer, a lot of younger 
people, including Bonina’s and the 
Priests’ own kids, join the Aloha team. 
The adults make sure to help them out 
when they need it.

“We’ll mentor them if they’re getting 
their driver’s license or need help with 
academics. We make sure they can 
achieve their goals outside of work,” 
Bonina explains. 

Between stellar service, comforting 
barbecue, and locally sourced seafood 
Aloha Alabama has something for 
everyone. 

“Our goal is to always give excellent 
customer service with a touch of Aloha,” 
Bonina says.

More information about Aloha 
Alabama BBQ can be found online at 
www.alohaalabama.com and on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Aloha Alabama’s outdoor dining tent sits right across the 
street from the Westport Marina.

A pulled pork sandwich meal served with a Blue Hawaiian Cocktail.
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Does your Sign need
MAINTENANCE 
& CLEANING?
We can help make your 
business look new again

No sign too big 
or too small !

Call Scott!
360.532.8888
100 Industrial Parkway, Aberdeen

101 N. Broadway • Aberdeen • Corner of Market & Broadway • 360-538-1521 • Mon. - Fri. 8-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 11-5  

Grays Harbor’s most trusted resource for organic 
& natural foods for 40 years

Voted Best Health Food Store, 6 years in a row



STORY & PHOTOS BY JULIANA WALLACE

        rtist Jesse Middleton brings local 
            history to life, from the Carlisle 
School he attended as a boy to the 
logging industry and local landmarks 
like Billy’s Bar & Grill in 
Aberdeen, The Beehive 
in Montesano and 
the wreck of the 
S.S. Catala. The 
bright colors 
he loves invite 
viewers into a 
past that feels 
like home. 

“I want people 
to look at it and 
say, ‘Oh, I know 
what that is!’” he 
explains. “It’s a way 
to put them together, 
history and a place.”

In the 1950s, Middleton grew up in 
Carlisle, a tiny town northeast of Copalis 
Beach, where his father worked as a 
logger. In fact, as an adult he restored 
and lived in his former grade school. 
While attending Moclips High School, 
he took a job at the mill. Later, after 
serving in Vietnam, he spent years 

working for the railroad. All that local 
culture figures prominently in his art.

Although Middleton served as a Marine 
and a railroad man and worked in 
natural gas, art has played a constant 

role in his life from the age 
of three. That art took 

different forms 
through the 

years, from 
carving and 
painting 
to making 

jewelry and furniture and 
experimenting with different materials.

 “When I was in seventh grade, I took 
crayons on a cloth and used my mom’s 
iron,” he remembers, laughing. “It looked 
cool, but I got in trouble for it.”

His art teacher at Moclips High School, 
Miss Schumacher, encouraged him to 
try everything. He created wedding 
rings for teachers at the school, 
designed the school emblem for North 
Beach High School and enjoyed power 
saw carving for years, until the form 
became too popular for his taste.

In the late 1970s and 1980s, Middleton 
spent mornings drawing cartoons in the 
Oriole Café in Hoquiam. Zilla Moore, the 
café owner, set up a corner booth with 
his tablet and pens. Every morning, he 
would sit in the booth listening to the 
regulars tell stories around him while 
he drew. Over the years, his cartoons 

ARTIST  SPOTLIGHTJesse Middleton ARTIST

“If you stand still long 
enough, you might get 
painted, because I paint 
everything.”  – Jesse  Middleton
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Jesse Middleton shows one of his creations at a local event in 2019.

(continued on page 56)
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Jesse Middleton enjoys painting in his workshop in Cosmopolis surrounded by “toys” and more than half of a century of 
memories in art, antiques and classic cars, such as this 1936 Ford.

C O S M O P O L I S



covered the walls of the café. And 
when Moore died, the Polson Museum 
acquired some of them.

While Middleton has painted thousands 
of canvases through the years, he has 
also painted scenes on saw blades, parts 
of antique cars, wood burls, frying pans, 
a railroad tie plate and even the cast 
iron side plate from an old wood stove. 

“If you stand still long enough, you 
might get painted, because I paint 
everything,” he warns with a smile.

These days, Middleton focuses mainly 
on woodworking and painting, often 
completing a couple of paintings a day 
in his workshop in Cosmopolis. He sells 
at swap meets, shows in coffee shops 
and has paintings hanging in the North 
Beach Museum. But every piece is 
unique: no copies, no prints. 

“Whoever buys 
(one of my 
pieces) gets an 
original, the only one,” explains 
Middleton, who himself is an original 
with a gift for turning history into color 
and joy.

Jesse Middleton
(continued)

WASHES, DETAILS & WAXES  FOR CARS, SUV’S, TRUCKS, VANS, RV’S & TRAILERS

Serving Grays Harbor for over 8 years
Now under new ownership & management

360-533-8173 • 408 W Curtis St, Aberdeen, WA

Finish Line Car Care Finish Line Car Care
CO U P O NCO U P O N

Car Wash
$2 Off 

Expires 11/30/22 
Coastal Currents Coupon

Exterior Detail
or Interior Detail

$8 Off 
Expires 11/30/22 . Coastal Currents Coupon

Finish Line Car Care Finish Line Car Care
CO U P O NCO U P O N

Full Detail
$15 Off 

Expires 11/30/22 
Coastal Currents Coupon

Glare Bundle
$25 Off 

Expires 11/30/22 
Coastal Currents Coupon

1 coupon per service

56                   Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 Fall 2022                                                                                 www.Coastal-Currents.com



 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                               Fall 2022                                                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   57

In recent months, the dams that 
makes that mission possible have 
come under renewed attack by those 
who see dam removal as a path toward 
an energy system driven by wind and 
solar generation. Numerous studies 
predict a surge in costs and a drop in 
reliability if hydroelectricity is replaced 
by these new energy resources. 
The abundance of hydropower in 
Washington state means there is 
time to perfect those new resources. 
Only then, should dam removal be 
considered as an option. Protecting 
eight decades of affordable, reliable 
energy and working for Washington’s 
clean energy future, is just another way 
your Grays Harbor PUD works for you.

360 532 4220
www.ghpud.org

Our Mission is service at the lowest practical cost

Lighthouse
OCTOBER

Add a SHAKE
to any basket 

    50% OFF
Valid 10/1/22 to 10/31/22
Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon

One Coupon per Visit

                                          All coupons --- Only one coupon per customer per visit.  Must be the original coupon. Not valid with any other o� er or promotions.

O P E N  DA I LY  1 1  -  7
2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  Ave
A b e rd e e n ,  WA  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1         

            CHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURS
      8 5 0  Po i n t  B row n  Ave  N E
 O c e a n  S h o re s  ,  WA  •  ( 3 6 0 )  9 4 0 - 7 9 9 9         

Lighthouse
SEPTEMBER

$1 OFF
                        any 

Burger Basket
Valid 9/1/22 to 9/30/22
Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon

One Coupon per Visit

50% OFF
Valid 10/1/22 to 10/31/22
Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon

One Coupon per Visit

2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  Ave
A b e rd e e n ,  WA  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1         

CHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURSCHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURS
      8 5 0  Po i n t  B row n  Ave  N E
 O c e a n  S h o re s  ,  WA  •  ( 3 6 0 )  9 4 0 - 7 9 9 9         

$1 OFF
Burger Basket

Valid 9/1/22 to 9/30/22
Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon

50% OFF
Valid 10/1/22 to 10/31/22
Coastal Currents Magazine CouponBurger Basket

CHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURSCHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURS
      8 5 0  Po i n t  B row n  Ave  N E

50% OFF        50% OFF
Valid 10/1/22 to 10/31/22
Coastal Currents Magazine CouponBurger Basket

            CHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURSCHECK FACEBOOK FOR HOURS            

Lighthouse
NOVEMBER
BOGO Buy 1 

Anchor w/Cheese

Get 1 FREE
Valid 11/1/22 to 11/30/22

Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon
One Coupon per Visit

You can 

Order Online!

lighthousedrivein.com

or download our 

app on google or 

apple store.

the 
shake

All Wrapped Up
110 Pioneer Ave E. . Montesano

360.249.6694         www.AllWrappedUp.cafe

Friday Night Flights! SEPT 9 & 23
High Tea! SEPT 11•OCT 2•NOV 6
3 seatings 11am, 1pm, 3pm • $15 • 3 courses
High Tea with Santa! DEC 4
4 seatings 10am, 12pm, 2pm, 4pm • $20

Reserve ahead at www.AllWrappedUp.cafe

Coffee House & 
Bakery

Look for the winter issue of 
Coastal Currents Magazine in 
your mailbox on December 1.
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WWW.EXTREMEFUNCENTERS.COM
360-637-8093 | 901 S BOONE ST. ABERDEEN, WA 98520

 ***CCSCN22***

GLOW PARTIES
NOW BOOKING

Give Us a Thumbs Up for FREE POOL!
• Li ve Music! •

• Bar Stool Bingo & Tr i v ia •
• Karaoke •

• Dr ink Specia ls •
• Specia l t y Local Brews •

Ask about our signature mixed drink, 
the “RED HEADED STEP-CHILD” 
& get a discount on your 1st! 

823 W. 1st Street, Aberdeen . 360-612-3247
Must be 21+ to enter

On Saturday, purchase a bog tour ticket 
and take the bus to the Reickenberger 
Farm. The bus will have a tour guide.

In the evening, watch the Firefly 
Parade sponsored by the Grayland Fire 
Department.

On Sunday, participate in or watch 
“Jog the Bog and Beach.” Beginning at 
9 a.m., 10K and 5K runs and a 3K walk 
are scheduled.  (To register for “Jog the 
Bog,” go to westportgrayland-chamber.
org and look under pdfs, 2021-Bog-Jog 
Registration.) 

Purchase organic cranberries and 
cranberry jam at Plenty Farm, 2247 
Smith Anderson Road, Grayland. Check 
out their Facebook page at PlentyFarm.

Visit the Furford Cranberry Museum and 
Cranzberry Gift Shop, 2395 State Route 
105, Grayland; 760-492-4274. More 

information about the Furford Picker is 
available at furfordpicker.com.

To register for the Cranberry Festival 
Bite of the Beach Cook-Off, go to the 
westportgrayland-chamber.org website 
and look under pdfs, Cranberry.

The up-to-date festival schedule 
of events can be found online at 
westportgrayland-chamber.org 

R E C I P E  B O X

Vegan Cranberry Loaf
(Christine Vincent)

Ingredients
2 cups (240 g) white whole wheat flour 
2/3 cup (133 g) raw sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
pinch of salt
1 cup apple juice
A few drops of orange essential oil
1/2 cup (113 g) melted coconut oil
1 cup (129 g) fresh or frozen cranberries

Instructions
1. Melt coconut oil and cool.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
    Lightly grease a 9 x 5 loaf pan.
3. Mix the flour, sugar, baking powder, 
    baking soda and salt; stir to combine.
4. Add the coconut oil, apple juice and 
    orange oil.
5. Pour batter into greased loaf pan.
6. Bake for 50 – 55 minutes.
7. Remove from oven, let cool in the 
    refrigerator for one day before slicing.
8. Enjoy!

(continued from page 40)
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 Libraries (continued from page 12)

Fisher and others, adorn various library 
branches throughout Grays Harbor. 
And, several of the libraries make 
a point to showcase local artists in 
temporary exhibits as well.   

Each of the Grays Harbor Timberland 
libraries has something unique to offer 
with the personality of the community 
and the library managers and staff 
displayed at each branch.  

“In Elma, I think the library is the hub of 
the community,” said manager Dee Depoe, 
who has been a librarian for 43 years, the 

How to get a library card
Getting a library card for the 
Timberland Regional Library 
System is free, fast and easy.

First, those eligible to apply for library 
cards must either live in, own property 
in, go to school or work in Timberland’s 
five-county service area, which includes 
Grays Harbor, Pacific, Mason, Lewis 
and Thurston counties. (Within this 
five-county area, some cities have 
not contracted or annexed for library 
services so they must pay a non-resident 
fee for a regular card. In Grays Harbor 
County, the only area that is not part of 
the TRL system is Ocean Shores.)

Second, you can either go into a 
library branch to apply or print out an 
application online.  Take in the filled-out 
application along with a piece of ID, 
such as a driver’s license. If the form of 
ID doesn’t include your address, simply 
bring a piece of mail, a checkbook, a 
rental agreement or similar document 
showing your address. Children under 
18 years old can receive a card with a 
parent’s or guardian’s verification of 
identity and address.  

Or, you can walk into any branch library 
with some identification and ask a 
librarian to help you sign up for a card. 
They’d love to help. Besides, September 
is National Library Card Sign-up month! 
For more information, visit www.trl.org. 

314 Alder St., Raymond, WA • 360.942.4150
(corner of HWY 101 & SR 6)  Open Daily 10am - 4pm

Fun for all ages! www.nwcarriagemuseum.org

Over 60 vehicles & Artifacts from the 19th Century

www.tokelandnorthcove.com
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last five in Elma. She is eager to start up 
in-person programming in September 
after a long Covid-induced hiatus.

Excitement for the return of in-person 
programming is a common sentiment 
among the librarians. Story hours will 
likely be the first to resume, followed by 
other parts of the TRL System’s rich and 
varied programming, such as authors’ 
talks, storytellers, kids’ shows, live 
musical groups and book reviews.  

The Timberland Regional Library has 
an extensive, up-to-date, interactive 
website at trl.org. To find out about a 
specific branch or program, go to www.
trl.org and click “Locations.”   

H A R B O R  B L O O M S
Vo t e d  B e s t  F l o r i s t  i n  G r a y s  H a r b o r

118  E .  H e r o n  S t r e e t ,  A b e r d e e n 
360 .532 .0300 • harborb looms . com



Mention you saw the ad in Coastal Currents Magazine!

360.533.7372  
1.866.706.3444 

ABERDEEN • 100 Hagara Road
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm 
Saturday 8am - 2pm

Washed Concrete Sand 
Basic garden & construction sand 
derived from river sand.

$33
per yard

Pea Gravel ⅜”  
Round rock used for drainage or 
pathway surface.

$33
per yard

Top Soil
Screened 3 way blend. This rich mixture 
is highly recommended and perfect for 
growing vegetables, � owers, and lawn 
applications

$38
per yard

Drain Rock 1½”
Large round rock used for drainage 

work & also for decorative rock.

$33
per yard

2” to 6” Oversize 
Drain Rock

$40
per yard

⅝” Minus 
Crushed Gravel

Crushed rock for driveways & 
base material under most 

concrete construction.
$35
per yard

Red Lava Rock
1/2” to 1” red volcanic pumice stone used 

for decorative contrast in the landscape.
*Aberdeen Store Only.

$60
per yard

Ground Cover Bark
Bark 3/8” to 7/8” in size 

& is void of any � nes.

$26
per yard

$35
per yard

1 ¼” Minus 
Crushed Gravel
Crushed rock for driveways & base 
material under most concrete construction

ELMA • 91 Schouweiler Road
RAYMOND • 2835 Ocean Avenue
Limited to stock on hand. Prices subject to change.

www.BayviewRediMix.com   
We Deliver • Or we will 
load your Pick-up truck

Garden Compost
Dairy manure, � ne mulch and a 
hint of sand.  

$36
per yard

BAYVIEW REDI MIX

Beautify Your Landscape!
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SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 1, 2, 3 . Seabrook Town Tour . 
Join town co- founder and CEO Casey Roloff . 11am 
at the Sales Office 204 Market Street

SEPTEMBER 2 . ‘First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen Art Center . Enjoy live music & food, 
while viewing art in the galleries.

SEPTEMBER 2 . Seabrook Sunset Concerts . 
6-8pm . Live music in Sunset Amphitheater Park 

SEPTEMBER 2, 3, 4 . A.A.O.S. Arts & Crafts 
Festival . Ocean Shores Convention Center 
Presented by Associated Arts of Ocean Shores. Free

SEPTEMBER 2-5 . Labor Day Weekend 
Chainsaw Carve . Ocean City Marketplace 
Dozen carvers. Carved bears to driftwood coffee 
tables. Saturday charity auction.

SEPTEMBER 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 . Elma’s Friday 
Market . 12pm - 6pm . At Chamber of Commerce

SEPTEMBER 3 . Seabrook’s Saturday Market . 
11am - 4pm . Produce, food, art, handcrafts 

SEPTEMBER 3 . Seafood Festival & Craft 
Show . Westport . A family feast with fresh fish, 

oysters and more. Live music and local crafts.

SEPTEMBER 3 . ‘The Time Machine’ . 7th St. 
Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . movie from 1960

SEPTEMBER 3 . CORVETTES AT THE MARINA . 
Westport docks

SEPTEMBER 3, 17 . Market by the Sea . 
Ocean Shores Lions Club .  Featuring local 
farmers and artisans

SEPTEMBER 4 . The Stowaway Market Street 
Wine Walk . Seabrook . 1pm - 4pm . Twelve 
local wineries and two breweries from the region 
are hosting tastings . $50 per person, $65 VIP

SEPTEMBER 3 & 4 . KelperFest . Pacific 
Beach & Moclips . Live music, merriment, arts. 
Saturday: Pancake Breakfast at Fire District #8 . 
Music at Pacific Beach with Juliet Tango, Sunrust & 
Bandit, 3:30pm - 10pm. Sunday: parade at noon, 
Tug-of-war on the beach, Pacific Beach vs Moclips    

SEPTEMBER 4, 11, 18, 25 . Aberdeen Sunday 
Market . E. Heron & State streets . 10am- 3pm . 
Produce, art, vendors, live music.

SEPTEMBER 9 - 11 . Furvana . Ocean Shores 
Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 10 . Logger’s Playday . Hoquiam 
. Parade at noon . old time logging competition 
and show in the evening.

SEPTEMBER 10 . McCleary Museum Yard Sale 
& City Wide Garage Sale . McCleary

SEPTEMBER 10, 17, 24 . Mushroom Foraging 
Classes . Seabrook . 11am - 1pm, Learn about 
choice edible mushrooms and where to find them. 
Paid admission, reserve ahead.

SEPTEMBER 16, 17 . ‘Batman’ . 7th St. 
Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . 1989 movie

SEPTEMBER 16-17 . Artist Faire . 10am . 
Cranberry Museum in Grayland

GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  ART • MUSIC • THEATER • FESTIVALS

Voted: Best Restaurant • Favorite Breakfast Voted: Best Seafood Restaurant • Best Chowder
Best Seafood Market • Best Fish & Chips

Featuring Brick Burgers! 1/2 lb patty 
served your way on a fresh toasted Torta Bun.

Restaurant & Fresh Fish Market Delicious clam chowder, 
hand breaded � sh & chips and a variety of fresh seafood salads. 

322 E. Heron St., Aberdeen • 360-533-7144 306 South F St., Aberdeen • 360-532-5693

Open 7 days a week for breakfast, 
lunch & dinner. Open Daily at 10:00am • Outdoor Dining

Orders to go!

Order on ChowNow 
or Doordash!

Prime Rib Friday Nights!
Regional & local rotating Microbrews. 
Full list of signature cocktails.

Beer, wine 

& canned 

cocktails.

(continued on page 63)

Whale of a Quilt Show
See 100’s of beautiful handmade quilts

Sea Pal Quilters • Ocean Shores Convention Center • Ra�  e

September 16-18, 2022  
Fri. & Sat. 10-5pm, Sun. 10-3pm, $5 admission
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the 99th
Kitsap
Fair and STAMPEDE

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

1300 NW Fairgrounds Rd, Bremerton

www.kitsapfair.org

Always THE last full week of augusT

Plan now to attend the 100th Kitsap Fair 
and Stampede in 2023!

. You like Weed…
. You like Money…

. Want more of Both…?
Look us up at: allbud.com

 5675 US Hyw 12, ELMA 98541
360-861-4300
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SEPTEMBER 16-18 . 25th Annual 30 Miles of 
Junque . Garage Sales Galore . South Beach

SEPTEMBER 17 . 50th Annual Operation 
Shore Patrol . Beach clean-up . 4x4 sponsored

SEPTEMBER 18 . Lake Sylvia Fall Festival . 
Lake Sylvia State Park . Montesano . Artist 
Market, live music, food vendors, children’s show, 
kayak paddle, historic talk, trail races, nature 
education, family activities. 8am - 3pm 

SEPTEMBER 23  . Steinway Celebratory 
Performance . Bishop Center . Aberdeen . 
Grays Harbor College . 7:30pm . Featuring local 
pianists on the refurbished, rare Steinway “C” piano

SEPTEMBER 24 . Monte Brew Fest . 
Montesano . Beer, wine, food, live music and a 
cornhole tournament with cash prizes

SEPTEMBER 24 . Reach the Beach WA . Enjoy a 
flat and fast century bicycle ride, Lacey to Westport. 
Choose 25, 44, 77, 100 or 3-mile family friendly 
loop . Pre-register, raise funds for lung health

SEPTEMBER 24 . Habitat for Humanity 
Dinner & Auction . Hoquiam Grand Central 
Event Center . 6 - 9pm

SEPTEMBER 25 . Sunday Afternoon Live . 
Raymond Theater . ‘Small Glories, a Canadian 
folk duo with forceful vocals and sweet harmonies

SEPTEMBER 30 . Lady Washington . 
Aberdeen . Sailing on the tall ship . 2pm-4pm

SEPTEMBER 30 . Driftwood Players perform 
‘All My Sons’ . Aberdeen . Friday 7:30pm 

OCTOBER
OCTOBER 1 . Bigfoot Brewfest . Seabrook . 
12pm - 6pm . Growler’s Alley in Seabrook will be 
full of great drinks – regional breweries, cideries 
and distilleries, food, and live music 

OCTOBER 1 . ‘The Godfather’ . 7th Street 
Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . movie from 1972

OCTOBER 1-2 . Urban Unglued More Freaks 
at the Beach . Ocean Shores Convention Center

OCTOBER 1, 7, 8, 11, 14, 15, 16 . ‘All My Sons’  
. Aberdeen . Driftwood Players performance . Fri., 
Sat. 7:30pm, Sun. & Tues. 1:30pm

OCTOBER 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 . Mushroom 
Foraging Classes . Seabrook . 11am - 1pm, 
Learn about choice edible mushrooms and where to 
find them . Paid admission, reserve ahead

OCTOBER 1, 15 . Market by the Sea . Ocean 
Shores Lions Club .  Local farmers and artisans

OCTOBER 7 . ‘First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen Art Center . Enjoy live music & food, 
while viewing art in the galleries

OCTOBER 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 . “Honky Tonk 
Hissy Fit, A Doublewide Texas Sequel” 
. Ocean Shores Lion’s Club . Stage West 
Community Theatre 

OCTOBER 8, 9 . Cranberry Harvest Festival 
. Grayland Community Hall . Bog tours, 
cranberry cook-off, vendors, arts, music and firefly 
parade. Sunday morning: Jog the bog10K, 5K, 3K 

OCTOBER 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 29 . Haunted Barn 
. Elma Fairgrounds

OCTOBER 22 . Grays Harbor Historical 
Seaport . Aberdeen . Annual fundraising gala . 
Participate in a murder mystery dinner & auction

OCTOBER 28 . Fall Festival . Elma

OCTOBER 18- 23 . Galway Bay’s Celtic Music 
Feis . Ocean Shores . 25 bands, 9 stages (see ad 
on pg 30) . Galway Bay Pub & OS Convention Center

OCTOBER 28, 29 . ‘Willow’ . 7th Street 
Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . movie from 1988

OCTOBER 29  . Rocky Horror Picture show 
. Bishop Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor 
College . 11pm . Costume contest & movie 

OCTOBER 29 - 30 . Habitastic Kids Carnival 
& Haunted House Combo . Hoquiam Grand 
Central Event Center . 11am - 7pm, 11am - 5pm 

NOVEMBER
NOVEMBER 3, 4, 5 . Fall Drama: Dog Sees 
God: Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead 
. Bishop Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor 
College . 7:30pm, Sunday 2pm 

NOVEMBER 4 . ‘First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen Art Center . Enjoy live music & food, 
while viewing art in the galleries

NOVEMBER 5 . ‘High Noon’ . 7th Street 
Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . movie from 1952

NOVEMBER 5, 12 . Mushroom Foraging 
Classes . Seabrook . 11am - 1pm,  Learn about 
choice edible mushrooms and where to find them . 
Paid admission, reserve ahead

GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  ART • MUSIC • THEATER • FESTIVALS

29th ANNUAL

CRANBERRY
H A R V E S T
F E S T I VA L

The most cranberries you’ve 
ever seen in one place!

Watch a harvest in action!

Cranberry cook-off!

Jog the Bog fun run!
   S AT U R D AY 

October 8 10AM - 5PM
   S U N D AY 

October 9 10AM - 3PM

Grayland 
Community Hall
2071 Cranberry Rd. 
Grayland

Westport-Grayland 
Chamber of 
Commerce

(continued on page 64)
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*Mention this Coastal Currents ad to receive the special o� er!
  Bonus value only good for rides and games. Expires 11/30/22

752 POINT BROWN AVE NE | OCEAN SHORES  | 360-289-0572 | Mon - Th 11am - 5pm | Fri, Sun 10am - 5pm | Sat 10am - 6pm

NOVEMBER 11 . Veteran’s Day Memorial & 
Parade . Elma . 11am

NOVEMBER 11 . Veteran’s Day Concert . 
Hoquiam . 7th Street Theatre . 2pm and 7pm

NOVEMBER 19, 20 . Country Christmas 
Bazaar . Elma . Grays Harbor County Fairgrounds 
. Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun., 10am - 3pm . 43rd Annual

NOVEMBER 20  . Grays Harbor Symphony 
. Bishop Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor 
College . 7pm . Ellington for the Holidays . Guest 
percussionist James Doyle on xylophone

NOVEMBER 24 . Seabrook Turkey Trot . 9am . 
3k family-friendly fun run. Walk, run, jog, or trot!

NOVEMBER 25, 26 . Nunsense 2: ‘The 
Second Coming’ . Aberdeen . Driftwood Players 
performance . Friday, Saturdays 7:30 pm

NOVEMBER 25, 26 . ‘Rise of the Guardians’ 
7th St. Theatre . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . 2012 movie

NOVEMBER 25 - 27 . Winter Fanta-Sea . 
Ocean Shores Convention Center

DECEMBER
DECEMBER 1 . GHC Jazz Concert . Bishop 
Center . Aberdeen . Grays Harbor College . 7pm 

DECEMBER 2 . ‘First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen Art Center . Music, food, art!

DECEMBER 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11 . Nunsense 2: 
‘The Second Coming’ . Aberdeen . Driftwood 
Players . Friday, Saturdays 7:30 pm, Sundays 1:30pm

DECEMBER 3 . Ho Ho Hoquiam . Celebrate the 
holidays with many events

DECEMBER 3 . Santa by the Sea . Westport 
Marina . 10:30am. Marina & Maritime Museum.

DECEMBER 3 . Winterfest . Aberdeen . Holiday 
festivities, live music, Santa, gingerbread house 
contest, food & more 

DECEMBER 3 . ‘National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation’ . 7th Street Theatre . 
Hoquiam . 7:30pm movie from 1989

DECEMBER 3 - 4 . Harbor Dice Con . Ocean 
Shores Convention Center

DECEMBER 10 . Festival of Lights . 
downtown Montesano . Many holiday events 
around town and evening parade

DECEMBER 11 . Grays Harbor Civic Choir & 
Concert Band . Bishop Center . Aberdeen . 
Grays Harbor College . 2pm

December 17, 18 . Grays Harbor Opera 
Workshop . Bishop Center . Aberdeen . 
Grays Harbor College . Sat. 7:30pm, Sun. 2pm 
Amahl and the Night Visitors and selections 
from Handel’s Messiah. 

More events to come. Winter issue will be in 
your mailbox around December 1.

GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  ART • MUSIC • THEATER • FESTIVALS

December 3 &  4 
Artisan Faire

Fair trade gift items from Ukraine, Haiti, US & more  
Loli Gai’s Cheesecakes. Artisan Patisserie

at Ocean Shores Lions Club
832 Ocean Shores Blvd NW

The net proceeds to North Beach Medical Equipment

Ocean Shores
Saturday Sunday
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RESIDENTIAL  |  MULTIFAMILY  |  COMMERCIAL  |  LAND  |  PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

1915 Simpson Avenue, Aberdeen, Washington 98520 
Real Estate: 360-532-2610 | Property Management: 360-532-2635
www.FirstHarborRealEstate.com  |  FirstHarborRealEstate@gmail.com

Professional service you can trust,experience that gets results.

CALL or 

STOP BY 

TODAY!

FirstHarbor1/4.indd   1FirstHarbor1/4.indd   1 5/15/22   3:35 PM5/15/22   3:35 PM

360-533-8875

With Coupon. Expires 11/30/22. Coastal Currents Coupon - Michael’s Meat Shack. Not good with other discounts .

C O U P O N

ANGUS GRAIN-FED NEW YORK STEAK

Simple Steps to Digging

1 Contact your state’s One Call center by dialing 811 at 
least 2 business days before you want to dig.

2 Wait for a Cascade Natural Gas & other respective utilities 
representative to mark their underground facilities using 
paint, � ags, and/or stakes.

3 Con� rm that all facilities have been marked. If you know 
or believe that facilities have not been properly marked, 
you must make another call to the One Call center before 
beginning any excavation work.

4 Use caution when digging near underground facilities; 
obey safe excavating practices and state laws.

www.cngc.com

WINTER
STORAGE

Do you need indoor storage for your 
boat, RV or vehicle?

October 1 – April 30
https://pacifi ccountyfair.com/winter-storage/

5 Fair Lane, Raymond, WA  
Located 6 miles east of Raymond 

on Hwy 6 in Menlo.
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223 Market Street
Seabrook
360.276.2242

Family friendly.

Locally 
sourced 
ingredients 
& craft 
cocktails

Come 
see our 
new bar
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gredients, baked in a real brick oven

Delicious 
Pizza

We serve beer, wine & incredible desserts!        

Mention these special offers when you 
 -- no coupon clipping needed!

Order Online at www.CascadePizzaElma.com or call 360-482-2006

We Deliver to Montesano, 
Elma, McCleary, Oakville, 
Porter, Malone & Central Park
Banquet Room Seating 
For Safe Distancing 203 Main St. • Elma

O P E N S U N DAY -  T H U R S DAY: 11AM - 9PM   •    F R I DAY -  S ATURDAY 11AM - 10PM

DINE-IN • DELIVERY • TAKE-OUT • HOME BAKE • BIG SCREEN T V • BANQUET ROOM

Apple Pie • Cheesecake • Cinnamon Rolls • Chocolate Cake
Desserts by the slice or whole. House made daily.

  Mom’s Daughters’
    Homemade Apple Pie
    Just $9.99 with any purchase

In� ation Fighter
12” 2-Topping
PIZZA
$1299

Price
Buster!

  Homemade Spaghetti 
& Meatball Dinner

with Garlic Roll 
JUST

$699


