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A Marriage of Storm and Sea

Record rains and innundation have shaped the news over the past month. Photo by Christopher Reid.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

See Manager, page 15

Longboat Manager faces floods, 
erosion, boat noise and funding

Forget the cliché: in today’s accelerated world, the new idiom is “What a 
difference a week makes.”

That certainly held true for Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton 
who returned from a brief visit to South Africa with his wife, Marion, whom 
he married in 1985 in Cape of Good Hope. 

Within a week, the St. Regis Hotel and Condominium opened marking 
the end of one singularly contentious era and the embodiment of the area’s 
real estate renaissance. 

The counterpoint from a Town Manager’s point of view was yet another 
deluge of more than eight inches of rain that highlighted the flood prone 
vulnerabilities of our barrier island. 

Longboat Key News spoke with Tipton upon his return about the issues 
facing Longboat now and in the very near future. Here’s what he had to say:

What areas on Longboat Key were most impacted by the recent rain?
Things generally went well. We had 12-13 inches on the island over three 

or four days in ground that was already somewhat saturated. We lost some 
sand on the beach, the Town’s largest investment, but some of the sand will 
wash back over the next few months. It is still in the near shore system. We 
also had damage to the Linley Street Boat Ramp. Ironically, we fared a heck 
of a lot better than inland communities where the water had nowhere to go. 
We are facing another 8-10 inches over the next week. FEMA personnel have 
come out to see if we could make a claim for some of the damages. 

What is the Town’s position on the degrading water quality in the Bay 
after the storms?

I’ve been watching Dave Tomasko’s reports from the Sarasota Bay Estuary 
Program. He is saying that the wastewater is the number-one threat to the 
health of the Bay. Runoff from the storm is second. This inundation is over-
running the wastewater system and the nutrients and impurities are entering 
the Bay bringing algae reactions and blooms, low oxygen levels, fish kills 
and other deleterious outcomes. We didn’t have a cloud in the sky this time 
last year.

What is the Town doing to address sea level rise and the cost of infra-
structural improvements?

The Gulf waters have risen faster than the upper parts of the U.S. coast-
line. This is compounded when rain has nowhere to go, tides get higher 
and when super moons are present. We are looking at raising roads and 
making structural changes.  We are in the planning stage not the building 

Longboat was already on the map, the St. Regis just made our star that much 
brighter. Next year when the St. Regis is reassessed for the tax rolls, the 
economic impact on the town as well as the entire county will be very positive. 

Marion and Howard Tipton on the road.
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

County opens sandbag stations ahead of storms
With more rain on the way to the Tampa Bay area over the next several days, Sarasota 

County has opened two sandbag stations to help residents protect themselves from flooding.
The sandbag sites are at Twin Lakes Park on 6700 Clark Road in Sarasota and South County 

Fleet Services on 4571 SR-776 and Englewood Road in Venice. 
The sites are open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Residents are limited to 10 bags per vehicle.

Gruters Proposes Total Public Smoking Ban in Florida
A Sarasota County senator wants to outlaw all public smoking since marijuana use may soon 

be legalized in Florida. Legislation that would outlaw all forms of smoking in public areas is 
planned to be proposed by state senator Joe Gruters, a Republican from Sarasota.

Cities and counties in Florida are already able to control smoking in parks and on beaches 
because to existing legislation.

 “Amendment 3 is going to pass.” Gruters said. “I think it’s going to move forward in 
November and the question that people have is what does that mean for every day individual 
Floridians walking around the street.”

Paul Armentano, deputy director of the pro-marijuana group NORML, stated that the 
group is in favor of laws prohibiting the smoking of marijuana in public areas.

Armentano countered that there is no reason to expect that Amendment 3 will result in the 
widespread use of cannabis by the general public, citing the fact that Florida’s medicinal can-
nabis use has not.

Gruters stated that while he agrees with Amendment 3, he also wants to set limits to safe-
guard the general public.

He said that, “Over 50% of the country has legalized recreational adult use of marijuana. 
Some states have done it better than others.”

Gruters stated that although there is currently bipartisan support for the proposal, it is still 
in its infancy and subject to change as it moves through the legislative process. In the spring 
legislative session, he intends to introduce it.

Orchestra’s new music director won 6 Grammys
The Sarasota Orchestra has a new music director — Giancarlo Guerrero.
Sarasota Orchestra CEO and President Joe McKenna called him the obvious choice.
“He’s a perfect fit in terms of chemistry and his rapport with the musicians the week he was 

here was just fantastic. He was very energized and engaging and we just think it’s a real coup 
to have landed Giancarlo,” McKenna said.

Guerrero was a Sarasota guest conductor with the orchestra last winter.
“I am pleased to become Sarasota Orchestra’s next music director,” said Guerrero. “From my 

first rehearsal with them last winter, I was instantly impressed with this orchestra, filled with 
terrific musicians who take tremendous pride in their orchestra. It was clear that everyone was 
prepared and ready to play, displaying a palpable joy in music-making.”

Guerrero is the Nashville Symphony’s music director. He will have been at the helm 16 years 
at the end of the coming season. He will transition to Music Director Emeritus of the Nashville 
Symphony after the 2024-25 season.

In Nashville, he’s fostered the music of contemporary composers.
Including one who you might recognize from the “hair band,” Winger. C.F. “Kip” Winger 

has reinvented himself as a serious orchestral composer. The symphony premiered Winger’s 
First Symphony last spring.

Guerrero has won six Grammy awards.

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 
withdraws land deal from FAA

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport has withdrawn a request to the Federal Aviation 
Authority for the sale of land to New College of Florida, Airport CEO Rick Piccolo confirmed.

The two sides originally struck a deal where New College would buy the 31 acres they cur-
rently lease from SRQ for $11.5 million dollars. Their plan was to build athletic facilities, redo 
the dorms, and build public restaurants on the land as part of their ongoing expansion.

The land sale was rejected by the FAA, then appealed by the airport, but now it has been 
withdrawn.



www.lbknews.com Friday, August 23, 2024  Page 3

3621 SAN REMO TER | SARASOTA
$9,750,000 - Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
400’ Wide Bay Inlet

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 - New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4,750 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach 

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
100’ of Beachfront

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

   

610 YARDARM LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$4,699,999 - Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,138 Sq. Ft.
Canal Front with Bay Views

Contact:  Nicholle DiPinto 941-928-2922

405 28th STREET | ANNA MARIA ISLAND
$3,600,000 - Anna Maria Island

5 Beds 4 Baths 3,735 Sq. Ft.
80’ of Waterfront

Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$11,750,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Oversized Deep Water Bayfront Lot 

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach

Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres

Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
w/Private Beach

Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

4136 HIGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Contract
5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
1 Acre Modern Compound

Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Lighting
To: Longboat Key Human Resources Assistant Lori Gubernat
Thank you for the invite to take more pictures, but Mr. Drake was gracious enough to let 

us take photos from inside and outside his home. Based on the site inspection, which included 
multiple vantage points and locations, the investigation is being closed with a finding of no 
violation due to the very limited location in which the commercial property’s lighting is vis-
ible. The commercial property has complied with the Special Magistrate’s Correction Order 
with the installation of shields and upon inspection they all appear level and in proper working 
order.

Bryan Wisnom 
Code Enforcement Officer Planning, Zoning & Building Dept.
Town of Longboat Key

Lighting
To: Longboat Key Commission
These photos were taken just this morning around 6:45 a.m. from our kitchen and dining 

room…I am asking you to please have the lights covered better than they currently are.
Michael and Amy Drake
Longboat Key

Infrastructure
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
I just left you a voicemail. When you have a moment today, please call me to discuss your 

email. The outage was not related to the underground infrastructure, and I’m happy to discuss 
it further with you in more depth so you feel prepared to answer any questions or concerns 
you receive from your constituents.

Devaney Iglesias
Longboat Key

Infrastructure
To: Devaney Iglesias
Not sure you received my email from Tuesday.  I am continuing to receive phone calls and 

comments at Pilates and Tennis about the massive power outage on August 20.  I am being 
questioned on the $28 million expense of undergrounding and this failure on a sunny after-
noon — I need a why to provide to our residents.

The other issue that came up is more information being provided by FPL about the outage 
would have eliminated the hundreds of calls that were received at Town Hall.

Look forward to hearing from you.  
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Longboat Key

Greenfields Outdoor Fitness 
To: Longboat Key Commissioner B.J. Bishop

Thanks for stopping by the Greenfields booth at the FLC conference last week, it was a plea-
sure meeting you. I’d be glad to assist with adding fitness equipment to the City of Longboat 
key. Did you have a specific park in mind?

As you may know, we offer custom gym design as a free service - this is a great way to help 
others catch your vision for an outdoor fitness area! Please take a look at the example I’ve 
attached. 

Here is a link to our Florida project portfolio that I’d like to share with you:  Florida Project 
Portfolio - Greenfields Outdoor Fitness

Here is a quick recap about Greenfields Outdoor Fitness: 
We offer various equipment options to create inclusive, multigenerational, and multifunc-

tional fitness opportunities for all communities.
Our complete product line can be found on our website at greenfieldsfitness.com.
We have several cooperative purchasing contracts to help make the purchasing process easier.
I am excited to hear from you. Thank you!
Edward Escamilla 
Project Manager
Greenfields Outdoor Fitness

Greenfields Outdoor Fitness
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Not that we are doing anything more at Bayfront but this equipment was impressive.  
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
‘

Sarasota Bay update
To: Longboat Key Commission
Over the past two weeks, we’ve been giving you regular updates on the health of the lower 

portion of Sarasota Bay, to document its response to the passage of Tropical Storm Debby.  
We’ve focused our efforts on the lower bay, because it is viewed as being more susceptible to 
impacts from such storms.  For example, the lower bay has a much higher watershed-to-open 
water ratio than the upper bay, which means more stormwater runoff drains into each acre 
of the lower bay.  In fact, the watershed-to-open water ratio of those portions of Sarasota Bay 
south of Siesta Drive is about ten times higher than the ratio for the upper bay.  Also, the 
lower bay, particularly Little Sarasota Bay, has much longer residence times, than the upper 
bay.  For example, about 60 to 80% of the water in the upper bay is exchanged with the Gulf 
of Mexico over 10 days, while in Litle Sarasota Bay, there is only about a 27% water exchange 
over the same 10-day period.  Assuming the lower rate in the upper bay (60% over 10 days) 
that would mean that after 20 days, we’d expect 76% of the water to be exchanged with the 
Gulf of Mexico, while in Little Sarasota Bay, it would take more than a month to have a simi-
lar amount of water exchange (see Table 3 of Chapter 5 in SBEP’s “Framework for Action” 
- Sarasota Bay FFA).

But thanks to our friends at the Gulf Shellfish Institute, specifically Dr. Stephen Hesterberg, 
we have data on the amount of phytoplankton (expressed in units of chlorophyll-a) from a 
regularly sampled location around Longbar Point, in the upper bay.  The data, provided earlier 
today – portray a different pattern than what some might have anticipated -

On this graph, the dots represent the average value for two depths at each of three locations 

See Letters, page 6

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

Harry’s Restaurant Specials
 

Dinner 4 Course Prix Fixe $45
Harry’s Island Nights Specials!
$10 Cocktails $12 Tapas $29 Entrees

 Steak & Frites: Tues. & Thurs. Nights $36.99
Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

Harry’s Deli Specials
 

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert!
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!
20% OFF Retail Wine Every Day

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups

Party Specialties 

to years!

COME ENJOY OUR SUMMER
SPECIALS WHILE YOU CAN!

Closing the Restaurant and Deli  September
3rd Reopening October 3rd

OPEN LABOR DAY WEEKEND!

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name
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The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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Editor Letters
Letters, from page 4
in the upper bay, inside of Longboat Pass.  The red line represents the chlorophyll-a value in 
the Numeric Nutrient Concentration (NNC) criteria that were developed by the SBEP in 
2013, and then reviewed and adopted by FDEP and approved by EPA. 

Two events are included along the timeline. The first is the huge rain event of June 11th, 
when we had the most intense hour of rainfall recorded in over 50 years - Director’s Note: And, 
a setback… (sarasotabay.org).  The data show a fairly substantial and immediate increase in the 
amount of phytoplankton in the bay after that event, The data also show that phytoplankton 
levels increased to peak values 10 days after the rain event, followed by a decline in values in 
the following weeks.  This generally was what we expected, and is in line with our summary 
of the bay’s condition in the weeks after that intense rain event - Director’s Note: Two weeks 
later….how’s the bay? (sarasotabay.org).

What’s interesting here is that the data collected by GSI, at that location, does not show a 
similar increase in phytoplankton levels in response to the passage of Tropical Storm Debby – 
as chlorophyll levels continued to decline after Debby passed through, albeit from an elevated 
prior level. 

What was interesting, after Debby came through, was how low the water clarity was in the 
upper bay, but for different reasons.  The photo from below was taken on Monday, August 
5th, along the Cortez Road Bridge, looking southwest towards Longboat Pass.  It shows two 
distinct water masses –dark, lower salinity and tannin-stained stormwater runoff, and turbid, 
salty water that came into the bay on an incoming tide, bringing with it suspended sand from 
the beaches and nearshore areas of the Gulf of Mexico.  Between the two water masses, water 
clarity was reduced quite substantially in the days following Debby’s passing. 

It could be, although we don’t know for sure, that the bay was so turbid after Debby came 
through that there wasn’t enough water clarity for phytoplankton to respond that strongly to 
the influx of nutrients from Debby’s rainfall. 

Regardless of the reason, it does appear that the upper bay’s water quality was more adversely 
impacted by the high rainfall event of June 11th, than after the passage of Tropical Storm 
Debby.  However, this shouldn’t give us a false sense of comfort, as June 11th’s record hourly 
rainfall and Tropical Storm Debby’s intense rainfall amount were two sides of the same coin – 
our rainfall appears to be getting more intense the last few decades than was the situation for 
most of the 20th century. 

When you hear “once-in-a-century” rainfall event, remember that we appear to have good 
rainfall data – on a daily basis – for about 100 years.  And it appears we only have good hourly 
rainfall data for about 50 years.  Most of our stormwater infrastructure is based on a “design 
storm” of 10 inches of rain over 24 hours.  That amount was so high that it was expected to 
happen only about once in a century.  Instead, we’ve had two events over the past two years 
(Hurricane Ian in 2022 and Tropical Storm Debby in 2024) that appear to have produced 
rainfall amounts greater than that threshold.  And we’ve also had the most intense hour of 

rainfall – on June 11th of this year - recorded over the past 50 years.
These events are capable of flooding our neighborhoods, overwhelming our stormwater 

and wastewater infrastructure, and adversely impacting our bay’s water quality and ecosystem 
health. But, hopefully, getting our more chronic stressors under control – which we’ve done 
over the past few years - will allow us to better handle the impacts of these episodic events.  
Because it looks like what were thought to be fairly rare extreme rainfall events – they just 
might be happening a bit more frequently than we were expecting.

Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Local funding levels
To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Mike Haycock
I hope all is well with you.  We are putting our budget together for the upcoming SBEP 

Policy Board meeting, and we were wondering if the Town has decided to increase its contribu-
tion to the SBEP from its current $15,000.  We had discussed how we would use additional 
funds if the funding level was to increase to $25,000 – which would allow us to do more 
applied research and more habitat restoration efforts. Could you give us an update on the 
funding levels we’re likely to receive from the City?

Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Local funding levels
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Can you confirm that this increase is in the budget?
Mike Haycock
Vice Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Local funding levels
To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Mike Haycock
Confirming that the $25,000 amount for the SBEP is in the proposed budget.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Shoreline construction
To: Longboat Key Commission
Yesterday, the Town’s Planning and Zoning Director received an appeal of a shoreline 

construction departure for properties located at 582 and 592 Ranger Lane, a copy of which 
is attached. Consideration of the property owners’ application is quasi-judicial. The Town 
Commission will hear the departure at a future meeting date that is still being determined.  
Based upon communications that have already been received by the Town from interested par-
ties, we expect there may be public interest and attendance at the scheduled hearing.   As with 
every quasi-judicial hearing, please be mindful that any ex parte communications or experi-
ences (i.e., site visits) associated with this particular application will need to be disclosed at the 
commencement of the hearing. It is with this disclosure requirement in mind, that I generally 
recommend that board members avoid and minimize situations that create a need for ex parte 
disclosures in quasi-judicial hearings. If you do not, then there is a risk that certain interested 
party participants (in the quasi-judicial hearing) may attempt to cross-examine individual 
board members about their ex parte disclosure(s) to ensure that all information, evidence and 
potential bias is fully disclosed on the record.  When board members have nothing to disclose, 
there is nothing to be cross examined on and potential due process challenges are minimized.  

I am re-circulating a Memorandum to the Town Commission dated March 1, 2021 relat-
ing to quasi-judicial best practices. While it was prepared in anticipation of a different quasi-
judicial application and hearing, the advice in navigating unsolicited communications about a 
pending application remains applicable. As always, if there are any questions about this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

RON  
KASHDEN

Paid for by Ron Kashden for Sarasota City Commission District 2

For Sarasota City Commission - District 2   

“I’m running to givevev the
public a seat at the table
in citytyt hall decisisi ions.”

Ron4residents.com

A vote for
YOUR

voice at
City Hall!

 YOUR 
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THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina

Concierge Services

LEARN MORE941.387-1661 / MEMBERSHIP@LONGBOATKEYCLUB.COM

Editor Letters
Appeal of Departure Request Denial - 582 & 592 Ranger 
Lane Seawall construction

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
Please see the attached notice of appeal filed on behalf of Mr. Halliday and Florida Shoreline 

and Foundation regarding the seawall construction at 582 & 592 Ranger Lane.
Please let me know if you have any questions or require any additional information.
Cori Coser
Bently, Goodrich, Kison, P.A.

ManaSota League Meeting
To: ManaSota League of Cities Admin Coordinator Gail Loeffler 
I am out of town on September 12 and will miss the Manasota League of Cities Meeting. 
There are several things I was going to bring forward - the breakfast at the FLC Annual 

Meeting.  For the cost I am not sure we received much benefit.  I would be interested in hear-
ing from the rest of our Board on how they feel about this event.

An idea which was discussed with other Commissioners was a mentoring program between 
experienced commission members and new members from other cities.  Due to the restric-
tions of our Sunshine Laws this may be a way to provide a sounding board for new members 
of elected bodies.

If I can help you reach out to candidates after the election tomorrow please let me know.  We 
have to get alot of pr out in a very short period of time.  I have not seen where we are hosting 
this event.  I want this to be the best State Legislature Candidate Forum in the State.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

ManaSota League Meeting
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Thank you for letting us know you are unable to attend.
Will place on the September agenda discussion about whether the breakfast meeting is ben-

eficial enough to continue participating.  Likely there will be other Board members who will 
like to speak about that also.

Mentoring of newly elected commission members sounds interesting.  We do send out a 
letter to each when they are elected to provide information about MSLC, its background, and 
learning opportunities provided by FLC on many topics and encourage them to participate.

It is likely others are not receiving information about some of the offers by FLC or ManaSota 

League unless it is being forwarded by City Clerks.  Will address that also and request learning 
opportunities be provided to their respective Commission/Council members.

I will be following election results tonight and tomorrow morning for our Manatee/Sarasota 
areas.  Sending you a copy of the invitation which will again be sent to those running for leg-
islature in our areas once primary results are confirmed.  We sent by email and postal service 
information to candidates running for office about the Candidate Forum.  It does specify it is 
for those who move on after the Primary Election.

Candidate Forum will be held on Friday, September 13, 2024, beginning at 1 p.m. at 
Doubletree by Hilton, 8009 15th St. E., Sarasota. It is located near Bradenton/Sarasota airport.  
We have reserved the meeting room at the venue. Hope this information helps and if you have 
other questions, please let me know.

Gail Loeffler
Admin Coordinator
ManaSota League of Cities

ManaSota League Meeting
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold
As the alternate on ManaSota League Board would you be able to attend in Commissioner 

Bishop’s absence?
Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk, Town of Longboat Key

ManaSota League Meeting
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle 
Unfortunately, I have plans to be out of state on Sept. 12. So sorry; I would have loved to 

attend the ManaSota League meeting.
By the way, I found the FLC conference breakfast to be a valuable use of my time. In addi-

tion to learning more from leaders of other Florida cities, I picked up some important home 
rule information from my table mates.

Penny Gold
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

ManaSota League Meeting
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold
Your table was better than mine.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longobat Key
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SBEP Follow Up
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thank you for reaching out to us regarding the impacts of Tropical Storm Debby on water 

quality and local wildlife. I’m glad I could provide some insight into why the manatees may not 
be behaving as usual. Dave agrees they are likely seeking refuge in areas less impacted by the 
storm. They are smart animals and seek shelter together by hiding in mangrove channels and 
coves. Perhaps they got cozy and haven’t made their way back to their usual spot!

We expect most of Sarasota Bay to return to pre-storm conditions in a couple of weeks. In 
the meantime, we are conducting monitoring in our lower bay segments, and documenting 
observational data in our northern segments. Here is a link to our recent updates: https://
sarasotabay.org/about-sbep/news/

Please keep us posted if you have any other concerns.
Megan Barry
Public Outreach Manager
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Update
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold
It has been a very hectic few weeks. In lieu of multiple emails I will try to summarize some 

of the most important issues that have come up. 
Tuesday August 6, our rep with Florida Power & Light invited Ken Schneier and I to the 

Sarasota Fairgrounds where they had their Mobilization Operation for Tropical Storm Debby.  
The staff walked us through the operation from A to Z.  They also shared drone coverage 
from the badly flooded areas in Sarasota and east of I-75.  Their ability to assess damage with 
power outages and determine when equipment can be safely brought in was amazing.  They 
also have someone at the County Emergency Center who communicates needs from and to 
the County.  We also had the opportunity to meet the CEO of FL Power & Light, Armando, 
who is well aware of our undergrounding project and also stated it is a high priority for FPL 
to have it completed ASAP.

On August 13 Congressman Steube’s staff, Sami Aroghobi and Erica Gregory came to LBK. 
Sami had asked me to arrange meetings with department heads to discuss how they can help 
LBK with grants and appropriations, as well as other issues in the federal government. It was 
a very productive meeting. I did a brief tour of LBK and lunch with them following a group 
meeting with most department heads and our Grants person, Kaylee.

August 14 was the start of the FLC Annual Conference. Penny and I were included in a 
dinner with Waste Management. Had the opportunity to spend time with Lisa McNeight 
the legislative director for FL for Waste Management as well as Tim Bowers, our immediate 
contact for Waste Management.

Our first session on the 15th was cybersecurity. FL statute states that by 1/2/2025 each 
town/city must adopt standards consistent with best practices. I am not sure we have done this.

Further FS282.3185 states all government staff with network access must have cybersecurity 
training and professionals must have annual advanced training that includes role-based train-
ing.

Government must protect sensitive info, prevent financial loss and ensure continuity of ser-
vice. We must understand what we must deliver in the cyber world and what is nice to deliver.

Ransomware legislation FS282.3186 makes it illegal to pay ransomware.
CyberFlorida is funded by state. They have over 50 courses for technical staff to recertifi-

cation at no cost. They also offer ad- hoc on site training. They also offer general awareness 
courses. In addition to this is quarterly webinars. only FL and one other state have this pro-
gram. I do not know how much we are using this program. 

CyberFL in conjunction with FIU offers courses for elected officials on general awareness 
and executive level courses.

Question we were told to ask our police department is: do you know how to conduct a cyber 
crime activities investigation?

My next session was the Legislative Policy Committee. FLC has revamped most of the 
policy committees to reflect mutual issues. The former Land Use is now Development, Code 
Compliance & Redevelopment. Intergovernmental Relations was Mobility. Utilities & Natural 
Resources remains  unchanged.  I brought the 2024-2025 list of committees back along with 
the sign-up form if you wish to serve on a committee.

Artificial Intelligence Seminar was a basic what it does and what it can do. If you use AI 
voice transcription remember you must provide notice you are recording.

AI can simulate creativity. AI cannot add subjective experiences needed for rich storytelling.
Sachs media poll showed that 1/2 of Floridians use AI. 65% of those are under 45.
My first session on the 16th was FAST - Federal Action Strike Team Meeting - issues that 

were priorities on our 118th Congressional Session remain  - National  Flood Insurance 
Program, PFOS, Simplifying Grants.  Added to this will be Beach Renourishment as it deals 
with the Corp of Engineers requiring perpetual easements - This legislation has passed in the 
House and Senate, but remain in Conference to iron out the differences in this legislation.  
A major push by NLC that we are also addressing is Development Block Grants and Tax 
Exemption for Municipal Bonds.

FLC staff has asked for any reports of cost of clean-up on PFOS, if we have had to do this.
This Task Force does not believe we will go to Washington til after the election and 

Inauguration on January 20th, but we will meet in Orlando December 4-6.
We attended a very interesting session on Disaster Preparation - Best Practices for Natural 

Disasters - A Guide for Elected Officials. One of the first things the presenters stated was 
elected officials must be in one location - especially if you are evacuated from your community.  
This ensures communication is done one time and all elected officials are being provided the 
same information .

Municipal responses are to be shared with the elected officials.  Be sure you, as an elected 
official are communicating and receiving communication from the Town Manager.

Getting info right the first time it is put out is critical.

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
35% off 

Banded Shades
Take Advantage 

of 12 Month 
Interest Free 
Financing.
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Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COUNTRY CLUB EAST
7298 BELLEISLE GLEN  |  LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 

$600,000

Discover an environment defined by supreme style 
and designed for all occasions. This 2 bedroom 2 bath 
home has been meticulously maintained and updated.  
The living room offers easy access to the lanai for 
sipping your morning latte and relaxing by the lush, 
tranquil landscaping. The previously closed off den has 
been opened to create an open concept feel and now 
provides picturesque views to the outdoor spaces.

PALMER FARMS
2651 GERRY ROAD  |  SARASOTA, FL

JUST SOLD - $2,400,000

Represented the buyer of this just under 11-acre expanse 
of property, located at the very end of a canopy road, 
centrally located in Sarasota. Large portions of this land 
remain primarily untouched, however it does include 
two barns with seven stalls and three private paddocks, 
a 25’ x 30’ covered parking area (all with water and 
electric) and a pond.

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

GRAND BAY IV
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD., #422 | LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

NOW PENDING - $1,145,000

Representing the buyer of this 2BR/3.5BA residence 
with sweeping water views of Sarasota Bay.  Grand Bay is 
a gated community with a 24-hour manned gatehouse. 
It features 2 heated swimming pools with spas, tennis 
courts, clubhouse for meetings and parties, state of the 
art fitness center plus Beach access at the exclusive Bay 
Isles Beach club.

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

500 S WASHINGTON DR Unit#10B
2600 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#B-16
1930 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#111
4500 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#PH4
614 BUTTONWOOD DR
3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#244

1,034
N/A
1,442
1,312
2,132
2,550

$665,000 
$495,000 
$699,000 
$775,000 
$1,225,000 
$1,695,000

4
13
107
197
5
186

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

0

0
0
0
1

2

2
2
2
3

2

2
2
3
2

$653,000 
$425,000 
$665,000 
$755,000 
$1,225,000 
$1,450,000

KeyRealEstate

3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#244
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Aug. 16
Boat

11:20 a.m.
Officer Barrett while on patrol, observed an abandoned 

sailboat that had drifted into the Longboat Pass Bridge and 
was striking the bridge due to the waves and current. Officer 
Barrett contacted the U.S. Coast Guard Station in Cortez and 
they removed the vessel to prevent any damage to the bridge 
or future hazards. They towed it to a safe location just east of 
the Mar Vista Restaurant. Further investigation revealed that 
the current owner did not have the funds to have it properly 
towed and secured nor have it properly registered. The owner 
was warned that he only had 30 days to register the vessel 
from the date of purchase and that it had to be properly 
anchored and secure. The owner advised that he contacted 
a salvage company and that they would respond later today 
and take possession of the vessel. He advised that he has the 
title and that he will relinquish ownership of the vessel to the 
salvage company. Case clear.

Beach
6:26 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 1500 block of Gulf 

of Mexico Drive in reference to a dog on the beach. Upon his 
arrival, Officer Mathis met with the dog’s owner and advised 
her K9 was a certified service dog. The owner insisted on pro-
viding the officer with the K9’s service credentials and license. 
Officer Mathis thanked the owner for the information and 
returned to his patrol unit to contact the complainant. The 
complainant advised that it was completely unacceptable for 
the lady to have her dog on the beach. Officer Mathis then 
advised the complainant the K9 was in fact a registered service 
animal. The complainant became argumentative and refused 
to provide any further information. Case clear.

Aug. 17
Permit

12:35 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 3600 block of Gulf 

of Mexico Drive in reference for a suspicious man with a tent 
set up renting out electric water equipment. Upon arriving on 
seen, Officer Pescuma observed a canopy tent with multiple 
life jackets hanging from the frame. Officer Ramsaier and 
Officer Pescuma approached two men who said they worked 
for an e-foil company and they provide a pre-arranged class 
for those that signed up on line and were not open to the 
public. They choose a location to meet which changes based 
on water condition. Although, Officer Pescuma did not 
observe any signs of advertisement for rentals. Sgt. Butler, 
Officer Ramsaier and Officer Pescuma told the man of the 
town ordinance. Additionally within or on town parks, public 
beaches, public beach accesses, public bay accesses, or other 
public places, commercial vendors are prohibited from the 
sale, rental, display or solicitation of any product, service or 
activity, including the sale of food, unless the commercial 
vendor has a valid concessionaire agreement with the town. 
The man was issued a verbal warning told to cease services. 
Furthermore, he was instructed to engage the town for proper 

Aug. 20
Electricity

11:28 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the area of Buttonwood 

Drive and Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a power line 
arcing and parking creating a fire in the bush. Upon arriving 
on scene, Officer Pescuma didn’t observe a fire or any arcing 
and sparking from a wire. Officer Pescuma did locate a pow-
erline on the ground in front of the 3000 block of Gulf of 
Mexico Drive. Longboat Key Fire Department was dispatched 
and FPL was notified with 30 minute ETA. It was identified 
that the powerline from utility pole took out power on the 
south end of Longboat Key and Lido Key. Officer Pescuma 
conducted traffic control without incident. Case clear.

Aug. 21
Suspicious person

12:58 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Bayou Sound in refer-

ence to a suspicious person incident. Upon arriving on scene, 
Officer Pescuma met with the complainant who said she 
observed two men wearing bright shirts in the vicinity of her 
backyard 15 minutes prior to being dispatched. The woman 
stated that they didn’t speak English and they got their super-
visor on the phone. The supervisor stated that they work for 
Metro Cable. They are subcontracted out by comcast and 
are in the are in the area working on cable. They are subcon-
tracted out by Comcast and are in the same area working on 
cable. Officer Pescuma observed the cable equipment they 
were working in the far corner of the backyard. The back yard 
is not secured with a fence. Officer Pescuma met with the men 
and validated their claim to be working on cable. Additionally, 
Officer Pescuma advised the woman that the men will have to 
return to inspect the work done on the cable box. Case clear.

Rain
7:15 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Companion Way in refer-

ence to a construction noise disturbance. Upon his arrival, 
Officer Mathis met with the site manager who explained to 
him that his construction crew was in the process of complet-
ing emergency structural repairs to the rear of the residence 
where the recent rainfall had added to the washout from the 
Tropical Storm Debby. The site manager escorted Officer 
Mathis to the rear of the residence and showed him where the 
rain had caused dangerous erosion under the home’s footer 
causing serious structural issues. The site manager explained 
that if the repairs were not completed as soon as possible 
there was a possibility the back portion of the residence would 
collapse into the washed out pool area. Officer Mathis then 
spoke with the homeowner who said he had spoken with the 
town’s building department earlier and explained the situa-
tion and the emergency repair needed. Due to the situation 
at hand work was not stopped in fear of the rear portion of 
the home collapsing into the washed out pool area. Officer 
Mathis attempted to contact the complainant to advise him of 
the situation was unsuccessful in my relationship. Case clear.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

approval and permitting moving forward. Case clear.

Aug. 18
Motorcycle

1:05 p.m.
Officer Butler received a camera alert regarding the vehicle 

traveling northbound from Bay Isles Parkway with the reg-
istered owner having a suspended/canceled/revoked driver’s 
license. Officer Butler queried and confirmed that the regis-
tered owners driver’s license was suspended. The vehicle is a 
black motorcycle and was located traveling northbound on 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. A traffic stop was conducted at the 
7000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. The supervisor made 
contact with the driver who was the registered owner of the 
motorcycle. Officer Butler advised her that her driver’s license 
is suspended in which she said she didn’t know. Officer Butler 
asked her for her registration and insurance and she said she 
left them at home. Upon review of her driver’s license it was 
found that she possesses a Class E driver’s license and it was 
not motorcycle endorsed. Officer Butler asked the woman 
why she was driving the motorcycle without the endorsement 
and she acknowledges not having one and said she always 
rides them without the proper license.  She was told by Officer 
Butler that she cannot drive a motorcycle nor a car and was 
issued two citations and three warnings. Case clear.

Noise
11:05 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the 4200 block of Gulf of 

Mexico Drive for a noise complaint. Upon his arrival, Officer 
Maple heard music playing at a louder than desired level 
from the pool area of the hotel. Officer Maple made contact 
with three men in the pool and informed them of the noise 
ordinance. The man said they were just visiting the hotel for a 
few days and was unaware of the ordinance violation. Music, 
playing from a portable stereo was immediately turned down 
and the man said they wouldn’t make any additional noise. 
They were informed of any repeat law enforcement notifica-
tion will most likely result in a fine. The man was given a 
warning. Case clear.
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440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

During the 1919-1933 era of Prohibition in the USA, the 
Happy Hour evolved as an interim stop between work and 
home at one of the illegal 
purveyors of alcoholic bever-
ages. The 18th amendment 
to the Constitution attempt-
ed to shut down the produc-
tion and sale of spirits, wine, 
and beer. 

Speakeasies emerged by 
popular demand (and the 
winking eyes of local law 
enforcement) to serve cock-
tails, sparkling wines, and 
schooners of beer to legions 
of factory and office workers 
during the Roaring Twenties. 
Today the Happy Hour con-
tinues to serve as an interlude between work and home that 
often bridges work and family societies.

Except that now the “Hour” in “Happy Hour” has stretched 
to much longer intervals.... Even before the pandemic, and 
even more so after, meal times have strayed from breakfast in 
the morning, lunch at noon, and dinner in the evening to late 
brunches, afternoon dinners, and late suppers. Restaurants 
and bars have discovered commercial advantages in catering 
to anytime dining instead of rushed lunch and dinner hours. 

Of course some of the drift toward meals at odd hours 
may result from diners looking for traditional  hours for 
meals in other countries. The Italian espresso and biscotti or 
French cafe au lait and croissant mid morning, the Spanish 
and Mexican comida during mid afternoon followed by late 
evening tapas, and English tea and Scandinavian coffee during 
the late afternoon. Whatever the meal times, Happy Hours 
either serve apéritifs before these meal times or digestifs after-
wards.

So we now have Happy Hours stretching from 2-6 or 4-7, 
or even from 11 to 7 on Fridays and weekends. For the after 
dinner drink or digestif, we have the Happy Hours beginning 
at 9-10PM and continuing until closing.

We enjoyed one such extended 9PM to closing Happy 
Hour at the venerable Café L’Europe on St. Armand’s Circle 
in Sarasota Florida. Acquired in 2022 by Amanda and John 
Horne, owners of the Ana Maria Oyster Bar restaurants, the 
Café L’Europe offers a Wine Down special 50% off wine bot-
tles price on Wednesdays and a special Bar Bites menu featur-
ing chilled lobster salad sliders, arancini (rice balls), and other 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Happy Hour: Find your hangout and enjoy the moment
During the 1919-1933 era of Prohibition in the USA, the Happy Hour evolved as an interim 
stop between work and home at one of the illegal purveyors of alcoholic beverages.

tasty items on small plates. Tyler, 
behind the bar makes craft cock-
tails, but on this night we chose 
a bottle of the 2022 Stoller Pinor 
Noir from the Dundee region of 
the Willamette Valley of Oregon. 
The light and bright fruit flavors 
of this wine at the discounted 
price of $25, very close to retail, 
matched perfectly to the steak 
tartare and blue cheese arancini.      

Happy Hours offer many 
options beginning during the 
early afternoon, and some before 
noon, for casual dining until late 
in the evening. 

In our experience, Happy 
Hours attract interesting and 
sociable crowds Most bars and 
restaurants set aside an hour or so 
each day for a Happy Hour. Find your favorite hangout and 
enjoy the moment.

S.W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
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Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in 
Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.
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See Letters, page 13

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
Staff quick assessment of post disaster also critical, but remember Safety First.
Remember constituents need a listening ear and while you assure them there will be follow 

through - that must happen.
Remember municipal staff in disasters are under tremendous pressure - they need apprecia-

tion, understanding, support.  In many cases they are leaving their homes and loved ones to 
deal with the disaster.

Relationships with State and Federal people to assist in moving recovery from a disaster for-
ward is critical.  Do not get in the way of these important relationships staff have maintained 
over the years.  If your staff does not have these relationships now, they need to address that 
before a disaster.

In days, weeks, months & in some cases, years after a disaster remember staff has taken on 
additional tasks on top of their regular job.  Be sure that is being recognized and appreciation 
extended to those people.

Elected officials must work with Tallahassee and DC for Grants and appropriations  to assist 
with recovery for the community.

Be sure that your PIO is providing ongoing info to the community on recovery efforts.  It is 
sometimes appropriate for the Mayor to be the face of those communications.

All elected officials must know what the Emergency Plan is for their municipality and that 
plan must be kept up to date and easy for all elected officals to address 365 days a year.

Remember, constituents do not see elected officials as someone impacted by a disaster.  How 
does it affect you, your family?  You are wearing two hats - one as an elected offical of a com-
munity impacted by a disaster a one as a member of a family that may be impacted, as well.

Be aware of evacuation burnout - those of us in communities that have evacuated and not 
had severe damage have to remind our citizens - “It only takes one storm” - do not be part of 
the problem - if there is an evacuation order - evacuate.

Our first general session had two purposes.  First, the awarding of the Defender of Home 
Rule Award.  This year’s recipient was Senator Jason Pizzo.  In his acceptance remarks he urged 
us “Demand more of elected officials for home rule.”

Urbanist, Richard Florida (yes, that is really his last name) talked about the importance of 
communities.  He stated people don’t move to Florida, they move to a community.  The real-
ity in the past few years are some urban areas have lost population (Miami, Dade).  We have 
4 million creative class workers in FL - the 4th largest state for this group.  These individuals 
can live where they want.  As at home workers they are at home in coffee shops, restaurants 
and libraries (yes, libraries) as comfortable remote places to work.

Downtowns of the future will be different.  Vertical buildings are the last vestige of the old 
days - tall buildings with cubicles will be a thing of the past.

As you are looking at your community create gathering places.  Arenas and stadiums are 
important to tourism and reviving downtowns.

Changing communities with the times - technology, assets, parks, sports facilities, social 
outlets.  Be aware of changing demographics - just because you used to be a locale for retirees 
that may not be the case as younger people with families can live anywhere as remote workers.

For more info from this speaker go to FLorida@CreativeClass.com
Our last session on the 16th was Developing Good Commissioner/Manager Relationships.  

This must start at the very beginning with transition/education of newly elected commission-
ers.

Equally important is the process of finding a new manager - the right search for your com-
munity.  Managers must listen and work with staff and staff must be willing to work with 
them.  Good managers must have a plan.

You are an elected official, you are not staff. You represent the citizens.

Elected to develop policy and establish laws that staff must enact and enforce. If staff is not 
doing their job manager must rectify quickly.

Elected officials need six days to review an agenda with a time in that period to review with 
the manager.  Managers must understand how commissioners’ function when it comes to 
addressing issues coming to the dais.  That knowledge is developed over time.  Each person, 
both commissioner and manager, communicate differently.  Know the difference and respect 
each person’s style.

Staff should never surprise commissioners and commissioners should ask questions that need 
research before a meeting - don’t blindside your staff and vice versa.

Thought this was interesting - it was stated that most elected officials have their own 
Facebook page as an elected official - separate from the Town communication on Facebook, X, 
Instagram, YouTube and press releases.

With Ken unable to attend the Conference I became the voting delegate.  This is the new 
officers for FLC:

Michael C. Blake - President - currently Mayor of Cocoa
Holly Smith - First Vice President - Commissioner, Sanibel
Mark Franks - Second Vice President - Mayor of Shalimar
The League Breakfast held before the Voting for new officers did bring up an interesting 

opportunity for Florida newly elected officials - since Sunshine is so restrictive in FL, many 
communities in the local leagues have their more experienced commissioners volunteering to 
mentor or serve as a sounding board for newly elected commissioners.  This will probably come 
up at the next Manasota League meeting.

The luncheon and swearing in of the newly elected officials also celebrated the 100th anni-
versary of the FL League of Cities and former Presidents of the League were invited to sit on 
the dais.  

The new President Michael Blake gave a powerful speech.  He will focus on the need to 
help our cities recruit and keep staff.  As we have all seen, it is becoming more difficult to 
find individuals in many fields that are special to municipalities.  Working with educational 
institutions is one step.  Helping our towns and cities in FL with cooperative websites hosted 
by the league is another step.  

Michael is a high school teacher, a football coach and the Mayor of Cocoa.  His enthusiasm 
is contagious and I know from time I have spent with him on our DC trips that he will be a 
great President.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Update
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Excellent overview of the conference BJ. You have covered most of the highlights. I will 

check my notes to see if there is anything left to add at the next Commission meeting. 
Penny Gold
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Sarasota Bay		
To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
We’ve been working with our partners from the Southwest Florida Water Management 

District (SWFWMD) and Sarasota County to sample water quality in response to the impacts 
of Tropical Storm Debby and we just received the latest data on bacteria earlier today.

First off, the areas we are focusing on are the parts of Sarasota Bay that we believed would be 
hardest hit by the extreme rainfall, due to the very high watershed-to-open-water ratio.  This 
doesn’t mean the upper bay hasn’t been impacted – it has.  However, the lower bay is more 
susceptible to high rainfall and runoff effects.  This map shows the areas we’ve been sampling 
– three locations in each of the three lower bay segments. 

The table below summarizes what we’ve found when analyzing Enterococci, the “fecal indi-
cator bacteria” used for Class 3 – Marine waters, which is the classification FDEP has assigned 
to the lower bay.  Values are compared against the appropriate threshold value of 130 / 100 ml.  
A lower standard of 70 / 100 ml is the upper threshold for bathing beaches, but none of these 
sites we sample are considered bathing beaches, which are separately monitored by FDOH.

Values that are higher than the Class 3 Marine standard are in red, and you can see that 16 
of the 18 samples (9 locations sampled twice) exceeded that standard.  However, the third row 
summarizes the change in bacteria levels between the two dates for each of the nine locations.  
Locations with an improvement in bacteria levels are in light blue, while those with higher 
values are in yellow.  There are about as many areas with higher values (four) as lower values 
(five).  However, there is some good news in Roberts Bay, where bacteria levels have declined 
by between 75 to over 99% from the first to the second sampling effort.  The northernmost 
sample site in Little Sarasota Bay (closest to Roberts Bay) showed a 97% reduction in bacteria 
levels.  Blackburn Bay remains problematic, as values continue to exceed Class 3 Marine stan-
dards, and levels have also increased from the first to the second sampling event.

It’s important to note that the state of Florida has three “fecal indicator bacteria” – 1) 
enterococci (used for Class 3 Marine waters and bathing beaches), 2) E. coli (used for Class 
3 Freshwater waterbodies, and 3) fecal coliform bacteria (used for shellfish harvesting areas).  
These are all useful indicators, but none of them are specific to humans as a source.  They aren’t 
even specific to animals as a source.  So, while there have been sewage spills in the amount of 
millions of gallons in our watershed, that doesn’t mean that the bacteria levels we are recording 
are from sewage spills.  Elevated bacteria levels could be coming from sewage, but also from 
bird poop washing off of docks and pilings, dog poop from people who don’t pick up after 
their dogs (in their own yards, for example), but also elevated bacteria levels could be from 
decomposing grass clippings, leaves and pollen, or decomposing seaweed.  About a third of 
the bottom of Sarasota Bay is covered with seagrass meadows, and the blades on those plants 
replace themselves at a rate of about 3% a day in the summer months. Piles of decomposing 
seagrass blades aren’t evidence of “pollution” it’s how these undersea meadows replace their 
photosynthetic surfaces so that they don’t get overgrown with algae and barnacles and the 
like.  Also, as the oxygen levels were so low last week along much of the bottom of the bay, the 
decomposition of untold numbers of worms and clams and starfish and gobies and stingrays 

Town of Longboat Key
ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS

 
The Town of Longboat Key is accepting applications for appointment to 
the following boards: 

Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Consolidated Retirement System

Board of Trustees

All applications must be submitted to the Office of the Town Clerk by   
12:00 p.m. on September 13, 2024. All applicants must be registered 
voters of the Town of Longboat Key. Late applications will be held for one 
year for any future board/committee vacancies that may arise. 

All members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Consolidated 
Retirement System Board of Trustees are required to file a financial 
disclosure form within 30 days after appointment and annually thereafter 
for the duration of the appointment as required by Florida Statutes 
Chapter 112.

The Town Commission may schedule a Meet and Greet with applicants 
at a later date. Please call the Office of the Town Clerk at 941-316-1999 
for an application or questions. Applications are also available online at: 
www.longboatkey.org. Completed applications may be submitted to:

Town of Longboat Key – Office of the Town Clerk
501 Bay Isles Road  

Longboat Key FL 34228

Stephanie Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Published:  08-23-2024, 08-30-2024
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could be contributing to bacteria levels.

Whatever the source(s) of bacteria, it’s still a good idea to maybe wait a bit longer before 
going out into the bay to recreate.  Boating itself is not a concern, but I would be cautious 
swimming in the bay – at least for a while.  And it’s important to know that while a high value 
along a shoreline next to a stormdrain outfall doesn’t necessarily mean high bacteria are found 
in the waters further offshore, having high values in the middle of the bay – where we sample 
– does most likely mean that bacteria levels are higher along the shoreline.

Paraphrasing Churchill, after the Second Battle of El Alamein “Now this is not the end, it 
is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”  Not to 
equate Montgomery’s victory over Rommel (the first defeat of the Wehrmacht in WW2) with 
our bay’s recovery after Tropical Storm Debby, but it’s such a great quote that I try and find 
places to use it whenever possible. And maybe, just maybe, we’ll have good news when we 
present our Week 3 bacteria results, which will be collected this Thursday, weather permitting.

Hoping for a continued recovery,
Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Great meeting
To: Military Legislative Assistant Sami Araboghli
Thank you so much for coming out to LBK and meeting with me and our department heads 

to discuss how we can work together on issues that impact our residents.  I believe our entire 
staff felt it was very helpful especially in reference to appropriations and federal grants.

I enjoyed our lunch so much.  Great getting to know you better.  Anything we can do to 
help you or Congressman Steube please let me know. Our Town Manager, Howard Tipton, was 
sorry to miss this meeting.  He is taking some well-deserved time off with family.  Paul Dezzi 
and I will bring up to speed.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Great meeting  
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Thank you again for your hospitality last week. I certainly enjoyed being able to meet with 

you and the rest of the LBK leadership team. Additionally, it was a pleasure catching up over 
lunch as well! Thank you again. Certainly look forward to continuing our conversations in the 
future and finding ways we can all support Longboat Key!

Sami Araboghli
Military Legislative Assistant
Office of Congressman Greg Steube (FL-17)

Great meeting
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
I was just thinking about you and the lovely visit to LBK earlier this morning and was going 

email you as well!
Thank you so much for lunch. That was so kind of you to extend the visit and give us a 

chance to get to know you and the Town better. I really enjoyed and was so excited I spent 
night (that didn’t last long). I look forward to keeping in touch. Please let me know if there is 
anything we can do to assist you.

Erica Gregory 
District Director
Congressman W. Gregory Steube (FL-17)

Drones
To: Bill Byrd
There are no Town ordinances that would prohibit you from operating your drone for arial 

photography.
Drone usage is governed by both FAA and Florida State Statutes (use of the unmanned 

aircraft system UAS). The FAA has a site (B4UFLY) that has mobile and desktop information 
regarding where recreational flyers can and cannot fly. Most of Longboat Key has a 400’ flight 
ceiling which can be found in (airspace link). You can also go on (avision) to see the areas that 
are controlled airspace. 

George B. Turner
Chief of Police
Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I have been hearing reports from fellow Mote volunteers and staff that several nests in this 

area have disoriented over the last couple of months. I was curious to see how the lighting had 
hopefully improved since the last time I was out looking in the evening. 

I was shocked to see the numerous white lights coming from ground floor opening. 
These photos were taken at 10:30 p.m. starting from north end of property at waters edge 

aka wet sand. I walked to the groin and stopped. 
I will send a second email with photos showing one super bright light coming from the 

center of the property. It appeared to be pretty far east. It was as bright as the photo shows!
Given the number of disorientations which likely resulted in dead hatchlings, what action is 

planned to resolve these lighting issues in common areas which management has control over? 
Once there are hotel guests and residents onsite there will be potential for more issues. Our 
town Marine Protection ordinance goes to Oct 31st. We might have nest without yellow stakes 

but still viable and they do need our help!
Appreciate your assistance once again to get action to correct lighting issues. 
Cyndi Seamon
Longboat Key

St. Regis
To: St. Regis Executive Assistant to the General Manager Jenny Quinn
This came in our public mail - I do not think this is the image St. Regis wants. Please direct 

this to appropriate staff ASAP. Our wildlife are important to LBK.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis
To: Longboat Key Turtle Watch Cyndi Seamon
It has been an awkward start with St. Regis.  Given the magnitude of the project, we need 

to get on the right path sooner rather than later.  Thanks for your input.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key
 

St Regis
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you. I know our code enforcement officers have both been working all summer to 

get this property in compliance with our Marine Protection ordinance.  Appreciate your help 
to get whatever needs to happen next to actually get it into compliance. 

Cyndi Seamon
Longboat Key Turtle Watch

A question about Drones Photography on Longboat Key
To: Longboat Key Commission
My wife and I have reservations for a two week stay on Longboat Key in January 2025.
As an FAA licensed drone pilot, I would like to take some aerial photos and videos of your 

amazing area.
So, I’m contacting you to ask about the drone photography regulations/restrictions on and 

around Longboat Key.
I would also offer to take aerial photos and videos of Longboat Key for your media use if 

wanted. My website has examples of the kind of high-resolution images I can capture.
Thanks for your response. We look forward to our January 2025 visit.
Bill Byrd, Owner and Pilot, Eagle Eye Drone Shots, LLC
Brownsburg, Ind.

Ads that work...     ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

NEW CLIENT 
SUMMER SPECIAL
20% OFF MANI / PEDI

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota
Errands • Meal Prep • Grocery Shopping

Private Care • Appointments • Event Outings
Companionship • Med Reminders

Hospital Sitting • Emotional Support 
Light Housekeeping • Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040

www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

Stacy’s Computers
 Repair & Tutoring 

in Your Home
Call Stacy at 941.246.1048

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español
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stage. In detail, we are in the design phase in the Buttonwood 
and Sleepy Lagoon neighborhoods.

What about Longbeach Village on the north end where 
flooding has been endemic for decades?

In the Village we are reimagining how the drainage system 
could work. The Village is the oldest part of the developed 
island, the first neighborhood. It was not built or designed 
with storm water in mind or streets that flood regularly. When 
the tide is high, there’s nowhere for the water to go. We need 
pumps or some way to put water into the Bay off of the 
streets. It is a major project.

I am hearing road elevations, seawalls and large-scale 
sub aqueous pumps. This sounds like a multi-million dol-
lar endeavor. Is there any federal money to help the town?

This all comes under ‘resiliency’ and there is federal money 
available for these issues. But the federal money pays for pub-
lic infrastructure and while raising roads can help it does not 
mean that houses aren’t still low lying and flooding. We have 
to look at homes and what can be done to harden or elevate 
homes. The federal money comes out of the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

When water accumulates in the roads, is it generally 
rainwater, saltwater or brackish?

Sometimes it is all rain and then fresh water; if it is a tidal 
surge, it is salt water. But it can be both. Fresh water is okay 
to drive through but salt water can really corrode vehicles. The 
agencies that help pay for resiliency don’t want to pay for the 
design work, that is on us. They want to pay for construction. 
There is a lot of money out there for this issue.

Let us pivot to Longboat’s cultural corner. Earlier you 
said the future Longboat Key Public Library fundraising 
for the enhancements desired by the community had to be 
completed by now to meet Sarasota County’s timeline. Has 
the money been raised?

We don’t have the money yet. We are having meetings with 
donors; it is still a work in process.

What about the County deadline? I thought it dictated 
that if the funds for the expanded scope the town wants are 
not raised by the end of August that the County would build 
a more generic facility? Where does it stand?

We expressed to the County we are going to need more 
time. It’s a difficult time to reach out to residents. I am opti-
mistic the County wants to build the right library for the 
community.

If the funds don’t come out of private philanthropy, will 
they possibly be imposed on taxpayers through the town 
budget?

We have not had that discussion. The plan was and is to 
privately raise the additional funds. We are sticking with the 
plan we’ve had some good conversations, and I’m still opti-
mistic. The timing originally was aggressive.

You have been Town Manager for a year and a half, long 
after the St. Regis Hotel was approved. What has been your 
take on the process and your feeling about its completion 
for the community? 

When I came aboard it was under construction and had all 
the approvals. I was part of their desire for a parking garage. 
Otherwise, it has been an amazing project to watch. The Moss 
Construction team was extraordinary. They bussed the more 
than 800 people on the site everyday to minimize traffic. They 
limited dust and when we got complaints, they were very 
responsive. The St. Regis is truly a first class resort. Longboat 
was already on the map, the St. Regis just made our star that 
much brighter. Next year when the St. Regis is reassessed for 
the tax rolls, the economic impact on the town as well as the 
entire county will be very positive. 

What is the state of the beach and where do we stand 
with our canal dredging program?

We’re going to some beach work around Gulfside Drive 
it is highly eroded. As for canals, this fall we will bring the 
canal maintenance program back to the commission. We have 
shrunk the scope of the project and not all 80 canals on the 
island need to be maintained. 

What is the payment methodology going to be for canals? 
Will it be like the beach taxing districts? Will the canal 
front owners pay directly?

That is what to be discussed. It will be a combination of 

a town-wide millage and some special assessments for canal 
front owners who enjoy an additional benefit from the canals. 

And now for the unglamorous cost and future of the main 
sewer pipe that spewed millions of gallons into the bay a few 
years ago. When will it be replaced? 

We will have to decide in March how to pay for that. The 
cost has increased and will be north of $20 million. There is 
no choice, we have to do it. The question is how do we want 
to finance it? If voters approve, there is a state revolving loan 
fund that has a lower interest rate. If not, there are traditional 
revenue bonds that the commission can issue against the pro-
jected income of the utility bills. The residents and taxpayers 
will pay and I hope they opt for the less expensive route that 
requires a referendum. Either way, it will be paid through 
increased rates proportional to usage. 

What about noise on the north end of the key and boaters 
on Beer Can Island? 

We will soon be getting a report on the scope of police 
activity on the north end. The Police Chief thinks people are 
generally following the rules and boaters are staying where 
they are supposed to and out of the swimming-only area. 

What about the goal of some Longboaters to move the no-
swim zone west toward the Longboat Pass Bridge?

We are work shopping this in the fall. The permitting effort 
to get where we are today took a Herculean effort. Manatee 
County has a say and has objected in the past. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers are involved. The land belongs to Manatee 
County and what we have is a compromise. There will always 
be an idiot now and again, but people are following the sig-
nage out there. 
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.  

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY!
AUGUST 24 - 25  •  1:00 - 4:00 PM

WEST OF TRAIL  •  1886 PROSPECT STREET  •  SARASOTA
4BR/4BA  •  3,444 SF  •  Built in 2016  •  NEW PRICE $2,699,000

This residence, built in 2016, exudes opulence throughout, and seamlessly blends 
indoor and outdoor living.  The great room features sliding doors that open to the pool 

area, walled for privacy and featuring a stunning waterfall solar-heated pool.
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

O P E N    H O U S E 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25 • 2:00 - 4:00 PM

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES • 1180 BOGEY LANE • LONGBOAT KEY  
2BR+DEN/2BA • 2,180 SF • Furnished  • $950,000  

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

O P E N    H O U S E 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25  •  1:00 - 4:00 PM

617 WEST POINTE COURT • LONGBOAT KEY
4BR/5BA • 4,395 SF • Canal front • $3,495,000

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

O P E N    H O U S E 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 24  •  10:30 AM - 4:00 PM

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25  • 1:00 - 4:00 PM
THE MEADOWS • 4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14 • SARASOTA

2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA • 2,050 SF • Updated • $575,000
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

•  OVER $110 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
•  TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE  - 2023
•  TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION
•  TOP FLORIDA 100  REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER

2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #64S
LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $650,000

3514 MISTLETOE LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $2,100,000 

3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482
LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,695,000

2525 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11B
LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,299,000

NOW PENDING SALE
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