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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 13 

 
IIT Madras Global Research Foundation established its first international centre in Menlo Park, 
California, USA, to support deep-tech research and startups. 
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Suvendu Adhikari took oath as Chief Minister of West Bengal, leading the first BJP government in the 
State after the 2026 Assembly elections.  
 Himanta Biswa Sarma took oath as the Chief Minister of Assam for a second consecutive term on 12 
May 2026, becoming the first non-Congress leader to serve consecutive terms in the post. 
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The International Day of Plant Health is observed every year on 12 May to spread awareness about 
protecting plant health.  
The theme for the year 2026 is “Plant Biosecurity for Food Security” 
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Singappen Special Task Force  

❖ The Singappen Special Task Force was formed by the Tamil Nadu government to strengthen 
women’s safety and preventive protection across the State.  

❖ The task force functions under the direct supervision of Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay.  

❖ The first phase of the force has 36 sanctioned posts and is headed by an Inspector General of 
Police (IGP).  

❖ The sanctioned strength includes one Inspector General of Police, one Superintendent of Police 
(SP), two Deputy Superintendents of Police (DSPs), four Inspectors, eight Sub-Inspectors, and 20 
personnel from other ranks.  

❖ The task force has been created mainly for prevention and protection related to women’s safety. 
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❖ It will identify vulnerable and crime-prone areas across the State.  

❖ The unit will conduct surveillance and deploy personnel in places frequently visited by women.  

❖ Key focus areas include bus stands, railway stations, educational institutions, and other public 
spaces. 

                            

❖                                                     

                                                      

              .  

❖                  .                                   

          .  

❖                    36                            

                                                     (IGP) 

              .  

❖                                                    ,    

                (    ),                              

(          ),                      ,         -                

       20                               .  

❖                                                     

                                   . ❖                   

                                               

                 .  

❖                                                     

                            .  

                 ,                ,                        

                                           

         . 

 
Recent Advisories by PM Modi  

❖ Prime Minister Narendra Modi issued advisories asking citizens to adopt fuelsaving and economic 
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precautionary measures amid global uncertainty, rising oil prices, and supply chain concerns.  

❖ India imports nearly 85–90% of its crude oil requirements, making the country vulnerable to 
global oil price shocks and foreign exchange pressure.  

❖ The advisories include reducing petrol and diesel usage, preferring public transport, encouraging 
carpooling, adopting work from home, and conducting online meetings. 

 ❖ Citizens were advised to shift goods transportation to railways and avoid unnecessary domestic 
and foreign travel.  

❖ The Prime Minister also advised people to reduce overseas destination weddings and avoid non-
essential gold purchases to reduce import pressure.  

❖ The advisories encouraged support for “Made in India” products, reduction in cooking oil 
consumption, and use of locally manufactured goods. 

 ❖ Farmers were advised to reduce chemical fertiliser usage and promote natural farming practices. 

❖ The measures also promote electric vehicles (EVs), solar-powered alternatives, and solar pumps 
to reduce fuel imports and energy dependency. 
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Supreme Court Judge Strength 2026 

 ❖ The Union Cabinet approved the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026, to 
increase the sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court of India from 34 to 38 judges, including the 
Chief Justice of India (CJI).  

❖ The amendment will change the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956. 

 ❖ This is the first increase in the strength of Supreme Court judges since 2019.  

❖ The decision was taken due to the rising backlog of cases and increased digital efilings after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

❖ Article 124(1) of the Constitution allows Parliament to increase the number of Supreme Court 
judges through law.  

❖ The Bill must be passed by both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha with a simple majority before 
receiving Presidential assent.  

❖ The original strength of the Supreme Court under the Constitution was one Chief Justice of India 
and seven other judges.  

❖ This move aims to address a backlog of over 92,000 cases. 
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Jharkhand’s achievement - Zero Dropout  

❖ Jharkhand recorded a 0% primary school dropout rate in 2024–25, according to Unified District 
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) data and a NITI Aayog report.  

❖ The primary dropout rate in Jharkhand declined from 6.41% in 2014–15 to 0% in 2024–25.  

❖ The upper primary dropout rate reduced from 7.42% to 1.7%, while the secondary dropout rate 
declined from 23.2% to 3.5%.  

❖ UDISE+ is the national database used for school education statistics in India.  

❖ Primary education in India generally covers Classes I to V, while upper primary covers Classes VI 
to VIII.  

❖ Jharkhand ranked fourth nationally in reducing secondary school dropout rates in 2024–25. 
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