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Welcome to a very special edition of our newsletter.  

As we celebrate 50 incredible years of Kippie, we are

thrilled to present to you this commemorative 50th

anniversary newsletter.   

 In these pages, we invite you to take a trip down memory

lane, explore our history, and join us in celebrating a half

century of cherished memories. 

1973-2023
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It was the summer of 1971 that

the late Jack Pillow first had an

idea of opening a club catering

for the thriving oil industry. 

After canvassing friends and

colleagues a committee was

formed to look into two possible

locations, Norwood Hall and

Kippie Lodge.

Thankfully, due to the amount of land that was

included in the sale, they opted for Kippie

Lodge and named it ‘The North Sea Petroleum

Club’.  Its grand opening took place in March

1973.

What started as a
dream....

blossomed into the
successful club we are
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The sports side was gradually introduced in 1975 with the

opening of the swimming pool which began the shift

from being a social hub to a sports & fitness venue.  The

first pool was in the greenhouse (see above) which is still

standing today.  The pool played a role in the club’s

success as individuals of all ages turned to swimming as a

means to stay active and lead a healthy lifestyle.

The sports complex was built in 1982, totally transforming

the membership.  The inauguration of the complex was

not merely the opening of a recreation facility it was the

start of a sports journey that would shape the club’s

future. 

s p o r t s  



WE HAVE BEEN  MEMBERS NOW FOR 30 YEARS AND NOW HAVE THE THIRD GENERATION OF THE FAMILY
ATTENDING KIPPIE AND LOVING IT AS MUCH AS WE DO. WE LOVE EVERYTHING WE GET FROM BEING A
PART OF “KIPPIE LIFE” 
THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU, AND THE STAFF DO TO MAKE IT PLEASURABLE. JAYNE AND JIM LEITH

You can see in this photo the

greenhouse, then swimming

pool, and you will notice the

tennis court at the top left.  

All the vegetables used at the

club were grown in the current

car park!

The Sports Complex was built in 1982 which

housed the new pool, small gymnasium,  2

squash courts, a small studio, a bar with

snooker tables and ‘The Griddle’ (family dining

area).  

The catering operation was moved from the

Lodge to the Complex just after it opened.  The

Lodge continued to host Friday and Saturday

Dinner Dances.  The Griddle was located at the

front of the current gym, and the Bar, housing

2 snooker tables was located at the rear.   Both

had viewing areas to the pool.

Kippie’s Creche opened in 1989 encouraging

more family members to join. 

In the early years

The Complex



The 1990's saw the biggest change in Kippie’s history.  The

Club was given an added boost with the decision to add

an £150,000 extension to the Complex.  The then

Chairman, Tony Dawson oversaw the operation stating in

the Kippie newsletter “I am sure the members will see

this latest extension as a major step forward”.  

The extended Complex allowed the opening of Kippie’s

Hair & Beauty facilities offering a touch of luxury to the

Club.
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a beach theme was painted on the pool walls by 
Gray School of Arts Students



Iain & I returned to Aberdeen in 1988 with our two boys

Alan & Gavin, having met as students in the 70s. My

school friend Moira Holden was Manager at that time

and she suggested we join Kippie. It was probably one of

the best decisions we ever made. It instantly gave us a

social life. We met lots of lovely people who have

remained our friends over the years. We used to meet

every Friday night after work and have something to eat

upstairs where the gym studio now is, whilst the boys run

around, letting off steam and leaving us in peace. 

During the summer, the boys spent almost every day at

Kippie playing tennis, in the swimming pool or just

running around. There were no camps in those days. It

was up to Mum to organise their time, but that was no

hardship as there are lots of other Mums to socialise with.

The boys learned to play tennis with Alan Lamont and it

has been a source of much amusement that three

generations of the Clark family have done so. How old is

Alan L

The highlight of the social calendar was the Sparks

charity ProCelAm golf event which culminated in a

dinner held in the marquee on the lawn outside The

Lodge. Over the years we enjoyed the company of several

celebrities at our table. They were great nights hugely

enjoyed in the company of good friends.

Kippie has remained a constant in our lives over the past

35 years; Iain still plays tennis and golf regularly and I

have a dining membership. It has always been a

welcoming place and some of the staff remained for

many many years and have seen our family grow up and

be extended with grandchildren Eli and Emily and

Caenan and Emerson enjoying visits there and sampling

the sizzling fajitas! 

I am forever grateful that we decided to join. Kippie has

been a great place for us all. 

Regards

The Clark Family

With the extension of the Complex, all

the catering facilities moved down to

the Lodge, allowing the gym to expand

and open the studio on the first floor.

Fitness classes increased in numbers

and more and more families joined for

the introduction of summer camp and

splash time sessions in the pool. 

Alan Lamont with Stuart  Holden 
& Gavin Clark c i rca 1993







Kippie members watched with

considerable interest the construction

of the conservatory in 1995.  The new

area provided a much needed area for

familes to enjoy a meal and

entertainment.  

The Braemar (pictured left) was

Kippies main function room which is

now studio 2 & 3 and Dunnottar room.

The snooker room also opened

upstairs which remains there today.

Every year without fail during the 1990's Kippie

played host to big gala events such as The

Chairman’s Ball”, Hogmanay Ball, the IADC and

more importantly the Pro-Cel-Am.

This event, over the years, raised over 1 million

pounds for Sparks, the childrens charity.  Many

celebrities flew up from London to take part

and help raise money, such as Ronnie Corbbet,

Mike Reid, Robert Powell to name but a few.

  

The Lodge

Kippie events
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Kippie Life done Gordons’ style

When stories were requested to celebrate Kippie’s big

birthday, it hit me that our family life has been

intertwined with Kippie for over 25 years…

We have been members all that time, which is testament

in itself to the place, but then I thought a bit more and

reflected on some specifics:

- Our son, Fraser, learned to swim at Kippie. And then a

good few years later he was a lifeguard at the very same

pool.

- Our daughter, Amy, was born just a few hours after

Fraser and I had been to Kippie with friends and I had to

chase him around the playpark to catch him to go home.

Not a pretty sight.

- Then one of Amy’s first outings at two weeks old was to

the Kippie Halloween party dressed as Piglet. She’s then

gone on to waitress in the Lodge during university

holidays. She’ll not be happy I told that story.

- My husband, Graeme, got two of his holes-in-one on the

golf course (on the 2nd and the 6th).

- Every week I thrash around at Body Attack with

Michelle, punch imaginary lights out at Body Combat

with Amanda, and lose innumerable golf balls whilst

playing with the ladies of the Kippie Golf Association.

Thank you all for your friendship and fun.

- The ‘Body Attackers’ have had many a good night in the

Lodge – including doing a dress-up murder mystery at

Christmas time. The waiting staff were immensely patient

with our noise and nonsense! 

Thank you Kippie for all of this and much, much more!

Here’s to the next 50 years.
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Kippie was delighted to open its 9 hole golf

course in Autumn of 1998 albeit it with limited

play.     The course was an immediate success

with members and their guests.    The official

opening tournament which was held on the

16th May 1999 was hampered with terrible

weather  however 140 golfers braved the

elements. 

The gents golf assoc (APCGA) was established

in the late 1990's giving male golfers the

chance to play in monthly medals in other golf

clubs under the Kippie name.

Re-established in 2016, the ladies golf assoc has

between 60 and 70 members of all levels

ranging from complete beginners to

experienced golfers and is continuing to grow. 

  

.

Work was completed in the late 1990's on the

changing rooms in the complex, giving members

more space and updated facilities.  The gym was

extended through to the old aerobics studio and

Hair & Beauty reopened with a brand new look.

I t ’ s  a great space/place you can come to and do so many wonderfu l
act iv i t ies of  your choice and meet so many fab people and you don ’ t  need to
know their  l i fe/ l i festy le i f  you don ’ t  want to .  K ids act iv i t ies are superb and I
cannot wait  unt i l  my grandchi ldren are o ld enough to part ic ipate.  Thank you
Kippie 💜  Jackie R iches



2 0 0 0 ' s  a n d  b e y o n d  
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The last two decades has been a time of

immense challenges and transformation for

the club as it has had to adapt to meet

members needs.

The year 2000 ushered a growing emphasis on

health and wellbeing.  The club needed to

increase fitness classes resulting in the

opening of studio 1.

  
The new studio transformed the club’s fitness

offering with the introduction of spin and

strength classes such as kettlebells and pump

which requires equipment.

Studio 2 was then opened in 2004 giving the

club a smaller studio for wellbeing classes

(where the current physio room is).  



2000 cont
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In November 2003, Kippie opened

Scotland’s first ‘air bubble’ over its two

tennis courts providing members all year

round play.  The Dome served its

purpose for many years however due

damage caused by a storm, the Dome  

was dismantled.  

In late 2022, Kippie was delighted to take

ownership of its double skinned Tennis

Dome.   

Kippie continued to grow its membership during the 2000s, the

Aberdeen economy was booming, and the Club’s membership grew to

over 1400 families. This enabled the continued investment in the

facilities. A third tennis court was added, the gym equipment was

updated, and improvements were made to the golf course. Much-

needed extra car parking was added.

The economic turmoil post 2008 did not affect Aberdeen as badly as

other parts of the county and Kippie’s membership remained full. 

T E N N I S  D O M E
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Kippie weathered the local recession in the mid-

2010s and was just beginning to recover when

COVID-19 caused turmoil for everyone. The

lockdowns and restrictions were financially

challenging for everyone and if it were not for the

support of the members, who continued to pay

their membership fees throughout, the Club may

have failed. 

In the mid-2000s the route of the new Aberdeen

bypass (AWPR) was announced to be immediately

adjacent to Kippie. Lengthy legal delays held up

construction until 2012 and the road finally opened

in 2018. The road opened new markets for Kippie

with Dyce and Stonehaven now only a short drive

away. 



 m a r c h  2 0 2 0
C O V I D  

@kippie lodge

“It is with deep sadness that we wish to

inform you that due to the current situation

and government advice that Kippie will be

closing with immediate effect for the coming

weeks.

In these uncertain times please stay safe and

look after yourselves and your families.

We look forward to welcoming you back

soon.

Thank you for your understanding and

continued support through these

challenging times.”

The Kippie team

c o v i d  M a r c h  2 0 2 0



We were inundated with messages of support

from members which kept our social media

alive.  

Kippie gradually opened up, firstly with

outdoor sports - golf and tennis.  

The Lodge started selling takeaway coffee and

meals and then our marquee was erected for

covered fitness classes to take place.

After many months we got the go ahead to

open fully albeit with restrictions in place.  

The club was once again a hive of activity.

  

COVID CONT
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The team at Kippie did a great job keeping

the Club spirit alive, a range of online

classes were offered, and regular quiz

nights helped reduce our members’

feelings of isolation.   

A Kippie portal was created so members

could log on, take part in classes and to

interact with each other. 



In the two years since the end of the last

lockdown the Club’s membership has

bounced back and is currently at the

highest level since 2017. This growth in

membership allows the Club to invest in

the facilities and keep Kippie fresh and

ready for the next 50 years.
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The club will always strive to make Kippie one

of the most desirable sports & leisure clubs in

Aberdeen offering unparalleled facilities and

great service.

As we reflect on the past 50 years, we look

forward to the future with optimism and

excitement, knowing that our journey is far

from over. With members by our side, we are

confident that the coming years will be filled

with even greater accomplishments and

shared successes.

Thank you for being an integral part of our

story. Your support has been the key to our

longevity, and we are honoured to have you as

members of our community. Here's to the next

50 years of continued collaboration, growth,

and shared achievements.
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