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Nį̄ šoc Nįgešąną

In recognition of the upcoming Memo-
rial Day Holiday, our masthead scene for 
this edition of the Winnebago Indian News 
features the Winnebago Veterans Asso-
ciation, carrying the honor guard colors 
during grand entry at the 156th Annual 
Winnebago Homecoming Celebration 
Powwow at Veteran’s Memorial Park in 
Winnebago, NE. This year was post-pan-
demic, and the powwow was held from 
July 28th through July 31st, 2022.

By: Native American Rights Fund

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, 
represented by the Native American 
Rights Fund (NARF), Big Fire Law & 
Policy Group LLP, and Cultural Heritage 
Partners, PLLC is celebrating a May 14, 
2026, decision by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fourth Circuit vacating the 
lower court’s dismissal and holding that 

NAGPRA Applies to Winnebago Children’s Remains

the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) applies 
in Winnebago v. Department of the Army. 
The ruling allows the Tribe to proceed 
with its lawsuit against the U.S. Army 
seeking repatriation of the remains of 
Samuel Gilbert and Edward Hensley, two 
Winnebago boys who died at the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School more than 125 
years ago.

In the Fourth Circuit’s first decision 
interpreting NAGPRA, the court rejected 
the government’s argument that NAGPRA 
does not reach Native children buried 
without consent in the Carlisle boarding 
school cemetery and held that NAGPRA’s 
repatriation protections can apply there. 
The court recognized that these remains 

Current and former Winnebago Tribal leaders with legal counsel at the 4th Circuit court house, September 2025.

By Bethani Redhorn
Photographs courtesy of WPS & LPTC

[Winnebago, NE] The local community 
marked a monumental weekend of academic 
success on Saturday, May 9, 2026, as Little 
Priest Tribal College (LPTC) hosted their 
spring commencement ceremony and Win-
nebago Public School (WPS) hosted their class 
of 2026 graduation ceremony. The double 
milestone brought families, friends, tribal lead-
ers, community members, and elders together 
to honor the dedication, cultural grounding, 
and future ambitions of a record-breaking class 
of both college and high school graduates.

Graduation season in Winnebago is a time 
for unity, pride, and shared achievement; it is a 
time where accomplishments of every student 
are felt across the entire community. This 
season serves as a powerful bridge between 
generations, blending modern academic mile-
stones with the deep-rooted cultural values of 
resilience and communal support that define 
the Winnebago Tribe.

The day began at 11:00 AM with the 
Little Priest Tribal College Commencement 
Ceremony, held inside the Fine Arts Theatre 
at Winnebago Public School. LPTC proudly 
conferred 46 degrees and certificates to the 
largest graduating class in the college’s history 
with 18 students receiving their Associates, 6 
students receiving diplomas, and 30 students 

Caps Off to the 
Class of 2026!

By Bethani Redhorn
Photograph courtesy of Carmelita Parker

[Winnebago, NE] An official National 
Weather Service (NWS) storm assessment 
has confirmed that a verified EF-1 
tornado struck the village of Winnebago, 
Nebraska, on the evening of Sunday, 
May 17, 2026. The tornado was part of a 
violent, multi-day severe weather outbreak 
stretching from May 15-18 across eastern 
Nebraska and western Iowa, which 
produced destructive straight-line winds, 
giant hail, and a cluster of regional 
tornadoes. Despite severe property 
destruction, no fatalities were reported in 
Winnebago due to rapid alert systems and 
decisive emergency response actions.

The storm cells began triggering severe 
weather alerts across the surrounding 
areas on early Sunday morning. Around 
4:00 AM, the NWS issued initial storm 
system notifications to local emergency 
agencies. Independent online storm 
chasers (including Max Velocity) 
noted the danger and issued immediate 
warnings to residents just before local 
impact, noting that the rotation developed 
incredibly fast. The storm rapidly 
intensified as it approached Thurston 
County, touching down in Winnebago at 
7:19 PM for 3 minutes.

The tornado carved a path length 
of approximately 1.8 miles through 

NWS Confirms Tornado in Winnebago

Winnebago, reaching max wind 
speeds of 95 mph. Because of its high 
elevation and lack of valley protection, 
the neighborhoods located south of 
Winnebago bore the brunt of the storm’s 
intensity. High-velocity debris punctured 
buildings, including one confirmed 
report of a 2x4 wooden beam completely 
embedded into a residential roof. Multiple 
homes suffered roof and fence damage. 
Extreme wind gusts shattered vehicle 
windshields and sent trampolines, 
outbuildings, and shed materials flying. 
Widespread uprooted and snapped trees 
severed power lines, plunging large 
sections of the community into immediate 
electrical blackouts.

The deep personal and cultural impact of 
the storm was highlighted by Winnebago 
Elder and Veteran Larry Payer, who 
recounted witnessing a dark, maroon-
tinted sky and clouds colliding just before 
fleeing to the basement with his wife, 
Charlotte. They heard two massive sonic 
booms as the tornado passed over, which 
stripped everything into a vortex of flying 
dust. The reported damages included the 
baseball field bleachers entirely into center 
field, many of the trees were uprooted 
across town, the longstanding grain bins 
were crushed, and the roof to one of 
Larry’s bedrooms being torn open, ruining 

Con’t. on page 2...  

On May 21st, the Winnebago Com-
prehensive Healthcare System held 
their annual Spiritual Walk. Located at 
the Big Screen, community members 
had a chance to recharge and refocus 
alongside other attendees. 

On May 20th, the Kikijire Mobile 
Crisis Response Team held an open 
house for their new location. Located 
at 272 HoChunk Plaza, Suite B. Kikii-
jre’s goal is to provide 24/7 emergency 
services to people in crisis, as well as 
provide mental health support. Stop 
in their new location to meet the team 
or to see what services are available. 
For support after 4:30pm, call the 
non-emergency line: 402-745-3950 or 
their crisis line: 402-745-3968.

On May 11th, the Winnebago Food 
Distribution department, with support 
of the Siouxland food bank, held a 
pop-up food distribution. The depart-
ment served the Winnebago Communi-
ty due to the closure/low stock of local 
stores.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Page 2 • Winnebago Indian News • Saturday, May 23, 2026

...Con't from front page: In Victory for Tribe, 
Court Confirms NAGPRA Applies to Children’s 
Remains...
are part of a “holding or collection” under 
NAGPRA and made clear that the Tribe’s 
request is exactly the kind of remedy 
Congress intended when it enacted the law 
to address the long history of Native burial 
desecration and the retention of Native 
remains without consent.

“At the end of the day, the U.S. govern-
ment kept and buried the remains of two 
Native American schoolchildren, Samuel 
Gilbert and Edward Hensley, without their 
families’ or tribe’s consent after forcing 
them from their homes and after they 
died in the government’s care. Nearly a 
century later, Congress passed a statute 
that, by its terms, entitles their tribe finally 
to bring their remains home and to bury 
them according to their tribal and religious 
traditions. Nothing in the statute’s text or 
purpose forecloses that outcome. Quite the 
opposite: All signs indicate that the Tribe’s 
repatriation request is precisely the kind of 
remedy of historic wrongs that NAGPRA 
was designed to facilitate.” -Judge Harris 
in writing the opinion

This decision is a powerful affirmation 
of Tribal sovereignty, dignity, and the right 
of Tribal Nations to bring their children 
home. It acknowledges the profound injus-
tice inflicted on Native families through 
the federal boarding school system and 
reinforces that NAGPRA is not limited 
to museum shelves or boxed collections. 
NAGPRA applies where federal agencies 
have retained Native children’s remains 
without the consent of their families or 
their Tribe.

NARF Staff Attorney Beth Margaret 
Wright explains, “Winnebago’s lawsuit 
demonstrates its commitment to honor its 
ancestors and its children; and Winnebago 
continues to advocate for its rights under 
NAGPRA to bring Samuel and Edward 
home and provide them with the Tribal 
burials they were denied over 125 years 
ago. The Fourth Circuit recognized that 
Congress enacted NAGPRA as a remedy 
for this ‘shameful injustice’.”

Today’s ruling is a major step toward 

bringing Samuel and Edward home so they 
may finally be laid to rest in accordance 
with Winnebago customs and traditions. It 
also sends an important message to federal 
agencies nationwide: NAGPRA must be 
honored as Congress intended; Native 
families and Tribal Nations cannot be 
denied the protections of a law designed to 
remedy historic wrongs.

“This is an extraordinarily important 
decision not only for the Winnebago Tribe, 
but for Tribal Nations across the country 
seeking to ensure that federal agencies 
finally comply with the laws enacted to 
help address the profound and multigen-
erational trauma inflicted by the federal 
Indian boarding school system,” said Greg 
Werkheiser of Cultural Heritage Partners, 
co-counsel for the Tribe.

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska’s 
Chairman, Chairman Brown stated, “The 
Fourth Circuit’s ruling brings joy to the 
Tribe. As the Court recognized, it would 
be a disservice to find NAGPRA does not 
protect the Winnebago’s right to bring 
home Samuel Gilbert and Edward Hensley 
for proper burials, according to our tradi-
tional practices. NAGPRA is an important 
statute our relatives fought for and is 
meant to “address the desires of Indians 
to bury their dead,” a right “for too long 
ignored.” 

The case now returns to the United 
States District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia for further proceedings.

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska is 
represented by its General Counsel, Big 
Fire Law & Policy Group LLP, NARF, and 
Cultural Heritage Partners, PLLC. To learn 
more about Samuel Gilbert and Edward 
Hensley and Winnebago’s fight for their 
repatriation, visit the Winnebago v. U.S. 
Army case page at: https://narf.org/cases/
winnebago-carlisle-nagpra/

This article was originally issued as a 
press release by Native American Rights 
Fund on May 14, 2026. It has been edited 
for length and style to fit the Winnebago 
Indian News layout.

receiving certificates with plans to either enter 
the regional workforce or continue to a four-
year institution.

Renowned local leader John Blackhawk 
served as the commencement speaker, deliv-
ering an inspiring address emphasizing how 
higher education serves as a modern tool for 
tribal sovereignty and community leadership. 
LPTC President Manoj Patil and the Board of 
Trustees conferred Associate of Arts and As-
sociate of Science degrees alongside technical 
certificates. The day prior on May 8, LPTC 
hosted its first-ever honoring of graduates’ 
powwow which was held at Veteran’s Memo-
rial Park, featuring a grand entry and a shared 
community meal to offer traditional blessings 
for the scholars.

At 2:00 PM, the focus shifted to the high 
school gym as the Winnebago Public School 
celebrated its newest class of alumni. The high 
school gymnasium was packed to capacity as 
the community cheered on an exceptionally 
large class of 61 graduating seniors receiving 
their high school diplomas. The ceremony 
opened with an elegant welcome address by 
WPS senior Cierre Vargas, followed by a pow-
erful rendering of the Flag Song by the New 
Breed drum group. Ashton Lyons and Jerason 
St.Cyr then stepped forward to deliver the invo-
cation and traditional blessings. A particularly 
moving highlight of the afternoon occurred 
when graduating senior Gerry Earth took the 
stage to introduce his mother, Mrs. Kristine 
Earth, who served as the day’s distinguished 

commencement speaker.
Leading the historic cohort were the class 

valedictorian and salutatorian, who were hon-
ored on stage for achieving the highest academ-
ic standings in the Class of 2026. Presented by 
Mr. Everett Wall, Breezie Treglia received salu-
tatorian and Lula DeCora received valedictori-
an. In their addresses, the two scholars reflected 
on their shared journeys through late-night 
studying and extracurricular triumphs. They 
extended deep gratitude to their families, teach-
ers, and tribal elders for providing the guiding 
foundation that fueled their academic success, 
challenging their peers to use their diplomas as 
tools to uplift the Winnebago community.

As the caps settled and the echo of the honor 
songs faded, the true impact of the historic 
weekend became clear. The graduation of over 
100+ local scholars represents more than indi-
vidual triumph; it marks a vital step forward for 
the economic development, health, and cultural 
sovereignty of the region. Equipped with high 
school diplomas, collegiate degrees, and ad-
vanced certificates, these newly minted alumni 
are positioned to serve as the future leaders, 
educators, and innovators of their communities. 
Guided by values of their ancestors and fueled 
by the unwavering support of their families, 
the Class of 2026 leaves a legacy of resilience 
that will undoubtedly inspire generations of 
Winnebago scholars to come.

*Editor’s Note: On behalf of the WIN, a spe-
cial congratulations to the entire Class of 2026 
from both WPS & LPTC! We are proud of you!

...Con't from front page: Caps Off to the Class of 2026...

furniture and clothing with pouring water 
and ceiling insulation. Reflecting on the 
disaster, Larry noted the importance of 
our traditional teachings and why tribal 
members should remember to put out 
tobacco offerings in the spring to keep 
the storms from harming Winnebago. He 
and other elders viewed the storm as a 
clear message from the creator regarding 
climate change, global warming, and the 
treatment of Mother Earth. He expressed 
deep pride in tribal members immediately 
pulling together, stepping up to clear 
debris for neighbors, and checking on one 
another.

Under the leadership of Winnebago 
Tribe’s Emergency Manager Julie 
Smithart, known locally as Auntie Julie, 
emergency protocols were enacted 
immediately, including emergency 
sheltering and police safety sweeps. 
Following an 8:00 PM briefing between 
Emergency Management, Chief of Police, 
and WTN departments, an immediate 
emergency shelter was opened in the 
new emergency services training room to 
accommodate displaced families and those 
experiencing prolonged power outages. 
Additionally, emergency management 
coordinated door-to-door welfare checks 
in hit zones by the police department.

The Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska has 
formally initiated a disaster declaration 
process to secure federal relief funding. 
Residents with structural, property, or 
vehicular damage must report it to the 
WTN Emergency Manager to be added to 
the official inspection list. Contact Julie by 
phone or email at: (402)922-3868 or julie.
smithart@winnebagotribe.com. The WTN 
Human Services department is offering 
emergency assistance for storm-impacted 
households. Residents within the exterior 

boundaries of the reservation requiring 
emergency shelter or utility support can 
complete the electronic application or 
contact intake staff directly at: (402)922-
1194. There is also a storm tree debris 
removal service being offered by the 
WTN Facilities department. Contact: 
(402)878-2203 for assistance with storm 
tree removal, cutting, or trimming. If 
you are unable to transport tree debris 
yourself, stack it neatly near the curb and 
crews will pick it up as they are able. 
There is a drop-off location for community 
members located in the opposite area of 
the powwow grounds.

Ultimately, the aftermath of the May 
17 tornado put the profound strength and 
enduring resilience of the Winnebago 
Tribe on full display. In the hours 
immediately following the destruction, 
before external aid could even arrive, 
the community organically gathered 
to spearhead recovery efforts from 
the ground up. The community came 
together to help clear shattered debris, 
right overturned trash cans, haul away 
massive fallen tree limbs, and help piece 
together down fences. Tribal entities and 
local community programs immediately 
chipped in both financial support and 
physical labor to facilitate rapid tree 
removal and heavy cleanup. This rapid, 
unified response proved that while a 
vortex of wind can tear apart physical 
infrastructure, it cannot fracture the 
communal bond of the Winnebago people. 
United by shared culture, traditions, and a 
deep responsibility to care for one another, 
the community continues to stand tall, 
transforming a moment of disaster into 
a powerful testament to tribal unity and 
collective recovery.

...Con't from front page: NWS Confirms EF-1 Tornado 
in Winnebago...

NEXT W.I.N. DEADLINE:
JUNE 2, 2026
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Letter to the Editor

By: Pastor Ricky Jacob

JESUS OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN OUTREACH

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. JFJ26-017
The People of the Winnebago Tribe
In the Interest of:
A.C. 

To:	 ADRIENNE PETERSON, Moth-
er

ARTHUR CAMPOS, Father
ALL POTENTIAL FATHERS
				  
You are hereby notified that a hearing 

for an Initial Appearance concerning the 
above referred minor individual(s) in case 
no. JFJ26-017 has been scheduled and will 
be heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court of 
Winnebago, Nebraska on the 27th day of 
May, 2026 at the hour of 1:30 P.M.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. CV26-113
In the Matter of the
Divorce Petition of:

TAUNIA J. ROJAS
vs
RAUL C. ROJAS

To: RAUL C. ROJAS

You are hereby notified that a Divorce peti-
tion has been filed and a hearing concerning the 
above referred Case No. CV26-113 has been 
scheduled and will be heard in the Winnebago 
Tribal Court of Winnebago, Nebraska on the 
11TH day of JUNE, 2026 at the hour of 11:30 
A.M.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. CV26-110
In the Matter of the
Guardianship Petition of:
KRISTINA YELLOWBANK
In Re:
M.L.V.G (Born 4/2026)

MAYA WHITE, Mother
JERAMY VANDALL, Father

TO:  MAYA WHITE, Mother
        JERAMY VANDALL, Father

					   
You are hereby notified that a petition has been 
filed for Guardianship and a hearing concern-
ing the above referred Individual(s) in Case 
No. CV26-110 has been scheduled and will be 
heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court of Win-
nebago, Nebraska on the 22nd day of June, 2026 
at the hour of 11:30 A.M.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
Case No. CV26-102
In the Matter of the
Guardianshipx Petition of:
Jeremiah and Sierra Bigfire
In Re:
A.G (Born 12/2019)
A.G (Born 3/2022)
A.G (born 11/2024)

TO:      RAMONA GRANT, Mother
	 TERRANCE LEWIS, Father
	 CHRISTOPHER RUIZ, Father

					   
You are hereby notified that a petition has been 
filed for Guardianship and a hearing concern-
ing the above-referred Individual(s) in Case 
No. CV26-102 has been scheduled and will be 
heard in the Winnebago Tribal Court of Win-
nebago, Nebraska on the 28th day of May 2026 
at the hour of 11:00 A.M.

‘Seated at the right hand’
Last week Thursday - Christians 

around the world celebrated the ascen-
sion of Jesus into heaven. 

Jesus is now said to be seated at the 
right hand of God. How do we know 
this as fact? We turn to the Sacred Word 
of God where over seven times this is 
stated. One such text from God’s Holy 
Scriptures is recorded in the Gospel of 
Mark: 

And [Jesus] said to the [eleven apos-
tles], “Go into all the world and pro-
claim the gospel to the whole creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned.

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had 
spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of 
God. And they went out and preached 
everywhere, while the Lord worked with 
them and confirmed the message by 
accompanying signs’ [Mark 16:15–16, 
19-20 (ESV)].

You might be wondering what dif-
ference does Jesus being seated at the 
right hand of God do for you? For one, 
this truth should move one to think 
beyond. Think beyond what you might 
be wondering. Think beyond the trials 
and the troubles and the temptations or 
tests found in this world. This world will 
pass away. For many this can not happen 
soon enough.

The truth is that there is more to life 
than that which is found in this world. 
For the Christian, who believes that Je-
sus is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father - he or she is assured of this. We 
turn our attention to the apostle Paul’s 
words found in his letter to the saints 
and faithful brothers in Christ who were 
in Colossae, the third chapter:

‘Therefore, if you were raised with 
Christ, be seeking the things above, 
where Christ is sitting at the right hand 
of God.  Be setting your minds on the 
things above, not on the things on the 
earth.  For you died, and your life has 

been hidden with Christ in God.  When-
ever Christ, your life, is revealed, then 
also you will be revealed with him in 
glory’ [Colossians 3:1-4 Deterding 
translation].

Right in the middle of this reading we 
hear: Be setting your minds on the things 
above, not on the things on the earth.  
This is easier said or read than done. Ask 
yourself this question: What good does 
it do to be all worried and anxious about 
something that lasts but for a moment 
compared to what will last forever and 
ever and ever without end?

Paul went on to write: For you died. 
When does a Christian die? A Christian 
dies at his or her baptism. A Christian 
is united with Christ in his baptism - 
connected him to Jesus’ death. But also 
uniting him with Jesus’ resurrection. 
Furthermore, the believer in Jesus will 
also be united with Jesus in his glory!

Please pray with me: Almighty God, 
as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, 
so may we also ascend in heart and mind 
and continually dwell there with Him, 
who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

This Sunday we begin the study of the 
book of Hebrews at 10 a.m. One of my 
favorite books found in God’s book of 
books - the Holy Bible - is the book of 
Hebrews. The writer of this book makes 
so many connections found in the spiri-
tual ways of the Hebrew people that had 
been given to Moses in the wilderness. 
Here is a sample of what we will study:

‘Therefore, since we are surround-
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Je-
sus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set be-
fore him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God’ [Hebrews 
12:1–2 (ESV)].

Submitted by Beverly Snow-Peterson

On behalf of the family of Linda Lou Snow, her sister, Beverly Snow-Peterson, wishes 
to express her deepest gratitude to the Snow Aunties for taking care of Linda’s funeral 
arrangements. We also extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who assisted the cooks; 
your hard work and contributions meant to the world to us. Finally, thank you to every-
one who came to visit, shared memories, and provided comfort and support during this 
difficult time.

Thank You
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COMMUNITY

...Con’t. from last issue...  

Eugene DeCora motioned to adopt 
resolution #26-118: Blood Quantum 
Correction #383-U08612.  Ireta Frazier 
seconded the motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

Blood Quantum Correction #383-
U04283

Eugene DeCora motioned to adopt 
resolution #26-119: Blood Quantum 
Correction #383-U04283.  Ireta Frazier 
seconded the motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

EDUCATION:
Approve Education Vision and Mis-

sion Statement Revision
Teresa Littlegeorge motioned to ap-

prove the Education Vision and Mission 
Statement.  Ireta Frazier seconded the 
motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

Approve Summer Youth Policy

Eugene DeCora motioned to approve 
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program Poli-
cies and Procedures.  Teresa Littlegeorge 
seconded the motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

TRIBAL COUNCIL ITEM:
Wizoki Mushroom Contest
Eugene DeCora motioned to sponsor 

the 1st Wizoki mushroom Contest with 
a budget of up to $1,000.00.  Teresa 
Littlegeorge seconded the motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

ADJOURN:
Trey Blackhawk motioned to adjourn 

the meeting at 1:16 p.m.  Ireta Frazier 
seconded the motion.

VOTE: (7) yes	(0) no	 (0) abstain	
Motion carried.

Chairman Brown adjourned the meet-
ing at 1:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Littlegeorge, Secretary
Winnebago Tribal Council
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MINUTES

Submitted by Halle Murray, WCHS 
Marketing Specialist

Winnebago, NE – The Winnebago 
Comprehensive Healthcare System 
(WCHS) Whirling Thunder Wellness 
Center is in the midst of its first-ever 
community volleyball league for the 
Winnebago community. The recre-
ational league was created to provide 
community members with an oppor-
tunity to stay active, connect with 
others, and enjoy friendly competi-
tion in a welcoming environment.

The league includes 8 teams, and 
games are held every Thursday 
evening from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, 
creating a consistent space for par-
ticipants, families, and supporters to 
come together each week. After the 
games, food is provided for everyone 
who attends, giving players and spec-
tators a chance to relax, hang out, and 
connect outside of the competition. 
Fresh fruit, a meal, and drinks are 
available, making it easy for everyone 
to refuel and enjoy some time togeth-
er after a night of games.

Community wellness goes beyond 
physical health, and opportunities like 
this one encourage both movement 

WCHS Whirling Thunder Wellness Serves Up Community Fun

and social connection. This league 
gives participants a chance to exer-
cise, relieve stress, and spend time 
with others in a laid-back and posi-
tive atmosphere. Whether someone 
has years of volleyball experience or 
is simply looking for a fun activity 
to join, this league was designed for 
anyone interested in participating.

“Providing opportunities like this 
is important because it encourag-
es people to stay active while also 
bringing the community together,” 
said Pilar Aldrich, Wellness Program 
Director. “Watching community 
members come together, have fun, 
and encourage one another has been 
very rewarding.”

Programs like the WCHS Whirling 
Thunder Wellness Center volleyball 
league help create long-term opportu-
nities for healthy living, community 
connection, and active lifestyles within 
the Winnebago community. WCHS 
hopes this first season will inspire 
community members to stay involved, 
remain active, and continue participat-
ing in future wellness and recreational 
activities for years to come. Make sure 
to get your teams signed up for the next 
recreational league!

Submitted by Kiana Lewis

Ho-Chunk, Inc. recently welcomed its 2026 Summer Intern cohort as the program 
officially kicked off this month. Throughout the summer, interns will gain hands-on 
experience across several departments and divisions, build professional skills, and 
contribute to meaningful projects that support the organization and the Winnebago 
community. The internship program is designed to provide students and emerging 
professionals with valuable career development opportunities while giving them insight 
into the diverse work happening across Ho-Chunk, Inc. 

 2026 HCI Summer Internships

Submitted by Kiana Lewis

Ho-Chunk, Inc. is proud to recognize our very own Kiana Lewis, Blade Smith, and 
Rachel Penn on their recent graduation from Leadership Siouxland.

Leadership Siouxland is a nine-month leadership development program designed to 
cultivate emerging leaders, strengthen professional networks, and further participants’ 
understanding of the Siouxland region through civic engagement, collaboration, and 
community impact. Since its founding in 1984, the program has helped shape leaders 
across the Nebraska, Iowa, and South Dakota tri-state area.

Throughout the program, they have joined professionals from a wide range of indus-
tries, participating in monthly sessions focused on leadership development, community 
issues, and service-driven initiatives. Their graduation reflects not only their personal 
commitment to growth, but also Ho-Chunk, Inc.’s continued investment in developing 
leaders who create positive impact both within the organization and throughout the com-
munities they serve.

Ho-Chunk, Inc. congratulates Kiana, Blade, and Rachel on this accomplishment and 
looks forward to the leadership they will continue to bring to their teams, projects, and 
community initiatives.

Ho-Chunk, Inc. Celebrates Leadership Siouxland Graduates
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Question of the Issue:

GARAN: At the employee appreciation picnic they brought down a food truck called 
Lapalapa, they have these amazing fruit cups! They put this seasoning on it which is 
mouthwatering! A great refreshing snack!

KEVIN: I like food trucks one of my most favorite was this one guy who only sold 
huge baked potatoes! They had sour cream, butter, salt, pepper,chives and some white 
cheese. They were awesome! He only sold them for 4 months out of the year. That was 
in Northern Germany.

CHRISTINA: Over the recent winter I was craving the toste elote from La Palapa so I 
attempted to make it at home. Settled the craving but was not the same.

BETHANI: I would have to say La Palapa food truck. I tried them for the first time 
during the 2024 MMIR Red Sky Nation Powwow at Riverside Park in Sioux City, 
IA. We were collaborating with them for a livestream of the powwow. My Tega Bill 
DeCora was there with me the entire weekend and I swear, all we ate was elote’s and 
all we drank was pineapple water! The best part was the option to have it on the cob 
or in the cup, and they were both delicious. They’ve been there every year, so I am 
looking forward to having them this upcoming July! =)

What is your favorite food truck menu item that you 
crave and why?

BIG VOICE RADIO
KWTN 100.9 FM

Official Radio Station of the 
Winnebago Tribe of 

Nebraska

TYLER: I haven't been able to try man food trucks but a favorite would always be 
cheese fries. I look forward to Winnebago’s Homecoming Celebration just for ‘em.

GAYLA: I don't eat at many food trucks because I've had poor experiences, but I do 
enjoy the drinks! Reminds me of summertime. Lemonades or blue raspberry slushies 
are my favorite! 

QUINCE: I love food trucks or Pop ups for a few reasons. They usually family 
businesses (I love to support family-owned spots) and they usually try to sell 
something that is unique.  My favorites are the classic Taco Trucks...the ones that have 
the rotating meat and they shave it off into the tacos. The kids live the carnival foods.

APRIL 2026
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

Mary Petite
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CLASS OF 2026
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