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17" Guru Arjan Sahib’s Multiculturism, Inter-Faith Dialogue, and his All- WV
Inclusive Philosophy
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Dr Sardar Raja Balraj Singh, Calgary (Canada)

Guru Arjan Sahib had to face
extreme opposition from his elder
brother, Pirthi Chand, who was
hopeful of succeeding their father
Guru Ramdas Sahib (the fourth Guru),
but Pirthi Chand was considered
unworthy of the exalted position. Guru
Ramdas Sahib valued the divine
qualities of his younger son since his
childhood and anointed him his
successor (the fifth Guru). Pirthi
Chand and his son Meharban tried to
harm Guru Arjan’s son Hargobind
Sahib (later the sixth Guru) but failed.
In all humility, Guru Arjan Sahib
treated his brother and his son with
respect and restraint. About Guru
Arjan Sahib, the Bhatts (Brahmin
Scholars of Vedas) have written in
Guru Granth Sahib:

| 3 A6H3 JIH3 goH uefel
Il (Bhatt Kall, 1406).

yg3fe foe a9 vigas & If9
uyJs gatd fe=mm Sl
(Mathura, 1409).

Guru’s Sacrifice for Human Rights :
The wicked path of religious
intolerance, hatred, forcible
conversions, and persecution of the
Hindus was followed by the Moghul
rulers of that time.

Guru Arjan Sahib preached tolerance,
equality and love for all. He opposed
the forced conversions of Hindus to
Islam and the injustice meted out to
them. Guru Sahib earned the wrath of
the wunjust rulers, tolerated the
unbearable torture inflicted upon him
and willingly sacrificed his own life
(in1606) for his principles. This was
the first-ever sacrifice for Protection of
Human Rights. The first UN Charter of
Human Rights came in 1948.

9 IH YHfE miwg Afe& Afg A3y
AHTEW® | (Bhatt Kall, 1409)

The foundation of Gurdwaras Darbar
Sahib at Amritsar and Taran Taaran
(accessible to all irrespective of caste,
creed, gender and social status), and
the establishment of the city of Taran
Taaran, are among Guru Sahib’s
several unique contributions to
Sikhism. For laying the foundation
stone of Darbar Sahib (at Amritsar),
Guru Arjan Sahib invited a devoted
Muslim Saint, Mian Mir, emphasizing
that all religions are equal, their
teachings and their saints should be
equally respected by one and all.




The Holy Scripture for humanity:
The compilation of Pothi Sahib in
1604 by Guru Arjan Sahib (now
known as Sri Guru Granth Sahib) was
the most precious gift and spiritual
light house for the whole humanity. In
addition to divine verses of the Sikh
Gurus, Sri Guru Granth Sahib has
verses of 11 Bhatts (Saraswat Brahmin
scholars, or bards), 15 Bhagats
(Saints), and some other learned
devotees. Thus, Guru Sahib rejected
the age-old artificial division of
society into ‘high’ and ‘low’ castes.

Social Inclusivity :The contributors to
Sri Guru Granth Sahib came from
different regions of India

A3 Aste® Aefefs 3 fan &
ferfa groar M€ 1397 1S,
97 1i

IJ6T I8 ATSTITTE HT,
74711

These include three Muslims, Kabir
the weaver from Banaras (243+
verses), Farid (Sufi saint) from Multan
(130+verses) and Bhikhan. Five more
were workers (then erroneously
believed to belong to ‘lower
castes’).These were simple devotees
with no pretentions of sainthood.
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One was a dyer, Namdev, from
Maharashtra, the other a leather
worker, Ravidas, from Uttar Pradesh,
another a butcher, Sadhna, from Sindh,
then a barber Sain and a farmer,
Dhanna, from Rajasthan. The others
who contributed to this holy scripture
were the Rajput Peepa from Rajasthan,
trader Trilochan from Maharashtra,
Khatri Sundar, two accomplished
musicians  (Rabaabi) Satta and
Balwand and the Brahmin scholars
Jaidev from Bengal, Ramanand from
Tamil Nadu, Surdas, Beni from Bihar
and Parmanand from Maharashtra.

Multiculturism and Inter-Faith
Dialogue : Guru Arjan Sahib set a
unique example of respect for all
religious faiths with belief in one God,
equality and brotherhood of all human
beings (irrespective of any man-made
social classification). It was the first
sincere effort to incorporate Inter-Faith
dialogue in the world. The World
Parliament of Religions started this in
Chicago in 1893. Guru Sahib wanted
people to get together and remove their
doubts and differences.

dfe feag fHsg AT et
efgur gfs a9y fes sfe
97ar FHS, 118511
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Abstract: It 1is presented that
leadership in the form of an individual
(single person) has damaged Sikh
destiny over the years. The concept of
Collective Wisdom is presented and is

recommended as the way to advance
the Panth.

When Guru Gobind Singh Sahib gave
Gur-Gaddi to Shri Guru Granth Sahib;
it meant that, henceforth, Sikhs would
not look for a single person to guide
them. Leadership in the form of an
individual was completely dissolved.
Collective Wisdom was demonstrated
by assigning five Sikhs to Baba Banda
Singh, asking him to consult them on
all matters such as location of Jathaas,
war and armaments, territorial and
other strategic planning. Baba Banda
Singh faithfully followed the dictum
and was successful. But, when cunning
Moghul rulers conspired to mark
Banda Singh as an individual he fell in
the trap, his tragic fall followed. The
Khalsa Raj during Maharaja Ranjit
Singh had its foundations on
Collective Wisdom of Generals Hari
Singh Nalwa, Akali Phoola Singh, and
Sham Singh Attariwala. They were
always consulted, and their advice
followed.

Crisis of Leadership among Sikhs
Dr. S. Sukhmander Singh, Santa Clara University, California (USA)

Maharaja Ranjit Singh signed treaties
as Sarkare Khalsa. But, under the
tricky influence (wine, dine and sexual
bribery) of Dogras, he stopped the use
of collective wisdom and started
signing as Ranjit Singh (Maharaja) on
all decisions. He did not care to
appoint any of his sons as heir after
him. The rest is history as to how the
tragic fall of his Kingdom occurred.

The leaders of Congress, Muslim
League and Baldev Singh were called
to London to participate in the
conference on December 6, 1946, to
seek cooperation from all parties in the
Constituent Assembly. Baldev Singh
disregarded the Akali Dal (his parent
party) after he was appointed Defence
Minister.
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According to Dr. Kirpal Singh in his
book “The Sikhs and Transfer of
Power, 1942-47” (Punjabi University),
Baldev Singh accepted the
appointment without consulting the
Shiromani Akali Dal. "He never
informed or discussed his visit to
London with the Sikh leaders in
Punjab, in total disregard of the
concept of Collective Wisdom.

Dr. Kirpal Singh revealed in his book
his discourse with Major Short
(Accompanying the Cabinet Mission
to Delhi in March 1946).

He states “Major Short told me that
Baldev Singh was invited by some
members of the British Parliament, to
stay in England after the conference, to
deliberate on the demands of the Sikhs.
But he did not stay as Nehru persuaded
him to accompany him back to India,
where the (299-member) Constituent
Assembly responsible for the framing
of the Constitution of India, was to be
inaugurated in December 1946.” The
author revealed that Sir Stafford
Cripps proposed to Baldev Singh that
the ‘Sikhs should jointly present Sikh
case along with the Sikh States in order
to strengthen their demand for a Sikh
State’. Baldev Singh responded that
the Sikh State was going to be too
small.

It seemed that Nehru had cautioned
Baldev Singh against the Sikh State,
since Baldev Singh’s Steel business in
other states, might not be accessible in
the event of a Separate Sikh State.
Baldev Singh sacrificed the interests of
his community to protect his own.
Nehru used him as a representative of
the Sikhs, but Baldev Singh had
distanced himself from his party and
community leaders in Punjab.

Ye jabar bhi dekha hai, Tarikh ki
nazron ne, Lamhon ne khata ki thi,
sadion ne saza payiee (Muzaffar
Razmi).

(History has witnessed brutality of
Time, when moments erred, centuries
suffered.)

Master Tara Singh and Baba Kharak
Singh were the front runners of the
‘Nationalists’ movement for
Independence of India. In 1930,
Master Tara Singh supported the
Congress in their Civil Disobedience
Movement (Non-cooperation) for
which he went to jail. While in jail, he
was elected President of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee
(SGPC). Up to 1947 he played a
dominant role in SGPC and the
Shiromani Akali Dal. But he was no
match for the shrewd and opportunistic
minds of Nehru and Jinnah.
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: 'A)kali Dal joined Congress and his

efforts to keep India united failed. He

Y was portrayed as against the interests

of Muslims. The existing racial hatred,
while negotiations for the partition of
India were ongoing, was too painful
for the highly dedicated Sikh

representing the Sikh Panth.

A controversy has been going on with
regards to the role of Master Tara
Singh in brandishing sword to tear
Pakistan flag while uttering slogan
against Pakistan. However, in an
article in ‘The Sikh Review’
(September 2023), Dr. Bhai Harbans
Lal has demolished this and has stated
that this is not true. While meeting
Master Tara Singh at his residence in
Amritsar, Singh responded negatively
to it. Master ji “asked his brother to
fetch the controversial Kirpan which
Master Tara Singh ceremoniously
presented to me”.

Had there been the tradition of
Collective Wisdom, we might not have
fallen prey to the opportunistic leaders.
Alas, partition has a gruesome history
tainted with the blood of thousands of
innocent lives. After partition, the Sikh
Chief Minister, Partap Singh Kairon,
the so-called ‘statesman’, was so
power-starved that he could not see
through the fine-print of Nehru’s
designs.
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Nehru and his Congress both at the\.r&df T

Centre and in Punjab started diverting
Punjab’s share of the natural resources
like Sutlej water which was being
taken away through the Bhakra Main
Line ever since it was dug up in the
1950s and the electricity for Delhi and
Chandigarh from Punjab’s share.
Kairon’s own compromising political
and administrative practices coupled
with his son’s behaviour as a super-
brat brought him into disrepute. Nehru
protected his corrupt practices and his
family’s wrong-doings and hushed up
opponents in his own party in the
Punjab Assembly.

He amassed lots of commercial
property in almost every big city in
Punjab through his son, in the form of
Cinema Halls and cold stores. He
almost legalized corruption as well as
smuggling for his close associates.
Precious Waters of Punjab were given
away free by him to Rajasthan, acting
in an individual capacity, to retain his
political position. This deal is an often-
talked issue each time distribution of
Punjab waters comes up. If only he had
consulted experts who could have
alerted him to the long-term disastrous
impact on shortage of water leading to
Punjab becoming barren. One laments
deeply when one sees the Rajasthan
Canal tearing through the heart of
Punjab but not a drop is available for
Punjab.




Later, Sant Fateh Singh, bailing out of
his Solomon oath, brought shame to
the Sikhs. Subsequently, we witnessed
the destruction of Sikh youth and
Punjab by ego-driven and corrupt Sikh
politicians, for the sake of their glory
and greed. All Chief Ministers
thereafter allowed Punjab to sink
further. Individual glory over that of
Collective Wisdom is common among
Sikhs. Individuals try to minimize the
impact of others, though equally
qualified. As a result, formation of a
focus group in any field has not
emerged. Once decision-taking power
1s given to a political or religious Sikh
Leader more harm than good results.

Looking for an individual to
miraculously appear and lead us, is
against what Guru Gobind Singh
commanded us. “Collective Wisdom”
is needed in the current political
system which has miserably failed.
Even an illiterate person can be an
Education Minister. The politicians are
mostly mercenaries, not experts in any
field. This cannot provide any wisdom
to our Panth that has to evolve socially,
economically, religiously, industrially,
politically, and culturally in the correct
direction. We need the best of talent
and leadership vision in these fields.
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Suggestion

One approach is to set up “Advisory
Cells” of experts in each field, to
provide collective wisdom and
guidance in that field. Our elected
leaders would not agree to it. But, if the
public is made aware of the misery and
suffering brought upon the Panth for
not following the Guru’s concept of
Collective Wisdom, it may, in due
course, bring about a change.
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Dr. Sardar Sukhmandar Singh (Second from Left), Endowed Professor,
Santa Clara University, California (USA), visits University of Calgary
(Alberta, Canada).
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Sita Kaur 1s Canadian Greco-Roma Wrestling Champion !

Ceola Sita Kaur Kelly from Richmond, British
Columbia (BC, Canada) became Canada's Greco-
Roman wrestling champion. This 14-year-old Sikh
girl who won Gold Medal at the Canadian National
Championship, and a Silver Medal in the freestyle
competition, is also a provincial champion of BC.
She is also training to compete in jiu-jitsu.




A" Weil Parneet Kaur, who belongs to district

SV anteley Mansa of Punjab, made the country

e i-Bxgette. proud with her brilliant achievement.

UGN She clinched the Gold Medal in the

y I 2024 Archery World Cup held at

| \\NTRC— WOTWIN Shanghai (China). She, along with

\v Jyothi and Aditi Swami, defeated Italy

Y 7 236-225 in the women's compound team
i to open an account with the Gold Medal.

A Gursikh is Indian Field Hockey Team’s Top
' Defender in the Victorious Asian Games held in
; Japan

Sardar Jarmanpreet Singh, formerly a student of Khalsa P
Academy, Mehta (Amritsar), is defender in the Indian st
Field Hockey team that defeated Japan 5-1in the Asian
Games and won Gold Medal.
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Indian Hockey’s Legendary Architect — the Brilliant
Skipper Sardar Balbir Singh (Sr)

It was six Olympic Gold Medals in a row for the Indian
hockey team at Melbourne 1956. India did not concede
a single goal in the entire tournament and skipper Balbir
Singh Sr. played with a fracture in his right hand in the
final as India beat Neighbours Pakistan 1-0 in the final.
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